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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

As your new President, I would like to thank you, the 
GLP A members, for electing me. I am truly honored to serve 
our organization, the world's oldest and largest planetarium 
regional. 

Secondly, I wish to thank the Executive Committee 
for what I am sure will be a productive enterprise for the next 
two years. Based on past experience with the Committee, I 
am privileged to work with such a dedicated group of people. 
Each of them will be introduced later in this message. 

The big news this year is our upcoming conference 
on October 23-26 right here in Menasha, Wisconsin. Karen 
Klamczynski of the Barlow Planetarium at the University of 
Wisconsin-Fox Valley is our conference hostess. The Barlow 
Planetarium is a beautiful Digistar facility and much of their 
programming is devoted to educational groups, so there 
should be much of interest for everyone. A conference feature 
will be the premiere of Stargazer, a GLPA-produced 
program. Bob Bonadurer and Dave DeRemer have received a 
grant to produce Stargazer, which features the life of our 
"adopted astronomer" Dr. James Kaler. Also, you might want 
to consider extending your autumn stay in Wisconsin, as 
travel bargains abound in the beautiful Door County 
peninsula, which is near Menasha. 

And, as promised, I would like to give credit to the 
Executive Committee, who are responsible for the "inner 
workings" of GLP A. 

Dr. Jeanne Bishop is our Past-President. Jeanne, one of the 
founders of GLP A, has done an outstanding job as President. 
Let us also remember that she instituted the TIPS booklets as 
a former Education Chair, has served as a conference co-host, 
has made numerous presentations at our conferences, and was 
also a Newsletter Editor for several years. 

Joseph DeRocher, our President-Elect, has been a GLP A 
member for 23 years and has served several times as a 
conference co-host. Joe is currently the director of the newly
dedicated Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History. 
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Robert Bonadurer, our Secretary/Treasurer for the last four 
years, has accomplished much in his 11 years with GLP A. 
Bob is a former conference host and is a co-producer of our 
GLPA production of Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky. As 
mentioned above, he is currently working with Dave 
DeRemer on the Stargazer program. 

Bart Benjamin has been Publications Chair and Newsletter 
Editor for 14 of his 18 years as a GLPA member. You are 
reading the 57th consecutive issue of our GLPA Newsletter 
that Bart has produced. He also has served as a Proceedings 
Editor and as a conference co-host. 

Dr. Dale Smith has been our Proceedings Editor and 
PrinterlMailer for 14 years. Dale selVed as our President for 
four years and was a conference host in 1988. He rightly 
points out that "with Bart's leadership as Newsletter Editor, 
and my role as PrinterlMailer, we've given GLPA members 
the benefits of an active and smoothly running publications 
program." 

(continued on page 5) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

On Wednesday, March 20 at 1:16 p.m. CST, 
GLP A will experience another of its biennial changes of 
leadership. On behalf of the GLPA membership, I'd like to 
thank outgoing President Jeanne Bishop for the excellence 
that she brought to tlle office of President and wish our 
incoming President Gary Sampson the best of luck as he 
assumes the duties of that office. Because of this change in 
leadership, there are two President's Messages in this issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter - one for pre-Equinox and one for post
Equinox. 

Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2002. Please submit your 
facility reports to your State Chairs by mid-April. Thank you, 
and have a wonderful spring! 



Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

Susan Button has been our IPS Representative for six of her 
14 years as a GLPA member. She edited the very popular 
TIPS #18 (for portable and small planetariums) and has 
presented papers and workshops at the last 12 GLP A 
conferences. 

Chris Janssen is completing his first year as Membership 
Chair, having taken over for Gene Zajac. Chris has used his 
computer experience to move and enhance our membership 
database to Microsoft Access. 

Geoffrey Holt is completing his third year as Instructional 
Materials Chair. Geoff is in charge of printed materials and 
has put our script bank index, our resource materials index, 
and Proceedings abstracts online at our GLP A web site. 
Currently, Geoff, an award-winning web master, is updating 
our web site. He also maintains the listserv for the Executive 
Committee, which greatly helps communication among our 
group. 

Mitch Luman has been our Audio-Visual Curator for 12 
years. He does our slide copying and has distributed our 
Solar System Adventure Tour and Zubenelgenubi programs. 
His work as a distributor of the Hubble slides set an example 
for all U.S. regionals and was later adopted by IPS. Mitch 
writes that "when I copy slides for teachers, I know we 
provide material essential to what they do. Another highlight 
was being able to assist in selecting images to make slide sets 
which we later donated to our colleagues in Russia, a project 
spearheaded by Alan Pareis." 

Gary Tomlinson is completing his 10th year as Conference 
Planning Chair. He also has served as a GLP A President and 
IPS Representative, as well as a conference host. Gary has 
edited and updated our voluminous Officer's Handbook as 
well as the Conference Guidelines, a document which is 
approaching 100 pages in length! He edited and/or 
contributed to four of our TIPS booklets and is currently 
working on a new "Music TIPS" booklet with Gene Zajac. 

Arthur Klinger has served for four years in the vital position 
of Development Chair. Art works with our vendors, who are 
a major source of support for GLP A. He is involved in a 
continuous effort to streamline and update procedures for 
working with these vendors. 

David DeRemer is completing his twelfth year as Education 
Chair. Dave produced our Solar System Adventure Tour 
program, co-produced the Zubenelgenubi program, and is co
producing Stargazer. As Education Chair he wrote, 
contributed or co-edited eight of our TIPS booklets. 

Special thanks are also due to Mary Schindewolf, 
David Batch, and Dan Goins. Mary is the State Meeting 
Coordinator, and was particularly busy this last year when 
many states held extended conferences. Dave, a Past-
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President and conference host for GLP A, originally set up 
and still hosts our web site on the Michigan State University 
server. And, for many years, Dan (also a fonner conference 
host) has been the "keeper" of the GLP A gift shop. 

Taken together, this is really an impressive list of 
service and accomplishments! The 13 members of our 
Executive Committee have served a total of 61 years in their 
current positions. This means that each person has served an 
average of nearly five years. As your new President, I am 
very privileged to serve with this hard-working and dedicated 
Executive Committee. As a former conference co-host and 
chair of Instructional Materials, I have witnessed first-hand 
the inner workings of the Executive Committee. If the past is 
any indication, all of us in GLP A can expect many more 
productive years of benefits and service. Please remember 
that we are here to serve you. Our current contact 
information is listed on the masthead of the GLPA 
Newsletter. Clear skies to all, and let's go for the stars! 

OUTGOING PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Jeanne Bishop 

I am delighted to turn over the reins of leadership to 
Gary Sampson, who, I'm sure, will be an outstanding GLP A 
President. Thank you to all the people on the Executive 
Committee with whom I have had the pleasure to serve. As I 
move to the position of Past-President, I look forward to 
Gary's leadership and the addition of Joe DeRocher, 
President-Elect, to the Executive Committee. 

In Gary's first President's Message, you can read 
about the service records of each Executive Committee 
member. Our Executive Committee is a very capable group, 
people who both initiate and cooperate to the fullest to make a 
very smooth operating system. May it always be this way. 

A quiet revolution in the way that the GLPA 
Executive Committee (and the boards of many organizations) 
conduct their ongoing business has occurred in the last few 
years. Unlike the days in which a President or another 
Executive Committee member mailed notes and made calls 
for important and quick feedback, now E-mail is the norm. 
What a difference it makes! Quick feedback on almost every 
issue from everyone on the Committee occurs regularly. I 
judge that the amount of input by each member has risen 
tenfold from what it was before E-mail. And this makes 
conducting business efficient and thorough. 

Like Gary, I anticipate an excellent fall GLPA 
meeting October 23-26, with Karen Klamczynski hosting us 
at the Barlow Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Fox 
Valley. Before that, however, there is an IPS meeting, this 
year's to be held in the United States in Wichita at 
Exploration Place. Host (and IPS President) Martin Ratcliffe 
notes that the meeting will begin with NASA workshops, talk 
and panel session on Sunday, July 28. Wichita, Kansas is 
probably the most convenient location ever for GLP A 
members, so I hope that many GLP A people can be there. By 



the time you read this, you should have received mailed 
information. Alternatively, check the IPS web site. 

Speaking of web sites, please take a look at the 
GLP A web site. Geoff Holt has devoted much thought and 
work to updating the GLP A site, making it especially 
attractive and user-friendly. Thanks, Geoff. 

The new GLP A Stargazer program which is being 
produced by Bob Bonadurer and Dave DeRemer with Dr. 
James Kaler should be wonderful! I have seen the 
preliminary script and know that one recent Saturday was 
spent videotaping Jim Kaler in his academic setting. Bob, 
Dave, and Jim are so enthusiastic about the program! We are 
fortunate to have the benefit of Bob and Dave's program 
expertise and Bob's grant-writing ability. And we are very 
grateful that Dr. Kaler shares his expertise and vision with us, 
both in his yearly update talks and in this new format. Have 
you seen Jim's book, Extreme Stars? It is an outstanding 
resource for lessons and programs about stars. I use it for the 
Science Olympiad "Reach for the Stars" event. I think that 
Jim Kaler's popular books on stars are to astrophysics what 
Steven Hawking's Brief History of Time is to cosmology. 

GLP A is a vibrant organization, to my knowledge producing 
more materials for members than any other planetarium 
organization. If you know planetarians in your area who 
currently are not members, you can help by telling them about 
the benefits of GLP A membership. See the back cover of this 
or any issue of the GLPA Newsletter for Membership Chair 
Chris Janssen's address. 

Thanks, Bart Benjamin, for yet another fine issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter! And Happy Vernal Equinox to all! 

MAILING LIST NOTICE 

Occasionally, GLPA releases its 
membership list to interested companies and 
organizations. If you do not wish to have your 
name and address released, please notify GLPA's 
Secretary/Treasurer Bob Bonadurer. 

PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE GLPA NEWSLETTER 

I. Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 
A. What college(s) did you attend? 
B. What were you doing before you started working in the planetarium? 
C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your current position? What percent of your job duties 

are planetarium-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 
A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may have influenced your love of the stars and/or your 

career path to the planetarium. 
B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've had while working in the planetarium field. 
C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space science in which you have a particular interest. Is this 

interest directly related to your job, or is it just for your own curiosity. 
D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, 

deep sky, etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to pursue your hobby. 
E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours tllat is not planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart Benjamin, Ceman Earth and Space Center, Triton College, 2000 
Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 or via e-mail to:bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us. Thank you! 
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ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 



Chair: 

Chair: 

Chair: 

Chair: 

Chair: 

STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _ schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 

State Meeting Dates 

State Meeting Coordinator Mary Schindewolf reports the 
following spring state meeting dates: 

Illinois: Illinois will meet with Wisconsin and Minnesota 
on May 3-4 in Madison. 
Indiana: Indiana's spring meeting will be held in 
Mishawaka on April 20. 
Michigan: Michigan's spring meeting will be held in 
Marquette on June 21-22. 
Ohio: Ohio's spring meeting will be held at the Erie 
Historical Museum Planetarium in Erie, PA (also known 
as Extreme Eastenl Ohio) on Saturday, April 13. 
Wisconsin/Minnesota: Wisconsin and Minnesota will 
meet (with Illinois) on May 3-4 in Madison. 

The Strickler Planetarium 
on the campus of Olivet Nazarene 
University in Bourbonnais hosted the 
Illinois State meeting on the final 
Saturday in October. The morning 
featured an update on the many 
offerings of the planetarium along 
with presentations by Wayne James 
and Roy Kaelin. Strickler is now 
presenting five shows to the public, 
which is the most they've ever offered 
at one time. These five programs are 
The Explorers, The Explorers of 

Mauna Kea, Rusty Rocket, Amazing Stargazing, and 
Introduction to the Planetarium. Collectively, these shows 
offer programming for every age level, from pre-school to 
adult. Their equipment updates continue with Ash 
Enterprises and the installation of an automation system. 

The Cern an Earth and Space Center on the 
campus of Triton College in River Grove will bring back its 
popular show on severe weather, entitled Nature's Fury, 
along with Minneapolis' Journey to the Stars. As far as 
children's shows are concerned, the spring will feature 
Strasenburgh's Magic Sky and Dinosaurs in Space. As 
always, three different laser shows and a Monthly Skywatch 
program will also be featured. On Saturday, April 13th, 
Soviet and Russian space expert James Oberg will make a 
special presentation to tlle Cernan Center members. 

From March through mid-April, the Lakeview 
Museum Planetarium will present its Saturday morning 
Family Show Series, Where in the Universe is Carmen 



Sandiego ll, a March Monthly Skywatch (what's up and how 
to find it), Aurora (from Minneapolis), and Follow the 
Drinking Gourd (from New Jersey State Museum). From 
mid-April through the'summer, two shows will be presented 
on the weekends: A Summer Galactic Adventure (a new 
reworking of the "Galactic Adventure" disks) and In Search 
of New Worlds (from the Adler). An extended schedule of six 
weekday shows will start June lIth. John Dobson will be 
speaking at the planetarium April 3 rd at the regular monthly 
meeting of the Peoria Astronomical Society. The 
Interplanetary 5K Race/Walk will be held Saturday, April 6th 
in Detweiller Park. Runners will navigate a course that takes 
them from Mercury to Mars and back through Peoria's 
Community Solar System model. The race is an official 5K 
Grand Prix event of the Illinois Valley Striders. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will begin the spring with Spring 
Prairie Skies, Odyssey; Calgary's In My Backyard, and a light 
show featuring the music of Led Zeppelin. Zubenelgenubi's 
Magical Sky will return to the dome in April. Also in April, 
the planetarium is planning its first big-screen science fiction 
film festival in conjunction with the Orpheum Children's 
Science Museum. The staff recently applied for a grant for a 
digital sound system. Early summer will bring a welcome 
reupholstering of the planetarium'S 144 seats. 

The Spring Indiana State 
meeting will be hosted by Art Klinger 
at the PHM Planetarium in 
Mishawaka on Friday evening and 
Saturday April 19-20. Art has a 
number of things planned for this 
meeting. At this writing, at least one 
vendor plans to be present, with 
hopefully more to come. An "Ask the 
Vendor" Q&A session similar to the 
one we had at the 2000 conference at 
Adler is planned. For those planning 

to come Friday evening there will be time to renew 
friendships and "talk shop" at dinner. Please recall that this is 
the planetarium with a Minolta twin sphere star machine and 
an Air-Space Exploration museum with over 60 items on long 
term loan from the Smithsonian. Some of their artifacts have 
flown in space. 

The Koch Planetarium of the Evansville Museum is 
currently running Loch N~ss Production's More Than Meets 
The Eye and is busy planning a "ramped up" Astronomy Day 
observance. Science Educator Mike Smith and Planetarium 
Director Mitch Luman will host solar observing at the 
Museum in conjunction with local amateur astronomers, offer 
free performances of SEPAls Saving The Night show, and 
present 3-D Mars programs and Paper Plate Astronomy 
activities. The Museum's scale solar system will be spread out 
along the Ohio River walkway where visitors can stroll as far 
as Mars (0.25 miles away) as they walk past Mercury, Venus 
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and Earth. The outer planets will be kept at the Museum. 
Evening activities will include neighborhood star parties and 
an open house at a local observatory. 

Peggy Motes from the Muncie Community Schools 
Planetarium and Amera Platt from the Wayne High School 
Planetarium presented two sessions at the Hoosier 
Association of State Science Teachers Inc. (HASTI) in 
Indianapolis in February. The presentations about the Cassini 
and Mars Odyssey missions were sponsored by the NASA 
JPL Solar System Educator Program and the Indiana Space 
Grant Consortium. 

The Muncie Community Schools' Planetarium has 
added the Adler program In Search of New Worlds to 
programs offered this spring. Teachers in the Muncie 
Community Schools have received information about the 
Indiana Science Standards provided in the program for grades 
5-12. 

As the 
bleakness of the latest 
winter subsides, 
Michigan planetarians 
prepare themselves for a 
very productive and 
busy spring. 
Abrams Planetarium 
in Lansing would like to 
welcome to their staff 
John French, most 
recently from Corsicana, 
Texas. John has joined 

the staff as production coordinator and Digistar "guru." On 
the program-side of things, they are planning to run special 
shows and observing sessions around the weekends of the 
naked-eye planet spectacle in late April and early May. 
Before and after those dates they'll continue to offer Orion 
Rendezvous as their feature program and Zubenelgenubi's 
Magical Sky as their family show. 

The Exhibit Museum Planetarium in Ann Arbor 
has completed working the kinks out of their new program, 
Women In Astronomy: A History, and will be making it 
available soon. It has received great reviews in the Ann 
Arbor News and the Detroit Free press, and was featured 
regionally on Michigan Radio and its affiliates. The show 
should be available by the fall at cost, which is about $550. 
This project was funded through the Michigan Council for 
the Arts and Cultural Affairs. 

Longway Planetarium in Flint is currently showing 
Dancing With The Dinosaurs and The Great Dinosaur Caper. 
They also have the "Dinostories" hands-on exhibit filling 
tlleir lobby. These continue until the end of April. Beginning 
in May, they will open The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket 
from Hansen Planetarium as their feature family planetarium 
presentation through the summer. The Amusement Park 
Science exhibit opens on June 1st with a special feature, the 



Digital Amusement Park Digistar show. The ever-popular 
Family Science hands-on activities· continue with "Mystery 
Bottles" on April 13th, "Wonderful Junk" on May 11th, 
"Amusement Park Science" on June 1st and "Fun in the 
Garden" on June 8th. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette will run 
Cosmic Perspective in April and May and Southern Skies in 
June. On June 21-22, Scott Stobbelaar will host the Michigan 
state meeting with a Friday night program, telescope 
observing, papers, discussions, etc. Information about the 
June meeting will be mailed in March to all Michigan GLP A 
members. 

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium will 
have public programs from April to June. They will run 
Mystery of the Missing Seasons from Bowen Productions and 
In Search of New Worlds from Adler Planetarium. 
Development is also beginning on a new show, scheduled for 
a January 2004 opening. The show will be culturally focused 
on Hispanic traditions and celebrations, with the changing 
seasons as an underlying theme. More details will be given 
in the summer GLPA Newsletter. Also, three summer Junior 
Astronaut Camps are being prepared using the planetarium 
and Challenger Learning Center facilities. The first camp 
targets ages 6-8, the second camp k1.rgets ages 9-12 and the 
third camp targets ages 13 -15. 

