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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
David Batch 

I'm glad the U.S. Naval Observatory keeps 
track of the speed of the earth around the sun, and 
I can depend on them to alert us should there be 
any sudden acceleration. Otherwise, I would 
doubt that two whole revolutions could have 
elapsed since I officially became responsible for 
writing the President's Message column. Can it 
be time already for me to pass the quill to April 
Whitt? 

To summarize the last two years I thought I 
should offer a "state of the" message regarding 
GLPA, but the truth is, there's not much to say. 
The organization has run like clockwork the last 
two years, thanks principally to the dedicated ex
ecutive committee members, along with excellent 
support from the membership. We're putting out 
more professional services of value to the plane
tarium community than ever, which goes a long 
way toward explaining the record number of 
GLPA members. 

Certainly the services are a prime reason 
people become GLP A members, but there's 
another significant impetus, that I was most aware 
of at the fall conference. It's the sense of family 
we share. There's more to it than being part of the 
same professional culture, speaking the same jar
gon, experiencing the same frustrations and joys. 
There's a real caring about one another. It ex
tends beyond willingly and openly sharing what
ever secrets of the trade each of us has acquired. I 
have seen it materialize in numerous ways: being 
willing to sit in for an ill colleague at a neighbor
ing planetarium, driving out of one's way to deliv
er a piece of equipment someone needed to bor
row in an emergency, an immediate and positive 
response to "passing the hat" for a member 
thought to be in financial distress. Of all the 
groups I belong to, I cherish most my affiliation 
with GLPA, precisely because of this sense of 
family. 

Now if you'll pardon me, before I sign off, I 
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must conduct some business. Old presidents 
don't fade away, you know, they become past
presidents. And in that capacity I will be working, 
most immediately, on creating a world wide web 
presence for GLP A. By the time you read this, we 
should be up and running. I expect our URL to 
be: (http://www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/glpa.html). 
Tune in and let me know what you think. I'm still 
struggling with how to make our site useful. Send 
your comments to: (dbatch@msu.edu), 

(continued on page 7) 

EDITOR'S 
MESSRGE 

Bart Benjamin 

In the wee hours of Wednesday, March 20th 
(2:03 a.m. CST), the Vernal Equinox occurs. At 
that precise moment, two major events will occur: 
spring will begin in our hemisphere (and hopeful
ly the warm weather will soon follow) and GLP A 
will officially welcome April Whitt as its new 
President. My heartfelt thanks go out to Dave 
Batch for the stellar job he has done as president, 
and best of luck to April as she takes the prover
bial captain's chair. 

I'd like to take a moment to thank my fellow 
state chairpersons (Alan Pareis, Lisa Daly, Dale 
Smith, Bob Allen and State Meeting Coordinator 
Garry Beckstrom) for their ongoing efforts. With
out fanfare, these people send the letters and make 
the phone calls that make the State News section 
of the GLPA Newsletter possible. They also as
sist the state meeting hosts in planning and exe
cuting the spring state meetings (and any other 
meetings their state decides to conduct). Please 
do what you can to make their jobs easier by send
ing them whatever news you have about your 
planetarium by mid-April. 

Please try to remember that the deadline for 
the summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter is May 
1, 1996. Enjoy your state meeting and celebrate 
the onset of spring! 



STATE 

ILLINOIS 

Chainnan: 

) 

Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove, IL 60171 
(708) 456-0300, ext. 3408 

The Illinois State Meeting will be held at the 
Illinois State University Planetarium in Normal 
on Saturday, April 13, 1996. Carl Wenning will 
host. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College in River Grove is currently showing the 
C-360 film The Great Barrier Reef, Strasenburgh 
Planetarium's children's show Teddy and the 
Rickety Rocket, its own Monthly Skywatch and 
two new laser light shows. With assistance from 
the Triton College Media Services Department 
and the Triton College Foundation, the Ceman 
Center has produced a videotape intended to raise 
corporate awareness and funding. 

The Illinois State University Planetarium 
continues to present The Universe of Dr. Einstein 
as its public show. In late January, the ISU Plane
tarium installed a new Cygnus automation system 
which will allow a show operator to operate all 
special effects projectors manually while they 
remain part of the operating system. The ISU 
Planetarium also plans to outfit their eight Ekta
graphic slide projectors with new lenses. Chad 
Johnson, a second-year physics education major, 
has joined the ISU Planetarium staff, replacing the 
graduating Bill Eggert. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium of 
Parkland College in Champaign continues its tour 
of the backyard sky in Prairie Skies most every 
Friday. The feature Stars of Jade will be replaced 
by the two-story tall film The Great Barrier Reef 
in late April. Teddy's Quest returns to its "family 
hour" time slot on Saturdays. The popular "light 
show that never dies," Pink Floyd's Dark Side of 
the Moon, is replaced in late May by a new light 
show featuring the music of The Doors. Thursday 
matinees will return on June 13. The planetarium 
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NEWS 
is proud to be working with the Adler Planetarium 
on the "Hands-On Universe" project for teachers. 

INDIANA D 
Chainnan: Alan Pareis 

9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, IN 46804 
(219) 432-8786 

The Indiana State Meeting will be held at 
Martinsville High School on Saturday, April 13, 
1996. Dan Goins will host. 

The Ball State Planetarium in Muncie reports 
that after a successful run of the Star Trek show 
Orion Rendezvous, they are back up and running 
"at full impulse power" preparing their next show. 
Their version of the Hansen Planetarium produc
tion Endless Horizon will open in March. 

Remember the "fun" that Gregg Williams of 
the Merrillville Community Planetarium once had 
carpeting curved stairs? Well, a major renovation 
of Pierce Middle School (the first since 1973) is 
planned for next year that should mean another 
renovation to the planetarium. 

On Friday night, April 12th, an optional pre
lude to the Indiana State Meeting will take place 
at the Goethe Link Observatory, where observing 
will take place with the 36-inch reflector (weather 
permitting). CCD imaging will also be demon
strated. There will be a program even if the 
weather is unfavorable. For more information, 
call Dan Goins at (317) 342-7069 in the evening. 

PLEASE NOTE: If your planetarium is not 
represented in this State News column, please 
send whatever information you have to your 
State Chairman by mid-April for inclusion in 
the summer issue. 



STATE NEWS (cont.) 

MICHIGAN 

Chainnan: Lisa Daly 
Upton Middle School Plm 
800 Maiden Lane 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
(616) 982-4631 

The Michigan State Meeting will be held at 
Jackson High School's Peter Hurst Planetarium 
on Saturday, April 27, 1996. Mark Reed will host. 

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing is 
currently showing Through the Eyes of Hubble to 
sellout audiences and will continue running this 
through the spring. The planetarium remodelling 
is now complete, and Dave Batch is enjoying hav
ing some collaborators from the physics depart
ment in his building. 

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids is 
currently showing Through the Eyes of Hubble 
until May 5th. After that, in conjunction with the 
museum's Dinamation dinosaurs exhibit, they 
will premiere Dinosaur Doomsday. They con
tinue to present laser light shows of Moon Rock II 
featuring Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the Moon. 

The Hurst Planetarium is Jackson is currently 
showing Larry, Cat in Space as its public offering. 
They've recently added a Barco video projector to 
their theater and East Coast Controls has boosted 
their projection capabilities from 6 to 20! In the 
spring, Sandy, Pepper and the Eclipse will be 
shown along with a special focus on comets. 

Chainnan: 

(continued on page 7) 

omo 

Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Dept. 
Bowling Green State Univers. 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
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The Ohio State Meeting will be held in Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania on Saturday, April 13, 1996. David 
Hurd of Edinboro University will host. 

Waylena McCully, formerly of the Ritter 
Planetarium and the Schuele Planetarium, is now 
"having an absolute blast learning the ropes ll at 
the Sudekum Planetarium in Nashville. 

The arrival of the Galileo spacecraft at Jupiter 
is the inspiration for Jupiter and Beyond, the cur
rent show at Youngstown's Ward Beecher Plane
tarium. The in-house production chronicles Gali
leo's mission and looks ahead to the Cassini mis
sion to Saturn. 

Planets and stars are sharing the air at Tole
do's Ritter Planetarium in a pair of public pro
grams -- Bowen Production's Moonwitch for 
children and Ritter's own show for adults, Inter
net: Your Information Superhighway to the Stars. 
The latter program tours the night sky and uses 
the Internet to access the latest Galileo and 
Hubble images. 

(continued on page 7) 

WISCONSIN 

Chainnan: Bob Allen 
Univ. of Wisconsin Plm. 
Dept. of Physics; Cowley Hall 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
(608) 785-8669 

The Wisconsin State Meeting will be held at the 
Phillips Planetarium and Dobbs Observatory in 
Eau Claire on Friday and Saturday, April 19 and 
20, 1996. Bob Elliot will host. 

From April through June, the Minneapolis 
Planetarium will be running the Rabbit Ears 
Radio production of Follow the Drinking Gourd, 
the Sudekum Planetarium's production of Sam 
Snork VS. the Star Stealers and Buhl Planetarium's 
production of Through the Eyes of Hubble. 

The University of Wisconsin at La Crosse 
Planetarium is running the Hansen Planetarium 
production of Galaxies as its March public pro
gram. In April, Inner Space (Medicines: The in
side Story) will be their public program. In March 
and April, about 900 Girl Scouts will earn merit 
badges on three Saturdays with the assistance of 
the planetarium staff. 

(continued on page 7) 



GLPA BULLETIN BOARD 

compiled by Bart Benjamin 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The annual spring meeting of the GLP A 
Executive Committee will be conducted on 
Saturday, March 23, 1996 at 10 a.m. in South 
Bend, Indiana. All Executive Committee mem
bers are expected to attend. Other phmetarians are 
welcome to attend all or part of the meeting as 
well. For more information, please call April 
Whitt at (404) 378-4311, ext. 221. 

GLPA PROJECT UPDATE 

In January, Mitch Lumen, Alan Pareis and 
Rich Valentine selected approximately 90 slides 
for possible inclusion in a set of 60 slides for each 
of the Russ~an Planetariums. At this writing, they 
are contactmg the Russian IPS representative to 
confirm and finalize the details. By the time you 
read this, duplication should be complete. While 
several people have offered to deliver the slide 
sets, this is a GLP A project, so it would be great if 
a GLP A member could deliver the slides. We do 
have a member going to Russia in the spring, 
although that may be too early. 

If you are a GLP A member and are going to 
Russia in the late spring or early summer, please 
contact Alan Pareis at (219) 432-8786 or (812) 
299-2988 or e-mail on AOL: (PARV AN1av), or 
via other services: (parvan1av@aol.com). 
Perhaps the IPS meeting would be another 
possibility for delivery. If you are a GLPA 
meInber and are going to IPS in Osaka, please 
contact Alan. 

1996-97 V.M. SLIPHER GRANT 

During 1996-97, the V.M. Slipher Committee 
of the National Academy of Sciences will have 
approximately $4,500 to award for projects that 
enhance the public's understanding of astronomy. 
Preferences will be given to projects that require 
seed money for programs that will continue 
beyond the funding period and/or provide 
programs or services to more than a single group. 
Individual awards are generally for amounts less 
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than $1 ,000. 
The criteria of the award are as follows: 1) the 

objectives and procedures to be followed in the 
project should be outlined in concise terms; 2) the 
budget page should identify how funds will be 
spent and should note any other funds allocated to 
the project, both direct and in-kind; 3) proposals 
should be short -- no longer than three typewritten 
pages. An original and four copies of the proposal 
must be submitted to be considered for funding 
and 4) applicati?~s ~ust be postmarked by May 
24, 1996. NotifICatiOn of grants will be made 
around July 31st. 

Please send applications to: Dennis Schatz 
C~airman; V.M. Slipher Committee; Pacifi~ 
SCIence Center; 200 Second Avenue North' 
Seattle, Washington 98109. ' 

NEW ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR 
THE PLANETARIAN 

After four years of service, Steve Mitch has 
decided to ~esign as Associate Editor responsible 
for the RegIOnal Roundup column in The Plane
tarian. Editor John Mosley has asked Lars 
Broman of Falun, Sweden to assume these duties. 
Lars is asking anyone who wishes to send him 
news to .do so no later than the first day of each 
quarter (I.e. January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 
I!. His f~rst preference is to receive regional news 
Yia e-maIl .(lars.broman@planetarium.se). If that 
IS not pOSSIble, news can be sent to him on a PC 
diskette or via fax (+46 2310 177). His address is 
Lars Broman, Stangtjarnsv 132, S-791 74 Falun, 
Sweden. 

A WEEK IN THE NORTH OF ITALY 

Each year, Serafino Zani Astronomical 
Observatory (Lumezzane/Brescia) in collabora
tion with the IPS Mobile Planetarium Committee 
and with the supp~rt of Learning Technologies, 
Inc., hosts an Amencan planetarium operator who 
presents lessons with the itinerant planetarium 
Starlab to. high school .students of English. 
TransportatIOn from the Umted States is provided 
along with bed and meals from Tuesday t~ 
Sl:illday. The dates for these planetarium lessons 
wIll probably be at the beginning of the school 
year, from the end of September to the first week 
of October. 



BULLETIN BOARD (cont.) 

For complete details and an application form 
(which is due to her before June 30, 1996), please 
write: Susan Reynolds; IPS Portable Planetarium 
Committee; OCM BOCES Planetarium; P.O. Box 
4774; Syracuse, New York 13221. Her phone 
number is (315) 433-2671 and her fax number is 
(315) 433-1530. 

GLPA TO UPDATE TIPS BOOKLET 

GLPA is updating TIPS #10 on making 
planetariums accessible to visitors with disabil
ities. Have you worked with any disabled groups 
and/or presented a paper on your efforts? Specific 
efforts in astronomy for visually-impaired, hear
ing-impaired, mobility- impaired or cognitively
impaired are being sought. What technologies for 
the disabled do you use in your planetarium? 
Please contact the editor as soon as possible: 
Noreen Grice; Charles Hayden Planetarium; 
Museum of Science; Boston, Massachusetts 
02114. Her e-mail address is: (grice@al.mos.org) 
and her phone number is (617) 589-0273. Her 
preference is to receive text on a Mac formatted 
disk, ideally saved in Clarisworks and accompa
nied by a hard copy. 

MAILING LIST NOTICE 

Occasionally, GLP A releases its membership 
list to interested companies and organizations. If 
you do not wish to have your name and address 
released, please notify GLP A's Secretary/ 
Treasurer David Parker. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (cont. from page 3) 

I also have to offer another public thank you 
to the incredible executive committee, and to Dale 
Smith, who did an excellent job of "tidying up" 
the president's duties when he handed them to me 
two years ago. I've really had to do nothing more 
than "routine maintenance" in order to pass them 
on in good shape to April. 

It's been a grand ride, these last two revolu
tions. I appreciate all your support, both of the 
association and of me, personally. Best wishes, 
April. You're in for a wonderful trip. 

7 

MICHIGAN NEWS (continued from page 5) 

The Longway Planetarium in Flint is current
ly showing The Drinking Gourd through March as 
well as To Worlds Beyond. In April, they will 
present A Starry Night and the Sudekum Planetar
ium production Our Place in Space for children. 
Laser rock 'n' roll shows continue on Wednes
days, Fridays and Saturdays. 

The McMath Planetarium at the Cranbrook 
Institute in Bloomfield Hills is currently showing 
the Loch Ness production Hubble Vision along 
with a new laser light show. 

By the time you read this, the Kalamazoo 
Public Planetarium's new facility should be open 
to the public! Director Eric Schreur and John 
Stoke of Sky-Skan have developed the first show, 
which will be called Dome Improvements, an 
interactive show where the audience chooses 
which planets to visit. Travel is provided by 
Checker cabs, which are manufactured in Kala
mazoo. The show will run through the summer. 

OHIO NEWS (continued from page 5) 

Star stories are filling the dome at Copernicus 
Planetarium at Lourdes College, first in the winter 
months with Joe Hopkins' Daughter of the Stars 
and now with JHE'sBear Tales. 

Sky lore has also been the theme in a number 
of Jeanne Bishop's school programs at the West
lake Planetarium. Second graders have been 
seeing Follow the Drinking Gourd. Fourth grad
ers have learned cultural sky stories of different 
regions of the U.S. in conjunction with social 
studies classes. 

Bowling Green's current show is their own 
production of Dinosaur Light, which combines 
trips in space and time. An outbound tour of the 
cosmos weaves together with a recounting of 
events on earth when the light we now see from 
the celestial objects left them. 

CRAP met in Midpark Planetarium in Janu
ary with Vince Ruggiero as host. Doris Forror 
was host for the February meeting at Avon Lake 
Public Library, where CRAP members toured the 
new Discovery Works, a hands-on science exhibit 
area, and a laser holography exhibit. 

WISCONSIN NEWS (continued from page 5) 

The Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha will 
feature two Hansen Planetarium productions in 
the coming months -- The Dawn of Astronomy in 
March and Galaxies in April. 



WHY NOT ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

GLPA NEWSLETTER? 

By advertising in the 
GLP A Newsletter, you'll 
reach the decision makers 

from large and small 
planetariums throughout 

the world. 

Don't miss this unique 
opportunity! 

Physical Sciencel Astronomyl 
Planetarium Instructor 

REQUIREMENTS: 
Master's degree with 18 graduate 

semester hours of 5000 level or above 
coursework in physical science or related 
field. Planetarium experience required; 
experience working with groups from 

elementary school through college desirable. 
Knowledge of computers also desirable. 

TO APPLY: 
Send a resume and cover letter to 

Human Resources, St. Petersburg Junior 
College, P.O. Box 13489, St. Petersburg, 

Florida 33733·3489. 

DEADLINE: 
Resume package must be postmarked on or 

before APRIL 12,1996. EOE 

GENERAL ADVERTISING POLICIES 

-- Advertising rates range from $1B to $125 per issue. 

-- 20% off for camera-ready advertisements. 

-- An additional 20% off for a one-year purchase of the same advertisement. 

-- An additional 10% off for GLPA members. 

-- All advertisements must be paid for at the time of submission. 

To request advertising rates and a contract for GLPA Newsletter ads, please contact: 
Bart Benjamin; Cernan Earth and Space Center; Triton College; 2000 Fifth Avenue; 
River Grove, IL 60171 (70B) 456-0300, ext. 340B. 
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III ~ I 
k~~, 

V- ! ~ssJan9l's of 9lectron/c media 

Video system design 
Acoustic design/consulting 

udio and video hardware sales, installation, service. 
Original music scores and soundtrack design 

Planetarium show kits ... featuring "Moon Witch" 
Complete planetarium show design ... script to screen! 

DigiStar programming 
Show kit installation and programming 
Hollywood Edge sound effects libraries 

We help you make the right choices ... 
And we put it all together so it works. 

w ___ :: __ , ---------------------------111 
748 E. Bates Sl lndia"lapOlis,lN 46202 317·226-9650 317·226-9651 FIX ~odOaol.com 

*** . * 
** **** * *** *** ** ****: *** **. **** **.. * *** ••• 

;~ 

* *** : *** * *.* 
* 

**** * *** **** .: ~ : * **** .. .. * *** ** .. 

Seeing Is Believing. 
Known for their superior quality, reliability 

and longevity, Zeiss projectors are simply the best. 
For more information call Pearl Reilly at 1-800-726-8805. 

tEPsEILER 
INSTRUMENT 
AIAtIorizfId u.s. , Canediln CMtri:IcIIor II 
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II",' . . 

