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Bart Benjamin

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Dale Smith
Happy Spring!
After a long, cold winter (filled with starry
skies seen through countless fir trees) the
onset of spring brings rejuvenation to the
land, field trips to the planetarium and planetarians to their respective state meetings. By
some cosmic coincidence, all the state
meetings this year fallon the same weekend
-- April 23-24. Please tum to page 6 to find
the location of your state meeting and try
your best to attend. The ideas that you learn
and the contacts that you make or renew with
colleagues will improve your spirits as surely
as the days are lengthening.
In keeping with GLPA's budgetary
policies of the past few years, this Spring
issue of the GLPA Newsletter is the one and
only short newsletter (i.e. 12 pages or less) of
the year. A couple of articles or announcements that I recently received will be delayed
until the summer issue to reduce costs to the
association.
Keep those reports and articles coming to
the GLPA Newsletter! Please note that the
deadline for the summer issue is May 1,
1993. Enjoy your spring!

"To bring the starry night inside." One
legend has it that the Christmas tree began
with Martin Luther: so impressed was the
cleric with the starlit winter night seen
through fir trees in the forest that in his house
he decked a tree with candles to bring the
starry night inside. The calendars on our
walls encode the cycles of moonlit nights in
weeks and months. Countless myths and
legends in our minds enshrine the stars in
stories. How many ancient builders captured
those stars in sightlines of stone?
Venus, Mars, the moon and stars have
graced our skies this winter with an exceptional beauty. Their wonderful display night
after night has served to remind me how
fortunate we planetarians are, for it is our
privilege "to bring the starry night inside."
To our classes and audiences, we bring a gift
increasingly rare to our urban culture -- the
sight of the starry night. In my facility, and I
suspect in many others, we hear more "oohs
and aahs" when we tum on the starfield than
at any other time. Amidst the fast pace of
modem media, TV, movies and planetarium
shows, we need to allow our audiences
unhurried time to spend with the starfield.
As we busy ourselves with lesson plans or
show production or all our high-tech equipment, I hope we can keep in mind our best
and most basic special effect, the one that
makes our profession unique -- the starry
night that we bring inside.
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STATE

NEWS
17th, the Staerkel Planetarium welcomed
veteran Russian cosmonaut Georgi Grechko,
who spoke to visiting school groups and the
general public. On May 1st, Dr. James Kaler
will present a special lecture on recent astronomical discoveries.

ILLINOIS

Chainnan:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

INDIANA
Chairperson:

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago is
bringing back its popular children's show The
Littlest Dinosaur in Space and premiering an
all-new public show, entitled African Skies in
the month of March. African Skies explores
the culture and astronomy in the African
continent. Adler continues to present the
ASTC travelling exhibit "1492" through the
early part of April. Saturday workshops for
girl scout groups seeking their astronomy
merit badges and children's classes in astronomy will also be presented on weekends this
spring.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center in
River Grove is currently playing an adaptation of Strasenburgh Planetarium's Celestial
Cycles and Space Elves, and its own laser
show production High Voltage Dreams,
which features the music of Led Zeppelin.
The Illinois State University Planetarium
in Normal continues to present its two all-new
planetarium shows through May 1st -- Galax- __
ies and Secret of the Cardboard Rocket. In
March, ISU hosted an in-service NASA
Teachers Workshop for teachers of grades
K-6 and a three-week adult education class in
astronomy in conjunction with the Twin City
Amateur Astronomers.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium in
Champaign is currently presenting the Loch
Ness production of The Mars Show and their
own production of Prairie Skies. They are
also showing two children's shows, Space
Bus and The Little Star that Could, and the
big screen film Rainbow Wars. On March

D

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
FortVVayne,IN 46804
(219) 432-8786

The P-H-M Planetarium and Space
Museum in Mishawaka is acquiring six more
Smithsonian space exhibits: Gemini space
suit, Project Mercury periscope, Gemini fuel
cell, a rare Mercury food sample and a suborbital monkey spacecraft. These additions
bring the number of space artifacts in their
collection to 41, eleven of which have been
to the moon and back!
The SpaceQuest Planetarium in Indianapolis is premiering a new program entitled
Reachfor the Stars on May 1st. Shuttle astronaut Kathryn Sullivan will be present for the
show's opening. The planetarium is also in
the process of building a full-size audience
interactive robot which will rise out of the pit
at the onset of each show. The SpaceQuest
Planetarium, with support from the Lilly
Endowment and the American Chemical
Society, has produced a school show entitled
Living Chemistry. This program is also being
made available in videotape format (for the
cost of the blank tape) for teachers who
request a copy from Greg Barnes.
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STATE NEWS (cont.)
OHIO
Chairman:

MICHIGAN

Chairman:

o

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept
Bowling Green State Universe
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

The Sidney Frohman Planetarium in
Sandusky is running Cosmic Catastrophes,
which is also the current show at Bowling
Green State University Planetarium.
The Ward Beecher Planetarium in
Youngstown is running their production of
The Milky Way.
At CRAP meetings this past winter, Bob
Sledz of Garfield Heights gave a slide show
based on vintage science fiction cards at the
January meeting and Rod Thompson demonstrated his new video system at the February
meeting. Textbook selection was a topic for
discussion at both meetings.

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

The McMath Planetarium in Bloomfield
Hills is presenting its own program, entitled
The Greatest Cosmic Space Stunts, which
illustrates some of the strange effects of
gravity, motion and temperature. They are
also showing their laser light show, Cutting
Edge Lasers.
The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing
is readying its new Digistar projector for its
public premiere in March.
The Longway Planetarium in Flint is
presenting Planet Patrol I, Christopher
Columbus and the Explorers, and the two
laser shows, Depeche Mode and Rush.
The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids
is producing a new show that explores the
universe as observed through binoculars and
small telescopes. They are also showing The
Little Star that Could and conducting Saturday classes on "Enjoying Backyard Astronomy."
The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is
presenting the Hansen productions of Springtime in the Universe in March and Cosmic
Catastrophes in April and May. The Marquette Astronomical Society is using the
planetarium equipment and laser disk capabilities to produce astronomy shows for their
own club meetings.

WISCONSIN
Chairman:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

John Surendonk, Planetarium Director of
the Racine Unified School's Planetarium, was
recently awarded the State of Wisconsin
Teacher of the Year in the Special Services
category. Earlier, John received the Kohl
Award for teaching excellence in the state of
Wisconsin. Congratulations, John!
The Waukesha School District's Horwitz
Planetarium is presenting Loch Ness Productions' More Than Meets the Eye for their
March program and All Systems Go! in April.
The University of Wisconsin at La Crosse
Planetarium is presenting Hansen Planetarium's production of Cosmic Catastrophes in
March andDawn of Astronomy in April.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
forms that appeared in the winter newsletter
and send them to Membership Chairman Eric
Schreur. His address appears on the GLPA
Newsletter masthead.

compiled by Bart Benjamin

STATE MEETING DATES
Illinois

V.M. SLIPHER AWARD

Saturday, April 24
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College, River Grove

Indiana

Saturday, April 24
Lawrence North High School
Indianapolis

Michigan

Saturday, April 24
Argus Planetarium
Pioneer High School, Ann Arbor

Ohio

Saturday, April 24
Copernicus Planetarium
Lourdes College, Sylvania

During 1993-94, the V.M. Slipher Committee will have a modest amount of funds to
award for projects that enhance the public's
understanding of astronomy. Preferences will
be given to projects requiring seed money for
programs that will continue beyond the funding period. A wards are generally less than
$1,000.
To receive guidelines for application,
please contact Dennis Schatz, Chairman;
V.M. Slipher Committee; Pacific Science
Center; 200 Second Avenue North; Seattle,
WA 98109. Completed applications must be
postmarked by May 17, 1993.

Wisconsin Friday/Saturday, April 23-24
Minnesota Minneapolis Public Planetarium

SPITZ SUMMER INSTITUTES
GLPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING

Spitz, Inc. and West Chester University
are sponsoring two summer institutes for persons wishing to learn how to successfully
operate a planetarium in an educational
environment.
Institute I (July 19-23, 1993) will concentrate on constellation study, sky motions, the
moon, planets and seasons. Institute II (July
26-30, 1993) will stress the educational use of
the planetarium as a classroom and include
sample programs for elementary schools,
secondary schools and laboratory exercises.
The cost to attend each institute is $275.
For more information, please contact
Mona E. Coldiron; 1993 Summer Institutes;
Spitz, Inc.; P.O. Box 198; Chadds Ford, PA
19317.

The spring meeting of the GLPA Executive Committee will be held in South Bend,
Indiana on Saturday, April 17, 1993, beginning at 10 a.m. Eastern time. Executive
Committee members will be receiving more
information by mail. Others interested in
attending this meeting should contact meeting
hostess Dayle Brown at (219) 282-1885.

NOMINATION FORMS DUE FOR GLPA
AWARDS
As mentioned on page 6 of the Winter
GLPA Newsletter, nominations for "Fellow"
and "Honorary Life Member" must now be
submitted in time to be reviewed at the spring
GLPA Executive Committee Meeting, which
meets this year on April 17th. If you would
like to nominate someone, please use the
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BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)

NEW ADDITIONS TO
SCRIPT/CURRICULUM BANK
Since the GLPA conference last fall,
there have been four additions to the GLPA
script and curriculum banks, as follows:

ASTRONOMY TOUR OF ENGLAND
West Chester University's Institute for
British Cultural Studies is sponsoring a threeweek course in Oxford, England that will
focus on the challenges and discoveries that
have led the way to our present concept of
the universe. Taught by Dr. George Reed
from July 31 through August 21, 1993,
"Astronomy in England" traces the history of
astronomy in England from Stonehenge to
the giant telescopes of the 18th century.
For more information, please contact
either Dr. George Reed at (215) 436-3036 or
Dr. Sterling Murray at (215) 436-2284.

BOZO'S BLASTOFF by Gary Tomlinson,
Chaffee Planetarium, 21 pages.
Narrated by Bozo the Clown, this
program features a lighthearted look at the
characteristics of stars and planets and the
reason for night and day. Uses video and
multi-image projection. Cost: $3, postpaid.
KINDERGARTENIFIRST GRADE PLANETARIUMPROGRAMby David DeRemer,
Horwitz Planetarium, 4 pages.
This program provides an introduction to
the planetarium and features a rocket blastoff
to the moon plus participatory activities to
"create" objects in the daytime and nighttime
sky. Cost: $1, postpaid.

ATTENTION: SCHOOL PLANETARIANS
Your expertise is needed to revise TIPS
Booklet #4, "Tips for Preparing and Presenting School Programs," which was assembled
in 1978. Topics covered in the booklet
include planning and delivering school programs, preparing materials for planetarium
lessons, presenting astronomical concepts and
supplemental activities.
Please send your ideas by May 31, 1993
to Marilynn Bacyinski, Science Facilitator;
Fitzgerald Public Schools; 23200 Ryan Road;
Warren, MI 48091.

KINDERGARTEN COLORING PAGES OF
THE SOLAR SYSTEM by David DeRemer,
Horwitz Planetarium, 10 pages. Cost: $1.50,
postpaid.
WAUKESHA SCHOOL DISTRICT
SECOND GRADE ASTRONOMY CURRICULUM by David DeRemer, Horwitz
Planetarium, 25 pages. Cost: $3.50, postpaid.
To order, please send your check (made
payable to GLPA) to Gary Sampson, Instructional Materials Committee Chairman. His
address appears on the GLPA Newsletter
masthead.

ASTRONOMY DAY REMINDER
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of
Astronomy Day, the thirteen co-sponsors
have designated two successive Saturdays as
Astronomy Day (April 24 and May 1) and the
week in between as Astronomy Week.
Although most planetariums and astronomy clubs celebrate on May 1st, many
groups in California (where Astronomy Day
was born in 1973) will host activities on April
24th.
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GLPA ARTICLES
Lawrence Hall of Science
University of California; Berkeley, CA
94720; Attn: Precious Perry; (510) 643-5082

Astronomy and Space Science Summer
Institutes for Elementary and Middle
School Teachers.
Institute 1 is June 22 through July 13.
Institute 2 is July 18 through August 6.
I am very pleased to announce that I will
serve as a co-director with the POPS Institutes
in Berkeley this summer.

GLPAMOBlLE NEWS
NETWORK
part of the IPS Mobile News Network
conducted by Dayle Brown

~~l institute~ except Spitz Institutes pay
partIcIpants a stIpend and provide for travel,
room and board. Don't delay. Deadlines for
all institutes are imminent. Call for an
application and details.
I hope you're all planning to attend your
state's spring meeting. Write me and share
with your fellow mobiles.

It's time to make your summer plans! It's
not too late to take advantage of some fantastic opportunities for professional growth,
travel and terrific fun. Having attended most
of these, I heartily recommend each of the
following:

Dayle Brown
713 Cushing
South Bend, IN 46616
(219) 282-1885

1993 Spitz Summer Institute in Planetarium
Education.
Spitz, Inc.; P.O. Box 198; Chadds Ford, PA
19317; Attn.: Mona E. Coldiron
(215) 459-5200.

WELCOME NEW GLPA
MEMBERS

Institute I (Naked-Eye Astronomy) is planned
for July 19-23.
Institute II (Planetarium Education) is planned
for July 26-30.

GLP A Membership Chairman Eric
Schreur reports the following new members
to GLPA:

Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics
60 Garden Street, MS-71; Cambridge, MA
02138; Attn.: Dr. Darrel Hoff
(617) 495-9798

Kathy Adams; COSI; 280 East Broad Street;
Columbus, OH 43215
Wade E. Allen; Dayton Museum of Natural
History; 2600 Deweese Parkway; Dayton, OH
45414

Project SPICA (Support Program for
Instructional Competency in Astronomy)
Project ARIES (Astronomy Resources for
Intercurricular Elementary Science)
Project ESTEEM (Earth Science Teachers
Exploring Exemplary Materials)

Mary J. Becker; The Planetary Studies Foundation; 518 West Wrightwood; Chicago, IL 60614
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Craig Morris; Seiler Instruments and Mfg., Inc.;
170 E. Kirkham Avenue; St. Louis, MO 63119

GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)

Randy Mullen; Ben Long Planetarium; 100
College Drive; Sault St. Marie, MI 49783
David Cram; Merrillville Community Planetarium; 6135 Minnesota Street; Hobart, IN 46342

Judy Neace; Frankfort Square School; 399
Kingston Drive; Frankfort, IL 60423

Brendan Curran; Bronx High School of Science;
522 Argyle Road; Mineda, NY 11501

Jack Neuliep; Merrillville Community Planetarium; 144 Old State Road 2; Westville, IN 46391

Lisa Daly; Upton Middle School; 800 Maiden
Lane; St. Joseph, MI 49085

Vernon Ohlendorf; 1987 Geneva Hills Road;
Muscatine,IA 52761

Laura Deines; Buhl Planetarium; Carnegie
Science Center; 1 Allegheny Avenue; Pittsburg,
PA 15212

Walt Simmons; Joe Hopkins Engineering; 4301
32nd Street West; Bradenton, FL 34205

Dr. Douglas Duncan; Adler Planetarium; 1300
South Lake Shore Drive; Chicago, IL 60605

Adam J. Simons; 3342 Wyoming Avenue SW;
Grand Rapids, MI 49509

Dave Elliot; Science Center of Iowa; 4500 Grand
Avenue; Des Moines, IA 50312

Holly Smeltzer; Buhl Planetarium; Carnegie
Science Center; 1 Allegheny Avenue; Pittsburgh,
PA 15212

Jon Frantz; East Coast Control Systems, Inc.;
4955 Brookhaven Street; Cocoa, FL 32927

Steve Stafford; SpaceQuest Planetarium; Children's Museum; P.O. Box 3000; Indianapolis, IN
46206

K. Douglas Holt; Madison Metropolitan Planetarium; 201 South Gammon Road; Madison, WI
53717

Craig Stillwell; Adler Planetarium; 1300 South
Lake Shore Drive; Chicago, IL 60605

Mark Howard; John Young Planetarium; Orlando
Science Center; 810 East Rollins Street; Orlando,
FL 32803

Robert Stoller; Fisk Planetarium; Campus Box
408; University of Colorado; Boulder, CO 80309

Robin Levine-Fields; Sudekum Planetarium; 800
Ridley Boulevard; Nashville, TN 37203

Krista Toth; Merrillville Community Planetarium;
10007 Garfield Lane; Crown Point, IN 46307

Robert Lewis; Merrillville Community Planetarium; 9817 Harrison Street; Crown Point, IN
46307

Dr. Jerry Underfer; University of Toledo; Snyder
Bldg. #169; Toledo, OH 43606
Mark Webb; Cernan Space Center; Triton
College; 2000 N. Fifth Avenue; River Grove, IL
60171

Ardis A. Maciolek; Grosse Point North High
School; 707 Vernier Road; Grosse Point, MI
48236

Jay Wooten; East Coast Control Systems; 219
Kings Way; Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Way lena McCully; Ritter Planetarium; University
of Toledo; Toledo, OH 43606

Joseph Wotell; Merrillville Community Planetarium; 7437 Pierce Place; Merrillville, IN 46410

Dwight Michael; Jay County H.S. Planetarium;
RR #2, Hwy. 67W; Portland, IN 47371

Welcome to GLPA!