At the Digital Dome Planetarium in Detroit they've 
had a very busy winter and early spring. For public shows, 
they will feature their in-house production Views of the 
Universe as well as Winter Nights. Winter Nights will be 
replaced by Spring Skies with the passing of tIle Vernal 
Equinox. School shows include the GLP A show 
Zubenelgenubi IS Magic Sky and their own Solar System 
Adventure among others. Show production continues on the 
Adler show, Images of the Infinite, set to open later in April. 

The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield is 
currently offering a "GeneraI Astronomy and Space" series 
made up of eight, 90-minute shows on Thursday. evenings. 
Mike Best, its sole planetarian, delivers live presentations due 
to their lack of funding. For this reason, any facility that 
would be willing to donate an old "rusty and dusty" 
production show would be forever in their debt. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson is 
running The Explorers of Mauna Kea from the Bishop 
Planetarium of Hawaii in February and March. In April and 
May, they will offer sessions for adults to learn either tlle 
spring or summer stars and constellations. 

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium 
in Bloomfield Hills will debut their production Engineering 
In Orbit: The International Space Station on May 24th. This 
will mark the first time Cranbrook has offered a program 
produced entirely in-house. Their efforts will bring together 
an original script and music, original DIGIST AR effects and 
their own 3-D video animation sequences. Additionally, the 
Cranbrook staff is gearing up for the coming planetary 
alignment. They'll be offering telescope views of this event 
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starting on National Astronomy Day and running for the 
following four consecutive Friday nights. 

Lastly, Cranbrook is pleased to welcome Dr. James 
Kaler on April 14th. Dr. Kaler will be presenting an exciting 
overview of astronomy in a talk entitled One Thousand Years 
of Astronomy (Of Which I Have Lived Through Five Percent). 
Dr. Kaler will also be on hand for a book signing following 
the lecture. For more information, call (248) 645-3747 or 
visit www.cranbrook.edu/institute/learningllectures.html. 

Bright new stars are 
shining in Cleveland! The new 
Shafran Planetarium at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History saw first light on 
January 15th at a gala opening 
whose guests included astronaut 
James Lovell and many 
benefactors of the planetarium. 
The new facility sports a Zeiss 
ZKP3/S star projector and 

immersive Skyvision video from Sky-Skan, all set under a 
horizontal 40-foot AstroTec dome. At 88, the number of 
seats matches not only the number of constellations but also 
the number of counties in Ohio, and an interactive exhibit 
hall introduces Ohioans and other visitors to the cosmos as 
they arrive for a planetarium show or linger afterwards. 

Coordinator Joe DeRocher and co-workers Clyde 
Simpson and Jason Davis expect to use their 21st century 
tools in the Cleveland tradition of public programs that are 
entirely live presentations. The program that I [Dale Smith] 
saw one week after the formal opening showed that this style, 
rare nowadays in large urban planetariums, is in good hands, 
as Joe captivated the audience with a skywatcher's tour of the 
cosmos that smoothly blended high-tech elements with the 
personal touch. The "oohs" and "aahs" and whispers from 
the audience during the show as well as the questions and 
excited looks afterwards were all signs of a good cosmic 
connection. The late Dan Snow, veteran Cleveland director 
until his 1983 retirement, would be proud. 

Real-sky observation also remains an integral part of 
the Cleveland mix. The Mueller Observatory's 10.5-inch 
Warner and Swasey telescope pulls in deep-sky sights on 
selected clear nights. Out of dome, Joe uses the urban setting 
to turn his green laser-pointer into a star-finding light saber 
and claims he can even hit the roof of the nearby Cleveland 
Clinic! Even the planetarium building itself gets in the act, 
as the slanted roof of the exterior dome points the way to 
Polaris. 

At nearby Shaker Heights, Gene Zajac continues 
developing his recently upgraded planetarium. Student 
volunteers have stored dozens of AstroFx and audio clips that 
Gene can access during lessons. As Gene eyes further 
equipment upgrades, he's also helping with a Shaker schools 



fundraiser by hosting a pair of silent auctions under the 
planetarium stars~ themes have included how our cosmic 
knowledge has changed over time and "stars and the 
Caribbean constellations." Meanwhile, a small but 
enthusiastic 2002 astronomy club is preparing public 
skywatching programs for March and April. Gene and 
physics teacher Joe Marencik are planning their demos as 
part of a science night for one of Shaker's elementary schools. 

CRAP continues its monthly meetings. Bob Sledz 
hosted the January conclave at Garfield Heights and Jim 
Comienski hosted the February gathering at Lakewood. 

Chuck Bueter has moved west - from Cleveland to 
Indiana. Here's his new contact information: 15893 Ashville 
Lane, Granger, IN 46530~ phone 574-271-3150; email 
bueter@rad-inc.com. Good luck, Chuck, and keep those 
paper plates coming! 

Bob Martino continues with his series of Friday and 
Saturday night public programs at the historic Perkins 
Obsenratory north of Columbus. Program topics vary from 
week to week and include a planetarium presentation in their 
Computer Theater, tours of the observatory, a slide show on 
beginning astronomy, and/or observing with the 32-inch 
telescope, weather permitting. There's also a monthly series, 
"New Vistas in Astronomy," featuring lectures by 
astronomers from Ohio State and Ohio Wesleyan universities. 
For more information, visit the observatory's web site, located 
at www.perkins-obsenratory.orglprograms.html. 

The 18-meter planetarium at COSI has a new name: 
the Dimon R. McFerson Planetarium and Theater. The 
name honors the board of trustees chairman who led the 
efforts in the building of the new COSI. Planetarium director 
Mike Stanley reports that the newest addition to the show 
line-up is The Sky Above Mister Rogers' Neighborhood, 
which opened February 1st and comes from the Carnegie 
Science Center's Buhl Planetarium. As the show opens, the 
presenter puts on a sweater and changes shoes in true Mister 
Rogers style. 

The Martians have invaded Bowling Green's 
planetarium, where Loch Ness' production MarsQuest is the 
current public show. 

The featured winter program at Youngstown's Ward 
Beecher Planetarium is Astro 101, a series of live "lessons" 
about things astronomical. For a series of eight weekends, 
Rick Pirko and Sharon Shanks will present basic astronomy 
topics, from the earliest understanding of the sky above us to 
today's modern space exploration. All the fun of learning ... 
without the tests! 

In Erie, located in the extreme eastern part of Ohio 
called Pennsylvania, Jim Gavio reports the good news that the 
twenty-year old controls at the Erie Planetarium have been 
replaced with a new control system from East Coast. Recent 
and current shows include Explorers of Mauna Kea from the 
Bishop Museum in Honolulu and 3-2-1 Blastoff from 
Minneapolis. For a look at the "erie-sistably" historic 
building that houses the planetarium and Erie Museum, visit 
their web site at www.erie.net/rvehmp/main.html. 
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Finally, back to last October's Ohio meeting: I 
reported in the December newsletter that host Sue Batson 
showed a program about a certain moon-bound feline. Not 
so! The program we really saw was Don't Duck-Look Up! 
from Baltimore's Davis Planetarium. Sorry for the quack-up 
in my report. Designed for preschoolers, this delightful show 
features a mixture of live and taped segments about newly
hatched Dudley Duck and his skywatching adventures. It has 
found an annual date on the public show agenda at my own 
planetarium in Bowling Green for several years now. 

Minnesota planetarians will meet with their Wisconsin 
and Illinois colleagues on May 3-4 in Madison, 
Wisconsin. Call Geoff Holt for details at (608) 829-4053. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium is holding its breath 
waiting for news from the Minnesota state legislature and 
Governor Ventura on whether or not it will receive funds to 
build a new planetarium scheduled to open in late 2005. 
Regardless, the current facility will close its doors on 
November 1, 2002. Call us at (612) 630-6155 to find out if 
the stars will shine in the Twin Cities. Meanwhile, the staff 
is working on GLP A's show The Stargazer, which will open 
in June and be available at the 2002 Conference in Menasha, 
Wisconsin. 

The Barlow Planetarium is getting ready for a new 
show entitled Women Hold Up Half the Sky. 

The Allen F. Blocher Planetarium in Stevens Point 
will present Minneapolis' Aurora and Journey to the Stars 
this spring. 

Minneapolis' Aurora show will also play in La 
Crosse and Waukesha. The planetarium in Moorhead, MN 
will be running Galaxies and will be gearing up to view all 
five wandering stars in May with an event called "Planets on 
Parade." 

To ensure that your planetarium is represented in the 
Summer 2002 State News section of the GLPA 
Newsletter, please send whatever news you have to 
your State Chair by the end of April. 





BULLETIN BOARD 

PAPER PLATE ASTRONOMY VIDEO 

At their last meeting, the GLP A Executive 
Committee decided to make Chuck Bueter's Paper Plate 
Astronomy videotape free to all members who wanted a 
copy, even if they were not at the summer conference. 
However, since it is difficult to determine who picked 
up a copy and who did not, we are asking that any 
member who did not receive this video who would like 
to receive one please contact Mitch Luman to request a 
copy. Thank you. 

SUMMER PLANETARIUM 
WORKSHOPS 

Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck, Director of the Ball State 
University Planetarium and Professor of Physics and 
Astronomy is agam offering summer Planetarium 
Workshops. 

Workshop I, which is entitled "Instruments and 
Techniques in Planetarium Operations" (3 credit hours), 
will be offered from June 17-21,2002. 

Workshop 2, which is entitled "New Technologies in 
Planetarium Operations" (3 credit hours), will be offered 
from July 15-19,2002. 

F or more information, contact Dr. Kaitchuck at 
Ball State University at (765) 285-8871, bye-mail at 
rkaitchu@bsu.edu, or by visiting their website at 
www.bsu.edu/csh/physics/summer.htm. 

VISIT GLPA'S NEW WEBSITE! 

GLP A Instructional Materials Chairman Geoff 
Holt, with input from his GLPA Executive Committee 
colleagues, has redesigned the GLPA website. It has a 
much improved appearance, more member resources, 
and is more user-friendly. It also has a new Internet 
address that you should bookmark for future reference -
www.glpaweb.org. 

Please check it out for yourself. If you have any 
suggestions or comments, please contact Geoff at 
gholt@madison.k12.wi.us. 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

COSI is sad to announce the departure of Dawn 
Mullis. Formerly with both the Ritter Planetarium and 
the planetarium at the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery, 
Dawn has been a valued member of the COSI 
Planetarium Team since November of 2000 in her role 
as a part-time Program Presenter. COSI will miss both 
her presentation expertise and her creative contributions. 

As a result, COSI is looking for a part-time 
(approx. 20 hours per week) Planetarium Program 
Presenter. The work schedule is primarily Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. Please e-mail Mike 
Stanley, COSI Planetarium Director, at 
mikestanley@mail.cosi.org and he will send you a job 
description. (Position available as of February 14.) 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Ohio quarter, the second quarter of 2002, 
the seventeenth coin in the State Quarters series, and the 
first GLP A state to be commemorated will honor the 
state's contribution to the history of aviation and space 
travel. As shown below, the coin depicts an early 
aircraft and an astronaut, superimposed as a group on 
the outline of the state. The design also includes the 
inscription "Birthplace of Aviation Pioneers." 

Watch for the Ohio quarter in your change this 
spring! The next GLP A state coin to be issued will be 
Indiana, which is expected to be released in late
summer. 







The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2001=2002: 

SUPER SPONSOR 

Astro-Tee Manufacturing, Inc. 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Robinette McLeroy 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Bowen Productions 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Loch Ness Productions 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Adler Planetarium 
Representative: Roy Kaelin 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Jensan Scientific 
Representative: Sarah Kennedy 

Laser Fantasy 
Representative: Scott Huggins 

SPONSORS 
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Mega Systems 
Representative: Cathy Neifeld 

Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Robert Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Minolta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

Sky Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

Learning Technologies 
Representative: JilTI & Shirley Smith 

LM Images 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Thorburn Associates 
Representative: Jim Horn 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the Intemational Planetarium Society and the National Science 
Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the SecretarylTreasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2002. 

PRESIDENT 
Gary E. Sampson 
880 Hi-Ridge Avenue 
Waukesha, WI 53186 
(262) 784-0341 
ges@execpc.com 

PRESIDENT -ELECT 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Nat. History 
1 Wade Oval, University Circle 
Cleveland,OH 44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 

PAST -PRESIDENT 
Jeanne Bishop 
Westlake Schools Planetarium 
24525 Hilliard Road 
Westlake,OH 44145 
(440) 899-3075, Ext. 2058 
jeanbishop@aol.com 

SECRETARY ffREASURER 
Robert J. Bonadurer 
The Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 

PUBLICATIONS 
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bart Benjamin 
Ceman Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove, IL 60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenjami@triton.cc.iI.us 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale W. Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Dept. 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Sue Button 
OCM BOCES PlaneL"lrium 
6820 Thompson Road 
P.O. Box 4754 
Syracuse, NY 13221 
(315) 433-2671 
sbutton@ocmboces.org 

MEMBERSHIP 
Clu'is Janssen 
Wausau School District Plm 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
(715) 261-3140, Ext. 3317 
cmjanssen@yahoo.com 

INSTR. MATER'LS LIBRARY 
PRINTED MATERIAL FILE 
Geoffrey Holt 
Madison Metro School District Plm 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison, WI 53717 
(608) 829-4053 
gholt@madison.kI2.wi.us 
AUDIO-VISUAL FILE 
Mitch Luman 
Koch Science Center Planetarium 
Evansville Museum 
411 S.E. Riverside Drive 
Evansville, IN 47713 
(812) 425-2406 
mluman@emuseum.org 
CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson 
Roger B. Chaffee Phll1etarium 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids 
272 Pearl N.W. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
(616) 456-3532 
gtomlins@mail.triton.net 
2002 CONFERENCE 
Karen Klamczynski 
Barlow Planetarium 
Univ. of Wisconsin - Fox Valley 
1478 Midway Road 
Menasha, WI 54952 
(920) 832-2852 
kklamczy@uwc.edu 

GLPA Home Page: http://www.glpaweb.org/ 

Printed and mailed from: 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, contact Dale Smith (address given above) 

DEVELOPMENT 
Arthur M. Klinger 
PHM PlaneL"lrium 
55860 Bittersweet Road 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(219) 258-9569 
aklinger@phm.kI2.in.us 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
School District of Waukesha 
222 Maple Avenue 
Waukesha, WI 53186 
(262) 970-1090 
dderemer@waukesha.kI2.wi.us 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetal"ium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _ schindewolf@ipsd.org 

GLPA CONFERENCES: 

2002 October 23-26 
Menasha, Wisconsin 

2003 To be determined 







PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

The year 2002 is certainly the year of planetarium 
conferences. First - and foremost - is our 38th annual 
GLPA Conference in Menasha, Wisconsin from October 23-
26. This is only the second GLP A conference in Wisconsin 
(the first one was in Milwaukee in 1984), Our hostess for the 
fall conference is Karen Klamczynski, Director of the Barlow 
Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley in 
Menasha. 

There are great plans in store for our fall conference. 
For the fourteenth year in a row, Dr. James Kaler will present 
his "Astronomy Update." Our Armand Spitz lecturer is none 
other than Dr. Dale Smith of the Bowling Green State 
University Planetarium. Dale's first GLPA conference was in 
Milwaukee in 1984, and he will be returning to share the 
expertise and sage advice that he has acquired over a 
remarkable I8-year career as one of the most respected 
planetarians in the world. 

Another highlight of our fall conference will be the 
premiere of "Stargazer," a planetarium program spearheaded 
by Bob Bonadurer and funded with an $18,000 IDEAS grant 
from NASA. Bob and Dave DeRemer have written the script, 
which features the work of Dr. James Kaler and is based on 
Jim's Spitz lecture at our Kalamazoo conference. "Stargazer" 
features video clips and stills of Jim at work in his University 
of Illinois classroom. Narration is by Nichelle Nichols, better 
know as Lieutenant Uhura of "Star Trek" fame. GLPA 
members who attend the fall conference will have the first 
opportunity to purchase "Stargazer" at a nominal cost. 
Eventually the program will be distributed nationally by 
GLPA. 

So now is the time to start think about attending our 
fall conference and possible prepared papers, workshops, or 
poster sessions that you might want to present. Registration 
materials for the conference will be sent out to GLP A 
members later this summer. 

This summer, IPS is meeting for its biennial 
conference at Exploration Place in Wichita, Kansas on July 
28 to August 1. Conference highlights include addresses by 
Dr. Carolyn Porco on "Planetary Rings" and by Dr. Alan 
Dressler on the "Next Generation Space Telescope." I hope 
that you are able to attend the IPS conference as it is closer to 
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our area than usual this time. Many of or GLP A member will 
be involved with various aspects of the IPS conference. 

I also attended the MAPS annual conference in 
Worcester, MA from May 8 to 11 of this year. Our host was 
Ed Frederick of the Ecotarium in Worcester. Ed was very 
gracious in allowing me to do a presentation inviting MAPS 
members to attend our GLP A fall conference. The MAPS 
conference theme was "The Complete Spectrum from Radio 
to Gamma." Five astronomers gave prepared talks on various 
regions of the electromagnetic spectrum We also took field 
trips to Harvard's Oak Ridge optical observatory and to 
MIT's Haystack radio observatory. Vendor news included the 
announcement of Goto's new CRRONOS projector and 
Minolta's MediaGlobe projector, both for medium and small 
domes. We are hoping to see demonstrations of these new 
high-tech projectors at our fall conference. Evans and 
Sutherland also gave us a presentation about their new 
Digistar III. 

(continued on page 9) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy Summer Solstice! Welcome to the longest 
season of the year! 

F or many of you, this is the time of year to "shift 
gears" - perhaps from teaching school to taking a well
deserved vacation ... or from teaching regular classes to 
summer school . . . or from welcoming throngs of school 
children to your planetarium to welcOluing smnmer day 
camps, instead. 

For some of you, a trip to Wichita, Kansas is 
planned for this summer to attend the biennial conference 
of the International Planetarium Society. All indications 
are that this will be a truly outstanding conference. I hope 
to see you there! 

Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue 
of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2002. Please 
submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late
July. Thank you, and have a wonderful summer! 



