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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

"Fall seven times, stand up eight" - Japanese proverb 

Spring ... the vernal equinox ... a time of the year 
when we think of new life, new birth, new beginnings. And 
yet, in this spring of 2003 we are confronted by the tragedy of 
the loss of life of seven astronauts in the Space Shuttle 
Columbia disaster. Those of us who are in the forefront of the 
Space Program now need to find the resources to help the 
public understand how such a disaster could occur, and how 
the lives of the seven astronauts were not lost in vain. It is not 
an easy task, but we are uniquely able to help others through 
this difficult time. And we have done it before ... the 
Challenger disaster, as well as the loss of life for astronauts 
Grissom, White and Chaffee in the Apollo 1 fire. 

More than likely, most of us are still going through a 
grieving process as a result of the Columbia tragedy. We are 
passionate about the space program, and the loss of any 
astronaut is akin to the loss of life by one of our colleagues. 
Yet, we know that eventually we as planetarians (and we as a 
country) will emerge from this latest disaster with renewed 
conviction to continue onward ... ad astra per aspera (to the 
stars through hardship). 

And GLP A is definitely on the move, with many 
things happening. First of all, there is our upcoming annual 
conference in Cleveland, hosted by Joe DeRocher at the new 
Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History. Mark your calendars for October 22-25. Invited 
speakers include Dr. Paul Hodge, author of "Higher than 
Everest," Dr. Lawrence Krauss, author of "Beyond Star Trek," 
Dr. Guy Consolmagno, S.1., co-author of "Turn Left at Orion." 
And let's not forget that Dr. James Kaler will be back to do his 
annual "Astronomy Update." Registration packets should be in 
the mail by June. Our Cleveland meeting should prove to be 
one of the most interesting and informative conferences in 
recent years. 

And, speaking of conferences ... In my President's 
Message in the winter solstice newsletter, I mentioned a 
number of new technologies demonstrated by vendors in the 
small dome. But I forgot to mention other technologies as well. 
In particular, we are grateful to Jeff Bowen and Bowen 
Productions for keeping us up to date with new audio and 
video technologies. Over the years, Joe Hopkins of Joe 
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Hopkins Engineering has really kept us up to date with his 
engineering marvels. And Astro-Tec Manufacturing has kept 
us up to date with new dome technologies as well. 

We also sincerely thank Astro-Tec, Bowen 
Productions, Evans & Sutherland, GOTO Optical, Joe 
Hopkins E?gineering, MegaSystems and Minolta and Spitz, 
Inc. for theIr support as Conference Sponsors during the 2002-
2003 fiscal year. Additional thanks go to our Patron Sponsors 
Ash Enterprises, East Coast Control Systems, Seiler 
Instruments, and Audio-Visual Imagineering, as well as our 
Sustaining Sponsor Sky-Skan. We are truly fortunate to have 
this outstanding vendor support - support which has enabled 
GLP A to provide many benefits for our membership. 

(continued on page 11) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy Vernal Equinox! It's so great to have our 
colder-than-normal winter finally coming to an end! 

The heartbreaking loss of Columbia on February 1 st 
forced many of us in the planetarium community to provide 
answers (as best we could) to local media and patrons, who 
trie~ in vain to understand how such a tragedy could happen 
agam. To document how we planetarians served the needs of 
our students, patrons and local communities in the days 
immediately following the Columbia disaster, I invite everyone 
to submit a short article on this subject. I will collect the 
stories that I receive and publish them in the next issue of the 
GLPA Newsletter. Please e-mail them directly to me at 
b benj ami@triton.edu. 

In case you're wondering where the Proceedings of 
the 2002 GLP A Conference and TIPS booklet are, I have been 
informed by Dale Smith that they will be going to press in late
March and will be mailed out as soon as possible thereafter. 

Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2003. Please submit your 
facility reports to your State Chairs by mid-April. Thank you, 
and have a wonderful spring! Here's wishing you clear skies 
for the May lunar eclipse! 





STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 

Spring State Meeting Dates 

Illinois: Illinois' spring meeting will be held in Peoria at 
the Lakeview Museum Planetarium on May 30-31. 

Indiana: Indiana's spring meeting will be held in 
Indianapolis at Bowen Productions (a.m.) and Lawrence 
North High School (p.m.) on April 12. 

Michigan: Michigan's spring meeting will be held in 
Jackson at the Peter F. Hurst Planetarium on May 3. 

Ohio: Ohio's spring meeting will be held in Columbus at 
COSI on April 12. 

WisconsinlMinnesota: Wisconsin and Minnesota's 
spring meeting will be held in La Crosse on May 2-3. 

Wayne James reports that very few 
schools booked his Starlab during the 
fall semester last year. All schools in 
his area are cutting teachers and 
programs as they deal with lower tax 
income and increasing costs. As a 
result of these developments, Wayne 
has returned to the classroom and 
taught two sections of Astronomy 101 
at Parkland College while "hosting 
enough Star lab sessions to remember 
how to do it." When the skies are 
clear of both the moon and clouds, he 

continues to offer his telescope lab to Parkland students under 
the "real" sky. A member of his local astronomy club recently 
announced plans to build a 30-inch Dobsonian telescope and 
asked if he could "store" it at Wayne's farm, where the skies 
are darker than his own house in town. Wayne remarked, 
"Now .... what would you do?! I told him I could find space 
among my other six telescopes and if not, I would build a 
place for it!" 

Lakeview Museum of Arts and Sciences in Peoria 
is currently featuring the traveling exhibit "Mostly Music" (an 
interactive adventure in sound and music from the Pacific 
Science Center) through May 5th. In conjunction with the 
exhibit, the planetarium is presenting six different shows on 
Saturday and Sunday, most with a musical theme. These shows 
include: Where in the Universe is Carmen Sandiego II, Follow 
the Drinking Gourd, The Sky Over Mr. Rogers Neighborhood, 
In My Backyard (from Calgary), The Sensational Sound Show 
(a domed theater show on the science of sound, also from 



Calgary), and AstroCappella: A Musical Exploration of the 
Universe (a show based on the CD of astronomy songs by the 
a cappella group The Chromatics). On May 16th, the museum 
opens "When Meteorites Meet Dinosaurs," featuring the 
meteorite collection of local collector Brian Poelker and an 
Edmontosaurus skull (cast) from the Smithsonian, along with 
activity stations and lunar samples from NASA. In conjunction 
with this exhibit, the planetarium will be showing Dinosaur 
Tales. On April 5th, the Interplanetary 5K race/walk will be 
held in Detweiller Park. Runners will navigate through 
portions of Peoria's Community Solar System model. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College in River Grove recently welcomed Rob Landis to 
speak at its members' annual "Big Event." Mr. Landis' 
presentation previewed two exciting missions of planetary 
exploration that he is directly involved with at NASA's Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory - the Cassini-Huygens mission to 
explore Saturn and Titan, and the Mars Exploration Rovers 
(MER) mission, which will send twin rovers to the surface of 
Mars. During the last few months, the Cernan Center 
production staff has made good progress in reprogramming its 
collection of earth and sky shows to its new Hercules 
automation system from East Coast Controls. Nine of the 
Cernan Center's most popular shows have been brought back 
into operation, with new images and sequences added to each 
show. This large-scale reprogramming project was forced 
upon the planetarium when lightning destroyed the Cernan 
Center's old automation system in May oflast year. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will be showing Night Lights, Spring 
Prairie Skies, Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky and a light show 
featuring the music of The Who this spring. In April, they will 
begin a new original light show called America Rocks! with a 
patriotic theme. For three evenings in May, the staff will 
conduct three boy scout astronomy merit badge seminars. The 
Staerkel staff will also continue their special "Dusk to Dawn" 
storytelling program, which is a collaboration between the 
planetarium, the newly-opened Spurlock Museum and Allerton 
Park. The planetarium staff wishes a healthy and happy 
retirement to Sandra Boileau, Vice-President for Continuing 
Education and their supervisor for over a decade! On another 
personal note, Waylena McCully and Jeff Bryant (Jeff 
presented at the last GLPA conference) are officially engaged 
to be married later this year. Congratulations! 

Strong attendance continues at the Strickler 
Planetarium and Observatory in Bourbonnais. Their annual 
Halloween and Christmas shows were very well attended. This 
was the eighteenth year that they presented Story of the Star. 
Currently, the Strickler offers five shows throughout the year: 
The Explorers, The Explorers of Mauna Kea, Rusty Rocket, 
Amazing Stargazing, and Introduction to the Planetarium. 
Most of the bugs have been worked out of their renovations to 
the observatory telescope, a 12-inch Criterion reflector. First 
pictures will be forthcoming on the Olivet Nazarene University 
web site. On a personal note, Brock Schroeder and his wife 
became first time parents on January 16th to a baby boy, Reed 
Cameron Schroeder. All are doing well. Congratulations! 
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The Spring Indiana State Meeting will 
be held on Saturday April 12 in 
Indianapolis. Co-hosted by Bowen 
Productions and Lawrence North High 
School, the meeting will start at 
Bowen's new headquarters and remain 
there through lunch, and will then re
convene at Lawrence North for the 
afternoon session. For more 
information, please contact either 
Bowen Productions or Indiana State 
Chair Alan Pareis. 

perhaps some vendor talks. 

Greetings from the 
wintery tundra of 
Michigan! Our regional 
meeting will be held on 
May 3rd at the Peter F. 
Hurst Planetarium in 
Jackson. Mark Reed has 
scheduled, among other 
things, a discussion 
about MEAP (Michigan 
Educational Assessment 
Program), a new Transit 
of Venus program, and 

The Hurst Planetarium in Jackson will present 
Hansen's Endless Horizon to the public during selected dates 
in March and April. In addition, Saving the Night will be 
featured during the "Sugar & Shearing Festival" held on 
March 30th. 

The Argus Planetarium in Ann Arbor would like to 
announce the purchase of a Digistar 3 SP. This new projector is 
scheduled to be installed as this newsletter goes to press. The 
purchase was made possible by the voters of Ann Arbor, who 
generously passed a renovation bond that included the existing 
planetarium. Other renovations include a 24-foot dome from 
Ash Enterprises, cove and automation by East Coast Controls, 
and a complete renovation of the theater including seats and 
carpeting. This will be the very first installation of a Digistar 
3SP in a public theater. The renovation will replace the 
existing Spitz Al star projector, which suffered total failure 
this past year. That projector had been in continuous use since 
1956, when it was the first school planetarium in the world. 
The renovated planetarium is expected to re-open in early 
April of2003. 

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids has 
created an in-house production The Dead Sea Comes Alive to 
accompany North America's only exhibit (at least this year) of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, which runs from February 16 through 
June 1, 2003. The planetarium's multi-media presentation 
(they are being careful not to call it a planetarium show) 
covers some of the history and geology of the Dead Sea region 
and reasons why the Dead Sea Scrolls survived for 2,000 



Yon can run The StarGazer in your own dome! 

Come along on a journey to the stars with University of Illinois astronomer Jim Kaler in a brand 
new planetarium production written and produced by the Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
in conjunction with the Minneapolis Planetarium. Nichelle Nichols (Chief Communications 
Officer Uhura from the original Star Trek) and Dr. Kaler narrate this three-part personal look 
at astronomy. The show begins with a child's curiosity, moves on to the science of gravity, light, 
the spectrum, and how they help us decipher the lifestyles of the stars, then ends with reflections 
on the deeper meanings of astronomy in our own lives. 

The StarGazer show kit comes with: 

>- 159 plastic-mounted slides in sleeves; 
>- 35 minute CD with soundtrack; 
>- VHS video tape with multiple video sequences; 
>- Annotated script, slide list, and list of video sequences. 

The cost of this non-profit show, supported in part by a NASA/Space Telescope Science Institute 
IDEAS grant, is only $150. To order your kit, send a signed purchase order or check (made out to 
"Great Lakes Planetarium Association") to: 

Dave Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign, IL 61821-1806 

For more information, call (217) 351-2567 or e-mail Dave Leake at dleake@parkland.edu. The 
StarGazer is a non-profit production supported in part by a NASA/Space Telescope Science Institute 
ID EAS grant. 



years. This is the largest undertaking the Museum has ever 
attempted. Even so, because one-third to one-half of its 
operating budget comes from the City of Grand Rapids, and 
since the city (and state) are having financial difficulties, the 
Museum is facing severe cutbacks beginning next fiscal year 
(July of 2003). Attendance at the planetarium this year has 
been averaging over 50% of Museum visitors (up from an 
average of 40%) and their evening laser light shows (currently 
Pink Floyd and Metallica) are generating significant revenues 
for the Museum. They'll have to wait and see what June 
brings. 

The Shiras Planetarium, now directed by Chris 
Standerford, has been showing the first two of the Explorer 
series during January and February, and will enter the spring 
with an aurora show and Honey, 1 Shrunk the Universe. They 
are currently automating Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky and The 
StarGazer and are reworking Life Beyond Earth. These shows 
are scheduled to premiere in June. The Shiras Planetarium is 
also pursuing technology upgrades by installing their first 
DVD player, adding more video projectors, producing 
PowerPoint presentations, creating a new website (located at 
www.mapsnet.org/buHdings/planetarium/index.htm) and 
continuing to seek funds for a complete renovation of their 
digital equipment. The appearance of the Shiras Planetarium 
has changed as well, with re-painting completed, a new giant 
space mural surrounding their entrance begun, and new 
exhibits featuring humans in space, the Moon and telescopes 
now on display in the lobby. 

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City and the 
Midland Center for the Arts have partnered to offer special 
programming that runs through May 4th. The Planetarium is 
showing Journey to the Edge of Space and Time which was 
produced by the Charles Hayden Planetarium in Boston and 
the NASA-Smithsonian Education Forum. The companion 
exhibit "Cosmic Questions: Our Place in Space and Time" will 
be offered at the Midland Center for the Arts. This is the first 
venue for this major exhibit outside the Boston Museum of 
Science. In addition, John Stoke from the Hubble Space 
Telescope Science Institute has assembled an exhibit of 30 
I-Iubble images, some not generally seen by the public, in a 
new exhibit called "Heavens Above: Photographs of the 
Universe from the Hubble Space Telescope". This is also the 
first venue for this exhibit which will begin a national tour 
after leaving Midland. The two facilities are doing cooperative 
advertising and promotion in addition to providing schools 
with joint field trip experiences. The Delta College 
Planetarium is also partnering with the Bay County Historical 
Museum. That Museum opened "Circle of Life: Medicine 
Wheel and Ojibway Heritage" in December and the exhibit 
will run through February of 2004. The Planetarium will open 
a related show this fall and will also do joint promotion and 
field trips with the Historical Museum. 

The Longway Planetarium in Flint is currently 
showing Great Space Treasure Hunt and the family science 
laser show A Brief Mystery Of Time. The exhibit "Space 
Adventures" fills the lobby area. The rock laser shows 
continue with Laser Creed, Laser Ozzfest and Pink Floyd: 
Echoes. The Family Science series continues with "Mystery 
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Bottles" on April 12 and "Sorting Seeds" on May 10. "New 
Telescope Owners" workshops will be on April 29th and May 
3rd. Beginning June 14th they'll be showing GLPA's 
Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky and How to Build a Planet from 
Bozeman. The family laser show will be Colors of the World. 
The lobby exhibit will be "Crime Lab Detective." 

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will be 
running an updated version of Hansen Planetarium's The 
Secret of the Cardboard Rocket as its family show. Their 
variation of the show will include the newest version of the 
soundtrack along with improved visuals and Digistar graphics. 
Tentative plans call for a show about Mars to be used as the 
feature show. This show will go along with a live talk about 
the upcoming bright Mars appearance in the night sky for the 
late summer and early fall. 