Scott Miller; Rauch Memorial Planetarium;
University of Louisville; Louisville, KY 40292
J.C. Moritz; Beuhler Planetarium; 3501 S.W.
Davie Road; Davie, FL 33314
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As a member of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association
(GLPA), you will receive the following benefits:
-- the opportunity to attend the annual GLPA Conference in the fall.
-- the opportunity to attend state planetarium meetings in the spring.
-- a copy of the Proceedings of the annual GLPA Conference.
-- subscription to the quarterly GLPA Newsletter.
-- access to TIPS booklets that provide valuable ideas and suggestions.
-- accessto the GLPA Script Bank, Slide Bank, and Software Library.
-- and morel

Don't let these valuable benefits pass you by. Join today!
For more information, please contact:
Eric Schreur
GLPA Membership Chair
2324 Bronson Boulevard
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-2401
(616) 345-7092

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.

-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001 (602) 774-3358

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary{freasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and oninions exnressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A. its membershin or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1993.
PRESIDENT
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Bowling Green, OH 43403
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nationwide today.
Now, reminded of the value of your work, go
have a refreshing and delightful summer.
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MESSAGE
Dale Smith

One of the most frustrating aspects of presiding over a planetarium association is dealing with
threatened closures of a member's facility. Sometimes we don't find out until it's too late. When
we do find out in time, we can fight the threat, and
we can win more often than you might suspect.
Of the last two cases I have been involved with,
both have been successful, with the planetarium
saved through a combination of local and external
effort. That's good news!
A common threat cited is that planetariums do
not teach core material. This is a false argument,
if only because a planetarium visit will often inspire the visiting teacher to do a better job teaching science back in the classroom. You can also
counter the "irrelevancy" argument in the following way:

Bart Benjamin

Welcome to summertime!
On pages 8,9, and 10 of this summer edition
of the GLPA Newsletter, you will find the minutes of the Spring Meeting of the GLPA Executive Committee. Please take a few minutes to read
the business of your planetarium association so
that in the future, the Executive Committee can
even better serve your needs. After all, it is your
association.
In early- to mid-June, you should have received a special mailing of our "State of the Planetarium" questionnaire, which was developed in
response to reports suggesting that planetariums
in our region (and probably beyond) are
increasingly being threatened with budget
cutbacks, staff cutbacks, or outright closure. If
you didn't receive a copy of the questionnaire,
please contact me at (708) 456-0300, ext. 408 for
a replacement copy. I plan to compile the results
of this survey in time for the fall GLPA
Newsletter and/or the annual conference.
Keep those reports and articles coming!
Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue
is August 1, 1993. Enjoy the summer heat;
remember, it's what we looked forward to all
winter!

"In this time of special federal emphasis on
reversing the poor science performance of American students, your (school, by virtue of your)
planetarium is a leader. Your students are learning what many others should be learning, but are
not. The vast majority of what you teach in the
planetarium, whether in daytime classes or in
public programs, cannot be taught in a regular
classroom. The material taught in the planetarium
is not 'peripheral fluff,' but is the very central
stuff that has compelled the human race to look
skyward since the beginning, to invent mythologies to explain the world, and to explore the universe and our place in it. A child deprived of this,
and the sense of wonder and understanding it
evokes, has lost access to an irreplaceable part of
human knowledge."
In the 1800's, astronomy was a central subject
in American schools. (It still should be). President John Quincy Adams proposed the establishment of a national observatory. He would thrill to
what we are doing in a thousand planetariums

3

NEWS

STATE

children's program The Secret of the Cardboard
Former planetarium assistant David
Rocket.
Portree, who left to work for a NASA subsidiary
this past year, had his book published in February,
entitled "Thirty Years Together: A Chronology of
U.S.-Soviet Space Cooperation."
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium in
Champaign is currently presenting The Mars
Show and Prairie Skies as its feature shows, The
Little Star That Could as its family show, and
Rainbow War and Great Barrier Reef as its big
screen films. In September, they will produce a
program entitled Questions, which will answer the
questions most asked by their audiences.

ILLINOIS

Chainnan:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago is continuing its popular public show African Skies and its
family show The Littlest Dinosaur in Space. In
July, Adler opened a new exhibit entitled "Night
Visions," which helps people find objects in the
night sky, and "Astronomy in Zanzibar," which
photographically documents astronomy in that
African nation. Adler is also continuing its very
popular summer camp programs and CARA program conducted at Yerkes Observatory. Adler
recently welcomed new intern Christian Greer
and Summer Assistant Susanna Szulczewski (formerly from the Illinois State University Planetarium).
The Cernan Earth and Space Center in River
Grove is currently playing the popular C-360 film
Seasons, its production of Dinosaur! (just in time
for Jurassic Park ), its popular children's outer
space show, Zip, Zoom, Whiz, and a "digitally remastered" version of its popular Pink Floyd laser
light show. The Cernan Center hosted the Illinois
state meeting on April 24th, with approximately
20 planetarians in attendance for a variety of papers, programs, and laser demonstrations. On
June 11 th, Dr. James Kaler presented a program to
Cernan Center members about recent discoveries
and trends in astronomy.
The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria
is currently presenting Alvin Tells a Starry Tale, a
cooperative venture with Bradley University that
takes children on an imaginary trip to the stars. In
June, Lakeview hosted its annual Teachers Institute, training teachers for the museum's Children's Discovery Center, Telescope Loan Program, and Starlab Rental Program.
The Illinois State University Planetarium in
Normal is currently presenting the Hansen Planetarium production of Cosmic Catastrophes and the

INDIANA
Chairperson:

D

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46804
(219) 432-8786

The Indiana state meeting, hosted by Keith
and Cindy Shafer, was held on Saturday, April
24th at Lawrence North High School in Indianapolis. Approximately 30 planetarians attended.
The Koch Planetarium in Evansville is currently running the Memphis Pink Palace production of Starlit Nights. Mitch Luman also reports
that the planetarium has expanded its educational
programming to include spring camp-ins for girls.

ATTENTION PLANET ARIANS:

If news of your planetarium is missing
from this State News column, please send it
to your state chairperson by mid-July for
inclusion in the next issue of the GLPA
Newsletter.

4

STATE NEWS (cont.)
OHIO
Chainnan:

MICHIGAN

Chainnan:

[)

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Bowling Green State Univers.
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

About 20 Ohio planetarians met at Lourdes
College on April 24th for a presentation of programs, papers, and "nifty projection ideas." Host
Dolores Kurek showed two programs -- Where on
Earth is Christopher Columbus? and Hubble:
Report from Orbit.
Spring programs around the state have included Rite of Spring '93 at Youngstown, Ghosts in
the Sky at Toledo, Cosmic Catastrophes at
Lourdes, and The Seabird Show at Bowling
Green. Two staged performances were also held
in Bowling Green -- "Twilight Readings," featuring poetry and fiction readings, and "Heavenly
Music," featuring classical music set to planetarium slides and effects.

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing is
now reopened after their renovation with a newly
painted dome, newall-sky system, and a new
Digistar projector. Gateway to Infinity is being
offered as their first public show.
The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids
continues detailed design work on their new, soon
to be completed, 50-foot planetarium.
The Kalamazoo Public Museum Planetarium
is running Cosmic Catastrophes and a new inhouse production Mission to Moon Base. Work
continues on their plans for a new planetarium.
The Longway Planetarium in Flint is presenting Planet Patrol and Cosmic Catastrophes and
laser light shows featuring the music of Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Pink Floyd, and Kiss the Sky.
The McMath Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills
is presenting Arctic Days, Tropical Nights in support of Cranbrook's summer exhibit "Master of
the Night: the True Story of Bats." Seven different laser shows are also being offered in the
evenings.

WISCONSIN
Chainnan:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

The University of Wisconsin at La Crosse
Planetarium is planning a week long astronomy
class in July for the university's Young Scholar's
Program.
They recently purchased a Sony
1042-Q video projector, with partial funding from
the University Foundation.
The Minneapolis Planetarium was the site of
the joint Wisconsin-Minnesota state meetings on
April 23-24. Programs and activities were conducted in the Minneapolis Planetarium, Como
Planetarium (in St. Paul), the OMNI Theater, and
the University of Minnesota's Astronomy Department.
Dave DeRemer from the Waukesha School
District's Horwitz Planetarium will teach an astronomy course for the University of Wisconsin's
"College for Kids" program in June.

RESULTS OF THE 1992 CONFERENCE
QUESTIONNAIRE (cont. from page 10, col. 2)
people have no idea how much work is involved,
how many decisions are made, or how many compromises are negotiated to host a conference -especially one with two different planetarium
associations meeting at the same time.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
like you helping out. That way, we can do even
more for our members.
If you don't have the time to volunteer, you
c,an h~lp GLPA in another way, through your
fmanclal support. Whether it is a sponsorship at
our conferences, an advertisement in our newsletter, an outright donation to the association, or a
p,ledg~ to leave GLP A something in your will, this
fmanclal support will help ensure that GLPA can
continue to serve its membership well into the
21 st centu11" , If you are interested in supporting
your aSSOCIatIOn, please contact our Secretary/
Treasurer, Dave Parker. GLPA will be most
pleased to hear from you.

compiled by Bart Benjamin

WANTED: CONFERENCE
PHOTOGRAPHER
GLPA is searching for a person to photograph
the Dayton GLPA conference this fall (i.e. October 20-23, 1993). Interested persons must attend
the conference, must provide their own photographic equipment, and should photograph each
day's events. In return for these duties GLPA
will provide the conference photographer with
free conference registration (i.e. free dues transportation, meals, and other conference expenses)
a?d reimbursement for film purchases and processmg.
To apply for this year's position of conference photographer, send a letter describing your
photographi~ equipment and experience, plus
your commItment to attend the conference, by
July 22, 1993 to: Gary Tomlinson, Chaffee Planetarium, 54 Jefferson SE, Grand Rapids, MI
49503. His phone number is (616) 456-3987.

TIPS BOOKLET REVISITED
As stated on page 7 of the Spring GLPA
Newsletter, Marilynn Bacyinski is trying to
collect enough good ideas to revise TIPS Booklet
#4, "Tips for Preparing and Presenting School
Programs," which was originally compiled in
1978. ~f you have any good ideas on how to plan
and dehver school programs, prepare materials for
planetarium lessons, present astronomical concepts and supplemental activities, please send
v:rhat you have (handwritten submissions are just
fme; .by July ~1st to Marilynn Bacyinski; Science
FacIhtator; Fitzgerald Public Schools; 23200
Ryan Road; Warren, MI 48091.

HOW TO HELP GLPA
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association is
the. old~st and la,rgest regional planetarium organizatIOn In the Umted States. Since the Great Lakes
region does not contain the largest number of
planetariums, GLPA must be doing something
right to attract so many members.
As you may already know, GLPA not only
offers its members an annual conference, but also
publishes Conference Proceedings, TIPS Booklets, and a quarterly newsletter, while providing
other services including a Slide, Script, and Software Bank. But how are all these member's benefits accomplished? The answer is found in a
group of dedicated members who organize publications, collect educational materials, write articles, plan conferences, etc.
So the first way that you can help GLPA is by
volunteering your talents. You don't have to be
an Executive Committee member to make valuable contributions to the organization. Write an
article for the newsletter, give a paper at the
conference, host a state meeting, or volunteer to
help one of the many standing committees of your
association, GLP A can always use more people

"THE SECRET OF LIFE" ON PBS
!his fa~l, PBS and WGBH-Boston are presentmg an eIght part series, entitled "The Secret of
Life," which explores how recent discoveries in
molecular biology have revolutionized the fields
of agriculture, industry, and medicine while
~aising difficult ethical, social, and legal q~estions
m the process.
,To extend, the e~ucational impact of this
senes, WGBH IS offenng free print materials for
science and social studies teachers, including a
32-page secondary school teacher's guide and a
full-color classroom poster. If you would like
~ore information about the series, or if you would
hke to order either the teacher's guide or poster,
please contact Outreach Coordinator Marisa
Wolsky at (617) 492-2777, ext. 4390 or write her
at WGBH, Educational Print and Outreach, 125
Western Avenue, Boston, MA 02134.
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Great Lakes Planetariunl Association 1993 Conference
October 20-23
Dayton Museum of Natural History
2600 DeWeese Parkway Dayton, OR 45414 (513) 275-7431

The Dayton Museum of Natural History's Philips Space Theater will be hosting the 29th annual
conference of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association on October 20-23, 1993. Papers, commercial displays, planetariuln shows, and other special events are planned for the conference.

LOCATION: The Dayton Museuln of Natural History is built on a woody hillside that is surrounded by parks between the Great Miami and Stillwater Rivers. The Philips Space Theater
opened in 1991, and consists of an Evans & Sutherland Digistar under a fifty-foot dome (the largest
in the state). It features a JHE control system, a locally designed sound system, and 170 uni-directional seats. The Museum elnploys only one full-time planetarium staff member, and consequently
fills an interesting niche between the high-tech world of the country's largest planetaria and the
small budget school planetarium. The local Historical Society Museum and the Dayton Art Institute
are a few minutes drive from the Museum. The United States Air Force Museum is also located in
Dayton. Dayton is easily accessible by car via either 1-70 or 1-75. The Dayton International Airport
is recently remodeled and serviced by all major carriers.

REGISTRATION: Registration lnaterials will be sent to all GLPAmelnbers in mid-summer. If
you are not a GLP A member and wish to receive registration materials, contact Art Goss by August
1st. The fee should be comparable to past years. Registration must be made in advance with the
registration deadline of September 11th.

LODGING: The Holiday Inn North, located at exit 57B off of 1-75 will serve as the conference
hotel. ROOlns are available for a special conference rate of around $60.

MEALS: A meal package will be available for the conference. (The price is still fluid at press
time.) The package will include continental breakfast buffets each lnorning, receptions on Wednesday and Friday nights, lunches and afternoon snacks, as well as the Friday evening banquet. Vegetarian options will be provided when registering.

CALL FOR WORKSHOPS: A workshop session is tentatively planned on soft slide masking,
portable planetaria, and more. Individuals wishing to host a workshop session are encouraged to do
so, but THE WORKSHOP PROPOSAL DEADLINE IS JULY 15th. To make a proposal, contact
Art Goss.