Original Scores 
and 
Custom 
Soundtracks 

Pre-Recorded 
Music 
• On CD and Cassette 
• With or without in

house production 
and synchronization 
rights 

• Wholesale rates for 
museum stores and 
gift shops 

Digital Track 
Assembly and 
Editing 

Scoring for 
FUm and Video 

LASER FANTASY INTERNATIONAL 
is a Patron Sponsor of 

GLPA 
We specialize in laser display hardware and software 

distribution via "The NetworK.· We serve 15 
planetarium theaters including: 

Longway Planetarium - Flint 
SpaceQuest Planetarium -Indianapolis 
Benedum Nat. Sci. Theater -Wheeling 

Contact Mike Lutz (503)244-1123 
ormlutz@laserfantasy.com 

Visit our VWVW site at 
http://www.lasertantasy/-mlutz/p/tm 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
would like to thank the following Patron and 

Sustaining Members for their support: 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$200 and up 

Astro-Tech Manufacturing, Inc. 
550 Elm Ridge Avenue 
Canal Fulton, OH 44614 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio Visual Imagineering 
10801 Cosmonaut Boulevard 
Orlando, FL 32824 
Representative: Joanne McCullough 

Bowen Music Productions 
748 East Bates Street; Suite 300 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Conic Instrument Company 
219 Worcester NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Representative: Kenneth Mosley 

East Coast Control Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 486 
Bigler, P A 16825 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland 
600 Komas Drive 
Salt Lake City, UT 84158 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Focal Point Systems 
1500 SE Hickory 
Portland, OR 97214 
Representative: Bruce Spainhower 

Goto Optical Manufacturing Co. 
636 Southdale Way 
Woodside, CA 94062 
Representative: Kimberly Ayres 

Integrated Media Group 
2499 84th Street 
Byron Center, MI 49315 
Representative: Larry Walburg 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
430132nd Street West C-1 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 
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Laser Fantasy International 
1721132nd Avenue NE 
Bellevue, W A 98005 
Representative: Mike Lutz 

Laser Images 
6911 Hayvenhurst Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
Representative: Gene Partyka 

Loch Ness Productions 
P.O. Box 3023 
Boulder, CO 80307 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Minolta Corporation 
101 Williams Drive 
Ramsey, NJ 07446 
Representative: Kosuke Sasaki 

Pangolin Laser Software 
10114 Lavender Flower Court 
Manassas, VA 22110 
Representative: Patrick Murphy 

Seiler Instrument and Manufacturing Co. 
170 East Kirkham Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63119 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Sky Skan 
51 Lake Street 
Nashua, NH 03060 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
P.O. Box 198; Route 1 
Chadds Ford, P A 19317 
Representative: John Schran 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$75 - $199 

Allen Memorial Planetarium 

Castle Lane Productions 

Hansen Planetarium 

Isiris Records 

Jerry Mansfield 

Strasenburgh Planetarium 

Sudekum Planetarium 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIA nON offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of 
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers 
Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership 
should be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary/Treasurer (address below). This quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good 
standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A. its membership or the editor. Deadlines for 
contributions fallon the 1st of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1996. 
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River Grove, IL 60171 
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Dan Francetic 
Euclid Sr. High School PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
711 E. 222 Street Dale W. Smith 
Euclid,OH 44123 Physics and Astronomy Dept. 
(216) 261-2900, ext. 362 Bowling Green State University 

Bowling Green, OH 43403 
PAST PRESIDENT (419) 372-8666 
David Batch 
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Michigan State University Susan Reynolds 
East Lansing, MI 48824 OCM BOCES Plm 
(517) 355-4676 P.O. Box 4774 

6820 Thompson Road 
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David E. Parker (315) 433-2671 
Tipton Comm. School Corp. 
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Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
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Bowling Green, OH 43403 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

INSTRUCT. MA T'LS CHAIR DEVELOPMENT CHAIR 
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Gary E. Sampson Robert McMath Planetarium 
Wauwatosa West H.S. Cranbrook Institute of Science 
11400 West Center Street 1221 N. Woodward Avenue 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 P.O. Box 801 
(414) 778-6550, ext. 105 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303 

(810) 645-3235 
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Mitch Luman EDUCATION CHAIR 
Koch Science Center Plm. David DeRemer 
Evansville Museum Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
411 S.E. Riverside Drive School District of Waukesha 
Evansville, IN 47713 222 Maple Avenue 
(812) 425-2406 Waukesha, WI 53186 

(414) 521-8841 
~ONFERENCE fLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson STA TE MEETING COORD. 
Roger B. Chaffee Plm. Garry Beckstrom 
Pub!. Museum of Grand Rapids Longway Planetarium 
272 Pearl N. W. 1310 East Kearsley Street 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504 Flint, MI 48503 
(616) 456-3532 (313) 760-1181 

-----------------
1996 CONFERENCE HOST 
Bob Bonadurer / Rod Nerdahl GLPA CONFERENCES: 
Minneapolis Planetarium 1996 Oct. 23·26 Minneapolis 
300 Nicollet Mall 1997 ?? contact Gary 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 Tomlinson to volunteer 
(612) 372-6543 
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, I>tanatariutl' ~ 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

April Whitt 

How does the song go? "Summertime, and the 
1- - - EASY?" 1v1ng IS... . 

Listening to the reports during the Executive 
Committee meeting last March reinforces my theory 
that planetarians work harder (and have more fun) 
than members of some other professions. Many of us 
wear several hats -- teacher, writer, producer, artist, 
technician -- sometimes more than one at the same 
time. 

And the pace seems to be increasing. More and 
more facilities are connecting "on-line" (have you 
checked out GLP A's web page?), while newer and 
smaller gadgets are available every week. Sometimes 
we have to be reminded to take a deep breath and look 
at the stars. 

I know that some planetariums look forward to 
big summer crowds to boost those increasingly 
important attendance figures, while others anticipate 
a much-needed break. Whichever way your facility is 
scheduled, have a great summer and get some 
rejuvenation in! 
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

I am very pleased to announce several changes 
to the GLP A Newsletter that should make it easier for 
all GLP A members to submit news items, notices and 
articles. Beginning with this issue, I am now producing 
the GLPA Newsletter using the MS-DOS (Windows 
3.1) platform instead of Apple II. Even more exciting 
is the news that I am now linked to the Internet 
through Triton College. My preference for receiving 
articles for the GLP A Newsletter is as follows (in order 
from most preferred to least): 

e-mail: 
diskette: 

fax: 
mail: 

bbenj ami@triton. cc. il. us 
MS-DOS formatted, saved as ASCII 
text file or Word Perfect 
(708) 583-3121 (same fax number) 
see masthead on back page for address 

I am confident that these changes will enable the 
GLP A Newsletter to be an even better (and more 
timely) source of regional planetarium news for our 
members. They will also make my desktop publishing 
tasks much easier and provide me with many new 
capabilities not available on the "antique" Apple II 
platform. As always, I am open to your comments and 
suggestions for improvement. After all, it is your 
newsletter. 

(continued on page 12, column 1) 



STATE NEWS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove, Illinois 60171 
(708) 456-0300, ext. 3408 
e-mail: bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us 

On Saturday, April 13th, the Illinois State University 
Planetarium staff hosted the Illinois state meeting, which 
featured eight short presentations, a tour of the planetarium, 
a demonstration of the East Coast Control Systems 
automation system and lunch. Fourteen planetarians 
attended this very successful gathering. Thanks to Carl 
Wenning and his staff. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College in River Grove is currently showing the C-360 film 
Seasons, its own children's show Zip! Zoom! Whiz!, its 
alternative rock laser light show Fast Forward, its Led 
Zeppelin laser show High Voltage Dreams and its Monthly 
Skywatch program. 

The Illinois State University Planetarium in Normal 
is currently showing Skywatchers of Ancient Mexico through 
July 24th and will resume public shows in September with 
Bear Tales (and Other Grizzly Stories). During the 
summer, the planetarium will host monthly public observing 
sessions at a nearby public park. 

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria is 
presenting the Strasenburgh Planetarium production of 
Touch the Stars during the summer, in conjunction with the 
museum's exhibit of "Backyard Monsters," which is 
drawing a large family audience. Thirty-five performances 
are planned each week during June and July. The second 

4 

annual "Interplanetary Bicycle Ride" is scheduled for July 
21 st and 22nd, 1996. See the Bulletin Board section of the 
GLPANewsletter for additional details. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign is adding Thursday matinees to their 
weekend offerings from June 13th through August 1st 
featuring Larry Cat in Space and the film Rainbow War. 
They will also present Prairie Skies (their version of Friday 
night live), the wide-screen film Great Barrier Reef 
Teddy's Quest and a new, original light show featuring the 
music of The Doors. A new session of their Telescope 
Loaner Program will be offered on August 10th. 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

The Indiana State Meeting was a great success, due in 
no small part to Dan Goins, our host at Martinsville High 
School. Special thanks go to John May of the Indiana 
Astronomical Society, for hosting us Friday night and 
Saturday morning at the Goethe-Link Observatory, and Phil 
Hudson from the Fort Wayne Astronomical Society, who 
shared his expertise with CCD imaging. Thanks also to Jeff 
Bowen and the crew of Bowen Productions for bringing all 
the electronic goodies to the observatory lecture hall and 
"wowing" us with new video equipment. 

Signatures of people living on planet Earth will be 
carried on board the Cassini Spacecraft when it is launched 
in 1997, bound for Saturn. The signatures will be scanned 
and stored on a CD-ROM. Peggy Gebhart from the Muncie 
Community Schools Planetarium reports that Muncie 



ST ATE NEWS (cont.) 

Community School students will add their signatures to the 
Cassini CD-ROM project. 

The Koch Planetarium in Evansville has a new 
program in production for its summer museum audience. 
Backbone of the Night takes its name from the description 
given to the summer Milky Way by the !Kung people of 
Africa. The program, which plays through September 8th, 
also includes a pre-show presentation of John Foster's 
Explorer offered by Edge Light of Portland, Oregon. 

Dan Goins of the Martinsville High School 
Planetarium has been selected to attend the American 
Astronomical Society Teacher Resource Agent project this 
summer. Conducted in Flagstaff Arizona, AASTRA is a 
four-week training workshop. 

The P-H-M Planetarium and Space Museum has 
undergone a busy season of construction and renovation 
since August of 1995. JRE is renovating the planetarium, 
including a conversion from manual control to total 
automation, installation of an all-sky system, new zoom 
lenses, new pan projectors, as well as the sanding and 
repainting of the dome. Additional work includes a 
conversion to unidirectional seating, adding an elevator for 
the Minolta projector and constructing an annex to the Space 
Museum. The Space Museum recently received the 
chronograph worn by Fred Raise during the Apollo 13 
mission for its collection. 

The Lawrence North High School Planetarium is 
performing two new programs this year -- Apollo 13 and 
Through the Eyes of Hubble. 

The Turkey Run State Park Planetarium reports 
that the planetarium will be open seven days a week from 
May through October, and will be open Thursdays through 
Mondays from November through April. Programs are daily 
at 2 p.m. A Perseid Meteor Shower Star Party is planned for 
Saturday, August lOth starting at 8 p.m. At this event, there 
will be telescope viewing , star legends and lore, astronomy 
crafts, binocular viewing and a meteor count. 
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MICHIGAN 

Chainnan: Lisa Daly 
Upton Middle School Planetarium 
800 Maiden Lane 
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085 
(616) 982-4631 
fax: (616) 982-0706 

The Longway Planetarium in Flint is currently 
showing Our Place in Space as their summer feature show. 
They also are presenting To Worlds Beyond through July 
7th, followed by the Hansen Planetarium show Galaxies. 
They are also continuing their popular Friday and Saturday 
night laser light shows. 

This summer, the Robert McMath Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills is featuring Sky Quest, a program that 
explores Jupiter, the Galileo mission and extra-solar system 
planets. The planetarium will also sponsor daily solar 
viewing. 

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids is 
presenting Dino Doomsday (a show written by staff member 
Mark Perkins) in conjunction with the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum's dinosaur display. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette will be 
presenting Through the Eyes of Hubble in July and the 
Hansen Planetarium production of Cosmic Catastrophes in 
August. Accompanying every show is a brief current sky 
presentation. On a number of occasions, the planetarium has 
hosted the Marquette Astronomical Society and has put 
together a "Sky Line" for telephone inquiries about current 
night sky features. 



STA TE NEWS (cont.) 

OHIO 

Chainnan: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

Ohio planetarians held their annual conclave in 
Pennsylvania this year, meeting at Edinboro University on 
April 13th with David Hurd as host. The 25 participants 
from Ohio, western Pennsylvania and Denmark (no, it was 
not an IPS meeting) spent the day learning and sharing with 
a near-record ten contributed papers. Invited speaker Dr. 
Rodney Feldman of Kent State explained fossil evidence 
showing that the extinction of dinosaurs near the KIT 
boundary was a gradual process rather than a single 
catastrophic event. Participants shared their observations of 
Comet Hyakutake and watched (get this, train buffs!) a 
working model train chug its merry way around the 
springline complete with buildings and lights along the 
tracks. Thanks, Dave, for a good meeting. 

The domes were alive with the sound of music as 
Bowling Green staged a piano concert in May and 
Youngstown staged concerts of African and Jewish music 
earlier in the spring, all accompanied with visual effects. 

Youngstown also ran a varied schedule of regular 
planetarium shows, including Through the Eyes of Hubble 
and their own production of Jupiter and Beyond. 

At the Copernicus Planetarium this spring, Mary 
Schindewolf presented JHE's production of Bear Tales on 
Sunday evenings and did a live Saturday matinee program 
Star Shapes for the kids. The latter program was originally 
developed by Dori Anderson at B.G.S.U. 

The Bowling Green State University Planetarium 
ran its annual May Days series of programs for one night 
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each, this year touring the solar system by repeating a variety 
of Loch Ness programs (Larry Cat in Space, Magellan and 
Voyager Encounters) as well as their own productions. Also 
at B.G.S.U., Danish visitor Michael Kreutzfeldt spent the 
spring semester producing a program on polar exploration. 

Astronaut Kathryn Sullivan is the new president of 
COSI in Columbus. 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chainnan: Bob Allen 
University of Wisconsin Planetarium 
Department ofPhysics~ Cowley Hall 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601 
(608) 785-8669 
e-mail: robert _ allen@uwlax.edu 

The Wisconsin-Iowa-Minnesota Planetariums 
(WIMPS) met at the Hobbes Observatory in Fall Creek, 
Wisconsin on April 19th and 20th. Paul Taylor of the 
University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire's Physics Department 
gave a talk on the results of Galileo's probe into Jupiter's 
atmosphere. Two planetarium programs were shown and 
three oral presentations were given. 

The University of Wisconsin at LaCrosse 
Planetarium will have one-week courses in Solar System 
Astronomy and Stellar Astronomy for their Young Scholars 
program from July 8th through 12th. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium is showing their own 
production of Honey, 1 Shrunk the Universe, the Sudekum 
Planetarium production of Sam Snork vs. The Star Stealers 
and the Buhl Planetarium production of Through the Eyes of 
Hubble through September 5th. 

Dave DeRemer of the Horwitz Planetarium in 
Waukesha is teaching a "College for Kids" class for 1st 
through 4th graders at the University of Wisconsin at 
Milwaukee from June 17th through the 19th. 

Gary Sampson of the Wauwatosa West High School 
Planetarium is going to London to lead a group of high 
school students on a science expedition. Gary is also 
involved in a PBS special on Mars. 



Announcing a new planetarium show produced by GLP A: 

A Solar System Adventure Tour 
A Solar System Adventure Tour uses your planetarium as the bridge of a spaceship. Your students (3rd to 

6th grade) become participating scientists on the first mission past all of the planets. Upon entering the planetarium, 
students are given computer information cards. These data cards describe what the students' duties will be during 
the mission. 

The show is produced by the Great Lakes Planetarium Association for use by its membership and is available 
for duplication costs only. Show packages will include an audio tape (with a fine digital mix of voice, music and 
sound effects by Bowen Music Productions), 90 color slides (all of which are masked, mounted and ready to 
project!), 25 Kodalith slides, production notes and a list of educational objectives. 

For those who place their orders before October 31, 1996, show packages will be available at the 
introductory price of $75. Purchase orders are accepted. 

Yes, I'd like to order A Solar System Adventure Tour for my planetarium. 

Name ----------------------------------------

Planetarium ------------------------------------

Address --------------------------------------

City, State, Zip ________________ _ 

Phone I Fax ------------------------------------

Tape Format? __ cassette 
DAT 

Please include a check for $75 made payable to G.L.P.A. Send check and this completed form to 
Mitch Luman; Koch Science Center and Planetarium; 411 S.E. Riverside Drive; Evansville, IN 47713. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

compiled by Bart Benjamin 

WANTED: CONFERENCE PHOTOGRAPHER 

GLP A is searching for a person to serve as 
Conference Photographer at the 1996 GLP A 
Conference in Minneapolis this fall. The photographer 
must attend the conference, photograph daily events 
and provide their own photographic equipment. In 
return for these responsibilities, the Conference 
Photographer will receive free registration (however, 
GLP A dues, transportation, meals and other 
conference expenses are still the photographer's 
responsibility) and reimbursement for film and 
processing charges. 

To apply for this position, send a letter 
describing your photographic equipment and 
experience plus your commitment to attend the 
conference by July 31, 1996 to Gary Tomlinson; 
Chaffee Planetarium; 272 Pearl NW; Grand Rapids, 
MI49504. His phone number is (616) 456-3532. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS NEWS 

Revisions are now completed for TIPS #4: 
"How to Prepare and Present School Programs." The 
plans are to print the new TIPS #4 and send it to all 
GLP A members before the summer break begins. 
Marilynn Bacyinski edited the new version of TIP S #4 
and has added a new section of portable planetariums, 
plus extensive resource lists. 

Three new scripts have been added to the script 
bank. Serpents of the Sun (32 pages, cost $4.50), 
which deals with Native American astronomical 
monuments in the northeastern United States, was 
donated by Warren Young and Rick Pirko of the Ward 
Beecher Planetarium in Youngstown, Ohio. Eric 
Schreur of the Kalamazoo Museum Planetarium has 
donated two scripts. Mystery of the Missing Moon 
(24 pages, cost $3.50) discusses lunar motions and 
phases. Night of the Falling Stars (19 pages, cost 
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$3.00) deals with meteors, meteor showers and 
meteorites. 

Jeanne Bishop has donated the planetarium 
program guide for the Westlake City Schools (9 
pages, cost $2.00). The guide lists planetarium 
program possibilities for different grade levels. 

The Westlake program guide and the scripts are 
all available from Gary Sampson (address listed on the 
GLP A Newsletter masthead) at the costs listed above. 
Many thanks go out to all who have generously 
donated materials, time and talent to our GLPA 
instructional materials collection. 

[Editor's Note: GLPA is in the process of 
digitizing its script library. To facilitate this process, 
future script contributions should be sent on disk 
(ASCII text file) whenever possible, accompanied by 
a hard copy printout. Thank you.] 

WANTED: E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

I am attempting to compile an e-mail address list 
for GLP A members. If you have an e-mail address 
that you would like to have listed, please forward this 
information to your state chairperson, whose names 
and addresses are given in the State News section of 
the GLPA Newsletter. 

In a related story, if your planetarium has a 
Home Page that you would like to have linked to the 
GLP A Home Page, please let Dave Batch know via e
mail at [dbatch@msu. edu]. 

PLANETARIUM SHOWS AVAILABLE 

Keith Shafer, Director of the Lawrence North 
High School Planetarium, reports receiving twelve 
new planetarium programs from the Indiana 
Humanities Council. He is willing to share them with 
other members of GLP A. The programs contain an 
audio tape, script, slides and teacher resources. 



BULLETIN BOARD (cont.) 

Subjects include everything from Babylonian-Assyrian 
Astronomy to Norse Astronomy and everything in 
between. If you are interested, contact Keith at 
Lawrence North High School, 7802 N. Hague Road, 
Indianapolis, IN 46256. 

INTERPLANETARY BICYCLE RIDE 

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria, 
Illinois is hosting its second annual "Interplanetary 
Bicycle Ride" on July 21st and 22nd, 1996. This 
year's ride will have a corporate sponsor, United 
States Cellular. Saturday cyclists will travel from 
Jupiter to as far as Pluto, and Sunday they will go 
from the Sun to Saturn via each of the planets. 

On August 3rd, the planetarium is sponsoring the 
first Interplanetary Motorcycle Ride and Poker Run. 
The local HOGs (Harley Owner's Group) is working 
with the planetarium staff on arrangements. The ride 
is a sanctioned event of the Peoria Grand Nationals 
Weekend, which features a number of events 
accompanying the running of the National 
Championship T.T. Race (which is part of the 
Professional Dirt Track Racing Circuit for all of you 
who are "out of the loop" on such events). The race 
draws 20,000 spectators! For more information on 
either event, contact Sheldon Schafer at (309) 686-
7009. 

WANTED: IDEAS FOR INEXPENSIVE 
SCIENCE ACTIVITIES 

Don Salvatore, Education Associate from the 
Museum of Science in Boston, is in the process of 
collecting ideas for inexpensive science activities that 
educators can conduct in their classrooms for his 
upcoming book, "Educators Cheapbook, Favorite 
Activities for Teachers." If you have ideas to submit 
or questions about the project or what activities might 
be appropriate, contact him via telephone at (617) 
589-0347, fax at (617) 589-0389 or e-mail at 
[salvatore@a 1. mos. org]. 
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SUMMER COURSE IN PLANETARIUM 
OPERATIONS 

This summer, Indiana's Ball State University will 
offer Astronomy 582/382: Instruments and Techniques 
in Planetarium Operations (3 graduate credit hours). 
This 5-day, hands-on course (which runs from July 15-
19) is for individuals seeking to make effective use of 
the planetarium facility in their school system. Topics 
include basic planetarium machine operation and 
maintenance, the design of planetarium programs, the 
production and projection of slides for the planetarium 
environment, video sources and projection, production 
of audio sound tracks and program automation. 

The class will use the Ball State University 
planetarium, which houses a Spitz A3P projector 
under a 30-foot diameter dome. The planetarium is 
newly remodeled and the star projector, slide 
projectors, video projector, laser disk player and the 
4-color room lighting system are now computer 
controlled. Out-of-state tuition remission scholarships 
are available so that recipients can pay in-state rates. 

For a packet of application materials please call: 
Ron Kaitchuck, (317) 285-8871, fax him at (317) 
285 -1624) or e-mail him at 
(OOrhkaitchuc@bsuvc. bsu. edu). 

GLPA RUSSIAN SLIDE PROJECT UPDATE 

According to Alan Pareis, the Russian Slide 
Project is proceeding well. Since March, Alan has 
been in regular e-mail contact with the Russian 
Federation IPS Representative, Zinaida Sitkova. At 
this writing he is arriving at a final list of slides to be 
duplicated. There will be 60 slides per set. Alan hopes 
to include a few extra slides containing greetings from 
the appropriate GLP A officers. 

There are presently 32 operating planetaria in the 
Russian Federation. Presently, it is hoped that 32 sets 
of 60+ slides will be delivered to a Russian attendee to 
the IP S Conference in Osaka by GLP A attendees. 

This project would not be possible without the 
countless hours that Mitch Lumen has already spent in 
choosing the slides and preparing the lists. He still has 
to duplicate them. Thanks also to David Batch, Rob 
Landis and Rick Pirko. 



ARTICLES 

An Interview with GLP A 
President April Whitt 

conducted by Bart Benjamin 

April Whitt assumed the presidency of GLP A in 
the wee hours of March 20, 1996 (the Vernal 
Equinox). She currently works at the Fernbank 
Science Center in Atlanta, Georgia. Prior to her 
accepting the position in Atlanta, she worked at the 
Adler Planetarium in Chicago. 

April received a B.S. in Education from the State 
University of New York at Fredonia and M.Ed. from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
completing the Morehead Fellowship in Planetarium 
Education and Administration. She has been a 
member of GLPA since 1984, and has served the 
organization by editing its TIPS Booklet #13 
(Astronomical Poetry) and presenting papers at many 
of its conferences. For her services, April was 
awarded the honorary status of "GLPA Fellow." She 
is also a member of MAPS, SEPA and IPS. 