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills will be debuting their in-house produced 
astronomy program The Sky Tonight: Mars and Worlds 
Beyond on May 23rd. This show will feature a live tour of the 
night sky, featuring the use of take-home star charts, a brief 
discussion of Mars and its close proximity to earth and a taped 
segment detailing the techniques of extra-solar planet detection 
as well as current discoveries. The staff at Cranbrook are also 
teaching a Master's level astronomy course at a local 
university and preparing and planning for Astronomy Day on 
May 10th and a Lunar Eclipse event on May 15th. 

On February 8th, The Digital Dome Planetarium at 
The New Detroit Science Center premiered a new show Night 
of The Titanic - The Science of the Sinking to coincide with 
"Titanic - The Artifact Exhibit" that will be the feature 
attraction at the Science Center through September 7th. The 
planetarium show is based on the all-dome show from the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. Work is now starting on 
a new in-house production about weather, with a planned 
opening in September of 2003. In other news, Director of 
Theater Todd Slisher participated in a Star Gaze at St Claire, 
while Planetarium Education Coordinator John Schroer 
brought their Starlab portable planetarium to Farmington Hills 
for a star party at Forest Elementary. 

The Southfield Vollbrecht Planetarium begins its 
sixth year of "Season of Spring Skies" with planetarium 
director Mike Best. Each of the eight 90-minute Thursday 
night presentations features a lecture, slides, video and a star 
show. Topics include the Reason for the Seasons, the UFO 
Phenomenon, Living in Space, Asteroids, Reading Sky Charts, 
Photographic Tour of the Universe, All Those New Planets, 
Searching for ET, Hubble Views, Comets, The Milky Way, 
Galaxies and the Summer Sky. 

MAILING LIST NOTICE 

Occasionally, GLPA releases its membership list to 
interested companies and organizations. If you do 
not wish to have your name and address released, 
please notify GLPA's Secretary/Treasurer Bob 
Bonadurer. 



ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 





Let's start in extreme eastern Ohio 
this time, where Sue Batson is 
busy with school and public 
programs serving a wide spectrum 
of ages at North Hills High 
School near Pittsburgh 
(Pennsylvania). She's been 
showing Clouds of Fire from the 
Adler Planetarium to NHHS 
chemistry classes as a way to 

enhance their progress toward new state standards. Then the 
NHHS class of 2015 is getting an early start on astronomy, as 
those sharp little kindergarten minds first hear that "universe" 
is the word for U in their alphabet studies and then learn about 
the universe with a visit to the Planetarium. NHHS alums from 
the 1990s, 1980s, and earlier also can learn about the universe 
at evening shows for the public where the March offering is 
Clouds of Fire and the April offering is Latin Mythology of the 
Sky, a show produced by North Hills' own high school Latin 
classes. 

Spectra of a different sort are shining at 
Youngstown's Ward Beecher Planetarium where the classic 
Hansen show Adventures Along the Spectrum is seeing the 
light of day again and the zany Professor Photon joins Rick 
Pirko, Sharon Shanks and Warren Young in elucidating the 
wonders of the electromagnetic spectrum. Joining Professor P. 
on the public agenda is YSU's own production Astronomy A-Z 
which packs a whole universe of astronomy into one program. 
Another Ward Beecher production finds time on the winter's 
schedule - Centuries, which looks at forces that have shaped 
Ohio in the past and will shape it in the future. 

In nearby Warren, Carolyn Schaffer and colleagues 
use the planetarium at the Warren Western Reserve Middle 
School for school programs as time permits. 

Moving west, Dr. Earle Luck of Case Western 
Reserve University was a recent speaker in a class of Gene 
Zajac at Shaker Heights. Gene also relates a sad moment 
from a school program just after the loss of Space Shuttle 
Columbia: "One fourth grader heard me as I answered 
questions about the accident and how the shuttle was probably 
destroyed. She still asked, 'But where did they land? They did 
land, right?' It was hard for her to hear the truth." So too for us 
all, young or old. 

The Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums 
(CRAP) continued its monthly meetings this winter with a 
January conclave at Bob Sledz's astronomy distance learning 
facility at Garfield Heights and a February gathering in Jim 
Comienski's planetarium at Lakewood. 

Show production is going full force at the University 
of Toledo's Ritter Planetarium, where three new programs 
are slated to open within thirty days of each other. First up is 
Lori Schmetzer's Women in Astronomy, which will run every 
Friday in March. Next, Dawn Mulliss (Ritter Alum) and Alex 
Mak have teamed up for Street Smart Astronomy, which will 
run on Friday nights in April. Finally, Jeff Potter is working on 
Our Planet, a children's show for Saturdays in April. 
Concurrently, Lori is teaching Astronomy in the Planetarium, 
Jeff is presenting most of the school shows and Alex is 
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preparing a week-long teacher workshop this summer. The 
workshop is part ofa NASA EP/O grant awarded to Dr. Nancy 
Morrison, Director of the Ritter Observatory, and Alex. 
Moreover, Ritter's aging Lumaline lights recently went the 
way of extinction as Ash Enterprises installed an ECCS 
Pleiades cove lighting system in January. 

Down the road from Toledo, the new program at 
Bowling Green is the in-house production Star-Spangled 
Banners, a show about astronomical flags around the world 
that features a parade of these flags and a tour of the places 
that fly them. Among the show's flags are those of Alaska (Big 
Dipper), Australia and its neighbors (Southern Cross), Brazil 
(the skies above Rio at the hour the emperor was overthrown), 
Greenland and communities of the Canadian arctic (setting 
sun), Ecuador (Inca sun and the zodiac), and a host of flags 
with the Sun or a crescent Moon. 

The Spring Minnesota/Wisconsin State Meeting will be held 
on Friday and Saturday, May 2-3 at the University of 
Wisconsin in La Crosse. For more information, please contact 
either Bob Allen or Minnesota/Wisconsin State Chair Bob 
Bonadurer. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (cont. from page 3) 

And speaking of benefits, please check out the 
Member Benefits pullout on pages 15 and 16 of this issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter. Special thanks are due to our 
Instructional Materials chair Geoff Holt for compiling this 
"pull-out-and-save" resource page. New members will 
especially find this information helpful. And don't forget to 
regularly visit our GLP A website at www.glpaweb.org. 

Another very special resource, The Stargazer show 
package, is now available for only $150 through David Leake. 
Please note that due to difficulties with compatibility in DVD 
playback systems, we have decided to produce The Stargazer 
in a VHS video/CD audio format instead of the DVD format. 
You can find ordering information for The Stargazer in the ad 
on page 7. 

Finally, a "heads-up" notice that the nomination form 
for the new GLP A Galileo A ward will appear in our next issue 
of the GLPA Newsletter. The Galileo Award is GLPA's 
highest award, to be given to one of our members who has 
done exemplary work within GLP A and who has carried this 
work beyond our borders to become leaders in the national 
and/or international planetarium community as well. 

That's all for now. Clear skies to all, inside and 
outside of your dome! 





The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2002-2003: 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Canal Fulton, Ohio 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

Bowen Productions 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Evans and Sutherland 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

GOTO Optical Manufacturing 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

MegaSystems and Minolta 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
Representative: Phil Groce 

Spitz 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Alan Wells 

PATRON SPONSORS 

Ash Enterprises 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: John Hare 

East Coast Control Systems 
Bigler, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Seiler Instruments 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Orlando, Florida 
Representative: Joanne Young 

SUSTAINING SPONSORS 

Sky-Skan 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Representative: Steve Savage 
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Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of planetariums 
regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are 
$20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should 
be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the 
GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those ofG.L.P.A., its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. 
Send information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2003. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir men's 
blood ... Make big plans, aim high in hope and work. 

- Daniel H. Burnham 

GLP A is making big plans. Exciting new events are 
in the planning stage, and we are aiming high - literally for 
the stars! 

First of all, there is our annual conference on 
October 22-25 in Cleveland. Our host, Joe DeRocher of the 
Shafran Planetarium, has planned an exciting conference for 
us. Our speakers include Brother Guy Consolmagno (author 
of Turn Left at Orion), Paul Hodge and Laurence Krauss, as 
well as James Kaler's astronomy update and the Armand 
Spitz lecture. Now is the time to consider presenting a poster 
or a paper. We will have portable planetarium sessions, 
workshops and even an opportunity to visit. the newly
renovated Shaker Heights Planetarium through the efforts of 
host Gene Zajac and Bowen Productions. Plan now to attend 
our annual "stellar" conference. 

By now, you should have heard about another stellar 
opportunity - the first-ever cosmology short course for 
planetarians on September 26-28. Host Randy Landsberg of 
the University of Chicago Center for Cosmological Physics 
(CfCP) is providing an unprecedented opportunity for 
planetarians to become updated on recent discoveries in 
cosmology, and to use this newly-acquired information for 
presentations to our planetarium audiences. The weekend 
short course will include lectures by world-renowned 
cosmologists, tours of the cosmology laboratories, and 
feedback sessions as well. Transportation (up to $250), as 
well as lodging and meals are provided for this National 
Science Foundation funded program. There will also be a 
follow-up session at our fall conference. You can find an 
online application form for the cosmology short course on our 
GLPA website at www.glpaweb.orgl . 

Big plans are in the making with NASA as well. 
Jeanne Bishop did a survey at last year's conference in which 
we were able to provide our ideas about cooperation with 
NASA. Our feedback to NASA is highly esteemed and we are 
looking forward to special opportunities to work more closely 
with them. Already a number of the executive committee 
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members have participated in a teleconference training 
session about the SIR TF infrared satellite offered by 
NASAlJPL. Possible upcoming events for planetarians 
include teleconferences related to the CassiniiSaturn 
encounter next year. 

We need to be aware that both the CfCP cosmology 
short course and the NASA cooperation were initiated only 
through GLPA. We are considered a "grass-roots" 
organization - we have a reputation for initiating new ideas, 
and for following through to get things done. Because we are 
a grass-roots organization, please consider nominating one of 
our members for the Galileo Award. This is a new award, it is 
GLPA's highest honor, and it is intended to honor a person 
from GLP A who has gone on to provide leadership in the 
national or international planetarium community as well. The 
nomination form for the Galileo Award can be found on 
pages 13 and 14 of this newsletter. 

(continued on page 15) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy Summer Solstice - the summer that will 
see Mars approach closer to Earth than it ever has in 
recorded history! No doubt your planetarium, like mine, 
is planning a series of telescope observing sessions to 
provide our patrons with the opportunity to witness this 
history-making celestial event. 

There are several special features to this issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter - candidate information for the 
upcoming election of officers, minutes from the spring 
Executive Committee Meeting, the announcement of a 
new and prestigious award entitled the GLP A Galileo 
Award, and news about yet another GLP A Brennan 
Award winner - Gene Zajac. Congratulations, Gene! 

Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue 
of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2003. Please 
submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late
July. Thank you, and have a wonderful summer! 
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Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
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Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
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NEWS 

This summer, the Lakeview 
Museum of Arts & Sciences 
Planetarium will feature six different 
shows weekdays (The Sky over Mr. 
Rogers Neighborhood, In My 
Backyard, Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego I & II, 
AstroCappella, and Dinosaur Tales), 
as well as Adventures Along the 
Spectrum and Dinosaur Tales on 
weekends. The Interplanetary Bicycle 
Ride will be held for the 9th year on 
August 9th and 10th. Riders 

completing the two-day event will have traveled 15 billion 
miles through Peoria's Community Solar System. The 
featured exhibit in the museum this summer is "When 
Meteorites Meet Dinosaurs." The exhibit will explore impact 
theories of the dinosaur extinction, and feature the meteorite 
collection of local collector Brian Poelker. Lakeview 
Museum's own staff developed the exhibit. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will go to a reduced schedule for the 
months of June and July. Saturday programming will be 
suspended and their Saturday children's feature will be added 
as a 6 p.m. show on Fridays. They will also revive their 
summer Thursday matinees. In addition to Summer Prairie 
Skies, they'll be showing GLPA's Zubenelgenubi's Magical 
Sky, The X-Tra Terrestrial Files from Minneapolis, Calgary's 
In My Backyard, and a new patriotic light show entitled 
America Rocks! AN curator Dave Leake reports he has sold 
50 Stargazer kits so far, with more orders on the way. The 
planetarium staff congratulates Dave Linton for his spring 
retirement from Parkland College after many years of service 
in the classroom and in the planetarium. They also 
congratulate production designer Waylena McCully on her 
upcoming marriage to Jeff Bryant in August. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College will be running Venus and Mars and Nature's Fury 
as its earth and sky shows, Our Place in Space as its 
children's show and five different laser light shows this 
summer. With assistance from the Chicago Astronomical 
Society, the Ceman Center will offer a full week of Mars 
observing during its closest approach in late-August. 

Strickler Planetarium and its director, Brock 
Schroeder, were kept busy with calls and interviews regarding 
the Park Forest, Illinois meteor. Also, a local resident came 
forward with a VHS tape from her surveillance camera that 
caught the video and audio of the event. The sky flashed 
brilliantly in the camera (no trail recorded, as it was cloudy) 



followed nearly two minutes later by the sound of the meteor 
exploding as well as the sound of it entering earth's 
atmosphere. At the following meeting of the local astronomy 
club, the Kankakee Area Stargazers, many from the 
community came out to the planetarium to hear a local 
meteor expert from Kankakee speak on the event, followed by 
Brock's presentation of the video and audio files. If you are 
interested in using the video and audio files, please contact 
Brock at (815) 939-5361 or at bschroed@olivet.edu so that 
he can burn them to CD for you. Needless to say, Brock has 
been busy with many people calling in with claims of 
meteorites. It's no surprise that most aren't credible. 

The Spring State Meeting 
was held in Indianapolis on April 12. 
From morning through lunch the 
group met at Bowen Productions' 
headquarters. Great accolades go to 
Jeff Bowen and his staff for hosting 
and providing some hands-on 
experiences with all the latest and 
greatest "techno-stuff' for the 
planetarium. It was also a great 
atmosphere for paper sessions that 
required video projection technology. 

Following lunch, the group motored to nearby Lawrence 
North High School, where planetarium director David Dick 
and his volunteers hosted. The group had a great time, saw 
some planetarium shows, and utilized the planetarium for 
presented papers. Dr. Ron Kaitchuck presented an interesting 
paper on Indiana state education standards for the 
planetarium. Those of you wrestling with the "standards 
issue" might want to contact him through the Ball State 
Planetarium web site. David was also kind enough to have a 
bargain table of stuff and gadgets that he no longer needed 
and was willing to part with at great prices. 

The Merrillville Community Planetarium received 
some new equipment at the start of the 2002-2003 school 
year. The equipment allows the planetarium to play back 
audio and video from hard drives. As a result, the 
planetarium staff has been converting more than 40 
planetarium shows from open reel tapes to audio hard drive. 
At the same time, the staff has been capturing video from 
VHS tapes and laser disc and placing it on a hard drive for 
video playback. The plan is to have all audio and video 
moved to hard drive storage by the start of the next school 
year. 

Kennedy Planetarium of the South Bend 
Community Schools Corporation is providing planetarium 
experiences that address state standards for all 4th, 5th and 
6th grade students in the South Bend schools. Fourth graders 
participate in a live show where they model the day-night 
process, lunar phasing, and changing shadows. Fifth graders 
view Journey to The Stars, while 6th graders come for a live 
show, model the seasons and lunar phasing and view Planet 
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Patrol, an automated show. All groups end their planetarium 
visits with a dome show of the night sky set for the day of 
their visit. Future plans include integration of planetarium 
activities with the curriculum in all subject areas in a new 
elementary academy beginning in South Bend next year. 
Everyone involved is excited about the possibilities. 

Allen Memorial Planetarium in Terra Haute 
reports that school programs are provided for all 4th and 6th 
grade classes in the Vigo County School Corporation. The 
planetarium also does other programs for many school 
corporations from the surrounding counties. Three laser 
programs are given for the public each year - in the spring, 
Halloween, and December. 