PAPER SESSIONS: The core of the formal conference is, as usual, the many interesting and
diverse papers presented by the lnelnbers. The paper proposal form will be sent with the registration
infonnation in lnid-sulmner.
We hope to see all of you in Dayton this Fall. Please MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

SAVINGS:

South Bend, Indiana, April 17, 1993

PRESENT: Dale W. Smith, Pres., Dan Goins, Past Pres., David
E. Parker, Secffreas., Dayle Brown, I.P.S. Rep., Gary Tomlinson,
Conf. Planning, Gary Sampson, Instr. Mat., David DeRemer, Educ.,
Eric Schreur, Memb., Bart Benjamin, Pub!., Wade Allen, 1993 Conf.
Host, Dayton
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by
President Dale Smith at 10:20. Dale announced Bill Buckingham and
David Batch will not be able to attend the meeting. Gary Sampson,
having been chosen by the ASP as the Brennen award winner of the year,
was recognized by the Executive Committee.
MINUTES: David Parker reviewed the minutes of the previous
meeting. Dan moved that the minutes be accepted. Seconded by
Tomlinson. Approved.
TREASURER'S REPORT: Parker distributed copies of the
summary of financial activities since the beginning of the fiscal year on
October 1, 1992, as follows:

RECEIPTS:
GLPADues
1992 Conference
GLP A Gift Shop
Checking account interest
Newsletter advertising
Publications

TOT AL RECEIPTS

3,970.00
3,948.11
150.00
95.20
62.00
2000
8,245.31

EXPENDITURES:
Postage
Conference Planning Comm.
GLPApins
GLPA Newsletter
1992 Proceedings
GLPA SUIWlies

TOT AL EXPENDITURES

40.37
49.00
300.00
860.77
2346.70
7750
3,674.34

CHECKING ACCOUNT SUMMARY:
Checking account balance 10/1/92
4957.56
ADD total receipts
8,245.31
TOTAL
13,20287
SUBTRACT transfer to credit union
-8,000.00
S1 JBTRACT total expenditures _ _ _ _ _-.....3=,6"""7.. .1.4_3.. .1.4
ACCOUNT BALANCE 4116193
1,528.53

SEPARATE FUND ACCOUNTS:
GLPA gift shop
Printed materials
Slide, tape & software

TOTALS

10/1192
33.26
373.55
36.18
442.99

4/16193
33.26
380.93
47.21
461.40
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Credit union balance 10/1/92
Transfer from checking
Interest received
BALANCE 4116/93

4,716.69
8,000.00
175.03
12,891.72

FINANCIAL SUMMARY:
Checking account
Separate fund accounts
Credit union account

TOTAL GLPA ASSETS

10/1192
4,957.56
442.99
4,716.69
10,117.24

4/16193
1,528.53
461.40
12,891.72
14,881.65

Parker also distributed copies of the conference financial report,
prepared by host John Wharton. It showed that the bulk of the excess
of funds from the conference came from the unusually large number of
attendees at the conference.
A motion to approve the treasurer's report was seconded and the
report was approved by the committee.
MILEAGE FORMS: Dale noted that the membership voted to
allow the Executive Committee to set reimbursement for travel to nonconference Executive Committee meetings at a rate not higher than the
IRS guidelines, which is now $0.28 per mile. Since mileage reimbursement commenced, the rate has been $0.10 per mile. Some members of
the committee layout about $150 to serve at the meeting. At the fall
meeting, where there is no reimbursement, committee members often
have to spend an extra night, including meals, to attend. Even at the
spring meeting, there is no reimbursement for lodging and meals. Dayle
moved that the rate be set at $0.28 per mile, The motion was seconded.
Passed.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dale reported that the United Nations Planetarium book has been distributed to virtually every planetarium in the world outside first-world countries. Attendees of the
1992 GLPA-GPPA conference received copies. Mailings will also be
made in the U.S.; regional presidents will be contacted and through their
mailing lists their members can get copies of the book.
The book has been translated into Japanese and there has been
approval for a Spanish translation.
Facilities documentation and aCcreditation: Jeff Hunt suggested
producing a document listing the equipment and facilities a planetarium
ought to have, with an eye toward having planetariums becoming
accredited. Dale said the project would be a huge amount of work and
any project involving standards is always controversial.
Letters and documents of support: The project to develop school,
museums and college support letters will be carried over to the next
meeting. Dale has already sent letters of support to planetarium
administrators where drastic changes have been proposed.
NST A Standards: NST A committees have been working on a
proposal to establish K -12 science standards. Dale will write letters to
keep in correspondence with NSTA. There are planetarium people
active in the process. Parker said a notice of the GLPA con-ference in
Dayton has been printed in the NSTA Reports magazine.
COQPeration with AAS: Dale has corresponded with AAS regarding several areas of cooperation with GLP A. Videotaped or transcribed
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talks would not be practical. Press releases probably would not be
timely, but Dale will see if he can arrange it. There is the possibility that
the AAS Education Advisory Board can be contacted to review planetarium show scripts for accuracy. There is a possibility that speakers
might be arranged for GLPA events. Several education initiatives will
be addressed and workshops will be conducted at the AAS meeting at
Berkeley in mid June.
State of the planetarium survey: Bart discussed using a survey to
get a feeling of how planetarians are handling the crunch of financial
problems. The survey will address staff, facility, and finances. It was
mentioned that the I.P.S. survey looks only at the people (planetarians),
while this survey would also look at facilities.
The National Planetarium Council: Dale distributed the proposed
bylaws. Steve Mitch, Jeanne Bishop, Bob Tate, and Dale Smith met in
January, 1993, to work out the principles for establishing a National
Planetarium Council. The committee addressed the concerns that were
raised in earlier meetings of the regionals. The NPC will support and
coordinate efforts of the regionals. It will seek funding for major
projects, such as the production of shows. The primary intent is to go
to private foundations for financial resources. It will come into existence when four of the seven regionals have ratified the bylaws. The
seven allowed members ofNPC will be the seven regionals in the United
States, and each regional can join upon the vote ofits membership. Each
regional will have one representative. Funding would come from the
regionals based on membership. Approximate assessment for start-up
would be $2 per member. The NPC would not be able to tell the
regionals what to do. The NPC would be governed by a Board of
Directors composed of an Executive Director and one representative
from each regional. The real work of the council will be done by the
Executive Director, he will do the leg work and will carryon the
business of the NPC. Initially, it will be a volunteer position, however,
depending on the success, the position could become funded. No
member of the Board of Directors can be the Executive Director. The
Directors will select the Executive Director, not from among themselves. The Executive Director will have no vote and can hold no other
office in the NPC.
If passed by vote of the memberships of four of the regionals by
this fall, the first NPC meeting could be in the summer of 1994. Dale
was highly commended for his participation in the establishment of this
council, who in tum gave due credit to Bob Tate, Atlanta, for his
influential work. Tomlinson moved that we support the bylaws in
principle, subject to review of the final copy. Seconded by Eric. Further
discussion followed. Sampson said that the functioning of the committees seems a little vague; also, an influx of money from grants at the start,
hopefully toward education, would help the NPC stand above other
organizations. The motion passed.
PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dan reported that the GLPA
pins have been ordered. He reported that he has only a few T-shirts and
mugs remaining in the GLPA gift shop.
1993 CONFERENCE: Wade Allen from Dayton reported on
progress that he and Art Goss have made for the 1993 conference, Oct.
20-23. He distributed a preliminary schedule. The conference hotel will
be the Holiday Inn, Dayton North, about two miles from the museum.
Dr. Kaler will be returning for the popular astronomy update. Art Goss
and Mr. Allen have reviewed feedback from the previous conference in
formulating ideas for their own. There was some discussion regarding
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workshops, scheduling, vendors, planetarium shows, etc. Wednesday
night will be at the museum. It was suggested that paper presentations
be strictly held to 10 minutes. Parallel sessions would be preferable to
refusing papers, but serial paper sessions are the best. A time for
conferees to spend poking around the planetarium and seeing its
capabilities would be nice.
SPITZ LECTURER: The Spitz Lecturer was selected by the
committee.
CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tomlinson will prepare a
summary of the conference evaluation for the Newsletter. There was
some discussion about the evaluation form. Sampson said that conferences are going well and attendance is good. We shouldn't change the
good things, but we should be responsive to criticism; there's always
room for improvement.
The evaluations calledfor more vendors, more door prizes and
more free time, more time in the hospitality suite and at the museum, and
time to poke around the planetarium. Shorter business meetings were
also requested. It was also suggested that the details of the committee
reports be printed before the business meeting.
Changes and additions to the Conference Guidelines were reviewed. Changes in the document will be incorporated into the Handbook in the fall. A paper summarizing the services provided to the
conference host by GLPA was reviewed. There was also a review of
paper session moderators and speaker confirmation and guidelines. A
sample dues notice and conference registration form were also reviewed. A sponsor/vendor form was reviewed. Tomlinson said that in
the past we have done a poor job of making our sponsors feel important
and welcomed. Dan suggested that the questionnaire be sent out to the
vendors from St. Loius to give us some insight and preperation for the
Dayton conference.
Tomlinson said that the 30th anniversary is coming up in 1995 at
the Grand Rapids meeting.
Steve Mitch mentioned to Tomlinson that their planetarium may
not be available in the evenings for the 1994 Wheeling conference. He
suggested moving the conference to Sept. 21. The committee decided
to continue with plans to have the conference in October.
Tomlinson asked to buy software that would allow for conference
registration and reporting via computer to the sec/treasurer and membership chair. Dayle moved and Sampson seconded that the software,
Microsoft Works 3.0, be purchased in IBM and Macintosh versions. It
will cost around $400. Motion passed.
Tomlinson also asked to buy a supply of name tags with GLPA
logos. Ribbons are needed for the conference host, also. It was agreed
to purchase these supplies.
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Gary Sampson reported
that activity in the past couple of years has been more toward TIPS
booklets and curriculum guides, and less for scripts. Sampson has
provided slide guides to Mitch Luman for the slide bank, who is get-ting
it into a format that will be easier to use at the conference.
Marilynn Bacyinski is revising TIPS #4, "Preparing and Presenting School Programs". Gary would like to have the revisions completed
by the fall conference. TIPS #6, "Planning for a Planetarium Education
Program," will be the next one to be revised. A public school educator
would be a good person to revise this booklet.
Dale has submitted a new script and DeRemer will be submitting
a new curriculum guide to the resource files.

GLPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
EPUCATION COMMITTEE: David DeRemer reported that
he has received some submissions for the new booklet on planetarium
teaching tips and ideas. Everyone is encouraged to send in short,
paragraph sized vignettes of planetarium teaching tips. They will be
pri..nted and distributed after fall conference.
DeRemer wants to provide tape and slides as well as related
hands-on acclivities for the middle level (2-4 grades) program.
Curricula for the 3rd, 2nd, and 5th grade is done, and now a new
6th grade curriculum has been done. They all have hand-on activities
that go along.
The third grade show sample script written by DeRemer was
distributed. Participation by the students is essential. It can be done
with one slide projector and a cassette player in the planetarium or the
Starlab. Music and sound (maybe narration) will be done by Bowen
Music in Indianapolis.
DEVELOPMENT: Dale said we should seek outside sponsorship for the third grade show. Bill Buckingham will be looking for
sponsorship. Sampson also said that national grant opportunities and
federal funds that could possibly be accessed by the National Planetarium Council for program funding.
PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin reported that the Newsletter
has started receiving advertising. Things are going smoothly with the
Newsletter and the Proceedings. Benjamin and Sampson are working
to make an index of articles in the Proceedings publica-tion. The 1993
Proceedings will be the tenth issue. Sampson feels that the Proceedings
contains a lot of good information that would be buried if an index is
not produced and maintained.
PRESIDENT-ELECT'S REPORT: David Batch will chair the
nominating committee for elections at the conference.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: Eric reported that many
improvements have been made in the data base. Eric distributed and
reviewed a listing of individuals who would be eligible for the FELLOW of GLPA award. Several were selected for the award.
I.P.S. REPORT: Dayle Brown announced that the dates for the
1994 conference at Cocoa will be July 10-16. The 1996 confer-ence in
Osaka, Japan, will be July 11-15. Some pre-conference (7/8-9) and
post conference (7/16-18) tours will be arranged. Business class hotels
will have room rates of approximately $65 per night; frrst class rates
will be about $110 per night. The I.P.S. Council will meet this year
prior to the "triple conjunction," SWAP, RMPA, PPA., Oct. 28-31.
NEW BUSINESS: Dan suggested that the lunch at Executive
Committee meetings be provided by GLPA. Due to the amount of work
the committee does, work continues through the lunch which is brought
in. Dayle made a motion that GLPA pay for the Executive Committee
lunch today. Seconded. The motion passed.
Parker mentioned that the supply of stationary is running very
low. He suggested having some more printed. All agreed.
Dale announced that the next meeting will be 9 a.m. E.D.T. on
Wednesday (10/20) at the beginning of the 1993 GLPA Conference in
Dayton, Ohio.
There was a motion to adjourn which was seconded. Motion
carried at 5:59 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

!J(){m/'C. 4lkM

David E. Parker, Secretartyffreasurer

RESUL TS OF THE 1992 CONFERENCE
QUESTIONNAIRE Gary Tomlinson
To improve conventions, we always distribute
questionnaires to ask for suggestions and to see
how we're doing. Your comments and past experiences have resulted in the production of a
40-page guide to hosting a GLPA convention
(required reading for any conference host!). This
book is full of tips and comments to help ensure
that we give our members the type of conference
they desire. Our conference hosts are committed
to providing members with the best conference
they can, but we members must always keep in
mind that hosting is voluntary, and staff members
receive no compensation for all their extra work.
So let's see what the members thought of the St.
Louis conference last fall:
We learned that the Great Plains Planetarium
Association (recall that St. Louis was a joint conference with GPPA) has more vendors than
GLPA, has cheaper conventions, has more free
time, and has a lot more door prizes.
We are working on getting more vendors and
at holding the cost of conventions low (believe it
or not, GLPA convention costs are lower than
most other professional organizations, and so are
our dues!). We are not, however, trying to get lots
of door prizes. You've indicated that you would
rather spend your time either doing "convention
type stuff" or getting an earlier start back home.
We are aware of your need for free time. We are
also aware of your desire for more activities, so
here we have to compromise.
You also requested more planetarium shows
and a behind-the-scenes tour, but the one thing
our members really missed at the last conference
was a hospitality suite. This year, we will have a
room where we can go after the day's conference
to mingle with our colleagues.
We are also going to try to have a shorter,
faster-paced business meeting. We are putting
more emphasis on listening to what you have to
say and less on what the Executive Committee has
to say.
Some suggested that vendors should not win
door prizes. However, if the vendor is a member,
then why shouldn't he or she be able to win?
(See, we dQ listen to your suggestions; we just
don't always implement them. Please keep them
coming, though).
One last thing, if you attended
St. Louis
conference and you didn't send John Wharton and
his staff a thank you letter, you should have. Most

the

(continued on page 5, column 1)
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.

-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001 (602) 774-3358

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIAnON offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A.is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretaryrrreasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A. its membership or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1993.
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Dale Smith

We planetarians are one of the few professions in the country without a national society to
speak for us. For historical reasons, we have
organized on a regional level. The seven regional
associations do an excellent job of providing conferences and other member services and facilitating our contacts with each other. The IPS is providing similar services on an increasingly intern ationallevel, as it should.
Thus we have no unified voice to represent
the common interests of American planetariums
on a domestic national level. The regionals cannot do it. IPS cannot do it. Societies like AAS,
NSTA, and ASTC, though related to us, represent
other groups. In this decade in which science
education is to be emphasized but many planetariums are threatened, a single voice is both a
necessity and an opportunity for us.
In January, Bob Tate of SEPA, Steve Mitch of
MAPS, and I, in consultation with the other regional presidents, met at Jeanne Bishop's home to
begin creation of a National Planetarium Council
(NPC). Under Bob's leadership, we drafted principles which were later used to formulate the
proposed bylaws.
We envision a coordinating Council whose
members are the seven regional associations. The
NPC will provide the formal mechanism for the
regionals to work and speak together as they
choose. The proposed Council and its Bylaws are
explained in detail in the article by Bob Tate
which begins on page 8. Please read it carefully.
We plan to seek approval of the Bylaws by
each of the seven American regionals during their
1993 meetings. GLPA will have the opportunity
to ratify the Bylaws and join the NPC during our
annual business meeting at the Dayton conference
next month. We seek your support for the Council because we believe it is in the very best interests of GLPA and the nation's planetariums. If
you have any questions, please contact me.

