GLPA Newsletter

1992
4 issues — 70 pages

out to adults who might not otherwise consider
visiting the planetarium.
I realize these paragraphs may not apply to
the situations of all readers, but this is a current
issue at my home institution, and I wanted to
share my thoughts on it.
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Dale Smith

If your planetarium show were a book, where
would you file it in the library? This interesting
question appeared on a survey I received a few
months ago. The multiple choice selections
included science fiction and literature but not
science. After some thought, I chose literature as
my answer.
Why? Because I think one way to view a
planetarium show is as an art form. Our message
may be science education, but our media are the
many forms of art. We use voice and script,
which are used in theater. We use music, which is
used in concerts. We use visuals, which are used
in art.
We can create programs that, while delivering
science, appeal to the various aesthetic senses as
do the traditional performing arts, and could
attract some of the clientele that plays and
concerts do.
Yet the demographics of our audiences are
much different. We who do public shows all see
this. This pattern is underscored by the survey
results in Bob Bonadurer's paper in the current
GLPA Proceedings. We attract primarily families
rather than primarily adults.
Why do we not attract very many of the adults
who go to plays and concerts and might like our
shows if they saw them? One reason is that we
face deeply entrenched cultural stereotypes -- the
picture of the planetarium primarily as a place for
the kids, the fear of science in so many adults, the
gulf between the science and the humanities (the
two cultures described by C.P. Snow).
There is no magic solution to overcoming
these stereotypes, even in a university community
where in principle it might appear to be easier.
My own experience in this area does not
encourage too much optimism. Yet it is an area I
want to keep fighting in, and the script
writer/producer within me tells me that shows
which are art forms represent one way to reach

Bart Benjamin

Happy Equinox!
With winter on a fast retreat, we can look
forward to the traditional signs of spring -- the
longer days, the return of leaves and flowers, the
celebration of Easter, and GLP A state meetings.
On page 6 is a listing of the upc01ning state
planetarium meetings, held from late March
through early May. Whether you are from a large
or small planetarium, state meetings are an
important opportunity for all of us to learn new
ideas, see new planetarium shows and coordinate
activities with others. Make a point to attend your
state meeting, and feel free to attend other state
meetings if you can.
Please note that the deadline for the summer
GLPA Newsletter is Friday, May 1st Have a
wonderful spring!
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NEWS

STATE

experienced record attendance during the months
of November and December.
The Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign is
currently running Hubble: Reportfrom Orbit and
the wide-screen film Mount St. Helens. On April
11th, the children's show Larry, Cat in Space will
premiere. On May 4th, Director Dave Linton will
return from teaching astronomy in Japan.

I

ILLINOIS

Chainnan:

,

Bart Benjamin
Ceman Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

INDIANA

The Illinois state meeting will be conducted at
the Adler Planetarium in Chicago on Saturday,
May 2nd.
Chicago's Adler Planetarium is continuing its
spring public show, entitled Discovering New
Worlds (through April), its summer public show
Update on the Universe, and its children's show
Meteor Mouse. On the weekend of June 20th and
21st, a "universe fair" will offer information and
materials for amateur astronomers. Adler has
opened several new exhibits, including a display
of historic astronomical instruments from Italy
and another one that allows visitors to receive
images from the Apache Point Observatory in
New Mexico. Adler Planetarium is co-sponsoring
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific's annual
meeting in Madison, Wisconsin on June 20-27.
Triton College's Cernan Earth and Space
Center kicked off its new membership year on
February 8th with a presentation by astronaut
candidate Dr. Janice Voss to an audience of about
400. Currently running to the public is the C-360
film Seasons through April 2nd, followed by the
return of Discover the Planets on April 4th.
Continuing is the Cernan Center's all-new
children's show, entitled, Zip, Zoom, Whiz. Also
continuing through most of April is the Cernan
Center's very popular laser light show, On the
Wings of the Night, which features the music of
Pink Floyd. In May, this program will be replaced
by an all-new laser show featuring the music of
Genesis.
The Henry Crown Space Center in Chicago
will continue running its Omnimax production of
Antarctica through May 28th. Ring of Fire, a film
about volcanos and the earth's crust, premieres on
May 29th. The Henry Crown Space Center

Chairperson:

D

Alan Pareis
904 Warren Street
Huntington, IN 46750
(219) 356-8680

The Indiana state meeting win be conducted
at the Marion High School Planetarium on
Saturday, April 25th. The host will be Director
Bruce Brandle.
The SpaceQuest Planetarium in the
Children's Museum of Indianapolis is currently
running its new show Encounter: 2025, which
features a trip to the space station Icarus. The
SpaceQuest Planetarium recently hosted a
meeting of the American Chemical Society,
during which time molecules were projected in
3-D using the Digistar projector.
The Merrillville Community Planetarium
recently survived the "carpet demons when the
facility was recently recarpeted. Director Gregg
Williams advises other planetarians to be leery of
carpet installers and keep in mind that curved
steps require much more carpet than straight
steps.
The Koch Planetarium in Evansville will
feature a program this spring entitled Things That
Go Bump in the Night, which was developed by
students at the Craigmount Planetarium in
Memphis, Tennessee.
tl
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Defiance. Elizabeth Grimm is their new
planetarian.
The winter program at Youngstown
Planetarium was Child o/the Universe, an
examination of our place in the universe in time
and space. Their current show, In the Wake 0/
Columbus, traces the voyages of several great
explorers. Both are in-house productions, as is the
current show at Bowling Green, Water World, a
program about the life story of planet Earth with
an environmental appeal.

STATE NEWS (cont.)

MICHIGAN

Chainnan:

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

WISCONSIN
Chairman:

The Michigan state meeting will be held at
the Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing on
Saturday, April 4th.

OHIO
Chainnan:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

The Wisconsin state meeting will be held at
the University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse
Planetarium on Friday and Saturday April 24th
and 25th. Director Bob Allen will serve as host.
The University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse
Planetarium is currently running Wisconsin -- A
State/or all Seasons. Written by Dave DeRemer,
this program will play through the month of
March. In April, the public program will be Space
Shuttle: America's Reusable Spacecraft, which
was produced by the staff of the LaCrosse
Planetarium.

o

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept
Bowling Green State Universe
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

The Ohio state meeting will be held at the
Dayton Planetariumts new 50-foot dome
planetarium on Saturday, March 28th. Director
Art Goss will serve as host
Ohio clusters continued to meet this winter.
C.R.A.P. met at Euclid in January with hosts Wes
Orloff and Dan Francetic, and in February Jim
Shannon was host for the meeting at Warrensville.
Northwest Ohio planetarians met at Findlay's
Newhard Planetarium in February. Sam
Littlepage showed his program Footprints on the
Moon and gave a tour.
Spencer Grond has retired from teaching after
many years at Tinora Jr. High School near

ATTENTION PLANETARIANS

Don't be left out of the State News
section of the next GLPA Newsletter. Send
any information about your planetarium
(preferably for the months of June, July or
August) to your state chairperson by April 24,

1992.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
compiled by Bart Benjamin
STATE MEETING DATES

ASTRONOMY DAY 1992

Spring arrives in the wee hours of Friday
morning, March 20th, and shortly thereafter the
GLPA state meetings commence. Please try to
attend your state meeting to get new ideas for
your planetarium or classroom or share your own
discoveries with others. The state meeting dates
are as follows:

Saturday, May 9th has been designated as
Astronomy Day for 1992. Every year since 1973,
astronomers throughout the world have hosted
special events for the public.
To assist planetariums and astronomy clubs in
"taking astronomy to the people," the Astronomical League has published a 120-page handbook
which describes ideas for special events, provides
lists of helpful companies and organizations, and
provides complete rules and entry forms for the
Astronomy Day Award.
Cost for the handbook is $7 in the United
States ($8 for first class mail). Outside the United
States, add $1 for surface mail or $3 for air mail.
All funds must be in U.S. dollars and should be
made payable to the Astronomical League. To
order, or for more information, please write to
Gary Tomlinson, Astronomy Day Headquarters,
Public Museum of Grand Rapids, Chaffee
Planetarium, 54 Jefferson SE, Grand Rapids, MI
49053.
If you just want a copy of the Astronomy Day
Award entry form, send him a self-addressed,
stamped, legal-sized envelope.

Illinois
Saturday, May 2
Adler Planetarium, Chicago
Indiana
Saturday, April 25
Marion Planetarium, Marion
Michigan
Saturday, April 4
Abrams Planetarium, East Lansing
Ohio
Saturday, March 28
Museum of Natural History Plm., Dayton
Wisconsin
Fri. & Sat., April 24-25
Univ. of Wisconsin-LaCrosse Plm., LaCrosse

RECENT PROBLEMS WITH SLIDE BANK
EQUIPMENT
Curator Mitch Luman reports that due to a
shutter failure in the GLPA's camera body, an
unknown number of recent requests for duplicate
slides were inadvertently returned to members
unexposed. If you were one of these persons,
please call Mitch at (812) 425-2406 to make
arrangements to re-shoot the visuals.

For more information about the state
meeting(s) you plan to attend, please contact the
host institution.

SPRING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING
The spring GLPA Executive Committee
Meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April
11, 1992 at the Kalamazoo Public Museum
Planetarium in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Executive
Committee members will be receiving more
information by mail. Others interested in
attending this meeting should contact Eric
Schreur at (616) 345-7092.

V.M. SLIPHER A WARDS
The V.M. Slipher Committee of the National
Academy of Sciences is awarding a total of
$4,500 to projects that enhance the public's
understanding of astronomy. Awards are usually
for less than $1,000, with preference given to
projects requiring seed money for programs that
will continue beyond the grant period. Proposals
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South Carolina from June 9th through 13th, 1992.
For more information, please contact Planetarium
Curator Rick Greenawald at (803) 281-1188.

BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)
should be no longer than three typewritten pages,
and should include a description of the objectives
and procedures of the project and a budget page
identifying how all funds will be spent.
Applications must be postmarked by May 18,
1992.
To apply for more information, please contact
Dennis Schatz, Chairman; V.M. Slipher
Committee; Pacific Science Center; 200 Second
Avenue North; Seattle, WA 98109.

STUDY ASTRONOMY IN ENGLAND
THIS SUMMER
West Chester University and its Institute for
British Cultural Studies in West Chester, Pennsylvania is offering a series of courses in Oxford,
England from August 1-22,1992. One of these,
taught by Dr. George Reed, is entitled
"Astronomy in England: Stonehenge to Herschel."
Tours of Stonehenge, Greenwich and Cambridge
are included in the class registration.
For more information, please contact the
Oxford Summer Study Program; Office of the
Bursar; E.O. Bull Center; Room 114; West
Chester, PA 19383.

A.S.P. TO MEET IN WISCONSIN
The 104th Annual Meeting of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific will be held at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison from June 20 to
25,1992.
A tour of Yerkes Observatory, a "Universe on
Display" product fair, a "Universe in the
Classroom" teacher's workshop, a Scientific
Symposium on Massive Stars and paper sessions
are a few of the highlights planned.
For more information, please contact the
Astronomical Society of the Pacific, 390 Ashton
Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94112. Their phone
number is (415) 337-1100.

STRASENBURGH PLANETARIUM
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES SEMINAR
The Strasenburgh Planetarium in Rochester,
New York is offering its 10th annual Production
Techniques Seminar, beginning June 29th and
continuing through July 2nd, 1992. For more
information, please contact Donald Hall, Director;
Strasenburgh Planetarium; Rochester Museum
and Science Center; 657 East Avenue; Box 1480;
Rochester, NY 14603. His phone number is
(716) 271-4320.

.. . AND SPEAKING OF THE A.S.P.
MEETING
The Adler Planetarium in Chicago is
cosponsoring the Astronomy Society of the
Pacific's annual meeting. If your planetarium or
organization has materials that you would like to
have distributed at the meeting, please contact
April Whitt at (312) 322-0338.