E.C. Schouweiler Planetarium of the University of 
St. Francis in Ft. Wayne will be presenting Explorers of The 
ISS to the Fort Wayne community on weekends during the 
annual Fort Wayne Three Rivers Festival in July. Family 
matinees are also planed for families with younger children. 

The Wayne High School Planetarium reports a 
record number of visits from elementary schools both within 
and outside the school system. Rotation, revolution, day-night 
and seasonal change cycles, constellations, and moon phases 
are some of the subjects covered in these visits. Amera Platt 
reviewed publication concerned about "Moon Gardens" in the 
winter issue of the IPS Planetarian. Those with moon garden 
questions should feel free to contact Amera, who has her own. 

The Northrop High School Planetarium reports 
construction is under way of a radio telescope. The 18-foot 
dish is expected to be mounted on the school roof in June. 
The telescope will be accessible by a computer in the 
planetarium, allowing real-time observing during classes. 

Ron Kaitchuck of the Ball State Planetarium, is 
once again offering two planetarium operations workshops 
this summer. See page 12 of this newsletter for details. 

The Muncie Community Schools Planetarium's 
Astronomy Day events included the mayor of Muncie 
unveiling the new Astronomy Day Hubble image. Buhl 
Planetarium's program Through the Eyes of Hubble was 
shown, along with children's astronomy craft activities and 
two displays sent by JPL - The Galileo Mission and Deep 
Space Network. The Muncie Astronomy Club also provided 
safe solar viewing. Lunar Odyssey from the Sudekum 
Planetarium is now being shown. Japanese programming is 
now part of the planetarium's operation. The Indiana State 
Japan Day Competition was held in Muncie on March 1st. As 
part of the day, the Muncie Community Schools Planetarium 
showed the program Through The Eyes of Hubble three times 
in Japanese for all students and teachers in attendance. High 
school students studying Japanese see that show, as well as 
The Explorers from the Bishop Museum in Japanese. 
Through The Eyes of Hubble in Japanese was also shown to 
all of the visiting Japanese teachers who spent a week visiting 
Muncie in March. The Columbia shuttle tile from the Muncie 
Community Schools Planetarium was featured in a display at 
the center court of the Muncie Mall in February. Residents 
from throughout east central Indiana viewed the Shuttle Tile 





Display. Indianapolis' WISH-TV Channel 8 provided 
broadcast coverage of the display. The Columbia tile was 
presented to Peggy Motes at the NASA NEWEST Workshop 
in 1995. 

As we head 
into the hot and balmy 
summer months, 
Michigan planetarians 
will be kept busy with a 
variety of projects that 
include theater 
maintenance, special 
events and a multitude 
of interesting and 
educational programs. 

It's become an 
all-too-familiar theme -

funding cuts, teacher layoffs, policy changes and budget 
administrators who scramble for pennies yet fail to see the 
diamonds in the night sky. Such was the case at Vollbrecht 
Planetarium in Southfield. Just as the storm clouds were 
gathering, an advocate-extraordinaire stepped forward in the 
guise of a local physician who, after a single visit to 
Vollbrecht, rekindled his love of the night sky. He recognized 
their dilemma, met with the city council, presented their case, 
found support, and formed an advisory committee to 
guarantee them a solid future with necessary funding! 

Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills debuted their in-house production The Sky 
Tonight: Mars and Worlds Beyond on May 23rd. The 
program features a star chart tutorial utilizing distributed star 
charts in conjunction with a Digistar-rendered star chart, a 
tour of the current night sky and Worlds Beyond, a 15-minute 
tour of extra-solar planets and the technology used to detect 
them. In addition, Cranbrook astronomers have quite a few 
special viewing opportunities in the works for the coming 
months that center around combining the splendor of a 
planetarium program with actual observing in their 
observatory. 

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids will be 
presenting three features throughout the summer, beginning 
June 2nd. An updated version (with new video) of their in
house weather program Our Restless Planet will be the daily 
feature. A live current sky show, featuring Mars and other 
highlights of the current sky, will be presented at 4 p.m. each 
Saturday. Back this summer is a popular children/family 
program Garfield, Cat for all Seasons produced by the 
Indianapolis Children's Museum and enhanced with Chaffee 
special effects. Dramatic staff changes are occurring at 
Chaffee as a result of budget constraints. Dave DeBruyn, who 
has directed the planetarium for almost 40 years, will begin 
drawing his retirement pension on July 1st, but will continue 
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to lead the planetarium on a contractual basis for the next two 
years, during which a nationwide search will be instituted for 
his replacement. Associate Curators Gary Tomlinson and 
Mark Perkins, who have almost 27 years in as Dave's 
assistants, will be taking advantage of an early retirement 
offer and therefore will be completing their long careers at the 
Chaffee Planetarium on June 30th. There are few precedents 
in the planetarium field of three professionals working 
together as a team for more than a quarter century. Dave 
reports that he has been very fortunate to have been so ably 
assisted by Gary and Mark for so long, and that he has 
thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated both their camaraderie 
and dedication to providing creative and effective 
programming. He is pleased that he has several very 
competent part-time staff members who will step in and help 
keep things going until there are enough resources available 
to hire new professional staff, hopefully within the next 
couple of years. 

Over the summer months, the Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum will be running two internally produced shows, 
Terri & Her Telescope, the story of a young girl who gets a 
telescope for her birthday and struggles to learn how to use it 
to find the planets, and Treasures of the Milky Way, where 
the pirate Beardless Red shows the lubbers how to navigate 
the night sky with charts and binoculars to sweep up stellar 
treasures like star clusters and nebulae. Starting in the fall, 
the planetarium will run Mystery of the Missing Moon, a 
story about moon phases and a lunar eclipse (just in time for 
the November 8th event), and Loch Ness Productions'-show 
MarsQuest. 

The Digital Dome Planetarium at the New Detroit 
Science Center is finishing the storyboarding and script work 
for their new weather show. The working title is Blown Away, 
the Wild World of Weather. Working with their local NBC 
affiliate's weather staff, this show will include the sun-earth 
connection as well as space- and earth-based weather. The 
staff of the Digital Dome· Planetarium is also working on 
bringing McDonnell Planetarium's The Little Star That 
Could to their theater during the summer. 

In Marquette, the Shiras Planetarium is currently 
showing Endless Horizon. In July and August, The StarGazer 
and an in-house production of The Red Planet Up-Close will 
make their debut. They are also developing a partnership with 
the area Children's Museum and will bring in several private 
groups for special programs throughout the summer. 

Longway Planetarium in Flint is filled with action. 
Beginning June 7th, the family show will be GLPA's 
Zubenelgenubi 's Magical Sky. The feature show will be How 
to Build a Planet from Jim Manning and the Taylor 
Planetarium. The family laser show will be Colors of the 
World. Their lobby will be filled with the "Crime Lab 
Detective" exhibit. The Family Science activities will be 
"Crime Scene" in June and "Bubble Science" in July. 

Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will be 
running The Mars Show. After each show, the presenter will 
describe and explain the significance of the upcoming Mars 



opposition. The show will start in the early summer and run 
through the fall. They will also be presenting an updated 
version of Hansen (Clark) Planetarium's The Secret of the 
Cardboard Rocket as their family show. This version includes 
the most recent update of the soundtrack, along with new 
slide images and Digistar graphics. 

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City will be 
opening WSKY: Radio Station of the Stars for their summer 
family show. The very popular Journey to the Edge of Space 
and Time will also continue at selected times throughout the 
summer as the accompanying exhibit "Cosmic Questions" at 
the Midland Center for the Arts has been extended until fall. 
In collaboration with the Bay County Historical Museum, Bay 
Sail (owners of two large schooners), and Studio 23 (a local 
art museum), the planetarium will present a summer camp 
called "Explore and Experience: a Summer Adventure" from 
June 23 - 26. They will also host their annual 4th of July 
fundraiser where they provide parking, a catered dinner, a 
planetarium show and the best view in town (from their 
observation deck) of one of Michigan's biggest fireworks 
display. This year they will do two days. July 4th will be their 
"family day," while July 5th (the fireworks finale day) will be 
the regular event. 

A gaggle of greater 
Ohio planetarians gathered in 
Columbus at COSI's Dimon R. 
McFerson Planetarium for the 
state spring meeting. Host Mike 
Stanley and his team treated the 
group to three planetarium 
shows - their creative versions 
of The Sky Above Mister 
Rogers' Neighborhood, Where 
in the Universe is Carmen 

Sandiego, and Spring Skies, as well as a fascinating behind
the-scenes tour. Among papers, Cheri Adams described 
Dayton's The Wright Way to Fly planetarium show (see more 
detail below), David Hurd (Edinboro P A planetarium) 
described his original young folks show The World at Night 
about nocturnal animals, and John Schroer (Detroit Science 
Center) described his newly developed educator's guides with 
pre- and post -visit activities related to planetarium shows. 
Also, Gene Zajac explained the adventures and misadventures 
of making a speCUlum mirror for his Herschel telescope, Mike 
Grznar overviewed what's new at Bowen Productions, and 
Dale Smith showed images of astronomers, other scientists, 
and scientific equipment portrayed on money throughout the 
world. Lunch and networking rounded out a fine day. 

In the Cleveland area, C.R.A.P. continued its 
monthly meetings, gathering at Shaker Heights in March and 
at Westlake in May. 

At Westlake, Jeanne Bishop has been busy with 
early elementary programs and getting ready for the Parkside 
Intermediate School's "Medieval Days," in which students 
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dress in appropriate costumes and do many activities with this 
theme. Jeanne writes that she "will give programs as Merlena 
the Wizardess, sister of Merlin (in costume of course, 
complete with stuffed owl). Standing at the planetarium 
entrance, I will invite students into my (decorated) 'cave' and 
discuss sky ideas of both peasants and intellectuals in this 
period. It is fun to tell the myth of how Arthur was said to be 
inspired by the whirling of the Big Dipper to create his Round 
Table. I also have designed an activity for students to make, 
decorate, and use a sun dial in another room." Jeanne also 
offered a program and activities connected with the May 15 
lunar eclipse. Jeanne's article "Pre-College Astronomy 
Education in the United States in the Twentieth Century" is 
featured in the newly-released book Information Handling in 
Astronomy-Historical Vistas, edited by Andre Heck in 
Kluwer Academic Publishers' Astrophysics and Space 
Science Library. This article builds on earlier ones she has 
written and includes impressions from several veteran GLP A 
members. 

Planetariums may not yet be 100 years old, but the 
Erie County Historical Society, which operates the Erie 
Planetarium, recently celebrated its centennial, and 
Planetarium Director Jim Gavio secured a visit by astronaut 
Mike Fincke as part of the festivities. Lt. Col. Fincke gave a 
pair of presentations, first for Erie school children and later a 
dinner talk for museum members, families, friends, and the 
general public. Airborne, he flies more than 30 types of 
aircraft and later will be on a Shuttle mission to the Space 
Station. 

Visitors to the Coshocton Planetarium will sit in 
newfound comfort and hear with newfound clarity. Director 
Dan Zielinski secured a grant from the Coshocton Foundation 
for new seating and speakers. Out with the old concentric 
benches and in with new south-facing upholstered seats and a 
number of new speakers. Dan is completing his first year in 
Coshocton and will be using the summer to prepare for the 
weekly public shows he hopes to inaugurate soon. The 
planetarium is part of the Coshocton Schools in which Dan 
splits his time between the dome and the classroom. 

At Shaker Heights, Joe Marencik is planning to do 
the space camp this summer with Bill Scanlon, while Gene 
Zajac works on other projects. In May, Gene went to 
Whitehall to do an astronomy day at the Beechwood 
Elementary, which was really a rocket day. All 57 rockets left 
the pad and some even had successful flights. Back at 
Shaker's planetarium, the astronomy club presented their first 
student-designed program. None of those 57 rockets may 
have made it to Mars, but that's where the planetarium 
program went as it toured the Red Planet for viewers. 

Mars has also been in the air at the University of 
Toledo's Ritter Planetarium, which ran special observing 
sessions for the lunar eclipse in May and is gearing up for the 
Mars opposition in August. In July, the Ritter folks will be 
hosting three day-long camps for the Toledo area Girl Scouts 
and running "Reaching for the Stars," a week-long workshop 
for area 4th to 8th grade teachers as part of a NASA EP/O 



grant. Their public schedule continues with some oldies but 
goodies from the archives, including Dawn of Astronomy, 
Skywatchers of Ancient Mexico and their own Where Have 
All The Martians Gone? (To Shaker?) Ritter's latest program, 
Our Planet, featured original artwork by student employee 
Amanda Popovich. Jeff Potter also passes along an interesting 
suggestion from Ritter: "We had a great experience that we 
thought others might like to do. Our public radio station just 
had their on-air fund drive. We were able to donate some free 
passes for them to use as thank you gifts, and we went on the 
air to help them drum up pledges. It was really a blast and 
helped benefit both the planetarium and public broadcasting." 

Cheri Adams reports from Dayton that The Wright 
Way to Fly planetarium show produced by the Caryl D. 
Philips Space Theater staff at the Boonshoft Museum of 
Discovery will debut on June 1st, coinciding with the flurry of 
the centennial of flight celebration. The show shares the 
science of flight uncovered by Daytonians Orville and Wilbur 
Wright. As an educational partner with Inventing Flight 
Dayton 2003, Cheri and team are producing 200 show kits 
available free of charge. For additional information, contact 
Cheri at cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org. The 5,000 square 
foot <ixhibit "MarsQuest, Exploring the Red Planet" will be at 
the Boonshoft from June 1 through August 31 to help 
celebrate the great Mars opposition. The Loch Ness show 
MarsQuest is also on the planetarium's summer agenda. 

The Bowling Green Planetarium resounded to a 
pair of concerts this spring. In March, the sixth biennial 
handbell concert surrounded the audience with the harmonies 
of bell choirs from two area churches, and in April, the BG 
High School Madrigal Singers filled the dome with songs 
under the stars. BGSU music student Jason Luthy created a 
planetarium show based on Holst's famous suite "The 
Planets" and director Dale Smith was the keynote speaker at 
the University's annual Phi Beta Kappa initiation ceremony. 
The planetarium finished up its spring schedule of public 
shows with short runs of Baltimore Davis' Don 't Duck - Look 
Up! and two shows from its own archives, The Seabird Show 
and I Paint the Sky, a show about sky colors. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

To ensure that your planetarium is 
represented in the autumn column of State News, 
please forward news from your facility to your 
state chair by mid-July. 

Also, if you have a digital picture of a 
newsworthy event held at your planetarium, 
please e-mail it to Bart Benjamin for possible 
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian's "International 
News" column. 
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Bob Allen hosted the Wisconsin-Minnesota state 
meeting on May 2nd and 3 rd. The group experienced fairly 
clear skies on Friday night as they observed with 17-, 13- and 
12-inch telescopes! Jupiter and Saturn were exquisite! The 
group also saw La Crosse's original shows Moon Voyage and 
Voyage to the Edge of the Universe. Thanks for a great 
meeting, Bob! By the way, Bob will be retiring from teaching 
astronomy at the University, but will continue as Planetarium 
Director. 

Waukeska is busy building a new planetarium! The 
ground-breaking ceremony is planned for June 15th, while 
the planetarium is scheduled to open in April of 2004. 
Amazing job, Dave! Your spectacular success, especially 
during these lean economic times, is inspirational. 

Hopefully, somehow, this success will rub off on 
Minneapolis. They are still trying (desperately) to secure 
state bonding dollars. They are also looking to start their own 
grass roots organization and start a capital campaign. 
Meanwhile, they continue production of a short film called 
"Volcano in the Sky," which is about the star Eta Carinae ... 
and wishing upon stars. 

Dave Weinrich from Moorhead, Minnesota is 
heading to Sri Lanka to perform astronomy outreach activities 
with local students. Congratulations, Dave! 

Mr. Genius Tours the Solar System! and Wonders of 
Deep Space are two home-produced shows at the Eau Claire 
Planetarium under new planetarium director Dr. Lauren 
Likkel. 