STATE 

STA TE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN I MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 
Illinois and Wisconsin 

planetarians met together for a joint 
state meeting on May 3rd and 4th. 
Hosts Geoff Holt and John Rummel 
tapped their source at the weather 
bureau to arrange perfectly clear skies 
for our Friday night star party. We 
joined several girl scouts at the camp 
site where the school's observatory is 
located. A few telescopes and many 
pairs of binoculars provided 
spectacular views of the planets, star 
clusters, comet Ikeya-Zhang, and an 

iridium flare. Saturday morning began with breakfast goodies 
sponsored by Bowen Productions. The paper session was full 
of great ideas on 3-D modeling, measuring parallax, viewing 
the Solar System from Earth, and much more. After lunch, 
Dr. Linda Sparke, Chair of the Astronomy Dept. at U of W in 
Madison, spoke about her research on galaxies. A wonderful 
time was had by all who attended. [Ed. For another report on 
this same meeting, please read the Wisconsin/Minnesota 
State News report]. 

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium will be 
presenting six shows this summer, including In Search of 
New Worlds (from the Adler), A Summer Galactic Adventure, 
Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky (the GLPA show), In My 
Backyard (from Calgary), and Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego I and II. From mid June through July, 
shows will be presented daily in addition to the weekend 
schedule. Interplanetary Bicycle Riders can tour Peoria's 
Community Solar System August 10 and 11. The planetarium 
will be upgrading it's sound system, and adding SkySkan 
DVD and Bowen's AstroFX video/audio capabilities this 
summer with two grants totaling $37,000 from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources Public Museum Capital 
Grants Program and the Florence Leiflleit Foundation. 
Lakeview Museum has had a preschool since 1977, and the 
curriculum has featured a 12 visit planetarium sequence. The 
audio system was designed and is being installed by a former 
Lakeview Preschool student who is now the audio engineer 
for our public television station. He is donating his services; 
over two decades ago we gave him an experience in the 
planetarium that he has appreciated ever since. You never 
know whom you're going to affect.. ... 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton 
College in River Grove will present a C-360 film festival 
during the summer months, which includes The Space 
Shuttle: An American Adventure, Arctic Light, The Great 
Barrier Reef, and Seasons. In addition to these wraparound 
films, the Cernan Center will present a new alternative rock 



laser show entitled LightQuest and Pink Floyd's The Wall 
laser show. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will begin Thursday summer matinees 
on June 13, in addition to their weekend evening public 
showings. They'll feature Summer Prairie Skies, Stars of 
Jade, Teddy's Quest, Calgary's In My Backyard, and yet 
another rerun of Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the Moon this 
summer. In July, the planetarium will have its 144 seats 
reupholstered. They are 15 years old and in fine shape, but 
showing signs of wear. The Staerkel Planetarium also was 
awarded a grant from the Illinois State Museum for a digital 
sound system. Now it's up to our governor! 

Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum's year 
long theme "Under One Sky" celebrates the influence of 
astronomy in cultures around the world over thousands of 
years and explores how people of the past and present look to 
the heavens for answers and guidance. "Bringing the Heavens 
to Earth: Cultural Astronomies around the World," the 
Adler's new permanent exhibit opened March 20th. Funded 
in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities, this 
exhibit explores various cultures that have contributed 
answers to the endless human quest to understand the 
Universe. Along side the new exhibit, Skywatchers of Africa 
debuted in the sky theater. Elaborating on the themes 
presented in the new exhibit, Skywatchers highlights the 
diversity of African cultural astronomy and celebrates our 
shared human experience. This summer, the Adler explores 
the red planet, the next frontier Mars. The Adler is 
collaborating with The Mars Society to host Mars Habitat, an 
outdoor exhibit, which duplicates the Mars Arctic Research 
Station on Devon Island in the Canadian Arctic. Adding to 
the adventure, the Adler will host the Loch Ness Productions 
MarsQuest. Narrated by Star Trek's Patrick Stewart 
MarsQuest highlights the red planet's past, present and 
future. 

Indiana planetarians met on 
April 19-20. On Friday evening April 
19th, the PHM Planetarium presented 
WSKY. .. Radio Station of the Stars. 
Following the show the Planetarium 
was open for exploration. The all 
important gathering at a local 
"watering hole" concluded Friday 
evenings activities. 

We had 31 people attend this 
workshop. Two vendors, Joe Hopkins 
from Joe Hopkins Engineering (JHE) 

and Geoff Skelton from Bowen Productions made 
presentations and demonstrations as well as answered 
questions from the audience. Our guest speaker was Dr. Ron 
Kaitchuck from Ball State University. His presentation was 
on: "The Early Universe" was absolutely outstanding. 

Paper presentations were made by: Mark Reed, Art 
Klinger, Chuck Bueter, Amara Platt, and Peggy Motes who 
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also provided quality NASA door prizes in the form of CDs 
on the Sun and Saturn as well as posters and teachers packets 
for everyone. 

Rick Pirko and his two planetarium assistants who 
made a five hour trip from Youngstown, Ohio, demonstrated 
several homemade special effects projectors such as snow 
flake projectors, nova and supernova grain of wheat lamps 
with dimmer controls, single and multiple strobes using 
throw-away flash cameras, and the concept of using grain of 
wheat lamps as alignment dots for all-skies and pans. 

The Carmel Planetarium (Keith Turner, Director) 
ran five different public presentations this year. The 
planetarium has made lots of progress towards upgrading the 
planetarium, including new seats, East Coast automation, 
picture frames donated from Mark Reed, and lots of helpful 
advice from Dr. Ron Kaitchuck from Ball State University. 
The planetarium also has a growing student astronomy club. 

The Koch Planetarium at the Evansville Museum of 
Arts, History and Science will reach a milestone this year 
when it will celebrate its 50th anniversary. Indiana's first 
planetarium opened to the public at an outdoor street festival 
during the fall of 1952. After its premiere, the canvas dome 
and Spitz Model A were moved to the museum where 
programming has been presented ever since. The museum 
and planetarium relocated to its current site on the Ohio River 
in 1959. A Spitz Model 512 was added in 1974. Mitch 
Luman, who has been Planetarium Director there since 1985, 
reports that a renovation of the historic facility is planned, but 
has not yet been announced. 

DirectorlProducer Alan Pareis and Technician Chris 
Highlen of the E. C. Schouweiler Planetarium, University of 
St. Francis, Fort Wayne began production the end of May for 
new show which will debut for the city's annual July 3 Rivers 
Festival. The show is the Minneapolis Planetarium's Aurora! 
The Schouweiler will also run their version of GLP A's A 
Solar System Adventure as a matinee for families of 
elementary school families. A lunar surface pan has been 
added and the sound track is being modified to extend the 
lunar landing sequence. Once the lunar landing is 
accomplished, the Schouweiler show pauses for a hands-on 
activity using the usual styrofoam balls on a stick and an old 
table lamp to demo and teach lunar phases. After the hands
on, the children return to their seats to rejoin Dennis and 
Ralph as they finish looking for "burgers and fries" on the 
moon, and the show resumes 

As we head into the hot and balmy summer months, 
Michigan planetarians will be kept busy with a variety of 
projects that include theatre maintenance, special events and, 
of course, a multitude of interesting and educational 
programs. 

The Vollbrecht Planetarium at Adler Elementary 
School in Southfield reports having had a successful season. 
The planetarium's fall season starts up on Sept. 12 with eight 
90-minute shows. This year, Planetarium Director Mike Best 



ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 



will celebrate his 57th year as an amateur astronomer, 26th 
year as an astronomy lecturer and 15th season as a 
planetarian at Vollbrecht. Hot (well maybe only lukewarm) 
on the heels of Sir Patrick Moore, Best just finished his 36th 
and 37th, hour-long television shows. 

In May, the Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in 
Grand Rapids opened a new in-house production entitled, 

Song of the Skies. The 
program designed for 7 
to 10 year olds and their 
parents utilized parts of 
10 different 
astronomical songs to 
explain things that can 
be seen in the sky -
except for the planets. 
They wanted to give 
teachers an alternative 
to a planet show. There 
is, however, a live 
current sky section 

where current evening planets will be pointed out. They had a 
local children's TV personality narrate the show and used 
custom animation produced by local college students for a 
'Big Bear' story. If nothing else, people will be leaving the 
show humming or singing even if they didn't learn anything, 
but we bet they did, even if they didn't realize it! At about this 
same time, they also ended their very successful run of 
Radioheads: OK Computer laser light show (without the laser 
- only Digistar and incandescent effects). It was the last show 
of the evening and had many sold-out performances. 

Summer shows at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum 
include The Endless Horizon from Hansen Planetarium and 
Night of the Falling Stars, an in-house produced show about 
meteors, meteor showers and meteorites. These shows run 
June 12 - August 21 (when the Perseid meteor shower is 
finished for another year). The planetarium is also working 
with the museum's Challenger Learning Center on a series of 
summer camps called "Space Detectives" for ages 6-8, "Space 
Explorers" for ages 9-11, "Junior Astronauts" for ages 12-14 
and "Freedom Camp (underground railroad)" for ages 9-12. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson offered 
"The Summer Sky for Adults: A Workshop for Grown-ups" 
in May. This informal workshop was an opportunity for 
adults to come to the planetarium to learn the location of 
constellations and bright stars. The idea came out of a 
number of requests from "Hot-Tubbers" who wanted to learn 
more about the night sky and from adults who wanted time 
away from kids. The turn out was good for the Spring Sky 
version and the number of inquiries for the summer version 
have been higher than normal for anything else they have 
offered. 

The Digital Dome Planetarium at the New Detroit 
Science Center is currently running Adler's Images of the 
Infinite show about the Hubble Space Telescope, and their 
own Spring Skies, a guided tour of the current evening. Their 
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school shows feature GLPA's Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky, 
their Solar System Adventures, the Hubble show and their 
opening presentation Views of the Universe. Their summer 
schedule will feature Buhl Planetarium's The Search for Life 
in the Universe and their own Starlit Summer Nights. They 
also celebrated their first Astronomy Day on April 20th with 
visitors viewing the Sun and Venus through telescopes and 
binoculars thanks to the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club, tlle 
opening presentation of Images of the Infinite and a great star 
party that night at Island Lake State Recreation Area. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette will feature 
Dr. Einstein's Universe (Hansen Planetarium) in June. The 
Shiras Planetarium will host a "summer" Michigan Meeting 
on June 21st and 22nd (Friday night and all day Saturday). 
It's a good chance for Michigan planetarians to take a 
summer vacation, enjoy the beautiful Upper Michigan 
outdoors and share their experiences with other planetarians. 
There will be planetarium shows, papers, discussions and 
walks. 

Also, the Community of Marquette had the 
Windows On the Universe (Christa McCauliffe Educational 
Space Center) presentations in March. Various scientists gave 
a number of teacher workshops and community programs as 
well as classroom visitations. Marquette was only one of three 
communities to receive this program. 

Longway Planetarium in Flint is filled with action. 
Their lobby/exhibit area will be filled with "Amusement Park 
Science: the Physics of Fun," a hands on exhibit about the 
physics of amusement park rides. The planetarium will 
feature the family show The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket 
by Hansen Planetarium, The Greatest Wonders of the 
Universe and, in conjunction with their hands-on exhibit, The 
Digital Amusement Park from the Dayton Planetarium. They 
will also offer week long Summer Science Camps for grades 3 
- 6 and the ever-popular Family Science Activities. 

The Grand Haven Area Public Schools 
Planetarium had another successful year with live planet and 
current sky shows featuring Joe Hopkins' great DVD's, 
Honey, I Shrunk the Universe, Welcome to the Universe
Saving the Night and Once In a Blue Moon. The word is out 
and area public schools, parochial schools, Cub Scout, Girl 
Scout and Boy Scout groups have been attending regularly. 
The planetarium has also been open Wednesday nights to the 
general public and has been fairly well attended. Next year, 
plans include the resurrection of Little Star That Could and 
their own Christmas program The Maji's Star along with new 
shows - Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky, Hercules and other 
Superhero Stars and Amazing Stargazing. 

Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will be 
performing theater maintenance this summer while still 
retaining their regular public program schedule through July. 
They are offering Gateway to Infinity for the older crowd and 
Larry Cat in Space for families. This fall they'll run Buhl's 
Search for Life in the Universe and Morehead's Sol and 
Company. 



Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills debuted their in-house production The 
Universe Tonight: Stars, Planets and Space Stations on May 
24th. The program features a star chart tutorial utilizing 
distributed star charts in conjunction with a Digistarized star 
chart, a tour of the current night sky and the taped component 
"Engineering In Orbit: The International Space Station." In 
addition, Cranbrook astronomers hosted 5 planet alignment 
viewing events in April and May. Using their observatory and 
planetarium as a centerpiece, these events drew many 
thousands of people ranging from avid amateur astronomers 
to the just curious. The events were also invaluably bolstered 
by the involvement of the Warren Astronomical Society, its 
members and their telescopes. 

Ohio planetarians 
assembled at the Erie 
(Pennsylvania) Planetarium for 
their spring 2002 meeting on 
Saturday, April 13. After 
morning refreshments and a 
warm welcome, host Jim Gavio 
ran a pair of shows. His own 
production Erie Legends was a 
spine-tingling account of eerie 
happenings in and about the 

Erie area. Written for the Halloween season, tIle show's theme 
reflects the planetarium's setting as part of the Erie County 
Historical Society. Jim also ran Eileen Starr's Navigating with 
Lewis & Clark, which tells the story of the famous exploring 
expedition and how they used celestial navigation to track 
their latitude and longitude as they traveled. Farther afield, 
the planetarium's exhibit area features an exquisite 3D model 
of a future moon base and the dome's entrance area shines 
before and after shows with black-lit artistic renderings of the 
constellations. 

Guest speaker Dr. Darren Williams of Penn State 
Erie reviewed NASA's planetary exploration program. 
Among contributed papers was Jeanne Bishop's description of 
her experiences coaching a Science Olympiad team. As she 
listed many of the challenging questions contestants have to 
answer, most listeners were glad not to be in a contestant's 
shoes. Kelly Jons and Gene Zajac reported on their project to 
build two fully functioning reproductions of William 
Herschel's 7-foot telescope. The telescopes will be two-thirds 
scale models of the original design. Kelly is renowned for his 
innovative telescope designs and in this case he and Gene are 
following facsimiles of Herschel's original plans obtained on 
a CD-ROM from the Herschel House Museum in Bath, 
England. Dale Smith and three of his students outlined the 
stargazing program at Bowling Green in which a student 
team operates observatory sessions for the general public and 
for students in introductory astronomy courses. 

Following door prizes, some attendees motored to 
the nearby Edinboro Planetarium where director David Hurd 
ran two shows, including The Sky Above Mr. Rogers' 
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Neighborhood (from Buhl Planetarium) and Legends of the 
Night Sky (from Audio-Visual Imagineering). 

Congratulations to Jeanne Bishop whose Science 
Olympiad team answered those tough questions so well that 
they won a trophy for placing third in the entire state of Ohio! 
Jeanne spent countless hours coaching and training the team 
and emphasizes that planetariums can play an important part 
in preparing students at all levels for the astronomy events of 
Science Olympiad. 

Jeanne also developed a successful evening 
community program, "Around the Sky, Around the World," 
in which fifth and Sixtll grade students told and acted out 
myths. She reports having a lovely Queen Cassiopeia for the 
myth of the Royal Family and a group of toga-wrapped and 
ivy-crowned argonauts with swords, a "Golden Fleece," and 
(stuffed) bulls with a wooden yoke for the tale of Jason and 
Argo Navis. Jeanne found that the theatrical approach with 
students worked very well in this community setting and she 
recommends it to others. 

Bob Martino reports that Perkins Observatory has 
(finally!) completed its long anticipated Mars Rover Exhibit 
Area which features a simulated Martian environment and a 
telerobotically operated Mars Rover and a Mars Lander 
constructed entirely out of LEGO bricks. Guests operate the 
Rover and Lander from computers at a "mission control" 
which is physically separated from the Mars Yard so 
operators cannot directly see where the rover is or what it is 
doing and must rely on the Rover and Lander cameras as they 
explore the simulated terrain. More than a year in the 
making, the exhibit comes complete with a piece of the real 
Mars-an 0.4 gram slice of a Martian meteorite. You can 
check out the rover on the web at www.perkins
observatory.orglmarsrover.html. 

Sue Batson has seen over 3,000 visitors at the North 
Hills High School Planetarium this school year. She's 
currently producing a new show, Latin Mythology of the Sky, 
that will feature original artwork by her students and expects 
to have slides and a script to donate to GLP A's banks next 
fall. North Hills Spanish classes heard the Spanish version of 
Stardate: Ancient Horizons in May. Sue will soon have a 
short. show about sky colors ready for 1st-year language 
classes, including versions in Latin, German, French, 
Spanish, and American Sign Language. 

Jeff Potter reports from the University of Toledo's 
Ritter Planetarium that two in-house productions, Native 
American Sky Lore and To Pluto & Beyond!, opened within a 
month of each other this spring and will return in the fall for 
encore runs. In August, they will premiere another in-house 
production called So ... You Want to be an Astronomer, and in 
September will present Navigating With Lewis and Clark, 
plus other programs from their archives. 

Also at UT, Alex Mak had a record 18 students in 
his" Astronomy in the Planetarium" class. Groups in the class 
created their own recorded programs, which were good 
enough that they may provide material for future public 
shows. Alum Dawn Mulliss returned to help run a 



parent/child Space Academy workshop this spring. Senior 
student assistant Lori Schmetzer joins the UT alum ranks this 
year, but will continue at Ritter as she stays at Toledo to 
pursue a graduate degree. 

The feature show this spring at the Bowling Green 
Planetarium was Loch Ness' MarsQuest, an extensive 
remake of the Nessies' 1988 production The Mars Show. The 
2001 version retains Patrick Stewart as narrator and includes 
a host of new Mars images and discoveries. BG's annual 
"May Days" series featured short encore runs of several past 
programs and a variety of kid shows including Don't Duck
Look Up! from Baltimore's Davis Planetarimn. 