OTHER REGIONAL PLANETARIUM
CONFERENCES
The annual conference of the Middle Atlantic
Planetarium Society (M.A.P.S.) will be held at the
Carnegie Science Center's Buhl Planetarium in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania from April 29 through
May 2, 1992. For more information, please
contact Conference Organizer Laura Deines at
(412) 237-3308 or Conference Host Martin
Ratcliffe at (412) 237-3399.
The annual conference of the Southeastern
Planetarium Association (S.E.P.A.) will be held at
the Roper Mountain Science Center in Greenville,
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GLPA ARTICLES
curriculum is designed to follow the 1987 Silver
Burdette Science Text. Cost for GLPA members
is $2.50.
Art Klinger contributed his district's 6th
grade classroom activity guidebook, covering
lessons in circles, degrees, angles, directions,
earth motions, time, seasons, and how to construct
a star and planet finder. Cost for GLPA members
is $5.00.
Sheldon Schafer contributed several packets
of classroom astronomy activities used within the
Peoria Parochial Schools. This packet also
includes suggestions for planetarium visits. Cost
for GLPA members is $10.00.
Sheldon Schafer also contributed a five-level
astronomy workpack for primary and middle
school students produced by the Royal Astronomical Society in London. Since this information
requires permission to duplicate, interested parties
should contact Gary Sampson for details.
Dave DeRemer contributed a 3rd grade unit
of hands-on astronomy lessons and activities for
the classroom. This unit covers the study of the
earth, moon and planets. Cost for GLPA
members is $3.50.

GLPA SCRIPT BANK
RECEIVES NEW
SCRIPrS
The GLPA Script Bank has recently received
six new scripts, as follows:
The Voyages of Christopher Columbus,
written by Carl Wenning. Cost of this script for
GLPA members is $5.70. A teacher's guide is
available for $1.50. This show describes
Columbus' discovery of the New World.
New Worlds, written by Dale Smith. Cost for
GLPA members is $3.50. This show discusses the
subject of discovery, from the Vikings to today's
space explorers.
Nightflyers, written by Rob Landis. Cost for
GLPA members is $2.10. This show looks at
stellar navigation from a bird's-eye view.
Northern Nights, Northern Lights, written by
Rob Landis. Cost for GLPA members is $1.90.
This show discusses aurora.
Skies of Summer, written by Rob Landis.
Cost for GLPA members is $1.70. This show
tours the summer sky.
Space Birds, written by Rob Landis. Cost for
GLPA members is $1.90. This show discusses
artificial earth satellites.

All prices for curriculum guides include
shipping and handling. Please direct all orders to
Instructional Materials Chair Gary Sampson
(address on GLPA Newsletter masthead).

All quoted prices include shipping and
handling. All scripts are available from
Instructional Materials Chair Gary Sampson
(address on GLPA Newsletter masthead).

GLPA SLIDE BANK
RECEIVES NEW SLIDES
Mitch Luman reports that the visual from the
presentation of astronaut Ron Parise (at Youngstown) that shows three distinct sets of tidal waves
moving toward the coast of Africa is now part of
the slide bank. Another new addition is a set of
six slides of the Baja solar eclipse taken by Jim
Seevers.
Mitch suggests that members request slides as
part of a larger order containing a minimum of
twelve duplicates. Slides may be ordered from
the slide bank at a cost of 50 cents per duplicate.
Slide duplication is done at the Koch Planetarium
in Evansville, using film that is subsequently
returned to the member for local processing.

GLPA SCRIPT BANK
RECEIVES NEW
CURRICULUM GUIDES
The GLPA Script Bank has recently received
six new contributions, as follows:
Carl Wenning contributed a Teacher's Guide
for his Voyages of Christopher Columbus
planetarium show. Cost for GLPA members is
$1.50.
Dayle Brown contributed a curriculum guide
for grades K-6 which outlines classroom activities
and planetarium program selections. This
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Planetarium Specialist
The Fels Planetarium
The Franklin Institute Science Museum.
contact:
The Franklin Institute; Human Resources;
20th and the Parkway; Philadelphia, P A 19103
(215) 448-1293.

GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)

I.P.S.JOB
INFORMATION SERVICE

Planetarium Educator
SpaceQuest Planetarium
The Children's Museum.
contact:
Greg Barnes, Director; SpaceQuest Planetarium;
The Children's Museum; 3000 N. Meridian St.;
Indianapolis, IN 46208; (317) 924-5431.

In the last issue of the GLPA Newsletter, I
included an article written by Don Hall regarding
the I.P.S. Job Information Service. It should be
pointed out that this service is only for members
of I.P.S. To become a member, please send $39 to
Keith Johnson, I.P.S. Treasurer, Fleischmann
Planetarium, Reno, NV 89557.
The following list of job announcements are
those that I have recently received from either the
I.P.S. Job Information Service, a formal position
opening notice from the institution offering the
job, or information from other planetarians. Since
I do not have ongoing contact with these
institution, I have no way of knowing when a
position is filled. Therefore, please contact the
contact person or department listed for full
information.
If you are an I.P.S. member and wish to
receive the most updated information possible
about planetarium jobs, send six #10 business
(legal) size self-addressed, stamped envelopes to:
I.P.S. Job Information; Strasenburgh Planetarium;
Box 1480; Rochester, NY 14603.
Planetarium Curator
The Museum of Arts and Sciences;
4182 Forsyth Road; Macon, GA 31210
(912) 477-3232.
Director
The Dreyfuss Planetarium; The Newark Museum.
contact:
Mary Sue Sweeney Price; Deputy Director;
The Newark Museum;
P.O. Box 540; Newark, NJ 07101.
Internship
Buehler Planetarium: Broward Comm. College.
contact:
Dr. David H. Menke, Director
Buehler Planetarium; Broward Comm. College;
3501 S.W. Davie Road; Davie, FL 33314.
Application Deadline: April 16, 1992.
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.

-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001
(602) 774-3358

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary{freasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A. its membership or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1992.
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Bart Benjamin

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Dale Smith

In the membership survey that Dale Smith
described, several people expressed the opinion
that perhaps the GLPA Newsletter should contain
more astronomy articles and teacher resource
materials and be more like The IPS Planetarian.
Although these ideas are basically sound, there
are a number of reasons that the Executive
Committee and I do not support significant
changes to the GLPA Newsletter at this time.
The GLPA Newsletter is a newsletter, not a
journal. Its function is to provide information
about our planetarium organization, its member
planetariums, and present a limited number of
articles written by our own members. The GLPA
Newsletter's real strength is to connect the diverse
talents of our varied membership and provide a
means for sharing experiences and knowledge -to make each of us better aware of GLPA, its
many fine planetariums, and its many talented
members. Other publications, such as The
Planetarian, Sky and Telescope, and Astronomy
are much better suited to providing astronomy
articles and sky maps than we are. There's no
way that we could duplicate the fine work of these
periodicals, nor should we try.
In addition to this, any effort to significantly
change the format of the GLPA Newsletter would
add significantly to the cost of the publication,
and ultimately dues. Production costs would
easily double and likely triple if additional feature
columns or outside articles became a regular
addition to the newsletter.
Despite all that I've just said, however, I
assure you that the GLPA Newsletter will
continue to evolve and change as its members find
new ways to approach the 21st century. Let me
know your thoughts and suggestions. It's your
input that makes the GLPA Newsletter a success.
Please note that the deadline for the Autumn
GLPA Newsletter is Saturday, August 1st Have a
wonderful SUllliller -- and don't forget to observe
the cosmic wonders of the SUllliller sky.

In last fall's GLPA Newsletter, the Executive
Committee conducted a membership survey to
profile who we are, seek your advice on some
specific questions and solicit your suggestions.
We reported some results in the winter newsletter
on page 3. This column continues that report.
Many of the suggestions involved printed
materials. The most frequent request was for
teaching tips, ideas and activities, with equipment
or special effects tips running second. A GLPA
TIPS booklet is a natural way to collect and
distribute these tips, so in response, the Executive
Committee has voted to publish a TIPS booklet
composed of teaching ideas contributed by the
nlembership. An announcement and call for
contributions appears on page 8. Please
contribute!
Other suggestions were for new product
reviews or a "what's new?" column. These
features currently appear in The Planetarian, the
quarterly journal of the IPS. We feel that IPS is
doing a good job in this area and that we should
not try to duplicate their efforts, so interested
readers are referred to The Planetarian. Please see
the Editor's Message on this page as well.
Several respondents suggested giving more
visibility to portable planetariums. In response,
we plan to begin a newsletter column on portables
(see page 6). The yes/no question on member
services yielded the following:
-- overwhelming support for continuing and
expanding the slide and script banks. Twothirds of the respondents have used these banks.
-- support for GLPA obtaining videotapes or laser
discs for members to preview. Unfortunately,
the sheer numbers and costs make this too
unwieldy a service to provide.
(continued on page 7)
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STATE

NEWS
the Museum. On June 12th, the Rolling Stones
concert film At the Max will premiere four nights
a week during the summer. The Museum will
conduct a number of events on July 18th to
commemorate Space Week, including a shuttle
astronaut appearance and lectures on lunar
colonies and astronomical observations from
space.
The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria
has completed its public run of Planet Quest and
is now showing Space Elves. Their Community
Solar System, the largest scale model of the solar
system on earth, is now in place in central Illinois.
This model is true to scale for both planetary size
and distance. The staff says it will add a Proxima
Centauri display as soon as they can figure out a
way to get it to the moon.

ILLINOIS
)

Chainnan:

Bart Benjamin
Ceman Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

The lllinois State Meeting was held at Adler
Planetarium on Saturday, May 2nd. Those
present at the meeting toured Adler's new
production facilities, saw its new 3-D planetarium
show, and saw a demonstration of the telescope
and imaging system contained in its Doane
Observatory. Thanks to hosts Larry Ciupik and
Jim Seevers.
Chicago's Adler Planetarium recently
debuted its first ever 3-D show entitled Update on
the Universe, which features a tour of the planets
and an overview of manmade satellites. This new
show will run through September 22nd. Wonderful Rocket will run during the summer as its
children's show. Beginning in June, Adler will
present a new exhibit entitled "Satellites: Getting
the Big Picture," which tells the 35-year history of
manmade satellites. Staff members will also
distribute satellite tracking guides to help people
locate satellites overhead.
Triton College's Cernan Earth and Space
Center welcomed its millionth visitor in early
June and celebrated this milestone with a
millionth visitor presentation, a week of museum
shop discounts, and a scratch card contest. The
Cernan Center is currently running Discover the
Planets to the public along with its popular
children's show Zip, Zoom, Whiz! An all-new
laser light show, In the Air, featuring the music of
Genesis, premiered in May and will run through
the summer.
The Henry Crown Space Center in Chicago
premieres Ring of Fire, a film about volcanos and
the earth's crust, on May 29th. Its production of
Antarctica has now been shown in 27 Imax or
Omnimax theaters worldwide and has been
translated into six languages. On June lOth,
Chicago black astronaut Mae Jemison will visit

INDIANA
Chairperson:

D

Alan Pareis
904 Warren Street
Huntington, IN 46750
(219) 356-8680

The Indiana State Meeting was held at the
Marion High School Planetarium on Saturday,
April 25th. Those present at the meeting toured
the planetarium, tried out new IBM and
Mac-compatible astronomy programs, and
utilized the GLPA Slide Bank. Thanks to the
meeting host Bruce Brandle.
The Koch Planetarium in Evansville has
received a $10,000 grant from Bristol Myers
Squibb to develop and implement a Summer
Science Camp in conjunction with the Science
Center there. Two part-time staff members will
be hired to assist with this special program.
The Dunseth Planetarium in Vincennes is
scheduled for closure this semester. According to
Director George Stephenson, the planetarium
building will become the new site for a physical
plant for a new student union. The planetarium's
View lex Goto Mercury star projector will be
placed into storage until a new site is located.
The Merrillville Community Planetarium has
completed a very successful run of Hubble:
Report from Orbit, which benefited from extra
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STATE NEWS (cont.)
OHIO

publicity provided by the local cable company.
The cable company also underwrote the cost of
obtaining the show. Please contact Director
Gregg Williams for innovative ways to obtain
community funds for small school planetaria.
Those contemplating the purchase of an LCD
video projector should talk to Dave Parker at the
Tipton Planetarium. He now has several months
of experience using and demonstrating a new
General Electric model.

Chainnan:

The Ohio State Meeting was held at the new
Philips Space Theater at the Dayton Museum of
Natural History. Host Art Goss demonstrated the
new Digistar~ ran a pair of his programs, and
provided a buffet lunch. A paper session and visit
to the SunWatch Indian Village completed the
day. Thanks to host Art Goss.
Ohio clusters continued to meet this spring,
with visits to Midpark in March and the Cleveland
Natural History Museum in May.
Spring was in the air as Youngstown's Ward
Beecher Planetarium ran Rite of Spring, an A-V
celebration of the season, in April and May. They
also presented several spring concerts featuring
brass, saxophone and woodwind instruments.
The Ritter Planetarium in Toledo presented
To the Ends of the Earth, written by Linda
Sudlow.
The Bowling Green Planetarium ran its
second annual May Days series, featuring short
runs of Adventures Along the Spectrum, Larry
Cat in Space, and The Stellar Thread. The
planetarium recently cooperated with the
University's symphony to provide visual
accompaniment to their concert hall performance
of Holst's The Planets.