Happy autumn and welcome back to all
GLPA school planetarians! We can all look forward to seeing one another at the GLP A Conference in Dayton, Ohio this October. Art Goss and
his staff are working very hard to make this conference a memorable one for all who attend.
Don't miss it!
This issue of the GLPA Newsletter is coming
out about a week later than I originally planned.
In August, the Cernan Center was shut down and
locked up for three weeks (with only a week's
warning) because of electrical work in an adjacent
building. Since I couldn't begin on the newsletter
until August 23rd, some sections of the newsletter
(e.g. State News and articles) are a bit shorter than
normal. However, there are two very important
sections that you should read -- the annotated bylaws of the National Planetarium Council beginning on page 8 and the slate of candidates for the
upcoming GLPA election, which appears on page

7.
I recently heard from a couple of planetarium
colleagues who said they would prefer to fax me
their newsletter articles or notices. For them, my
fax number (actually Triton College's fax
number) is (708) 456-0049.
Keep those reports, articles, and faxes
coming! Please note that the deadline for the
winter issue is November 1, 1993. See you at the
conference in Dayton!
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NEWS

STATE

He will be joining the planetarium staff this
fall. In September, the lSU Planetarium began running their own production of The
Magic Bus, which explores the solar system,
stars, black holes, and even friendly aliens.
They will also continue running Cosmic
Catastrophes through November. Beginning
early in 1994, they will also present a series
of seminars on safely observing next year's
annular eclipse.

ILLINOIS

Chainnan:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

INDIANA
The Cernan Earth and Space Center in
River Grove is currently playing the popular
C-360 film The Space Shuttle: An American
Adventure, its popular children's outer space
show, Zip, Zoom, Whiz, and its popular Pink
Floyd laser light show. In late October, the
Ceman Center will premiere a new laser
show that features the music of a variety of
rock bands from the past 25 years.
Beginning on November 26, the Cernan
Center will bring back its popular holiday
In late
program Celebrations of Winter.
August, the Cernan Center received word that
it will receive its second consecutive general
operating support (GOS) grant from the
federal Institute of Museum Services (IMS),
which will be applied in a variety of ways
that enhance the Cern an Center's capabilities.
Also receiving a 1993 lMS Grant will be
Peoria's Lakeview Museum.
During the
summer, the Lakeview Museum Planetarium
presented Dinotales, A Starry Tale (a children's shows that stars puppets on video), and
Cosmic Catastrophes.
Lakeview Museum
has recently been the victim of budget woes
and finds itself operating on a reduced staff.
During the summer, an exhibit of hands-on
activities sponsored by the local power company (ClLCO) was the museum's gallery
feature.
The Illinois State University Planetarium
in Normal recently conferred a $1,000 Physics and Astronomy Education Award to lSU
student Joseph Butler from Shirland, Illinois.

Chainnan:

D

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
FortVVayne,IN 46804
(219) 432-8786

No Report

MICHIGAN

Chainnan:

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd., P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013
(313) 645-3235

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing
reports a highly successful reopening after
renovation of their planetarium and installation of their new Digistar projector. Gateway to Infinity was a hit during the summer.
A Digistar version of Hansen Planetarium's
Galaxies will premiere this October.
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STATE NEWS (cont.)
The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids
continues to plan for the November, 1994
opening of its new 50-foot facility. Meanwhile, they are currently presenting Galaxies
and an in-house family show My Trip to the
Chaffee high school interns Greg
Moon.
Paplawsky and Nate Bultman created a very
successful laser show, Stars of Rock, which
ran during the summer.
The McMath Planetarium in Bloomfield
Hills is presenting anew, interactive planetarium show this fall entitled The Mystery of the
Star J ewe 1, in which the audience participates
in solving a mystery using star charts.

OHIO
Chainnan:

WISCONSIN
Chainnan:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

The University of Wisconsin at Stevens
Point Planetarium experimentally ran laser
and light shows this summer. Attendance
was better than expected, and they will be
continued this fall. The planetarium staff will
also be running Loch Ness' production of
The Mars Show and during the holiday season, they will present Chaffee Planetarium's
production of A Christmas Present and the
Pink Palace's production of Season of Light.
The University of Wisconsin at LaCrosse
Planetarium will be presenting the Bishop
Planetarium's production of Star of Wonder
during the holiday season.

(]

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Bowling Green State Univers.
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

CRAP held the third annual "Zajac zummer zocial" at the home of Gene and Pam
Zajac on June 26, celebrating the summer
with a cookout and water games.
The Ritter Planetarium in Toledo ran a
double feature in June -- Skywatchers of
Ancient Mexico and Hubble: Report from
Orbit. The Physics and Astronomy Department at Toledo ran its third SPICA workshop
during the summer.
The fall show at Bowling Green is The
Light-Hearted Astronomer. Tony Crider from
BGSU is now at Los Alamos National Laboratory.

ATTENTION PLANETARIANS
If news of your planetarium is missing
from this State News column, please send it
to your state chairman by the October
conference for inclusion in the winter issue of
the GLPA Newsletter.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
The fall meeting of the GLPA Executive
Committee will be held at 9 a.m. EDT on
Wednesday, October 20 in Dayton, Ohio.
Executive Committee members will be
receiving more information by mail. For
additional information, please call conference
host Art Goss at (513) 275-7431.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
compiled by Bart Benjamin

Toyota's Appreciation Program for Excellence to Science Teachers Reaching Youth.
All science teachers of grades 6 to 12
residing in the United States can receive up to
$10,000 to run an innovative science program that centers on either environmental
education or physical science applications.
The goal of this competition is to increase
student interest and participation in science.
The deadline for applications is January 12,
1994.
TAPESTRY proposal kits will be mailed
to teachers around the country. If you don't
receive one by the end of September, please
write to TAPESTRY; 1742 Connecticut Ave.
NW; Washington, DC 20009.

ASTRONOMY DAY HANDBOOK
Since 1993 was the 20th anniversary of
Astronomy Day, not only did we have two
consecutive Saturdays for Astronomy Day,
but Sky Publishing revised, reprinted, and
sent a free copy of the 3rd edition of the
Astronomy Day Handbook to every astronomy club listed in its directory. If you did not
get a copy, we have a few left. The cost is
$2.00 in North America and $3.00 outside
North America. To order a copy, send your
check payable to the Astronomical League to
Astronomy Day Headquarters; Public Museum of Grand Rapids; 54 Jefferson SE; Grand
Rapids, MI 49503.
Looking ahead, the next Astronomy Day
is scheduled to take place on April 16, 1994.

UPDATE: "STATE OF THE
PLANETARIUM" QUESTIONNAIRE
As you may already know, GLPA sent
each member a copy of a questionnaire
entitled "State of the Planetarium" in May.
The intention of this survey is to determine
the relative amount of pressure that
planetariums in our region are experiencing
as a result of fiscal cutbacks to America's
schools, museums, and municipalities. So
far, 64 completed questionnaires have been
returned.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all persons who took the time to complete this survey. GLPA will use this information to better assess the current state of our
planetarium profession. With the inauguration of the National Planetarium Council now
likely, such informational studies will only
serve to make us all better prepared to address problems in astronomy education and
planetariums in particular. I plan to compile
the results of this survey (either as a formal
paper or an available handout) for the fall
conference in Dayton. If you have any questions before then, please contact Bart Benjamin; Cernan Earth and Space Center; Triton
College; 2000 N. Fifth Avenue; River Grove,
IL 60171. My phone number is (708) 4560300, ext. 408.

NSTAIDURACELL SCHOLARSHIP
COMPETITION
The National Science Teachers Association and Duracell, USA are pleased to announce the 1994 Duracell/NST A Scholarship
Competition. This competition is an exciting
opportunity for students in grades 9 through
12 to earn college scholarships by designing
and building battery-powered devices. The
goal of this competition is to increase student
interest and participation in science. The
deadline for entries is January 21, 1994.
To obtain an official entry form and
competition rules, please write Duracelll
NST A Scholarship Competition;
1742
Connecticut Ave. NW; Washington, DC
20009.

NSTA/TOYOTA TAPESTRY GRANT
The National Science Teachers Association and Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
are pleased to announce the 1994 TAPESTRY Grants program. TAPESTRY stands for
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GLPA ELECTIONS
She has been a member of GLPA since arriving at Adler Planetarium in 1984. She has served
GLPA by editing its TIPS Booklet #13 (Astronomical Poetry) and presenting papers at several
conferences.
She is a member of LP.S. (serving as the Book
Review Associate Editor for the Planetarian); the
Illinois Science Teachers Association; and the
Association of Astronomy Educators.

The Nominating Committee (Dave Batch,
Chairman) respectfully submits to the membership the following candidates for office:

President-Elect:

Jeffery Bass
April Whitt

Secretary/Treasurer:

David Parker

I.P.S. Representative: Dayle Brown
David Parker; Tipton Planetarium; Tipton, IN
Dave received his B.S. and M.S. from Ball
State University in earth science and has taken
additional graduate courses at Purdue University.
He has been a member of GLPA for 21 years,
and currently serves as Secretaryrrreasurer, a
post he has held since 1981. He has also served as
Instructional Materials Committee co-chair from
1979 to 1982, and co-editor of GLPA TIPS
Booklets # 8, 9, and 10.
Dave is a member of I.P.S., The Planetary
Society, and the National Science Teachers
Association (NSTA). He has been awarded the
GLPA Fellow award.

CANDIDATE
INFORMATION:
Jeffery Bass; McMath Planetarium;
Bloomfield Hills, MI
Jeff studied music at San Jose State University and the University of Michigan, where he
helped establish a digital electronic music studio.
During this time, Bass also combined music and
multi-media production skills with a strong interest in astronomy to produce programs for the University of Michigan's Ruthven Museum Planetarium.
After receiving a Doctorate from the University of Michigan School of Music in 1985, he
"jumped ship" and joined the Education Department at Cranbrook Institute of Science as Coordinator of Astronomy Programs. Presently, Jeff
holds the position of Assistant Director of Education in which he directs the operation of Cranbrook's astronomy facilities, including the
McMath Planetarium and Hulbert Observatory,
and supervises museum education programs
involving physics and astronomy.
Jeff is a member of I.P.S. and has also been a
GLPA member for 7 years. He currently serves as
the GLP A Michigan chairperson.

Dayle Brown; Pegasus Productions;
South Bend, IN
Dayle received her B.S. and M.S. from Ball
State University in elementary education.
She has been a member of GLPA for 8 1/2
years and has attended nearly every GLPA and
LP.S. Conference since then. She has presented
papers at GLPA Conferences and Starlab workshops during the past several years. She established a local Young Astronauts Chapter and
served as chapter leader. In 1990, she created
Pegasus Productions, an astronomy education
company that uses the Starlab portable planetarium.
Dayle also writes the "Mobile News Network" column for both the International Planetarium Society and Great Lakes Planetarium
Association newsletters.
Most recently, she
served on the summer staff at the Lawrence Hall
of Science in Berkeley, California and was
co-director of POPS '93.
Dayle is a member of I.P.S., the Planetary
Society, NSTA, NEA, and MAPS. She has been
awarded the GLP A Fellow award.

April Whitt; Adler Planetarium; Chicago, IL
April received a B.S. in Education from the
SUNY at Fredonia, and M.Ed. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, completing
the Morehead Fellowship in Planetarium Education and Administration.
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The Annotated Bylaws of the National Planetarium Council
A Brief History
Robert C. Tate
In the spring of 1992, I submitted an article to the newsletter of the Southeastern Planetarium Association
calling for a national planetarium organization. Many people had discussed the need for such an
organization, but no action had been successful in developing such an organization. This time,however,
the time must have been right, for things started to happen. First was a call from Steve Mitch, MAPS
president, wanting to reprint the article in their journal. Next, a resolution was passed by SEPA calling for
the formation of the national organization.
Upon returning from the SEPA conference, I knew we were on the right track when I received a letter of
support for Don Hall! PPA was the next organization to act by passing a resolution calling for a national
organization at their fall meeting in Las Vegas. Finally, at the joint meeting of GLPA and GPPA, both
organizations independently passed the same resolution passed by SEPA.

Overtures were made to SWAP in hopes that they would vote on a similar resolution at their fall meeting,
and the topic was discussed, but no action was taken until further research could occur. RMPA and MAPS
have not met since all this started, so these organizations have not voted on the need for a national
organization.
The next action was the reprinting of my original article and reaction to it in the Forum column of the
Planetarian. It is amusing to note that there were some people who thought the topic inappropriate for
inclusion in the Planetarian, which is an international organization's publication. What better way of
pointing out the need need for a national organization!
To summarize what has been said in print and at conferences, it is obvious that people see the need for a
unifying voice to speak for all the nation's planetariums; that such a voice should work with, and not
replace the wonderful regional organizations, and that any new organization should be built on the
regional structure that we already have. Further, people are happy with the work of IPS and do not want to
see any change in the existing organizations' relationship to that society.
As a next step, a conference was called and the preSidents of every planetarium regional association were
invited for a weekend at Jeanne Bishop's home in Ohio. It was early January before the meeting could be
scheduled, and three delegates made the trip. In attendance were Dale Smith (GLPA President), Steve
Mitch (MAPS President), and Bob Tate (SEPA Past President representing Richard McColman). Jeanne
Bishop provided valuable input also. In a marathon session broken only for quick meals and a short walk in
the snow, the basics for the enclosed Bylaws were hammered out.
From the concepts developed at this meeting, these Bylaws were put into words by Jim Summers and
Bob Tate. They were then reviewed by the people who had attended the Ohio meeting before being
presented to all the presidents of the regional associations for final discussion and approval. Next they will
be presented to the various Regional Associations for approval at this year's round of conferences. It is
our hope that they will be ratified in every region by the end of the Triple Conjunction meeting later this fall.
On April 18, 1993 the GLPA Council voted to approve the Bylaws. On April 22, 1993 the membership of
MAPS became the first of the regional organizations to vote to approve the Bylaws.