BGSU senior and student planetarium worker Dan 
Zielinski spent the spring semester doing his student teaching 
with Rod Thompson at the Mentor High School Planetarium. 
Back at BGSU, Sheila Bennett is now an English instructor at 
her alma mater, following five years on the 
planetarium/observatory student team as both an 
undergraduate and a graduate student. Sheila's masters thesis, 
"The Odyssey of Proceedings Editing," was completed in 
early 2001 and was inspired by three years of working with 
Dale Smith editing the GLP A conference proceedings. Dale 
reports that he has recently been promoted from Associate to 
Full Professor. 

Wisconsin, Minnesota and Illinois Planetarians met 
at Geoff Holt's place in Madison, Wisconsin on May 3-4. As 
promised by Geoff and Observatory Director John Rummel, 
clear skies were on hand Friday night for some spectacular 
stargazing. Near the observatory, one hundred girl scouts and 
their leaders were camping for the night. Quite naturally, tlle 
astro educators were delighted to show them all five planets, 
bright constellations and many deep sky objects. 

On Saturday many fine papers were shared. GLP A 
"EI Presidente" Gary Sampson gave everyone updates on IPS 
and GLP A. Bob Allen from La Crosse presented his paper on 
Digital Planet Weight Scales. Waylena McCully from the 
Staerkel in Chaimpaign showed us some cool graphics and 
animation she produced. Dave DeRemer from Waukesha 
reported on his "Friends" group and plans for a possible 
NEW planetarium. Good luck Dave! 

Sheldon Schafer from Peoria gave an excellent 
parallax demonstration using a rather tall light and some seat 
shifting. Geoff Holt reveal his efforts behind the dome with 
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some impressive green lights that marked the Sun's path on 
the equinoxes and solstices. He also showed us a new view of 
the solar system using model planets. John gave us some new 
uses from the software Starry Pro. 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Linda Sparke from the 
University of Wisconsin. She gave an inspiring talk on 
gravity and galaxies! 

Unfortunately, there is some very bad news from 
Minneapolis. On May 22nd, Minnesota Governor Jesse 
Ventura vetoed $9.5 million in state funding to build a new 
planetarium in Minnesota. Without this funding, the future of 
the 52 year Minneapolis Planetarium is uncertain at best. 
Bob Bonadurer would like to tllank all of his planetarium 
colleagues who took time to voice their support. The staff and 
friends of the Minneapolis Planetarium will continue to work 
with state and local community leaders in an attempt to keep 
the stars alive. If they are not successful, the Minneapolis 
Planetarium will close on Friday, September 13, 2002. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

Our 2003 conference will be at the new Shafran 
Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History in 
Cleveland with GLPA President-elect Joe DeRocher as our 
host. Thanks are due to Rob Landis who recently contributed 
a major portion of his NASA slide collection to our GLPA 
slide bank. Congratulations are due to Chuck Bueter whose 
Paper Plate Astronomy web site recently won several major 
awards including the Yahoo Pick of the Week and the USA 
Today Award. You can check out Chuck's award-winning 
web site at http://anaIyzer.depauJ.edu/paperpIate. And 
while you are surfing the web, check out our updated GLP A 
web site at http://glpaweb.org. Thanks to Geoff Holt for his 
work in keeping our web site updated, including the latest 
information about our fall conference. 

That's all for now. I hope to see you in Menasha! 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

The minutes of the spring GLP A Executive 
Committee Meeting will be sent to members 
of the GLP A Executive Committee early this 
summer. After all changes and corrections 
have been made, the final version will be 
printed in the Autumn issue of the GLP A 
Newsletter. 





BULLETIN BOARD 

CONGRATULATIONS CHUCK 

Congratulations Chuck Bueter for his Paper 
Plate Education website, which was selected as a Yahoo! 
Pick of the Week, USA Today Hot Site, and Highlights' 
TeacherNet Sight of the Week! Chuck invites all 
members to visit his Paper Plate website, which can be 
found at http://analyzer .depaul.edu/paperplate/. The 
GLP A Executive Committee and the entire GLP A 
membership would like to thank Chuck for his efforts on 
this project. 

On a related subject, there are a few remaining 
copies of the Paper Plate Astronomy videotape. If you are 
interested in obtaining a copy, please contact Mitch 
Luman. 

FINAL CALL FOR 
PLANETARIUM SURVEYS 

from Dan Francetic 

Any completed "Survey of Teachers Visiting a 
Planetarium" should be sent to Dan Francetic as soon as 
possible. 

Dan will incorporate the results from the surveys 
he receives during the summer into his final report, which 
he plans to present at the October GLP A conference. 

PIPS TO MEET IN SEPTEMBER 
from Sue Button 

Mark your calendar now for another fantastic 
meeting of Powerful Interactive Planetarium Systems 
(PIPS) that will be held on Friday, September 20, 2002 at 
the Schenectady Museum in Schenectady, NY. Their 
website is www.schenectadymuseum.org/about.html. 

This meeting is made possible by two gracious 
hostesses, Laura Lehtonen (Science Coordinator, Capital 
Region BOCES) and Colleen Gino (Planetarium 
Director, Schenectady Museum Planetarium). 
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PIPS meetings are designed to help network small and 
portable planetarium directors who predominantly use 
interactive methods during their presentations. We will 
meet from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and have the usual 
opportunity to share and compare our techniques, get new 
ideas and address questions. This will be the perfect event 
to renew your enthusiasm for the upcoming school year. 

Weare delighted to announce that a very special 
guest, Joseph Bruchac, a well know Native American 
author/storyteller will be presenting. He will be coming to 
lunch and then do a two-hour workshop from 1:00 - 3:00. 
During the workshop he will present Native American 
(mostly northeast) star mythology, some of which will be 
based on his book Keepers of the Night and a new book 
Pushing Up the Sky. 

This meeting and our special guest speaker will 
be Supported by Capital Region BOCES, O.C.M. 
B.O.C.E.S, and Learning Technologies, Inc. 

Plan to attend and bring a friend! To receive a 
mailing, with further details, contact: 

Susan Button 
OCM BOCES Planetarium 
6820 Thompson Road 
Syracuse, NY 13221 
Phone: (315) 433-2671 
sbutton@ocmboces.org 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF IPS? 

G.L.P .A. is an affiliate of the International 
Planetarium Society. Many GLPA Inembers have already 
become members of IPS after discovering their biennial 
conferences, their Planetarian newsletter, the IPS 
Directory, and their many other resources. If you are not 
currently a member of IPS, please visit their website at 

www.ips-planetarium.org/ips-welcome.html 

and see for yourself what IPS has to offer to planetarians 
of all nations, states, and dome sizes. 





Plan to attend the 

GLP A ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER 23-26, 2002 

Barlow Planetarium 
University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley 

Menasha, Wisconsin 
Karen Klamczynski, Director 

The Barlow Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley 
opened to the public on March 20, 1998. This is a world-class 
facility for 3-D excitement, giant full-color special effects and 
crystal-clear, five-channel, 10,000 watt THX surround sound. 

The Barlow Planetarium has a 48-foot projection dome and 
seats 98 people, with four additional spaces for wheelchair access. 
An Evans and Sutherland Digistar n® star projector recreates a 
realistic night sky and 3 -D effects which pull the audience into a 
virtual world. Interactive keypads at each seat allow audiences to get 
involved in performances. Cutting-edge Sky Skan® video projection 
and automation systems make this planetariuln state-of-the-art. 

Conference Highlights include: 

y Dr. James Kaler's "Astronomy Update" 

y Our own Dr. Dale Smith will be the Armand Spitz lecturer 

y Premiere of the GLP AINASA planetarium show "Stargazer" 

y Workshops designed for both traditional and portable planetariums, including 
"make it and take it" workshops. 

Additional conference details and registration materials will be sent to all 
members during the summer. Don't miss this very special GLPA conference! 
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Kelly Jons (left) and Gene Zajac (right) show off their reproduction of Herschel's 7-foot 
telescope. (photo courtesy of Jim Gavio) 

PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE GLPA NEWSLETTER 

L Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 
A. What college(s) did you attend? 
B. What were you doing before you started working in the planetarium? 
C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your current position? What percent of your job duties 

are planetarium-related? 

n. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 
A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may have influenced your love of the stars andlor your 

career path to the planetarium. 
B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've had while working in the planetarium field. 
C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space science in which you have a particular interest. Is this 

interest directly related to your job, or is it just for your own curiosity. 
D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, 

deep sky, etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to pursue your hobby. 
E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart Benjamin, Ceman Earth and Space Center, Triton College, 
2000 Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 or via e-mail to:bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us. Thank you! 
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Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2001-2002: 

SUPER SPONSOR 

Astro-Tee Manufacturing, Inc. 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Robinette McLeroy 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Bowen Productions 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Loch Ness Productions 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Adler Planetarium 
Representative: Roy Kaelin 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Jensan Scientific 
Representative: Sarah Kennedy 

Laser Fantasy 
Representative: Scott Huggins 

SPONSORS 
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Mega Systems 
Representative: Cathy N eifeld 

Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Robert Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

MinoIta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

Sky Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

Learning Technologies 
Representative: Jim & Shirley Smith 

LM Images 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Thorburn Associates 
Representative: Jim Horn 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the Intemational Planetarium Society and the National Science 
Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2002. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

As you read this message, our GLP A annual 
conference will be only a month away. Our conference hostess, 
Karen Kalmczynski of the Barlow Planetarium in Menasha, 
Wisconsin, has arranged an exciting program for us as we 
convene from October 23-26. Speakers include Dr. James 
Kaler with the astronomy update lecture, Dale Smith 
presenting the Spitz lecture, and Nadine Cox of NASA's Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California. Nadine is a 
systems engineer with the Galileo mission to Jupiter and is 
known for her dynamic presentations. 

In addition to hearing our distinguished series of 
speakers, conference attendees will be viewing the premiere of 
Stargazer, a new planetarium program produced by our own 
Bob Bonadurer and Dave DeRemer. Stargazer features the life 
of Dr. James Kaler and is narrated by Nichele Nichols, better 
known as Lieutenant Uhura of "Star Trek" fame. GLP A 
members who attend the conference will be among the first 
who have an opportunity to purchase Stargazer at a nominal 
cost. 

Our fall conference also will provide an opportunity 
to work further with NASA. For the past three years, we have 
worked with Dr. Bernhard Beck-Winchatz of NASA's Space 
Science Center at DePaul University in Chicago. Among other 
things, the Space Science Center sponsored the PLATO grants 
for GLPA members. James Sweitzer, a former planetarian, 
recently joined DePaul's Space Science Center, thus providing 
an even greater opportunity for GLP A members to work with 
NASA. Jeanne Bishop is designing a survey for GLPA 
members as a means of determining how we may better work 
effectively with DePaul's Space Science Center and NASA as 
well. NASA has come to recognize that the planetarium 
community is one of their best venues to provide outreach for 
their resources, so this survey will have long-lasting 
implications for our work with NASA. 

In other news, Mitch Luman has asked to be replaced 
as our audiovisual curator. David Leake of the Staerkel 
Planetarium in Champaign, Illinois has agreed to replace 
Mitch. Dave will assume his new duties effective with our 
annual conference and we thank him for his willingness to 
serve us. Mitch has worked for 12 years with our slide bank 
and he has spent many, many hours assembling and sending 
out our productions of Solar System Adventure Tour and 
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Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky. We certainly owe a great debt of 
gratitude to Mitch for his dedicated service to GLP A over the 
past 12 years. 

Finally, at our spring executive committee meeting, I 
suggested a new GLP A award. This award would honor a 
GLP A member who has not only served GLP A, but who also 
has made a significant contribution to the planetarium 
profession beyond our borders. A committee that includes Joe 
DeRocher, Mary Schindewolf and myself is working on this 
award. We would appreciate feedback from GLP A members 
on: 

(1) a name for the award 
(2) the selection process 
(3) the fonnat for the award (plaque, etc.) 

Please send your feedback to me at ges@execpc.com. 
I thank you and hope to see you in Menasha! 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy Autumnal Equinox! This issue of the GLP A 
Newsletter features photographic highlights of this summer's 
IPS Conference in Wichita (a special thanks to Jeanne 
Bishop), minutes from the Spring Executive Committee 
meeting (on pages 12 and 13), and numerous announcements. 

I hope to see many of you at this year's GLPA 
Conference, our first fall conference since the 2000 conference 
in Chicago. Set amidst the beauty of an autumn in Wisconsin, 
the 2002 GLP A Conference is sure to be an experience you 
won't want to miss! 

Please make a note of the fact that my e-mail address 
has changed slightly, this the result of a domain name change 
for my parent institution, Triton College. My new e-mail 
address is bbenjami@triton.edu. 

Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2002. Please submit 
your facility report to your State Chairperson by late-October. 
Better yet, bring whatever news you have to your state meeting 
at the conference. 





STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 
ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
3 9221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chairrhan: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 
The Cernan Earth and 

Space Center of Triton College in 
River Grove will be getting a new 
theater automation system from East 
Coast Control Systems as a result of a 
lightning strike that severely damaged 
its old Arion system in mid-May. 
Since then, the Cernan Center has 
been limited to presenting all-sky 
films and laser light shows, neither of 
which require an automation system. 
Once the new automation system is 
installed in early October, the staff 

will begin the time-consuming task of re-programming all of 
its automated shows. 

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria will 
be presenting Images of the Infinite from the Adler in October 
and November, and Season of Light in December. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign is pleased to open The Stargazer this 
fall, featuring our own local treasure, Jim Kaler. Jim is a great 
friend to our planetarium and is scheduled to speak again in 
our "World of Science" Lecture Series on November 1 on 
extra-solar planets. In addition to The Stargazer, the Staerkel 
Planetarium is running Fall Prairie Skies, Rusty Rocket's Last 
Blast, and a light show by the Who. The staff is also looking 
forward to a rewrite of the Rites of the Season script for 
November, and the return of Santa's Secret Star. Our 
Halloween light show also returns for a short run. The staff is 
also in the process of transferring its soundtracks to their new 
Fostex digital system. 

The ISU Planetarium will be running Einstein's 
Universe this fall. The show follows Albert Einstein's 
incredible life and explores his unique perspective on the 
Universe. This fascinating program premieres on September 
20th and runs through November 23rd. 

NOTICE 
To ensure that your planetarium is 

represented in the Winter 2002 State News 
section of the GLPA Newsletter, please send 
whatever news you have to your State Chair 
by the end of October. 

Better yet, bring whatever news you 
have to the fall GLP A conference. 



The Muncie Community 
Schools Planetarium is showing 
Sudekam Planetarium's Lunar 
Odyssey this fall. Director Peggy 
Motes received a Fulbright Grant to 
attend the Bioastronomyl Fulbright 
Symposium at Hamilton Island on the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia to 
present a teacher workshop. 

Dr. Ron Kaitchuck, director 
of the Ball State University 
Planetarium, taught "Instruments and 

Techniques in Planetarium Operations" in June. Thirteen 
students attended. 

The leaves are 
changing color, the 
temperature is falling, 
and the new school year 
is just getting started. 
These signs point to the 
beginning of a very busy 
time in the lives of all 
Michigan planetarians. 

The Universe 
Theater & Planetarium 
at the Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum will be showing 

Where In the Universe is Carmen Sandiego on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons this fall. Also showing will be The Hansen 
Planetarium show Galaxies, and beginning November 28, the 
Loch Ness Productions show Season of Light. Calgary Science 
Center's In My Backyard is scheduled to open in January. Fred 
Penner will be on hand to help with the opening, and to 
celebrate Kalamazoo's Winterfest celebration. At the same 
time the "Space Toys" exhibit will open in the museum's 
traveling exhibit gallery. 

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City had 
their annual 4th of July fundraiser which included a catered 
dinner, a show, and the best seats in town (on the observation 
deck) for one of Michigan's largest fireworks displays. For the 
sixth year in a row the event was a total sell out. The 
planetarium will shut down during the month of September for 
annual equipment maintenance and cleaning and will reopen 
for a new season of shows in October. Once again, in 
celebration of Halloween, there will be a day when the E&S 
show Night Walk will be run free of charge to all visitors. The 
Planetarium will again be offering a telescope workshop (Le. 
what to buy, and how to use it), this year in November, and 
their popular Girl Scout workshops will again be conducted on 
Saturdays during the school year. 

The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids 
opens up (after a 3-week maintenance period) on September 
26 with a new locally produced show, Voyage to Infinity, 
based on the award winning film Universe. It will be a survey 
of space and time. In addition, they will do a live weekend 
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current sky lecture explaining the possibility of a meteor storm 
this November. For the month of October they will be 
replaying their Halloween laser show, Spooky Tunes and a 
Garth Brook laser light show. The last time they ran Garth 
Brooks, it didn't do very well, so they're hoping, with better 
marketing, it will do better this time. At the end of November, 
they start their holiday shows, Holiday Festival of Lights (laser 
show) and Loch Ness' Tis The Season. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette held their 
"summer" State Meeting during the weekend of the Summer 
Solstice. Unfortunately, only three members made the trip up. 
The meeting concluded with a tasty lunch and walk around 
Presque Isle Park. Attendees also had a chance to meet Scott's 
replacement at the Shiras Planetarium, Chris Standerford. 

This fall, the Longway Planetarium in Flint will be 
running Hansen's Secret of the Cardboard Rocket, Ancient 
Islamic Astronomy from Fernbank, and Santa Snork Saves the 
Seasons from Sudekum. The Family Science activities will 
include "Eerie Experiments" on October 26 and "Eye 
Dissection" on November 9. Their new laser system will also 
fire up on Friday and Saturday nights with Laser Floyd the 
Wall. 

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills will feature their new show The Secrets of the 
Sun & Stars beginning in September. This in-house produced 
show will feature live and taped segments, as well as a new 
internet segment which will show patrons and students how to 
find out more about astronomy using their computers. In 
conjunction with this new program, they're opening up their 
observatory for safe solar viewing on the weekends. In 
addition, Cranbrook astronomers are excited about their new 
planetarium lobby. The lobby features a display case featuring 
astronomical and navigational tools, the newly renovated 
Sendter Orrery (only three are in existence) and two meteorite 
display cases featuring a Mars' meteorite on loan from the 
Vatican, specimens from Cranbrook's private collection and 
specimens on loan from the Smithsonian. 

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing we will 
run their live show Celestial Preview-Fall 2002 in September. 
The show will highlight the events of the night sky for this fall. 
They will also begin their family show Sol and Company 
which was originally created at the Morehead Planetarium. 
Later in September, Celestial Preview will be replaced with 
The Search for Life in the Universe. This show will continue 
until December when it will be replaced with their traditional 
holiday show, Season of Light. 