MICHIGAN

Chainnan:

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept
Bowling Green State Univers.
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids has
had a very successful run of their original family
show~ entitled Bozo's Blast Off. During the
summer~ they will present Camping Trip with
Grandpa as their family show and The Voyager
Encounters as their feature show. Chaffee's first
originally produced laser show, entitled Spirit of
Rush, will open on July 4th.
The Cranbrook Institute of Science will host a
travelling exhibit this summer on giant robotic
insects called "Backyard Monsters." The McMath
Planetarium will feature Larry Cat in Space and
Evening Sky Journey. A new potpourri-style
laser show called Laser Kaleidoscope will debut
on June 13. Other laser shows this summer will
feature the music of Rush, Led Zeppelin, and Pink
Floyd.
The Longway Planetarium in Flint features
Magic Sky and More than Meets the Eye during
the summer. Longway's Laser Fantasy based
laser show featured a successful run of Metallica
and Pink Floyd's The Wall during the spring.

WISCONSIN
Chainnan:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

The University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse
Planetarium hosted the Wisconsin State Meeting
on April 24-25. About 20 persons attended~
including some from Iowa and Minnesota. Three
planetarium programs and an "album encounters"
(continued on page 7)

Attention Planetarians: If news of your
planetarium is missing from this column,
please send it to your state chairperson for the
next issue of the GLPA Newsletter.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
compiled by Bart Benjamin

GLPAlGPPA JOINT CONFERENCE
The 28th annual conference of the Great
Lakes Planetarium Association (GLP A) will be
held jointly with the Great Plains Planetarium
Association (GPPA) at the St. Louis Science
Center from October 21-24,1992. For more
information about this exciting conference, see
pages 17 and 18 of this newsletter.

MOBILE NEWS NETWORK COLUMN
Calling all Mobile Planetarians! Dayle
Brown from Pegasus Productions wants to form a
network of GLPA mobile planetarians, but she
first needs to know who you are. Please send her
you name, affiliation, type of planetarium,
address, phone number, and any news you have to
report. Also, please let her know the names and
addresses of any other mobile planetarians so that
she can add them to the network.
If enough news is regularly received from the
mobile planetarium community, a regular column
will be added to the GLPA Newsletter. Send any
information you have to Dayle Brown; Pegasus
Productions; 713 Cushing; South Bend, IN
46616. Or call her at (219) 282-1885.

ASTRONOMY DAY HANDBOOKS
Astronomy Day Coordinator Gary Tomlinson
reports that the second edition of "The Astronomy
Day Coordinator's Handbook" is sold out. Plans
are underway for a major revision and updating of
this valuable resource. If all goes according to
plan, the 3rd edition should be available near the
end of the summer of 1992, just in time to start
serious planning for 1993's May 1st National
Astronomy Day. Please watch for further
announcements in the GLPA Newsletter, Sky and
Telescope, and Astronomy magazines.

MOST PROLIFIC PLANETARIAN
CONTEST
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association is
about to release a bibliography of planetarium
articles written between 1913 and 1990. To kick
off the fall release of this publication, GLPA is
sponsoring a contest to find the most prolific
planetarian -- that is, the author listed the most
times in GLPA's bibliography. The winner will
receive a one year free membership in GLPA.
Contest rules are as follows: entries must be
on a postcard; one entry per card; entrant's name
and address must be on each entry; each entry
should list the first and last name of the person
you think has written the most articles recorded in
GLPA's bibliography; in the event of a tie, the
first postmark will serve as tie breaker; only
periodical articles published about planetariums
prior to 1991 count; articles published in regional
journals and newsletters dQ count; however,
articles in the Planetarian do not count, since they
are not indexed in this bibliography; you may
enter your own name; you can make as many
guesses as you wish; people who have seen draft
copies of the GLPA bibliography are not eligible;
decision of the judges is final; entries must be
received by August 1, 1992.
Send entries to Gary Tomlinson, Public
Museum of Grand Rapids, Chaffee Planetarium,
54 Jefferson SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49053.

NEW ADDITION TO GLPA SLIDE BANK
Jenny Pon from Michigan State University's
Abrams Planetarium recently contributed a
ten-slide photo series of the rare, three-planet
gathering of June, 1991. This photo series
captures the changing configuration between
Venus, Jupiter and Mars, shown with a fixed
horizon and twilight. It should serve as a great
teaching tool to demonstrate planetary motion.
For more information, please contact
Audio-Visual File Chair Mitch Lumen at the
Koch Science Center Planetarium; Evansville
Museum; 411 S.E. Riverside Drive; Evansville,
IN 47713. Or call him at (812) 425-2406.

GARY SAMPSON RECEIVES AWARD
GLPA Instructional Materials Chair Gary
Sampson recently received the Kohl Award for
excellence in teaching in the state of Wisconsin.
The award carries a cash award to both his school
and to the recipient. Gary will also be on a panel
of teachers for the June conference of the
Astronomical Society of the Pacific in Madison.
Congratulations, Gary!
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(continued from page 3)

BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)

-- opposition to raising convention registration
(reimbursed by some institutions) to keep dues
(rarely reimbursed) low, so this idea will not be
pursued.
-- strong support for an updated version of the
Sourcebook, and moderate willingness to
accept a dues increase if necessary to pay for it.
IPS is considering a project like this and we are
in discussion with them about it.
-- little desire to have GLPA provide an option to
purchase Personal Liability Insurance.
-- one-third of the respondents would consider
leaving GLPA something in their will.

VIVIAN CRAWFORD RECEIVES AWARD
Joliet, Illinois planetarian Vivian Crawford
(who recently married and is now Vivian Hoette)
was one of only ten teachers to receive the Illinois
Science Teachers Association A ward for
Excellence in Teaching. Congratulations, Vivian!

GLPA COMPUTER BULLETIN BOARD
Since last fall, the GLPA Computer Bulletin
Board has been in operation. This bulletin board
allows users to download text files, computer
programs, and exchange short messages. You can
also make text files and computer programs
available to other GLPA members by uploading
them to the bulletin board.
In the near future, two utilities will become
available. The first is a directory of planetariums
in the Great Lakes area. The second utility will be
an on-line directory of GLPA members. To
access this information, your name must be on the
list.
The computer bulletin board can be accessed
by anyone with a computer and modem by dialing
(616) 342-4062. For more information, please
contact Membership Chair Eric Schreur at (616)
345-7092.

Conferences: Half the respondents regularly
attend the annual conference. Distance and lack
of money and time off were commonly listed as
barriers by those unable to attend regularly.
Suggestions included pleas to keep costs as
low as possible, to emphasize workshops that are
practical for small planetariums (if you can offer a
workshop like this, please volunteer) to be sure
new members are served, and to allow time for
special interest groups to meet. These suggestions
have been incorporated in conference planning
guidelines. See Gary Tomlinson's articles on
conference planning on pages 8 to 10.
Computers: Most respondents use computers
(Apple II, Mac, IBM, in that order), but few have
access to a network. A computer bulletin board
has been established in response to that interest.
Use of Planetarium: Nearly every
respondent's planetarium is used by school
groups, about three-fourths have regular or
occasional public shows, and (surprisingly to me)
two-thirds are used to teach astronomy courses.
Two-thirds of the school planetariums work with
a school based astronomy or space science
curriculum. GLPA is currently developing a
sample curriculum. Please contact Dave
DeRemer if you can contribute.
Level of support in terms of time, staff, and
budget varies among school, college/university,
and museum planetariums in the generally
expected ways, but the detailed response
frequencies shown on page 12 are interesting.
Allowing for the selection effect that the
better-supported members were more likely to
respond, these results underscore the need to
provide services that help the very low budget
places.

STATE NEWS (continued from page 5)
were presented at the meeting. Dave DeRemer
demonstrated his video projector and laser
scanner. Northern Iowa University at Cedar Falls,
Iowa and the Great Planetarium at Waterloo
offered to host next year's meeting. Thanks to the
meeting host Bob Allen.
The University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse
Planetarium is running Space Shuttle: America's
Reusable Spacecraft as its current public program.
This program is an edited version of the Bishop
Planetarium's program On the Threshold of a
Dream.

(continued on page 12)
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GLPA ARTICLES
call Dave DeRemer at (414) 521-8841 or Dale
Smith at (419) 372-8666. The deadline for all
contributions is November 1, 1992.
This booklet is modeled on one called Great
Ideas for Teaching Astronomy published by West
Publishing Company in 1989. Filled with 103
pages of imaginative and useful vignettes from 36
contributors for teaching astronomy in the
classroom, it is available for $10.95 from West
Publishing Company; 50 West Kellogg Blvd.; St.
Paul, MN 55164-1003.
We envision a shorter booklet (about 25
pages) with more emphasis on teaching
astronomy in the planetarium. Here's your
chance to share a favorite teaching tip or two.
Please help create a resource that will help us all.

CALL FOR
CONfRlBUfIONS FOR
NEW TIPS BOOKLET:
GREAT IDEAS FOR
PLANETARIUM
TEACHING
Dale Smith, GLPA President
Bowling Green, OH
GLPA is creating a new TIPS booklet in
response to the many suggestions on the
membership survey that GLPA provide more
teaching tips and related materials to its members.
Since the best source of these ideas is all of us
who are practicing teachers in our different ways,
we picture the booklet as a forum composed of
contributions from many, many GLPA members.
We would like you to contribute something.
Weare looking for the following:

EVALUATION RESULTS
OF THE 1991 GLPA
CONFERENCE AT
YOUNGSTOWN
Gary TomIinson, Acting Chair
Conference Planning
Grand Rapids, MI

-- any teaching tips for short, interesting lesson
plans
-- useful analogies, explanations, and examples
-- ideas for demonstrations
-- activities and exercises (including ones ready to
pass out)
-- drawings or visuals that can be copied
-- jokes or anecdotes that work
-- equipment tips
-- plans for very simple, inexpensive special
effects
-- basically, any unique thing you find useful in
teaching astronomy in your planetarium or
classroom

At every GLPA conference, we request the
conference attendees to fill out a conference
evaluation form, which rates everything from the
preliminary program to the post conference
activities. We undertake this process to improve
our future conferences.
At Youngstown, all the conference activities
received a 3.0 or greater, with the exception of
vendor exhibits, the swap meet, and a couple of
the planetarium shows. Ratings are given on a 4
point scale, with 4 being the best and 0 being
worthless. All in all, the convention delegates
seemed very pleased with the conference and
many asked GLPA to thank Dr. Young for a great
conference.

Contributions may be as short as one sentence
or as long as a couple pages (a paragraph or two is
ideal) and must be copyright-free. Please type all
text and make any designs or drawings cameraready, if possible. Note any restrictions as to
grade level, audience size, star projector, special
equipment, etc.
Send your contributions to Dave DeRemer,
GLPA Education Chair (address on back page of
GLPA Newsletter). If you have questions, please

SOME SURPRISES AND CONCLUSIONS
The business meeting received a 3.0. We
didn't expect the business meeting to be highly
rated. Perhaps holding it over a meal was seen as
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conclusions with you. Most are about the annual
conference.
First, however, I would like to thank everyone
who completed and returned either survey. We,
the elected officers of GLPA, are here to do your
bidding. To do that, we need to know what it is
you want to have done. Also, I learned that there
are a great number of teachers in our membership.
I was reminded of that when I received a number
of the questionnaires back with my spelling errors
either corrected or marked wrong.

GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)
a big plus. However, many people expressed the
opinion that the meeting should be over by 2 p.m.
The registration procedure was the second
highest rated event! Perhaps this was due to the
fact that registration this year was conducted
immediately outside the doorway into a reception.
People registered for the conference and then
went in to eat, drink, and visit. Perhaps providing
food (as in the business meeting) makes the
normally unpopular necessities more palatable.
Other remarks included:

WHAT THE MEMrnERS WANT
GLPA members are a diverse group who
desire low conference registration fees (e.g.
around $40) that would include all the meals
during the conference, the Spitz banquet, big
name speakers (like Carl Sagan), free workshops
where participants make and take home a
multi-image computerized laser scanner
(including computer and 4-color I-watt laser),
TIPS booklets and updated Sourcebooks.
GLPA members want non-concurrent paper
sessions lasting 1 1/2 hours or less and giving
each member as much time as required to deliver
their paper. We also want more free time, a hotel
with a pool, and a sauna and weight room, but
costing less than $22 per night. We want more
papers on education, low-tech special effects, and
less video while at the same time increasing our
use and talks about video.
In summary, we want a conference that lasts 2
1/2 days, has more in it than a five-day conference, has more free time, many free resources, and
costs less than a Big Mac.

-- The swap meet needs work.
-- Post conference trips were a great idea.
-- The number of papers was viewed as the
appropriate number (there were 35 papers).
-- As many persons thanked us for not having a
concurrent paper session as people who suggested we have them. This implies that there is
no way to please everyone on this subject!
-- More special effects talks/workshops were
desired.
-- Notify registrants if there is a significant change
in the schedule.
Most of the other comments concerned
speaking and session arrangements. We are
working on correcting these at future meetings.
As you can see, filling out conference questionnaires is important! In fact, if you have an idea or
suggestion for GLPA, you don't have to wait for a
conference evaluation form to make your feelings
known. Just drop a line to any executive
committee member listed on the back of the
GLPA Newsletter.

SERIOUSLY
Well, maybe I did exaggerate a little, but
many of the things we request of ourselves are
mutually exclusive. As the old saying goes, "We
have done so little for so long that we are now
qualified to do anything with nothing." Many of
our members are doing just that! Planetarians are
the most resourceful people I've ever met. We
expect it of ourselves and of our planetarium
organizations, and there is nothing wrong with
that.
GLPA is trying to do "anything from
nothing." Two years ago, GLPA spent $26.50 for
every $20 we received from dues. Since we are
not the federal government (Le. we cannot print
money to offset the deficit), we have to be getting
income from sources other than our members. By
the way, this $26.50 does not count all the time
that our members spend on GLPA business,
postage, phone calls, secretarial help, and
equipment usage that is picked up by many of our
institutions.

WHAT MEMBERS WANf
FROMGLPA
Gary Tomlinson, Acting Chair
Conference Planning
Grand Rapids, MI
In the conference evaluation forms distributed
at Youngstown, I not only asked for suggestions
on the conference but also for opinions about
GLPA in general. These responses have helped
me to better understand what members expect
from GLPA and I'd like to share some of these
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have to choose, but it is a fact of life.
So when you go to a GLPA conference,
expect ~o get your money's worth. We try to have
s.omethmg ~o~ everybody, while still allowing you
time to SOCIalIze. If you need more time to see old
friends, consider coming early or staying late so
that you would have time to sample some of the
local surroundings.

GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)
We are all well aware that GLPA has the
highest dues of any American regional
planetarium association. We also know that we
provide more services than any other region. We
must be doing something right as we have many
members from beyond our region. Most of these
people thought GLPA was worth joining even if
they couldn't attend the conferences. I do know
from other professional organizations that I
belong to (at last count, there were about 17), that
GLPA dues are cheap, conference registration
costs are low, the service is high, the people are
great, and the conferences are fun, exhausting and
educational. So what is GLPA going to do for its
members now?

''YOU ARE HERE"
EXIllBIT VISITS ADLER
PlANETARIUM
JonR. Welte
Astronomy Intern, Adler Planetarium

GLPA'S COMMITMENT
We are committed to keeping the dues as low
~s possible. Currently, there is no expected dues
Increase. By the way, GLPA dues were $5 in
1965. Accounting for inflation, our 1992 dues
should be $21.35 -- and in 1965, members only
received a six-page newsletter! We are committed to keeping the conference costs down
including lodging, food, etc. We are trying t~
raise funds from outside sources. We are
committed to do what our members want.
Unfortunately, some members want one thing and
other members want another. Sometimes, these
requests are mutually exclusive. We will attempt
to have 2 1/2 day conferences with free time and
non-concurrent paper sessions and continue to
deliver quarterly publications. So how can our
members maximize the GLPA conference
experience?

"You Are Here," a travelling exhibit created
by the Austin Children's Museum and designed
primarily for ages 8 to 14, was at the Adler
Planetarium from late November through the first
week of April. This exhibit proved to be very
popular with the public despite some factual
weaknesses.
"You Are Here" is an introduction to the solar
syste~ -- our "neighborhood" in space -- made up
of statIons spread over an exhibit area of about
2,000 square feet. The neighborhood feel is
enhanced by street signs, a mailbox for holding
brochures, and in our case a red picket fence
surrounding the exhibit. Stations include a large
solar system orrery, a set of planet templates used
to create crayon rubbings, a "light detective lab"
in which visitors use spectroscopes to view
emiss~on lines of v~rious elements, a biology area
featurIng two terrarIUms and an aquarium for
e~i~iting life found on planet Earth, and several
aCtIVIty areas.
The key to "You Are Here" is visitor
facilitation. For the Adler Planetarium this was a
big step, since staff interaction with vi;itors has
been virtually nonexistent here for many years.
Fortunately, it was possible to hire a full-time
facilitator who proved to be quite gifted in both
interacting with the public and dealing with the
various administrative requirements that "You
Are Here" introduced.
An important discovery we made about "You
Are·Here" is that it contains some erroneous
information. One station includes a small
telescope and several pairs of binoculars to be
used to observe a panel with depictions of the
moon and planets on it. The idea here is to show
how these objects appear as viewed from earth.

HOW TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE
Obviously, since we cannot really have the
ea:th, moon and stars at a 2 1/2 day conference
WIth loads of free time, it is up to the individual
members to pick and choose what conference
activities they wish to attend. But please don't
skip the business meeting -- we need a quorum.
Our members seem to want to attend everything
and they complain that there wasn't enough free
time or that the quality at every paper was not "up
to snuff." (Curiously, from the conference
evaluations, I discovered that one paper that was
lambasted by a few members was highly praised
by o~e~s .. Boy, I wish you people would agree!)
~h~ .mdivIdua~ member ,must take a little responSIbIlIty for theIr own enjoyment, and not just go
from one session to another like a zombie.
Personally, I try to see everything. I don't like to
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GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

The moon picture, though, is actually a spacecraft
image showing much of the lunar farside -- not an
ideal image for this purpose. There are numerous
other bits of misinformation scattered through the
exhibit, some of which were corrected while the
exhibit was here.
Despite the accuracy problem, the exhibit had
great crowd appeal. Our full-time facilitator,
Christine Meade, was very effective in using
"You Are Herellls strong points, such as its orrery.
The orrery is large enough to allow up to 25
students to gather around it at one time, and it was
used as an orientation stop for school groups just
entering the exhibit.
When no school groups were scheduled, the
exhibit was kept open to the public. Facilitator
interaction with the public was very important.
When no facilitator was present, visitors spent an
average of just 13 seconds examining the orrery.
With a facilitator present, however, the time spent
at the orrery jumped to one minute, twenty
seconds. The orrery proved intriguing to most
visitors, but without some interpretation it was not
effective in conveying astronomical concepts.
One part of the exhibit which seemed to work
well with or without a facilitator present were the
planet rubbings. Although designed with children
in mind, even adults seemed to enjoy using the
metal templates and crayons to produce images of
the nine planets. Paper gets used up quickly,
though, and the melted "crayon cakes" that work
best for making the rubbings tended to walk away
long before they were used up.
All in all, "You Are Here" had a very
successful tour at Adler. Children thought of it as
a "playground" and greatly enjoyed many sections
of the exhibit. Numerous adults commented that
"You Are Here" was more "their speed," being
simpler and easier to understand than a laser light
tour of Fermilab and the Big Bang. However, the
exhibit's usefulness declined markedly when no
facilitators were present. Any institution
considering "You Are Here" as a possible
temporary exhibit should be aware of the
considerable staff committment it requires for
most effective use.
"You Are Here" is booked up for the near
future, but more information about it can be
obtained from the Austin Children's Museum at
(512) 472-2494.

The following list of job announcements are
those that I have recently received from either the
I.P.S. Job Information Service, a formal position
opening notice from the institution offering the
job, or information from other planetarians. Since
I do not have ongoing contact with these
institution, I have no way of knowing when a
position is filled. Therefore, please contact the
person or department listed for full information.
If you are an I.P.S. member and wish to
receive the most updated information possible
about planetarium jobs, send six #10 business
(legal) size self-addressed, stamped envelopes to:
I.P.S. Job Information; Strasenburgh Planetarium;
Box 1480; Rochester, NY 14603.
Planetarium Lecturer; Andrus Planetarium;
Kathryn Adamchick, Education Director;
The Hudson River Museum; 511 Warburton
Avenue; Yonkers, NY 10701; (914) 963-8558.
Planetarium Program Coordinator;
Andrus Planetarium;
Kathryn Adamchick, Education Director;
The Hudson River Museum; 511 Warburton
Avenue; Yonkers, NY 10701; (914) 963-8558.
Executive Director;
Astronomical Society of the Pacific;
Dr. Bruce Carney, Chairman, Search Committee;
Astronomical Society of the Pacific; 390 Ashton
Avenue; San Francisco, CA 94112.
Audio Visual Education Specialist;
James Madison University;
Employee Relations and Training; James
Madison University; Harrisonburg, VA 22807.
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PRESIDENr'S MESSAGE (continued from page 7)
What fraction of your time is allocated to the planetarium?
museum

col1./univer.

school

4
1

3
3

4
6

1
0
0

4

5
3

A. full time
B. more than half but less than full
C. less than half but more than an
hour a day
D. an hour/period a day
E. less than an hour/period a day

o

o

2

What level of support staff do you have? (mark all that apply)
A. full time of one or more persons
B. part time of one or more persons
C. student workers/volunteer
D. outside volunteers
E.none
F. other

3
4
1
0
0
0

6
7
10
4
2

o

1
4
1
1

13

o

In what range does your annual operating budget fall (exclusive of salaries and overhead costs such as
custodial typically paid by the parent institution)?
A. over $25,000
B. $5,000 to $25,000
C. $1,000 to $5,000
D. $500 to $1,000
E. $100 to $500
F. under $100

3
0
2
1
0
0

5
2
5
0
0
0

0
3
4
2
7
4

We are grateful for so many thoughtful suggestions and have tried to consider them all. If you feel ideas
you contributed have been overlooked or if you have other ideas, please feel free to contact me.
P.S. In the survey, one (unknown) person asked for some sources of sky-related mythology. Here they are:
-- E.C. Krupp, Beyond the Blue Horizon (1991), 378 pp., $35.
-- J.D.W. Staal, The New Patterns in the Sky (1988), 300 pp., $14.95.
-- I. Ridpath, Star Tales (1988), 161 pp., $19.95.
-- J. Monroe and R. Williamson, They Dance in the Sky (Native American) (1987), 130 pp., $12.95.
-- G.W. Mayo, Star Talks (Native American) (1987), 96 pp., $12.85.
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETI'ER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.