I recently interviewed April "online." Here are 
my questions and her answers. 

Q. Congratulations on assuming the office of 
GLPA President. What are your feelings with 
regard to these new responsibilities? 

A. Quite honestly, sheer terror was the first feeling. 
Especially when Gary Tomlinson pointed out, "you're 
the first girl to be president." But as Dave Batch 
advised, take a deep breath and remember that the 
GLP A membership is a vibrant and dedicated regional 
group and will be a joy to work with. And I'll have 
shoulders of giants in the Executive Committee. 

Q. Correct me if I'm wrong, but you may be the 
first GLPA President that doesn't live in the Great 
Lakes region. Do you think that this will provide 
you with any special benefits or challenges? 

A. When we moved to Atlanta, I contacted then 
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President Dave Batch and Past-President Dale Smith 
to ask if I could continue to serve as President-Elect. 
They concurred that there was nothing in the by-laws 
requiring regional residence, and that with the 
proliferation of faxes and e-mail, communication could 
still carry on. I think more and more GLP A members 
will be communicating electronically in the next few 
years, too. 

Benefits? I no longer stand on an el train 
platform in January in a wind chill colder than the 
south pole. 

Q. What do you think are the strengths of 
GLPA as an organization? What area(s) may need 
improving or fine-tuning? 

A. GLPA's greatest strength is our members. New 
members are always remarking about the open and 
friendly welcomes they receive, the excellent 
presentations at the annual conferences and the wealth 
of knowledge that is freely shared. Gene Zajac 
summed it up during lunch at the last Executive 
Committee meeting: "Anyone can bring a question to 
this group and someone knows the answer!" 

I'm counting on the tnembership to let us know 
what's going well and what needs improvement. 

Q. Are there any major new directions or special 
projects that you'd like to see GLPA pursue in the 
next couple of years? 

A. I think the explosion of electronic 
communication will provide us all with challenges. 
Those of us fortunate enough to already have access 
to the Internet or e-tnail can help those new to the net. 

I'd also like to be sure we support members 
whose planetariums are faced with possible closure or 
cutbacks. 

And I'd love it if we could set up an "exchange" 
of some kind, to watch each other at work and gain 
knowledge and expertise that way. I always learn 
something new watching other planetarians teaching in 
the dome. 



ARTICLES (cont.) 

Q. Describe your first visit to a planetarium. 
Did it influence you in any way to pursue a career 
in astronomy education? What have you found 
most rewarding and most frustrating about the 
planetarium field? 

A. On the first day of classes as an undergraduate at 
the State University of New York at Fredonia, I was 
wandering through the wrong building, looking for a 
class, and saw the planetarium doors. I'd never been 
inside one (we grew up in the country and had the real 
sky) but, I knew what one was. A poster was up, 
announcing the need for planetarium operators. For 
pay! Since I was the usual poor freshman I applied, 
proved that I could tell which one of those dots was 
Jupiter and was on my way. The 30 foot dome and 
Spitz A3P were (quite literally) heaven to me! 

When I applied for the internship at Morehead, 
I told them I didn't want to go to graduate school I . ' 
Just wanted to work in the planetarium. "Well," they 
said, "you have to go to grad school in this program." 
I did, but I definitely put more into the planetarium 
than into the degree. 

Best rewards? Seeing someone understand a 
concept, seeing his or her eyes light up. Most 
frustrating? That I can't do everything I want to right 
now. Years ago at a SEP A conference, Bob Tate said 
(about dealing with paperwork or bureaucracy or 
whatever), "just remember it's a whole lot easier to 
ask forgiveness than to ask permission." 

Q. Please share with your fellow members a non
planetarium related hobby or interest of yours that 
you pursue in your spare time. 

A. . One of the best aspects of living here is being 
outsIde for most of the year. Swimming and digging 
in the garden are favorites. And a new love is roller
blading with my delightful first-grade daughter. My 
husband and I are also active in our church choir a , 
wonderful group. What spare time? 

Q. Do you have any final comments that you'd 
like to direct to the GLPA members at this time? 
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A. Please keep us informed! Take a minute to write 
a postcard (paper, electronic, anything) to any of us on 
the Executive Committee, with suggestions or 
concerns. 

And thank you for the opportunity to serve as 
your President through 1998. I'm still not sure how I 
got here, with a campaign consisting solely of the 
slogan "Vote for Jeff," but thank you for the chance! 

SovietlRussian Resource List 
Rodney M. N erdahl 

Minnea polis Planetarium 

At last year's GLP A Conference in Grand 
Rapids, I volunteered to compile a resource list of 
SovietlRussian spacecraft, cosmonauts, etc. Here is 
what I have collected so far: 

Cosmos Books. Request the "Cosmos catalog" 
for a complete description of SovietlRussian 
spaceflight books, posters, photos, slides, videos, 
~odel~ and chartered tours of Russian space facilities 
mcludmg the Baikonur Cosmodrome, "Star City" 
Cosmonaut Training Facility, Russian space museums, 
etc. Contact: Cosmos Books/Cosmos Tours; Suite 
106-381; 4200 Wisconsin Avenue NW; Washington, 
D.C. 20016-2143. Their phone number is (800) 819-
8051 or (202) 828-1954, and fax number is (202) 363-
0958. 

Space Commerce Corporation. $10 buys a 
114-page "Soviet Space Slide Catalog," which lists a 
huge collection of historic and current SovietlRussian 
sp~ce images that are available as slides, negatives, 
pnnts or transparencies. Cost per item is $10. Space 
Commerce Corporation is the U.S. representative of 
the "Energia Design Bureau," which has produced 
most of Russia's rockets and spacecraft. Contact: 
Space Commerce Corporation; 5718 Westheimer 
Road; Houston, TX 77057. Their phone number is 
(713) 977-1543. 

Hansen Planetarium has a 20-s1ide set called 
"Soviets in Space" (stock number 1581-4) that 
features both historical and current SovietlRussian 
spaceflight images (including Gagarin in his Vostok 
capsule, Leonov's spacewalk, a Lunokhod moon 
rover, Salyut and Mir space station, and shots of 
Soyuz, Proton and Energia-Buran rocket launches. 



ARTICLES (cont.) 

The cost is $20 plus shipping and handling. Contact: 
Hansen Planetarium Publications; 1845 South 300 
West #A; Salt Lake City, UT 84115-1804. Their 
telephone number is (801) 483-5400. Their fax 
number is (801) 483-5484. 

Final Frontier Magazine. Their catalog 
contains many books, videos, pins, patches, models, 
etc. concerning SovietlRussian spaceflight. Contact: 
Final Frontier Space Collectibles; 1017 South 
Mountain Avenue; Monrovia, CA 91016. Their phone 
number is (800) 245-8627 and their fax number is 
(818) 932-1036. 

NASA Johnson Space Center Still Image 
Library loans slides, prints and transparencies of the 
Mir space station and Soyuz spacecraft taken during 
recent joint Space Shuttle and Mir 
rendezvous/docking missions, including STS-63, STS-
71, STS-74 and STS-76. Contact: NASA JSC Still 
Image Library; Media Services Branch! AP3; P. O. Box 
58425; 1020 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 102; 
Houston, TX 77058. Their phone number is (713) 
483-4231. 

East View Publishing sells a variety of 
materials, including a CD-ROM containing an 
excellent collection of SovietlRussian spacecraft 
images. Contact: East View Publishing; 3020 Harbor 
Lane North; Plymouth, MN 55447. Their phone 
number is (612) 550-0961. 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE (cont. from page 3) 

You may notice than whenever possible, I have 
included the street addresses and e-mail addresses of 
GLP A officers, Executive Committee members and 
State Chairs. Please let me know if your e-mail 
address is listed incorrectly or changes in the future. 
That way, if any of your colleagues want to reach you, 
they will be able to. I am also in the process of 
developing a GLP A e-mail directory, with assistance 
from the state chairpersons. Please refer to the 
Bulletin Board section for more details. 

The GLP A Newsletter is only as good as the 
submissions that I receive. In preparation for the 
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autumn newsletter, please send any state news to your 
state chairperson by July 24th and any other 
newsletter submissions to me by August 1st. Have a 
wonderfui summer in the meantime! 

1996 GLP A Conference Preview 

The 32nd annual Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association (GLPA) Conference will be held at the 
Minneapolis Planetarium in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
from October 23-26, 1996. This is the third time that 
Minneapolis has hosted a GLP A conference, the prior 
two having taken place in 1969 and 1979. 

Conference highlights include speaker and comet 
discoverer Alan Hale ofHale-Bopp fame! The Spitz 
lecturer will be John Hare, formerly of the Abrams 
and Bishop (Bradenton) Planetariums and now with 
Ash Enterprises. Also hear astronomers Dr. James 
Kaler from the University of Illinois and Dr. 
Lawrence Rudnick from the University of 
Minnesota. Other activities include portable 
planetarium workshops, Science Museum and OMNI 
film tour, and the Spitz Friday night banquet on the 
51st floor of the IDS building. See pages 16 and 17 
for preliminary conference forms. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium was built in 1961 
and houses a very unique Spitz Model C projector that 
hangs suspended by the ceiling. People wishing more 
information can contact: Robert Bonadurer or Rodney 
Nerdahl; Minneapolis Planetarium; 300 Nicollet Mall; 
Minneapolis, MN 55401. Their phone number is 
(612) 372-6543 or you can e-mail your inquiry to Bob 
at [bonadure@mazel.spa.umn.edu]. 

National Website for Education 

Teachers, students and parents are discovering 
that the Internet can be used as a valuable educational 
tool. A new website, called EduZone 
[http://www.eduzone.com] offers the most 
comprehensive site for educational resources and 
information on the World Wide Web. For more 
information, contact Gerry Cincotta at NYBOR 
Corporation at (800) 861-5316 or via e-mail at 
[gcincotta@nybor.com] . 



t6§EILER 
I NSTRLJIVIENT 

170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119. 

"The ZKP3 is fantastic ... 
It projects the moon phases 
with a realism I never knew 

possible in a planetarium. 
Its smaller size opens up 

the sky much better for many 
students. I don't have to worry 
about pointing out Sirius, and 

having half the class unable to 
see what I'm pointing to." 

-Jim Beaber, Director 
Robert H. Johnson Planetarium 

Lakewood, Colorado 

Installed in Jefferson County 
School District's Robert H. 

Johnson Planetarium in 1995, 
the ZKP3 Skymaster projector 

from Zeiss has exceeded Jim 
Beaber's expectations. Designed 
to fit new or existing dome sizes 

of 16 to 36 feet, the ZKP3 is 
small in dimensions, but versa

tile in performance. It's starfield 
will project over 7000 stars and 
can be custom designed to cus

tomer specifications. Control 
desk and computer automation 

are part of the basic system. 

The ZKP3· 
Quality performance. 
Compact & versatile. 

For more information about 
the Skymaster ZKP3, the 

Starmaster ZMP, or 
Universarium MVIII 

call Pearl Reilly at 
1-800-726-8805. 

Zeiss. Seeing is Believing. 

New Orleans Sales Office:1-BOO-726-BB05 Fax:5D4-764-7665 email:Plreilly@AOL.com 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
New Carlisle, Indiana, March 23,1996 

PRESENT: April Whitt, Pres.; Dan Francetic, Pres.-Elect; 
David Batch, Past-Pres.; David Parker, Sec/Treas.; Bart Ben
jamin, Publ. Chair; David DeRemer, Edu. Chair; Daie Smith, 
NPC Rep.; Sue Reynolds, LP.S. Rep.; Gary Sampson, lnstr. 
Mat. Chair; Gene Zajac, Memb. Chair; Gary Tomlinson, Conf. 
Planning Chair; and Bob Bonadurer, 1996 Conference Co-Host 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Tomlinson moved the min
utes of the last Executive Committee meeting, Oct. 21, 1995, be 
approved as printed. Seconded by Benjamin. Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Parker distributed a financial 
summary ofGLPA activities from October 1,1995, to March 

23, 1996, as follows: 

Receipts: 
GLPA Dues 
1995 Conference 
1 995 Conference seed money 
GLPA Gift Shop 

7,815.00 
3,960.65 
3,000.00 

60.00 
13.00 
40.00 

Checking account interest 
Newsletter advertising 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 

Expe n d itu res: 
Newsletter 
1995 Proceedings 
Membership Benefits printing 
IPS travel 
GLPA postage & supplies 
Third Grade Program 
Conference planning 
Non-profit report 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

14,888.65 

906.14 
2,302.94 

84.60 
219.86 
207.95 

2,036.76 
123.14 

10.00 
5,891.39 

Checking account summary: 
balance 10/1/95 2,694.77 

14,888.65 
17,583.42 

8,000.00 
5,891.39 

ADD total receipts 
TOTAL (balance + receipts) 
SUBTRACT transfer to savings 
SUBTRACT total expenditures 
CHK.ACCT.BALANCE 3/23/96 3,692.03 

Separate Fund Accounts: 
GLPA gift shop 
Printed materials 
Slide. tape & software 
SEPARATE FUND TOTALS 

Credit union: 
balance 10/1/95 
ADD transfer from checking 
ADD Interest received 
C,U. BALANCE 3/23/96 

Financial Summary: 
Checking account 
Separate fund accounts 
Credit union account 

TOTAL GLPA ASSETS 

10/1/95 
33.26 

516.58 
71.15 

620.99 

3/23/96 
33.26 

550.92 
693.19 

1,277.37 

13,312.27 
8,000.00 

142.61 
21,454.88 

10/1/95 
2,694.77 

620.99 
13.312.27 
16,628.03 

3/23/96 
3,692.03 
1,277.37 

21.454.88 
26.424.28 
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The 1995 conference financial report was also reviewed. A 
t~tal of 150 official conference delegates were registered, the 
hIghest GLPA conference attendance ever. Also, additional 
corporate support and more vendors added to the positive finan
c.ial pi~ture for the conference. Benjamin moved approval of the 
fmanclal report. Seconded by DeRemer. Motion carried. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Whitt presented Dr. Batch 
with an award for his service as President of GLP A. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Batch reported Alan 
Paries has been working on the slide project to assist the Rus
sian planetarians. The project will be viewed as the beginning 
of a cooperative effort between the two groups. Paries and 
Mitch Luman have made a preliminary selection of slides 
which the Russians have reviewed-about 60 slides in each set. 
Reynolds moved GLP A accept the proposal to increase funding 
for the slide project by $100. Seconded. Motion carried. 

I.P.S. REPORT: Reynolds reported the 1996 conference 
will be in Osaka this July. The 1998 conference will be in Lon
don. The five sites bidding for the 2000 conference are Calgary, 
Charlotte, Chicago, Mexico and Montreal. Reynolds did some 
teaching in Italy and helped form a group of European Portable 
and Mini-planetaria. There is Starlab funding to bring an 
American astronomy teacher to Italy to teach for a week each 
fall. Reynolds has applications. 

A Slovokian planetarian sent Reynolds a Russian sky tales 
script with slides, which Reynolds will give to the slide bank. 

Smith reported he and Alan Gould are working on the 
LP.S. sourcebook, along with Gregg Williams. 

MEMBERSHIP: Zajac distributed lists of the 240 GLPA 
members from 35 states and three countries. Zajac will update 
membership registration forms. 

DeRemer suggested we make an effort to encourage others 
to nominate fellow planetarians for the Fellow of GLP A award. 

Zajac reviewed the progress on revising the membership 
brochure. Stating the benefits of Patron and Sustaining Mem
bers has been difficult. 

There was review of Jeff Bass' proposal for changes in the 
structure of fees, benefits, and priviledges for Patron and Sus
taining members, sponsors, and vendors. There are implications 
of additional complexity for hosts. Everyone at the conference 
should register, but all do not necessarily have to pay the same 
registration fee. 

In view of the confusion and complexity, it was decided the 
committee of Tomlinson, Bass and Zajac will prepare a policy 
to take effect for the 1996 conference. 

PUBLICATIONS: Benjamin reported the Proceedings 
were again done very well and on time. The cost was higher 
this year because the page count was almost double. An expen
sive Proceedings indicates a productive conference. Smith does 
accept and print texts from workshops if received. 

The Newsletter will be done in a new format starting in 
summer. Contributions can now be sent to Benjamin electroni
cally-by e-mail (bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us) or DOS disks. 

Some advertising is being carried in the Newsletter, and the 
issues are sent by First Class mail. 

EDUCATION: DeRemer distributed printed information 
associated with the Solar System Adventure Tour planetarium 
program. Rick Pirko is doing the slide and tape duplication for 
the program. The color slides will have black background. 
There are 115 slides; 90 color and 25 Kodalith slides in the 
show. It is meant to be run in a small theater. Parker will be 



duplicating the printed materials for the program. There are 
some terms used in the program that are not entirely correct. 
Directors should also clarify other misconceptions such as 
travel time, working in space, etc. Production notes and addi
tional effects have been added. Educational concepts covered in 
the program are presented in an outline form. Mitch Luman is 
doing the packaging and distribution of the finished program. 

It was decided that an evaluation for teachers to return to 
the planetarium director could be included in the show package, 
and if feedback is desired, questionnaires or surveys will be 
mailed to those who order the package. Terms and conditions of 
usage will also be included with the package. 

The next Newsletter will carry a new notice and a new 
deadline for ordering the show. The deadline will be October 
31. Purchase orders will be accepted. All funds from orders will 
go to the treasurer who will pay the bills. Luman will need to 
send invoices and receipts with the orders as they ship. 

A presentation of the program will be made in a Starlab at 
the conference. DeRemer may also present the program to stu
dents in a larger dome at the conference. 

Tomlinson discussed producing a Bozo show, based on the 
nationally known Bozo, the clown. The show was done at Chaf
fee with their local Bozo. It is a show about planets intended for 
pre-school and kindergarten audiences. Seven objectives have 
been written. Tomlinson will investigate collaboration with 
another planetarium to assist in the production. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Sampson said the 
TIPS Booklet #4, "Preparing and Presenting School Programs," 
is almost finished. Marilynn Bacyinski has done lots of good 
work on the project and added several valuable sections. 

TIPS Booklet #10, on the handicapped in the planetarium, 
is being compiled by Noreen Grice from Boston's Hayden 
Planetarium. Articles have been updated and sections have been 
added. Scripts or tips on how to work with the visually im
paired, hearing impaired, mobility impaired, and cognitively 
delayed are still being sought. She presented a paper at MAPS 
and has been working with video technology for signing and 
captioning in the planetarium. The captioning system will be 
demonstrated at the MAPS conference in Boston in May. 

Sampson said he did not have as many orders for printed 
materials during the conference this year and recommended 
additional time to browse the vendor and script/slide area. He 
will ask for scripts and other printed materials be submitted as 
text files on computer disk in the future. He can then send 
scripts on computer disk or by attached e-mail file. 

DEVELOPMENT: Jeff Bass, unable to attend the meet
ing, was complimented on the excellent job in preparation for 
the 1995 conference. Many of the things in Bass' report were 
discussed in the membership report. 

1996 CONFERENCE: Bob Bonadurer distributed pro
posed agendas and activities for the Oct. 23-26, 1996, confer
ence. Their projector, in the Minneapolis Public Library, a 1961 
Spitz Model "C," hangs from the ceiling. It is operated by the 
Friends of the Library. A theater near the planetarium will be 
the location of many conference activities. Vendors at the con
ference will be directly between the planetarium and the theater. 

The rates at the plush downtown hotels are very high, so 
the Regency Plaza Hotel, about seven blocks from the plan
etarium has been selected. Shuttle bus and parking are free. 
Rates are $60 single; $44 dbl. More expensive and closer hotels 
will be optional. 
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Bonadurer asked for ideas about workshops. Some busing 
will be necessary to travel to St. Paul to the Science Museum 
and Como Planetarium. Conference prices will be comparable 
to recent years. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Tomlinson suggested 
inviting Wally Haarstick, widower of former Minneapolis di
rector Maxine, to the Spitz banquet. 

Tomlinson presented a written invitation from the Cleve
land Regional Association of Planetariums to host the 1997 
GLP A Conference. It was moved and seconded to accept the 
invitation. Motion carried. 

The questionnaire results from the conference were distrib
uted by Tomlinson before the meeting. The committee will try 
to make improvements at the 1996 conference. Registrants 
should be sure to check their reservations at the hotel to help 
avoid problems. An attempt will be made to streamline the 
evaluation questionnaire. 

To assist future conference hosts, Tomlinson has made 
copies of forms, memos, and stuff, as well as the section of the 
handbook on how to host a conference. It includes information 
on the registration computer program and a "model" of the 
Grand Rapids 1995 Conference. Two included computer disks 
contain the registration program and the forms. It will supple
ment the notebook of GLP A Conference Examples. 

NATIONAL PLANETARIUM COUNCIL: Smith re
ported that NPC has not met since the fall. 

OLD BUSINESS: Batch announce the GLPA Home Page, 
<http://www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/glpa.html>. is up and running, 
in a skeletal form. Batch (dbatch@msu.edu) asked for e-mail 
about what should go on the home page. Batch also brought for 
discussion the status of the Final Report of the Planetarium 
Facilities Committee, October, 1968, position paper. The Ex
ecutive Committee approved recommending to the membership 
removal of this paper at its last meeting. At the Business Meet
ing, the paper was rescinded by vote of the membership, but 
they requested the Executive Committee explore the possibility 
or need for replacing it. 