(over)
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A Brief Description of the NPC
What we have worked so hard to design is an organization which draws on our collective strengths by
making full use of the existing structure of the regional associations. These associations will remain
autonomous and will not answer to or take orders from the new NPC. Instead, the NPC will exist in order to
open lines of communication among the existing regionals, and will support their efforts, taking a lead in
matters which affect all planetarium, and in those matters which require a unified voice.
The structure of the NPC is that of a council whose members are the associations. This is an organization
whose members are organizations, not individuals. Thus no one will have to pay dues for another society,
there will be no meetings (other than the Board of Directors), efforts at publication will not be duplicated
(news will be distributed by existing newsletters), and the time and effort needed to accomplish the
organization's work will be kept to a minimum.
In order to keep meetings of the Board of Directors to a minimum, and to save money, plans are being
made to allow the exchange of information and to accomplish voting, by use of electronic communication,
perhaps by setting up a forum on Compuserve, or a similar bulletin board. This would allow input by
anyone into discussions, yet limit votes to the members of the Board of Directors without the expense and
time of face-to-face meetings.
Valid activities of the NPC would deal with promoting the profession, seeking out locations for new
planetariums, developing a body of knowledge for the advancement of the profession, seeking funding
for the production and distribution of planetarium programs, overseeing the production of new programs
by subcontractors, contributing input into the current discussion on the direction of science education,
etc.
The Bylaws may appear remarkably general in scope, yet the specifics are there to insure the direction we
want for the new organization. Once organized, the new Board of Directors will establish its own rules.
Sections in brackets, { }, are annotation comments, not part of the Bylaws.
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Bylaws of the National Planetarium Council
Article I
NAME
Section I: Name. The name of this organization shall be the National Planetarium Council.
{This name accurately identifies the structure chosen for the national organization. It is
new organization. It is national in scope, and it deals with planetariums.}

a council,

not a

Section II: Definition. A planetarium is typically a facility which includes a theater having a domed
ceiling upon which the day and night sky can be simulated for the purposes of demonstration,
communication of knowledge, and instilling a sense of the wonder of the universe to an audience.
(To avoid confusion, a definition of a planetarium was developed. This is to avoid confusion (mostly on the
part of outsiders) as to what a planetarium is. In the eyes of many, there is little difference between an
observatory and a planetarium. The definition is sufficiently vague to allow for future technological
developments, such as a virtual-reality planetarium, which may have no dome at all.}

Article II
PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES
{This is the most important section of the document, for it tells what we are all about. It outlines the
reasons for developing the council.}

Section I: Purposes. The purposes for the National Planetarium Council shall include but not be
limited to:
1. Being a single voice to speak for all planetaria in the United States of America.
{NPC will speak for aI/ of us at the national level. When people need to know about the work of the
nation's planetariums, the NPC will be the place to look for that information.}

2. Supporting and encouraging the efforts and activities of the regional associations by establishing
reliable and timely lines of communication.
{The Regional Associations do a good job of informing their members of their work, but those of us in
other areas of the country rarely find out what is going on. Often it takes half a dozen phone calls just to
find out who the current presidents are! The NPC will solve this problem by opening channels of
communication which will stay open.}

3. Creating avenues of communication between the planetarium community and other organizations.
{There are many organizations with which we have common interests. These include other scientific
societies, arts societies, etc. Having one central organization will make discussions with these
organizations manageable.}
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4. Actively seeking funding from appropriate sources, public and private, for projects of interest to the
nation's planetaria, Le., funding of production and distribution of planetarium programs and lessons;
creation of music, art , script, and other resource libraries, etc. When required by the funding agency or
otherwise appropriate, the NPC will function to coordinate the application process and/or provide
oversight to the administration of funds.
{This addresses the heart of the matter. There are sources of funding available though private and
governmental agencies which are willing to support the efforts of the nation's planetariums if we just have
a vehicle to access them. Experts in governmental relations recognize two types of organizations; ones
with large numbers of uninformed but interested members, and small "elite" groups made up of capable,
well informed "experts" who know exactly what they are doing. It is this latter type of group to which policy
makers and funding agencies pay attention. This is just the type organization we hope to form.}

5. Obtaining and maintaining data concerning planetaria, their operation, and their roles in the community
(public and/or educational).
{At present there is little data collection occurring except the excellent sUNeys done by Dave Menke. We
should be collecting attendance figures, surveying the status of facilities, and seeking out places where
new planetariums are needed.}

6. Promoting the establishment of new planetaria in areas where they are needed.
{Once an area is targeted in the surveys as being a potential new market for a planetarium, we should
actively seek support and interest in that community to get a planetarium established. Providing the
technical expertise will create new planetariums, create new employment opportunities for planetarium
professionals, insure the continued development of planetarium technology, and most important, bring
the enjoyment of learning about the universe to millions more citizens.}

Section II: Non-Profit Status. The NPC is a non-profit organization under the Internal Revenue

Service definition and its activities will be consistent with this status.
{This section is required to incorporate as a non-profit organization according to requirements of the IRS.}

1. No part of the net earnings, properties or assets of this organization on dissolution or otherwise shall
inure to the benefits of any private person or individual or director of this organization, and on liquidation or
dissolution all properties and assets of this organization remaining after paying or providing for all debts
and obligations shall be distributed and paid over to such fund, foundation or corporation organized and
operated for charitable or educational purposes as the Board of Directors shall determine and as shall, at
the time, qualify as a tax exempt organization under Internal Revenue Code Section 501 (C)(3) or as the
same may be amended.
2. This organization shall not as a substantial part of its activities carry on lobbying or otherwise attempt to
influence legislation.
{The term "substantial part" gives the I.R.S. a means of denying tax-exempt status. Organizations which
are known for heavy lobbying, like the National Rifle Association have lost their tax-exempt status, while
others, like the American Association of Retired Persons (the largest lobbying group), are still tax exempt.
Make no mistake, this clause does not stop us from expressing ourselves in Washington, or keep us from
seeking funding!}
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3. This organization shall not participate in or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing of
statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.
4. This corporation shall not engage in any act of self-dealing as defined in Section 4941 (d) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws.
Section III. Relations with Other Organizations. The National Planetarium Council neither
seeks nor will it accept membership in or affiliation with international organizations.

{In order to establish and maintain our identity as a national organization, this section is necessary. It
shows the Federal government that we are independent of any international entanglements. Further this
section reaffirms the current organizational relationships of the regional associations with the International
Planetarium Society, and eliminates and need for that body to reorganize or restructure in order to
accommodate the NPC This section would, however, allow affiliation with other national organizations with
similar interests.}
Article III
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORGANIZATION
The National Planetarium Council shall be established upon the ratification of these Bylaws by the
membership of at least four of the seven regional associations eligible for membership under Article V.
Article IV
INCORPORATION
Section I: Registration. Upon the establishment of the National Planetarium Council according to
Article III, the Board of Directors shall undertake the incorporation of the organization in a timely fashion.
. The official address of the
The organization shall be incorporated in the State of
corporation shall be
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

The registered

agent shall
Section II: Changes. The Board of Directors shall herewith be authorized to initiate and approve
such changes in the articles of incorporation as may become necessary in the future, including, but not
limited to, change of registered agent, change of official address, and re-incorporation in another state
should this become advantageous or necessary.
Section III: Automatic Amendment. Upon satisfactory completion of the legal process of
incorporation, the applicable information required in Section I of this article shall be included in and
become part of these Bylaws without any further ratification action by the member associations.
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Article V
MEMBERSHIP
Section I. Member Qualifications. Membership in the NPC shall be open only to the regional
associations of planetariums located in the United States and its territories, namely:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Great Lakes Planetarium Association
Great Plains Planetarium Association
Middle Atlantic Planetarium Society
Pacific Planetarium Association
Rocky Mountain Planetarium Association
Southeastern Planetarium Association
Southwestern Association of Planetariums

{Now we get to the meat of the organizational structure. The NPC is an organization whose members are
not people, but organizations! Individuals can claim affiliation with the national organization only through
one of the regional associations. NPC does not accept individual memberships. This is the meaning of
"Council" in its name.}

Section II. Obtaining Membership. A regional planetarium association may become a member of
NPC upon an authorizing vote of its memberShip.
{The regional associations must act to become members of the NPC. The continued membership of the
association in NPC is also dependent upon the wishes of the memberships of these associations.}

Section III. Representation. Each member regional association shall name one of its members to
represent it on the NPC Board of Directors. This member shall serve at the pleasure of the regional
association. The sole proviso on the selection of this representative to the Board of Directors is that the
individual be a citizen of the United States in order that the organization may deal on an unrestricted basis
with agencies of the Federal government.
{Each regional association, regardless of size, is allowed one equal vote in the council. This vote is the
responsibility of one individual to be designated to sit on the Board of Directors. It is up to the individual
regional associations to decide how this representative is selected and for how long a term he or she
serves. For purposes of avoiding international entanglements, there is a requirement that the
representatives be citizens of the United States.}

Section IV. Member Assessment. Each member regional association shall be assessed an annual
assessment to underwrite the operational expenses of NPC. The amount of this assessment shall be
based upon the per capita membership of the regional and shall be determined by majority vote of the
Board of Directors.
{Funding for the operations of the NPC must come from the regional associations, from grants, etc. The
amount collected from each association will depend on the number of members each association has from
within its geographical borders. This is the most equitable way of funding the operations of the NPC. In an
ideal situation, the amount collected should be in keeping with the benefits given as a result of
membership. In any case it is the job of the Board of Directors to arrive at this figure. Since every regional
has an equal voice in this matter, there should be no objection to this method of funding.}
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Section V. Member Autonomy. Member regional associations maintain full autonomy in the
conduct of their own affairs and the NPC cannot make decisions which are binding on the member
regional associations.
{The NPC takes care of its own business, but does not delve into the affairs of the regional associations.
We are not creating an organization which takes preced
ence over the regional association, but one which handles business of interest to all of the regionals.}
Article VI
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section I. Governance. The NPC shall be governed by a Board of Directors which shall consist of an
Executive Director and one voting representative from each of the member regional associations.
Section II. Procedures. The Board of Directors shall make its own rules on procedures and shall
select its own officers.
{It is obvious that this set of Bylaws is sparse on details. This is done by design, in order to allow the Board
of Directors the necessary freedom to set the goals for the organization and the procedures needed to
meet these goals. This set of Bylaws is designed to put the organization in existence and to meet the
requirements for incorporation. Another document will need to be created in order to set up the rules and
procedures under which the Board of Directors work.}
Section III. Executive Director. The Board of Directors shall select the Executive Director from
available candidates. Members of the Board of Directors are not eligible to be selected as Executive
Director during their terms of office. The Executive Director has no vote and can hold no other office in
the organization. The Executive Director serves at the pleasure of the Board of Directors.
{The Executive Director will carryon the business of the Board of Directors, but will have no vote on the
board. Hopefully, in the future, as funding increases, this will become a paid position. Only then will we
have as full a voice as possible in the national arena. The Executive Director is selected by the Board of
Directors, and serves at its pleasure.}
Section IV. Other Staff. The Board of Directors shall be authorized to create such other staff
positions as they deem necessary and appropriate for the proper functioning of the organization.
{This provision allows for the hiring or naming of permanent and temporary pOSitions as needed.}
Section V. Committees. The Board of Directors may establish committees at such times and for such
purposes as they deem appropriate. These committees may be temporary or standing. Each committee
shall be chaired by a member of the Board of Directors and shall include at least two other individuals
representing other regional associations. The committee members may be members of the Board of
Directors or selected from the membership of member regional associations.
{All the work of the NPC cannot be done by the few individuals on the Board of Directors, so committees
may be formed which have members from the regional associations. All committees must be chaired by a
member of the Board of Directors, and more than two regional associations must be represented on each
committee.}
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Article VII
MEETINGS
Section I: General Meetings. Meetings of the NPC shall be limited to meetings of the Board of
Directors. These shall occur at least once each year at such times and locations as designated by the
Board of Directors. The Board meetings may also be conducted by conference telephone hookup, by
mail, or by means of such technology as may become available and deemed appropriate for the purpose.
{The Council must hold a minimum of one meeting a year, but in order to save money, and to encourage
participation, meetings may be held, and business conducted by means of telephone, FAX, or electronic
mail.}

Section II: Meetings of Committees and Other Work Groups. Committees and other advisory
work groups which may be established by the Board of Directors, will meet at such times and in such
manners as are determined appropriate by the designated chairpersons.
Section III: Open Meetings. All meetings of the NPC and its subordinate units shall be considered
to be open and all business transacted therein shall be made available to the member associations, and
through them to their members, with the exception of personnel matters, other matters involving
individual rights of privacy, and any matters specifically regulated by law.

Article VIII
AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended by approval by majority vote of the membership of at least four of the
member regional associations.
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Oct. 20 - 23, 1993 Dayton, Ohio

P

Dayton Museum of Natural History
~ 2600 DeWeese Parkway
~ Dayton, Ohio 45414

1-

The Dayton Museum of Natural History's Philips Space Theater will be
hosting the 29th annual conference of the Great Lakes Planetarium
Association on October 20-23, 1993. Papers, commercial displays,
planetarium shows, and other special events are planned for the
conference. Registration packets were sent out in August. The deadline
for late registration is October 8th. For more information, call the
conference host, Arthur Goss, at 513-275-7431. See you there!

As a member of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association
(GLPA), you will receive the following benefits:
-- the opportunity to attend the annual GLPA Conference in the fall.
-- the opportunity to attend state planetarium meetings in the spring.
-- a copy of the Proceedings of the annual GLPA Conference.
-- subscription to the quarterly GLPA Newsletter.
-- access to TIPS booklets that provide valuable ideas and suggestions.
-- access to the GLPA Script Bank, Slide Bank, and Software Library.
-- and more!

Don't let these valuable benefits pass you by. Join today!
For more information, please contact:
Eric Schreur
GLPA Membership Chair
2324 Bronson Boulevard
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-2401
(616) 345.. 7092
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL

HALF PAGE VERTICAL

7"X9"

7"X4.5"

3"X9"

By advertising in
the GLPA Newsletter,
you'll reach the
decision makers from
large and small
planetariums
throughout the world

D

D
QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

3"X4"

3"X2"

Don't miss this
unique opportunity!

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES
-- Advertising rates range from $18 to $125 per issue. All prices subject to change.
-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements.
-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement.
-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members.
-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission.
To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact:
Bill Buckingham
Lowell Observatory; 1400 W. Mars Hill Road; Flagstaff, AZ 86001 (602) 774-3358

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary{freasurer (address below). This quarterlyGLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G;L,P.A. its membership or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1993.
PRESIDENT
PROCEEDINGS EDITOR
GLPA PRINTINGIMAILING
Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666
PRESIDENT-ELECT
David Batch
Abrams Planetarium
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824
(517) 355-4676
PAST PRESIDENT
Dan Goins
Martinsville H.S. Planetarium
1360 E. Gray Street
Martinsville, IN 46151
(317) 342-5571
SECRETARYQOREASURER
David E. Parker
Tipton Middle School Pim.
817 S. Main Street
Tipton, IN 46072
(317) 675-7521, ext. 222

CONFERENCE PLANt·UNG
Gary E. Tomlinson
Roger B. Chaffee Plm.
54 Jefferson S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(616) 456-3987
1993 CONFERENCE HOST
Arthur Goss
Museum of Natural History Plm
2629 Ridge Avenue
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(513) 275-7432

FUTURE GLPA
CONFERENCE DATES:
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1994 Oct. 26·29 Wheeling, WV
1995 October? Grand Rapids
1996 Looking for volunteers; if
you are interested, contact
Gary Tomlinson (address
given above).
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Physics and Astronomy Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, OH 43403
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Bart Benjamin
Ceman Earth and Space Center
Triton College
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River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408
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Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
Waukesha Public Schools
222 Maple Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186
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reading a book by Roy Gallant as a third grader
was a primary reason for entering astronomy. I'm
sure that many other GLPAns could cite similar
stories.
So although our enterprise perhaps explicitly
involves delivering the content and significance
of astronomy, it is very much a human enterprise,
one in which we give to and draw from each other
and those we teach.

(continued on page 7)

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Dale Smith

EDITOR'S
MESS ROE

Can you imagine being the only planetarian in
the world? It's a frightening prospect, yet more
than most other educators, planetarians tend to
work alone. I suspect more of us are the sole person in our field at our institutions than is the case
in most other fields. Perhaps it is this somewhat
isolated working arrangement that leads to the
kinship that most planetarians feel for one another. Surveys show that many planetarians feel
stronger bonds with fellow planetarians at other
institutions than with day-to-day colleagues. This
collegiality is evident in the annual regional conferences, in state meetings, in local cluster meetings, and in individual contacts.
We draw insight and inspiration from each
other. Many of us were moved by the wisdom of
a lifetime that Jon Marshall shared with us in the
Spitz Lecture at this year's conference. If you
were unable to attend the conference, be sure to
read Jon's text when it appears in the Proceedings
next month. Surely like many of you, -I can also
recall many gems from other Spitz lectures and
other conference presentations that have stayed
with me for years and helped shape how I approach and do my job.
We teach and touch each other through our
meetings, our printed materials, our contributions
to GLPA's instructional materials resources,
through individual sharing, and so on. It is easy
for any of us to get bogged down with our day-today workload and feel discouraged with how
slowly our educational efforts seem to bear fruit.
When that happens, it can help to remember that
we are part of a dedicated community of planetarium educators from whom we can draw professional insight and personal inspiration.
We work hard to teach our students and audiences the varied content of astronomy. But perhaps even more important, we can also inspire
them. Sometimes the effects can be far-reaching.
In my own case, the fascination sparked from

Bart Benjamin

Welcome to wintertime!
Let me begin by expressing my sincere appreciation and congratulations to Art Goss and the
staff of the Dayton Museum of Natural History
for the fine job they all did in creating and executing such an outstanding and memorable conference! I've noticed that I find myself making this
kind of public "thank you" year after year,
indicative of the fact that we have had a truly
impressive string of conference successes. Our
organization is obviously "brimming over" with
talent, creativity, and (most of all) a willingness to
work very hard to realize important goals. These
admirable traits provide additional reason for the
collegiality of our profession, as described by
Dale Smith in his "President's Message."
Speaking of the annual conference, I have included a few photographs taken during the conference on pages 10 and 11. While you're reflecting
on this memorable conference, don't forget to also
read the minutes of the Executive Committee
Meeting and Annual Business Meeting on pages
13 through 161
Keep those reports and articles coming!
Please note that the deadline for the spring issue is
February 1, 1994. Merry Christmas! Happy New
Year!
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NEWS

STATE

Winter Prairie Skies, its main feature show Questions, its children's show The Little Star That
Could, the wide-screen film Flower Planet, and its
original laser show Zeppelin: F light to Middle
Earth. Teddy's Quest will replace The Little Star
That Could in February.
The Illinois State Meeting will be held on
Saturday, May 14th in Champaign. David Leake
and Chuck Greenwood will host.