The Digital Dome Planetarium at the New Detroit 
Science Center just opened The Search for Life in the 
Universe, and continues to run their seasonal guided tour of 
the night sky entitled Starlit Summer Nights. The Search for 
Life in the Universe will run through early November and be 
replaced with Loch Ness' Tis the Season for the remainder of 
the year. A new Planetarium Technician, John Potts, has been 
appointed to their staff. He has experience in planetaria while 
working at the Delta College Planetarium in Bay City, 
Michigan. Welcome aboard, John! 

Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield will begin an 
eight-part series of 90-minute Thursday night lectures & star 



shows beginning Sept. 26th. Audiences will be treated to 
pinpoint star images and brilliant planets on the 30-foot dome 
thanks to the expertise of Ash Enterprises president, John 
Hare, who made a two-day visit this summer to bring the 
venerable Spitz A3PR up to speed. 

drawings don't show. 

Ohio planetarians are 
looking up! Gene Zajac and 
Kelly Jons are continuing their 
work on building two fully 
functioning reproductions of 
William Herschel's 7 -foot 
telescope. Gene is hand-
grinding the 4.25-inch fl14 
mirrors and Kelly is doing most 
of the woodworking. They are 
improvising what Herschel's 

Ohio planetarians are looking away! Dan Francetic is 
enjoying his retirement from Euclid as he and Shirley head to 
France and Italy for a tour in September. 

Ohio planetarians are also hard at work under the 
dome. Mike Stanley reports from Columbus that admission to 
the Dimon R. McFerson Planetarium was included in the 
general admission price to COSI as part of a special summer 
promotion. Attendance at all public shows increased. Current 
shows include Bill Gutsch's Where in the Universe is Carmen 
Sandiego? This show is based on The Learning Company's 
computer game and the TV show. It's fun for the audiences 
and is being performed by members of COS!' s theater 
repertoire company, The Spectrum Players. Art Ryel-Lindsey, 
an Ohio State student, has joined the COSI team as a 
planetarium show presenter. 

The Westlake Schools Planetarium will have a new 
look this year after an extensive refurbishing. Over the 
summer, the old fixed seats were replaced with attractive 
portable chairs and beautiful new carpeting was installed. To 
prepare the room for this work, the star projector was 
dismantled and taken out. Jeanne Bishop packed 75 (!) boxes 
of other materials for moving. With all these now returned, 
both the dome and the people-space should be sparkling for 
the new year. In June, Jeanne participated in the NASA/OSS 
Educator's Conference in Chicago, sponsored by DePaul 
University. She represented the concerns of the small 
planetarium on a panel covering informal education. Jim 
Sweitzer, who has just moved back to Chicago to the OSS at 
DePaul from New York's Rose Center Planetarium, was 
moderator. In August, Jeanne attended a workshop at NASA 
Goddard as one of 10 teachers from the U.S., Canada, and 
Italy selected to learn cosmic ray astronomy/astrophysics in 
the "Elements 2002." She's also agreed to be the Ohio state 
event supervisor in 2003 for the high school Science Olympiad 
event "Reach for the Stars." 

Cheri Adams reports a busy summer schedule of 
shows at the Caryl D. Philips Space Theater at the 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery in Dayton. In July, Jon 
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Frantz of East Coast Control Systems installed a new slide 
control system and Barco video projector, and the new 
equipment was quickly used for the production of a new 
planetarium program, The Wright Way to Fly. The Dayton 
facility is an Education Partner with the Inventing Flight 
Committee and agreed to produce a planetarium show that 
features the work that the Wright Brothers of Dayton 
undertook to invent a heavier-than-air machine. (Ed.: See 
Bulletin Board announcement). 

At the Digistar Users Group Conference held in 
Wichita, Kansas in July just prior to the IPS conference, Jason 
Heaton won third place for his Digital Amusement Park 
planetarium show. This virtual reality type show features 
theme park rides such as a scrambler, spinning teacups, and 
many roller coasters! 

Jeff Potter reports from Toledo that the Ritter 
Planetarium is Navigating with Lewis and Clark on Friday 
nights in the late summer and fall. They'll round out the 
calendar year with Native American Sky Lore and the updated 
solstice show Old Lights. Bowen Productions' MoonWitch 
flies the Ritter skies on Saturday afternoons in October and the 
Ritter-Staerkel production of Santa's Secret Star shines on 
Saturdays in November and December. 

Chris Centi has moved from Erie, Pennsylvania to 
Jamestown, New York, where he continues to run his 
innovative Centi Astro-Space Activities. In early August he 
attended a summer workshop at California University of 
Pennsylvania (about 25 miles south of Pittsburgh) entitled 
"Mars Odyssey 2001 and Beyond." Sponsored by the Mars 
Exploration Learning Center at the University, the workshop 
attracted key people involved in Mars exploration from 
NASA, Cornell, Penn State, and elsewhere. Chris has been 
offering a Mission to Mars workshop to students in the last 
few years and will be extending it to northern Pennsylvania 
teachers this fall. Chris is also offering a space camp in 
September, as the first of a series with more to follow. 

Ron Derewicki has retired after a career of teaching 
and directing the planetarium in the Coshocton schools. 
Though we didn't see Ron at meetings, he ran an excellent 
planetarium curriculum, and we wish him well in retirement. 
Coshocton's stars are now in the hands of Dan Zielinski, who 
arrives with a freshly minted Bowling Green diploma and four 
years of experience at the BGSU Planetarium. 

The Wilderness Center in Wilmot is planning a 
three-day tour next June exploring the archaeology and 
astronomy of Ohio's most fascinating prehistoric sites, from 
the early Adena culture to the Fort Ancient people. If you 
haven't seen these sites, or even if you have, this tour led by 
Dr. Bradley Lepper will give you fresh insight into our legacy 
from Ohio's ancient skywatchers. For more information, 
please contact Joann Ballbach at 877-359-5235 or 
joann@falcon.stark.k12.oh.us. 



Karen Klamczynski at the Barlow Planetarium is 
gearing up to host the 38th annual GLPA conference this Oct 
23-26, 2002 in Menasha, Wisconsin. Speakers include Dr. 
Kaler, Nagin Cox from JPL and, as Spitz Lecturer, our very 
own Dale Smith!! With all the great GLP A camaraderie that 
goes on at a conference, you won't want to miss it! The 
opening reception will feature a unique "sight and sound" 
poem called "Keeping Time." The conference will also feature 
the premiere of GLP A's newest show The Stargazer, featuring 
Dr. Kaler. This show is currently available by contacting Dave 
Leake at the Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign, Illinois. 

Up in Minneapolis, which has recently closed, 
survival is tough but they're still hanging on. They expect to 
restore funding on Jesse Ventura's veto in the spring of 2003. 
Meanwhile, showkits are still available and they will start a 
"take it on the road" outreach program called "Destination 
Space." 

In Stevens Point, Wisconsin, they plan to run 
Aurora from Minenapolis and Loch Ness's Light Years From 
Andromeda. 

In La Crosse and Waukesha, they'll feature Space 
Dreams from Minneapolis and Hansen Planetarium's Cosmic 
Catastrophes. 

Some sad news from Madison. Their observatory 
budget has been eliminated, but fortunately the planetarium 
survives. 

MINUTES OF THE SPRING GLP A 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

(continued from page 13) 

member who showed outstanding service to GLP A but who 
also went "above and beyond" our borders to make a 
significant contribution to the planetarium profession 
nationally and even internationally. The process for service 
awards was formalized. 

Move to pay the same mileage for non-executive 
committee members was approved. 

ADJOURMENT: Chris Janssen moved to adjourn, DeRemer 
seconded. Motion passed at 5:03 p.m. 
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PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
TO THE GLPA NEWSLETTER 

I. Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 

A. What college(s) did you attend? 

B. What were you doing before you started working in the 
planetarium? 

C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your 
current position? What percent of your job duties are 
planetarium-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 

A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may 
have influenced your love of the stars and/or your career 
path to the planetarium. 

B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've 
had while working in the planetarium field. 

C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space 
science in which you have a particular interest. Is this 
interest directly related to your job, or is it just for your own 
curiosity. 

D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? 
Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, 
deep sky, etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to 
pursue your hobby. 

E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not 
planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart 
Benjamin, Cernan Earth and Space Center, Triton 
College, 2000 Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 
or via e-mail to: bbenjami@triton.edu. Thank you! 



Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



BULLETIN BOARD 

THE WRIGHT WAY TO FLY 

The Caryl D. Philips Space Theater at the 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery in Dayton has 
produced a new planetarium program, The Wright Way 
to Fly, which features the work that the Wright Brothers 
of Dayton undertook to invent a heavier-than-air 
machine. 

In late fall of 2002, they will distribute 
approximately 200 free planetarium show kits. There are 
two versions to the show kit, Digistar and non-Digistar. 
If you are interested in receiving a show kit or have 
questions, please contact Cheri Adams at 
cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org. The show's expected 
running time is about 30 minutes and the non-Digistar 
version is expected to contain about 100 slides. 

IPS PLANETARIANREQUESTS 
PHOTOS FOR ITS INTERNATIONAL 

NEWS COLUMN 

As many of you IPS members already know, the 
International News Column of the IPS Planetarian 
regularly carries abbreviated versions of the GLPA 
Newsletter's State News column. The GLPA Newsletter 
editor, Bart Benjamin, forwards this edited version to 
Lars Broman, who serves as Editor of this International 
News Column. 

Lars Broman has requested that each contributor 
to his column begin asking for appropriate photographs 
to accompany the text of the column. What Lars is 
looking for are photographs that show something 
newsworthy, such as a newly opened facility, a new 
exhibit, an interesting place visited during a regional 
conference, a member of your affiliation that received a 
major award or honor, etc. His preference is to receive 
pictures that are in JPG format and between 150 and 250 
kilobytes in size. Color is fine. As he points out, 
"starting with the January, 2004 Plan e tar ian, the whole 
[IPS] newsletter will be in color, so soon it's really 
preferred!" 

Please forward any relevant photos to either 
your state chairperson or directly to Bart Benjamin. 
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TOYOTA TAPESTRY GRANT 

The Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Teachers 
program, the largest K-12 science teacher grant program 
in the nation, now awards up to $550,000 in grants. The 
TAPESTRY program, sponsored by Toyota Motor 
Sales, U.S.A. Inc. (TMS) and administered by the 
National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), has 
historically awarded 50 grants of up to $10,000 totaling 
$500,000. The program also awards a minimum of 20 
additional "mini-grants" of $2,500 each that are 
available to K-12 science teachers. 

Toyota TAPESTRY grants are open to K-12 
science teachers in the United States and its territories. 
Teachers can apply individually or in teams. A judging 
panel will select the award-winning projects based on 
their innovative approach in teaching science, ability to 
create a stimulating and hands-on learning environment, 
interdisciplinary approach and ability to increase student 
participation and interest in science. 

For more information or to receive an 
application for both grant programs, call 1-800-807-
9852 or VISIt the Tapestry Web site at 
www.nsta.org/programs/tapestry. Entry deadline for 
both programs is January 16, 2003. 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
from Mike Stanley, COSI 

Help! We've just lost one of our part-time staff, 
who had a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to march with 
the Ohio State University Marching Band this fall. 

As a result, the COSI Science Museum in 
Columbus, Ohio is looking for a part-time (15-20 hours 
per week) Planetarium Program Presenter to present 
shows in our Dimon McFerson Planetarium. The work 
schedule is typically three days a week, primarily 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday, and Monday. 

Please e-mail Mike Stanley, COSI Planetarium 
Director, at mikestanley@mail.cosi.org and he will 
send you a job description. 





MINUTES OF THE GLP A EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Mishawaka, Indiana 

PRESENT: Jeanne Bishop, Joe DeRocher, Karen 
Klamcyzinski, Susan Button, Dave DeRemer, Gary Sampson, 
Bart Benjamin, Geoff Holt, Gary Tomlinson, Chris Janssen, 
Dale Smith and Art Klinger. 

CALL TO ORDER: Art Klinger welcomed everyone back to 
his facility. The meeting was called to order by Gary Sampson 
at 9:05 a.m. eDT. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The minutes of the last 
Executive Committee meeting, held in Richmond, Kentucky 
on June 26, 2001 has been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and 
e-mailed to each member. Minutes were amended and 
Tomlinson moved that the new minutes be approved. 
Seconded by Sampson. Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: The financial summary ofGLPA 
activities from June 26, 2001 to April 20, 2002 was as follows: 

Receipts 
GLPA Dues / Member Support 
Conference Surplus/Vendor Support 
2001 Conference Proceedings 
Zubee Show Sales 
Newsletter Advertising 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

Expenditures: 

Newsletter Postage 
Newsletter Printing 
2001 Proceedings 
Paper Plate Production 
State Meetings 
GLPA Postage 
GLPA Supplies 
Executive Committee Travel 
IPS Travel 
Insurance 
State Non-profit fee 
Bank Charges 
Returned Checks 
Website Fee 
Conference refunds 
Conference Photographer 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 

3,285.00 
1,972.19 

300.00 
912.00 

1,175.00 

7,644.19 

712.68 
1,661.14 
2,225.15 

500.00 
45.81 

134.41 
160.81 

0.00 
240.l5 
520.00 

10.00 
15.00 
45.81 
70.00 

251.00 
176.67 

$6,802.82 
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April 27, 2002 

Checking Account Summary: 
Balance 6/26/01 
ADD receipts 
TOTAL 
SUBTRACT Expenditures 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 4/20/02 

Separate Funds 
GLP A gift shop 
Printed Materials 
Slide, tape, & software 
TOTAL 

Savings 
Account Balance 

Financial Summary 
Checking Account 
Separate Funds 
Credit Union Savings 
TOTAL GLPA ASSETS 

6/26/01 
3,254.63 

864.71 
6,590.45 

$10,709.79 

3,254.63 
7,644.19 

10,898.82 
6,802.82 

$4,096.00 

136.84 
706.81 
310.47 

1,154.12 

6,784.15 

4120/02 
4,096.00 
1,154.12 
6,784.15 

$12,034.27 

A motion to approve the Treasurer's Report was made by 
Benjamin, seconded by Sampson, passed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Welcome to Joe DeRocher, (new 
President-Elect). Gary Sampson reported on the NSTA 
cooperative venture with GLPA. GLPA is a CAG (Chapter 
and Associated Group) of NST A. There was a loss of 
Eisenhower funds. This will affect GLP A membership because 
many folks use these funds to travel here. Sampson suggested 
that we (i.e. NSTA and GLPA members) should lobby for 
"Partnership for Science and Math" approval for full 450 
million dollars. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Jeanne Bishop reported 
that there is a SEP A Conference scheduled for late September. 
We'll need to really work with the SEPA folks to make sure if 
a j oint conference happens it will not be too packed. 

The GLPA History Project is not moving forward 
because good folks on the project are excessively busy. She 
noted that a TIPS booklet on past conferences with photos 
should move forward before many of these contributing people 
are not available. Questions were raised about the detailed 
history of GLPA as a TIPS booklet. It was noted that it's 
important to show the rich history of GLP A with a detailed 
history report on file. 

Bishop reported that the TIPS booklet by Dan 
Francetic on what to do if your planetarium is faced with 
closure is finished and printed. Written surveys be included in 
the TIPS booklet. Gary Tomlinson suggests separating the data 
and narrative comments. Over 600 responses were considered 
statistically significant. 



Future suggestions include: 

• Online forms for the surveys 
• Returned forms to respondents for their records. 
.. Need more forms, would like to go the 1,000 in the 

survey. 
• Include updates later. Add update pages to the TIPS 

booklet. 

The goal is to get the survey in the GLP A TIPS booklet by 
Fox Valley, 2002. 

IPS REPORT: Susan Button reported on the 2001 IPS 
council meeting which was held in Italy at the Vatican 
Observatory. She noted that IPS is spreading its wings in two 
ways: 

1) Making connections with other professional organizations 
of varying types; and 
2) Streamlining membership services for members and project 
leaders. 

These and other steps are being taken to make IPS 
more valuable to members and to encourage and increase the 
volunteer count for various committees. IPS is also 
reconstructing and improving the IPS quarterly journal, 
Planetarian, and the IPS Handbook. The IPS Slide Service is 
also being worked on to try and streamline the process. May 
3 I'd is the deadline for officer and IPS fellow nominations. 

MEMBERSHIP: Chris Janssen talked about the possibility 
on putting the membership database on the internet. The new 
fellows of GLP A were then selected. 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger reported that 16 questions 
need to be answered before he can send out vendor invitations. 
Vendor Door prize list is available and Art will be contacting 
these folks. Putting the Proceedings on a compact disc was 
given serious evaluation. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin reported that Dan 
Francetic is wrapping up his "Survey of Teachers Visiting a 
Planetarium" project. Bart may be publishing the results of this 
survey in the GLPA Newsletter or it could become a 
paper/poster presentation instead. 

Benjamin reported that advertising revenue was 
$1,175.00 last year - with Mega Systems, Seiler, Adler, and 
the Minneapolis Planetarium being the advertisers. 

Putting the GLPA Proceedings on CD came up again. 
Dale Smith asked what mode best serves the membership. That 
should be the main determining factor. A survey at the 
conference will ask: 

I prefer Proceedings on paper in book form 
I prefer Proceedings on CD copy. 
It doesn't matter what form to me. 

Geoff Holt requires that the proceedings are in PDF 
format and sent to him for archiving purposes anyway. 

EDUCATION: Chuck Bueter says there are Paper Plate 
videos available. Congratulations to Chuck's Web Page for 
being named ... 
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1) Yahoo, site of the week 
2) USA Today Hot Site. 
3) Highlights for Children Hot Pick 
4) German recognition 

DeRemer said that The Star Gazer is coming along. It 
will be finished by June. Dave wants to run this show this 
summer. Grant language says "show will be available to all for 
cost." GLPA is responsible for duplicating the show kits. 

A motion passed that The Star Gazer should be sold 
at the same cost to all. However, price should reflect the 
realistic cost per show increase for personnel to duplicate and 
collate packages in anticipation of massive orders. GLP A will 
be recognized for production and distribution. GLP A members 
have first order and view at 2002 conference. 