The paper was based on two surveys, to determine what 
facilities would comprise the ideal educational facility. It con
tains some reasonable parameters, but much that is outdated. It 
does not now appear to serve a need or have a purpose. Because 
of the today' s complexity of technology and education, it was 
decided replacing the document would be difficult. The I.P.S. 
has a publication that could be of assistance in planning. Parker 
moved the Final Report of the Planetarium Facilities Committee 
not be replaced at this time. Seconded and carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: DeRemer moved Tomlinson contact 
the IRS to investigate the difference between a 501(c)(3) and a 
501(c)(6) designation and which would be best for our mem
bers. The motion was seconded and carried. 

Smith announced the Ohio Planetariums are beginning to 
gather information in order to produce an Ohio Planetarium 
book with contributions from every planetarium in the state. 
Jeanne Bishop is editing the book. 

A motion to adjourn was approved at 6:30 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted, ~/ C p~ 
David E. Parker, Sec./Treas. 



CALL FOR WORKSHOPS 
1996 GLPA Conference 

October 23-26, 1996 
Minnea polis, Minnesota 

The staff of the Minneapolis Planetarium is working hard to plan an exciting, worthwhile 
conference. In an effort to send out conference registration materials as soon as possible, they need 
to know what workshops are proposed by GLP A members. If you are interested in conducting a 
workshop, please fill out the accompanying GLP A Workshop Submission Form and send it to 
Robert Bonadurer by August 1, 1996. His address is as follows: 

Robert Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 372-6543 
e-mail: bonadure@mazel.spa.umn.edu 

Guidelines for Workshop Presenters 

1. Set the fee to cover all costs. The fee will be collected with conference registration. Submit 
your bills to the conference hosts either before the conference begins or at the conference 
itself 

2. The workshop presenter is expected to bring consumable items to the convention unless 
special arrangements have been made with the conference hosts. 

3. All workshop presenters must be GLPA members. for the year of the conference 
(i.e. October 1996 through September 1997) and must pay all conference registration fees. 

4. The presenter is expected to provide all handouts and supplies. 

5. The presenter is expected to plan the workshop prior to the conference. 

6. The presenter is expected to introduce themselves at the beginning of the workshop. 

7. The presenter is expected to provide time for questions. 

8. The presenter is expected to end the workshop on time. 

9. Each presenter will be notified of the acceptance of their workshop proposal in September. 
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GLPA WORKSHOP SUBMISSION FORM 
GLPA Conference October 23-26, 1996 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Workshops involve the delegates by actually making something (either physical or conceptual) and run for either 
45 or 90 minutes. A separate registration fee may be charged to cover costs. 

Name: --------------------------------------------------------------------
Institution: ----------------------------------------------------------------
City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _________ _ 

Telephone: ~ ______ Fax: (--.J ______ E-Mail: ____________ _ 

Proposed Workshop Title: ______________________________________________ _ 

Description of workshop for publication (attach a detailed outline listing topics and objectives): ----

Location Needed: _ planetarium _ meeting room other --------

Physical constraints (be specific, i.e. I need an empty 20 x 20 foot high room with a flat floor or I need 4 x 8 
foot tables for every 3 people who register plus chairs): ________________________________ _ 

Equipment needed (e.g. scissors for every registrant, soldering irons, overhead, etc. Be specific including the 
number needed): __________________________________________________________ _ 

Time required (check one): 45 minutes 90 minutes 

Workshop limit: __ people Are you willing to repeat the workshop? _ yes no 

Cost per participant: $ __ _ 

Special time constraints (e.g. I can't do it on Saturday or I need afternoons): ---------------------
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SHOW KITS AVAILABLE FROM THE 

DON'T DUCK, LOOK UPI 20 minutes / 108 slides / $450 

A fun, friendlY9pdinteractive exploration of the sky! Designed especially 
for Pre-K tg[,ogh 1 st graders, this is an ideal first show for primary school 

audienCf~§:Your presenter conducts this program blending live interaction with 
prerecorded segments. 

LIFE BEYOND EARTH* 31 minutes / 368 slides / $350 

Consider the possibility of life elsewhere in our galaxy and throughout the universe. 

PRODUCTION KIT INCLUDES: 
• Production Book with annotated script, 

visual list, special effects notes and 
educational materials 

• Soundtrack on cossette, 
Dolby B,C or dbx 

• Slides 

PLEASE SEND ORDER TO: 
Distribution, Davis Planetarium 
Maryland Science Center 
601 Light Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 

Make check or Purchase 
Order payable to: 

DESTINATION: UNIVERSE, OUR FUTURE IN SPACE* 38 minutes / 321 slides / $350 Maryland Science Center 
Journey into the future from a space station out to the stars. 

WORLDS OF WONDER* 25 minutes / 314 slides / $350 

Investigate some of the exciting discoveries made about the worlds in our Solar System. 

PARTNER*SHIP*EARTH* 25 minutes / 250 slides / $350 

Explore our planet from its violent birth to today and see how its wealth of resources make 

life possible. Find out how we can better preserve and enjoy the future of the world. 

... Programs funded by the Westingbouse Electric (orporation 

Indicate preferred noise reduction: 
Dolby B, Dolby C, or dbx 

For more information call the 
Davisrl~~~tarium at 
410.545.5976 
O,r fax-inquiries to 
410.545.5974 

lililf 
MARYLAND SCIENCE CENTER 

As a member of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA), you will 
receive the following benefits: 

D the opportunity to attend the annual GLP A Conference in the fall. 
D the opportunity to attend state planetarium meetings in the spring 
D subscription to the quarterly GLP A Newsletter 
D a copy of the annual Proceedings of the GLP A Conference 
D access to TIPS booklets that provide valuable ideas and suggestions. 
D access to the GLP A script bank, slide bank and software library 
D discounts on advertising rates in the GLPA Newsletter, and more! 

Don't let these valuable benefits pass you by. Join today. For more information, please contact GLPA 
Membership Chairman Gene Zajac; Shaker Heights High School; 15911 Aldersyde Drive; Shaker 
Heights, OH 44120; telephone: (216) 295-4251; e-mail: gzajac@wviz.org 

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER? 

By advertising in the GLPA Newsletter, you'll reach the decision makers from large and 
small planetariums throughout the world. Don't miss this exciting opportunity! To request 
advertising rates, please contact: Bart Benj amin; Cernan Earth and Space Center; Triton 
College; 2000 Fifth Avenue; River Grove, IL 60171. Telephone: (708) 456-0300, ext. 3408. 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following Patron and Sustaining 
Members for their support: 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$200 and up 

Astro-Tech Manufacturing, Inc. 
550 Elm Ridge Avenue 

Canal Fulton, Ohio 44614 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio Visual Imagineering 
10801 Cosmonaut Boulevard 

Orlando, Florida 32824 
Representative: Joanne McCullough 

Bowen Music Productions 
748 East Bates Street~ Suite 300 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Conic Instrument Company 
219 Worcester N.E. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
Representative: Kenneth Mosley 

East Coast Control Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 486 

Bigler, Pennsylvania 16825 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland 
600 Komas Drive 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84158 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Focal Point Systems 
1500 S.E. Hickory 

Portland, Oregon 97214 
Representative: Bruce Spainhower 

Goto Optical Manufacturing Company 
636 Southdale Way 

Woodside, California 94062 
Representative: Kimberly Ayres 

Integrated Media Group 
2499 84th Street 

Byron Center, Michigan 49315 
Representative: Larry Walburg 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
4301 32nd Street West C-l 
Bradenton, Florida 34205 

Representative: Joe Hopkins 
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Laser Fantasy International 
1721 132ndAvenue N.E. 

Bellevue, Washington 98005 
Representative: Mike Lutz 

Laser Images 
6911 Hayvenhurst Avenue 

Van Nuys, California 91406 
Representative: Gene Partyka 

Loch Ness Productions 
P.O. Box 3023 

Boulder, Colorado 80307 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Minolta Corporation 
101 Williams Drive 

Ramsey, New Jersey 07446 
Representative: Kosuke Sasaki 

Pangolin Laser Software 
10114 Lavender Flower Court 

Manassas, Virginia 22110 
Representative: Patrick Murphy 

Seiler Instrument and Manufacturing Company 
170 East Kirkham Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63119 

Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Sky Skan 
51 Lake Street 

Nashua, New Hampshire 03060 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
P.O. Box 198; Route 1 

Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 193 17 
Representative: John Schran 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$75 to $199 

Allen Memorial Planetarium 
Castle Lane Productions 

Hansen Planetarium 
Isiris Records 

Jerry Mansfield 
Strasenburgh Planetarium 

Sudekum Planetarium 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
April Whitt 

The Great Lakes Planetariwll Association has one 
overseas member at this writing: Steve Tidey is a planetarian 
in Great Britain. He and Gary Sampson both gave papers 
about astronomy education at this summer's International 
Astronomical Union meeting in London. Steve sent me a 
copy of his presentation "British Planetaria and the National 
CurriculW11". It discusses how astronomy teaching in Great 
Britain changed in 1994, from teachers fitting some 
astronomy into the school year if they could, to suddenly 
being required to teach the subject in detail when a revised 
national curriculum was introduced. The teachers' near-panic 
at teaching completely unfamiliar concepts, and their 
gratitude for the help from planetariW11s is described very 
well. (Let me know if you'd like a copy of his paper; I can 
send it by paper mail or through cyberspace.) 

I know many of us get pleas from other teachers for 
materials and activities for teaching astronomy. And we 
probably get as many from students working on science fair 
projects or research papers. Many's the time I've pulled out 
the GLP A Proceedings to contact someone in our group who 
shared an idea during a conference, or riffled through the 
back issues of the GLPA Newsletter to find a resource. 

And just when exasperation is about to set in after 
answering the twentieth telephone call about some item in the 
newspaper that has been printed incorrectly ("No sir, the 
comet is nm going to hit Earth next week. .. "), there's 
someone with a fresh perspective to give our spirits a boost. 

Our two young SWllmer volwlteers have just returned 
from a week at Space Camp in Huntsville, full of stories 
about their adventures. Listening to them reset the theater 
for a planetariW11 program is like eavesdropping on Mission 
Control: 

(continued on page 6) 
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

HappyautW11ll! With the return of school comes the 
anticipation of our annual GLPA conference. This year's 
conference is in Minneapolis, and it promises to be an 
exciting event. Our planetariunl field is changing rapidly, 
with the burgeoning of infonllation via the Internet coupled 
with technological improvements to audio, video and 
projectors. Yet, at the heart of it all, astronomy education is 
successful because of the abilities of our teachers and 
planetarians to translate this technology into understandable 
lessons. I urge everyone to attend this year's conference and 
immerse yourself in the rejuvenating waters of astronomv 
education. You'll be glad that you did. .-

Speaking of the Internet, I have printed (on pages 15 
and 16) the first "chapter" of a GLP A e-mail directory that 
lists planetarians in my home state of Illinois. By publishing 
this and subsequent chapters, I hope to assist the growing 
number of online GLP A planetarians to "reach out and e
mail someone." Since we planetarians are friendly, but 
solitary creatures, electronic mail is a "natural" for 
n~tworking with each other at a fraction of the cost of long
distance phone calls. I urge my fellow state chairs to collect 
their own e-mail lists and send them to me (via e-mail of 
course) so that all GLP A states can be so featured in future 
issues of the GLPA Newsletter. 

Since e-mail addresses have a way of changing much 
more frequently than street addresses, updating our members 
listing is likely to be an ongoing project. I am open to 
suggestions on how best to distribute this infomlation. My 
initial plans are to publish each state's listing that I receive 
in subsequent issues of the GLPA Newsletter and perhaps 
the entire e-mail list in each of our annual GLPA 
Proceedings. However, I am open to all of your ideas and 
suggestions. 

The deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA 
Newsletter is November 1, 1996. See you at the GLPA 
conference! 
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170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119. 

"The ZKP3 is fantastic ... 
It projects the moon phases 
with a realism I never knew 

possible in a planetarium. 
Its smaller size opens up 

the sky much better for many 
students. I don't have to worry 
about pointing out Sirius, and 

having half the class unable to 
see what I'm pointing to." 

-Jim Beaber, Director 
Robert H. Johnson Planetarium 

Lakewood, Colorado 

Installed in Jefferson County 
School District's Robert H. 

Johnson Planetarium in 1995, 
the ZKP3 Skymaster projector 

from Zeiss has exceeded Jim 
Beaber's expectations. Designed 
to fit new or existing dome sizes 

of 16 to 36 feet, the ZKP3 is 
small in dimensions, but versa

tile in performance. It's starfield 
will project over 7000 stars and 
can be custom designed to cus

tomer specifications. Control 
desk and computer automation 

are part of the basic system. 

The ZKP3· 
Quality performance. 
Compact & versatile. 

For more information about 
the Skymaster ZKP3, the 

Starmaster ZMP, or 
Universarium MVIII 

call Pearl Reilly at 
1-800-726-8805. 

Zeiss. Seeing is Believing. 

New Orleans Sales Office:1-BOO-726-BB05 Fax:5D4-764-7665 email:Plreilly@AOL.com 



STATE NEWS 

Chainnan: 

ILLINOIS 

Bart Benjamin 
Ceman Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove. Illinois 60171 
(708) 456-0300, ext. 3408 
e-mail: bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us 

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago will be presenting their 
own production of Comets are Coming and a new production 
called Seeing the Invisible Universe. This latter show focuses on 
astronomy conducted beyond the visible spectrum and the 
Compton Gamma Ray Observatory. In conjunction with the new 
show, Adler will also be opening a new exhibit called the "Adler
Ameritech Space News Center." This exhibit will introduce the 
public and the media to new discoveries in astronomy and space 
science as they happen. With each new discovery, the local media 
will receive videos, photographs and press releases and the general 
public will be able to access the information by visiting the exhibit 
and via the Internet. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton College in 
River Grove will present Spaceship Earth and the children's show 
Dinosaurs in Space in September and early October, and the C-
360 film Genesis: The Story of Earth and the children's show 
Teddy and the Rickety Rocket thereafter until Thanksgiving. The 
Cernan Center's Monthly Skywatch series and four different laser 
light shows will also be presented during this time. 

The DUnois State University Planetarium will debut its 
new program Bear Tales (and Other Grizzly Stories) in 
September. This program presents stories from ancient Greece and 
Egypt to modem tales such as Blackbeard the Pirate. The ISU 
Planetarium continues to host public observing sessions once a 
month. 

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria, is 
currently featuring Welcome to the Universe, the JHE show with 
spectral information and audience participation added. Laser light 
shows will begin with a Halloween presentation and continue 
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through the solstice season. Saturday mornings during the school 
year include a rotating schedule of children's shows with a 
hands-on activity before each one. In co-operation with the local 
Girl Scout council, these have been coordinated to the 
requirements for Brownie and Girl Scout badges. The Community 
Solar System rides drew great response, both for the bicycle ride 
in July and the motorcycle ride in August. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College is currently showing InnerSpace, a new multi-media 
production that examines the miraculous workings of the human 
body, using cinemicrography and fiber optics. This will run until 
Thanksgiving when a new version of Rites of the Season will 
premiere. In addition, Prairie Skies is shown on Fridays and 
Teddy's Quest on Saturdays. The light show featuring the music of 
The Doors will change to The Age of Aquarius, our '60's show, 
after a run of our Halloween spectacular. The public is invited to 
view the total lunar eclipse at the planetarium on September 26th. 
Jim Kaler will give a talk on pseUdoscience on December 6th. 

The Olivet Nazarene University Planetarium in 
Kankakee has hired a new planetarium director -- Brock Schroder. 
Formerly a student operator at Olivet, Brock went on to get his 
Masters in Education, and has been serving as the Program 
Coordinator for the Detroit Science Center for the past two years. 
Congratulations, Brock! 

Chairman: 

INDIANA 

Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

Dan Goins of the Martinsville High School Planetarium 
attended the American Astronomical Society Teacher Resource 
Agent project in Flagstaff, Arizona this summer. While 
participating in the project, Dan visited Lowell Observatory and 
the observatory of Northern Arizona University where he did CCD 
imaging with a 72-inch telescope. The AASTRA workshop 
emphasizes a hands-on approach to the sciences using astronomy 
as the base subject. Dan's work is not over, because in order to 
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complete their course work, participants must conduct two hands
on workshops a year for two years. Dan and a colleague, David 
Williams (a physical science/earth science teacher from st. Cloud, 
Minnesota) will be offering a two-hour workshop at the GLP A 
Conference. The workshop is entitled "The Great 3-D Seasonal 
Constellation Workshop." 

Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck and the Ball State University 
Planetarium conducted a course entitled "Instruments and 
Techniques of Planetarium Operation," a three-hour Graduate 
Course (Astronomy 582). Ron was assisted by Gregg Williams of 
the Merrillville Community Planetarium and Mark Reed of the 
Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson, Michigan. Indiana 
GLP A members Peggy Gebhart and Alan Pareis attended the 
course. Alan found the course "fantastic" and plans on writing an 
article on his experience for a future issue of the GLPA Newsletter. 

Welcome to new GLPA members Richard N. French III and 
Andy Rossow. Both joined while attending Dr. Kaitchuck's course. 
Richard is a teacher in the Indianapolis area and Andy is a teacher 
in Coldwater, Michigan. 

Chainnan: 

MICHIGAN 

Lisa Daly 
Upton Middle School Planetarium 
800 Maiden Lane 
St. Joseph. Michigan 49085 
(616) 982-4631 
fax: (616) 982-0706 

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing is producing an 
original show production entitled From Stardust to Infinity: A 
Cosmic Journey, which opens on September 27th. They continue 
to show Lany, Cat in Space and a live autumn sky show. 

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids recently hosted 
the Digistar User's Group. The planetarium will close for three 
weeks in September to work on the chamber, reopening on 
October 2nd with Cosmic Perceptions. 

The Delta College Planetarium and Science Center has 
acquired Garry Beckstrom as its Show Manager. He reports that 
the theater will be completed in September, that the interactive 
seats are in and the Digistar will arrive before this newsletter is in 
your hands. All this is an upgrade from the world's only operating 
Spitz A-3. Congratulations and best ofluck to you, Gany! 
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The Kalamazoo Public Planetarium is running 17 shows 
simultaneously each week! Included in this extensive repertoire is 
The Little Star that Could, Dome Improvements and Cosmic 
Catastrophes. Attendance has been great, and plans are being 
made to produce a program about the Underground Railroad. 

The Longway Planetarium in Flint has been breaking 
attendance records this summer! Their popular evening laser show 
Symphony of the Stars is continuing, along with their two main 
shows, Galaxies and Our Place in Space. Director Mike Gardner 
hopes to fill the Producer/Assistant to the Director position soon. 
He may be reached at (810) 760-1181. 

The McMath Planetarium at the Cranbrook Institute in 
Bloomfield Hills reports a busy summer as well. They are working 
on an in-house production called Night of the Planet, which will 
premiere this fall. They have also been sponsoring telescope 
viewing for museum visitors and presenting star and laser shows. 
Their laser show Modern Rock continues through the fall. 

Chainnan: 

OHIO 

Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green Sttlte University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

Two Ohioans, Joe DeRocher and Dale Smith, attended the 
IPS Conference in Japan and in the most literal sense brought the 
greetings of their state to the Land of the Rising Sun -- the Japanese 
word for "good moming" is pronounced "ohiol!. Joe and Dale also 
enjoyed the pre- and post-conference tours showcasing the best of 
Japanese culture: temples from the historic past and Minolta and 
Goto factories from the technological present. 

Rick Pirko writes that lithe fanliliar face of Warren Young 
[is back] prowling the hallways of Ward-Beecher" after an 
extended illness. Welcome back, Warren! Are you getting ready 
for the GLP A Conference in 201 O? (Warren hosts GLP A at 
intervals of one saros cycle and 2010 is the next cycle after 1972 
and 1991.) 

Speaking of "Wan'ens", the Warren Western Reserve 
School Planetarium is re-opening this fall with a new director 
(Ron Kozel) as well as all-new projection galleries and mE 
automation. The Warren Planetarium is located a few miles from 
Youngstown and had been closed for a decade. Welcome, Ron, 
and best wishes! I remember seeing this planetarium several years 
ago when it was closed and it's nice to know that it's open again. 



ST A TE NEWS (cont.) 

WISCONSIN I MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Allen 
University of Wisconsin Planetarium 
Department of Physics; Cowley Hall 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601 
(608) 785-8669 
e-mail: robert_allen@uwlax.edu 

For September, October and November, the Minneapolis 
Planetarium is running Amazing Stargazing (Minneapolis 
Planetarium and Radio Oz), Honey, I Shnmk The Universe 
(Minneapolis Planetarium), and Through The Eyes Of Hubble 
(Buhl Planetarium). They will also show The Far Side Of 
Halloween (Minneapolis Planetarium and Strasenburgh 
Planetarium) in October. 

Dave DeRemer of the Honvitz Planetarium (Waukesha, 
WI) taught a summer introductory astronomy course at Carroll 
College of Waukesha. He will be lUnning The Mars Show (Loch 
Ness Productions) for his October public program and Honey, I 
Shrunk The Universe (Minneapolis Planetarium) in November. 

The University of Wisconsin - La Crosse Planetarium 
suffered water damage to its main insttument and auxiliary control 
system in July. The Spitz A3P may be back in operation in 
mid-September and new auxiliary controls may be operational by 
early November. A newly installed eyewash machine in a Biology 
Department lab directly _above the dome room was the source of 
the water leak. An improperly crimped (at the factory) hose was 
the cause. 

Correction: In the spring GLPA Newsletter, it was 
reported that Gary Sampson was taking a group of students 
to London. This was not the case. Rather, Gary presented a 
paper on "A High School Astronomy Course for a Wide 
Range of Student Abilities" at the International Astronomical 
Union education colloquium at the University College London. 
(See the President's Message). 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

"321 projectors." 
"321! Check!" 
"Those should be at one past the grid." 
"Grid! Check!" 