When the Red Planet approaches Earth late this 
summer, many WIMP planetarians will be ready. Moorhead 
is doing a live Mars show and hosting Mars Mania observing 
events. Stevens Point is presenting MarsQuest. Minneapolis 
will be teaching a class on Mars through the University of 
Minnesota. The Paulucci Planetarium in Hibbing is running 
Loch Ness' The Mars Show. They are also presenting The 
Friendly Stars. 

GLPA's The Stargazer has played in several 
planetariums in Wisconsin, including Stevens Point, 
Menasha, La Crosse, Waukesha and Madison. In Minnesota, 
it has played in Marshall, Hibbing and Minneapolis. 





BULLETIN BOARD 

ZAJAC RECEIVES BRENNAN AWARD 

submitted by 
Jeanne Bishop, GLPA Past President 

Chair, ASP Thomas Brennan Award Committee 

The recipient of the 2003 Thomas Brennan 
Award of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific for 
High School Teaching is Eugene Zajac. Gene is the 
Planetarium Director for the Shaker Heights School 
District, near Cleveland, Ohio. Gene was nominated by 
another GLP A member, Gary Tomlinson. 

Gene has created labs featuring ancient observing 
sites, Galileo's notebooks, gravity assist, telescopes in the 
classroom, and planetary geology, and he has been a key 
developer of a Mobile Observatory and a Mobile Space 
Bus with fellow teacher, Joe Marencik. At GLPA 
conferences, we have been treated to a number of Gene's 
creative lessons, incorporating a Stonehenge made with 
Rice Krispies, M & M's and Skittles for the sun, moon, 
and planets, and Oreo cookies to demonstrate lunar 
phases. 

Gene has been a very active member of GLP A, 
serving for many years as the Membership Chair, co
writing the Music TIPs book with Gary Tomlinson, soon 
to be released to GLP A members, and giving many 
enthusiastic papers and workshops at GLP A conferences. 

Working with Cleveland State University, Gene 
has developed a special summer science planetarium 
program for academically talented high school students. 
Mrs. Nancy Moore, a parent and a Shaker Heights school 
board member, notes that Gene's astronomy classes 
accommodated both of her children with learning 
disabilities. She added that Gene helped them form a deep 
interest in the sky. Another parent, Mrs. Marilyn Phillips, 
says that she wishes Gene could impart his ability to 
other teachers, " ... so the entire school day experience of 
every child in every classroom could be as positive and 
fulfilling as the time [Gene] spends with his students." 

Gene will receive his award, which includes a 
$250 check as well as travel expenses, at the 2003 ASP 
Awards Banquet on Saturday, October 11th, in San 
Francisco. I will have the great pleasure of presenting the 
award to Gene. 

You may sign up for a commercial workshop to 
be held at Gene's planetarium at the GLPA fall confer-
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ence, which will be held two weeks afterwards. 
The Thomas Brennan Award of the Astronomical 

Society of the Pacific is given for outstanding 
contributions in the teaching of astronomy in grades 9-12, 
and was established by Terry and Cindy Brennan in 
memory of Terry's father. Emphasis in judging is given 
to those teaching high school astronomy, although people 
influential in grades 9-12 astronomy (but not teaching at 
that level) also are considered. GLP A members who have 
previously won the ASP Brennan Award are Dan 
Francetic (1996), Larry Mascotti (1994), GLP A 
President Gary Sampson (1993), GLPA Past-President 
Jeanne Bishop (1995) and Elizabeth Wasiluk (1999). 

GLP A "TIPS" BOOKLETS 

submitted by 
Dave DeRemer, GLPA Education Chair 

The sharing of ideas, whether they be educational 
or technical, is what the Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association is all about. In the spirit of helping fellow 
planetarians, the GLP A has produced more than 20 TIPs 
booklets. As many of you know, each booklet features 
helpful hints concerning important issues related to our 
planetarium profession. In the next several newsletters, I 
would like to revisit each of these booklets to remind both 
new and veteran members that these are indeed useful and 
valuable resources. 

I begin by highlighting Great Teaching Tips To 
Use In The Planetarium. This TIPs #17, produced in 
1994, is a 35-page collection of wonderful educational 
techniques, which are described by their contributors as 
"tried and true" teaching suggestions. Though impossible 
to detail each entry in this short discussion, I am sure you 
will enjoy re-reading this variety of planetarium teaching 
ideas. Activities as simple as helping young audiences 
feel comfortable in the dark, using humor, making 
shadows, or finding directions, to more complex topics 
like explaining the ecliptic, phases of the moon, methods 
of timekeeping or lab exercises on Cepheid variables, this 
booklet seems to have it all! If you have lost your original 
copy, or wish to order this booklet, please contact Geoff 
Holt at (608) 663-6102 or by sending an e-mail message 
to him at gholt@madison.kI2.wi.us . 



PUBLIC MUSEUM OF GRAND 
RAPIDS ELIMINATES ALL FULL 
TIME STAFF AT PLANETARIUM 

submitted by 
Gary Tomlinson, GLPA Conference Planning Chair 

David L. DeBruyn, who has directed the Roger 
B. Chaffee Planetarium for almost 40 years, will retire on 
June 30, 2003. Dave was instrumental in planing the new 
state-of-the-art planetarium facility when the Public 
Museum of Grand Rapids moved to a new building in 
1994. Although Dave had not intended to retire for 
another two or three years, budget problems at the Public 
Museum dictated otherwise. 

Like so many other institutions, the Public 
Museum is having to trim budgets, in this case by one 
million, four hundred thousand dollars. Currently, the 
Museum is having its highest attendance ever, thanks to 
the popular Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit. Even the 
planetarium is having record-breaking attendance. The 
Museum expects to make between one half to one million 
dollars profit on the exhibit and planetarium show. 
However, since the City of Grand Rapids is reducing its 
contribution to the Museum by one million dollars, that 
necessitates staff reductions. 

About half of the Museum's full-time staff will 
be removed from the payroll by one means or another. 
Out of a full-time staff of 34, this process affects 17 
people. Not all reductions are layoffs. Only eight people 
are either being laid off or had their full-time positions 
reduced to part-time. Six other long-serving employees 
were offered an early retirement plan that at least 
guarantees some monthly income but does not guarantee 
insurance. Two other employees were taken off the 
payroll and placed into a trust fund account. 

Dave's two long-serving colleagues, Gary 
Tomlinson and Mark Perkins, both with almost 27 years 
at Chaffee, "volunteered" for early retirement. However, 
all is not lost. Dave DeBruyn is being brought back on 
contact to continue to direct the Chaffee Planetarium on a 
part-time basis. Dave will be making more money in 
retirement that he did before retirement. He, along with a 
talented part-time staff, will continue to operate the 
Chaffee Planetarium with very little change in service. 
Both Gary and Mark offered to come back part-time at a 
25 % reduction in pay to help keep the planetarium 
running. They were told that the early out agreement they 
signed (and the Museum wrote) prohibited them from 
ever being on the Museum's payroll again. Dave has 
indicated he will do everything possible to make sure the 
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planetarium operates just fine without Gary and Mark 
and with only a part-time staff. Gary and Mark are now 
out looking for jobs. 

Gary and Mark both served on their union's 
bargaining team and had been working for four years 
without a contract. A union spokesman stated that they 
were trying to get seniority to count for something. The 
spokesman went on to say that most of the union's 
positions were validated by rulings by an independent 
fact-finder but that the Museum would not agree to the 
judge's findings. The union spokesman also raised 
concern that every member of the bargaining team and 
every union steward has been separated from service. A 
museum spokesman states that fact is just a coincidence. 
Of the 13 layoffs or early retirements, 10 are union 
members. The union spokesman stated that out of 16-
person unit, only five remain and that the remaining 
members were the least active of the union employees. 
The museum says that is also just a coincidence. 

SUMMER PLANETARIUM 
WORKSHOPS 

Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck, Planetarium Director and 
Professor of Physics and Astronomy is again offering 
summer Planetarium Workshops. 

Workshop 1, which will be offered July 7-11 and 
is entitled "Instruments and Techniques in Planetarium 
Operations" (3 credit hours), will give participants the 
knowledge to plan, produce and execute planetarium 
programs and how to maintain a planetarium facility. 

Workshop 2, which will be offered from July 21-
25 and is entitled "New Technologies in Planetarium 
Operations" (3 credit hours), will concentrate on 
affordable digital audio and video tools, as well as 
computer manipulation of photographic slides. 

For more information, contact Dr. Kaitchuck at 
Ball State University at (765) 285-8871, bye-mail at 
rkaitchu@bsu.edu, or by visiting his website at 
www.bsu.edulplanetarium . 

T-MINUS ONE YEAR 
TO VENUS TRANSIT 

On June 8, 2004, Venus will transit the sun for 
the first time since 1882. Although the event will be best 
seen in Europe and Asia, the eastern U. S. will see the 
final portion of this rare celestial event. F or more 
information, please visit Chuck Beuter's Transit of 
Venus website at www.transitofvenus.org/ . 



ARTICLES 

The GLP A Galileo Award 

GLP A is the world's oldest and largest regional planetarium association. Our membership includes a 
number of individuals who have gone on to become leaders in the national and international planetarium 
community as wel1. The Galileo Award, which is now being established as GLPA's highest honor, recognizes 
persons of exemplary leadership at the national and/or international level. 

Persons nominated for this award need to have been a GLP A member in good standing for at least ten 
consecutive years. They are persons who have done exemplary work within GLP A and have carried this work 
beyond our regional borders. To nominate someone for this award, please fill out the form below and submit it, 
along with the described letters of recommendation, to the current GLP A President. 

Person Nominated: 

Name: ---------------------------------------------------------------
Institution: -----------------------------------------------------------
Address: -------------------------------------------------------
City: _____________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ____________ _ 

Da~imePhone: ____________________________________________________ __ 

Fax: --------------------------------------------------------------
E-mail: -------------------------------------------------

Nominated by: 

Name: 

Institution: --------------------------------------------------
Address: -------------------------------------------------------
City: _________________________ State: ___________ Zip: __________ _ 

Da~imePhone: ____________________________________________________ __ 

Fax: ------------------------------------------------------------
E-mail: --------------------------------------------------------

(please continue to the next page) 
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Please write a brief paragraph or two explaining your reasons for nominating this person. Be sure to give 
examples of their accomplishments in GLP A, as well as those on the nationallintemationallevel: 

Please submit three letters of recommendation for your nominee along with this form. Only one of the three 
letters may be from a GLP A Executive Committee member. The other two letters may come from current GLP A 
members, but it is highly recommended that at least one of the letters come from a person outside the GLP A 
region. ~v1ail this form, along with the letters of recorn .. rnendation, to the current GLP A President. .AJI nowinations 
must be received no later than'August 15,2003. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

And speaking of awards, kudos are due to Gene 
Zajac who recently won the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific's prestigious Brennan Award for exemplary 
teaching of high school astronomy. (See the article on 
page 11) Congratulations are also due to Art Klinger and 
Chuck Bueter who recently won a $10,000 Toyota 
Tapestry grant related to next year's transit of Venus. 
Among other things, Art and Chuck will be producing a 
planetarium mini-program about the Venus transit. 
GLP A will be distributing this program - stay tuned for 
further details. 

MINUTES OF THE GLPA EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

(continued from page 23) 

Lawrence Krauss, Brother Guy, Jim Kaler and Paul 
Hodge. And, of course, there's a new planetarium to 
check out. 

Tomlinson noted that the new Detroit Science 
Center and Cranbrook wrote a letter to GLPA asking to 
host the 2004 Conference. A motion to accept their 
invitation was made by Bonadurer. Seconded by 
Sampson. Motion passed. Grand Rapids, Michigan is still 
scheduled to host the 2005 Conference despite cutbacks 
at the museum. 

No announcement has yet been made for the 
2006 conference, but Wheeling, West Virginia will host a 
joint 2007 conference with MAPS and SEPA on Oct 10-
14. 

NEW BUSINESS: Chuck Bueter and Art Klinger 
received a $10,000 Toyota Tapestry grant to produce 
"mini" planetarium show segments for the transit of 
Venus on June 8, 2004. Bueter gave a nice overview of 
the transit's importance and possible show segment 
content. After discussion, it was agreed that the segments 
would be produced so they wouldn't be outdated after the 
transit passed. The segments should be done by October, 
2003 and ready for distribution. A motion was made by 
Holt for GLP A to distribute 50 copies at cost. Second by 
Benjamin. Motion passed. 

Motion by Klinger for GLP A to pay executive 
member's hotel bill for the fall meeting since they have to 
arrive a day earlier for meeting at the fall conference. 
Seconded by Button. Motion passed. Tomlinson motioned 
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that GLP A pay two-thirds for travel for the IPS 
Representative. Sampson seconded. Motion defeated. 

ADJOURMENT: Benjamin moved to adjourn. 
DeRemer seconded. Motion passed at 4:09 p.m. EST. 

CANDIDATES FOR GLPA OFFICES 
(continued from page 21) 

David Hurd (continued) 

My major goal in serving GLP A as your IPS 
representative will be to establish better communication 
and ties with worldwide planetariums to help bring the 
world "under one dome." While working with students 
with disabilities, I have become acutely aware of the 
value of bringing the heavens within reach of ALL 
populations. Each of us can playa role in this, and I will 
try to make this a team effort. 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF IPS? 

G.L.P .A. is an affiliate of the International 
Planetarium Society. Many GLP A members have 
already become members of IPS after discovering 
their biennial conferences, their Planetarian 
newsletter, the IPS Directory, and their many 
other resources. If you are not currently a member 
of IPS, please visit their website at 

www.ips-planetarium.orglips-welcome.html 

and see for yourself what IPS has to offer to 
planetarians of all nations, states, and dome sizes. 



In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet: 
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com 

Seeing is Believing! 

Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119 www.seilerinst.com 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.de 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2002-2003: 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Canal Fulton, Ohio 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

Bowen Productions 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Evans and Sutherland 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

GOTO Optical Manufacturing 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative : Joe Hopkins 

MegaSystems and Minolta 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
Representative: Phil Groce 

Spitz 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Alan Wells 

PATRON SPONSORS 

Ash Enterprises 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: John Hare 

East Coast Control Systems 
Bigler, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Seiler Instruments 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Orlando, Florida 
Representative: Joanne Young 

SUSTAINING SPONSORS 

Sky-Skan 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Representative: Steve Savage 
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GLPA ELECTIONS 

Candidates for GLP A Offices 
Voting will occur at the Annual Business Meeting held 
during the GLPA Conference in Cleveland, Ohio or 

by absentee ballot following GLPA requirements 

The GLP A Nominations Committee respectfully 
submits to the membership the following candidates for 
office: 

President-Elect: 
Sue Button 
Bob Bonadurer 

Secretary (Treasurer: 
Mary Schindewolf 
Lisa Daly 

IPS Representative: 
Chuck Bueter 
David Hurd 

Candidate Background Information 

FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Susan Reynolds Button, OCM BOCES Planetarium, M
S-T Center, 6820 Thompson Road, PO Box 4754, 
Syracuse, NY 13221 

Member of GLPA: 16 years 

Educational Experience: 
• B.A. in Education from SUNY College at Fredonia 
• Graduate work at St. Bonaventure University and 

College of St. Rose 
• POPS training in Participatory Activities for Student 

Success (PASS) and Great Explorations in Math and 
Science (Gems) 

Work Experience: 
• Classroom Teacher at Various Grade Levels for II 

years (Kindergarten, Grade 2, Grade 5 and 5-8 Math 
& Computers) 

• Portable Planetarium Specialist for 16 Years at 
O.C.M. B.O.C.E.S. Manages all aspects of the 
portable planetarium outreach program (budget, 
bookings, scheduling, curriculum development, 
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training and supervising assistants, developing and 
presenting lessons) 

Current and Past Service to GLPA: 
• International Planetarium Society GLP A 

Representative from 1994 to Present 
• Paper and Workshop presenter for each GLP A 

Conference since 1988 
• Editor of TIPs Booklet #18 Tips for Portable and 

Small Planetarium Users 

Member of the Following Organizations: 
• International Planetarium Society (IPS) 
• Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA) 
• Middle Atlantic Planetarium Association (MAPS) 
• Astronomical Society of the Pacific (ASP) 
• National Space Society (NSS) 
• New York State Science Teachers Association 

(NYSSTA) 
• National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 
• Planetary Society 
• Syracuse Astronomical Society (SAS) 

Honors and Achievements: 
• IPS Service Award 2002 
• Women in Aerospace "Ann Morrow Lindbergh 

Aerospace Educator Award" 1998 
• Fellow of IPS 1996 
• Invited to present a workshop at the 1st Science 

Center World Congress in Finland 1996 
• Co-founder of the Biennial European Meeting of 

Itinerant and Small Planetaria 1995 
• Co-founder of American in Italy Contest 1995 
• Fellow ofGLPA 1995 
• The Technology Club of Syracuse "Outstanding 

Teacher of the Year" 1993-94 
• Founder of Powerful Interactive Planetarium Systems 

(PIPS) professional development meetings for small 
and portable planetariums 1990 

• Associate Editor Planetarian a quarterly journal 
(author of "Mobile News Network" column since 
1990) 

• Started a Business "Quarks to Clusters" for 
Curriculum Development and Teacher Training 1990 



• Presented papers and workshops at each of the last 
15 MAPS conferences and at the last seven IPS 
conferences 

• Chair of the IPS Portable Planetarium Committee 
since 1988 

Candidate Statement: 
I need your help! I would like to become 

President of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association. 
Why? Because GLP A is a wonderful example of how the 
extraordinary attributes of officers, volunteers and 
members can serve the planetarium community. GLPA is 
a leader in this community due to a firm commitment to 
excellence. 