ILLINOIS
)

Chairman:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

INDIANA

The Adler Planetarium in currently showing
Orion Rendezvous: A Star Trek Voyage of Adventure as its public show, Enchanted Sky as its
family show, and two holiday shows, Star of
Wonder and Winter Star. A recently obtained
grant from the National Science Foundation and
the Exploratorium will allow Adler to select nine
hands-on exhibits on the subject of light from San
Francisco's Exploratorium. Another grant from
Polk Brothers will allow Adler to start a pilot program with the Chicago Housing Authority whereby Adler staff members visit four CHA elementary classrooms.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center in River
Grove is currently playing its annual holiday program Celebrations of Winter and its all-new laser
show, entitled Laser Dreamscapes, which features
the music of a variety of rock bands. In January,
the Cernan Center will premiere the Loch Ness
Production of The Mars Show and bring back its
popular children's show, Dinosaurs in Space.
Lakeview Museum in Peoria is one of five
Illinois museums to receive a state Science Literacy grant to develop travelling exhibits and supporting materials on the subject of "Illinois Wild
Weather." In the Planetarium, Cosmic Catastrophes is currently playing on weekends, with a
series of young peoples shows, known as the
Family Astronomy Series, on Saturday mornings.
The Illinois State University Planetarium in
Normal is currently presenting its own productions Moon Magic, which examines the myths of
our moon, and Eclipse! which describes the upcoming annular eclipse of the SUll. The ISU Planetarium welcomes Matthew Owens as its new
technician and laser show producer.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium in
Champaign will begin the new year by offering

Chairman:

u

AlanPareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
FortWayne,IN 46804
(219) 432-8786

The Tipton Planetarium welcomes Marie
Layman as their new Planetarium Director. David
Parker, her predecessor (and GLPA Secretary/
Treasurer), continues to work at Tipton as the
Planetarium Supervisor and Director of Technology for the school corporation.
The Martinsville Planetarium reports that the
nearby Handicapped Observatory is now in operation, after five years of effort by the Indiana Astronomical Society. It houses an 8-inch telescope
with an adjustable-height pier.
The Merrillville Community Planetarium just
celebrated its 20th birthday! Director Gregg
Williams reports that 1992-93 was a record year,
with 490 shows and 2,100 visitors! Congratulations!
The Wayne High School Planetarium in Fort
Wayne has recently added an exhibit of autographed astronaut pictures, solar eclipse photos,
and Zodiac images to the planetarium, and revised
the astronomy course that Amera Platt teaches.
Individual planetarians have also been very
busy. Dayle Brown from Pegasus Productions in
South Bend had a busy summer instructing at the
POPS Summer Institutes in Berkeley, California.
Alan Pareis taught summer camp astronomy at
Geneva Point in Rochester, despite cloudy weather. Dan Goins has been giving live Space Talks at
the SpaceQuest Planetarium in Indianapolis.
The Indiana State Meeting will be held on
Saturday, April 16th in Terre Haute. Jerry
Mansfield will host.

4

Allan Bishop on December 18th. CRAP is developing a short video on May's annular eclipse.
The Ward Beecher Planetarium in Youngstown reverberated to the sounds of their annual
Halloween light show in late October, and is now
presenting New Look at an Old Sky, which deals
with space-based astronomy.
The Bowling Green Planetarium will present
Secret of the Star in December, after last year's
absence due to state budget cuts.
The Ohio State Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 16th in Lancaster. Roger Grossenbacher will host.

STATE NEWS (cont.)

MICmGAN
Chainnan:

Jeffery Bass
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
1221 N. Woodward Avenue
P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303
(810) 645-3235

WISCONSIN
Chainnan:

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing
continues to run its new Digistar through its paces
with the program entitled Galaxies.
The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids is
entering its final six months before it too receives
a new Digistar in a new 50-foot facility. Its final
programs before then will be ET: Are You Out
There? and Bozo's Blastoff
The Longway Planetarium in Flint will be
presenting Planet Patrol and Cosmic Catastrophes, as well as African Skies during Black
History Month in February.
The McMath Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills
is presenting their eclipse program, entitled The
Day the Sun Vanished, and is also showing
Magellan: Report from Venus.
The Michigan State Meeting will be held on
Saturday, March 12th in Kalamazoo. Eric
Schreur will host.

The University of Wisconsin at La Crosse
Planetarium will present its production of Voyage
to the Edge of the Universe in February, followed
by the Davis Planetarium production of First
Light: The Space Telescope Story in March.
The University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point
Planetarium will present Skyfire from January
through March. They will also run current night
sky shows on Monday evenings and laser shows
on Tuesday evenings.
The Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha will
feature two different Christmas programs this
year and is planning to show To Worlds Beyond
for their February public program. In December,
Waukesha's Dave DeRemer will team up with
Wauwatosa High School's Gary Sampson to conduct two "Fun with Science" children's workshops at the University of Wisconsin's "College
for Kids" program.
The Minneapolis Planetarium will run its production of The Eclipse Game through May.
The Wisconsin State Meeting will be held on
Saturday and Sunday, April 23-24 in Stevens
Point. Randy Olson will host.

OHIO
Chainnan:

Bob Allen
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm.
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8669

Dale Smith
Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Bowling Green State Univers.
Bowling Green, OH 43403
(419) 372-8666

CRAP has met twice since the autumnal equinox, first at the Westlake Planetarium on November 16th for a sharing session entitled "Teaching
Classes for Teachers" and secondly for their annual Christmas Party at the home of Jeanne and
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
felt that many questions remained to be answered.
MAPS also approved the Bylaws in a straw vote
and SWAP voted to support the concept of a national council. Both groups are expected to consider formal ratification of the Bylaws in their
1994 meetings.
. The representatives of the regional associatIons to the NPC Board of Directors are as follows: GLPA-Dale Smith, GPPA-April Whitten
MAPS-Steve Mitch, PPA-Lonny Baker, RMPA~
Bess Amaral, SEPA-Bob Tate, SWAP-Christine
Brunell? This list inc~udes both the official representatives of the regIOnals which have ratified
the NPC Bylaws and the informal representatives
of the regionals which have not yet ratified the
Bylaws.
. With the N~C now established by the ratifymg votes, the fust task of the Board will be to
undertake the incorporation of the NPC. Following this in~tia.l step, the Bo~d will begin the pro~ess of bUIldmg the ~PC mto a viable organization that can accompbsh its goals. If you have any
qu~stions or .su%g~stions, please contact your
regIOnal. aSSOCIatIon s representative. Future progress wIll be reported through the regional newsletters.

compiled by Bart Benjamin
GLPA ELECTION RESULTS
Elections for GLPA President-Elect, Secretaryrrreasurer, and I.P.S. Representative were
held at the GLPA Annual Business Meeting in
Dayton, Ohio on October 23, 1993. Once again,
the results of this election were as follows:
President-Elect
Secretaryrrreasurer
I.P.S. Representative

April Whitt
David Parker
Dayle Brown

Congratulations to all!

NATIONAL PLANETARIUM COUNCIL IS
ESTABLISHED
Authorizing votes by the American regional
planetarium associations have created a new voice
for the nation's planetariums, the National Planetarium Council. The Council is the first national
organization of American planetariums. Its roles
will include providing a single voice to speak for
the American planetarium community when needed, helping the regionals to work together as desired, and seeking funding for projects of benefit
to the nation's planetariums.
. The mem~er~ of the NPC will be the existing
regIOnal aSSOCIatIons. The regionals themselves
will remain autonomous, and the Council will
provide the means to accomplish common projects or projects that require a national organization. Similarly, the NPC is independent of IPS
whose scope is international.
'
The steps leading to the creation of the NPC
began with an article by Bob Tate in the SEPA
Newsletter in early 1992 calling for such an organization. The article led to a meeting in early
1993 of Bob !ate (SEPA), Steve Mitch (MAPS),
and Dale SmIth (GLPA), representing the presidents of the seven regional associations. The
principles of the NPC were drafted at this meeting
and later written into the proposed NPC Bylaws in
consultation with all the regional presidents.
The Bylaws were ratified by the members of
SEPA, PPA, GLPA, GPPA, and RMPA in their
1993 conferences. In some cases, the vote was
unanimous; in others, such as RMPA, members

NEW ADDITIONS TO SLIDE AND
CURRICULUM BANKS
Slide Set: "Mars Loop in Gemini 1992-93"
Contributed by Jenny Pon of the Abrams Plan~
tarium, this 16-slide set shows the position of
~ars from September 1992 to May 1993 and a
dIagram that summarizes this apparent motion.
Slides: A pair shot of Comet ShoemakerLevy 9 (see Astronomy, Sept. 1993, p. 18) and the
only photograph so far of Asteroid 243 Ida (see
Astronomy, Dec. 1993, p. 18).
Duplicates of the above slides may be ordered
from the slide bank at a cost of 50 cents each. Exposed film is returned to individual GLP A memb~rs for local processing.
It is suggested that
VIsuals be part of an order containing a minimum
of twelve duplicates. Send all orders and inquiries
to Mitch Luman (address on masthead).
A new 6th grade level curriculum has been
added to the resource bank which emphasizes the
benefi!s of rockets and space probes. Along with
the umt, students can launch their own 2-liter soda
bottle rockets. Rocket launch pads are available
for $29.95 + $4.50 shipping and handling from
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Magic of Honduras (July 2 to 13), and Highlights
of Ecuador (August 7 to 18).
For more information about the trips to Costa
Rica and Ecuador, please contact Chris
Migliaccio; 18710 Belmont Drive; Miami, FL
33157 (305) 238-5770. For more information
about the trip to Honduras, please contact Wil
Gilbert, 18921 NW 11 th Avenue; Miami, FL
33169 (305) 653-1139.

BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)
Jerry Williams; Abbotsford Public Schools; 307
N. 4th Avenue; Abbotsford, WI 54405. His
phone number is (715) 223-2386. Please allow 4
to 8 weeks for delivery.
The GLPA curriculum bank has grown greatly with the recent addition of 11 new curriculum
guides.
Art Klinger of Penn-Harris-Madison
Planetarium has donated a 47-page kindergarten
curriculum. Dave DeRemer of the Horwitz Planetarium has donated a 14-page 5th grade curriculum guide and a 20-page 6th grade guide featuring
rocketry. Sue Reynolds of the OCM BOCES
Planetarium has donated a series of K-6 astronomy curriculum guides. The grade levels with the
number of pages in parenthesis are: Kindergarten
(14), 1st (13), 2nd (32), 3rd (17), 4th (24), 5th
(32), and 6th (36). The cost of the guides is 10
cents per page for copying cost, plus postage as
follows: $1.00 for orders from 1 to 25 pages and
50 cents for each additional 50 pages or fraction
thereof. Send orders with a check made payable
to GLPA to Gary Sampson (address on masthead).

NSTA BOOK ON SCIENCE REFORM
Elementary teachers and administrators who
want guidance on reforming their science program now can turn to a new publication from the
National Science Teachers Association, entitled
"A Strategy for Change in Elementary School
Science." This book offers ideas from those on
the front lines in education about how to institutionalize and reform elementary science.
The book summarizes the results of the 1992
Strategy for Change in Elementary School Science Conference, cosponsored by Monsanto, at
which 43 teams of teachers, principals, superintendents, science supervisors, parents, business
representatives, school board members, and other
interested parties from small to large school districts nationwide discussed changes they wanted
in elementary education, ways to implement these
changes, barriers they face in bringing about reforms, and their goals for the year 2000.
Copies of the 170-page book cost $17.50 plus
$3.75 shipping and handling. To order, contact
NSTA Publications Sales; 1840 Wilson Boulevard; Arlington VA 22201. Their telephone
number is (800) 722-NSTA.

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium of the
Public Museum of Grand Rapids anticipates a
search for a self-motivating and imaginative individual to occupy the proposed position of Planetarium Systems Specialist for the new VanAndel
Museum Center, now nearing completion.
Primary responsibilities include overseeing
the programming and maintenance of the
facility's electronic and mechanical systems and
participation in the development and execution of
audio-visual experiences for the public and school
classes. The salary range is expected to be from
$28,000, depending on experience.
This is only a preliminary announcement. For
a complete description and to receive an official
application form, please write to Planetarium Curator; Public Museum of Grand Rapids; 54 Jefferson, S.E.; Grand Rapids, MI 49503. The deadline
for completed applications is February 28, 1994.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(continued from page 3)
For those who have read this far in a somewhat rambling essay, let me close with a superfluous thought rather unrelated to the rest of the
column. When this office descended on me in late
1990, one of its most daunting aspects was the
prospect of writing fourteen of these columns
over the years. This is number thirteen in a series
in which I have tried to offer a mixture of personal
reflections and business matters. There is one
more to go, and then my colleague and friend
Dave Batch will take over what I have found to be
the pleasurable if sometimes hectic opportunity
for some reflection and for a quarterly conversation with fellow planetarians.

NSTA TRAVEL AND STUDY TOURS
The National Science Teachers Association is
sponsoring three travel/study tours to the New
World Tropics in 1994. These include: The
Natural Riches of Costa Rica (July 2 to 15), The
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GLPA ARTICLES
tions, Sue! In addition to chairing the IPS
Mobile Users Group, Sue has organized the
first area Mobile and Small Planetarium Users
Group meeting.
"Getting our Domes
Together" was held on June 17 and was
attended by 15 planetarians from Pennsylvania and New York. .ToI?ics covered
included Indian legends, naVIgatIon, sun and
seasons and colors and space. What a great
idea! We need to hold more mobile/small
gatherings like this.
Kathy Nassery reports that since January,
she has had 24,000 visitors in her Starlab.
That's eight classes a day with 33 students
per class! Kathy has been instru~ental in ~he
addition of an astronomy class m the hIgh
school, programs with scouts, and other programs coming up. I am proud to report that
Kathy has been recognized for her efforts and
has been named one of the "Top 500 People
in Quincy," due in large ~art to h.er volunte~r
work in the Starlab WIth Qumcy Pubhc
Schools. Kathy's latest project is the implementation of a two-day workshop for 40
teachers as the result of receiving a grant
from the Lawrence Hall of Science for
GEMS Leaders. In addition, Kathy has been
awarded a $1,200 grant from the Quincy
Education
Foundation
for
workshop
materials. Congratulations, Kathy! We look
forward to hearing more from you.
Georgia Neff reports that, Lake~iew
Museum held its annual Teacher s Instltute
from June 14-18.
Participating teachers
selected from "Mix and Match Modules" for:
Teachers' Telescope Loan Training, Starlab
Loan Training, Hands-on Science, and Art in
the Classroom.