We were blessed with eager helpers this summer. These two 
young ladies have assisted with the sunspot viewing set-up for the 
stUI11ller visitors, reset planetarium programs and given portions of 
some, helped to seat groups of day campers spending a rainy day 
inside, provided some of the recorded voices for the fall children's 
planetarium program, searched the Internet and printed out the 
latest Hubble images, and sold souvenirs from the "Shop Cart." I 
have also now heard the names of every character that has ever 
appeared on Star Trek (the new one) and their planets of origin. 

A father and daughter team helped out in the observatory. 
During open houses, they set up an II-inch Celestron and helped 
answer questions from the public. They cleaned eyepieces, washed 
cabinets, dusted pollen, repaired the Telrad finder and realigned it. 
Both are enthusiastic amateur astronomers who look on this place 
as a kind of Mecca. Despite the heat and humidity (and sometimes 
mosquitoes of vampire bat proportions), they've been a cheerful, 
positive pair. 

Ashleigh Brilliant has created a series of postcards that 
express it perfectly: "The world may seem like an unfriendly place, 
but here and there are friendly creatures hiding in it." (I think I'm 
close on that quote). 

See all you friendly creatures in Minneapolis! 

Attention Planetarians 

Is there news from your planetarium that is not 
appearing in the State News section? If so, please 
send whatever information you have to your state 
chairperson by late October so that it can appear in the 
next issue of the GLPA Newsletter. Better yet, bring 
it to the conference and hand it to either your state 
chairperson or the GLP A Editor, Bart Benjamin. 



SHOW KITS AVAILABLE FROM THE 

PAVIS PLANETARIUM 
I 

f
' DON'T DUCK, LOOK UPI 20 minutes / 108 slides / $450 

A fun, friendly ond interactive exploration of the sky! Designed especially 

for Pre-K through 1 st graders, this is an ideal first show for primary school 

I

I audiences. Your presenter conducts this program blending live interaction with 

prerecorded segments. 

• LIFE BEYOND EARTH· 31 minutes / 368 slides / $350 
I ! Consider the possibility of life elsewhere in our galaxy and throughout the universe. 

t DESTINATION: UNIVERSE, OUR FUTURE IN SPACE· 38 minutes / 321 slides / $350 
Journey into the future from a space station out to the stars. 

• WORLDS OF WONDER· 25 minutes / 314 slides / $350 . 
I Investigate some of the exciting discoveries made about the worlds in our Solar System. 

-I· ~:::::~';~::'f~:R:~~alen~!i~~nt~~::a:~~dsl:~:s !a;~:~ealth of resources make 
life possible. Find out how we can better preserve and enjoy the future of the world. 

I 
* Programs funded by the Westinghouse Eleciric Corporation 

PRODUCTION KIT INCLUDES: 
• Production Book with annotated script, 

visual list, special effects notes and 
educational materials 

• Soundtrack on cossette, 
Dolby B,C or dbx 

• Slides 

PLEASE SEND ORDER TO: 
Distribution, Davis Planetarium 
Maryland Science Center 
601 light Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 

Make check or Purchase 
Order payable to: 
Maryland Science Center 

Indicate preferred noise reduction: 
Dolby B, Dolby (, or dbx 

For more information call the 
Davis Planetarium at 
410.545.5976 
or fax inquiries to 
410.545.5974 

MARYLAND SCIENCE CENTER 

As a member of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA), you will 
receive the following benefits: 

• the opportunity to attend the annual GLP A Conference in the fall. 
• the opportunity to attend state planetarium meetings in the spring 
• subscription to the quarterly GLP A Newsletter 
• a copy of the annual Proceedings of the GLP A Conference 
• access to TIPS booklets that provide valuable ideas and suggestions. 
• access to the GLP A script bank, slide bank and software library 
• discounts on advertising rates in the GLPA Newsletter, and more! 

Don't let these valuable benefits pass you by. Join today. For more information, please contact GLPA 
Membership Chairman Gene Zajac; Shaker Heights High School; 15911 Aldersyde Drive; Shaker 
Heights, OH 44120; telephone: (216) 295-4251; e-mail: gzajac@wviz.org 

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE GLPA NEWSLETTER? 

By advertising in the GLPA News/etter, you'll reach the decision makers from large and 
small planetariums throughout the world. Don't miss this exciting opportunity! To request 
advertising rates, please contact: Bart Benjamin; Cernan Earth and Space Center; Triton 
College; 2000 Fifth Avenue; River Grove, IL 60171. Telephone: (708) 456-0300, ext. 3408. 

8 



BULLETIN BOARD 

MESSAGE FROM STScI 

Greetings from Space Telescope Science Institute! 
Many of you may not be aware that the Office of Public 
Outreach at STScI has a new contact person for the 
planetarium and science museum community. My name is 
Prue Campbell and I'll be handling the requests you used to 
send to Rob Landis. In pursuit of his career interests, Rob 
has moved from Outreach to the technical side of the 
Institute. (I want to thank Rob for the enthusiastic support 
he has given us. Congratulations on the career move!) 

I have been working in planetaria for the last ten years, 
and I look forward to supporting you in our efforts to educate 
and inspire. At the Institute, we are currently reviewing how 
we can best serve you. How are we doing? Is there a service 
we provide that you find particularly useful or exciting? 
Could we do a better job? I'm hoping you will take a 
moment to drop me a line and let us know what you think. 
Your input is critical to this process. You can contact me at: 
Prue Campbell; Office of Public Outreach; Space Telescope 
Science Institute; 3700 San Martin Drive; Baltimore, MD 
21218. My phone number is (410) 338-4834 and my e-mail 
address is <campbell@stsci.edu>. You may also contact me 
through the Outreach Office at (410) 338-4562, fax me at 
(410) 338-4579 or send e-mail to the department at 
<outreach@stsci.edu>. I look forward to hearing from you! 

DOME-L DIGEST 

If you've ventured into the world of Internet and e
mail, you may be interested in subscribing to a free service 
known as the Dome-L Digest. Published and e-mailed to you 
at least once a week, this online planetarium information 
service provides a forum for planetarium related questions 
and answers, job listings and the opportunity to pose your 
question and planetarium experiences to nearly 400 (at last 
count) of your fellow planetarians scattered throughout the 
world. 

In the words of the Dome-L Digest administrator and 
moderator Tom Hocking (formerly the Education 
Coordinator at the Morehead Planetarium in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina), "the purpose of Dome-L is to foster more 
rapid communication among the members of the planetarium 
community and to encourage discussions of a timely nature 
among the participants gathered on this list. II To subscribe, 
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send a message to <listserv@unc.edu> containing only the 
following line: 

subscribe dome-l Firstname Lastname 

For more information, please e-mail Tom Hocking at 
<starman@unc.edu>. 

SEEKING LOW-TECH SPECIAL 
EFFECTS 

Dan Goins is editing a TIPS booklet on inexpensive 
low tech special effects. Dan is ready to receive your plans 
for the special effects you have found useful. You can bring 
your camera-ready plans to Dan at the conference, or mail 
them to: Dan Goins; Planetarium Director; Martinsville High 
School; 1360 E. Gray Street; Martinsville, IN 46151. If 
you have questions you can also contact Dan via e-mail at 
<dgoins@scican.net>, though Dan cautions not to send your 
actual drawings and descriptions that way. 

ST ARLAB TRANSPARENT 
CYLINDER CONTEST 

During the IPS '96 Japan conference there was a three 
hour workshop for portables. At this time the new "Starlab 
Transparent Cylinder Contest" was announced. The purpose 
of this contest is to inspire creative uses of the Starlab 
Transparent (clear) Cylinder. A collection of quality 
drawings and curriculunl materials for use with the Starlab 
Transparent Cylinder will be published in a manual and 
made available to planetarians of the world community. 
(Transparent cylinders will be provided to contestants at an 
extremely reduced cost or at no cost in some cases.) 

Qualifying participants include anyone submitting a 
comprehensive proposal that indicates the topic to be 
explored and ideas for pre/post activities that will be 
developed. First, second and third prizes will be a $1,000 
certificate, $600 certificate and a $250 certificate, 
respectively. These certificates may be used toward the 
purchase of any Learning Technologies, Inc. products. As an 
Honorable Mention award, the initial charges (cylinder cost 
plus shipping) will be refunded to each contestant who 

慬猠 that qualifies for use in the curriculum 
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manual, even if they are not chosen as first, second or third 
place contest winner. The deadline for entry is July 31, 
1997. If you have any questions or want to request more 
infonnation, please write, call or e-mail: Learning 
Technologies, Inc.; Transparent Cylinder Contest; 40 
Cameron Avenue; Somerville, MA 02144. Their phone 
number is (800) 537-8703 or (617) 628-1459, their fax 
number is (617) 628-8606 and their e-mail address is 
<starlab@aol.com>. 

A shorter version of the IPS workshop will be given at 
the GLP A conference this fall. You can also find out more 
about how to prepare drawings for the transparent cylinder 
and how to enter this contest during the GLP A workshop 
entitled "The Sky is not the Limit. " 

RUSSIAN SLIDE PROJECT UPDATE 

The Russian Slide Project is progressing, though 
slowly. Unfortunately, the Russian IPS representatives were 
unable to attend the IPS Conference. We had hoped to 
deliver the slides to them during the conference. So we are 
still trying to settle the delivery logistics. Shipping the slides 
seems out of the question for a number of reasons. Once the 
delivery logistics are solved, the slides will be duplicated and 
packaged. If anyone is going to Russia or knows of someone 
who is going any time this year or even in early 1997, please 
contact Alan Pareis at (219) 432-8786 or (812) 299 -2988, 
or e-mail himat<parvanlav@aol.com>. 

A WEEK IN THE NORTH OF ITALY 

A proposal is made again this year for an American 
planetarium operator to win transportation from the United 
States, along with bed and meals from Tuesday to Sunday. 
The operator will present lessons to high school students, 
teachers and the public (in English). There will be ample 
time to do some sightseeing too. Two GLP A members have 
already been chosen for this exciting adventure: Susan 
Reynolds in 1995 and Jeanne Bishop in 1996. The next 
deadline for applications is June 1, 1997. For more 
infonnation and an application, please contact: Susan 
Reynolds; OCM BOCES Planetarium; PO Box 4774; 
Syracuse, NY 13221. Her phone number is (315) 433-2671 
or (315) 433-2668. Her fax number is (315) 433-1530 and 
her e-mail address is <sreynold@}ocmvm.cnyric.org>. 
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LIVE FROM MARS 

Now you and your students can travel to Mars! In 
November and December 1996, NASA wiH launch two 
missions to Mars. By way of the Internet and interactive 
video, students across America and around the world will 
have a unique opportunity to travel along with the robotic 
spacecraft! 

Live From Mars is the latest in the ongoing series of 
"electronic field tripsll offered by Passport to Knowledge, the 
innovative distance leanling project which created Live from 
Antarctica and most recently Live from the Hubble Space 
Telescope. Together with NASA JPL's Mars Exploration 
Directorate, and with additional support from NSF and 
public television, Live from Mars will include four live, 
interactive video programs accessible via PBS stations and 
NASA-TV; extensive online materials ranging from simple 
e-mail to a graphics-rich web site and opportunities for 
online collaborations and a printed teacher's guide, poster 
and other materials. 

The Pathfinder mission is slated to land on Mars on 
July 4, 1997. Live from Mars provides an opportunity to 
celebrate and understand humanity's exploration of our solar 
system as never before. Live from Mars will debut with a 
live pre-launch telecast on N ovem ber 19, 1996 when one or 
more spacecraft will be "on the pad." Reports from Cape 
Canaveral and the question "Why Mars?" will be the focus 
of this first program in the series. A second program is 
scheduled for April 24, 1997 and will show how scientists 
and engineers at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena plan and control missions to the planets. 

Both programs will air live on NASA TV at 
13:00-14:00 eastern time on the above dates. C-BAND-
NASA-TV: Spacenet 2, 69 degrees West, transponder 5, 
channel 9, horizontal frequency, 3880 MHz, audio on 6.8. 
(please check current NASA-TV schedules close to air time!) 
Ku-Band: PBS K-12 Learning Services, Telestar 401, 97 
degrees West, transponder 8 will also carry the programs. 
(Check your local listings!) 

Progranls three and four will be scheduled within the 
upcoming months. Teacher's kits supporting the Live From 
Mars electronic field trip will be available this fall. Ordering 
information will be available by calling 1-800-626-LIVE. 
Teacher's kits include hands-on materials, lessons and related 
resources. Orders for kits should be sent to: Passport to 
Knowledge; P.O. Box 1502; Summit, NJ 07901 

Money orders, checks and purchase orders will be 
accepted. Two ordering options will be available: 1) 
teacher's guide only for $10 or 2) teacher's kit (includes 
teacher's guide, NASA JPL support materials and training 
tape) for $99. Please await further information before 
ordering the kit or guide. Infonnation will be available by 
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August 15th via the 800 number above and online via the 
"updates-Ifm" mailing list. 

For those educators who cannot access the live 
telecasts, NASA Core makes videotapes available at cost. 
Contact NASA Core by calling (216) 774-1051, Ext. 293 or 
Ext. 294. NASA Core's e-mail address IS: 

<nasaco@leeca8.1eeca.ohio.gov>. 
A vital resource supporting the Live From Mars 

project is the Live From Mars (NASA K-12 Internet 
Initiative) web site located at: 
<http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/mars/>.Tokeepup-to-date,join 
the "updates-Ifm" mailing list by sending a message to: 
<listmanager@quest.arc.nasa.gov>. In the body of the 
message, write: subscribe updates-Ifm 

Questions concerning the Passport to Knowledge 
electronic field trips can be sent to: Jan Wee, Education 
Outreach Coordinator, at <:janw@quest.arc.nasa.gov> or by 
calling (608) 786-2767 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. central 
time. 

ASTRONOMY WRITING CONTEST 

The Griffith Observatory, in the interest of stimulating 
the flow of infonnation between scientists, science writers 
and the public, announce the sponsorship by Rockwell of a 
new annual offering of awards for the best articles in 
astronomy, astrophysics and space science. Awards will be 
made on February 1, 1997 for the articles which best 
communicate material of current or historic interest in 
astronomy, astrophysics and space science to the average 
reader. Articles must be a minimun1 of 10 and a maximum of 
15 pages in length, typewritten (double-spaced) in English 
and accompanied by a brief biographical sketch of the 
author. At least two finished, camera-ready ink diagrams, 
graphs or photographs must be included. The author's name 
and title of the article should appear only on a cover sheet 
and not on the pages of the article itself. 

Cash awards will be given, which include $750 for 
First Prize, $350 for Second Prize, $250 for Third Prize, 
$200 for Fourth Prize and $75 for Honorable Mention. All 
articles must be postmarked by December 1, 1996. Please 
address all articles to: Awards COlnn1ittee~ c/o Griffith 
Observatory; 2800 East Observatory Road; Los Angeles, 
CA 90027. Their phone nun1ber is (213) 664-1181. 
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TOYOTA TAPESTRY GRANTS FOR 
TEACHERS 

Up to $500,000 each year is available to teachers who 
propose innovative one-year programs with budgets of up to 
$10,000 that will enhance science education in their schools. 
These grants are available to science teachers in grades K-12. 
To apply, obtain the Toyota Tapestry Proposal Cover Form 
from your science department chair (they will be mailed in 
September) or contact the National Science Teachers 
Association by phone at (800) 807-9852, write them at: 
Toyota Tapestry; c/o NSTA; 1840 Wilson Boulevard' 
Arlington, VA 22201-3000 or e-mail Eric Crossley a~ 
<ecrossley@nsta.org>. The deadline for applications is 
January 22, 1997. 

Don't miss the GLPA Conference 
October 23-26, 1996 Minneapolis, MN 

~ee page 13 for conference highlights and 
how to contact the conference host for 
more infonnation about this stellar event. 

Don't miss it! 



ARTICLES 

IPS '96: A Personal Reflection 
Dale Smith 

Bowling Green State University Plm. 

When IPS was founded in the 1970's, it was 
primarily an American organization. With conferences in 
Vancouver and Monterey in the 1980's, the "I" came in 
practice to mean Canada and Mexico. When the first 
conference outside North America was held in Sweden in 
1990, the "I" in practice expanded to include Europe. 
Through the efforts of many people including IPS President 
Bill Gutsch, the international flavor of the 1994 Florida 
conference brought in the lands of the fonner Soviet bloc 
countries. 

Meanwhile the groundwork was being laid for the 
first conference in Asia. When IPS '96 convened in Osaka in 
mid-July, the sun rose on a whole new world of Japanese and 
Asian planetariums. More accurately, we North Americans 
saw, perhaps for the first time, a whole new world of 
planetariums on the planet's largest continent. Now, IPS is 
truly a global community. Once, it was said that the sun 
never set on the now-vanished empire whose capital city 
(London) will host IPS in 1998. But now it can be said 
instead that the sun does not set on the planetariums of our 
empire, the International Planetarium Society, that girdles the 
globe today. At almost every hour of almost every day, an 
IPS planetarium somewhere on the earth is teaching the 
wonders of the cosmos. The "I" in IP S has finally and finnly 
and forever come to mean "International." 

During the conference I was especially struck with 
a morning plenary session called the Asia Forum. In it, 
speakers from Kuwait, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Singapore, 
Vietnam, Hong Kong, China (Beijing), and Japan spoke of 
planetaria and science education efforts in their countries and 
brought to us the same enthusiasm and quality they bring to 
their audiences at home. 

We were all impressed with the superb organization 
of the conference. The sessions ran efficiently and on time 
and we shared and paired and learned from each other about 
education, networking, hardware and hands-on, as we do at 
every conference. 

The paper sessions, the workshops and the plenary 
sessions were all bilingual with either consecutive or 
simultaneous translation. And -- you should have heard the 
gasp of the translator when she heard IPS President Jim 
Manning deliver the opening address in Japanese and 
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suddenly realized that she had to translate from Japanese lQ 
English as this American spoke. Kudos to Jim!! We were all 
impressed. 

We were also impressed with the state-of-the-art 
facilities that we saw and heard about. Japan is home to 
nearly 300 planetariums, many 12 meters or larger, superbly 
equipped, and delivering first-class science education to their 
audiences and classes. 

But most of all, we were impressed with and touched 
by the warmth and hospitality of the Japanese welcome. We 
found new colleagues and friends eager to welcome us to 
their land and to share the excitement of their planetarium 
work and hear of ours. We delighted in the new tastes of 
Japanese food, deciphered the artistry of Japanese writing, 
deferred to the Japanese habit of dressing up for the 
conference sessions, and discovered the genuine warmth of 
our Japanese hosts. The smiles we shared, the stars we share 
and the sincere efforts at sharing our professional knowledge 
and personal insights and good will were all a common 
language that helped to bond us together. Three buffet 
suppers (standing room only, all standing room because there 
weren't any chairs) and built-in free time during the day 
provided ample time to mix and meet each other. Yes, it was 
expensive and yes it was many time zones away (11 hours 
time shift and over $1,200 from Detroit for this writer), but 
it was worth every dollar and yen and hour of body time 
adjustment. Tadao Nakano and his staff at the Osaka 
Science Center were wonderful and considerate hosts for this 
most international of conferences and have set a high 
standard for future conferences to follow! 

Two day-trips to Kyoto and Nara preceding the 
conference brought us to Buddhist temples, Shinto shrines 
and shogun palaces. We paused in these places of 
contemplation and seats of imperial power and enjoyed a 
respite from the congestion of the modem cities as we spent 
time with the heritage of Japan. 

A three-day post-conference tour brought us to the 
Nagoya Science Center (where we were all applauded upon 
entering), to the Nobeyama Radio Observatory (at whose 
altitude we could escape the sweltering heat and humidity of 
the coastal cities), to the factories of Minolta and Goto, and 
to a star-party Japanese style (when was the last time you 
used a quartet of automated telescopes and observed the stars 
in your socks and did all this while you were still inside 
because you stood on the floor but were also outside because 
the whole roofhad rolled away?). At both Minolta and Goto, 
we saw dazzling new starfields that could blow your socks 



ARTICLES (cont.) 

off. At Minolta, we toured the cosmos in a smashing demo 
show that used a Minolta Infmiwn and a Digistar and an A VI 
whole-dome laser system and video, all together. Wow! At 
Goto, we saw the captivating reality of the Virtuariwn fill the 
dome as four video projectors seamlessly blended their 
computer graphics images and took us to faraway worlds. 
Wow, again! The future is here! (But I always remind 
myself that the most important tool of all is our hwnan 
imagination and our personal enthusiasm that connect us to 
the individuals in our audiences and lend a distinctive 
personality to each of our facilities, whatever our equipment 
may be.) 

After the conference, I was fortunate enough to 
spend a couple days in Tokyo and a couple days visiting 
Hiroshima where the director of the Children's Musewn 
Planetarium, Mr. Kato, was a most generous host. It was a 
sobering experience to stand beneath the hypocenter of the 
atomic bomb explosion and let my eye measure out the 
radius of destruction and to tour the Peace Musewn and see 
images of the suffering that war inflicts upon people. But 
my strongest memories of Hiroshima are not the images of 
war and rebuilding that I had already expected to see, but of 
human bonds I had not foreseen, of bonds to new friends and 
new colleagues at that city's planetariwn, bonds that look to 
the future with enthusiasm. 

I think this is the common experience of everyone 
who attended IPS '96 in Osaka. We found new friends and 
colleagues in faraway lands, and fOlU1d that planetariums 
across the continents are run, not by names in a directory, but 
by human faces we have met and treasure. 
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1996 GLPA Conference Update 
Robert Bonadurer 

Minneapolis Planetarium 

The 32nd annual Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association (GLPA) Conference will be held at 
the Minneapolis Planetarium in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota from October 23-26, 1996. This is the 
third time that Minneapolis has hosted a GLP A 
conference, the prior two having taken place in 
1969 and 1979. The Minneapolis Planetarium 
was built in 1961 and houses a very unique Spitz 
Model C projector that hangs suspended by the 
ceiling. 