Some by-products of our talented and energetic 
officers and members include the quality publications and 
materials that we produce: TIPs booklets, Conference 
Proceedings, slides, scripts and shows. While continuing 
to provide current services, we are also leading the way in 
demonstrating how an organization can benefit from 
working closely with other professional organizations. 
Our collaboration with NASA's various agencies is 
developing into a mutually fulfilling relationship. Our 
members reap the rewards as they take advantage of 
receiving materials and vital information in a timely way. 
We engender support for NASA by educating our 
audiences and developing public interest through 
disseminating exciting up-to-date information in our 
programs. In this way NASA gains public understanding 
and interest in research and development of new 
programs. 

I would like to play an important role in 
encouraging the continuation of present member services 
and in developing even more ways to keep our work 
professional, exciting, significant and fulfilling. 

While serving as IPS Representative for the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association over the past 
several years I have learned that the effectiveness of an 
organization is directly influenced by three things: the 
energy, organization, and commitment of officers, 
volunteer workers, and members of the group. GLP A 
exemplifies the highest levels of these three attributes. 
Holding the position of GLP A President would allow me 
to work more closely with all these talented people while 
serving an organization that reflects my own values and 
interests. Selfishly, I want to help insure that all the good 
work that GLPA does will continue! To that end, I pledge 
that in performance of my duties I too will be organized, 
apply a strong commitment to excellence and channel 
abounding energy to the tasks at hand. 

I would be pleased and proud if you give me your 
vote so that I can serve GLP A in this new important 
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capacity, as President. It is my expectation that your vote 
will also mean that you too are committed to the 
important work of increasing GLPA's effectiveness. I 
will count on you to continue to be generous in sharing 
your talents with members of this great organization. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of 
my candidacy. I hope you will decide to push Button for 
President! 

Robert J. Bonadurer, Director, Minneapolis 
Planetarium, 250 Marquette #400, Minneapolis, MN 
55401 

Member ofGLPA: 12 years. 

Educational Experience: 
• BS Marketing, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
• MA Education, University of Minnesota 

Current and Past Service to GLPA: 
• State Meeting Host 1993 
• Conference Host 1996 
• State Chair 1997 to present 
• SecretaryITreasurer 1998 to present 
• Co-produced GLP A Star Show Zubenelgenubi's 

Magic Sky 2000 
• Co-produced GLP A Star Show The Stargazer 2002 

Member of the Following Organizations: 
• International Planetarium Society (IPS) 
• Astronomical Society of the Pacific (ASP) 
• Minnesota Science Teachers Association (MSTA) 
• World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
• National Geographic Society (NGS) 

Honors and Achievements: 
• GLPA Follow 1997 
• IPS Advertising Coordinator 2000 to present 

Candidate Statement: 
It's quite an honor to be nominated for GLP A 

President. I'm humbled. 
If elected, I will work hard to keep us a stellar 

organization. This means helping to ensure we keep 
having great conferences. This is the heart of GLP A. It's 
where we see and learn so much from each other. It may 
be a conversation during a vendor break. Or an idea that 
develops in the dark during a star show that says, "hey 
that'll work in my sky theater - cool!" It seems every 
year is a great one. If you haven't been to one in awhile, 
think about coming to Cleveland in October. I know the 
dollars and time aren't always there, but the conferences 
are invaluable. It may be worth attending this year. The 



amazing efforts by the conference host and so many 
others allow GLP A to be the prosperous group that it 
surely is. 

The next bond that glues GLPA together is this 
newsletter. It's always a treasure to get in the mail and 
see what's going on under people's domes and in the 
classroom. I can't promise much here but to again keep 
ensuring quality. Bart Benjamin and Dale Smith already 
do a terrific job. 

One area I've been fortunate to participate in is 
co-producing two GLPA star shows. Working with the 
creative Dave DeRemer and the rest of the GLP A 
executive committee has been a joy. We've done what 
most regional associations only hope to accomplish. Not 
only does GLP A have star shows, but TIPs booklets, a 
script & slide bank, and the Conference Proceedings! I 
simply hope to keep all that going strong as your next 
President. 

FORSECRETARY~REASURER 

Mary J. Schindewolf, Waubonsie Valley High School 
Planetarium, 2590 Ogden Avenue, Aurora, IL 60504 

Member ofGLPA: 10 years. 

Educational Experience: 
• Bachelor of Science in Physics, May 1995, Bowling 

Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 
• Master of Arts in Education, August 2003, 

Benedictine University, Lisle, Illinois 

Current and Past Service to GLPA: 
• Served on election committee under Dan Francetic, 

1997 
• Illinois State Chairperson since May, 1997 
• Member of GLPA-OSS Advisory Committee 
• GLP A State Meeting Coordinator since October, 

1999 
• Served on Galileo Award committee, summer 2002 

Member of the Following Organizations: 
• International Planetarium Society, currently working 

on the IPS Slide Service 
• Waubonsie Astronomical Society 
• West Suburban Soccer Women's Soccer League, 

currently serving as secretary 
• Midwest Open Racing Fleet 
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Honors and Achievements: 
• Fellow, Great Lakes Planetarium Association, 

October 2000 
• NASA Solar System Ambassador, 2000 & 2001 
• Certificate of Completion, Saturday Morning Physics 

Program, Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, 
March 2002 

Candidate Statement: 
I look forward to the opportunity to serve the 

membership of GLP A as Secretaryrrreasurer. Much of 
the reason why our organization functions so smoothly is 
the dedication and teamwork of our executive committee 
members. As Secretaryrrreasurer, I would embrace the 
opportunity to become part of this hard working team. I 
would strive to help GLP A achieve its goals in a fiscally 
responsible manner, while cultivating new ideas and 
future growth of our organization. I have personally 
grown and benefited greatly as a planetarian, through my 
own membership and interactions with GLPA members. I 
would honor this opportunity to give something back in 
return. 

Lisa Daly, Upton Middle School, 800 Maiden Lane, St. 
Joseph, MI 49085 

Member ofGLPA: 10 years. 

Educational Experience: 
• BS Michigan State University 
• MA Western Michigan University 

Current and Past Service to GLPA: 
• Served as Michigan State Chair, 1992-1997 
• Hosted Michigan State Meeting, spring 2000 

Member of the Following Organizations: 
• Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLP A) 
• International Planetarium Society 

• Flygirls 
• Trout Unlimited 
• jua (an organization dedicated to empowering 

developing communities in Kenya to harness the sun 
for solar electrification of their schools 

Candidate Statement: 
GLP A is a great organization because of the 

people who have given their time generously to help out 
all planetarians. I think every one of us owes it to this 
organization to take a turn where we can. I see this as an 
opportunity for me to serve GLP A in a useful capacity. 



FOR IPS REPRESENTATIVE 

Chuck Bueter, 15893 Ashville Lane, Granger, IN 
46530 

Member ofGLPA: 11 years. 

Educational Experience: 
• Astronomy Intern at Adler Planetarium 
• Bachelor of Arts degree from University of Illinois

Chicago 
• Additional coursework in Education at Loyola 

University, Chicago 
• Graduate of the Great Lakes Maritime Academy, 

Traverse City, Michigan 

Current and Past Service to GLPA: 
• Contributed 5 papers and 9 posters at 10 of past 11 

conferences 
• Co-authored grant to develop Transit of Venus 

resources for free distribution 
• Created Paper Plate Education website 
• Was active in GLPAlOSS Advisory Group 
• Co-authored PLATO grant guidelines 
• Produced Paper Plate Astronomy video 
• Was a co-coordinator of 1997 GLP A conference 

Member of the Following Organizations: 
• International Planetarium Society 
• American Association of Variable Star Observers 
• Astronomical Society of the Pacific 
• International Occultation Timing Association 
• International Dark-Sky Association 

Honors and Achievements: 
• GLPA Fellow 
• F ather of two wonderful children 
• Paper Plate Education website recognized both by 

awards (such as Yahoo! and USA Today) and by 
traffic (over 600 visitors per day) 

• Co-authored successful Toyota TAPESTRY grant, 
PLATO grants, and IDEAS grant for planetarium 
interests 

Candidate Statement: 
I envision the role of IPS Representative as three

fold. First, I would like to advocate the substantial 
benefits of GLP A membership to IPS members. An 
expanded GLP A enrollment brings additional talent, 
resources, and collegiality to our already strong 
organization. Second, I would like to inform GLP A 
colleagues of successful programs and ideas from the 
international planetarium community. Opportunities 
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range from promoting multilingual resources to 
facilitating personal liaisons. Third, I would solicit and 
voice the opinions of GLP A members regarding 
anticipated issues. Membership in GLP A has yielded 
many personal and professional rewards for me, so I 
welcome serving as the IPS Representative with 
dedication and enthusiasm. 

David Hurd, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, 103 
Cooper Hall, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, 
Edinboro, P A 16444 

Member ofGLPA: 13 years. 

Educational Experience: 
• BS in Geology from Iowa State University 
• MS in Science Education from the University of 

Nebraska 
• PhD in Education from Cleveland State University 

Current and Past Service to GLP A: 
• Presenter of paper(s) and/or workshops at ALL 

meetings since 1991 
• Contributor to TIPs booklet 

Member of the Following Organizations: 
• International Planetarium Society 
• S.N.R.G. (Special Needs Resource Group), which 

aims to make NASA educational materials friendly to 
special needs populations 

Honors and Achievements: 
Internationally recognized for the development of 
astronomy education materials for students who are blind 
(for more information, please visit 
www.edinboro.edu!cwis/planetariumlweb/tactile.htm) . 

Candidate Statement: 
I have been a member of GLP A since 1991. 

During this time I have either presented a paper( s) or 
conducted a workshop at EVERY annual meeting. In 
addition to actively serving as a Fellow of GLP A, I have 
gained national and international attention with the 
development and implementation of tactile astronomy 
material for students who are blind. I also serve as a 
focus group member for the Special Needs Resource 
Group (SNRG). Our group is dedicated to making NASA 
Office of Space Science education material more user 
friendly for special needs populations. 

(continued on page 15) 



MINUTES OF THE GLPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Mishawaka, Indiana April 26, 2003 

PRESENT: Gary Sampson, Jeanne Bishop, Joe DeRocher, 
Bob Bonadurer, Susan Button, Bart Benjamin, Dave 
DeRemer, Dale Smith, Geoff Holt, Gary Tomlinson, Chris 
Janssen, and Art Klinger. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by 
President Gary Sampson at 9:05 a.m. EST. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The minutes of the last 
Executive Committee meeting, held in Menasha, Wisconsin 
on October 23, 2002, had been printed in the GLPA 
Newsletter and e-mailed to each member. DeRemer moved 
that the minutes be approved. Seconded by Tomlinson. 
Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bob Bonadurer asked that the 
financial report of GLP A activities from June 26, 2001 to 
October 21, 2002 be amended because $2,200 from the 2001 
conference was not reported. Sampson moved. Seconded by 
Benjamin. Motion carried. Bonadurer then presented the 
financial summary from October 22, 2002 to April 22, 2003, 
as follows: 

Receipts 
GLPADues 
2002 Conference Revenue 
Zubee Show Sales 
Newsletter Advertising 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

Expenditures: 
Newsletter Postage 
Newsletter Printing 
2002 Proceedings 
Executive Committee Travel 
Bank Charges 
State Meetings 
2002 Conference Expenses 
Conference Refunds 
Conference Photographer 
IPS Travel 
GLP A Postage 
GLP A Supplies 
Insurance 
Website Fee 
State Non-profit fee 
Awards 
2002 Exec Travel 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 

1,835.00 
12,630.00 

200.00 
905.00 

$15,570.00 

318.21 
660.00 

0.00 
0.00 

59.00 
0.00 

16,415.05 
781.00 
199.69 

0.00 
180.92 
45.65 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

222.33 
376.03 

$22,257.88 
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Checking Account Summary: 
Balance 10/21102 
ADD receipts 
TOTAL 

SUBTRACT Expenditures 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 10/21/02 

Separate Funds 
GLP A gift shop 
Printed Materials 
Slide, tape, & software 
TOTAL 

Savings Account Balance 

Financial Summary 
Checking Account 
Separate Funds 
Credit Union Savings 

10/21/02 
19,271.16 

1,619.78 
0.00 

TOTAL GLPA ASSETS $20,890.94 

19,271.16 
15,570.00 
34,841.16 

- 22,257.88 

$12,583.28 

256.84 
772.85 

3,944.81 
4,974.50 

$0.00 

4/22/03 
12,583.28 
4,974.50 

0.00 

$17,557.78 

Bonadurer noted that conference money came 
directly to the GLP A Treasurer rather than the conference 
host and the financial report of October 2002 was somewhat 
inflated because all the conference expenses were not paid 
yet. A motion to approve the Treasurer's Report was made by 
Benjamin. Seconded by DeRemer. Motion passed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Gary Sampson reported on the 
Galileo Award and handed out the qualifications and 
nomination forms. This new award is for GLP A members 
who have done exemplary work beyond GLP A's borders. A 
copy will be made for the summer newsletter. 

A short course weekend on cosmology being offered 
by the University of Chicago's Dr. Landsberg through a NSF 
grant will be held on September 26-28, 2003 for about 40 
planetarium people. Sampson said they are working on the 
criteria and the applications will soon be on the GLP A 
website and newsletter, and posted on Dome-L. 

Sampson will continue to work with NASA's Office 
of Space Science (OSS) and IPS on how planetaria can best 
advise NASA to help informal public education. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Joe DeRocher announced the 
candidates for GLP A offices in the fall elections. They are 
Bob Bonadurer and Sue Button for President-Elect, Mary 
Schindewolf and Lisa Daly for Secretary/Treasurer, and 
Chuck Bueter and David Hurd for IPS Representative. 



PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Jeanne Bishop reported on 
the NASA survey distributed at the 2002 conference. Thirty
four respondents noted planetarium size, governance, 
attendance, technical capabilities and preferred 
recommendations of NASA materials such as slides, video, 
speakers and shows. Bishop will finalize the report soon and 
give the feedback to NASA and GLP A members. Bishop 
shared correspondence with Anita Sohus at JPL on GLP A 
and NASA's cooperative efforts. She also noted a show from 
NASA's JPL on Saturn called Ring World is being developed 
by Brian Sullivan in Utah and he can be contacted at (801) 
350.8340 or at codyssey2001@netscape.net . 