-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001
(602) 774-3358
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Great Lakes Planetarium Association
Great Plains Planetarium Association

1992 Joint Conference
St. Louis, Missouri, - October 21-24, 1992
Conference Preview
The St. Louis Science Center is pleased to be the host for a joint conference of the Great Lakes
and Great Plains planetarium associations, October 21-24, 1992.
Completed this spring, the $34 million Science Center features over BO,OOO-square feet of permanent exhibits, including a facility devoted to the space sciences highlighted by the 228-seat
Digistar®-equipped McDonnell Planetarium. Other features of the Science Center include an
Omnimax@ theater and a variety of unique learning labs, as well as a travelling exhibit gallery,
showcasing "Soviet Space."
In addition to its convenient Midwestern location and accessibility, st. Louis boasts a number of
cultural and entertainment attractions, from the world-famous Zoo, Art Museum and Botanical
Gardens, to the city's stunning riverfront landmark, the Gateway Arch.
REGISTRATION: A registration packet will be mailed to all GLPA and GPPA members in August.
If you are not a member and wish to receive a packet, contact Susan Miskel at the Science Center
by August 14. The packet will include an agenda, meal package menu, and registration form, with
separate conference hotel registration card. The tentative early-registration fee for the conference
is $75 ($50 for students, and senior and honorary members of GLPA). Early-registrations must be
received by October 2.
LODGING: The conference hotel will be the Hampton Inn-Union Station, located less than two
blocks away from historic Union Station and its wide variety of specialty shops and restaurants.
The Hampton Inn is located midway between the downtown riverfront and Forest Park, home to the
Science Center and many of St. Louis' other cultural attractions. A conference rate of $BO per
night/per room has been secured, which includes a free breakfast buffet and free parking. Room
rates and availability are guaranteed through October 7.
MEALS: Delegate registration will include an hors d'oeuvres buffet at a Wednesday evening
Science Center open house, as well as snack and refreshment breaks on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. A separate meal package will be available at a cost of around $75 for luncheons on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and for a Friday night banquet; vegetarian options will be available. Delegates staying at the conference hotel may partake of a free breakfast buffet.
ACTIVITIES: A diverse range of conference activities is being finalized. Paper sessions will allow
for the sharing of tips and expertise; a paper proposal form follows, with a submission deadline of
September 11. Workshops will address practical professional techniques and concerns in curriculum, facility administration, and technical ideas, with a special workshop devoted to portable planetariums. Speakers will detail NASA's Magellan and Mars Observer missions, and the
archeoastronomy behind the "Woodhenge" array at nearby Cahokia Mounds, as well as GLPA's
now-annual Astronomy Update and traditional Spitz Lecture. A Resource Room and vendor display room will also be available. And, there will be time set aside to sample some of 8t. Louis' food
and fun, including an optional trip to the riverfront.
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Great Lakes Planetarium Association
Great Plains Planetarium Association

1992 Joint Conference
St. Louis, Missouri - October 21-24, 1992

Call for Papers
NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ REPRESENTING: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________
CITY: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

STATE: _ _ _ _ _ ZIP: _ _ _ __

TELEPHONE: (--.-J _ _ _ _ _ FAX: (_)
PAPER TITLE: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
_________________________________________________________
SUMMAR~ABSTRACT:

LOCATION NEEDED:

Planetarium

__ Meeting Room

Either

EQUIPMENT NEEDED:
___ Slide projector
_ _ VHS Video (circle one: video projector, monitor, or either)
_ _ 3/4" video (circle one: Video projector, monitor, or either)
_ _ video disk (circle one: video projector, monitor, or either)
___ Overhead projector
_ _ Audio cassette tape deck
_ _ 1/4" reel-to-reel tape deck (1/2-track.,1/4-track.)
_ _ IBM-compatible computer
_ _ Star Projector (via DIGISTAR®)
___ Other (specify·'"-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

NOTES:
Papers will be limited to 12 minutes for presentation, including question/answer time. Time
limits will be strictly enforced.
You will be notified of the acceptance of your paper, and its preliminary presentation time,
in a late-September mailing.
If you submit the type-written text of your accepted paper prior to the conference, a $10 credit
will be applied to your registration costs. Only one credit per person can be allowed.
Paper sessions may not be used to make sales presentations. Vendors who wish to make
sales presentations or demonstrations should contact the conference host for information
about vendor presentation time and/or display space.
All paper proposals must be received by September 11, 1992.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JOHN WHARTON
St. Louis Science Center; 5050 Oakland Avenue; St. Louis, MO 63110
phone number (314) 289-4439
fax number (314) 289-4440
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Great Lakes Planetarium Association

HONORARY
L I F E MEMBER
In recognition of a member's significant career contributions to planetarium education and the Great
Lakes
Planetarium Association (GLPA), the Executive
Committee
will consider candidates for HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet
the qualifications listed below.
Any member in good standing with the GLPA may nominate a
supporting
candidate by submitting an application and
documents to the membership chairman.
CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP:
1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be
nominated on the basis of:
a. The number of years of membership in the GLPA.
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLPA.
c. Professional ac~omplishments in astronomy and
planetarium education.
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired
from fulltime planetarium education.
Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the
above qualifications.
An Honorary Life Member will have
full membership privileges for life and will be exempt from
dues.

. The.

Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive
recognition and a certificate of their membership status at
the annual Armand Spitz banquet.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:

Eric Schreur
GLPA Membership Chair
Kalamazoo Public Museum PLM
315 South Rose Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
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NOM I N° AtI' I ON

HONORARY

LIFE

J:e""'ORl"I

-F'<.."")R

MEMBERSHIP

NAME OF NOHINEE:
INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:

CITY:

_____________________ STATE _____ ZIP _ _ __

CRITERIA REQUIRED:

1. Years of membership in GLPA from _______ to present.

»Yrs.

2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location).

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, committe chairmanships,
cornali ttee memberships, conference host/plannillg. Include dates.

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESEN'fED -

5. O'fHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEl-fENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

Please attach additional sheets If necessary.
NOMINATED BY:
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INCLUDE DATES.

Great Lal<es Planetarium Association

FELLOW
GLPA

OF

In recognition of a member's professional status
and
significant contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium
Associaiton (GLPA),
the Executive Committee will consider
candidates for the rank of FELLOW of GLPA.
Any current member in good standing with the GLPA
nominate a candidate .by submitting an application
supporting documents to the membership chairman.

may
and

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA:
1. Active membership* in GLPA for ten or more consecutive
years.
2. Active membership* in GLPA for five or more consecutive
years with substantial contributions in at least two of
the categories listed below.
a. Serving GLPA in elective offices, appointed
chairmanships, committee work, and/or conference
planning.
b. Relevant and significant publications and/or
conference paper presentations.
c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
d. The development and communication of innovative
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of
benefit to the general membership.
3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLPA Code
of Ethics for the Planetarium Profession.
* Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has
attended a majority of state and regional GLPA meetings.
The Executive Committee will vote to
upon nominated individuals' on the
qualifications.

confer FELLOW status
basis of the above

Eric Schreur
GLPA Membership Chair
Kalamazoo Public Museum PLM
315 South Rose Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:
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NOl'-lJ: NArj.'I

Ol~

FELLOW

FORM

OF

FOR

GLPA

NAME OF NOMINEE:
INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:
CITY:

_____________________ STATE _____ ZIP _______

CRITERIA REQUIRED:
1. Years of membership in GLPA from

to present.

I "irs.

2. GLPA and state conferences attended (Year & Location).,

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, committe chairmanships,
conunittee memberships, conference host/planning_ Include dates.

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESENTED - INCLUDE DATES.

5. OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMEN'I'S AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.
NOMINATED BY:
DATE:
22

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIVM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary{freasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.LP.A. its membership or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1992.
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Dale Smith
The upcoming GLP NGPP A Conference
in St. Louis promises to be wonderful in
many respects: an opportunity to see the
newly completed St. Louis Science Center
and Omnimax Theater, meet our colleagues
in the Great Plains Planetarium Association,
see the beautiful Gateway Arch and visit the
world-famous St. Louis Zoo, and learn new
"tricks of the trade" to make our individual
efforts more productive and enjoyable. Don't
miss this conference!
In keeping with the ever-changing
planetarium field, the GLPA Newsletter now
contains a specific column for operators of
portable planetariums. I give special thanks
to Dayle Brown of Pegasus Productions for
collecting and writing the first of what we
hope will be many installments of the
"Mobile News Network," which appears on
page 7.
Please note that the deadline for the
Winter GLPA Newsletter is November 1st.
See you in St. Louis!

1992 is an international year. It is the
SOOth anniversary of the encounter between
the European and native American worlds in
1492. (In that year, the Europeans knew less
than half the Earth and thought the cosmos
was geocentric. How will our views -- Big
Bang, dark matter, etc. -- be evaluated in
2492?) It is also the 35th anniversary of the
launch of the fITst artificial satellite and of the
International Geophysical Year.
1992 is International Space Year. In
connection with ISY, the United Nations is
publishing a book Planetarium: A Challenge
for Educators, co-edited by UN astrophysicist Hans Haubold and myself. The .
book will be distributed to nations worldWIde
with the goal of inspiring the establishm~nt of
more planetariums in developing c~untnes.
The book includes selected repnnts from
the planetarium literature (The P lanetar~an,
GLP A Proceedings, GLPA TIPS matenals,
etc.) It also includes articles by the editors
and by Jeanne Bishop, descriptions of the IPS
and regional affiliates, and a reference
section.
Copies of the book will be available (free
of charge) at the St. Louis conference. If you
will not be at the conference but would like a
copy, let me know by N ovemb~r 1st.
The education and perspectIve we
convey in our planetariums are important for
everyone. If the ISY effort described here
leads to even one or two new planetariums,
whether portables or space theaters, ISY will
leave a tangible legacy to our global
planetarium work.
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NEWS

STATE

The Dlinois State University Planetarium
premiered The Apollo Prophesy on September
5th, in commemoration of International Space
Year. This program speculates on how things
would be different if we had extended the Apollo
program to the establishment of an ongoing moon
exploration program. Also showing is The
Voyage o/Christopher Columbus. Thanks to the
efforts of the ISU Friends program, the planetarium has a new audio system.
Peoria's Lakeview Museum is developing
Turning on the Lights, a new hands-on science
area that will open in October and include Saturday teacher workshops. This exhibit was made
possible by an $82,000 grant from the Illinois
State Board of Education along with major support from the Central illinois Light Company. In
the planetarium, two related programs, Adventures Along the Spectrum and Light and Color,
will be presented to school groups. Public shows
in September include Land of the Southern Cross
and Hawaii, Pacific Paradise. In October the
public show will be Where on Earth is Christopher Columbus.

ILLINOIS

Chainnan:

Bart Benjamin
Ceman Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

Chicago's Adler Planetarium will premiere
Fast Forward to the Future and a new children's
show Magic Sky on September 23rd. In July and
August, the Adler Planetarium, the Shedd Aquarium, and the Field Museum cooperated in a Science Camp, which welcomed over 250 children.
In August, over 20,000 people attended a travelling Space Station Freedom exhibit module while
it was at Adler. Chuck Bueter, who is leading a
variable star observing program for high school
students, is Adler's newest intern. Also joining
their staff is Dr. Doug Duncan, formerly of the
Space Telescope Science Institute, who will serve
as the head of Adler's Astronomy Department.
Triton College's Ceman Earth and Space
Center in River Grove is currently running the
C-360 film Arctic Light, their children's show
Zip, Zoom, Whiz, and their laser show In the Air,
featuring the music of the rock band Genesis. In
October, the Cernan Center will present the
Bradenton Planetarium's production of Spaceship
Earth. In June, the Cernan Center received a
$30,759 General Operating Support grant from
the Institute of Museum Services (IMS), which
will be applied to a variety of projects during the
upcoming school year.
The Henry Crown Space Center in Chicago
had a record July attendance, welcoming 112,000
people. Their current Omnimax film, Ring 0/
Fire, plays through January of 1993. Also playing
three nights a week is the Rolling Stones film At
the Max. Former GLPA President Steve Bishop
recently received a promotion to the position of
Project Director of the Space and Defense
Thematic Zone. This new position will add
science exhibit development to his current duties
of managing film properties and their distribution.
Congratulations, Steve!

INDIANA
Chairperson:

D

Alan Pareis
904 Warren Street
Huntington, IN 46750
(219) 356-8680

After completing her internship at Strasenburgh Planetarium, Joanna Gordon has become
production assistant at the Kendal Planetarium at
the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry in
Portland. Congratulations, Joanna!
Keith Schaeffer of Lawrence North High
School and Dan Goins of Martinsville High
School recently attended the National Astronomy
Conference for Math and Science in Baltimore.
This past summer, Alan Pareis attended the
Strasenburgh Planetarium Production Techniques
Seminar and shortly thereafter taught astronomy
to young campers at the Geneva Center in
Rochester, Indiana.
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STATE NEWS (cont.)
OHIO
Chainnan:

MICHIGAN

Chainnan:

o

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept
Bowling Green State Univers.
Bowling Green, OR 43403
(419) 372-8666

Shows on the theme of exploration are
running in various Ohio planetariums. Youngstown's Ward Beecher Planetarium and the Dayton
Museum of Natural History's Philips Space
Theatre are both showing the Youngstown production of In the Wake of Columbus. The
Bowling Green Planetarium is presenting their
own program New Worlds?
Doris Forror is the new and returning director
of the Schuele Planetarium in Bay Village. One
of her first duties was to host a meeting of
C.R.A.P. on June 15th. C.R.A.P. met again on
August 9th for a "zummer zocial" at the home of
Gene Zajac.