GLPAMOBlLE NEWS
NETWORK
part of the IPS Mobile News Network
conducted by Dayle Brown

It was wonderful to see so many new and
familiar faces at the Mobile/Small Users
Workshop at the GLPA Conference in Dayton in October!
The workshop featured
Georgia Neffs presentation on. Big Dipper
stories Sue Reynolds' presentatlOns on nIfty
ideas for the Starlab, and an overview of one
of the newest P.A.S.S. Volumes, "Who Discovered America?" from the Lawrence Hall
of Science.
Let me encourage those of you who
haven't yet attended POPS to apply for next
summer. It may be the last of these summer
institutes designed especially for users of
small/portable planetariums. You will be saturated with ideas for participatory programs
in the planetarium, classroom activities, and
ways to share these in workshops with ?ther
teachers. You will share and develop Ideas
with professionals from across the country
and expand your knowledge of astronomy/
space science. Cary Sneider and Alan Gould
of the Lawrence Hall of Science have developed this valuable program which is funded
by a grant from NSF. Contact Precious (and
she truly is!) Perry at (510) 643-5082 for
more information.
I am pleased to report that Sue Reynolds
(BOCES, Syracuse, NY) has be~n named
"Teacher of the Year" in Math, SCIence, and
Technology by the Technology Club of Syracuse with an award of $500. Congratula-

Dayle Brown
713 Cushing
South Bend, IN 46616
(219) 282-1885
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PATRON MEMBERS
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association
would like to thank the following Patron
Members for their generous support:

- - PRODUCTIONS

PAUL KAPLAN - COMPOSER

Goto Optical Manufacturing Co.
4-16 Yazaki-cho
Fuchu-shi, Tokyo JAPAN 00183
Representative: Kimberly Ayres

-ORIGINAL SCORES FOR PLANETARIUM

East Coast Control Systems, Inc.
4955 Brookhaven Street
Cocoa, FL 32927
Representative: Jon Frantz

PRODUCTION AND SYNCHRONIZATION RIGHTS,

SKY SHOWS AND FILMS

- PRE-RECORDED MUSIC WITH IN-HOUSE

SUCH AS THE VERY POPULAR COMPACT DISC,

"EARTHTALK"

Minolta Corporation
101 Williams Drive
Ramsey, NJ 07446
Representative: Hideki Hayashi

103 SEVENTH AVENUE • HAWTHORNE, NJ 07506
201 238-1042

Joe Hopkins Engineering
4301 32nd Street West C1
Bradenton, FL 34205
Representative: Joe Hopkins
Evans and Sutherland
600 Komas Drive
Salt Lake City, UT 84108
Representative: Jeri H. Panek

FAX: 201 238-1043

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN
THE GLPA NEWSLETTER?
By advertising in the GLPA Newsletter, you'll
reach the decision makers from large and small
planetariums throughout the world. Don't miss
this unique opportunity!
To request advertising rates and/or a contract
for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact either of
the following persons:

Seiler Instruments/Zeiss
2-B Houmas Place
Destrehan, LA 70047
Representative: Pearl Reilly
Astro-Tech Manufacturing, Inc.
550 Elm Ridge Avenue
Canal Fulton, OH 44614
Representative: Derl Wells

Bart Benjamin, GLPA Newsletter Editor
Ceman Earth and Space Center; Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

Mrs. Marjorie Webster (1992)
Adler Planetarium
Mr. Roderick Webster (1992)
Adler Planetarium

Jeffery Bass, Development Chairman
Robert McMath Planetarium
Cranbrook Institute of Science
1221 N. Woodward Avenue
P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303
(810) 645-3235
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Karl Land
Physics Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, OH 43403

NEW MEMBERS
GLP A welcomes the foliowing new
members:

Marie T. Layman
Tipton Planetarium
817 South Main Street
Tipton, IN 46072

Mark Evans
(SUSTAINING)
Bowen Music Productions/AstroNotes
3590 North Meridian
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Woody Markland
Dayton Museum of Natural History
2600 DeWeese Parkway
Dayton,OH 45414

Wendy Ackerman
Davis Planetarium
Maryland Science Center
601 Light Street
Baltimore, MD 21230

Michael J. Muzio
Ward Beecher Planetarium
Youngstown State University
410 Wick Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44555

Wade E. Allen
Dayton Museum of Natural History
2600 DeWeese Parkway
Dayton,OH 45414

John Nemy
The Pacific Observatory
P.O. Box 1218
Whistler, B.C. CANADA VON 1BO

Tom Carter
(STUDENT)
Merrillville Community Planetarium
7559 Dearborn Place
Merrillville, IN 46410

Carlisle Osterberg
Laser Art Productions
17540 Cascade Est. Drive
Bend, OR 97701

Jon Castellanos (STUDENT)
Merrillville Community Planetarium
6945 Broadway
Merrillville, IN 46410

Jean Philpott
Buehler Planetarium
9175 NW 25th Street
Sunrise, FL 33322

Candyce Dickey
Yorktown High School
8800 West Smith Street
Yorktown, IN 47397

Russ Riedling
Rausch Memorial Planetarium
University of Louisville
Louisville, KY 40292

Christian D. Greer
Adler Planetarium
1300 South Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL 60605

Mary Schindewolf
Physics Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, OH 43404

Paul Kaplan
Castle Lane Productions
103 Seventh Avenue
Hawthorne, NJ 07506

Cindy Strathman
513 West Yates
Findlay,OH

David Kenyon
Sky-Scan, Inc.
51 Lake Street
Nashua, NH 03060

Roger W. Tuthill
Roger W. Tuthill, Inc.
11 Tanglewood Lane
Mountainside, NJ 07092

Shawn Laatsch
Sudekum Planetarium
800 Ridley Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37203
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Dayton, Ohio, October 20, 1993
PRESENT: Dale W. Smith, Pres.; Dan Goins, Pa\;\t Pres.;
David E. Parker, Secrrreas.; Eric Schreur, Memb. Chair; David
DeRemer, Educ. Chair; Dm1 Denjmnin, Pubi. Chair; Dayle Brown,
I.P.S. Rep.; Gary Tomlinson, Conf. Plan. Chair; Gary Sampson,
InSlr. Mat. Chair.
The meeting was called to order by President Smith at 9:15.
SECRETARY'S IH~POI{T: The minutes of the last meeting
were printed in the Newsletter and approved.
TREASURER'S REPORT: David Parker distrihuted copies of the financial activities for the association over the last fiscal
year, October 1, 1992 to Septemher 30, 1993, as follows:
RECEIPTS:

GLPA Dues
1992 Conference
Miscellaneous
TOT AL RECEIPTS

4,130.00
2,950.48
66726
7,747.74

EXPENDITURES: Newsletter supplies

1,003.79
1992 Proceedings prep.
2346.70
Ex. Comm. Travel & meeting 678.41
Liahility Insurance
SS1 1S
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 4,582.05

CHECKING ACCOUNT SUI\1MARY:

ACCOUNT BALANCE 9/30/93

4,957.56
7,747.74
12,705.30
-8,000.00
-4,582.05
123.25

SEPARATE FUND ACCOUNTS: 10/1/92

9130/93

Checking account balance 10/1/92
ADD total receipts
TOTAL
SUBTRACT transfer to credit union
SUBTRACT lola! expenditures

GLPA gift shop
Printed materials
Slide, tape & software

33.26
373.55
16.18
442.99

TOTALS
SAVINGS:

Credit union halance 10/1/92
Transfer from checking
Interest received
BALANCE 9/30/93

FINANCIAL SUMI\1ARY:

Checking account
Separate fund accounts
Credit union account
TOTAL GLPA ASSETS

33.26
328.49
12 18
393.93
4,716.69
8,000.00
481.88
13,200.57

10/1/92

9/30/93

4,957.56
442.99
4,71669
10,117.24

123.25
393.93
11,200.S7
13,717.75

Dan moved Ulat Ule report be approved. Seconded & cmTied.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT: l J N Book - Dale reported the
U.N. planetLulum hook is being translated nto the Slovak language.
It's now availahle in English, Spanish, and Japanese.
National Science Teachers Association Science CUITiculum
Tomlinson said that NSTA should welcome ourinput for re-vision
of science cUlTuculum , since we are a regional affiliate.
Smnpson will be going to the national NSTA meeting.
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~ - Dale reported he has recei ved two responses to his
college survey, none indicatingproblems in getting promoted.
Bart reported on the survey we did last spIing regarding Ule
servicescutdue to funding difficulties. Some indicated a strain and
some difficulties in maintaining st.atus quo, but most were not

adversely effected. Large facilities reported more problems.

Dan moved that we do this kind of a survey on a regular basis
every 2-3 years. Motion seconded by Bart. Fwther discussion
followed. The motion canied.
ClosinEs - Dale reported on situations where planetarium
closings were reversed due to Ule intervention of GLP A. Dale said
often he feels powerless hecause he is an "outsider" in the minds
of Ule school administrations. The project to develop school,
museums and college support letters will be continued.
NPC hylaws - The hylaws for the National Planetarium
Council, as printed in our Newsletter, have already been approved
by SEPA and PPA. A motion to bring the hylaws he fore the GLPA
membership, recommend approval, was made by Tomlinson.
Themotion was seconded and passed.
Dale will act as the initial NPC representative if approval is
achieved. After the vernal equinox President Batch will need to
appoint Dale or he can appoint anoUler representative.
Development Chair - Bill Buckinghmn hw; resigned as
Development Chair and Dale suggested April Whitt or .TeffBassas
candidates to take over that post. Both April and Jeff are on the
ballot for president-elect ofGLPA. Dayle moved that the president
is auUlorized to appoint either April Whitt or .Jeff Bass as Development Chair. The motion was seconded and passed.
PAST PHESIDENT'S HEPOHT: The new GLPA pins will
be at the conference. The cost of Ule pins \vill he S600. Eric made
a motion that the hill he paid. Seconded and passed.
PHESIDENT-ELECT REPOKr: Dave Batch reviewed the
election of officers UU1t will be held at the husiness meeting this
yem. The procedure was clarified.
EDUCATION COI\JIMITTEE: DeRemer reported the TIPS
#16 booklet, "Great Ideas for Teaching the Planetarium," is being
compiled. A deadline of Dec. 1 was given for all contributions to
this booklet.
DeRemer reported that he hw; finished the SiXUl grade curriculum, which will be on space exploration. It will include manned
missions and unmanned missions. Second grade and 5Ul grade
curriculums have been added.
The Ulird grade solar system script is being fine-tuned. The
prognun will require only one slide projector and one cassette
deck. Bowen will handle sound and other audio. DeRemer plans
for the program to be piloted in the spling or summer and ready for
distribution in the fall. The program will be available for cost of
duplication to the members of GLP A.
Adler has expressed interest in doing Gary Tomlinson's I3ozo
show, but they currently have not made any firm decision.
DeRemer had several people approach him ahoul printing a
hooklet of simple special crfects.
CONFEHENCE HEPOHT:- Art Goss reported that everything is under control for the conference. Total registration of
about 125-130 is expected.
INSTHUCTIONAL I\JIATERIALS: Sampson reported he
is receiving requests for information from around the glohe.
TIPS #6 (Facility Planning) - Jeff I Iunt was asked to work on
revising this booklet and has agreed to do it.

Sampson mentioned that emphasis is shifting from scripts to
helps; cUlTiculum guides, lesson plans, etc.
A letter from Slovakia, formerly Czechoslovakia, (middle
Europe) wa" read requesting TIPS on Helping the Handicapped in
the Planetarium.
PUBLICATIONS: Ban reported all is going well with the
GLPA publications. The BGSU printshop can produce excellent
copy and can now also produce color copies, if needed.
IPS REPORT: Dayle said that t1le IPS Council is meeting at
the RMPNGPPA/SWPA meeting in Oklahoma, Oct. 27, 1993.
IPS '94 will be July 10-16 at Brevard Community College, Cocoa,
FIOlida. IPS '96 will be in Osak.:'l, Japan.
CONI;'ERENCE PLANNING: Tomlinson announced that
Art Goss is joining the Conference Planning Committee. He will
be updating the conference planning guidelines. Other members
of that committee are Dan Goins with the gift shop and GmTY
Beckstrom, who is responsible for the state meetings.
Eric Schreur has worked to update a database with members
mld formatted templates for conference host. Many other fonns
for the conference,can be formatted in the program.
Section 6 of the conference guidelines wa-; reviewed by the
Executive Committee. Because some guidelines have been misinterpreted and have become quite cumbersome, Tomlinson moved
that all vendors who exhibit at the conference pay the registration
and membership fees, and exhihit without charge, instead of
having to pay a display fee and not have the benefit of GLPA
membership, except those deemed appropriate by the conference
host, conference planning chair, president or development chair.
Dayle seconded. Approved.
A concern of Tomlinson has been the Patron and Sustaining
membership categories. I Ie said we must he sure to acknowledge
them in the Newsletter.
A motion was made by Tomlinson that sponsors who give
money to GLPA at or above the Patron and Sustaining levels be
recognized as members at those levels. Seconded hy Bart. Membership, Development and Conference I lost will have to communicate closely on this. Seconded and passed.
Tomlinson suggested t1mt half of the money from Patron &
Sustaining memberships and conference profits go to support the
next year's conference to keep conference costs down. Dale
suggested pf(~jects for Ule benefit of all memhers may be stifled if
the money is going to he tied up in conference. Also, the savings
for each conference attendee would only he on the order of $10.
Dale noted Ulat producing a TIPS booklet or oUler publication for
all members would have a more lasting henefit than reducing
conference registration by $10 per person.
At Ule spring meeting, Ulese budget items can be hetter
discussed because the 1993 conference figures will be known.
The 1994 conference will he at Wheeling, WV, Oct. 26-29.
The 1995 conference will he at Grand Rapids, MI, Oct. 25-28. The
conference hotel at Grand Rapids will he Days Inn, $65 single, $70
for 2, 3, or 4 persons. Possible locations for Ule 1996 conference
were discussed. The conference at MelTillville demonstrated Ulat
a school planetarium can host the conference.
l\1EMBERSHIP: Eric worked on the conference registration
software. Membership Benefits has heen brought up to date and
has been printed out and brought to conference for all.
Eric said there m'e approximately 230 members in GLPA at the
present time.
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BUDGET: Parker distributed worksheets for Ule budget:
INCOME
Projected

Dues
Conference
Instruction Materials
Interest
Gift Shop
Miscellaneous
TOTAL INCOME
PROJECTED EXPENSES

Puhlications
Newsletter
Proceedings
Handbook scmming & edit
TIPS #16 "Great Ideas" ...
Total
Education
Third grade program
Instructional Materials
Postage, Film, Supplies
Conference Plannin~
Liahility Insurance
Office supplies
Conference planning
State Meeting
Total
Memhership
Postage
Mobile l Jsers Group
Postage
Development
Postage and Supplies
Other Expenses
GLPA Postage, Supplies, Travel
President's Expenses
Annual Report
GLPA Pins
'rotal

4100
450

0
450
150

-.5Q
5200
Projected
1700
2500
350

-.lSJJ.
5300
1000
470

450
150
110
.2jQ

960

60
25
200

1380
150

10
-1QQ
1840
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
9855
Dan moved the preceding budget be approved. Seconded.
Some one-time expenses such as the GLPA pins, Ule third grade
progrmn, and U1C TI PS # 16 will be covered by the savings acct. The
preceding budget was approved for Ule 1993-94 fiscal year.
Tomlinson will hring the association handbooks up to date.
Tomlinson asked everyone on the Executive Committee to
make a listing for inclusion in the handb(x)k of all ofUle things Ulat
are GLPA related and not kept in Ule Handb(x)k, as well ,l'\ the
location where they can he found.
New Business - It was agreed that the spring meeting will he held
in SOUUl Bend, April 23, 1994, 10 a.m., EST.
It was agreed to stmt the fall E.C. meeting at 11 a.m.
Dale mentioned Ulis would be Dan's last Executive Committee meeting following his terms of President and Past Pres. and
congratulations for a job weIl done were extended to him.
Meeting adjourned at 4:42 r. m .,
_ I)