IPS REPORT: Sue Button reported that IPS President Jon 
Elvert is the new Director in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Martin 
George from Australia is the new IPS President-elect. IPS's 
quarterly journal The Planetarian has a new full-color look. 
Button stressed the need for GLP A members to submit 
articles. The IPS Council will meet from October 3-6. Any 
request from the GLP A membership needs to be submitted to 
Button before then. The 2004 conference will be in Valencia, 
Spain on July 12-16, though the dates need to be verified as 
Valencia's website says July 4-8. The 2006 conference will be 
in Melbourne, Australia from July 24-27. 

IPS Publications Chair Dale Smith reinforced 
Button's comment for articles. Please submit all articles to 
Planetarian editor John Mosley at: jmosJey@earthlink.net . 
Mosley has edited 66 consecutive issues. The IPS Directory 
will soon be available on CD-ROM and as a PDF file that is 
searchable. An IPS Handbook in Spanish will be completed 
soon. An IPS songbook and Portable Planetarium Handbook 
will also be available soon on CD-ROM. IPS is also a 
resource for slides, video laser discs, star shows and 
astronomy exercises. All were invited to visit their website at: 
http://www.ips-planetarium.org/. 

MEMBERSHIP: Chris Janssen passed out handouts of the 
updated info on the executive committee, GLP A Honorary 
members and GLP A Fellows. Discussion took place on 
perspective new honorary and fellow members. He reported 
217 GLPA members, with 153 regular members. This is a 
slight decline from 160 regular members last year at time. 
Discussion took place on putting the GLP A membership 
roster in the GLPA Newsletter. 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger reported that GLP A 
teamwork is at work as a vendor who did not receive a 
conference group photo was promptly satisfied. He noted that 
the 2002 Conference had 12 vendors are participating in the 
2002 Conference with two additional firms submitting door 
prizes. Contributing vendors include: Ash Enterprises, Astro
Tec, A VI, Jeff Bowen, East Coast Controls, Evans & 
Sutherland, GOTO, Joe Hopkins, Mega Systems & Minolta, 
Seiler, Sky-Skan, and Spitz Inc. He noted that Jeff Bowen is 
sponsoring the state meetings taking place at this time. 
Discussion then took place regarding the vendors and the 
2003 Conference in Cleveland. 
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PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin provide a handout that 
summarized the advertising for the GLPA Newsletter, the 
members benefit insert, and a survey done on the advertising 
rates offered by other planetarium association newsletters. He 
noted that GLPA's rates are in line with the others and 
suggested no changes be made to GLPA's advertising policies 
or rates. 

Dale Smith noted that the 2002 Conference 
Proceedings will be mailed soon. Discussion took place on 
whether or not to make the Proceedings electronic or on CD
ROM. It was decided that they would remain in print form for 
2003. After that, it could possibly switch to CD-ROM 
distribution or available on the GLP A website. 

EDUCATION: Dave DeRemer noted the TIPs booklet on 
Keeping your Planetarium Open will be distributed with the 
Proceedings. He is still working on collecting information on 
current state standards and will distribute this to the GLP A 
membership when finished. The Music TIPs booklet is also 
close to being finished and will be distributed soon. How 
exactly this will be distributed prompted more discussion on 
electronic versus written form. It was motioned by DeRemer 
to produce a Music TIPs CD-ROM and offer it with the fall 
newsletter and that GLP A members can still get a hard copy 
through Geoff Holt and Instructional Materials. Seconded by 
Button. Motion approved. It was also decided to feature one 
TIPs booklet in each GLPA Newsletter. Discussion took place 
on finding someone to do computer entry to make older TIPs 
booklets available on the website or by CD-ROM. 

DeRemer and Bonadurer proposed new GLP A shows 
entitled Cosmic Colors and The Alphabet Universe. Both 
shows received favorable comments, but the Colors show was 
thought to lend itself better to a grant proposal. Although 
GLP A will support new show distribution, a grant will be 
pursued to secure funding for the show. If grant funding is 
not found, GLP A will revisit funding the production of a new 
show. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (LmRARy): Geoff 
Holt noted that PDF TIPs booklets were sent to a planetarium 
in Brazil. Alan Davenport in Maine has helped scan scripts 
for text files, but it is very labor intensive. 

The GLP A website has been renewed for two more 
years and Holt has added a search capability. Conference 
sponsors also have been added as links! 2003 Conference info 
will be posted as soon as it is available. GLP A has distributed 
47 The Stargazer show kits. Holt is looking for advice on 
scanning slides for the database. Holt also made a DVD for 
the HR diagram sequence for The Stargazer and is available 
at cost through Geoff Holt in Madison. All were invited to 
visit the GLPA website at www.glpaweb.org. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tomlinson turned the 
floor over to Joe DeRocher, who went through a draft agenda 
for 2003 in Cleveland on Oct 22-25, as well as presenting a 
draft budget! There are many noteworthy speakers, such as 

(continued on page 15) 





Plan to attend the 

GLP A ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 22-25, 2003 

The 39th annual Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA) conference will be 
held in Cleveland, Ohio from October 22-25, 2003. 

The conference will be hosted in part by the Nathan and Pannye Shafran Planetarium 
of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. The planetarium houses the nation's 
first Zeiss ZKP3 S planetarium projector under a 40-foot dome. 

Through papers, invited speakers and workshops, all participants will gather valuable 
insights and information that will help them carry out their goals in astronomy 
education. GLP A is one of the largest organizations in the world concerned with 
astronomy education. Special activities will be held for people working with small 
and portable planetariums. Other conference highlights include: 

• Dr. James Kaler, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign presenting the 2003 
Astronomy Update Lecture 

• Dr. Lawrence Krauss, Case Western, author of Beyond Star Trek 
• Dr. Paul Hodge, author of Higher Than Everest 
• Guy Consolmagno, co-author of Tum Left at Orion 
• The prestigious Armand N. Spitz Lecture 

People wishing registration materials or more information should contact: 

Joe DeRocher; Shafran Planetarium; Cleveland Museum of Natural History; 1 Wade 
Oval Dr. University Circle; Cleveland, OH 44106-1767; (216) 231-4600 x 362; 
jderoche@cmnh.org . 
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of planetariums 
regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 
annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretaryffreasurer, and requests for membership should be 
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA 
Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send 
information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2003. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

Man's mind stretched to a new idea never goes back to 
its original dimensions. 

- Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Indeed, there are many ways for us to stretch our 
minds as we look forward to GLP A's autumn activities. 

Plenty of intellectual stimulation will be provided 
at our annual conference on October 22-25. Our host, Joe 
DeRocher of the Shafran Planetarium, has planned an 
exciting list of speakers including Guy Consolmagno, 
Paul Hodge, and Laurence Krauss. James Kaler's 
"Astronomy Update" is always an awe-inspiring 
experience. And our Armand Spitz lecturer will be Rob 
Landis, who always energizes his audiences with his 
enthusiastic approach. Posters, portable planetarium 
sessions, vendor displays, paper presentations and the 
opportunity to mingle with colleagues are also highlights 
of what promises to be another outstanding conference. 

Another thought-stimulating event is the 
cosmology short course for planetarians to be held on 
September 26-28 at the University of Chicago's Center 
for Cosmological Physics. Host Randy Landsberg and 
some of the world's leading cosmologists will facilitate 
the study of the Hot Big Bang model and the shape and 
structure of the universe for 45 planetarians. A follow-up 
session will be held at our annual conference in Cleveland 
on October 22. And the cosmology short course will be 
repeated in the future is there is sufficient interest. 

As we return to a new school year, we are 
reminded of our role as planetarium educators as well. 
PLATO grants, which are intended to enhance astronomy 
and space science education and outreach programs, have 
been awarded for eight projects by GLPA members. 
Special thanks are due to Bernhard Beck-Winchatz of 
DePaul University's Space Science Center for Education 
and Outreach program for providing PLATO grants for 
GLPA members. Nearly $8,000 in grants have been 

3 

awarded to Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Chuck Bueter 
and Gene Zajac, David Hurd, Mitch Luman, Peggy 
Motes, Lori Schmetzer, and April Whitt. For more 
information on the PLATO grants, please read his article 
that appears on page 11 of this newsletter. Bernhard also 
authored another article titled "IDEAS for Partnerships 
between Planetarians and Scientists," which describes the 
IDEAS grant program. This article appears on page 13. 

Finally, be sure to check our GLPA website at 
www.glpaweb.org for updated information on our 
annual conference and for the wealth of online resources 
that are available. Special thanks are due to Geoff Holt 
for preparing our online resources and to David Batch of 
Michigan State University, which is where our website is 
maintained. 

That's all for now. I hope to see many of you in 
Cleveland! 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Wow! Was Mars great or what!? 
At the Cernan Earth and Space Center, we hosted 

Mars Watch telescope observing sessions on the front lawn of 
our building on each clear night between August 23rd and 
30th. Of the eight possible nights, four were clear, two were 
partly cloudy, and two were clouded out. During those eight 
days, over 2,000 people observed Mars through telescopes, 
attended special planetarium shows, purchased Mars 
merchandise from the Star Store, and familiarized themselves 
with the other services regularly provided by our planetarium. 
What a shot in the arm "Mars Mania" was for planetariums 
and public observatories throughout the world! 

Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of 
the aLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2003. Please submit 
your facility report to your State Chairperson by late-October. 
Better yet, bring whatever news you have to your state 
meeting at the conference. 

I hope to see you all in Cleveland! 





STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mruy Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mruy _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN I MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
250 Marquette Avenue #400 
Minneapolis MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
tjbonadurer@mplib.org 
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NEWS 

The William M. Staerkel 
Planetarium at Parkland College will 
show Fall Prairie Skies, Sudekum's 
Just Imagine, and Pink Floyd's Dark 
Side of the Moon this fall. Their 
holiday specials - A Night of 
Horrors, Rites of the Season, and 
Santa's Secret Star - return in 
October and November. On two 
Friday nights, the planetarium will 
team up with two other museums for 
a program called "Across the Sky," 

which will combine storytelling, cultural diversity, and 
science. They will also offer their five week public workshop 
on backyard astronomy in October. Jim Kaler will return in 
December as a participant in their "World of Science" lecture 
series. The planetarium congratulates Jim on his formal 
retirement from the University of Illinois and Waylena 
McCully on her marriage in August. On a sad note, we've 
been informed that our planetarium will be forced to close for 
three months in the summer beginning in 2004. The college 
budget has been cited as the reason. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center on the 
campus of Triton College in River Grove hosted a week-long 
"Mars Watch" event during the last week in August that 
attracted over 2,000 people. The month of September will see 
the presentation of Through the Eyes of Hubble and Venus 
and Mars as its two earth and sky shows, Dinosaurs in Space 
as its children's show, and five different laser light shows. 
Minneapolis' Journey to the Stars, Strasenburgh's Magic 
Sky, and our Fright Light laser show return in October. 

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago continues the 
summer's "aliens" theme into the fall. The StarRider Theater 
features Alien Encounters, which describes what life might 
look like in environments different than Earth. Also showing 
in the StarRider Theater is Journey to Infinity. The Zeiss Sky 
Theater will feature Search for Alien Worlds?, an update on 
the effort to find new extra-solar planets. Skywatchers of 
Africa also continues in the Sky Theater. The alien theme is 
rounded out by an exhibit developed at Adler titled "Stranded 
in an Alien Lab." The visitor plays the role of an Earth 
astronaut visiting the workplace of an alien scientist who has 
conveniently stepped out for lunch. The goal is to learn as 
much as possible about the aliens without being able to see 
one. In development and scheduled for an October premiere is 
Discover our Universe. Audience participation will be the key 
element in this Sky Theater program aimed primarily at 
school groups. 



Lakeview Museum Planetarium will feature the 
GLP A show The Stargazer in October and November. In 
December, the planetarium will premiere a new show 
Message from the Stars, written and produced by Nick Rae, 
who is an intern in Science Museum Studies at Bradley 
University. (The show is his senior project.) In July, the 
museum presented the Project Family ASTRO workshop "A 
Race to the Planets," and will present Moon Mission in the 
fall. The Family ASTRO workshops have been developed by 
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. In August, 155 riders 
participated in the museum's Ninth Annual Interplanetary 
Bicycle Ride through Peoria's Community Solar System 
Model. 

Dan Goins of the Martinsville 
Schools Planetarium reports that he 
will be going to Chicago for the 
Cosmology class in September. In his 
"other life" as a ferroequinologist, 
Dan is "still chasing trains and 
working on several layouts. " 

Fort Wayne's Schouweiler 
Planetarium at the University of St. 
Francis experienced very high 
attendance during Fort Wayne's 
Three Rivers Festival. All shows were 

sellouts or near sellouts. Evening shows featured the premiere 
of The Stargazer, while special matinees of A Solar System 
Adventure Tour were given to children and their parents. 
Director Alan Pareis also reports that he and his staff 
continue to be ecstatic with the performance of their new 
Astro FX automation system. A school version of The 
StarGazer has already been produced. Production has started 
on Explorers of the ISS for early fall premiere and kick of the 
Schouweiler's first ever once-a-month public show weekend. 

The leaves are changing 
color, the temperatures 
are falling, and the new 
school year is just 
getting started. These 
signs point to the 
beginning of a very busy 
time in the lives of all 
Michigan planetarians. 

The Universe 
Theater & 
Planetarium at the 

Kalamazoo Valley Museum will be showing the Loch Ness 
program MarsQuest for public audiences during the fall. Also 
showing on the weekends will be their own Mystery of the 
Missing Moon, which shows the moon's changing phases 
ending in a total lunar eclipse, just like the one that observers 
can see for real on the evening of November 8th. Later this 
fall, they will also present the Loch Ness show Season of 

6 

Light. Also, be sure to check out Eric Schreur's Matavai Bay 
and Venus Point panorama that Chuck Beuter posted on the 
www.transitofvenus.org website. Look under "Historical 
Observations." 

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City will be 
opening Sky Legends of the Three Fires, which was originally 
produced by Eric Schreur in Kalamazoo. This will be part of 
a cooperative venture between the planetarium, the Bay 
County Historical Museum (with its "Circle of Life" exhibit) 
and Studio 23, a local art museum (with its Native American 
art exhibition). The three facilities are offering joint field 
trips to school groups in the fall. There will also be an 
opening reception for the joint venture on September 14th. 

Due to budget constraints, the Chaffee Planetarium 
and the entire Public Museum of Grand Rapids will be closed 
on Sundays and Mondays until further notice. Dave DeBruyn, 
now with the title of "Curator Emeritus" since beginning to 
draw his pension on July 1st, reports that full operation 
continues five days a week, and that a number of new projects 
are underway despite the recent early retirements of Mark 
Perkins and Gary Tomlinson. Dave is fortunate to have a 
good staff of up-and-coming young people. While they could 
never fully replace the talents and experience of Mark and 
Gary, they are bringing with them some exciting ideas and 
lots of enthusiasm. Under development is a show about 
exploration - past and future - to accompany the Museum 
exhibition "The Endurance - Shackleton's Legendary 
Antarctic Expedition" scheduled for the fall of 2004. Dave 
will himself be producing a show about cosmic collisions, 
scheduled for mid-2005, and the GLP A conference in the fall 
of that year, commemorating the 40th anniversary of the 
founding of our organization (1965 in Grand Rapids) is still a 
solid "go." This fall, Chaffee is featuring the Adler 
Planetarium show Spirits from the Sky, Thunder on the Land 
to accompany the Museum Exhibit, "Tribes of the Buffalo" 
about plains Indians and their traditions. Also featured are 
the ever-popUlar Halloween laser show Spooky Tunes and 
weekend light shows featuring music of The Beatles and Pink 
Floyd. Total attendance for the Chaffee Planetarium's show 
The Dead Sea Comes Alive, which accompanied the historic 
exhibition of "The Dead Sea Scrolls" totaled over 49,000 
persons during a three-and-one-half month period from mid
February to June 1st. That represents a lot of planetarium 
shows in a 145-seat theater I The production was by far the 
most ambitious and successful in the history of the Chaffee 
Planetarium. 