With speakers like Alan Hale (of Comet 
Hcile-Bopp fame), astronomy writer Deborah 
Byrd, Spitz lecturer John Hare, formerly of the 
Abrams and Bishop (Bradenton) Planetariums and 
astronomer Dr. James Kaler from the University 
of Illinois, plus tours to the Science Museum of 
Minnesota and the University of Minnesota's 
O'Brien Observatory, and dinner atop the Twin 
Cities' tallest skyscraper--this conference will be 
stellar! And after considerable debate, the 
conference hosts have added an optional tour to 
the Mall of America and its new $25 million 
aquarium called "Undelwater World." 

The registration packets have been mailed! 
If you haven't received one and would like to 
attend, please contact Robert Bonadurer, Director 
of the Minneapolis Planetariwn at (612) 372-6543 
or you can e-mail your inquiry to Bob at 
<bonadure@mazel.spa.umn.edu>. See you in 
Minneapolis in October! 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following Patron and Sustaining 
Members for their support: 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$200 and up 

Astro-Tech Manufacturing, Inc. 
550 Elm Ridge Avenue 

Canal Fulton, Ohio 44614 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio Visual Imagineering 
1080 I Cosmonaut Boulevard 

Orlando, Florida 32824 
Representative: Joanne McCullough 

Bowen Music Productions 
748 East Bates Street~ Suite 300 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Conic Instrument Company 
219 Worcester N.E. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
Representative: Kelmeth Mosley 

East Coast Control Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 486 

Bigler, Pennsylvania 16825 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland 
600 Komas Drive 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84158 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Focal Point Systems 
1500 S.E. Hickory 

Portland, Oregon 97214 
Representative: Bruce Spainhower 

Goto Optical Manufacturing Company 
636 Southdale Way 

Woodside, California 94062 
Representative: Kimberly Ayres 

Integrated Media Group 
2499 84th Street 

Byron Center, Michigan 49315 
Representative: LatTY Walburg 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
4301 32nd Street West C-l 
Bradenton, Florida 34205 

Representative: Joe Hopkins 
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Laser Fantasy International 
1721 132nd Avenue N.E. 

Bellevue, Washington 98005 
Representative: Mike Lutz 

Laser Images 
691 1 Hayvenhurst Avenue 

Van Nuys, California 91406 
Representative: Gene Partyka 

Loch Ness Productions 
P.O. Box 3023 

Boulder, Colorado 80307 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Minolta Corporation 
101 Williams Drive 

Ramsey, New Jersey 07446 
Representative: Kosuke Sasaki 

Pangolin Laser Software 
101 14 Lavender Flower Court 

Manassas, Virginia 22110 
Representative: Patrick Murphy 

Seiler Instrument and Manufacturing Company 
170 East Kirkham Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63 1 19 

Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Sky Skan 
5 I Lake Street 

Nashua, New Hampshire 03060 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
P.O. Box 198~ Route I 

Chadds Ford, Pennsylvatlia 19317 
Representative: John Schran 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$75 to $199 

Allen Memorial Planetarium 
Castle Lane Productions 

Hansen Planetarium 
Isiris Records 

Jen)' Mansfield 
Strasenburgh Planetarium 

Sudekum Planetarium 



GLP A E-MAIL DIRECTORY 
ILLINOIS PLANETARIANS 8/14/96 

Sylvie A. Baldwin, Project ASTRO Coordinator 
Adler Planetarium 

Bart Benjamin, Director 
Ceman Earth and Space Center 

Larry Ciupik, Manager, SkY' Show & Exhibit Production 
Adler Planetarium 

Chuck Greenwood 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 

Christian Greer, Educator 
Adler Planetarium 

Vivian Hoette, Educator 
Adler Planetariwn 

Sue Hudson, Director 
Discovery Center Children's Museum 

Jeff Hunt, Director 
Waubonsie Planetarium 

Roy Kaelin, Sky Show Production Technician 
Adler Planetarium 

Jim Kaler 
University of Illinois 

Paul Knappenberger, President 
Adler Planetarium 

Gary Kutina, Director 
Elgin Planetarium 

David Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 

Dave Linton 
Parkland College 

Dr. Evelyn D. Natividad, Library Manager 
Adler Planetarium 

sbaldwi@midway.uchicago.edu 

bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us 

lciupik@midway.uchicago.edu 

chuckg@prairienet.org 

cgreer@midway.uchicago.edu 

vhoette@midway.uchicago.edu 
vhoette@hou.lbl.gov 

discntr@usa.net 

jhunt@eagle.ibc.edu 

roy _kaelin@orbit.adler.uchicago.edu 

kaler@rigel.astro.uiuc.edu 

pknappen@midway.uchicago.edu 

m31@aol.com 

dleake@parkland.cc.il. us 
starman@prairienet.org 

dlinton@parkland.cc.il. us 

enativid@midway.uchicago.edu 



Georgia Neff 
Lakeview Museum Planetarium 

Michelle Nichols, Educator 
Adler Planetarium 

Mark Paternostro, Artist 
Adler Planetarium 

Mel Peterson 
John Deere Planetarium 

Phyllis PitIuga, Astronomer 
Adler Planetarium 

Dr. Elizabeth E. Roettger, Astronomer 
Adler Planetarium 

Sheldon Schafer 
Lakeview Museum Planetarium 

Jim Seevers 
Adler Planetarium 

gneff@heartland.bradley.edu 

michelle _ nichols@orbit.adler.uchicago.edu 

mpaterno@midway.uchicago.edu 

chpeterson@augustana.edu 

ppitluga@midway.uchicago.edu 

eroettge@midway.uchicago.edu 

sls@bradley.bradley.edu 

jseevers@midway. uchicago. edu 

Amy Singel Southon, Manager, Education and Exhibit Development 
Adler Planetarium amy _ southoncq}orbit. adler. uchicago.edu 

Troy Stoneking, Director 
Strickler Planetarium tstone@olivet.edu 

Mark Webb, Supervisor of Technical Services 
Adler Planetarium mark _ webb@orbit.adler.uchicago.edu 

Carl Wenning, Director 
ISU Planetarium wenning@entropy.phy.ilstu.edu 

Illinois Planetarium Web Pages 

Adler Planetarium 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
ISU Planetarium 
John Deere Planetariunl 
Lakeview Museum 
Staerkel Planetarium 

GLPA Home Page 

http://astro.uchicago.edu/adler 
http://www.triton.cc.iI.us/cernan/cernan_home.html 
http://www.phy.ilstu.edu/planet.html 
http://helios.augustana.edu/astronomy 
http:/www.cyberdesic.com/lakeview/homepage.html 
http://www.prairienet.org/-..chuckg/staerkel.html 

http://www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/glpa.html 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
April Whitt 

For those of us lucky enough to be in Minneapolis for 
the 32nd Conference of GLPA, co-hosts Rod Nerdahl and 
Bob Bonadurer proved to be the hosts with the most. After 
months of working out arrangements, they are to be heartily 
congratulated for a job well done - as are their loyal 
"gophers": Bob Allen, Geoff Holt and Shawn Laatsch. 

For those of us who didn't get a chance to visit the 
North Star State, the GLP A Proceedings will include texts 
from a real variety of papers. I always struggle with 
concurrent sessions. Without them, we couldn't share as 
many ideas and triumphs. With them, it seems I'd always 
rather go hear the paper that's opposite the one I'm giving. 
This year's room set-up made it easy to slip from one session 
to the other, though. 

Excellent speakers included Earth and Sky's Deborah 
Byrd, comet co-discoverer Alan Hale and Minneapolis 
astronomer Larry Rudnick. Spitz Lecturer John Hare carried 
us through time, and GLP A's favorite astronomer, Dr. Jim 
Kaler, sent us to edge of the universe and back. Even the 
planetarium programs shrank and expanded us! 

Even the "free-time" activities were special -- you 
could gaze 'til you glazed at the observatory (except for the 
clouds) or shop 'til you dropped at the Mall of the Americas. 
Our thoughtful hosts even arranged an extra hour of saved 
daylight for each delegate early Sunday morning. 

A big thank-you goes to the vendors who supported 
our conference, too. The same weekend that we were 
enjoying balmy weather and stimulating discussion in 
Minneapolis, the Association of Science and Technology 
Centers was meeting in Pittsburgh. Several of our supporters 
stretched the limits of time-travel to be with us and then flew 
east. Others stayed with us in the north. To both groups, 
many, many thanks. Your generosity made for a great 
meeting. 

We need to congratulate another group, too - the 
newest Fellows of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association. 
The 1996 roster includes: Lloyd L. Bodie, Jeff Bowen, 
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Raymond Bullock, Paul H. Greinke, Wayne James, Clifford 
P. Jensen, Rob Landis, Joseph P. Noffsinger, Jeri H. Panek, 

(continued on page 7, column 1) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benj amin 

Congratulations to the staff of the Minneapolis 
Planetarium! The 1996 GLP A Conference was a stellar 
success! In particular, I would like to extend a wann 
welcome to those of you who are new members of GLP A. 
GLP A will do all it can to make your GLP A membership 
professionally beneficial and personally rewarding. If you 
ever have a question, suggestion or request, please contact 
one of the Executive Committee members listed on the 
masthead of this newsletter. 

Whether you were among the 118 who attended the 
conference or not, this issue of the GLPA Newsletter 
contains a bountiful assortment of conference highlights, as 
well as an encapsulated look at the many projects currently 
being undertaken by your fellow members and officers. I 
urge you to read the minutes of the GLP A Executive 
Committee Meeting and Annual Business Meeting on pages 
14 - 17. The more familiar you are with the activities of your 
regional planetarium association, the more you can benefit 
from the efforts of your colleagues. Photographic memories 
of the conference can be found on page 13 and on the cover. 

Each year at this time, GLP A prints two nomination 
forms in its newsletter -- one for the award of "Fellow" and 
the other for "Honorary Life Member. II I urge you to take a 
few minutes to read the qualifications of each award and 
nominate one of your deserving associates. 

Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the 
GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 1997. As I've mentioned 
in this column before, my first preference is to receive 
materials online <bbenjami@triton.cc.i1.us>, my second 
choice is by fax [at (708) 583-3121] and, of course, you can 
always send it to me via snail mail at the address on the 
masthead. Have a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
1997! And keep your fingers crossed for Hale-Bopp! 



STATE NEWS 

Chainnan: 

ILLINOIS 

Bart Benjamin 
Ceman Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove, Illinois 60171 
(708) 456-0300, ext. 3408 
e-mail: bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us 

The Illinois State Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
April 12, 1997. Mary Schindewolffrom the Waubonsie 
Valley High School Planetarium in Aurora will host. 

The Cern an Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College is presenting its annual holiday program, 
Celebrations of Winter in December along with a special 
duo oflaser light shows, Winter Wonderlight and the Beatles 
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band, both presented on 
a special state-of-the-art laser system during the month of 
December only. In January, the Ceman Center will present 
Loch Ness' More Than Meets the Eye, their own production 
of Comet Hale-Bopp: An Observer's Guide and the 
children's show Our Place in Space. The Leisure Light 
Show and Legends will return as the Ceman Center's laser 
light shows in early 1997. 

The Joliet Junior College Planetarium will be 
presenting 'Tis the Season on Tuesday and Thursday nights 
in December. In January, they will present Solar System 
Spectacular, The Mars Show and Star Stealers: Planet 
Patrol 2. 

The Illinois State University Planetarium in Normal 
welcomes Kevin Emergy to its staff of student workers. 
Kevin is majoring in physics teacher education. The ISU 
Planetarium has been sponsoring a Space Physics lecture 
series this autumn, with topics such as "Atoms, Light and 

4 

Surprises," "The Aurora Borealis," "Searching for the 
Interstellar Boundary," "Humor in Physics," Lasers and 
Holography," and "Comet Hale-Bopp." Theplanetarium will 
be presenting the Adler Planetarium production of Comets 
are Coming in early 1997. 

Peoria's Lakeview Museum hosted a Girl Scout 
Badge Day in October that was so successful that a second 
"overflow" date has been set for Pulaski day in March. 
Through the Eyes of Hubble will be opening the week after 
Christmas and running through April 20, 1997. December 
will feature Season of Light and Holiday Lights laser light 
show from Aura Technologies. A film crew from Discover 
Magazine spent three days in November filming the 
Community Solar System Model for a show on the scale of 
the Universe. 

The Strickler Planetarium in Kankakee debuted 
Rusty Rocket during their homecOlning weekend in 
November. It was warmly welcomed and received. During 
the holidays, they will present Story of the Star and Rusty 
Rocket, and their observatory will be open for tours and 
informal viewing on Friday evenings (weather permitting). 
A new phone system has been installed on campus, which 
means that the Strickler PlanetariUln has a new information 
line with a menu of options for program information. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign welcomes Mary Nicholas back to the 
Operations position. Their backyard sky tour, Prairie SIdes, 
continues to nUl on Friday nights (with Hale-Bopp updates) 
in addition to the holiday special, Rites of the Season, and 
their sixties light show, The Age of Aquarius. The new year 
will bring Sudekmn's Planet Patrol and the updated version 
of The Mars Show from Loch Ness. Pink Floyd's Dark Side 
of the Moon retunls in March by popular demand. "Reach 
for the Stars," a workshop in backyard astronomy, will be 
held in late March. The Staerkel Planetarium is also working 
on a state grant project with seven county museums to link 
with 25 classrooms across the state in addition to 
collaborating on a similar grant with the Adler Planetarium. 

Dr. Jeff Hmlt, after receiving his Ed.D., moved into 
administration at Waubonsie Valley High School. Mary 
Schindewolf, fomlerly from Lourdes College in Sylvania, 
Ohio, has assumed the duties as Planetarium Director. 
Congratulations to both Jeff and Mary! 



STATE NEWS (cont.) 

Chainnan: 

INDIANA 

Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aoI.com 

The Indiana State Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, April 12, 1997 in Muncie. The Muncie 
Community Schools Planetarium and Ball State 
Planetarium will co-host. 

Kudos to Gregg and Barb Williams for their ongoing 
efforts and success involving high school students in GLP A. 
This year, the Merrillville contingent numbered nine 
students and three adult leaders. 

Amera Platt from the Wayne High School 
Planetarium in Fort Wayne attended Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck's 
course, "Instruments and Techniques of Planetarium 
Operation," this past July at Ball State. Amera's name was 
inadvertently left out of the autumn State News article on the 
Ball State Course. 

The Muncie Community Schools Planetarium was 
a host site for the NS T A Electronic Town Meeting at the 
NSTA Phoenix Conference on October 17, 1996. The Town 
Meeting provided an opportunity for local K -12 educators, 
along with Ball State University Teacher's College educators, 
to discuss the strategies needed to implement the National 
Science Education Standards in local schools. All local 
participants had the opportunity to send e-mail to the NSTA 
National Leaders in a real time dialogue to discuss the local 
issues related to implementing the standards. The right side 
of the MCS Planetarium dome projected the live satellite, the 
left side of the dome projected the e-mail messages and 
responses so that everyone in the room was able to watch 
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both screens. NSTA National Leaders participating as hosts 
for the Electronic Town Meeting included: Rodger Bybee, 
National Academy of Science; Sally Ride, California Space 
Institute; Sharon Robinson, U.S. Dept. Of Education; David 
Reil, Newton's Apple; and JoAnne Vasquez, NSTA 
President. 

Alan Pareis has been busy with the Russian Slide 
project since the annual conference. See page 9 for more 
infornlation. 

Chainnan: 

MICHIGAN 

Lisa Daly 
Upton Middle School Planetarium 
800 Maiden Lane 
S1. Joseph, Michigan 49085 
(616) 982-4631 
fax: (616) 982-0706 
edaly@remcll.k12.mi.us 

The Michigan State Meeting will be held on 
Saturday May 10, 1997 in Kalamazoo. Eric Schreur 
from the Kalamazoo Public Planetarium will host. 

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids is 
showing a Christmas show for the first time in several years, 
starting in mid-November. They have also expanded the 
Christmas light show. Their frunily shows are Pittsburgh's 
comet show and a solar system show. 

The Longway Planetarium in Flint welcomes Carrie 
Meyers to the planetarium staff. They are currently 
presenting In My Backyard, Galaxies and Comets are 
Coming as their current public shows. In the spring, Follow 
the Drinking Gourd and Rusty Rocket's Last Blast will be 
presented to the public. Laser shows include the Beatles 
Anthology and Smashing Pumpkins. The Longway 
Planetarium has a brand new Web Page. Its URL is 
<http://www.flint.org/longway>. 

The Universe Theater and Planetarium in 
Kalamazoo is "only" running 14 school shows now. Their 
public shows include The Little Star that Could, Galaxies 
and autumn star gazing, which will run through December. 



ST ATE NEWS (cont.) 

Currently in production is Secrets in the Sky, which 
describes the underground railroad and the important role 
that homes in the Kalamazoo area played during this time. 
Planned for early 1997 are Comet are Coming, Planet Quest 
and A Star called the Sun. 

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will 
present the Loch Ness production of Season a/Light as its 
Christmas show this year. In early 1997, they will present a 
short run of A 1997 Celestial Preview and then present 
From Stardust to Life: A Cosmic Journey as their main 
public show. Abrams will also feature the comet in 
upcoming star talks begilming in February. 

The Hurst Planetarium in Jackson is fU1illing Season 
0/ Light in December for family audiences. In February, 
Comets are Coming will be shown, followed by Larry, Cat 
in Space. The planetarium also presents a number of shows 
targeted to specific grade levels, including The Little Star 
that Could, Worlds a/Wonder, Comets and Eclipses. 

The McMath Planetarium at the Cranbrook Institute 
of Science in Bloomfield Hills is presenting The Awesome 
Comet Show and creating an event around Comet Hale-Bopp 
involving three solid weeks of nightly observing sessions in 
late-March and early April. The Cranbrook Museum is 
currently under renovation and construction. Work continues 
on plans to upgrade the planetarium. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is currently 
runningMore than Meets the Eye, featuring photos taken by 
the local astronomy club, and Comet Hale-Bopp is here!, 
about the big event. In the spring and early summer, they'll 
be featuring Earth the Blue Planet and The Loneliness 
Factor about the search for extraterrestrials. 

MAILING LIST NOTICE 

Occasionally, GLPA releases its membership list to 
interested companies and parties. If you do not wish 
your name and address released, please notify GLPA's 
SecretarylTreasurer David Parker. 
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Chaimlan: 

OHIO 

Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

The Ohio State Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
April 12, 1997 at the Wilderness Center Planetarium in 
Wilmot (southwest of Canton). David and Robin Gill 
will be the meeting hosts. 

The Ward Beecher Planetarium at Youngstown 
State University is celebrating its 30th anniversary season 
this year with a wonderfully diverse series of programs 
revealing the wonders of the cosmos and the joys of 
skywatching. Written in Starlight, running at selected dates 
throughout the year, tells the story of star life. The live 
Skywatch programs, some followed by next-night stargazing 
from the city's Mill Creek Park, are shaped by audience 
questions as they guide the audience around the sky. A series 
of "Kids Explore" programs has been gently opening the 
universe to pre-schoolers, and the miliual Halloween 
laser-light show Nightlights served up a warlock's brew of 
sights and scares to viewers of all ages. For all thirty of its 
seasons, the planetarium has been guided by the able hands 
of Warren Young and has twice hosted GLP A conferences 
fIrst in 1972 and again in 1991. Rick Pirko, Mike DiMuzi~ 
and Warren continue, as we all do, to bring the joys of 
astronomy to their classes and audiences. 

The Cleveland Natural History Museum and 
Mueller Planetarium continues an annual series of 
astronomical lectures, with joint sponsorship by the 
Cleveland Astronomical Society and Case Western Reserve 
University. This fall's speakers included Dr. Eleanor Helin 
of JPL speaking on careers in science, Dr. Gary Steigman of 



ST ATE NEWS (cont.) 

Ohio State speaking on "Primordial Nucleosynthesis" and 
Dr. James Truran of the Univ. of Chicago speaking on 
"Galactic Chemical Evolution." 

The current show at Bowling Green is the seventh 
annual run of their Christmas show S'ecret a/the Star. The 
CRAP meeting scheduled at Euclid for November 12 was 
canceled due to an early season blizzard in which Cleveland 
Received Anomalous Precipitation amounting to over 3 feet 
of snow. 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chainnan: Bob Allen 
University of Wisconsin Planetarium 
Department of Physics; Cowley Hall 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601 
(608) 785-8669 
e-mail: robert _ allen@uwlax.edu 

The Wisconsin/Minnesota State Meeting will be 
held on Friday and Saturday, April 18-19, 1997 in 
Madison. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium is currently rumling its 
own production Winter Wonders and Strasenburgh's The 
Christmas Star. In January they will run their own 
production, entitled Amazing Stargazing and a yet to be 
decided comet show. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

Ted Pedas, Roger D. Reede, Stephen A. Schaffer, William G. 
Smethells, D. Scott Stobbelaar, Marjorie Webster and 
Roderick Webster. Each of these Fellows has given time and 
multiple talents to GLP A. Recognizing them and their 
contributions is one of the highlights of the Spitz Banquet. 

There are plenty of on-going projects in GLP A, with 
some new ones added recently. Alan Pareis has patiently 
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shepherded the slide sets for Russian planetariums for over 
a year. His team has worked to select, organize, duplicate, 
write descriptions for, and package sets of 61 slides for our 
colleagues in the former Soviet Union. Special thanks to Joe 
Hopkins· for donating the slide film, to Rob Landis for 
sharing his language skills and contacts, and to Rick Pirko 
and Mitch Lumen for their work in producing and 
assembling the packages. [Ed.: See page 9, column 2]. 