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing is
closed during most of the fall for renovation.
Improvements include repainting the dome, constructing a projection gallery around the perimeter
of the chamber, and the installation of a new
Digistar projector.
The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids
will be presenting The Voyager Encounters
through the fall along with their new in-house
laser show featuring the music of Rush.
The Kalamazoo Public Museum Planetarium
will presentAutumn Stargazing, The Mystery of
the Missing Moon (a program about lunar
eclipses), and a new production entitled The
Hidden Lands of Venus.
The Longway Planetarium in Flint is running
a full slate of Laser Fantasy laser shows, including
those featuring the music of Def Leppard, Metallica and Led Zeppelin in addition to their regular
programming.
The McMath Planetarium at the Cranbrook
Institute of Science will presentLife Beyond
Earth and Autumn Stars during the fall. In September, they will debut their new laser show
featuring the music of U2.
The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette has been
totally renovated, with new seating, new carpet, a
Sky Skan automation system, and a Minolta MS-8
star projector. These renovations, which cost
$350,000, were made possible by donations from
two local foundations, two state grants, and their
local school board. Fall public shows include The
Universe of Dr. Einstein, Halloween Special, The
People, and Star of Wonder.

WISCONSIN
Chainnan:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Planetarium will be running Where on Earth is
Christopher Columbus as its October public
program. This program was produced by Phil
Groce of Macon, Georgia. Their November
public program will be Partner-Ship-Earth, which
is a production of the Davis Planetarium in
Baltimore.

Attention Planetarians: If news of your
planetarium is missing from this column,
please send it to your state chairperson for the
next issue of the GLPA Newsletter.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
to teachers around the country. If you don't
receive one by the end of September, please
write to TAPESTRY, 1742 Connecticut Ave.
NW, Washington, DC 20009.

compiled by Bart Benjamin
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The fall meeting of the GLPA Executive
Committee will be held in Conference Room
1 of the Hampton Inn in St. Louis on Wednesday, October 20, 1992, beginning at 9
a.m. Executive Committee members will be
receiving more information by mail.

NST AlDURACELL SCHOLARSHIP
COMPETITION

The National Science Teachers Association and Duracell, USA are pleased to announce the 1993 Duracell/NSTA Scholarship
Competition. This competition is an exciting
opportunity for students in grades 9 through
12 to earn college scholarships by designing
and building battery-powered devices. The
goal of this competition is to increase student
interest and participation in science. The
deadline for entries is January 22, 1993.
To obtain an official entry form and
competition rules, please write Duracell!
NST A Scholarship Competition; 1742
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20009.

TIPS BOOKLET REMINDER

On page 8 of the summer GLPA Newsletter, we announced the creation of a new
TIPS booklet, entitled "Great Ideas for
Planetarium Teaching," which will be
composed of teaching tips contributed by
GLPA's own members.
Your contribution is instrumental to the
success of this project. Please see the
summer newsletter for guidelines, and send
any contributions to Dave DeRemer by
November 1st. Thanks to all who participate!

NSTAITOSHIBA EXPLORAVISION
AWARDS
NSTA/TOYOTA TAPESTRY GRANT

The National Science Teachers Association and The Toshiba Corporation are
pleased to announce the first annual Toshiba!
NST A ExploraVision Awards. This new
science competition is open to all students in
grades K-12 and will soon become the largest
science competition in the world. The program rewards creativity, ingenuity, and teamwork with over $300,000 in awards and
prizes.
The deadline for entries is February 1,
1993. Application packets will be mailed to
teachers around the country. If you don't
receive one by the end of September, please
write to ToshibalNST A ExploraVision
Awards, 1742 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20009.

The National Science Teachers Association and Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
are pleased to announce the 1993
TAPESTRY Grants program. TAPESTRY
stands for Toyota's Appreciation Program for
Excellence to Science Teachers Reaching
Youth.
This year, the program is increasing its
eligibility to include the middle level grades.
Teachers of grades 6 to 12 can receive up to
$10,000 to run an innovative science program. The goal of this competition is to
increase student interest and participation in
science. The deadline for applications is
January 15, 1993.
TAPESTRY proposal kits will be mailed
6

BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)
FOCUSONSCffiNCEBROCHURE

The National Association of Broadcasters
(NAB) will soon launch "Focus on Science,"
a promotional campaign designed to encourage radio and television stations to develop
and air science education-related programming.
A "Focus on Science" brochure will be
mailed to over 9,000 commercial radio and
television stations as part of a larger NAB
campaign called "Focus on Literacy." A
similar brochure was produced for a 1991
NAB promotional campaign called "Focus on
Math."
To receive a copy of this brochure and
accompanying information, please call the
Corporate Council for Mathematics and
Science Education (CCMSE) at (202)
334-1361 or the NAB at (202) 429-5330.

GLPAMOBlLE NEWS
NETWORK
Dayle Brown, Pegasus Productions
South Bend, IN

Summer days for mobile planetarians are
anything but lazy! Georgia Neff (Lakeview
Museum Planetarium, Peoria, IL) reports that
150 children a day are taking part in Lakeview's "Summer Circus." This year's theme
is "Wodds of the West." The kids are hearing
Native American skylore in the Starlab.
Georgia also reports that the Starlab has ,been
busy with Bible School programs and With
summer reading programs as a reward for
reading "umpteen billion" books!
Sue Hudson (Rockford Planetarium,
Rockford, IL) is working with Judy Anderson
(North Suburban Library) to encourage summer reading. As a part of the "Discovery
Reading Program," children visit the Starlab
to learn more about the seasons.
On a sadder note, Bob Ernst (John J.
Young Planetarium, Mishawaka, IN) reports
that due to budgetary problems, he will be
returning to the classroom full time in the fall.
The planetarium will be closed and the Starlab will be made available to classroom
teachers. We don't have to start missing Bob
yet because he's planning to attend the joint
conference this fall in St. Louis.
At a recent IPS Conference in Salt Lake
City, four Starlab workshops were presented
by Bill Luzader (Taunton High School
Planetarium, Taunton, MA), Phil Sadler
(Harvard College Observatory, Cambridge,
MA), Susan Reynolds (Onondaga-CourtlandMadison BOCES Planetarium, Syracuse,
NY), and Lorna Q. Waddell-Kremer (Monroe

SPACE TELESCOPE SCffiNCE
MATERIALS

The Space Telescope Science Institute
has put together a free collection of 20 slides
taken by the Hubble Space Telescope,
including photographs of Saturn, Saturn's
Great White Spot, Jupiter, Mars, SN 1987 A's
luminous ring, the Einstein Cross, M87 jet,
and more. Also enclosed in this slide collection are Space Telescope fact sheets and
placement on the STScI's Newsletter mailing
list.
To obtain all this at no cost, please send
your request on institutional stationery to:
Space Telescope Science Institute, Educational and Public Affairs Office, 3700 San
Martin Drive, Baltimore, MD 21218. Or call
(410) 338- 4562 and ask for Ellie.

(continued on page 9, column 1)
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GLPA ARTICLES
was no quorum according to the motion
authorizing the vote, hence a new vote is
needed at the 1992 annual meeting. If you
need a fresh copy of the proposed By-laws,
please contact GLPA President Dale Smith.

GLPNGPPA
CONFERENCE UPDATE
As mentioned in detail in the summer
issue of the GLPA Newsletter, the S1. Louis
Science Center is hosting the joint conference
of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association
and the Great Plains Planetarium Association
on October 21 - 24, 1992. It promises to be
one of our best conferences ever!
Completed this spring, the $34 million St.
Louis Science Center features over 60,000
square feet of permanent exhibits, including a
228-seat Digistar-equipped planetarium and
an Omnimax theater.
In late August, a registration packet for
the conference was sent to all GLPA and
GPPA members. By the time you read this
newsletter, you should have your copy
in-hand. The packet will include an agenda,
meal package menu, registration form, and
conference hotel registration card. If you
have not received one, please contact either
Susan Miskel or John Wharton at the St.
Louis Science Center at (314) 289-4439.
See you in St. Louis!

WELCOME NEW GLPA
ME:MBERS
GLPA Membership Chair Eric Schreur
reports the following new members to GLPA:
Mr. Chuck Bueter
300 N. State Street #4612
Chicago, IL 60610
Ms. Linda K. Chametzky
Merrillville Community Planetarium
4416 Madison Street
Gary, IN 46408-3324
Mr. Thomas B. Dahlquist
Castle High School
3344 State Road 261; P.O. Box 719
Newburgh, IN 47630
Dr. Ronald H. Kaitchuck
Department of Physics and Astronomy
Ball State University
Muncie, IN 47306

PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for
submission of paper proposals has been
extended by one week to September 18th.

Mr. Jim Konicheck
Logan Senior High School
1500 Ranger Drive
La Crosse, WI 54603

BY lAWS VOTE
The GLPA Executive Committee will
seek approval of the revised GLPA By-laws
in a vote at the annual business meeting
during the October conference in St. Louis.
The proposed By-laws were printed in their
entirety in the December, 1991 GLPA Newsletter for examination by the membership.
Since less than half the membership returned
a ballot in the subsequent vote by mail, there

Ardis A. Maciolek
Grosse Pointe North High School
707 Vernier Road
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236

(continued on page 9, column 1)
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GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)

REPORT FROM 1992 IPS
CONFERENCE

NEW GLPA MEMBERS
(continued from page 8, column 2)

Dayle Brown, IPS Representative,
South Bend, IN

Over 50 GLPA members attended the IPS
Conference hosted by Von Del Chamberlain
and the Hansen Planetarium in Salt Lake
City, Utah this past June. The conference
theme was "Exploration -- the Role of the
Planetarium, Past, Present and Future," which
coincided with the Columbian Quincentennial and the International Space Year.
Delegates from around the world enjoyed
exploring Salt Lake City and riding the skilift chairs and trams of beautiful Snow bird to
high (I'm still dizzy!) elevations for star
parties and a barbecue. Those of us who
were less adventuresome held a star party in
the rooftop hot tub.
Paper session topic categories including
administration/operations, archaeoastronomy/
history, education, new facilities, new products and ideas, visual imaging and video,
interactive planetarium systems, and all-sky
and fish eye systems. There were workshops,
tours, and theater presentations. The speakers
were: S. Bryce Chamberlain, David Malin,
Dr. Ellis D. Miner, Dr. Harry Van Der Laan,
Dr. Ray Villard, and Christopher Columbus
himself.
After the conference, many delegates
continued their explorations by participating
in the post-conference archaeoastronomy
excursion, or on their own at some of the
nearby national parks, or by white-water
rafting down the Colorado River.
You will certainly hear more about this
conference at our joint GLP NGPPA
Conference in S1. Louis this October.

Ms. Judy Neace
Frankfort Square School
399 Kingston Drive
Frankfort, IL 60423
Mr. Jack T. Neuliep
Merrillville Community Planetarium
144 Old State Road 2
Westville, IN 46391
Mr. Vernon Ohlendorf
1987 Geneva Hills Road
Muscatine,IA 52761-9405
Mr. Steve Pieritz
Indian Trail Elementary School
100 Frankfort Square Road
Frankfort, IL 60423
Welcome to the "stellar family" of GLPA!

GLPA MOBILE NEWS NETWORK
(continued from page 7, column 2)

#2 BOCES, Spencerport, NY) on topics
ranging from "celestial navigation" to "a box
full of stars."
Speaking of workshops, be sure to attend
the GLPA/GPPA joint conference in St.
Louis this October and bring along your ideas
and tricks to share at our annual Mobile
Workshop. See you in October!
Do you have any news or information for
other mobile planetarians? If so, please send
it to Dayle Brown, Pegasus Productions, 713
Cushing, South Bend, IN 46616, or call her
at (219) 282-1885.
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We hope to see you at the GLPA Conference in St. Louis, but ...

IF YOU CAN'T ATTEND THE CONFERENCE,
DO THE NEXT BEST THING ...
. . . BECOME A MEMBER OF GLPA AND RECEIVE THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE
A Membership will also entitle you to the quarterly GLPA Newsletter and access to the
GLPA Script Library, Slide Library, Software Library and much more.

DON'T LET THESE VALUABLE BENEFITS PASS YOU BY
JOIN TODAY!