After a busy tourist season, and of course the public 
viewing sessions of Mars in August, the Shiras Planetarium 
in Marquette is back into its role of serving the local school 
systems. They have updated their school show lists and hope 
to bring students in for newer shows like The Friendly Stars, 
Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky, and The StarGazer. For their 
public shows, they are planning to bring back the Life Beyond 
Earth and Destination Universe. It should be an exciting year 
for space science in general! 



Longway Planetarium in Flint is currently running 
How To Build a Planet from Bozeman, Montana and GLPA's 
Zubenelgenubi 's Magic Sky. Beginning in October, they will 
be showing The Halloween Show from Calgary. Rock laser 
shows continue on Friday and Saturday nights. October also 
will see the return of the ever popular "How to Use Your 
Telescope" and Girl Scout Merit badge workshops. During 
August, world-renowned artist Mike Carroll repainted the old 
black light constellation gallery. Carroll is the artist who 
recently repainted the Solar System mural and painted the 
original mural in their lobby. 

Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills will feature their in-house produced program 
The Sky Tonight: Children of the Stars beginning in 
September. This in-house show will feature a live tour of the 
current night sky, a taped segment exploring our connection 
to the cosmos around us and a tutorial on how to use a star 
chart. In October, they'll debut a new Pink Floyd laser show 
and by Thanksgiving, a new holiday laser show. Over the 
summer, in addition to an already hectic production and 
presentation schedule, Cranbrook astronomers taught a 
graduate-level, fully accredited teacher workshop as well as 
hosted six special Mars viewing events. 

During the fall, Abrams Planetarium in East 
Lansing will be presenting an updated version of Loch Ness 
productions The Mars Show. Their version contains a new 
section written and narrated by staff member John French. 
The new section describes the most recent and future 
spacecraft sent to the red planet. They will also be running an 
updated version of Hansen (Clark) Planetarium's Secret of 
the Cardboard Rocket. This version contains the newest 
version of the soundtrack, along with newer images and 
Digistar effects. Between Thanksgiving and New Year's Day 
they will be presenting Loch Ness' Season of Light. 

The Digital Dome Planetarium at the New Detroit 
Science Center is now the Dassault Systemes Planetarium. 
They changed names thanks to a generous donation from a 
French firm that deals with 3-D CAD software for heavy 
industry, the autollight truck, railroad and aviation fields. 
They look forward to future collaborations with Dassault 
Systemes. Work continues on their fall production Blown 
Away - the Wild World of Weather, with the choice of Jon 
GOIT of Pittsburgh as the composer for their soundtrack 
music. Jon created the soundtrack for several Buhl 
Planetarium shows. 

Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield looks forward 
to a very busy fall season. Thanks to its newly formed 13-
member "study group" made up of concerned Southfield 
residents and school district administrators, plans are in the 
works for turning the somewhat tired 1968 facility into a 
GLP A "gem" within the next few years. Two new 
planetarium demonstrators, Clifford Jones and John 
Tremonti, will join principal planetarian Mike Best to provide 
coverage for 200 or more presentations a year. Their 
unofficial slogan has become "renovations in progress, please 
excuse our Star Dust." 
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Henry Ford Community College's planetarium in 
Dearborn recently had ASH enterprises install automation 
equipment for six slide projectors and has put in a new sound 
system. Public shows are planned to begin in the fall. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson ran The 
Explorers of the International Space Station in a joint 
marketing effort between June 28 through August 10 called 
"Space Station Explorers" with the Michigan Space & 
Science Center. This program was the third program in the 
series produced by the Bishop Planetarium of Hawaii. Mark 
Reed's Moon-Earth Demo that appeared in the 1997 GLP A 
Proceedings was added to one of the live components of the 
show. Plans for the fall include presentations to the public of 
the first two Explorers shows relating to Polynesia and 
Mauna Kea. 

The Exhibit Museum Planetarium in Ann Arbor is 
busy making plans for the 2003-04 school year, retiring some 
old shows and bringing new ones on-line. Planetarium use by 
schools was up by 100 bookings over 2001-02, and they are 
looking forward to the challenges of the next year. A top ten 
astronomy misconceptions show, to be narrated by WJR's 
Paul W. Smith, is in the art phase, with more than twenty
five original works to be produced by University art students. 
An MCACA grant has been submitted to produce the show 
Stories My Ancestors Told: Tales of the Three Fires. It should 
sound familiar, as it is a remake of the popular show from K
Zoo, being done with their blessings. Taking a seasons of the 
year/stages of life approach that will include museum objects 
in the video sequences, the show will take a more regional 
approach. It will be made available at cost to other planetaria. 
Renovated benches will replace those in the dome now. They 
will be installed in September along with an upgrade of the 
video system to seven input sources. Working closely with the 
University, the Museum is laying the groundwork for what it 
hopes will be a $1,530,000 enlargement and total rebuilding 
of the Planetarium. Various digital options are being 
considered, as is a move away from astronomy as the only 
major subject to be covered under the dome. No timeline has 
yet been announced. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

To ensure that your planetarium is 
represented in the winter column of State News, 
please forward news from your facility to your 
state chair by the end of the October conference. 

Also, if you have a digital picture of a 
newsworthy event held at your planetarium, 
please e-mail it to Bart Benj am in for possible 
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian's "International 
News" column. 



THIS YEAR, GIVE A GIFT AS TIMELESS 
AS THE MOON ITSELF ... 

. . . A SIGNED COpy OF GENE 
CERNAN'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY, 
THE LAST MAN ON THE MOON. 

The Last Man on the Moon 
By Eugene Ceman and Don Davis 

Gemini and Apollo astronaut Eugene Cernan describes his personal involvement in mankind's 
reach for the moon and recounts his "spacewalk from Hell" on Gemini IX, Apollo X's hair
raising swoop just above the lunar surface and Apollo XVII's final lunar landing mission. 
S peaking from his heart, Cernan describes the singular beauty of the earth from orbit, the 
vast desolation of the moon's stark surface and what it meant to him emotionally to 
accomplish what only eleven other human beings have done - to stand on the surface of 
another world in space. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR MEMBERS OF GLPA 

The Last Man on the Moon (signed by Eugene Ceman) 

SPECIAL GLPA MEMBER'S PRICE 
$ 50.00 Regular Yahoo! Store Price 

$ 45.00 (INCLUDES FREE REGULAR 
SHIPPING WITHIN THE U.S.) 

To order one or more books, mail a check (payable to Triton College) with your name and mailing address, or caJl 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3294 on weekdays to place a telephone order or order online from the Ceman Earth and Space 
Center's Yahoo! Store at shop.store.yahoo.com/cescstarstore/index.htmi (click on "Eugene Cernan 
Memorabilia"). To receive your member's discount and free regular shipping for online orders, type "GLPA 
Discount" in the Coupon Code field of the Yahoo! ordering page. For more information, contact Bart Benjamin by 
telephone at (708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 or bye-mail at bben.iamicmtriton.edu. 

Cernan Earth and Space Center; Triton College; 2000 Fifth Avenue; River Grove, IL 60171 
(708) 583-3100 www.triton.edu/cernan/index.html 



At the Coshocton Schools 
Planetarium, Dan Zielinski 
isn't exactly sitting down on the 
job, but his students and visitors 
are sitting in newfound 
comfort. In early August, new 
upholstered seats replaced 
archaic wooden ones that were 
older than the planetarium 
director! Dan expects to expand 

public programming as he begins his second year on the job 
and is actively seeking funding for laser and video systems. 
He also serves as the school's Dance Choreographer and 
Assistant Swim Coach and is a BGSU alum. 

At the Sidney Frohman Planetarium in Sandusky, 
Lois Wolf has also been overseeing summer renovations with 
the installation of new fire-resistant carpet and lots of new 
cabling to safely connect the planetarium's many slide and 
sfx projectors to the control panel. In programming efforts, 
Lois is at work resurrecting The Mars Show for a fresh 
apparition once all the equipment is up and running again. 

Fire safety renovations have also been in the works 
at the Fred Silk Planetarium at the Wilderness Center in 
Wilmot. The planetarium is housed in a room at the 
observatory that enjoys the dark outdoor skies of rural eastern 
Ohio, but a bright exit light was invading the indoor skies of 
the planetarium. Director Dave Ross and team devised a 
system to control the light and interface it with the fire alarm 
panel and received a legal variance to install this safely 
designed solution. The system is based on an exit lighting 
article by Dale Smith in RMP A's Planetarium Primer (an 
earlier version of this article appeared in the 1985 GLPA 
Conference Proceedings). 

Moving further east, the Ward Beecher 
Planetarium at Youngstown State University has a busy fall 
season in store. Two new shows open in September: Buhl 
Planetarium's The Search for Life in the Universe and 
Calgary Science Centre's Super Sky Show. A new in-house 
production, Flight, takes wing in October. A second new in
house children's show called Wi/bear's Adventure debuts at 
Ward Beecher in November. Wi/bear's Adventure is the story 
of a little bear who wants to fly, but he can't because he 
doesn't have wings. It covers the basic idea of flight, some 
mythology and constellations, and the Wright Brothers, and 
is geared for young children (pre-school through grade 2). It 
will be available to other planetariums for the cost of 
duplication (hopefully) by the end of September. Yet another 
children's program available for sharing for the cost of 
duplication will be the Christmas program George & 
Oatmeal Save Santa, an updated version of a favorite in
house show with all new illustrations (70+!) by George Reed. 
Watch Dome-L for more details on these fine programs, or, if 
you can't wait, e-mail Sharon Shanks now at 
slshanks@ysu.edu for information. 
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Moving still further east, the Edinboro University 
Planetarium in Edinboro, Pennsylvania has a full line-up of 
fall programs ready, including in-house productions and live 
performances highlighting Mars and the upcoming lunar 
eclipse. The World at Night is an original program that 
introduces younger audiences to the wonder of nighttime 
animals. Told through the eyes of a toad, children learn of 
many nocturnal animals and their adaptations that make them 
special. During the program, the audience is also introduced 
to Solomon, the wise old owl who helps them find some 
significant constellations. This program dovetails with the 
university's biology museum visit. Edmund Halley has also 
started making sporadic appearances as he tries to convince 
the public of a method to use next year's Venus transit to find 
the AU! He has been spotted twice at the Edinboro University 
Planetarium and those sightings will undoubtedly increase 
next spring. A couple of blurry pictures have been captured 
and will be shared at the GLP A Conference in Cleveland. 

Back in Ohio, Joe DeRocher and his team of 
Cleveland area planetarians are busy getting ready to host this 
fall's GLPA conference. Recent C.R.A.P. meetings have 
included much conference planning, even at the annual 
summer picnic in June hosted by Bob and Ingrid Sledz. Bob 
retired in June after many years of introducing students at the 
Garfield Heights High School to the wonders of astronomy. 
Though Garfield doesn't have a planetarium, Bob pioneered a 
distance learning center and used it in innovative ways to 
teach students in associated school systems as well as in 
Garfield. We wish Bob well in his retirement! 

On the west side of Cleveland, the Schuele 
Planetarium at the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center ran 
a Mammals to Mars program in mid-August, featuring a 
planetarium show about Mars followed by a nature walk. 
Observing sessions followed on selected dates in August and 
September. 

Finally, an item of unfortunate news. Alex Mak 
reports that the University of Toledo is cutting all financial 
support for the Ritter Planetarium, with the directive that 
the facility should become self-sufficient, and the planetarium 
has begun a fund-raising campaign. An immediate loss, 
however, is that the Education Specialist position held by Jeff 
Potter has been terminated due to the funding cutback. An 
alum of UT, Jeff had been on the staff at the Brest 
Planetarium in Jacksonville before returning to Ritter three 
years ago. We wish Jeff all success in his search for a new job 
and Alex all success in steering Ritter through the 
challenging days ahead. 

(STATE NEWS continues on page 20) 



In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet: 
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com 

Seeing is Believing! 

Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119 www.seilerinst.com 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.de 



Planetarium Learning and Teaching Opportunities 
Grants Awarded to GLP A Members 

submitted by 
Bernhard Beck-Winchatz 

DePaul University 

DePaul University and NASA's Office of Space Science (OSS) would like to 
congratulate the eight recipients 2003 Planetarium Learning and Teaching Opportunities 
(PLATO) grants. They are: 

• Cheri Adams (Boonshoft Museum of Discovery) 
Galaxy3: Hands-on Space Cube for Interactive Learning 

• Bart Benjamin (Cernan Earth and Space Center) 
Astronomy Educator Workshops 

• Chuck Bueter and Gene Zajac (Shaker Heights High School) 
How to Make a Must See TV Screen 

• David Hurd (Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) 
Constellations: A Sight to Behold 

• Mitch Luman (Evansville Museum of Arts, History and Science) 
Interactive Space Science Exhibits For Use in Planetaria and Science Museums 

• Peggy Motes (Muncie Community Schools Planetarium) 
Wonders of the Universe 

• Lori Schmetzer (Ritter Planetarium) 
Skywatchers of Africa 

• April Whitt (Fernbank Science Center) 
Auroral Activity: An Art and Science Project for Middle School Audiences 

The PLATO grants initiative is a part of DePaul University'S space science education and 
outreach program, and is funded by NASA. It was initiated at the 2000 GLP A conference 
in Chicago. This year marks the second round of awards. The goal of PLATO is to 
enhance planetarium-based astronomy and space science education for students, teachers, 
and the general public by providing funding of up to $1,000 to GLPA members who want 
to develop innovative new ideas that build on the resources and expertise of their 
planetarium. This years PLATO program drew 13 proposal submissions, of which 8 were 
approved for funding by an outside review panel, amounting to a total of $7,765. DePaul 
University hopes to continue the PLATO program in the future. Please check the PLATO 
web site at http://analyzer.depaul.eduINASABroker/GLPAI for updates. 

DePaul University's Space Science Center for Education and Outreach is one of seven 
regional broker/facilitators in OSS's Education Support Network. To learn more about 
ass's education program, and how you can get involved, please check our web site at 
http://analyzer.depaul.eduINASABroker, or contact Bernhard Beck-Winchatz by email 
at bbeckwin@depaul.edu or phone at (773) 325-4545. 
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IDEAS for Partnerships between Planetarians and 
Scientists 

submitted by 
Bernhard Beck-Winchatz 

DePaul University 

Partnerships between planetarium educators and professional astronomers/space 
scientists can be very effective. When both contribute their unique expertise and 
experience, they can create innovative education and public outreach programs that 
neither group could create on their own. A great example for such a partnership is the 
recent collaboration between GLP A planetarians Bob Bonadurer and Dave DeRemer 
with University of Illinois astronomer Dr. Jim Kaler on the development and production 
of the Stargazer planetarium show. The show was funded in part by an $18,000 grant 
from NASA's Initiative to Develop Education though Astronomy and Space Science 
(IDEAS). It was released during the 2002 GLP A conference in Menasha, Wisconsin, and 
is now available to the planetarium community for $150. 

The IDEAS Grant Program was created precisely for the purpose of promoting 
such partnerships. The Stargazer is only one example for the success planetarians have 
had in getting their projects funded. Here are just a few other examples from the past 
three years of the program: 

• GLP A member Chuck Bueter is partnering with NASA Glenn Research Center 
and the African American Museum in Cleveland on an interdisciplinary 
astronomy program for inner-city students. 

• Judy Brown from the Miami Museum of Science and Space Transit Planetarium 
is collaborating with scientists from Jet Propulsion Laboratory on an online 
expedition to support 9th grade Earth/space science curriculum. 