Solar System Adventure is out of print. GLPA will 
take more orders for the show on a one time offer only. 

A decision on whether the Music TIPS booklet will 
be printed, made into a CD, or both will await its completion. 
Dan Francetic will hold off on his survey results until a paper 
presentation at the conference and then publish the results in 
the TIPS book Keeping the Planetarium Open. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (LIBRARY): Geoff Holt 
reported requests for materials has increased slightly from last 
year. Electronic format has also increased due to ordering 
multiple copies. He noted that any future projects need to have 
the digital copies for archives. Accolades were given to Geoff 
for a fantastic web page and the first steps to getting things 
saved in digital format and moving to keep this happening. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: GLP A 2002 Conference Host 
Karen Klamcyzinski reported that the hotel contract is secured. 
It's the Valley Inn in Neenah. Prices are $79 single, $89, $99, 
$109 quad. There are 75 rooms on hold. Sept 23 rd is the cut off 
day to release the held rooms. 

She decided to advertise carpooling as no bus will be 
provided. The passenger van will be available for backup. 

Vendor show times are available. Art will call Karen 
to work that out. Vendors are responsible for all set-up costs. 
Dome set-up time is limited and must be arranged with Karen. 
The Spitz Lecturer will be GLPA's very own Dr. Dale Smith. 

The 2003 GLPA conference will be at Joe 
DeRocher's new facility in Cleveland on Oct 22 - 25 th

, 2003. 
Thanks, Joe. 2005 will be GLPA's 40th Anniversary! 

OLD BUSINESS: Gary Tomlinson reported that the 
executive committee handbook upgrades are not finished yet, 
as submissions are still coming in. A change to introduce 
vendors at the banquet for standing acknowledgment was 
discussed. 

NEW BUSINESS: It was discussed that the executive 
committee should update the position statement on "Goal for 
Astronomy in a K -12 Curriculum." 
A STAR Award proposal was discussed to represent GLPA's 
highest honor. The "STAR" Award would be given to a GLP A 

(continued on page 8, column 1) 





PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM THE 2002 
IPS CONFERENCE 

WICHITA, KS 

All photographs 
were taken by 
Jeanne Bishop 
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ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2001-2002: 

SUPER SPONSOR 

Astro-Tee Manufacturing, Inc. 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Robinette McLeroy 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Bowen Productions 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Loch Ness Productions 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Adler Planetarium 
Representative: Roy Kaelin 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Jensan Scientific 
Representative: Sarah Kennedy 

Laser Fantasy 
Representative: Scott Huggins 

SPONSORS 
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Mega Systems 
Representative: Cathy Neifeld 

Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Robert Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Minolta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

Sky Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

Learning Technologies 
Representative: Jim & Shirley Smith 

LMImages 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Thorburn Associates 
Representative: Jim Horn 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

This year's annual conference proved to be an 
outstanding success. Our hostess, Karen Klamczynski of the 
Barlow Planetarium in Menasha, Wisconsin, led us through 
three days of virtual nonstop activity. We were fortunate to 
have the facilities of not only a big dome with Digistar 
capability, but also a small dome for demonstrations of new 
technologies. 

The highlights of this year's conference included 
three outstanding talks: James Kaler's "Astronomy Update," 
Dale Smith's stimulating Armand Spitz lecture, and Nagin 
Cox's breathtaking account of JPL' s "Galileo Mission to 
Jupiter." 

The Thursday of our conference was designated as 
"Dr. James Kaler Day." In addition to Jim's "Astronomy 
Update," we witnessed the GLPA premiere of The Stargazer, 
a new planetarium show based on Dr. Kaler's life as an 
astronomer. The Stargazer has received outstanding reviews 
and it is a must-have show for planetarians. The show is 
available for only $150 and is being distributed nationally by 
GLP A. The Stargazer is available from our new Audiovisual 
Curator, David Leake. See the announcement on page 10 for 
ordering information. 

New technologies for medium and small domes were 
another conference highlight. Spitz, Inc; Evans & Sutherland~ 
and Megasystems and Minolta demonstrated their new all
dome video systems for medium and small domes. GOTO 
informed us about their new CRRONOS optical-mechanical 
projector, and Audio Visual Imagineering showed their new 
laser system for medium and small domes. 

This year, there were a number of special awards. 
Robert Ernst received an Honorary Member award at our 
annual banquet. Five new GLPA Fellows were named: 
Waylena McCully, Peggy Motes, John Schroer, James 
Sweitzer, and David Weinrich. Mitch Luman was named tile 
first-ever recipient of the GLPA Service Award for his twelve 
years of outstanding work as our Audiovisual Curator. 

Conference participants had an opportunity to 
provide ideas for sharing resources through a NASA Office of 
Space Science (OSS) survey prepared by Jeanne Bishop. This 
survey will be used by NASA officials to determine even more 
ways in which they can share resources with planetarians. If 
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you were not at the conference, you may request a survey 
from Jeanne Bishop. Her address is on the GLPA Newsletter 
masthead. Requests for surveys should be made by mid 
January and the deadline to return the surveys is February 5, 
2003. 

Bernhard Beck-Winchatz and James Sweitzer of 
NASA's OSS at DePaul University in Chicago presented a 
cosmology workshop on the final morning of our conference. 
They also announced a new round of Planetarium Learning 
and Teaching Opportunity (PLATO) grants of up to one 
thousand dollars each. As many as 15 PLATO grants will be 
awarded to GLP A members to promote astronomy education. 

(continued on page 7) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy December Solstice! In addition to its regular 
columns, this issue of the GLPA Newsletter contains four 
special features. First is an article written by GLP A Service 
Award recipient Mitch Luman on the 50th anniversary of 
Evansville's Koch Planetarium. Secondly, Jeanne Bishop 
provided a number of wonderful conference photographs, 
which start. on page 18. Thirdly, I encourage you to read the 
minutes of the GLP A Executive Committee Meeting and 
Annual Business Meeting that GLP A's Secretary/Treasurer 
Bob Bonadurer so skillfully prepared. These begin on page 
14. Finally, please consider nominating a colleague for either 
the GLP A Fellow or Honorary Life Member. Nomination 
forms are printed on pages 23-26 for your convenience. 

Please note that the deadline for the Spring issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2003. Please submit 
your facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. 
Thank you! 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! I hope that 2003 will be a wonderful year for you, 
your family, and your planetarium. Astronomy-wise, we 
can look forward to two total lunar eclipses and the closest 
approach by Mars in thousands of years! 



STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 

The Lakeview Museum 
Planetarium will present Season of 
Light through December. Between 
Christmas and New Years Day, there 
will be daily shows, including the 
local premiere of The Sky Over Mr. 
Rogers Neighborhood (pittsburgh), in 
addition to Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego 11 and Season of 
Light. The first two weeks of January 
will feature Images of the Infinite 
from the Adler. In mid-January, the 
traveling exhibit "Mostly Music" (an 

interactive adventure in sound and music from the Pacific 
Science Center) will begin a twelve-week run in the museum. 
In conjunction with this exhibit, the planetarium will present 
six different shows on Saturday and Sunday, most with a 
musical theme. These include Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego 11, Follow the Drinking Gourd, The Sky 
Over Mr. Rogers Neighborhood, In My Backyard (from 
Calgary), The Sensational Sound Show (a domed theater show 
on the science of sound, also from Calgary), and 
AstroCappella: A Musical Exploration of the Universe (a 
show based on the CD of astronomy songs by the a cappella 
group The Chromatics). 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College continues the arduous task of re-programming all of 
its automated programs for use on its new East Coast system. 
[Their old automation system was destroyed by lightning in 
May]. In January, the Cernan Center will premiere The Last 
Man on the Moon: In His Own Words, which describes the 
life and space career of its namesake, Captain Eugene 
Cernan. Also in January, the Cernan Center will premiere its 
first Spanish-language program, entitled Dinosaurios en el 
Espacio - a translation of its popular children's show 
Dinosaurs in Space. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will be showing Winter Prairie Skies, 
GLPA's own The Stargazer, and a light show with music 
provided by The Who. New GLPA fellow Waylena McCully 
is working on a new light show saluting America, plus a 
grant-funded program that will link the planetarium with 
Illinois astronomer Y ou-Hua Chu. The new show, tentatively 
entitled Stellar Extremes, is inspired by Jim Kaler's book 
"Extreme Stars." The planetarium's "World of Science" 
lecture series continues on the first Friday of the month. 



At Northrop High School, Director 
B. 1. Harper is teaching an 
"Astronomy for Beginners" on four 
Thursday evenings for the benefit of 
the Neighborhood Connection 
program of the Fort Wayne 
Community Schools. BJ. also reports 
that Northrop is forming a radio 
astronomy club and is planning an 
18-foot radio telescope for the roof of 
the school. Target completion date is 
the summer of 2003. The planetarium 
is developing a web site to monitor 

the progress of this telescope. B. J. is a new member of GLPA 
as of this year's Wisconsin conference. Welcome aboard BJ.! 

Peggy Motes reports that the Muncie Community 
Schools Planetarium is now showing The Great Space 
Treasure Hunt from the Calgary Science Center for visiting 
students in grades K-2. 

Amera Platt from the Wayne High School 
Planetarium in the Fort Wayne Community Schools has been 
named "Solar System Ambassador" by JPL. Amera reports 
that astronomy remains a two semester course on the new 
block-four system of scheduling, As part of the astronomy 
class, the "Mission to Mars" activity is growing as new and 
different information is received from the red planet. An 
additional period has opened for the planetarium schedule. 

Martinsville Community Schools Planetarium now 
has a video projector that is being incorporated into many of 
the planetarium presentations, and the astronomy class. 
Director Dan Goins also reports utilizing many internet sites 
in his class. In addition to being a long time astronomy and 
planetarium educator, Dan is also an avid scale model 
railroader. He now has a web site for his model railroad. 
Check it out at www.trainweb.org/santafe. 

Christiana Bell has joined the staff of the E. C. 
Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of St. 
Francis in Fort Wayne. Christiana is the School Educator. 
Director Alan Pareis reports that the installation of their new 
automated three-screen, six Ektapro random access projector 
system went smoothly due to the excellent work of the 
vendors and many folks from the university staff. Volunteer 
Chris Highlen put in "uncountable hours of work removing, 
rewiring, relocating, and reinstalling other projectors and 
special effects." The core of the system is a wide screen iMac, 
with Bowen AstroFx Commander Software. Alan and staff 
are cutting their teeth on this "first in decades" upgrade by 
automating their Christmas show: Star of Bethlehem 2002, 
and re-producing their version of GLP A's A Solar System 
Adventure Tour school show. Pareis adds that if the staff 
survives these two productions, the early months of the year 
will see their part-time and volunteer staff creating and 
automating a school version of Explorers of Mauna Kea, 
automating the full length Mauna Kea, and Aurora from the 
Minneapolis Planetarium, as well as developing school 
presentations using NASA's "Northern Lights" materials 
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from the Lawrence Hall of Science and a production of 
GLP A's Star Gazer. 

As the snowflakes begin 
to gently flutter to the 
ground and the deep 
freeze of winter sets in, 
Michigan planetaria 
embark on a very busy 
holiday season. 

In Grand Rapids, 
the Roger B. Chaffee 
Planetarium begins the 
new year with their 
locally produced show 
Voyage to Infinity, a 

dramatic narrative journey through space with many special 
effects. The new show meets many of the needs of the 
Michigan Frameworks for secondary students and is geared to 
middle and high school, with an emphasis on stellar 
astronomy. It is also being run for the public and works well 
for groups requesting a general planetarium show. Magical 
Sky, the GLP A produced program, returns as a public show 
for families and continues for young school kids by request. 
They will also continue their tradition of doing informal 
current sky shows once every Saturday and Sunday aft.ernoon. 
Laser light shows include two Pink Floyd staples, (Dark Side 
of the Moon and The Wall) and a late night Metallica for the 
metal fans. The staff is deeply absorbed in producing a new 
in-house program entitled, The Dead Sea Comes Alive: A 
Multimedia Experience, to accompany the Museum's 
blockbuster exhibit on the Dead Sea Scrolls that opens 
February 16, 2003. They are also looking forward to hosting 
GLPA's 40th anniversary conference in October, 2005. GLPA 
friends are encouraged to stop by for a visit with Dave, Mark 
and Gary if they're in the area. 

In East Lansing, Abrams Planetarium will begin 
their holiday run of Loch Ness Productions' Season of Light. 
Afterward, they will be bringing back Buhl Planetarium's The 
Search for Life in the Universe for a limited winter run 
starting the first weekend in January. Also showing will be 
the Morehead Planetarium's children's show Sol and 
Company. 

The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Plymouth is 
offering eight 90-minute Thursday night presentations this 
winter from January 16 through March 13. Eight more shows 
are on the "drawing board" for spring. All shows are 
administered through the city's Parks and Recreation 
Department. Private shows are also available Monday 
through Fridays. 

Robert T. Longway Planetarium in Flint continues 
to offer a wide variety of activities and programs for everyone. 
Santa Snark Saves The Seasons closes out the year in the 
dome. Opening on January 4, 2003 will be The Great Space 
Treasure Hunt as their family show and WSKY, Radio Station 



of the Stars as their feature show. Starting January 18, the 
"Space Adventures" exhibit fills the lobby until May 18 and 
the family laser show A Brief Mystery Of Time opens. Creed 
and Pink Floyd continue into next year as the rock laser show 
offerings on Friday and Saturday nights. Family Science on 
March 8 will be "Go Fly A Kite" and on April 12, "Mystery 
Bottles." New telescope users workshops will be held January 
4 and February 15. Filling the rest of the time will be Girl 
Scout merit badge workshops and the Girls In Science 
program. 

Scott Stobbelaar, formerly of the Shiras 
Planetarium in Marquette, is now a planetarium specialist 
with the Seaborg Math & Science Center at Northern 
Michigan University. Scott has been put in charge of their 
new StarLab. 

The Digital Dome Planetarium in Detroit continues 
to grow with the hiring of their last two open positions. John 
Potts, formerly of the Delta College Planetarium in Bay City, 
is the PlanetariumlIMAX Dome Technician. Jenny Pon, most 
recently of the Buhl Planetarium, returns to Michigan as their 
Planetarium Production Specialist. The Digital Dome 
Planetarium's autumn feature show is Buhl's The Search For 
Life in The Universe until mid-November, when it is replaced 
with Loch Ness' 'Tis The Season, a.k.a. Season of Light until 
early 2003. 

The Grand Haven Area Public Schools 
Planetarium in Grand Haven is presenting Honey, I Shrunk 
the Universe in November, to be followed by their own 
production The Maji's Star before Christmas. In January, 
they're showing Once In A Blue Moon followed by The Little 
Star That Could in February and GLPA's Zubenelgenubi 
show in March. Paul Greinke is especially looking forward to 
producing the Jeff Bass concept "Do Not Lick," which will 
hopefully premiere in Cleveland in October. The other Bass 
concept "The Universe Through the Eyes of Paul Greinke" 
was cancelled because the audience got dizzy and threw up. 

Beginning in January and running through April, 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium in Kalamazoo will 
be running In My Backyard and PlanetQuest. Starting in 
early spring, they'll begin showing Carmen Sandiego II and 
MarsQuest. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson will be 
running Sudekum's Santa Snork Saves the Seasons and Loch 
Ness Production's timeless classic Season of Light during 
December. Late January through early February public 
showing will feature The Cowboy Astronomer by Loch Ness 
Productions and the workshop "Learning the Winter Sky for 
Grown-Ups" twice. The Hurst Planetarium completed its 
panorama reconfiguration in September, moving from five 
dissolve pairs to twelve dissolve or 24 projectors. So far, this 
has been a good addition to the facility since more shows can 
be online at any time. 

Attendance at the Cranbrook Institute of Science 
Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills has seen dramatic increases 
so far this year. They hope to bolster their attendance during 
the holiday months by featuring WSKY: Radio Stations to the 
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Stars along with their holiday-theme laser show, Holiday 
Lasers. They've also begun work on their in-house produced 
astronomy program, The Sky Tonight and Worlds Beyond, 
which is set to debut during the summer of 2003. In addition, 
the staff keep themselves busy by teaching a graduate level 
astronomy course, teaching a four-day long astronomy 
immersion course for the general public, offering telescope 
users workshops and maintaining and operating their 
observatory . 

Henry Ford Community College Planetarium in 
Dearborn has received a $30K grant for an automation 
system. Matt Linke of the Exhibit Museum Planetarium in 
Ann Arbor will be serving as a consultant for the project. 

Things are shaking at Shaker 
Heights. Gene Zajac and Joe 
Marencik conducted their fifth 
space camp last June. They 
used the space bus (which is 
now painted inside and out), 
launched rockets, went to 
NASA Lewis, used the drop 
tower Joe had built with a 
NASA grant, and crashed their 
rover into a tree (which would 

not happen on the moon of course but there are those 
boulders). The planetarium also got a fresh look during the 
summer as new carpeting was installed and Rick Pirko 
painted the dome and installed several special effects. 
Students in the Shaker's astronomy club are producing a 
planetarium program (their first) about Mars. They are doing 
the A V work using Adobe Premiere and the AstroFX system 
and will write the script and select slides as well. The show 
debuts in early spring. The astronomy club is also learning to 
use a variety of telescopes to assist Gene in Tuesday evening 
star parties, where Girl Scouts are working toward merit 
badges. Here's the latest on those two-thirds replicas of 
William Herschel's 7 -foot telescopes that Gene and Kelly 
Jons have been building: they took them to the amateur 
telescope conference at Stellafane, Vermont, and won first 
place for craftsmanship! Their craftsmanship included 
building the scopes from mahogany lumber, grinding the 4.5-
inch fl14 mirrors, and fabricating the boxes using brass. All 
this took many hundred hours between Kelly's wood shop and 
Gene's basement! Their progress has inspired two Shaker 
students to become interested in making their own scopes too. 

Dean Regas reports that the Trailside Nature 
Center (where the Wolff Planetarium is housed) will soon 
undergo a year-long renovation that will include the addition 
of a nature library. This small planetarium is Ohio's oldest 
and enjoys a natural setting in a large city park in Cincinnati. 