Gregg Williams suggested another service we can 
offer to our members. He orders a variably-registered slide 
mount from Wess Plastics, and they no longer produce that 
item. They will do a special run if enough people want them, 
so please contact Gregg if you might want some of those 
mounts. [Ed.: See page 9, column 2]. Thanks to Gregg for 
organizing that project. Looking ahead, don't forget the State 
Meetings! Find out when yours is, and get together with 
colleagues. From your "prez" and the entire Executive 
Committee, very best wishes for a safe and happy holiday 
season, and may all your comets be bright! 

BULLETIN BOARD 
(continued from page 10) 

Duracell Grant 
In the DuracelllNSTA Scholarship Competition, 

students in grades 9 to 12 create and build a battery-powered 
device and submit an essay, wiring diagram and photo. 
Savings bonds ($200 to $20,000) are awarded to winners 
and first- and second-place sponsoring teachers win 
computers. The deadline for entries is January 15, 1997. 
F or more information, or to receive official entry foml, 
please write to: DuracelllNSTA Scholarship Competition; 
1840 Wilson Boulevard; Arlington, VA 22201-3000., or 
call (703) 312-9258. 

Space Science Student Involvement Program 
In the NASAINSTA Space Science Student 

Involvement Program (SSIP), students and teachers of grades 
3 to 12 can participate in five separate competitions that are 
designed to foster greater scientific literacy among 
elementary, middle and high school students, especially in 
the areas of aerospace science and technology. Contest 
categories are "Intergalactic Art," "Future Aircraft/Spacecraft 
Design Competition," "Mission to Planet Earth," "Mars 
Scientific Experiment Proposal" and a variety of Aerospace 
Internships. The deadline for all entries is January 10, 1997. 
For more information or to receive an official entry foml, 
please write to: National Science Teachers Association; 
Attention: SSIP Competition; 1840 Wilson Boulevard; 
Arlington, VA 22201-3000. 



SHOW KITS AVAILABLE FROM THE 

IAVJS_PJANEJARLUM 
DON'T DUCK, LOOK UPI 20 minutes / 108 slides / $450 
A fun, friendly qndinteractive exploration of the sky! Designed especially 

for Pre-K tbrough 1 st graders, this is an ideal first show for primary school 

audiencE;s. Your presenter conducts this program blending live interaction with 

prerecorded segments. 

LIFE BEYOND EARTH'" 31 minutes / 368 slides / $350 
Consider the possibility of life elsewhere in our galaxy and throughout the universe. 

PRODUCTION KIT INCLUDES: 
• Production Book with annotated script, 

visual list, special effects notes and 
educational materials 

• Soundtrack on cossette, 
Dolby B,C or dbx 

• Slides 

PLEASE SEND ORDER TO: 
Distribution, Davis Planetarium 
Maryland Science (enter 
601 light Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 

DESTINATION: UNIVERSE, OUR FUTURE IN SPACE'" 
Journey into the future from a space station out to the stars. 

Make check or Purchase 
Order payable to: 

38 minutes / 321 slides / $350 Maryland Science Center 

WORLDS OF WONDER'" 25 minutes / 314 slides / $350 
Investigate some of the exciting discoveries made about the worlds in our Solar System. 

PARTNER",SHIP", EARTH'" 25 minutes / 250 slides / $350 

Explore our planet from its violent birth to today and see how its wealth of resources make 

life possible. Find out how we can better preserve and enjoy the future of the world. 

* Programs funded by the Westinghouse Electric Corporation 

Indicate preferred noise reduction: 
Dolby B, Dolby (, or dbx 

For more infQrrriation call 'he 
Davis flanetarium at 
410.545.5?76 
Qr fa~i~qull'ies to 
410.545.5974 

111111 
MARYLAND SCIENCE CENTER 

G.L.P.A. / U.S. T. SLIDE SUBSCRIPTION SERIES 

YES, I'd like to begin my subscription to the Hubble Space Telescope slide series. 

Name: ----------------------------------------------------------------

Facility Name: ---------------------------------------------------------

Address: --------------------------------------------------------------

City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ____ _ 

Telephone: ___________ E-mail: ____________ _ 

I have enclosed my $25 check made paya~le to GLP A for this annual subscription. The 
deadline for subscribing is January 15, 1997. Please return this form to: Mitch Luman; 
Koch Science Center Planetarium; Evansville Museum~ 411 S.E. Riverside Drive~ Evansville, 
IN 47713. For more information, please contact Mitch at (812) 425-2406 or at 
<mluman@aol.com>. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

WALT MITCHELL OBITUARY 
(submitted by Dale Smith) 

Dr. Walter E. Mitchell, Jr., retired from the 
planetarium and Astronomy Department at Ohio State 
University, passed away on July 26th after a lingering illness. 
He was 70. 

Originally native to Franklin, Massachusetts, Walt 
served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Infantry during 
WWII, where he was wounded in the Battle of the Bulge. He 
graduated from Tufts University, the University of Virginia 
and obtained his Ph.D. in Astronomy from the University of 
Michigan. Hejoined the faculty ofOSU in 1957 and served 
the university until his retirement in 1991. 

Walt was an active participant in GLP A conferences 
and state meetings for many years. In 1989, he hosted the 
Ohio spring meeting at Perkins Observatory and gave us a 
memorable day of exhibits, papers, talks and tours all set 
amidst the verdant observatory grounds. Walt combined the 
knowledge of the research astronomer and the teaching spirit 
of the planetarian. He was a kind man who taught his 
students the rigor of astronomical research and his audiences 
the love of the sky. He will be missed by all who knew him. 

GLPA TO OFFER HST SUBSCRIPTIONS 
As an additional service to its members, GLP A is 

pleased to offer annual subscriptions to Hubble Space 
Telescope slide images just after they are released to the 
public by the Space Telescope Science hlstitute. This service 
is generously provided by GLP A Audio-Visual File 
Chairman Mitch Luman. If you are interested, please 
complete the form on page 8 of this newsletter and retunl to 
Mitch Luman. The cost for this service is $25 per year, and 
the deadline for subscribing is January 15, 1997. 

CLOSING NOTES ON THE 1996 
GLPA CONFERENCE 

(submitted by Bob Bonadurer) 
The Minneapolis Planetarium was very pleased to host 

this year's gathering of GLPA members. We kindly thank 
everyone who attended and for sharing their astronomy 
education expertise. The final count totaled 118 GLP A 
delegates! 

Alan Hale, co-founder of Comet Hale-Bopp, signed 
over 60 copies of his new book after the conference closed on 
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Saturday. Anyone wishing to purchase his book can contact 
High-Lonesome Books in Silver City, New Mexico at (505) 
388-3763. 

If there is anyone who is interested in purchasing the 
Minneapolis Planetarium's two new shows, Honey, 1 Shrunk 
the Universe or Amazing Stargazing, please call Bob or Rod 
at (612) 372-6543. 

And finally, thanks for everyone's patience and good 
grace during the conference. We received many nice 
comments and they are very much appreciated. We look 
forward to the 1997 conference in Cleveland. We'll be the 
ones with the very relaxed look. 

CALLING ALL WESS MOUNT USERS 
(submitted by Gregg Williams) 

Recently, Wess Plastics decided that certain styles and 
apertures of slide mounts would no longer be available as 
stock items. However, these mounts can be manufactured for 
a minimum order of 20 boxes. Since 20 boxes is more than 
one planetarium can use or afford, Gregg Williams would 
like to coordinate slide mount orders from several 
planetariunls and place one large order. 

If your planetarium uses Wess mowlts and might be 
interested in participating in this coordinated purchase, 
please send your name, address and phone numbers (voice 
and fax) to: Gregg Williams; Merrillville Community 
Planetarium; 199 East 70th Avenue; Merrillville, IN 46410. 
Gregg's phone number is (219) 736-4856 and his fax 
number is (219) 736-4841. 

RUSSIAN SLIDE PROJECT UPDATE 
At tIlls writing early in November, the slides are being 

duplicated by Rick Pirko at Youngstown State Planetarium. 
GLPA member Rob Landis (STSci) is translating the 
annotated slide list. Alan Pareis (Adler Planetarium and 
Astronomy Museunl) is preparing the packaging and a friend 
of his is translating the official GLP A greetings which will 
accompany the slides. We are striving for a December 
delivery date. If we do not make that, the slide sets will be 
ready for delivery early in the new year. If you did not make 
the conference, the GLPA Proceedings will have Alan's 
paper with a detailed report as of the date of the conference. 



BULLETIN BOARD (cont.) 

A.S.P. CONFERENCE PREVIEW 
The week-long 109th Annual Meeting of the 

Astronomical Society of the Pacific will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency in Chicago next summer. The featured event, 
Universe '97, on the weekend of June 28-29, 1997, is an 
astronomy exposition and fair co-hosted by Astronomy 
Magazine. Noted astronomers from all around the country 
will offer non-technical talks on the latest exciting 
discoveries in the exploration and observations of the planets 
and solar system. There is also an exhibit hall filled with the 
newest technical advancements in telescopes and software, 
as well as books and gift items. Author book signings and 
door prizes are also part of the weekend event. In addition, 
a star party and Family Fair will be included in the weekend's 
festivities. 

The other components of the week include the Friday 
Night Public Lecture by a special guest, a two-day 
Community College Symposiunl, a two-day History 
program, tours to Yerkes Observatory and the three-day 
Scientific Symposium, "Astrophysics from Antarctica." The 
A.S.P. annual meeting is the only meeting of its kind 
anywhere. There is literally something for everyone 
interested in astronomy. Whether you bring the family or 
come to share thoughts and listen to great lectures from 
noted astronomers on your own, it is truly a stellar 
experience! Check our website at 
<http://www.aspsky.org> and click on the AIIDual Meeting 
page for more information. To request more infoffilation by 
mail, complete the fonll on page 12 of this newsletter. 

SEEKING A USED STARLAB 
Do you or someone you know have a used Starlab for 

sale? If so, please contact Bill Moore; Assistant Principal; 
IS 234; 1875 E. 17th Street; Brooklyn, NY 11229. His 
phone number is (718) 645-1334, his fax number is (718) 
645-7759 and his e-mail addressis<moorew@aol.com>. 

CENTI ASTRO-SPACE ACTIVITIES 
Centi Astro-Space Activities (CASA) is a private 

company that develops, markets and delivers mobile 
hands-on presentations in astronomy and space science to 
schools, museums, planetariums, groups and organizations 
of all ages. Available topics include solar system astronomy, 
stellar astronomy, rocketry, teacher/parent workshops, star 
parties and rocket launch demonstrations. For complete 
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information about available programs and costs, please write 
to: Christopher S. Centi; Centi Astro-Space Activities; 1903 
West Eighth Street; Suite 303; Erie, PA 16505-4998, or 
telephone them at (814) 453-7700. 

NSTAAWARDS 
The National Science Teachers Association has announced 
a number of grants and awards that are available in the near 
future, as follows: 

Explora Vision Awards 
In the ToshibalExploraVision Awards Program, 

students (in grades K -12) working in groups of three or four 
envision what technology might look like in 20 years, create 
a storyboard that conveys their ideas in written and visual 
form and (if they win a regional competition) make a video 
about their innovation. Each student on the four first-place 
teams wins a $10,000 US savings bond. The deadline for 
entries is February 3, 1997. For more information or an 
application, please write to: ToshibalNST A Explora Vision 
Awards; National Science Teachers Association; 1840 
Wilson Boulevard; Arlington, VA 22201, or call (800) 
EXPLOR-9 or (703) 243-7100. 

Tapestry Grants 
The Toyota Tapestry Program offers grants of up to 

$10,000 to forty K -12 science teachers who propose 
innovative student projects in environmental education or 
physical science applications. The deadline for receipts of 
proposals is January 22, 1997 . For more infonnation or to 
obtain guidelines and entry forms, please write to: Toyota 
Tapestry Program; 1840 Wilson Boulevard; Arlington, VA 
22201-3000. You can also call (800) 807-9852 or e-mail 
<pbowers(q)nsta. org>. 

Young Inventors Grant 
In the Sears Craftsman Young Inventors A wards 

Program, students in grades 4 to 6 work independently to 
conceive and design their tool inventions. The national 
winner receives a $10,000 savings bond and eleven regional 
winners receive a $5,000 savings bond. The deadline for 
entries is April 10, 1997. For more information or to receive 
entry materials, please write to: CraftsmanlNST A Young 
Inventors Awards Program; 1840 Wilson Boulevard; 
Arlington, VA 22201-3000., or call (888) 494-4994. 

(continued on page 7, column 2) 



tEPsEILER 
I NSTRLJIVlENT 

170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119. 

"The ZKP3 is fantastic ... 
It projects the moon phases 
with a realism I never knew 

possible in a planetarium. 
Its smaller size opens up 

the sky much better for many 
students. I don't have to worry 
about pointing out Sirius, and 

having half the class unable to 
see what I'm pointing to." 

-Jim Beaber, Director 
Robert H. Johnson Planetarium 

Lakewood, Colorado 

Installed in Jefferson County 
School District's Robert H. 

Johnson Planetarium in 1995, 
the ZKP3 Skymaster projector 

from Zeiss has exceeded Jim 
Beaber's expectations. Designed 
to fit new or existing dome sizes 

of 16 to 36 feet, the ZKP3 is 
small in dimensions, but versa

tile in performance. It's starfield 
will project over 7000 stars and 
can be custom designed to cus

tomer specifications. Control 
desk and computer automation 

are part of the basic system. 

The ZKP3· 
Quality performance. 
Compact & versatile. 

For more information about 
the Skymaster ZKP3, the 

Starmaster ZMP, or 
Universarium MVIII 

call Pearl Reilly at 
1-800-726-8805. 

Zeiss. Seeing is Believing. 

New Orleans Sales Office:1-BDD-726-BB05 Fax:5D4-764-7665 email:Plreilly@AOL.com 



Experience the oldest astronomy exposition in the universe! 

109th Annual Meeting of the 

Astronomica 
Society of the Pacific 

June 27- July 2,1997 - Chicago-Hyatt Regency 
co-hosted by Adler Planetarium and University of Chicago 

Friday Night Lecture 
Friday: June 27 
A popular speaker TBA 

Universe '97 
An Astronomy Fair & Expo 
Saturday & Sunday: June 28 & 29 
Co-sponsored by ASTRONOMY Magazine 
+ Popular level talks on astronomical topics 
+ Exhibits, book signings, doorprizes, Star Party 
+ Family Fair with hands-on activities, demonstrations 

The Universe in the Classroom: A Workshop on 
Teaching Astronomy in Grades 3-12 
Friday & Saturday: June 27 & 28 
+ Sessions for both beginning and experienced teachers 
+ Hands-on demonstrations 
+ Free teaching resources to attendees 
+ CEU's available 

Tour of Yerkes Observatory 
Monday & Tuesday: June 30 & July 1 

Symposium on Teaching Astronomy in 
Community & Small Colleges 
Monday & Tuesday: June 30 & July 1 
+ Invited and contributed talks, panels, poster papers 

Project ASTRO Astronomer Partners Program 
Workshop 
Friday: June 27 
+ A training session for amateur and professional 

astronomers on how to bring astronomy to a classroom 

Scientific Symposium: 
Astrophysics from Antarctica 
Monday to Wednesday: June 30 to July 2 
+ A symposium co-hosted by the Center for 

Astrophysical Research in Antarctica (CARA) 

cut here and return 

Please send me more on the following (when the packets are available) 

_Universe '97 Astronomy Expo _Teacher's Workshop _Community College Symposium 

_Project ASTRO Workshop _Scientific Symposium _Yerkes Tour 

_Astronomical Society's membership 

Name:. __________________________ _ 

Address: ___________________________ _ 

City: ___________________ _ 

State/Zip: __________________ _ 

Mail to: 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific 
Annual Meeting 
390 Ashton Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94112 

annual meeting of the 

~ffi$tror101'11icai 
SOCiety of the pacific 

www@aspsky.org 





EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 25,1995 
PRESENT: April Whitt, Pres.; Dan Francetic, Pres.-Elect; 

David Batch, Past-Pres.; David Parker, Sec/Treas.; Bart Ben
jamin, Publ. Chair; David DeRemer, Edu. Chair; Dale Smith, 
Proc. Editor; Sue Reynolds, I.P.S. Rep.; Gary Sampson, Instr. 
Mat. Chair; Gene Zajac, Memb. Chair; Gary Tomlinson, Conf. 
Planning Chair; and Bob Bonadurer, 1996 Conference Co-Host 

CONFERENCE REPORT: Bonadurer reported on the 
progress of the conference and reviewed the agenda. Jeff Bass 
asked the Executive Committee to be searching for a replace
ment for his position, Development Chair. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Reynolds moved the minutes 
of the last Executive Committee meeting, March 23, 1996, be 
approved as printed. Seconded by Zajac. Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Parker distributed a financial 
summary ofGLPA activities from October 1,1995, to Septem
ber 30, 1996, as follows: 

Receipts: 
GLPA Dues 
1995 Conference 
Miscellaneous 
Solar System Tour programs 
Newsletter advertising 
Total Receipts 

Expenditures: 
Newsletter 
1995 Proceedings 
Tips #4 printing 
Membership Benefits printing 
IPS Rep. & Exec. Comm. travel 
GLPA postage & supplies 
Solar System Tour Program 
Conference planning 
State meetings 
Nonprofit report 
Total Expenditures 

Checking Account Summary: 
Checking account balance 10/1/95 
ADD total receipts 
TOTAL (balance + receipts) 
SUBTRACT transfer to savings 
SUBTRACT total expenditures 
Account Balance 9/30/96 

Separate Fund Accounts: 
GLPA gift shop 
Printed materials 
Slide tape & software 
Totals 

Credit Union: 
balance 10/1/95 
ADD transfer from checking 
ADD Interest received 
C.U. Balance 9/30/96 

Financial Summary: 
Checking account 
Separate fund accounts 
Credit union account 
Total GLPA Assets 

10/1/95 
33.26 

516.58 
71.15 

620.99 

10/1/95 
2,694.77 

620.99 
13.312.27 
16,628.03 

8,005.00 
3,632.35 

115.50 
1,350.00 

513.00 
13,615.85 

1,480.24 
2,826.06 

753.00 
84.60 

1,697.14 
295.64 

3,504.43 
197.14 

82.24 
10.00 

10,930.49 

2,694.77 
13,615.85 
16,310.82 
-4,000.00 

-10.930.49 
1,380.13 

9/30/96 
33.26 

472.57 
33.94 

539.77 

13,312.27 
4,000.00 

721.11 
18,033.38 

9/30/96 
1,380.13 

539.77 
18.033.38 
19,953.28 

About $5200 has been spent for the development and pro
duction of 30 Solar System kits. Kit duplication cost is $75. A 
motion to approve the report was seconded and passed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Whitt reported she sent Glen 
Moore, Australia, a copy of our Solar System program. Sidney, 
site of the next Olympics, has no planetarium or science center. 
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Alan Paries has been working on slides for the Russian 
Planetariums. The slide list has been approved. Rick Pirko is 
duplicating the slides. Joe Hopkins donated film for slides. Rob 
Landis is helping with translation of a greeting message. 

It was reported that long time GLPA member, Dr. Walter 
Mitchell, Columbus, died in July. 

PRESIDENT ·ELECT: Francetic reported the nomination 
committee for election of Pres.-Elect, Sec/Treas., and IPS Rep. 
at the 1997 conference. They are Randy Olson, WI; Eric 
Schreur, MI; Art Klinger, IN; and Mary Schindewolf, IL. 

PAST PRESIDENT: Batch reported the web page will be 
updated with all script, resource, slide indices, and abstracts of 
resources. TIPS titles, other items in the membership benefits 
brochure, and state chairs email addresses will be added. 

IPS: Reynolds reported on the IPS conference in Japan, 
1996. About 304 attended, 49 from U.S., 10 from GLPA, and 
199 from Japan. The Asian Forum was the most interesting. 

IPS has a new affiliate, the Canadian Council of Science 
Centers, formerly the Planetarium Association of Canada. 

Other notes: A list of portable planetariums will be devel
oped. Nominations for IPS awards should be sent to Phyllis 
Pitluga at the Adler. IPS is attempting to establish links with 
astronomy experts in order to access information. Subscription 
discounts for Astronomy and Sky & Telescope will be offered 
to IPS members. IPS 2000 conference will be in Montreal. The 
membership brochure is available in Russian, French, German, 
Japanese, English and Spanish. The website page is being set up 
by Thomas Kraupe, Tom Hocking, and Alan Gould. IPS is 
translating the Planetarian to and from other languages. 

The Russian representative, Michael Grouzdev (email: 
NPC@bit-ipku.yaroslavl.su) told Reynolds they need ideas and 
dreams to invigorate planetariums and learn new things they 
can do in their planetariums. They need encouragement from 
others describing what's going, what things can be done, and 
how to dream about using the planetarium effectively. The cost 
for them to come to a meeting is about a year's salary. 

IPS officer nominations: For President-Elect: Jon Bell, Ft. 
Pierce, FL; Dale Smith, Bowling Green, OH; Maria Radbo, 
Sweden; Shoichi Itoh, Japan. For Executive Secretary: Lee Ann 
Hennig and Noreen Grice. For Treasurer: Shawn Laatsch. 

Smith reported the source book entries are from the U.S. 
and Europe. Gregg Williams has been combining and updating 
U.S. entries from the GLPA Sourcebook and Gould's reference 
list. IPS and GLP A will be able to publish for their members. 

Reynolds will print GLPA TIPS booklet #18, "TIPS for 
Portable and Small Planetarium Users," by spring. She will add 
European sources, materials, lists, &reports for an IPS booklet. 