If

Respectfully Submitted,

BClJui/c. ~

David E. Parker, Sectretaryrrreasurer

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Dayton, Ohio, October 23, 1993
The annual business meeting of the Great I,akes Planetarium
Association wa." called to order by President Dale S mi tll at 11: 10
a.m.
SECRETARY'S REPORT: Minutes of the last meeting,
held in St. Louis, were printed in the Winter Newsletter. Bcing no
corrections or questions, there was a motion and second for
approval. Motion c~rrried.
THEASURER'S HEPOHT: David Parker read the financial
summary for the pa."t fiscal yem.
(Please see the Executive Committee meeting
minutes for the financial report.)
It was moved and seconded to approved the treasurer's report. JcIT
Hunt suggested spending some of the excess funds for reducing
conference expenses. Dale mentioned that the hudget will speak to
that issue. The motion was approved.
ELECTION; President-Elect Dave Batch, chairofthe nominating committee, thanked the other memhers of the nominating
commillee, Milch Luman, Jon Marshall and .Jeff Ilunt, for their
help. He distributed ballots for the dection of president-dect (Jeff
Bass and April Whitt), secretary/treasurcr (David Parker), and
1.P.S. representative (Dayle Brown).
PHESIDENT'S HEPORT: The l Jnited Nations hook to
assist with development of planetariums in third world countries
has been translated into Spanish and Japanese with a request for a
Slovak language translation.
American Astronomical Society con((\cts - Dale reported he
was somewhat discouraged in talks WiUl AAS because of the
GLP1\ regional status. NPC might help planetariums work more
elfectively with national agencies.
NSTA is developing American science standards. Concern
about astronomy representation have been carried by Cary Snyder
on one of the central committees pushing planetariums.
Keepin~ planetariums open - Letters of support from GLP A
can be sent to administrations threatening reduction or closure of
planetariums. Conference attendance, in service, visits to other
schools can be encouraged through GLPA letters. Jon Marshall
mentioned that school planet£u'iums can actually be a cost savings
device because of the number of students that can be tallght. Tips
for forestalling closure are being developed. Memhers were urged
to contact stale chair or GLPA president for ideas or help. Cases
are not hopeless, and GLPA can help.
NPC hylaws will be voted on later in the husiness meeting.
They were printed in the Newsletter.
PAST·PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dan Goins reported the
gift shop still open. New pins are in $5.
BUDGET: David Pmker read the budge tapproved hy the
Executive Committee for the 1993-94 fiscal year. (See tlle Executive Committee meeting minutes for budget details).
The budget isin deficit by $4600, but can easily be covered by
the GT ,P A savings. Dale said the savings could be used to reduce
conference expense for attendees by $10-$ 15 a person; or to
produce a TIPS booklet or other publication. It was felt that the
investment in producing a publication for all members would
outweigh the henefits of conference registration reduction.
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Reducing conference expenses by $10-15 per person would
not be a very significant savings compcu'ed to the entire cost for a
person to go to the conference. We instead will try to do projects
that will benefit all memhers of the association. The savings of
GLP A has been huill up over the last four ye:u·s.
The balance could he consumed quickly ifuscd for conference
expenses, and a lasting benefit would not be realized.
There is a deficit in the approved budgel because some
projects in the planning m'e now ready to be undertaken.
There was some discussion about whether conference expenses of plus or minus $1 () would make much of a difference in
the number that can attend. Roughly half of the GLI> A memhership allends the conference; we need to provide benefits to the oncs
who can't come to the conference.
Mayhe we need to look at who has difficulty attending thc
conference. Dale said that question was on the survey two YClU'S
ago, and there was a wide v(lJiety of reason why people could not
attend: cost was not the predominant factor.
There has always heen strong sentiment for holding the
conference in October.
There was a suggestion for creating a scholmship program for
those who can't allord to come to conference. It will be discussed
at the next Executive Committee meeting.
There was a suggestion for the setting limits on the housing
expenses, but there is such disparity in accommodation pricing at
various locations, that would he difficult.
Gardner mentioned they went to the convention bureau to get
assistance such as local sponsors. They orten want to help hecausc
of the boost 10 the local community. Local corporations can sometimes help support conferences.
Tomlinson mentioned that a recent study showed that GLPA
is spending ahout $26 in publications and benetils for each member, even though the dues are only $20.
Benjamin reported 1/3 ofthe GLI>1\ membership lives outside
the traditional GI ,p A (lJ'ea and have difficulty traveling to conference, but they still receive suffecient henefits that make GLPA
membership worthwhile.
ELECTION RESlJLTS: President Smith announced election results: April Whitt was elected GLPA President-Elect and
will take office on the vernal equinox, 1994; the Secretary/
Treasurer will he David E. Parker and the IPS Representative will
be Dayle Brown.
Smith announced Development Chair Bill Buckingham has
resigned. President Smith, with President-Elect Batch's approval,
appointed .Jell Bass as the new Development Chair.
INTERNATIONAL PLANETARIUM SOCIETY REPORT: Dayle Brown reported that she has IPS memhership
applications. The Planet.u'ium and the conferences m'e benefits
available to memhers. Directory and Special Effects and other
publications me available. In 1994 the IPS conference will be held
at Cocoa, Florida, Brevard Community College. The theme for the
conference will he "RerIections," since it will be the silveranniverscu'y of IPS and the Apollo missions. The dates will be July 10-16,
1994. The prelimillmy registration cost is $218, including meal
package, bus transportation and lots of neat side acti vi ties. In 1996
the IPS conference will be held in the Osaka Science Center,
Osaka, Japan. The dates will be July 11-15, 1<)96. Pre and Post
conference tours are being planned.

Dayle introduced Sue Reynolds, the IPS Mohil New Network
chairforiPS. Sue mentioned that she has quite a few puhlicdomain
files available for tlle mobile planetarium user; scripts, cllll'iculum
materials; low cost special effects projectors; lists of manufacturers. She is looking for a North American representative for the
French mobil planetarium company. She also has list of mobile
users. Sue asked mohile users groups to form and to send her
minutes of thcir meetings.
GLPA mobile users should also send news to Dayle Drown.
MEMBERSHIP REPOHT: Eric Schreur len a report that
GLPA membership is currently ahout 225.
PUBLICATIONS REPOHT: Dart reported that tlle half of
the membership tllat does not attend tlle conference do receive
significant benefits from tlle GLPA puhlications. The puhlications
are running very smootllly, especially since the streamlined puhlication of the Proceedings. Dowling Green State t Jniversity does
the printing. The Newsletter serves as a compilation of memher
reports. Information should be sent to state chairs for inclusion in
the Newsletter. The next four issues of the Newsletter will he sent
hy First Class mail, due lo the inclusion of advertising. Deadlines
for news submitted to the Newsletter are the first of the months
preceding equinoxes and solstices.
The Proceedings will he done hy early Fehruary and sent at no
charge to all GLPA memhers.
Rod Thompson said that the Proceedings are great, hut an
index would be helpful. It was announced that a Proceedings index
is already in tlle works.
EDUCATION: Dave DeRemer reported TIPS # 16, "Teaching Tips for tlle Planetarium," will he printed in the spring. A third
grade planetarium nrogram is heing produced, in response to thc
mohile and small planctarium needs. The program is a participation show. It will be in rough form hy spring. It will he produced
by Dowen Music.
A new sixth grade cUlTiculum 011 rockets and tlleir henefits is
in the resourcebank. DeRemer has simple special effects ideas for
small planetariums. Memhers with ideas for mohile planetarium
special effects should send those to Sue Reynolds. Also, Art
Klinger has a Kinderg,u·ten curriculum in the resource hank.
INSTRUCTIONAL MATEIHALS: Gary Sampson reported
that emphasis in recent yem's has shifted to curriculum materials
and TIPS booklets. Revision of older TIPS hooklets has heen
taking place. Gary asked members to contrihute to the revision
process when asked.
TIPS #6, Plmming a Planetarium J~dlJcation Program, will be
redone hy Jeff Hunt. The curriculum hank has a lot of growth.
Gmy tllanked Jenny Pon for donating her retrograde motion
slides and activities to tlle resource bank.
The Proceedings me ten years old an index will be produced
by next year. It will he on Hypercard and hard copy.
CONFERENCE PLANNING: Tomlinson had state chairs
report their spring meetings: Alan Paries, Indiana, Terre Haute,
April 16; Dart Denjamin, Illinois, Cluunpaign, May 14; WmTen
Young, Ohio, Lancaster, April 16; Dob Allen, Wisconsin, Stevens
Point, April 30; Michigan, .Tell Dass, Kalamazoo, March 12.
The 1994 GLPA conference will he held in Wheeling, WV,
Oct. 26-29. The 1995 conference will he in Grand Rapids, Oct. 2528. The hotels cost will he $65 single; $70 douhle, triple, or quad,
in Grand Rapids.

Tomlinson asked for conference evaluations to be turned in.
A poll ahout Wheeling sports activities (tennis, golf, swimming) for one afternoon was taken.
David DeBryun welcomed everyone to Grand Rapids in 1995,
the location of GLPA' s founding, for tlle 30th anniversary of
GLPA. They will be in a new facility, hut the old theater may he
still accessihle.
NATIONAL PLANETARIUlVI COUNCIL BYLA WS:
President Smith mentioned tllCll last yem' several regionals gave
support to formulate a set of hylaws to facilitate a national voice,
not just a regional voice, to speak for us and to seek support for us.
Consequently, three regional presidents met and drafted bylaws,
which have heen printed in the Newsletter. It would be a council,
not an association of individual members. The memhers of the
council would he the seven regional associations, Willl each regional sending one representati ve. Decisions or the council would
not be hinding on tile regionals. These hylaws were approved
unanimously by SI~PA and PP A at their most recent membership
meetings, and tile NPC will come into existence when four regionals
approve. The goal is to have all seven approve the bylaws.
The NPC bylaws me brought to the memhership hy the
I~xecuti ve Committee, with a recommendation for approval. Gregg
Williams moved that GLPA approve the bylaws of the National
Planetarium Council. Seconded. Discussions followed. IPS is an
international organization and speaks to the worlds planetariums,
not specifically American planetariums. IPS cannot, for example,
legally speak hefore Congress in support of the interest" or American planetariums. Several mentioned the need for a national
structure for a voice.
A concern mentioned by Rod is that the NPe should have
representatives not just from large planetmiums hut also from the
small. Dale said that each regional C,Ul choose representalives as
they desire. Dale said that in the heginning tllCre will he a regional
fee to support the activities, maYhe on the order or $2 per memher,
hut the plan is to seek support externally tllHmgh grants.
The motion caITied unanimously.
OTHER BUSINESS: David Datch recognized that this
would he Dan Goins' last meeting on the Executive Committee,
serving as he finishes his term as Past-President. This is also Dale
Smith's last meeting as President and he will hecome Past-President on the vernal equinox. Dot11 were commended for tllcir
contrihutions and their high quality of work.
Gregg Williams expressed appreciation to Art Goss and his
staff at the Dayton Museum of Natural History for a very successful conference.
Motion to adjourn at II :34 was seconded and passed.
Respectfully Suhmitted,

David

I:. Parker, Secretary/Treasurer
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Great Lal<es Planetarium Association

FELLOW

OF

GLPA

In recognition of a member's professional status
and
significant contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium
Associaiton (GLPA),
the Executive' COlnmittee will consider
candidates for the rank of FELLOW of GLPA.
Any current member in good standing with the GLPA
nominate a candidate .by submitting an application
supporting docurr,ents to the membership cha irman.

may
and

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA:
1. Active membership* in GLPA for ten or more consecutive
years.
2. Active membership* in GLPA for five or more consecutive
years with substantial contributions in at least two of
the categories listed below.
a. Serving GLPA in elective offices, appointed
chairmanships, committee work, and/or conference
planning.
b. Relevant and significant publications and/or
conference paper presentations.
c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
d. The development and communication of innovative
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of
benefit to the general membership.
3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLPA Code
of Ethics for the Planetarium Profession.

*

Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has
attended a majority of state and regional GLPA meetings.

The Executive Committee will vote to
upon nominated individuals on the
qualifications.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:

confer FELLOW status
basis of the above

Eric Schreur
GLP A Membership Chairman

2324 Bronson Boulevard
Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-2401
~~~~~~~~~~~--~17~--~~~~~~----~~~~

NOMINATION FORM FOR
FELLOW OF GLPA
NAME OF NONINEE:
INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:
STATE _ __ ZIP _ _ __

CITY:
CRITERIA REQUIRED:

to present.

1. Years of membership in GLPA from

# Yrs.

2. GLPA and state conferences attended (Year & Location).

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, committe chairmanships,

cooonittee memberships, conference host/planning.

Include dates.

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESENTED - INCLUDE DATES.

5. OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMEN'l'S AND CON'l'RIBUTIONS.

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.
NOMI NA'l'ED BY:
DATE:
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Great Lal<es Planetarium Association

HONORARY
L I F E MEMBER
In recognition of a member's significant career contributions to planetarium education and the Great
Lakes
Planetarium Association (GLPA),
the Executive
Committee
will consider candidates for HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet
the qualifications listed below.
Any member in good standing with the GLPA may nominate a
supporting
candidate by submitting an application and
documents to the membership chairman.
CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP:
1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be
nominated on the basis of:
a. The number of years of membership in the GLPA.
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLPA.
c. Professional ac~omplishments in astronomy and
planetarium education.
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired
from fulltime planetarium education.
The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the
above qualifications.
An Honorary Life Member will have
full membership privileges for life and will be exempt from
dues.
Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive
recognition and a certificate of their membership status at
the annual Armand Spitz banquet.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:

Eric Schreur
GLPA Membership Chairman
2324 Bronson Boulevard
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-2401

GLPA NOMINATION FORM FOR,
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
NAME OF NOHINEE:

INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:
S 1,' A'fE _ __ ZIP _ _ __

CITY:

CRITERIA REQUIRED:
1. Years of membership in GLPA from _______ to present.
2. GLPA

»Yrs.

and state conferences attended (Year & Location).

elective offices held, committe chairmanships,
committee memberships, conference host/planning.
Include dates.

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT:

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESEN'fED -

5.

O'fHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVENEN'l'S AND CON'fRIBU'fIONS.

Please attach additional sheets 1f necessaryo
NOMINATED BY:
DA'l'E:

INCLUDE DATES
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EXPLORE THE UNIVERSE
True-To-Noture Space Exploration with
Carl Zeiss Jena Planetariums
Imagine traveling to the
outer limits of the universe the brilliance of the White
Nights at the North Pole the mythical mystery of the
constellations - the beauty
of Saturn's rings.
For thousands of years we
have tried to discover the
nature of the universe, but
never has this science been
more exciting than today.
The new projectors from Carl
Zeiss Jena don't just bring
you the universe, they thrust
you into it. True-to-nature
presentations illustrate the
beauty and complexity of
our cosmic home. In
schools, universities, science
centers, and navigational
training centers, our planetariums are unlocking the
mysteries of the universe.
Updated with the latest in
electronic and computer
technology, Zeiss Jena
projectors are user-friendly
for easy programming and
operation.
For more information about
Carl Zeiss Jena planetariums,
contact our planetarium
specialists.

~EILER
I NSTRLJIVIENT

170 E. Kirkham Avenue

St. Louis, MO 63119
New Orleans Sales Office
1-800-726-8805

Fax: 504-764-7665

If you're replacing your star projector, or planning a
new facility, give us a call. Seiler can assist you in
coordinating your entire planetarium package
including domes, seating arrangements, auxiliary
projectors, lighting and elevators. Our trained staff is
available for technical assistance and service.

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretaryrrreasurer (address below). This quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good
standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.p,A. its membership or the editor. Deadlines for
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1993.
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