The crew at the University of Toledo's Ritter 
Planetarium is busy with many show productions in the 
pipeline. Jeff Potter (Education Specialist) is working hard on 
producing the new winter solstice show Holiday Nights, 



which will run Friday evenings during December, while 
Santa's Secret Star (a Ritter-Staerkel co-production) will 
shine on Saturday afternoons. Ritter will dig into its archives 
in the new year to run Explorers of Mauna Kea and So ... You 
Want to be an Astronomer?, followed by Follow the Drinking 
Gourd and Winter Skies. Lori Schmetzer (Grad Student 
Extraordinaire) continues to teach a H.S. astronomy course, 
and will be the instructor this spring for the 400 level 
"Astronomy in the Planetarium" class. She is also producing 
Women in Astronomy to debut in March. Alex Mak 
(Associate Director) is collaborating with Dawn Mullis 
(Ritter Alum and Web Master) on Street Smart Astronomy, 
which debuts in April. School shows at Ritter have a fresh 
look, thanks to Eric Melenbrink and Jon Marshall of Ash 
Enterprises, who recently came in and made the 35-year-old 
A3P like new again. 

A double-feature of Amazing Stargazing 
(Minneapolis) and Saving the Night (SEPA) is the fall show 
at the Bowling Green State University Planetarium, where 
the pans are shining more brightly after aging Kodak 
Ektagraphic E-lIs in the primary bank of panorama projectors 
were replaced with a dozen new E-Ins. 

C.R.A.P. held its September meeting jointly in 
Toledo and Bowling Green on Saturday, Sept. 7. Two shows 
were on the agenda: Jeff Potter's Is There Anybody Out 
There? at Toledo and Dale Smith's Is This the End of the 
World? at BG, where the world didn't end after the show's 
public run in 1999. A variety of talks, informal presentations, 
lunch, and a potluck at Dale's house rounded out the day. Jim 
Shannon (Warrensville Heights) hosted the October meeting 
and Joe DeRocher and crew hosted the November meeting at 
the new Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

For more information on the PLATO grants, contact 
Dr. Beck-Winchatz at bbeck@condor.depaul.edu. The 
deadline for PLATO grants is January 31, 2003. 

During the conference, Past President Dan Francetic 
announced the completion of the revised TIPS # 16: "TIPS on 
Keeping Your Planetarium Open." Dan has worked for 
several years on a teacher survey and revisions of the original 
TIPS #16. The revised TIPS #16 is another GLPA member 
benefit and you should have received it in the mail by now. 
Many tllanks are due to Dan for his hard work on this project. 

Finally, next year's GLPA conference is in 
Cleveland, Ohio on October 22-25. Joe DeRocher will be our 
host at the new Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. As always, we will expect 
another great conference in Cleveland! 

Until spring - clear skies inside and outside of your 
dome! 
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Seasons greeting from up north eh? Ya you 
betcha it's cold here - has to do with latitude they tell me. 
Ya sure, dis guy over at that Planetarium said this planet 
is tilted. Causes dem short days we have don't ya know. 
Says we got bragging rights for the shortest days - ya, you 
betcha. I reckon that makes up for all dis dang cold here. 
Va. (Now, who is going to produce the "Stars over Fargo" 
Planetarium show?) What a wonder winter is, eh? 

Speaking of Winter Wonders, Minneapolis' hit show 
is playing in Stevens Point, Waukesha and La Crosse, 
Wisconsin and at the Como Planetarium in Saint Paul. 
Given that Minneapolis has run out of stars, Como Director 
Denny Brinkman will try and pick up the slack for those die
hard, starry-eyed Minnesotans. 

After a hit premiere at the Menasha conference, 
GLP A's very own The Stargazer will also play in Waukesha 
and La Crosse. Speaking of shows from GLP A, 
Zubenlegenubi's Magical Sky is playing over in way-western 
territory - at Ken Murphy's place in Marshall, Minnesota. 
He is also playing 'Tis the Season which is also playing at 
Geoff Holt's starry palace in Madison, Wisconsin. Madison 
is also running Explorer of Mauna Kea. Finally, Loch Ness' 
More Than Meets the Eye is playing in Marshall, Minnesota 
and Stevens Point. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

To ensure that your planetarium is represented 
in the spring column of State News, please 
forward news from your facility to your state 
chair by mid-January. 



Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 





BULLETIN BOARD 

THE STARGAZER 

Come along on a journey to the stars with 
University of Illinois astronomer Jim Kaler in a brand 
new planetarium production written and produced by the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association in conjunction 
with the Minneapolis Planetarium. Nichelle Nichols 
(Chief Communications Officer Uhura from the original 
Star Trek) and Dr. Kaler narrate this three-part personal 
look at astronomy. The show begins with a child's 
curiosity, moves on to the science of gravity, light, the 
spectrum, and how they help us decipher the lifestyles of 
the stars, then ends with reflections on the deeper 
meanings of astronomy in our own lives. 

You can now run The StarGazer in your own 
dome! The show kit comes with: 

• 159 plastic-mounted slides in sleeves; 
• DVD with soundtrack (35 minutes) and video 

sequences; 
• Annotated script, slide list, and list of video 

sequences. 

The cost of this non-profit show, supported in 
part by a NASA/Space Telescope Science Institute 
IDEAS grant, is only $150. To order your kit, send a 
signed purchase order or check (made out to "Great 
Lakes Planetarium Association") to: 

Dave Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign, IL 61821-1806 

For more information, call (217) 351-2567 or e
mail Dave Leake at dleake@parkland.edu. The 
StarGazer is a non-profit production supported in part 
by a NASA/Space Telescope Science Institute IDEAS 
grant. 
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OHIO ARCHAEOASTRONOMY TOUR 

Ohio was home to some of the greatest Native 
American cultures this continent has ever seen! Join the 
Wilderness Center for a three-day tour exploring the 
archaeology and astronomy of Ohio's most fascinating 
prehistoric sites, from the early Adena culture to the 
Fort Ancient people. The planned itinerary is as follows: 

Thursday, June 19 
Newark-Great Circle, museum, Circle and Octagon, 

Alligator Mound 
Columbus-Ohio Historical Center, Dinner 
Overnight in Dayton 

Fri, June 20 
Day ton-Sun Watch Village, Boonshoft Museum of 

Discovery Planetarium 
Lebanon-Fort Ancient, Dinner at Golden Lamb 
Peebles-Sunset at Serpent Mound 
Overnight in Seaman 

Sat, June 20 
Peebles-Serpent Mound, Siep Mound 
Chillicothe-Hopewell Culture National Historical Park 

The tour guide is Bradley T. Lepper, Curator of 
Archaeology for the Ohio Historical Society in 
Columbus, Ohio. Dr. Lepper is a visiting professor in 
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at 
Denison University in Granville and the editor of the 
international scientific journal "Current Research in the 
Pleistocene." Dr. Lepper's primary areas of interest 
include the Ice Age peoples of North America, Ohio's 
magnificent mounds and earthworks, and the history of 
archaeology. Dr. Lepper has written extensively on these 
subjects for both technical journals and magazines 
intended for a general audience. Especially noteworthy 
research includes the excavation of the Burning Tree 
mastodon (named one of the top 50 science discoveries 
of 1990 by Discover magazine) and the discovery of the 
Great Hopewell Road. Dr. Lepper will accompany us to 
all the sites. Additional, local guides will join us at the 
Great Circle museum, the Ohio Historical Center, 
SunWatch Village, Boonschoft Museum of Discovery, 
and the Hopewell Culture National Historical Parle 



TWC Education Director Joann Ballbach will be our 
escort. 

Travel and Accommodations: 
We will travel in vans. We win stay in hotels in Dayton 
and Seaman. Seven meals, lunch Thursday through 
lunch Saturday are included - continental breakfasts at 
the hotels, picnic or box lunches at the sites, and dinners 
in local restaurants. 

Double occupancy: $499. Single occupancy: $629. Fee 
includes just about everything we could think of -
meals, lodging, transportation, entry fees, and guide 
services. Does not include alcoholic beverages (if 
desired) or tips. A deposit of $100 will save you a spot. 
Balance due by May 15. 

F or more information, contact Joann Ballbach at 
The Wilderness Center. Her phone number is 877-359-
5235 or via e-mail atjoann@falcon.stark.k12.oh.us. 

BOEING WRITING CONTEST 

The Griffith Observatory, in the interest of 
stimulating the flow of information between scientists, 
screen writers and the public, has announced the 
sponsorship by Boeing of another annual offering of 
awards for the best articles in astronomy, astrophysics 
and space science. Articles must be between 10 and 15 
pages long, typewritten (preferable in digitized text) in 
English, double-spaced, and accompanied by a brief 
biographical sketch of the author. At least two finished 
camera-ready ink diagrams, graphs, or photographs, 
ready for publication, must be included. The author's 
name and title of the article should appear only on a 
cover sheet and not on the pages of the article itself. 

Prizes will be awarded for articles that best 
communicate to the average reader, material of current 
or historical interest in astronomy, astrophysics, and 
space science. Previously published articles will not be 
accepted. Authors may submit more than one entry, but 
only one prize can be awarded to a winning author. The 
cash amount of the awards are $1,000 (First Prize), $350 
(Second Prize), $200 (Third Prize), $150 (Fourth Prize) 
and $50 (Honorable Mention). All submission must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2002. Address all articles 
to: Awards Committee; c/o Griffith Observatory; 2800 
East Observatory Road; Los Angeles, CA 90027. All 
winning articles become the property of the Griffith 
Observatory and will be published in the Griffith 
Observer. 
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AMAZON RAINFOREST WORKSHOP 

Enter to win a $1,000 scholarship for a lifetime 
experience! The Amazon Rainforest Workshop July 7-
16, 2003 is a professional development opportunity for 
teachers to work side-by-side with scientists in one of 
the most biologically diverse environments in the world. 

Join a spirited faculty of specialists in 
ornithology, botany, marine biology, and entomology. 
Ascend over 115 feet on a 1/4-mile Rainforest Canopy 
Walkway. Visit local schools and families and see how 
indigenous cultures use the forest for medicine, food, 
and shelter. Integrate field study with slides and support 
materials as a catalyst for local environmental education 
projects at home. Full land cost for the workshop is 
$1,948. Academic credit through NC State University, 
budget airfare, optional Andes extensions, and Inca Trail 
Expedition July 16-25,2003 are available. 

Scholarship drawing entry is simple. Deadline is 
March 8. An application form can be found online at 
www.traveI2Iearn.com. For further workshop and 
funding information, check this web site or call Frances 
Gatz at 800-669-6806 or e-mail atfgatz@earthlink.net. 

Indiana Planetarium Passes Milestone 
(continued from page 13) 

own right), is our current Science Educator. Laura 
Barnett is our Senior Science Explainer and Midwest 
Wild Weather Coordinator. 

As we approach the 50th anniversary of the 
space race, more institutions will pass their own 
milestones. Like many domes, our planetarium remains 
pretty much the same today as it was thirty years ago. 
We still have our Spitz A-I, looking worn out as ever, 
safely stored in our collection. In keeping with our long
standing tradition, we continue to employ adult 
volunteers to present about half of the 350 school 
presentations each year. Our public show schedule of 
twice-a-day shows on weekends and daily shows during 
the summer months has been in place for 18 years. 
Lacking much in the form of state-of-the art bells and 
whistles, I try to ensure that we present the best "live" 
shows anywhere. The stars continue to be our best (and 
practically only) special effect. 

With many planetaria our age having either 
closed, been rebuilt, or contemplating a renovation, you 
might ask "What's on the horizon for Evansville?" For 
now, I can only say that an upgrade is planned and that 
Indiana's oldest planetarium is almost certain to be here 
one way or another for the next fifty years. 



ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 



ARTICLES 

Indiana Planetarium 
Passes Milestone 

by Mitch Luman 

During the autumn of 1952, the first public 
demonstration of a planetarium star projector occurred 
in Evansville, Indiana when our then new Spitz A-I was 
demonstrated at an outdoor street festival. These were 
the earliest beginnings of the Evansville's Koch 
(pronounced cook) Planetarium. The continuous 
presence of a planetarium for fifty years in our southern 
Indiana community have earned our planetarium the title 
as the oldest in the state. 

The story of Indiana's first planetarium is as 
familiar as it is extraordinary. Armand Spitz himself 
personally sold our Museum its earliest planetarium 
projector. The 1952 purchase was the outcome of a 
strong friendship between Spitz and Evansville Museum 
Director Emeritus, Siegfried Weng. Dr. Weng, who is 
still living, will celebrate his 100th birthday in 2004. 
The dodecahedron-shaped projector was soon moved 
into a room with a very high ceiling at the Museum. The 
projector was put into immediate service under an 18-
foot ribbed, canvas dome and guests were seated in 
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movable metal (ouch!) chairs. Visitors had to "duck" 
under the dome to enter the planetarium. The purchase 
of the Spitz A-I was the result of the efforts of then 
Museum President, R. Malcolm Koch 

When a new, much more expansive building 
was constructed in downtown Evansville on the banks of 
the Ohio River in 1959, the star projector was again 
moved to new quarters. There, under anew Iy 
constructed 30-foot plaster dOllle, volunteers continued 
to present shows to public and school audiences - a 
tradition which continues to this day. During the early 
years, the planetarium utilized glass mounted "lantern" 
slides for visual effects and a phonograph to provide 
occasional music. 

By the early 1970's, however, our vintage Spitz 
A-I was beginning to show signs of old age. The 
Museum initiated a campaign to purchase a new 
projector. Funded entirely by private donations, one of 
the first Spitz 512's to come out of Chadds Ford was 
purchased and installed at our planetarium in 1974. The 
new equipment, along with the addition of a few slide 
projectors, a tape deck and a few additional bobbles 
continued to be utilized by museum volunteers to 
present shows. 

Museum staff who had planetarium duties at our 
museum were few and far between. Museum curators 
watched over things in the 60' s, but it was not unti I 1977 
that John Wharton was hired to become our first 
Planetarium Director. When John moved on and after a 
few years without leadership, the position of the George 
and Dorothy Eykamp Director of the Koch Science 
Center and Planetarium was created. Funded with a 
major gift, this endowed position ensures that there will 
always be leadership in science at our institution. About 
this same time, the Museum expanded the physical 
space devoted to science through the creation of a 
Science Center utilizing both permanent and changing 
exhibits. I was hired as the first planetarium/science 
center director in 1985. Other full-time staff who came 
along to assist with the planetariUlll during the 80' sand 
90's included: Mike Heard, Dan Moran, Charmaine 
Oxford, Deborah Shelley and Richard Valentine. Mike 
Smith, who many of you met at Richmond in 2001 and 
at IPS in 2002 (and who is a talented planetarian in his 

(continued on page 11) 



MINUTES OF THE GLPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Menasha, Wisconsin 

PRESENT: Gary Sampson, Jeanne Bishop, Joe DeRocher, 
Bob Bonadurer, Susan Button, Dave DeRemer, Dale Smith, 
Geoff Holt, Gary Tomlinson, Chris Janssen, and Art Klinger. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by 
President Sampson at 9:09 a.m. CDT with a few sleep
deprived members. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The minutes of the last 
Executive Committee meeting, held in Mishawaka, Indiana 
on April 27, 2002 had been printed in the GLPA Fall 
newsletter and e-mailed to each member. Bishop moved that 
the minutes be approved. Seconded by Sampson. Motion 
carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer disclosed the 
financial summary of GLPA activities from October 1, 2000 
to June 26, 2001 as follows: Note: Due to expenses the 
Certificate of Deposit (CD) was cashed in for $5,000. 

Receipts: 
GLP A Member Support 5,055.00 
2002 Conference Revenue 16,776.00 
Transfer from CD 6,923.55 
Zubee Show Sales 1,212.00 
Newsletter Advertising 1.755.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $31,721.55 

Expenditures: 
Newsletter Postage 1,025.67 
Newsletter Printing 2,233.14 
2001 Proceedings 2,225.15 
Executive Committee Travel 1,978.53 
Returned Checks 80.00 
State Meetings 195.81 
Paper Plate Production 500.00 
IPS Travel 240.51 
GLP A Postage 314.41 
GLP A Supplies 209.33 
Insurance 1,020.00 
Website Fee 70.00 
State Non-profit fee 20.00 
Conference Refund 251.00 
Conference Photographer 176.67 
New Conference Badges 490.86 
Stargazer DunlicationiProduction 3,911.05 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: $17,977.21 

Checking Account Summary: 
Balance 6/26/01 3,254.63 
ADD receints 31.721.55 
TOTAL 34,976.18 
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October 23, 2002 

SUBTRACT Expenditures 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 10/21102 

Separate Funds 
GLP A gift shop 
Printed Materials 
Slide, tane, & software 
TOTAL 

Savings 
Account Balance 

Financial Summary 
Checking Account 
Separate Funds 
Credit Union Savings 
TOTAL GLPA ASSETS 

-17,977.21 

$16,998.97 

369.84 
747.01 
502.93 

1,619.78 

$0.00 

6/26/01 
3,254.63 

864.71 
6,590.45 

$10,709.79 

10/21/02 
16,998.97 
1,619.78 

0.00 
$18,618.75 

Bonadurer noted that conference money came directly to the 
GLP A Treasurer rather than the conference host and many 
bills will need to be paid from the conference. A motion to 
approve the treasurer's report was made by Button, seconded 
by DeRemer, passed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Mr. Sampson, (alias El 
Presidente) thanked all Executive members for their hard 
work over the past year. 

He noted that he was collecting research from 
planetarium personnel on the possibility of a short course on 
Cosmology being offered by the University of Chicago's Dr. 
Landsberg tllrough a NSF grant. Sampson will keep the 
membership posted on this development. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Mr. DeRocher, host of GLPA's 
2003 conference in Cleveland, showed the Committee a draft 
agenda for next year. DeRocher, as President-Elect, will also 
get a Nominations Committee together for tIle 2003 elections. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dr. Bishop reported on 
the successful cooperation of GLPA and NASA's Office of 
Space Science. They will once again offer Plato grants to 
area Planetaria. Deadlines are January 31, 2003. Contact 
Bernhard Beck-Winchatz at 773-325.4545 for more 
information. Bishop also noted a compliment by NASA 
officials as they said GLP A should be a "verb" because of all 
its efforts to enhance astronomy education. 

Bishop also noted she is working on a survey on how 
NASA can best serve planetaria. She will distribute it at the 
conference and apprise membership of the results. 

