
 

 

 

 

 August 2019 

Dear GLPA Sponsor: 

The leadership and staff of the Ritter Planetarium at the University of Toledo are excited to host the 

55th annual conference of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA).  The conference dates are 

Wednesday, October 23 through Saturday, October 26, 2019. The conference will be held at the University 

of Toledo and the Park Inn by Radisson in downtown Toledo, Ohio, separated by four miles. The conference 

will be an opportunity for you to meet and interact with planetarium professionals while supporting the 

educational mission of GLPA and its members. 

The Sponsor Hall will be in the Grand Ballroom of the Park Inn, immediately next to the registration area 

and very near to all the events and activities at the hotel. At the University of Toledo, we will be spending 

most of our time in the Student Union and the Ritter Planetarium. 

The Ritter Planetarium features a 40-foot dome with a Spitz SciDome XD (resolution of 2.56K) and a 

5.1 sound system. We will have a fulldome festival on Thursday night. Please send us your program already 

encoded for our system, or you may send us 2.56K (or 4K) dome-masters and we will encode it for you. 

Please send all dome-masters, soundtracks, and encoded programs to arrive no later than October 1. 

We have space for two portable planetariums at the Park Inn.  Portables will be located adjacent to the 

entrance to the Sponsor Hall, in a very high traffic space. Portable space is available on a first-to-register 

(and pay) basis. Since space is limited, contact the conference host directly before registering if you’re 

interested in bringing a portable planetarium.  

Sponsor presentations will take place at the Park Inn, the Student Union, and the planetarium. 

Presentations in the planetarium will be limited to those who require a planetarium. Others are asked to 

register for presentation time at either the Park Inn or the Student Union. Since the planetarium can only 

accommodate 96 people, and registration is expected to be in 120–150 range, we will be forced to do 

parallel sessions. Those presenting at the planetarium or Student Union will need to do their presentations 

twice, so that delegates will have a chance to see each sponsor. 

The conference schedule and registration are online at glpa.org/2019. We hope you’ll register as soon as 

possible. Regular sponsor registration ends on Sept. 23 and late registration ends on October 1 (a late fee of 

$50 per day will be assessed between September 24–October 1). 

GLPA greatly appreciates your ongoing support. We look forward to working with the sponsor community 

to make this an exciting and productive conference. 

Sincerely, 

 

Alexander T. Mak 
2019 GLPA Conference Host 
Associate Planetarium Director, Ritter Planetarium 
 


