
Greetings!  

Welcome to Flint, the Vehicle City and birthplace of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association. Yes, you 

read that right, GLPA originally started as a conversation in 1964 in the Longway Planetarium at a chance 

meeting of Von Del Chamberlain, and several visiting planetarians. Planetaria were the hot new thing 

during the space race. Longway had opened in 1958 as the second planetarium in Michigan and several 

more opened soon after. The conversation turned to how to create a meeting of planetarium 

professionals, which lead to the original 1965 meeting at which GLPA was formally founded as the first 

regional planetarium association. The rest is history.  

Speaking of history, we’ve got a great conference planned for you this year. Our venue is the park-like 

campus of the Flint Cultural Center, which not only is the home of the Longway Planetarium, but also 

the Sloan Museum (that’s the history part), Flint Institute of Arts, Flint Institute of Music, Flint Youth 

Theater, the Whiting performing theater, Applewood Historic Estate, Buick Gallery and the Flint Public 

Library. We will be using many of these venues for conference events, so you will get the chance to 

explore the campus.  

Our main conference hotel, the Holiday Inn Express, is within a short walk of all conference activities. 

Shuttles will also run between the hotels and conference locations, or you can use the ample free 

parking on the Cultural Center campus if you prefer to drive.  

Some of you may wonder, with all the national news about the water situation in Flint, if water will be 

an issue. The short answer is no – all facilities on campus have tested lead free. All local restaurants and 

hotels long ago installed filters.  

The Longway Planetarium was recently renovated and re-opened last year after a $1.9 million dollar 

makeover. Almost everything in the theater was replaced. The new theater features a 16 meter tilt 

dome, gently sloped floor, new ultra-comfortable Figueras seating, new 5.1 surround sound system, 

Digistar 5 full dome system and the new Christie Boxer 30,000 lumen projectors. Longway is still the 

largest planetarium in Michigan, and now features the latest planetarium technology.  

So join us in Flint, for the informative papers, great product vendors, excellent speakers, and the 

networking with colleagues that you’ve come to expect from a GLPA conference. Make sure to plan 

extra time for the pre-conference workshop and a post conference tour to the nearby Delta College 

Planetarium. We look forward to seeing you all here.  

Clear Skies, 

Todd Slisher      Jeffrey (Buddy) Stark 
Executive Director, Sloan*Longway   Manager, Longway Planetarium  