IPS REPORT: Ms. Button reported that the IPS has 645 
members and that 450 people attended the 2002 conference in 
Wichita! The last Executive meeting was in Germany-



celebrating Jena's 80th anniversary. The 2004 conference 
will be July 12-16 in Valencia, Spain. Estimated registration 
costs is 350 Euros. The 2006 conference has bids from 
Melbourne, Australia and Vienna, Austria. 

The quarterly journal The Planetarian will receive a 
new look starting in March, 2003. Button noted that new 
articles are needed, so please submit your articles to editor, 
John Mosely at: jmosley@earthlink.net. 

The IPS Directory will soon be available as a .pdf 
file that is searchable. Dr. Dale made a pitch to get those 
updates on your facility to him ASAP! A new Dutch regional 
affiliate has been added to IPS. A Portable Planetarium 
handbook will soon be available on CD-ROM. IPS is also a 
resource for slides, video laser discs, star shows, and 
astronomy exercises. Check out their website at: 
http://www.ips-planetarium.org/ 

Nominees for President-Elect of IPS are Martin 
George and Tony Farrell. Shawn Laatsch and Lee Ann 
Hening are running unopposed for Treasurer and Secretary. 

MEMBERSHIP: Chris Janssen reported that the GLP A 
membership is being entered into a new database as the 
conference proceeds. Watching him enter data, it looks like 
some great software, which should help serve GLP A members 
much more effectively. There are 215 GLPA members at the 
end of 2001 and Chris expects similar results for 2002 after 
all the conference registrations are entered and analyzed. 
GLP A Fellow and Honorary Members were also discussed. 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger reported that 12 vendors are 
participating in the 2002 conference with two additional 
firms submitting door prizes. Contributing vendors include: 
Ash Enterprises, Astro-Tec, A VI, Jeff Bowen, East Coast 
Controls, Evans & Sutherland, GOTO, Joe Hopkins, Mega 
Systems & Minolta, Seiler, Sky-Skan, and Spitz, Inc. Thank 
you, Art and thank you vendors. 

PUBLICATIONS: Dale Smith reported for Bart Benjamin. 
He noted the amount of advertising revenue and member 
benefits, and thanked state chairs and all others who help 
facilitate the Conference Proceedings and GLPA Newsletter. 

He noted that text articles for conference papers and 
posters used in the Proceedings can be e-mailed to him before 
the conference starts. 

EDUCATION: DeRemer noted that the TIPs booklet 
"Keeping the Planetarium Open" is done and should be 
distributed in January. Thanks to Dan Francetic! 

There was much discussion about the revision of 
Goals for Astronomy in a K-12 curriculum. Given that 
standards change from state to state and sometimes by 
district, and that astronomy is being phased out in some 
places, challenges abound for the planetarium. DeRemer will 
collect information on current state standards and distribute 
to the GLP A membership when finished. The Music TIPs 
booklet is also close to being finished. 

The Stargazer is complete and will be presented 
Thursday at the conference. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (LIBRARY): Holt 
noted it was business as usual although GLP A's resources 
became "the mysterious moving library" when his school 
relocated the inventory without telling him. He continues to 
stress that the best way to access and contribute to the 
archives is electronically through the GLP A website at 
www.glpaweb.org. 

Geoff also thanked Mitch Luman, who spent 12 
years in charge of the A-V library. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tomlinson said the 
2002 conference is going very well, and that Joe DeRocher 
has already put together a draft agenda for 2003 in Cleveland 
on Oct 22-25! 

GLP A is still waiting for a bid to host the 2004 
conference. Grand Rapids, Michigan sent a letter by Dave 
DeBryun to host the 2005 conference, and it passed 
unanimously by the Executive Committee! No bids for 2006 
yet, but Steve Mitch from Wheeling, West Virginia sent a 
letter asking to host a joint 2007 conference with MAPS and 
SEPA on Oct 10-14. This also passed unanimously! 

Karen Klamczynski led the Executive Committee 
through a preview of this year's conference. The Committee 
was very impressed and thanked Karen for all her time and 
hard work. 

OLD BUSINESS: Bishop noted that the "History of GLPA" 
handbook is being planned for distribution in October 2005 at 
the Grand Rapids conference 

NEW BUSINESS: The Committee discussed the possibility 
of distributing the Garfield show but decided against it. 

The budget was discussed and passed. Income totals 
$17,400 that includes: $ 5,000 for dues, $ 900 for advertising, 
$8,500 for star show sales and $3,000 for return of conference 
seed money. Expenses are $16,010 which include: $200 
President's Fund, $400 awards, $500 Tips printing, $1,600 
Newsletter printing, $850 Newsletter postage, $2,500 
Proceedings, $250 state meetings, $250 IPS travel, $200 
postage, $150 supplies, $500 insurance, $3,600 star show 
costs, $10 state non-profit fee, and $3,000 conference seed 
money. 

A GLPA Galileo Award recognizing exemplary 
leadership at the national and/or international level was 
passed with the agreement that minor adjustments would be 
made. The Committee will further discuss a GLP A Edison 
Award recognizing innovation in technology in the 
Planetarium field. 

The spring meeting for GLP A Executive Committee 
will be April 26th, Saturday at 9 a.m. CDT at Art Klinger's 
Planetarium in Mishawaka, Indiana. 

President Sampson thanked all the committee chairs 
and their hard work for GLP A. 

ADJOURMENT: Sleepy head #1 DeRemer moved to 
adjourn, sleepy head #2 Bonadurer seconded. So Passed at 
3:14 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE GLPA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Menasha, Wisconsin 

CALL TO ORDER: The annual business meeting of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association was called to order at 
the 38th annual conference by President Sampson at 10:05 
a.m. EDT. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Robert Bonadurer, 
SecretarylTreasurer, reviewed the minutes of the previous 
business meeting held in Richmond, Kentucky on June 30, 
2001, which were printed in the GLPA Newsletter. A motion 
to approve the minutes was seconded and approved. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer reviewed the 
financial report for the 2001-2002 fiscal year. As of October 
20,2002, GLPA has a total assets balance of$18,618.75 

(please see the Executive Committee minutes for the 
entire financial report.) 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: President Sampson asked the 
membership questions on how to best present a workshop on 
Cosmology by University of Chicago Professor Randy 
Landsberg. Randy Olson noted that two workshops could be 
presented in both Chicago and Cleveland. Alan Pareis said a 
possible star show could be developed. Jon Marshall noted 
that a conference workshop on the results could be done. 

Sampson reported that the Galileo Award passed. It 
will recognize exemplary leadership at the national and/or 
international level. He noted that GLP A officer nomination 
forms would be in the newsletter. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Bishop thanked everyone 
for filling out the NASA survey (how they can best serve 
planetaria) during the conference and to get in any last ones. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Joe DeRocher polled the 
membership on when to best mail the registration for the 
2003 conference in Cleveland. Alan Davenport said that 
putting news on the 2003 conference on the website would be 
very helpful. 

IPS REPORT: Button noted all about the amazing benefits 
of IPS membership and encouraged people to join. She 
highlighted the July 12-16, 2004 conference in Valencia, 
Spain with their "gorgeous" planetarium. For more info there, 
check out: http://www.cac.es/ips2004/ 

She mentioned the new Dutch affiliate and other IPS 
news. For all IPS happenings and services check out tlleir 
website at: http://www.ips-planetarium.org. 

MEMBERSHIP: Committee chair Janssen kept the 
membership up to date on GLP A statistics. He noted that the 
new database is working great. 

DEVELOPMENT: Tomlinson reported for Art. Klinger and 
noted that 12 vendors are supporting and showcasing their 
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great products at the conference. He thanked them all for 
their support of GLP A. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin acknowledged the four 
Newsletter advertisers and the five State Chairs and their 
coordinator Mary Schindewolf. He would like all people to 
get their paper texts to Dale Smith ASAP. The Proceedings 
for the conference will have a CD-ROM or hard copy option. 

EDUCATION: Chuck Bueter thanked GLPA for its support 
of the Paper Plate Project and thanked Wayne James who got 
us all started on the effectiveness of using paper plates to 
teach astronomy. 

DeRemer thanked Dan Francetic for his work on 
"Keeping the Planetarium Open" TIPS booklet #16. The 
Music TIPS book is nearing completion. He noted that he and 
Jeanne Bishop, Art Klinger, and Gary Sampson would work 
the standards issue for astronomy educators. 

He also updated everyone that GLP A has now 
produced three shows for three different grade levels. 
Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky for the younger crowd, Solar 
System Adventure Tour for primary grades, and The 
Stargazer for junior and senior high! Congratulations and 
Thank you Dave! 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Holt noted the superb 
work of Mitch Luman and welcomed Dave Leake as the new 
A-V chair. He continues to improve on the website where 
slides eventually will be able to be seen so membership has a 
better idea on what to order. He also said GLP A has 300 
scripts and urged all to send more - electronically! Again 
that website is www.glpaweb.org. Log on today! 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Mary Schindewolf reported 
that the state meetings are as follows: 

Illinois May 30-31 Peoria 
Indiana April 12 Indianapolis-Bowen/Lauver H.S. 

Michigan TBA Jackson 
Ohio April 12 COSI-Columbus 
WIIMN May 2-3 La Crosse 

Tomlinson said the 2003 GLP A Conference is in 
Cleveland from Oct 22-25! Joe DeRocher gave a slide tour of 
Cleveland and his new facility! 

GLP A is still waiting for a host for the 2004 
conference. Grand Rapids, Michigan will host the 2005 
conference, dates to be determined but in October. Wheeling, 
West Virginia sent a letter asking to host a joint 2007 
conference with MAPS and SEPA on Oct 10-14. 

ADJOURMENT: Meeting adjourned at 11:37 p.m. 





All photographs appearing in this section of 
the newsletter were taken by Jeanne Bishop. 

Thank you, Jeanne! 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2002-2003: 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Canal Fulton, Ohio 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

Bowen Productions 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Evans and Sutherland 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

GOTO Optical Manufacturing 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

MegaSystems and Minolta 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
Representative: Phil Groce 

Spitz 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Alan Wells 

PATRON SPONSORS 

Ash Enterprises 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: John Hare 

East Coast Control Systems 
Bigler, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Seiler Instruments 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Orlando, Florida 
Representative : Joanne Young 

SUSTAINING SPONSORS 

Sky-Skan 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Representative: Steve Savage 
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OS' P1aJ1lllaf'lUl'l' 
FELLOW OF GLPA 

In recognition of a member's professional status and significant 
contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA), 
the Executive Committee will consider candidates for the rank of 
FELLOW of GLPA. 

Any current member in good standing with the GLP A may nominate 
a candidate by submitting an application and supporting documents to 
the membership chairman. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA: 

1. Active membership* in GLP A for tep. or more consecutive 
years. 

2. Active membership* in GLPA for five or more consecutive 
years with substantial contributions in at least two of the 
categories listed below. 

a. Serving GLPA in elective offices, appointed chairmanships, 
committee work, and/or conference planning. 

b. Relevant and significant publications and/or conference 
paper presentations. 
c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
organizations. 
d. The development and communication of innovative 
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of benefit 
to. the general membership. 

3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLP A Code of 
Ethics for the Planetarium Profession. 

* Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has 
attended a majority of state and regional GLP A meetings. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer FELLOW status upon 
nominated individuals on the basis of the above qualifications. 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: Chris Janssen 
GLP A Membership Chairman 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 



NOMINATION FORM FOR 
FEL W OF GLPA 

NAME OF NOMINEE: 
INSTITUTION: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE ZIP -------------- ------ ------

CRITERIA REQUIRED. 
1. Years of membership in GLPA from to present. # Yrs. __ 
2. GLP A and State conferences att~nded (Year & Location). 

3. GLP A INVOL VEMENT: elective offices held, committee 
chairs,committee memberships, conference host/planning. Include dates. 

tions and/or conference papers presented -- include dates. 

5. Other professional achievements and contributions 

Please attach additional sheets if necessary. 

NOMINATED BY: 
DATE: 



HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

In recognItIon of a member's significant career contributions to 
planetarium education and the Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
(GLP A), the Executive Committee will consider candidates for 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet the qualifications.Jisted 
below. 

Any member in good stan~ing with the GLP A may nominate a 
candidate by submitting an application and supporting documents to 
the membership chainnan. 

CRlTERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 

1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be nominated 
on the basis of: 

a. The number of years of membership in the GLP A. 
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLP A. 
c. Professional accomplishments in astronomy and 
planetarium education. 
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
organizations. 

2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired from 
full-time planetarium education. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life 
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the above 
qualificatiolJs. An Honorary Life Member will have full 
membership privileges for life and will be exempt from dues. 

Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive recognition 
and a certificate of their membership status at the annual Armand 
Spitz banquet. 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: Chris Janssen 
GLP A Membership Chairman 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 



GLP A NOMINATION FORM FOR 
HONORARY LIFE ME~v1BERSHIP 

NAME OF NOMINEE: 
INSTITUTION: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: ______________ STATE ______ ZIP ____ __ 

CRITERIA REQUIRED. 

1. Years of membership in GLP A from to present. # Y rs. __ 
2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location). 

3. GLP A INVOL VEMENT: elective offices held, committe
chairmanships, committee memberships, conference host/planning. Include 
dates. 

4. Publ~catiohs and conference papers presented -- include dates. 

5. Other professional achievements and contributions 

Please attach additional sheets if necessary. 

NOlVIINATED BY: 
DATE: 





GLPA 2002 CONFERENCE PHOTO (MENASHA) 

I-William Zirngibl 
2-Nathan Walters 
3-Betty Jo Harper 
4-Amera Platt 
5-Don Tuttle 
6-Nicholas Makarowski 
7-Susan Batson 
8-Diane Batson 
9-Jeff Bryant 
10-Kathy Michaels 
II-Byron R. Turner 
12-Bob Ernst 
13-Gary Sampson 
14-Mary Schindewolf 
15-Gordon Stewart 
16-Bob Allen 
17-Lisa Daly 
18-Wayne James 
19-J eri Panek 
20-Dan Goins 
21-Dayle Brown 
22-Barbara Williams 
23-Peggy Motes 
24-April Whitt 
25-Jeanne Bishop 
26-Karen Klamczynski 
27-Susan Button 
28-Dave DeRemer 
29-La Vonne Boughner 
30-Fran Ratka 
31-Sheila Bennett 
32-Georgia Neff 
33-Lois Wolf 
34-Joanne Young 
35-Paul Greinke 
36-Matthew Mascheri 
37-Jason Heaton 
38-Sheldon Schafer 
39-Dan Francetic 
40-George Atchley 
41-Nicholas Bowen 
42-Randy W. Olson 
43-Gary Tomlinson 
44-John Hare 

outline drawing by Dori Anderson 

key prepared by Dale Smith 

45-Larry Wiss 
46-Suzy Chippindale 
47-David Leake 
48-Alan Pareis 
49-Brock Schroeder 
50-Steve Case 
51-Dan Zielinski 
52-Dale W. Smith 
53-Jack W. Geis 
54-Cheri Adams 
55-John French 
56-Joe DeRocher 
57-Jon Marshall 
58-Bart Benjamin 
59-David Hurd 
60-Jon Frantz 
61-Steve Schaffer 
62-W aylena McCully 
63-Jeffrey Potter 
64-Tom Button 
65-Geoff Holt 
66-Bernhard Beck-Winchatz 
67-Chris Janssen 
68-Toshi Yasuda 
69-Bob Bonadurer 
70-Flagg Staff 
71-John Schroer, IV 
72-Michael Bakos 
73-Jeremy K. Bryant 
74-Gregg Williams 
75-Chuck Bueter 
76-Mark Reed 
77 -Alan Davenport 
78-Chris Standerford 
79-Allan Wells 
80-Shawn Laatsch 
81-Ed Lantz 
82-Mitch Luman 
83-Mike Stanley 
84-Ken Murphy 
85-Todd Mortensen 
86-Ken Miller 
87 -Matthew Schmidkamp 



ABOUT IPS 

The International Planetarium 
Society is the global association of 
planetarium professionals. Its members 
come from countries around the world 
and represent schools, colleges and 
universities, museums, and public 
facilities of all sizes including both fixed 
and portable planetariums. 

IPS serves its members with ... 

• biennial conferences 
• its quarterly journal, The Planetarian 
• the IPS Directory of the world's 

planetariums 
• the IPS Resource Directory, which lists 

800+ vendors 
• Conference Proceedings 
• special publications 
• slide and video services 
• the Listserv IPSnews 
• networking on all scales, from local to 

global 

See more on the IPS web site: 
www.ips-planetarium.org 

IPS dues are only $50 a year. To 
request a membership brochure or to 
join IPS, please contact: 

Shawn Laatsch 
IPS Treasurer/Membership Chair 
Gheens Science Hall 
Rauch Planetarium 
University of Louisville 
108 West Brandeis Avenue 
Louisville, Kentucky 40292 USA 

1-502-852-5855 
1-502-852-0831 fax 
102424.1 032@compuserve.com 

PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE GLPA 

_NEWSLETTER 

I. Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 

A. What college(s) did you attend? 

B. What were you doing before you started working in the 
planetarium? 

C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your 
current position? What percent of your job duties are 
planetarium-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 

A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may 
have influenced your love of the stars and/or your career 
path to the planetarium. 

B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've 
had while working in the planetarium field. 

C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space 
science in which you have a particular interest. Is this 
interest directly related to your job, or is it just for your own 
curiosity. 

D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? 
Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, 
deep sky, etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to 
pursue your hobby. 

E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not 
planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart 
Benjamin, Ceman Earth and Space Center, Triton 
College, 2000 Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 
or via e-mail to: bbenjami@triton.edu. Thank you! 



THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of planetariums 
regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 
annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be 
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA 
Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send 
information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2002. 
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Westlake Schools Planetarium Sue Button Arthur M. Klinger 
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Bowling Green, OH 43403 
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For a replacement copy of this newsletter, contact Dale Smith (address given above) 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
marLschindewolf@ipsd.org 

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson 
Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids 
272 Pearl N.W. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
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gtomlins@mail.triton.net 

2003 CONFERENCE 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Nat. History 
1 Wade Oval, University Circle 
Cleveland,OH 44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 

GLPA CONFERENCES: 

2003 October 22-25 
Cleveland, Ohio 