MEMIBEJR1SJH[TIIP AIPIPJLTI CATTI0 N
CATEGORY:
(check one)
_

Regular ($20)

Name

_

Student ($10)

Institution

_

Sustaining ($50)

Address

_

Patron ($200)

City _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ Zip _ _ __

Return to:

David E. Parker
GLPA Secretary!rreasurer
Tipton Planetarium
817 South Main Street
Tipton, IN 46072
(317) 675-7521

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.
-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001 (602) 774-3358

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIVM ASSOCIAnON offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autunmal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary!freasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and ollinions eXIlressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.f.A. its membershill or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1992.
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Dale Smith

Bart Bel\iamin

How good it was to meet with our GPPA
colleagues at the St. Louis conference. While
most of those attending were GLPAns or
GPP Ans, there was in fact at least one delegate or speaker from every regional association in the U.S. and Canada. This kind of
mixing underscores the collegiality of our
profession and the extent of our common
interests and concerns.
One concern, triggered by an article by
SEPAls Bob Tate, is the lack of an authorized voice to speak for planetariums on a
national level. Conversations among the
regional presidents have echoed this concern,
and at least four of the seven American
regional associations, including GLPA, have
passed resolutions expressing support for
efforts to create a National Planetarium
Council. Such a Council would act as a
coordinating body and allow us to speak with
a single national voice when needed. Later
this winter, a committee of regional presidents
will meet to begin the process of defining and
creating the Counci1. I will keep you
informed about our progress.
More immediately, the GLPA Executive
Committee spent part of its recent meeting
exploring ways to help planetariums that face
threats of closure. We will be creating documents suggesting steps you can take to help
keep such threats from arising. But if you are
threatened with closure, let us know. Contact
me, your state chair, and your neighboring
planetarians. We will all go to bat for you.
In an encouraging number of cases, such
efforts have been helpful, so let us know if
you need help. OUf profession stays strong
when we all pull together.

Seasons Greetings!
I would like to commend John Wharton
and his staff for hosting an excellent GLP AI
GPPA conference in St. Louis (Of was it
Kansas City?) Not only was their new facility
a source of envy for nearly all of the assembled conferees, but the annual sharing of
ideas and experiences reflects the importance
~hat these conferences have to all planetarlans, from large and small facilities alike.
Some of the visual highlights of the conference are presented on pages 8 and 9.
On pages 10 through 14, you will find the
minutes of the GLPA Executive Committee
Meeting and Annual Business Meeting.
Please take a few minutes to read the business
of your association.
Keep those reports and articles coming to
the GLPA Newsletter! Please note that the
deadline for the spring issue is February 1,
1993. Have a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
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STATE

NEWS
Replacing David as weekend program
manager is William Eggert.
The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in
Peoria recently had their Community Solar
System Model accepted by the Guinness
Book of World Records as the world's largest
solar system model. This true to scale model
(in both planet size and orbital distance) is
centered on Lakeview Museum and extends
throughout Central Illinois. In October,
Lakeview Museum opened its Children's
Discovery Center. The Planetarium is currently featuring Season of Light, Where on
Earth is Christopher Columbus, and their
Family Astronomy Series. Sheldon Schafer
has recently been promoted to Deputy
Director of Lakeview Museum, while retaining his post as Planetarium/Science Director.
Congratulations, Sheldon!
The Waubonsie Planetarium in Aurora is
currently running Loch Ness' production of
The Mars Show.

ILLINOIS
)

Chainnan:

Bart Benjamin
Ceman Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

The Illinois State Spring Meeting will be
held on Saturday, April 24, 1993 at the
Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton
College in River Grove.
The Adler Planetarium in Chicago continues its current sky show, entitled Fast Forward to the Future, which visualizes the outcome of future space explorations. Magic
Sky continues as their current children's
show. Also shown in December is their
holiday offering, Star of Wonder. In October,
the Adler Planetarium opened an exhibit on
archeoastronomy, and in November, they
opened another exhibit entitled "1492: Two
Worlds of Science," which offers visitors a
chance to understand the knowledge of 15th
century scientists.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center is
currently playing its annual holiday offering,
Celebrations of Winter and its children's
show, Dinosaurs in Space. In January, the
Ceman Center will bring back the popular
C-360 wraparound film, The Great Barrier
Reef, along with an adaptation of Strasenburgh's Space Elves as its new children's
show. Its current laser show,High Voltage
Dreams, features the music of Led Zeppelin.
The Dlinois State University Planetarium
in Normal plans to present two all-new
planetarium shows beginning in January -Galaxies and Secret of the Cardboard Rocket.
Planetarium aide David S.F. Portree has
departed IS U to accept a position as technical
writer/editor for a NASA subsidiary.

INDIANA
Chairperson:

D

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
FortVVayne,IN 46804
(219) 432-8786

The Indiana State Spring Meeting will be
held on Saturday, April 24, 1993 at
Lawrence North High School in Indianapolis.
The Merrillville Community Planetarium
has added new amplifiers to its sound system,
as well as two 15 -to-1 zoom projectors and an
X-Y slew mirror for its SPICE automation
system.
The Koch Planetarium in Evansville is
proud to announce the appointment of their
new Science Associate, Debra Shelly. The
Planetarium will soon begin receiving NASA
Select satellite broadcasts thanks to a grant
4

Voyage of Discovery and Astronomy of the
Americas. They are currently running The
Story of the Star.
Rick Pirko is back on the job in Youngstown. His job was eliminated in a university
budget cut last summer, but he was reinstated
in October.
The Bowling Green State University
Planetarium has cancelled public showings of
its annual Christmas show due to budget cuts,
but several groups have booked private
showings.
The school system in Bexley, a suburb of
Columbus, has acquired an inflatable planetarium. Craig Kramer oversees its use. At
Ohio State University, Barbara McAdam
Muller is continuing her live sky shows on
the first Wednesday of each month.
CRAP has met several times this fall. On
September 19, they met at Bowling Green for
a couple of shows and a bonfire picnic. They
met at Lakewood on November 12 with host
Jim Comienski and held their annual Christmas party on December 12 at the home of
Jeanne and Allan Bishop.

STATE NEWS (cont.)
from the Institute of Museum Services. Their
current planetarium show is Life Beyond
Earth.
Jerry Mansfield has been appointed
Executive Director of the new Children
Science and Technology Museum of Terre
Haute, in addition to his regular duties as
Director of the Allen Memorial Planetarium.
Congratulations, Jerry!
Dan Goins of the Martinsville High
School Planetarium, in cooperation with the
Indiana Astronomical Society, has recently
completed a handicap accessible observatory.

MICHIGAN

Chainnan:

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

WISCONSIN

No report
Chainnan:

omo
Chainnan:

o

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

Wisconsin and Minnesota will hold a joint
spring meeting on Friday, April 23 and
Saturday, April 24, 1993 at the Minneapolis
Public Planetarium.

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Bowling Green State Universe
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

The December public program at the
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse Planetarium is Star of Wonder, produced by the
Bishop Planetarium in Bradenton, Florida.
The February public program will feature
Magellan -- Report from Venus, produced by
Loch Ness Productions of Boulder, Colorado.

The Ohio spring meeting will be held at
the Copernicus Planetarium of Lourdes
College in Sylvania on Saturday, April 24,
1993.

Kathy Adams is the new director of the
planetarium at COSI in Columbus. This fall,
she ran Hansen Planetarium's production,
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
GLPA COMPUTER BULLETIN BOARD
CLOSES
After a one-year experiment, the GLPA
Computer Bulletin Board has been terminated
because of lack of interest. Contact Eric Schreur
(address on GLPA Newsletter masthead) if you
have any questions.

compiled by Bart Benjamin
GLPAANNOUNCES "FELLOW" AWARD
RECIPIENT
One GLPA member, James Seevers from
Chicago's Adler Planetarium, was given the
award of "Fellow" at the GLPA Conference in St.
Louis.
The honor of GLPA Fellow is bestowed on
those individuals who have been active members
of the association and have made significant contributions to GLPA and/or their own state planetarium organizations. Congratulations, Jim!
On a related matter, the procedure for nominating "Fellows" and "Honorary Life Members"
has changed. Nominations must now be received
by the beginning of spring, so that they can be
discussed at the Spring Executive Committee
Meeting. This change will allow enough time for
certificates to be prepared for official presentation
at the Fall Conference. If you would like to
nominate someone, the appropriate forms can be
found on pages 15 through 18.

FUTURE GLPA CONFERENCE DATES
ANNOUNCED
The 1993 GLPA Fall Conference will be held
in Dayton, Ohio on October 20-23, 1993. The
1994 GLPA Conference will be held in Wheeling,
West Virginia on October 26-29, 1994. The 1995
GLPA Conference will be held in Grand Rapids,
Michigan (exact dates to be determined).
SUMMER CLASSES AND INSTITUTES
Dr. George Reed from West Chester University will lead a group to Oxford, England this
summer (August 1-22) to walk in the footsteps of
such famous astronomers as Edmond Halley and
Christopher Wren. For more information, please
contact George Reed at (215) 436-3036.
The 1993 Spitz/West Chester University
Summer Institutes will be held July 19-23
(Institute I) and July 26-30 (Institute II). Institute
I emphasizes naked-eye astronomy, while Institute II stresses the educational use of the planetarium as a classroom. For more information,
please contact Mona E. Coldiron of Spitz, Inc. at
(215) 459-5200.
The University of Toledo Department of
Physics and Astronomy is conducting another
Summer Institute in Astronomy for elementary
and secondary science teachers, modelled on the
very successful SPICA workshops. The Summer
Institute dates are July 19 through August 6, 1993.
For more information, please contact Dr. Jerry
Underfer or Dr. Bernard Bopp at (419) 537-2650.

NEW TIPS BOOKLET A VAILABLE
GLPA has completed the most extensive
index ever produced of periodical articles, books,
dissertations, and other planetarium-related
publications printed between 1913 and 1990.
Edited by Gary Tomlinson and Katherine Becker,
this booklet has over 2,000 entries and is available
in two formats: hard copy or computer disk.
The hard copy is 133 pages long and costs
$16 (which includes shipping). Order the hard
copy bibliography from Gary Sampson (his
address is on the GLPA Newsletter masthead).
If you want the bibliography on computer
disk, you should order this from Mitch Luman
(address on GLPA Newsletter masthead). Computer disks can either be in Apple II Quickfile/
Appleworks format (send Mitch three 5.25" disks
in a self-addressed, prepaid disk mailer), IBM
version (send Mitch one 3.5" or 5.25" disk in a
self-addressed, prepaid disk mailer), or Macintosh
version (send Mitch one 3.5" disk in a self-addressed, prepaid disk mailer).

MARSLINK FOR YOUR CLASSROOM
In late 1993, the Mars Observer will begin
transmitting images and data from Mars. The
Planetary Society is designing lessons and activities that will bring this flood of data to upper
elementary through high school students in the
United States. Participating classes will receive
daily, near real-time global images. If you would
like to share with your students the excitement of
6

BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)
exploring a new world and receive a free Marslink
preview package and map of Mars, please write to
Marslink, The Planetary Society, 65 North Catalina Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91106.

GLPAMOBlLE NEWS
NETWORK

IAU SEEKS NAMES FOR VENUSIAN
FEATURES
Radar images from the Magellan spacecraft
have revealed a large number of new surface
features on the planet Venus, all of which need to
be named. The International Astronomical Union
invites you to submit a name to the U.S. Geological Survey for consideration. The IAU has dictated that only names of females will be used for
Venusian features.
Your letter of proposal should include a brief
statement explaining the historical or cultural
significance of your proposed name and a reference source. For more information, or to submit a
name, please contact Joel Russell; U.S. Geological Survey; Branch of Astrogeology; 2255 North
Gemini Drive; Flagstaff, AZ 86001.

part of the IPS Mobile News Network
conducted by Dayle Brown
Mobile planetarians shared tricks and treats at
the recent GLP NGPP A Conference in St. Louis,
Missouri. Many thanks to Sue Reynolds (CCM
BOCES) for organizing the "Portable Planetarium
Conclave" and giving us a preview of the Bowen
Music Production's new AstroNotes show, Lifestyles a/the Stars. Thanks also to Georgia Neff
(Lakeview Museum of Arts and Science, Peoria,
IL) for sharing The Planets and Sky Tonight with
us.
Sue Reynolds, serving as the IPS Mobile
News Network Chair, would love to hear from
any portable planetarians so that she can include
them in the IPS network. Sue has a growing bank
of resources available to anyone interested. Contact her at (315) 433-2671 to find out more information.
Another resource that I highly recommend is
the Starlab News, published by Learning Technologies, Inc. The new editor is Gary Kratzer. Gary
offers a wealth of wonderful ideas in his first
issue. He would love to share any of your ideas
with his readers. To receive your free newsletter,
simply call Betsy at (800) 537-8703.
A hearty welcome to Donald E. Tuttle (Elgin
Community College). Don has recently come out
of retirement to join the ranks of portable users.
He "once again has a dome over his head. Not a
halo -- a real planetarium dome. Wow!"
Wow, is right! We are all inspired by Don's
dedication ... and energy! A closing thought
from Georgia Neff: "Just because our domes are
small, doesn't mean our dreams must be."