Reynolds is running a contest for American planetarium 
users to go to Italy. Part of the application requires submitting 
an audio or video tape of a lesson. 

IPS 1998 will be June 30-July 4 at the London Planetarium. 
A five day post conference tour is being planned to several fa
mous astronomical sites. 

MEMBERSHIP: Zajac reported 263 members in 34 states 
and three countries for the 1995-96 year, an all time high for 
GLP A. The eight states in the great lakes area have increased 
from 70% to 78% of the GLPA membership this year. 

Zajac may try to update email addresses by spring and send 
membership notices and new members benefits through email. 

Zajac will continue to update the database from the confer
ence records and include all planetariums in the great lakes 
area. Ways to increase the accuracy of the database so it can be 
used for the conference and state meetings were discussed. 



PUBLICATIONS: Benjamin will send the Newsletter by 
1 st class mail because of continuing advertising. In the last is
sue, he listed the Illinois planetarium email directory. All states 
will submit names, positions, facilities, and email addresses and 
web page URLs of their planetarians for publication. An annual 
listing of email addresses will be printed in the Proceedings. 

Benjamin said the Newsletter has been used as just a news 
vehicle and has not tried to be an astronomy magazine or even a 
journal like the Planetarian. The Proceedings publishes con
ference papers. Benjamin noted in the past we could not afford 
the extra pages in the Newsletter. Some subjects that have not 
been covered in a while will be included in the Newsletter. 

Tomlinson said the newsletter should remain newsy and a 
journal should be for articles. When the Proceedings was con
ceived and first published in 1984, it was intended not only to 
include conference papers, but also any other submitted papers 
from GLP A members throughout the year. Smith said a few 
submitted papers would not be too difficult to add. 

There was a motion to put abstracts of Proceedings articles 
on the website at BGSU linked from GLP A page. Seconded and 
approved. Members may continue to order past issues of printed 
material from the resources file for 10<; per page. 

EDUCATION: DeRemer has completed the Solar System 
program and it has been shipping. Pirko got the slides dupli
cated, Bowen has been making the show tapes, and Parker has 
been reproducing the printed materials. Twenty three shows 
have been sent out. A new run of show kits will be produced. 

TIPS #4, "Preparing and Presenting School Programs," has 
been completed and was sent to all members in June. 

TIPS #10, which deals with how the American Disabilities 
Act impacts the planetarium, has been completed and will be 
printed and sent to all GLP A members this fall. 

Information from the scriptwriting workshop by DeRemer, 
Bonadurer, and Smith will be combined with TIPS #11, printed 
in 1983, which was on scriptwriting. 

Reynolds is working on TIPS #18, "Tips for Portable and 
Small Planetarium Users," which should be done by spring. 

TIPS #19, simple, inexpensive special effects, will be com
piled by Dan Goins. He will be accepting submissions. 

Tomlinson gave an update on the Bozo program, the solar 
system for lower grades - pre-school to 1 st grade, mostly video 
format. Benjamin will coordinate between GLP A and WGN to 
see if Bozo would be willing to participate in a GLP A project. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Sampson said Mari
lynn Bacyinski updated TIPS #4 and did a great job. Noreen 
Grice, editor of TIPS #10, contacted all authors of the previous 
articles in the publication, revised everything and added several 
major sections. She was paid $1000 for producing the camera
ready copy, about 255 pages. The printing and distribution will 
be about $3000 and will be sent to all GLPA members. 

Benjamin moved that TIPS #10 be printed in the camera 
ready format. Seconded by Batch. In the future, members may 
purchase it for $20. Motion carried. 

Sampson said there is increasing interest from the interna
tional community for GLPA instructional materials. 

Reynolds has been receiving the HST slides for GLP A, but 
will arrange for them to go to Mitch Luman, GLP A slide bank 
curator. Smith suggested members who want the HST slides 
subscribe with Luman, then he would send the duped slide(s) to 
those on the list and subtract the cost from their ledger. Samp
son will talk to Luman to see if he would be willing to dupe, 
process and send out the slides. The original slides would go 
into the GLP A slide bank. 
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CONFERENCE PLANNING: Tomlinson said there is no 
invitation for the 1998 GLPA conference. Any contacts should 
be directed to Tomlinson. Whitt complemented Tomlinson for 
the materials he supplied to the conference hosts. 

NPC: Smith relayed that NPC has fallen dormant. Some 
regional support has been withdrawn. Bylaws and standing 
rules had been approved, but it is not incorporated. Some of its 
goals, such as more interaction with the professional astronomy 
community, are being met through organizations such as IPS. It 
was decided not to continue pursuit of organizing NPC now. 

OLD BUSINESS: Tomlinson mentioned that GLPA is 
under section 501 (c)( 6) of the IRS Code as a professional busi
ness league. Under section 501 (c)(3), educational organiza
tions, donations to the organization would be tax deductible. 
Applying for 501 (c)(3) would cost $465. Our nonprofit status 
would be unaffected. Applying for 501 (c)(3) would require 
amending the bylaws. It was decided take no action at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS: It was decided we should continue to 
take slides and photos at the conferences and the historian, 
David DeBruyn, will continue to maintain that file. 

Reduced rates for Astronomy and Sky & Telescope were 
discussed. No action was taken at this time. 

Tomlinson said that Dr. James Kaler was named a GLPA 
FELLOW last year. Smith moved we make him a GLPA mem
ber each year he continues to present the Annual Astronomy 
Update. Seconded by Batch. Motion carried. 

Parker mentioned his first Executive Committee meeting 
was in October, 1979. He did not recall missing an Executive 
Committee meeting since that first one. A year after his current 
term he will be 55; therefore, he announced he will be retiring 
as GLP A SecretarylTreasurer at the end of the current term 
(spring 1998) and will not be running for reelection next year. 

BUDGET: Francetic asked the committee to investigate 
purchasing a laptop computer for use at the conference. Ben
jamin suggested a committee look at possibilities and report at 
the spring meeting. Francetic and Wes Orloff will follow up. 

Parker had distributed the financial report and the budget 
worksheet prior to the conference. These budget figures, arrived 
at and discussed during the meeting, were approved: 

ESTIMATED 1996-971NCOME Projected 
Dues 7000 
Conference 1000 
Instruction Materials 500 
Interest, Gift Shop, Advertising 1150 
Solar System Program 1500 
TOTAL INCOME 11,150 

PROJECTED 1996-97 EXPENSES 
Publications 

Newsletter 
Proceedings 
TIPS #10, #18, #4 

Education 
Instructional Materials 
Conference Planning 
Membership 
Mobile Users Group 
Development 
GLPA Postage & Supplies 
Executive Comm. & IPS Travel 
President's Expenses, Annual Rpt, 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

1450 
2600 
4350 
1500 
1425 

950 
450 

50 
100 
300 

1900 
~ 

1 5,235 

The spring Executive Committee meeting will be May 3. 
The meeting ajourned at :28 P,M. 

Respectfully Submitted, ---.J~~~' ~::....:.;~~~~ __ _ 



ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 26, 1996 

CALL TO ORDER: The annual business meeting of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association was called to order at the 32nd 

annual conference by President April Whitt at 11: 15 A.M. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: David Parker, Secretary/ 
Treasurer, reviewed the minutes of the previous business 
meeting held in Grand Rapids, MI, Oct. 28, 1995, which were 
printed in Winter issue of the Newsletter. A motion to approve 
the minutes as printed was seconded and approved. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Parker read the summary of 
GLPA financial activity for the past fiscal year, Oct. 1, 1995, to 
Sept. 30, 1996. 

(Please see the Executive Committee 
meeting minutes for the financial report.) 

Jon Marshall asked if it would be possible to invest the 
savings for additional interest income. Parker said that currently 
the rates of interest is 4.32%,not very high, but and he needed to 
have the money available for GLP A projects. Other investment 
opportunities will be examined. A motion to Alan Paries to 
approve the financial report was seconded and carried. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Whitt announced that a copy 
of the Solar System Adventure Tour was sent to Glen Moore in 
Australia. 

Anyone using Weiss mounts was encouraged to contact 
Gregg Williams to get a possible quanity order. 

Whitt reported she is willing to send letters of recommenda
tion supporting anyone in their proffessional endeavors, such as 

applying for tenure in colleges. 
Dale Smith talked about the times of change taking place in 

the International Planetarium Society and in the planetarium 
community. This means opportunities will be available for 
improvement and growth. Dale, a candidate for IPS President
Elect, would like to build international cooperation and global 
relationships in IPS. He would like to promote the existence of 
regional organizations and membership in IPS among the 
regionals. He would work to advance individual contacts and 
cooperation with the international professional astronomical 
community. He would also like to develop resource banks 
similar to those available to GLPA members. Proceedings of 
IPS conferences should be delivered to all IPS members on a 
timely fashion. He said the practical services IPS can provide to 
its members is important and he would augment those services. 
He would also travel to regional meetings domestically and 
abroad to listen to concerns and ideas. 

PRESIDENT ELECT: Dan Francetic announced the 
offices of President-Elect, Secretary/Treasurer, and IPS Repre
sentative are filled by election in odd numbered years. In 
preparation for the election at the annual business meeting next 

16 

year, a nominating committee consisting of Randy Olson, Wis., 
Eric Schreur, Mich., Art Klinger, Ind., and Mary Schindewolf, 
Ill., has been selected. Anyone having nominees to suggest 
should contact a member of the committee. 

IPS REPORT: Sue Reynolds announced the 1998 IPS 
conference will be in London, June 29 to July 3. The approxi
mate costs (in American dollars) will be: registration $375-
$400, hotels $135-$188, some university accomodations $27-
$33. The post conference tour, July 4-8, will visit several 
astronomical sites for about $750. John Hare said Undine 
Concannon would like to know names of those considering 
going to IPS '98 as soon as possible for planning purposes. 
Information about spouse events and reduced rates for spouses 
will be announced later. 

The 2000 IPS conference will be in Montreal, Quebec. 

MEMBERSHIP: Gene Zajac announced that GLPA had 
263 members in 34 states and 3 countries for the 1995-96 year, a 
new all time high. The top states were Michigan 49, Ohio 44, 
Indiana 40, and Illinois 26. 

The new membership form being used will gather new 
kinds of information about planetariums types and locations. 

GLP A member email address lists will be distributed and 
kept up to date, as information is emailed to Zajac. All changes 
of addresses (of either kind) should be sent to Zajac. TIPS 
booklets, Newsletters and the Proceedings are scheduled to be 
sent out by mail again this year, so up-to-date addresses are 
important. 

Zajac also asked for nominations for FELLOW and 
honorary awards be sent to him by April '97. 

Our Russian contact, Zinaida Sitkova, has been given 
GLPA membership, to help keep her apprised of activities. 

DEVELOPMENT: Whitt reported Jeff Bass, unable to 
attend the conference, has done lots of work with conference 
hosts, vendors and companies, helping them participate in the 
conference. He would like a replacement for his position as 
chair of the Development Committee. His increasing responsi
bilities at Cranbrook during its construction program will curtail 
his involvement with Development. Whitt asked voluteers for 
that position to contact her. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin said the benefits most 
appreciated by GLP A members, other than the conference, were 
the publications. GLPA publishes the quarterly Newsletter, the 
annual conference Proceedings, and periodically TIPS booklets 
through the Education Committee. 

The deadline for each issue of the Newsletter is the 1st of 
the month preceding the equinoxes and solstices. The state 
chairs gather information from planetarians in their respective 
states and sent the information to the editor. The state chairs are 
Alan Paries-Ind., Lisa Daley-Mich., Bob Allen-Wis., Dale 
Smith-Ohio, and Bart Benjamin-Ill. All planetarians should send 
news and information for the Newsletter to their state chairs. 



The Newletter will be listing email addresses and home 
pages by state. Names, positions, facility, and email addresses 
will be collected by the state chairs, and it will be revised 
annually and inserted in the Proceedings. 

The Proceedings is edited, printed and distributed by Dale 
Smith and his staff at BGSU following the conference each fall. 
The timeline for mailing continues to be in January. There is 
also an index for the Proceedings which may soon be seen on 
the GLP A web page. (http://padsl.pa.msu.edulabrams/glpa.html) 

The Astronomical Society of the Pacific conference in the 
summer of 1997 will be in Chicago. Amateur astronomers, 
teachers and planetarium directors should plan to attend. 

EDUCATION: David DeRemer announced Muncie 
Central High School, (Ind.) Peggy Gebhart, Director, is a site for 
JPL educational activities. She receives materials, videos and 
activies from JPL. She will copy videos to provided blank tapes 
and will do workshops. She will put a list in the Newsletter. 

The GLP A produced Solar System Adventure Tour 
planetarium program has been completed and is shipping. 
Twenty-three kits have been sent out and several more orders 
are coming in. Duplication cost is $75. One copy will be given 
as a door prize at this conference and one copy has been sent to 
Australia. Additional show kits are going to be produced so that 
orders can be filled as soon as they are received. 

TIPS #4, "Preparing and Presenting School Planetarium 
Programs," edited by Marilynn Bacyinski was finished and 
mailed in June to all GLP A members 

TIPS #10 will address meeting the needs of the physical 
challenged in the planetarium and has been completed, edited by 
Noreen Grice, and will be printed and shipped soon to all GLPA 
members at no extra charge. 

TIPS #11, "TIPS for Writing Planetarium Scripts," origi
nally produced in 1983, will be updated with information 
presented at the workshop at this conference. 

TIPS #18, "TIPS for Portable and Small Planetarium 
Users," is being produced by Sue Reynolds and will be finished 
next spring. 

TIPS #19 will focus on simple and inexpensive special 
effects devices for the planetarium. Dan Goins, Martinsville, 
will be editing that publication. Anyone with plans or ideas for 
constructing simple special effects should send those to Goins. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Gary Sampson 
clarified that in response to our sending the Solar System 
program to Australia, an authentic Australian boomerang will be 
sent to GLPA to be given as a door prize. 

He also said that TIPS #10, which will be printed yet this 
fall. will be about 250 pages and will be distributed to all GLP A 
members. After the initial distribution, TIPS #10 can be pur
chased at cost by any GLP A member. 

Eric Schreur has contributed three new scripts. Dale Smith 
will also be contributing another script. The GLP A script bank 
and resource bank indexes are going to be put on the GLP A 
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home page. Anyone wanting to order scripts or other resources 
will be able to check the indexes on the home page. 

Hubble Space Telescope slide are now being made avail
able to the planetarium regionals. Mitch Luman, the GLP A slide 
bank curator, will begin operating a subscription service to 
disperse the HST slides. For each member who subscribes for a 
fee (maybe $25), he will copy the HST slides he receives and 
send them out directly to subscribers and subtract the cost from 
each person's ledger. Details and an order form will be in the 
Newsletter. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tomlinson noted that 
the conference photographer each year gets free conference 
registraton. The photographer must pay the other conference 
related expenses. The position is open each year to any GLP A 
member who wishes to apply. Applications go to Tomlinson. 

Tomlinson also mentioned that state workshops hosts can 
get labels from Zajac for mailing spring workshop information. 
Activities at the spring workshops should include encouraging 
GLPA membership, gathering news for the GLPA Newsletter, 

and updating the IPS directory. Guidelines and tips for state 
chairs and workshop hosts are available from Garry Beckstrom. 

State spring workshops information was announced: 
Michigan, Mayl0, Kalamazoo; 
Ohio, undetermined; 
Illinois, Apr. 12, Waubonsie Valley HS Pltm, Aurora; 
Indiana, Apr. 12, Muncie Community Schools; 
Wisconsin-Minnesota, Apr. 18-19, Madison. 

Tomlinson announced that GLPA does not have a confer
ence site for 1998. Letters of invitation from anyone willing to 
host the conference are needed. Contact Tomlinson for details. 

Completed conference evaluations were requested. 
The '97 GLPA Conference will be Oct. 22-25 in Cleveland. 

OLD BUSINESS: Past-President David Batch said he is 
managing the GLP A web site. He asked for email suggestions 
for modifications and additions to the web site. 

NEW BSUINESS: Dan Francetic, one of the hosts for the 
1997 GLPA Conference, showed a video highlighting the 
conference sites. 

It was announced that James Comienski (Lakewood High 
School Planetarium) and his wife had triplets. 

Mark Reed send out a survey to many planetarians and will 
report on the results next year. 

A motion was made to adjourn by Dan Goins at 12:27. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

David E. Parker, Secretary/Treasurer 



Great Lal<es Planetarium Association 

FELLOW OF 
GLPA 

In recognition of a member's professional status and 
significant contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium 
Associaiton (GLPA), the Executive' Committee will consider 
candidates for the rank of FELLOW of GLPA. 

Any current 
nominate a 
supporting 

member In good standing with the GLPA 
~andidate .by submitting an application 

documents to the membership chairman. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA: 

1. Active membership* In GLPA for ten or more consecutive 
years. 

may 
and 

2. Active membership* 1n GLPA for five or more consecutive 
years with substantial contributions in at least two of 
the categories listed below. 

a. Serving GLPA 1n elective offices, appointed 
chairmanships, committee work, and/or conference 
planninq. 

b. Relevant and significant publications and/or 
conference paper presentations. 

c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
orqanizations. 

d. The development and communication of innovative 
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of 
benefit to the general membership. 

l. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLPA Code 
of Ethics for the Planetarium Profession. 

* Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has 
attended a majority of state and regional GLPA meetings. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer FELLOW status 
upon nominated individuals on the basis of the above 
qualifications. 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: Gene Zajac 
Shaker Heights Sr. H.S. Planetarium 
15911 Aldersyde Drive 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
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NOMINATION FORM FOR 
FELLOW OF GLPA 

NAME OF NOl-IINEE: 

INSTITUTION: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: _____________________ STATE _____ ZIP ______ _ 

CRITERIA REQUIRED: 

1. Years of Dlernbership in GLPA from ____ to present. • Yrs. 

2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Locatioll) •. 

J. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, conunitte chairmanships, 
conwittee memberships, conference host/planning. Include dates. 

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESEtiTED - INCLUDE DATES. 

5. OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Please attach additional sheets if necessary. 

NOMINATED BY: 

DATE: 
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Great Lal<es Planetarium Association 

HONORARY 
Ll:FE MEMBER 

In recognition of a member's significant career contri
butions to planetarium education and the Great Lakes 
Planetarium Association (GLPA), the Executive Committee 
will consider candidates for HONORARY LIFE KEMBER who meet 
the qualifications listed below. 

Any member in good standing with the GLPA 
candidate by submitting an application 
documents to the membership chairman. 

may nominate a 
and supporting 

CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 

1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be 
nominated on the basis of: 

a. The number of years of membership in the GLPA. 
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLPA. 
c. Professional aceomplishments in astronomy and 

planetarium education. 
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 

organizations. 

2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired 
from fulltime planetarium education. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary 
Hembership upon nominated individuals on the basis of 
above qualifications. An Honorary Life Member will 
full membership privileges for life and will be exempt 
dues. 

Life 
the 

have 
from 

Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive 
recognition and a certificate of their membership status at 
the annual Armand Spitz banquet. 

SUBMIT NOHINATIONS TO: Gene Zajac 
GLPA Me~bership Chairman 
Shaker Heights Sr. H.S. Planetarium 
15911 Aldersyde Drive 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
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GLPA NOMINAT~ON FORM FOR 
HONORARY L~FE MEMBERSHZP 

NAME OF NOJiINEE: 

INSTITUTION: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: _____________________ STATE _____ ZIP ______ _ 

CRITERIA REQUI~ED: 

1. Years of membership in GLPA from _______ to present. • Yr~. 

2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location). 

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, committe chairmanships, 
comnl1ttee membershIps, conference host/plannIug. Include dates. 

4. PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESENTED - INCLUDE DATES. 

s. O'fHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEJ-fEU'fS Al~D CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Please attach additional sheet5 if necessary. 

NOMINATED BY: 

DA'l'E: 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
would like to thank the following Patron and 

Sustaining Members for their support: 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$200 and up 

Astro-Tech Manufacturing, Inc. 
550 Ehn Ridge Avenue 

Canal Fulton, Ohio 44614 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio Visual Imagineering 
10801 Cosmonaut Boulevard 

Orlando, Florida 32824 
Representative: Joanne McCullough 

Bowen Music Productions 
748 East Bates Street; Suite 300 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

East Coast Control Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 486 

Bigler, Pennsylvania 16825 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Goto Optical Manufacturing COlnpany 
636 Southdale Way 

Woodside, California 94062 
Representative: Kimberly Ayres 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
4301 32nd Street West C-1 
Bradenton, Florida 34205 

Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Laser Fantasy International 
1721 132nd Avenue N.E. 

Bellevue, Washington 98005 
Representative: Mike Lutz 

Minolta Corporation 
101 Williams Drive 

Ramsey, New Jersey 07446 
Representative: Kosuke Sasaki 
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Seiler Instrument and Manufacturing Company 
170 East Kirkham Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63 119 

Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Spitz, Inc. 
P.O. Box 198; Route 1 

Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 19317 
Representative: John Schran 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$75 to $199 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
600 Komas Drive 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84158 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Cutnberland Science Museuln 
800 Fort Negley Boulevard 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIA TION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of 
planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. 
Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership should be addressed 
to: Mr. David Parker, Secretary/Treasurer (address below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions 
expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, 
May, August and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below). Copyright 1996. 

PRESIDENT 
April Whitt 
Fembank Science Center 
156 Heaton Park Drive, N.E. 
Atlanta., GA 30307 
(404) 378-4311, ext. 221 
april. whitt@fembank.edu 

PRESIDENT -ELECT 
Dan Francetic 
Euclid Senior High School 
711 E. 222 Street 
Euclid, OH 44123 
(216) 261-2900, ext. 362 
danfran@aol.com 

PAST -PRESIDENT 
David Batch 
Abrams Planetarium 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
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