CAN'T TRAVEL TO CONFERENCES?
If you are unable to attend planetarium conferences or state meetings because your school
officials don't think these are important, you may
be interested in knowing that GLPA President
Dale Smith has a letter that supports the educational value of attending such conferences and
meetings. To obtain a copy of this letter, please
contact Dale Smith (address on GLPA Newsletter
masthead).

ATTENTION STARLAB TEACHERS
Dayle Brown is looking for feedback from
anyone who has had experience training high
school juniors and seniors to use Starlab to teach
elementary school students. These student interns
would receive student teaching credit and would
be required to research, produce, and present a
participatory program/lesson to elementary students. For more information, contact Dayle (her
address is on the GLPA Newsletter masthead).

MAILING LIST NOTICE
Occasionally, GLPA releases its membership
list to interested companies and parties. If you do
not wish your name and address released, please
notify GLPA's Secretary/Treasurer David Parker.
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Continued on page 14, column 2
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G.l.P.A. ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING (cont)

G.L.P.A, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING (cont)

upon other regional planetarium associations to lend their
support to this effort which represems potential benefit and
gain fer all.

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tom llnson said
that he has been worklng on updating the handbook for the
conference hosts and try1ng to find sites for future GlPA
conferences. Invitat10ns have been received for 1993,
1q94 and 1995 The invitatlon for 1993 is from Art.hur
F. Goss and the Dayton Museum of Natural History Oct.
20- 23. The 1994 lnvltatlon lS from Steve Mitch Oglebay
Park at WheellOg, WV. In 1995, GlPA 1S mVlted to 1tS
founding location, Grand Rapids. letters of invitation were
read. Motions to accept all three invitations were passed.
Tom linson suggested increasing the maximum seed
money for conference hosts from $500 to $ 1000 so that
smaller institutions could host a conference. DeRemer
moved that for the increase to $1000. Seconded. The seed
money is to pay for conference start-up expenses and is
repaid at the concluslOn of the conference. Motion earned.
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Dale, reportlngfor
Bill Buckingham, said that an exhlbit policy for nonmembers will be developed by Bill and Gary Tomlinson.
Dan said that 1t would be good to seek sponsors for the
school shows GLPA 1S currently producing. Sampson sald
that additional sponsorship would allow us to improve the
quality of the programs and cover some of the cost of
dlstrlbutl0n for the programs.
HANDBOOK REVISION: Gary Tomlinson noted that
several revisions to the Officers Handbook need to be made.
The purpose of the handbook is for smoothly passing on the
dut1es of each Job to those newly elected or appOinted.
BYLAWS: Dale mentioned that the bylaws revislons,
proposed at last year's conference and approved by the
Executive Committee, and printed 1n the wlnter issue of
the NEWSLETTER, will be voted on at this year's busmess
meeting. Themail ballot, which was conducted in
compliance wHh the motion last year did not receive the
necessary 50%. but only 5.51 $&.

Dale said a meeting in a couple of months could draft a
work fng document to focus the nature of the group and get
comments from all the reglonals. Some expressed concerns
about representation of various sized planetarium and
planetariums not part of a regiona1. Dale said that the
presidents of the regionals are aware of the needs of the
various planetariums in their regions. Jeanne Bishop
recommended that the council not be encumbered with
elaborate constHutlonal bCJJgage which would make it less
effective. The question was caned, seconded, and passed.
The resolution was voted on and passed.
Bylaws revision: The changes 1n the bylaws were
covered in detail at the Youngstown meeting and were
printed in the1r entirety in the December, 1991, issue of
the NEWSLETTER. The return of ballots from the
NEyVSLETTER was short of the required 50~ , so the
dec1s10n was carr1ed over to th1s meet1ng. The Question
was cal1ed and seconded. Motion carrled. The motion to
approve the revised bylaws carried.
There being no new business, there was a motion to
adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and passed.
Dayle Brown gave a report of the IPS conference held
in Salt lake City in the summer of 1992. She gave a slide
presentation of the highllghts of the conference. Dayle
announced that IPS in 1994 would hold their conference at
Cocoa Beach with Mike Hutton as host, coinciding with the
25th anniversary of Apollo 11. The dates are July 1116. Steve Mitch said room rates are locked in at $72. The
1996 IPS conference will be at the Osaka Science Museum
Osaka, Japan; Ju ly 11- 15 are the proposed dates. A preconference cultural tour will be July 8-9. A tour of Tokyo
following the conference will be July 16-18 and another
oneJuly 19-20.
A speclallPS report on special effects is ready for
publication. The IPS script writing contest is being
suspended. There was discussion on a flexible fund in
memory of deceased planetarians. A new directory will be
finished in a few months. IPOC will be held 1n Madrid in
September, t 993. MAPS has aval1able a revised edition of
Under Roof Dome and Sky. Steve Mitch said the price is
$15 for MAPS members and $25 for non-members. The
IPS Council meeting will be 1n Oklahoma City, October)
1993. Sue Reynolds announced that the Mobile News
Network has a European commfttee member Canadians
will be trans1ating lesson plans into French each affiliate
w1l1 have one representative for transportable
planetariums, and they will try to get a new column 1n
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SpRING EXECUTiVE COMMITTEE MEETING:
Dan moved that the meeting be held in South Bend. Dayle
seconded the motion. The date is 4/17/92 10:00 a.m.
Congratulations were offered to Dr. Smith for running
such a smooth and productlVe meetmg. Dale sald durlOg
this meeting he was amazed as each person gave reports.
He thought ''I'm glad they're doing th1s. because I could not
possibly do this job." He said, '" suspect that most people
around the tab 1e have had s1 mi lar thoughts and yet,
collective1y we've got a really wonderful set of skills.
Due to the dedication around the tab 1e, a great deal has been
done - much has been accom p1ished...
BalOg no further busmess, Dan moved the meeting be
adjourned, MoHon seconded and passed at 4: 12 p,m.
J
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their newsletters for mobile P90P~9.
Respectfully subm itted:

~

f)cxvJC. t£.

Respectfully subm1tted

Uwff;.~~
David E. Parker, Sec,/Treas.

David E. Parker, Sec.! Treas.

~--------------------------------~
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Great Lakes Planetarium Association

FELLOW

OF

GLPA.

In recognition
of a
member's
professional status
and
significant contributions
to the Great Lakes
Planetarium
Associaiton (GLPA),
the Executive" Cornmittee will consider
candidates for the rank of FELLOW of GLPA.
Any current member
in good standing with the GLPA
nominate a
candidate ,by submitting an application
supporting docuffients to the membership chairman.

may
and

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA:
1. Active membership* in GLPA for ten or more consecutive
years.
2. Active membership* in GLPA for five or more consecutive
years with sUbstantial contributions in at least two of
the categories listed below.
a. Serving GLPA in elective offices, appointed
chairmanships, committee work, and/or conference
planning.
b. Relevant and significant publications and/or
conference paper presentations.
c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
d. The development and communication of innovative
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of
benefit to the general membership.
3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLPA Code
of Ethics for the Planetarium Profession.
* Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has
attended a majority of state and regional GLPA meetings.
The Executive Committee will vote to
upon nominated
individuals
on the
qualifications.
SUBMI T NOMINATIONS TO:

confer FELLOW status
basis of
the above

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Eric Schreur
2324 Bronson Boulevard
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-2401

~~~~~~~~~~~~~15~~~~~~~~~----~~~~

NOMINATION FORM FOR
FELLOW OF GLPA
NAME OF NOHINEE:
INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:
STATE _ __ ZIP _ _ __

CITY:
CRITERIA REQUIRED:
1. Years of membership in GLPA from

to present.

# Yrs.

2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location).

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, conunitte chairmanships,
cooonittee memberships, conference host/planning.
Include dates.

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESENTED -

5. OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMEN'l'S AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.
NOMINATED BY:
DATE:
16

INCLUDE DATES.

Great Lakes Planetarium Association

HONORARY

LIFE

MEMBER

In recognition of a member's significant career
contributions to planetarium educatio~ and the Great
Lakes
Planetarium Association
(GLPA),
the Executive
Committee
will consider candidates for
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet
the qualifications listed below.
Any member in good standing with the GLPA may nominate a
supporting
candidate by submitting an application and
documents to the membership chairman.
CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP:
1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be
nominated on the basis of:
a. The number of years of membership in the GLPA.
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLPA.
c. Professional actomplishments in astronomy and
planetarium education.
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired
from fulltime planetarium education.
The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the
above qualificatjons.
An Honorary Life Member will have
full membership privileges for life and will be exempt from
dues.
Members elected as Honorary Life Members will
receive
recognition and a certificate of their membership status at
the annual Armand Spitz banquet.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Eric Schreur
2324 Bronson Boulevard
Kalamazoo, MI 49QOB-2401

GLPA NOMINATION FORM FOR,
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
NAME OF NOHINEE:
INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:

S'l.'A'rE _ __ ZIP _ _ __

CITY:

CRITERIA REQUIRED:
1. Years of membership in GLPA from

to present.

N

Yr~.

2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location).

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, committe chairmanships,
committee memberships, conference host/plannillg.
Include dates.

4.

PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESEN'fED -

5.

O'fHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEl'fEN'l'S MiD CON'fRIBUTIONS.

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.

NOMINATED BY:
DA'l'E:
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THE LP.S. JOB INFORMATION SERVICE
By Donald S. Hall, Director
Stra8enburgh Planetarium
Rochester (NY) Museum and Science Center

The IPS Job Information Service works quickly and effectively to let IPS members
know about jobs within the profession. It has been operating in its present format since
October, 1978. A person looking for a job suggested to me that copying job announcements
and stuffing them into waiting self addressed, stamped envelopes (SASE's) would be much
more effective printing them in the I.P.S. PRESIDENT'S NEWSLETTER. The newsletter
was quarterly and positions would frequently open and close before it was mailed.

From October 1, 1991 through September 30, 1992 we have announced 22 jobs and have had
an average of 35 envelopes waiting for these announcements. Most, though not all, of the
enveloped recipients are serious in their search for a job. This service is a benefit of
membership in IPS and is provided at no cost to the IPS by the staff of the Strasenburgh
Planetarium. To join IPS for a calendar year, send $40 to Keith Johnson, IPS Membership
Chairman; Fleischmann Planetarium; University of Nevada; Reno, Nevada 89577-0010.
If you want to know about jobs, and are an IPS member, send six #10 business

("legal") size SASE's to:
IPS JOB INFORMATION
Strasenburgh Planetarium
Box 1480
Rochester, NY 14603

When job announcements arrive in Rochester, we will send you a copy and we will let you
know when we use your last envelope by so marking it. You may then send more
envelopes, or cease to receive announcements.
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If you have a job to announce to the Planetarium community, send a one page job

announcement which should include these four points:

1. Description of the facility. Describe not only the planetarium, but also the
museum/school/institution and the city. This is your chance to"sell" the job to your
potential applicants.
2. Description of the job. Tell what are the duties of this position, who the person
works for, and who works for the person.
3. Education and experience. State what you're looking for in your applicants. If
you're flexible, state that and suggest your preferences.
4. Startine- salary, or salary range. Mention money up-front; it will save everyone
time. A job at $20,000 per year will receive applications from a different pool of candidates
than a job at $40,000 per year. If the job is on a school salary schedule, give some examples
from the schedule.
The amount of turn-around time from when we mail job announcements until
prospective employers begin receiving applications is as short as 10 days. We find that the
Service works best for what I call "upstairs" jobs, that is, directors, assistant directors,
producers, educators and the like. Job openings for technicians and artists are MUCH
more difficult to fill because there are so few of these people in the world, and fewer still who
want to change jobs, move to a new city and work for what you have to pay. These kinds of
johs are best filled locally with lots of on-the-job-training.
If you fill or find a job through the Job Information Service, drop us a post card and
let us know how it all turned out. We know that someone is getting those jobs, but rarely
hear who.
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.

-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001 (602) 774-3358
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary{freasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and o;pinions ex;pressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of GaL.eA. its membershi;p or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1992.
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