• Martin Radcliffe from Exloration Space, Inc. in Wichita, Kansas is working with 
Wichita State University's Department of Physics on a solar observing project for 
the general public, educators, and students. 

• The Flandrau Planetarium and Science Center in Tucson, Arizona and University 
of Arizona astronomers are working jointly on an expert system for public 
education and outreach in astronomy. 

• Wendy Ackerman from the Maryland Science Center is collaborating with Space 
Telescope Science Institute on a program that combines Hubble science with 
poetry. 

• Denise Young from the Morehead Planetarium and Science Center in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina is partnering with the University of North Carolina Physics and 
Astronomy Department on a robotic telescope project for high school students. 
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More details about each of these projects can be found at: 

http://ideas.stsci.edu/ideas-abstracts.shtml 

From the planetarium perspective, it is important to remember two essential 
points about the IDEAS Program: 1) the program is intended to support partnerships with 
professional astronomers/space scientists. The scientist(s) must have an active and clearly 
described role in your program. You may contact DePaul University Space Science 
Center staff if you would like assistance with finding suitable partners. 2) IDEAS grants 
are intended as start-up funds for new and innovative education programs. They cannot 
be used to provide continued support of existing programs. Equipment purchases are 
approved only in very limited circumstances. There are other important considerations, 
which are described in detail on the IDEAS web site at http://ideas.stsci.edu/. 

Initiative to Develop Education though Astronomy and Space Science (IDEAS) 
Proposal Deadline October 24,2003 
Awards Up to $20,000 for I-year programs 

Up to $50,000 for 2-year programs 
2002 IDEAS Program: 
Number of proposals submitted 78 
Number of proposals funded 15 
Total amount awarded $600,000 
Program Web site http://ideas.stsci.edu/ 
Questions? ideas@stsci.edu or 

bbeckwin@depauI.edu 
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Results of the GLP A Member NASA/OSS Survey 
Annual Conference, October, 2003 

Dr. Jeanne E. Bishop, Editor/Project Coordinator 

At the 2003 Great Lakes 
Planetarium Association Conference in 
Menasha, Wisconsin, a very detailed written 
survey regarding present and desirable 
NASA educational services was distributed. 
Questions about population and auxiliary 
equipment were included. Thank you to all 
who took the time to complete this survey. 
Thanks, also, to Dr. Bernhard Beck
Winchatz and other DePaul staff, who 
transcribed individual answers to an Excel 
spreadsheet and tallied the responses. The 
following are major results, with added 
comments from the GLP A Executive 
Committee. 

The majority of the 36 respondents 
are from planetariums with 1-3 staff 
members (see Figure 1). Although 9 
respondents noted an annual attendance in 
excess of 30,000, 22 respondents have 
annual attendances of 15,000 or fewer. 
Based on these figures, the projected 
number of visitors served by the 
approximately 150 planetariums in the 
GLP A community each year is 3.6 million. 
The types of population served by 
planetariums with different numbers of staff 
and different total attendance appears to be 
similar: almost all serve both students and 
adults, most serve suburban and rural 
audiences, and about half serve inner city 
audiences. 

About two-thirds of the respondents 
can download and project images. Thus, it is 
still very important that images are made 
available in alternate formats, such as slides. 
Many different NASA web sites are used. 
When asked for preferred image format, the 
results were as follows: 

JPEG: 17 
GIF: 5 
TIFF: 1 
"Doesn't Matter": 16 
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Figure 1: Number of planetarium staff. The number of 
respondents is shown in square brackets. Note that almost 
50% of the respondents work at planetariums with a staff of 
1. As explained in the Comments below, the true percentage 
of such very small facilities is probably even higher. 

F or prepared programs, almost all 
use slides and CD sound. About half use 
VHS and a third use DVD; about half use 
CD with PowerPoint and about 113 use 
cassette sound. Only six can use and want 
panorama projections. The consistent 
message from the survey is again that while 
some planetariums do have the latest 
technology available to them, the best way 
to serve a significant "low-tech" sub-set of 
the community is to provide quality low
tech resources. Some members of the GLP A 
Executive Committee note that the very best 
cost-effective use of funds for planetariums 
is slides and written comments from 
scientists. 

A common problem with existing 
multi-media planetarium programs is that 
the developers either did not design them 
with small planetariums in mind, or that 
perhaps they did not fully understand the 
small planetarium environment. This is 
reflected in the response to the questions of 
who should prepare programs produced with 
NASA grants, the results were as follows. 
The choices are listed here from most to 



least desirable, although the categories were 
not listed in this order in the survey: 

a) NASA scientists and planetarium 
advisory committee with production by a 
capable planetarium staff: 29 

b) NASA scientists with production by a 
capable planetarium staff: 15 

c) Large planetariums: 4 

d) NASA scientists with a commercial 
production company: 3 

The message is clear: Planetarians 
believe that the only way to ensure that the 
products meet their needs is to involve 
members from their community in 
development and production. They do not 
want big planetariums, production 
companies, NASA or anyone else 
developing and producing programs for 
them without their involvement. 

When asked about format of multi
media planetarium programs produced with 
NASA grants, the results were as follows. 

Taped, but with live components: 24 

Taped, including scientists speaking: 22 

Taped, with 1 or 2 narrators: 20 

Taped, with characters in a story line: 18 

Suggested script to be given live with 
provided effects: 14 

Do not care: 7 

A number of topics were listed as 
desirable topics for multi-media programs 
produced with NASA grants, which reflects 
the diverse interests of planetarians and 
planetarium visitors. The topics cover all 
four Space Science Education Forums and 
include extra-solar planets, the Big Bang, 
sun-planet interaction, collisions, how 
satellites benefit us, and the next generation 
of space telescopes. Programs that are 
divided into independent or near
independent sections, so that individual 
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sections can be used for different purposes 
are very desirable. 

One of the great strengths of 
planetariums is the ability to bring 
astronomy and space science to life for a 
large and diverse audience, and to present it 
as a human experience. There is broad 
interested in the community to include the 
people who do the planning, research, and 
engineering in their programs. Most (26) 
respondents said they are interested in 
having a NASA speaker at their 
planetariums. Astronomy Day was listed by 
6 respondents as the desired occasion for the 
visits. Other occasions listed were: 
planetarium meetings, teacher workshops, 
Space Week, Earth Day, annual big events 
for institutions, near times of major 
discoveries, and at the time a NASA exhibit 
is present. The number of expected 
attendees for a NASA speaker varied from 
less than 50 to over 300. 

Planetarians generally already are 
very well trained in basic space science. The 
challenge is to stay up-to-date with the latest 
developments, and to gain access to 
information and materials that are useful in a 
planetarium setting. The professional 
development needs of planetarians are 
unique, and, for example, quite different 
from the needs of classroom teachers. About 
half of the respondents had attended NASA 
workshops, and all but one said they were 
interested in future workshops designed for 
planetarians. As with planetarium programs, 
there is a wide range of interests in 
professional development workshop topics, 
covering all areas of space science research 
and engineering. The workshop topic of 
cosmology was listed by 10 respondents and 
the topic of extra-solar planets was listed by 
6 respondents. Other desired workshop 
topics listed were: Cassini (5), ISS (5), 
Hubble discoveries (4), latest astronomical 
discoveries (4), solar system (3), space 
telescopes (3), new research (3), dark matter 
(2), and meteorite/asteroid research (2). 
Receiving one listing each were current and 
upcoming human missions, collisions, 
planetary evolution, microbial life, Huygens, 
aeronautics, molecules in space, rocketry, 



SETI, probes to the planets, Chandra, and 
space exploration. 

All respondents said that they are 
interested in continued periodic updates by 
scientists. GLP A is fortunate to have an 
astronomical update by Dr. James Kaler 
every year at the annual conference. Similar 
updates about current NASA programs also 
have been well-received and are highly 
desirable. Further, currently 7 respondents 
find video recordings of NASA panel 
updates useful and 15 think they could be 
useful if they had access to them. (There is a 
need for more widespread cable inclusion of 
the NASA Select channel; it would be useful 
if NASA/aSS could find ways for cable 
companies throughout the country to carry 
this channel. Perhaps a small subsidy could 
be extended to a cable channel for carrying 
this channel for the first year where it is not 
now carried.) 

An important role played by 
planetarians, which frequently is overlooked 
by outsiders, is that of provider of space 
science professional development for K-12 
teachers. This explains why most (26) 
respondents are interested in presenting 
teacher workshops utilizing NASA 
materials. Desired NASA-developed 
materials for teacher workshops, given by 
pianetarians, most frequently listed, are 
(activity) lesson plans and slides. For the 
most useful types of handout NASA 
materials used by planetarians for different 
purposes, visual materials and curriculum 
materials were listed most frequently. Many 
(20) noted that posters, booklets, and 
postcards are currently useful and are 
desirable for future use. The NASA Lunar 
and Meteorite Sample Program currently is 
useful to 16 respondents and more (17) think 
it would be useful if they are trained. Over 
half of respondents (21) said that they 
previously have disseminated NASA 
handouts to teachers. One-third of 
respondents said that they anticipate 
collaborating on K-12 projects related to 
National Standards and Benchmarks; about 
half previously have been involved in 
curriculum development. 
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Only 2 of the respondents currently 
use traveling exhibits, but 28 noted that they 
would be useful if developed and made 
available. The fact that so many planetarians 
are interested in such exhibits while so few 
actually use the ones that are available 
seems to indicate that the existing exhibits 
do not meet the needs of the majority of 
planetarians. Possibilities for why the two 
are not commensurate are 1) invitations to 
receive existing exhibits are not extended to 
small planetariums, 2) costs involved in 
using the exhibits are prohibitive for many 
planetariums, and/or 3) intimidating paper 
work is required for use of the exhibits. 
Further research IS needed to better 
understand this situation. 

Further Comments: 

1. The sample size of 36 may seem small, 
but the Executive Committee concludes that 
the survey responses reflect the needs of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association. 

2. The Executive Committee notes that the 
responses of the survey alone are not the 
only way that the Committee has "taken the 
pulse" of the membership. We hear many 
informal comments at both the annual 
GLP A meeting and at state meetings. Some 
people commented to the Editor that they 
did not complete the survey because a) they 
are now retired from planetarium work, b) 
they felt they were "slnall" with much less 
equipment than other planetariums, and c) 
they were so busy with responsibilities 
(including at least three on the GLP A 
Executive Committee) that they did not 
complete the survey. The Committee agrees 
that large planetariums seem somewhat 
over-represented by the number of 
respondents. To further explain the apparent 
overrepresentation, it may be that there were 
more individuals from large planetariums 
who could afford to attend the conference in 
Menasha, Wisconsin. Menasha is some 
distance away from large concentrations of 
planetariums in Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan. Thus we conclude that there are 
more GLP A planetariums with only one 
staff member and very Ininimal auxiliary 



equipment than what is represented by the 
results of the survey. 

It is very important that NASA/OSS 
understands that in order to effectively work 
with the planetarium community, it has to 
directly address the needs of small 
planetariums, and that these needs 
frequently are very different from the needs 
of large planetariums. 

Although not a part of this GLP A 
survey, and this survey did not request dome 
size, we note the following related 
information considering all planetariums. 
Mark C. Petersen, in his annual "Tallying 
the World's Planetarium Attendance," an 
annual posting to the sci.astro.planetarium 
newsgroup, projects the number of visitors 
to all planetariums. For domes of 3 to 6 
meters, Petersen projects 2,288,655 visitors 
or 9.3% of the total. For all planetariums 
with domes of 6 to 9 meters Petersen 
projects 3,428,000 visitors or 13.9% of the 
total. And for all planetariums with 
small/medium-diameter domes of 9-12 
meters Petersen projects 5,845,479 visitors 
or 23.8% of the total. Although each 
smaller-dome planetarium has fewer 
visitors, the huge number of the small-dome 
facilities makes the number of visitors 
served substantial. 

3. The survey results with Executive 
Committee reflection notes that the 
production model of a large planetarium 
planning and producing a planetarium 
program which will be used by many small 
planetariums, with no cooperation or input 
from the educators in the small 
planetariums, should be eliminated from 
NASA policy. Years of experience has 
shown that this model does not lead to 
products that are effective in small 
planetariums. The overwhelming choice of a 
production model is NASA scientists and 
planetarium advisory committee with 
production by a capable planetarium staff. 
GLP A has used this model in developing 
very successful programs for its members. 
GLPA produced Stargazer in 2002-2003, 
utiiizing expertise of directors from both 
large and small planetariums, with an NASA 
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IDEAS grant. This program has features that 
make it useful to most planetariums 
represented by GLP A members. It may be 
noted that some members of the GLP A 
Executive Committee have had negative 
first-hand experiences of being told that 
large planetariums were producing programs 
under grant for small planetariums, 
programs in which no advice was asked or 
wanted from the small planetarium 
professionals. 

4. The Executive Committee notes that 
there are many planetariums that present live 
(non-recorded) programs, with the majority 
preferring a Inixture of taped and live parts. 
The segmented recorded program, which 
would give many opportunities for live 
parts, along with a written script, would be 
valuable for many planetariums. 

5. The Executive Committee notes a very 
strong need and desire for professional 
development using NASA resources and 
resource people. A cosmology short-course, 
now being planned for planetarium 
professionals under an NSF-funded Center 
for Cosmological Astrophysics in 
September, 2003, at the University of 
Chicago could be a model for future 
dissemination forums for NASA/OSS to 
planetariums. 

6. The Executive Committee notes that 
because there are so many NASA resources 
and web pages (thousands), it is difficult to 
find the best resources in an efficient 
manner. We wonder if there is some way to 
consolidate NASA-sponsored web sites. We 
also suggest that a future collaboration focus 
of planetarium professionals with NASA 
could be a plan to sort out and disseminate a 
list of web resources most useful to 
planetariums. We further suggest that a 
central link for data about the history of 
NASA education projects would be helpful. 
F or example, some would like to know the 
total history of which planetarium programs 
have been supported by NASA, when and 
by whom they were produced, and who or 
the facility could give further information 
about them. 



7. The Executive Committee, reflecting on 
survey responses and informal comments, 
enthusiastically suggests that NASA/aSS 
use the forum of a planetarium program to 
produce a program about NASA 
accomplishments. As noted above, we 
suggest that it be made with included advice 
from professionals with planetariums of 
limited staff and technology. This would be 
an ideal opportunity for NASA to publicize 
to many its operations and successes in 
astronomy, space, and spin-offs. Spin-offs 
are not widely known by the general public, 
and planetariums could help spread this 
important message. 

8. The detailed survey was the result of 
thoughtful ideas from many active GLP A 
members. GLP A members who assisted 
Jeanne Bishop with the survey's design 
were: Bart Benjamin, Chuck Bueter, Susan 
Button, Geoffrey Holt, David Leake, Gary 
Sampson, and Mary Schindewolf. The 
Executive Committee, which carefully 
reviewed the survey results are: Gary 
Sampson, President; Jeanne Bishop, Past
President; Joseph DeRocher, Vice-President; 
Robert Bonadurer, Secretary-Treasurer; Bart 
Benjamin, Newsletter Editor; Susan Button, 
Representative to the International 
Planetarium Society; David DeRemer, 
Education Chair; Geoffrey Holt, 
Instructional Materials Chair; Gary 
Tomlinson, Conference Planning Chair; 
Arthur Klinger, Sponsor Liaison Chair, 
Christopher Janssen, Membership Chair, and 
Dale Smith, Conference Proceedings Editor. 

9. The Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
very much appreciates the opportunity to 
work closely with NASA and the ass. We 
hope the results of this survey will be used 
as an ongoing guide. The results should help 
to determine programs and procedures that 
will assist planetariums in disseminating 
information about astronomy and space 
projects. The large number of visitors who 
attend GLP A planetariums will benefit 
immensely from this NASA/aSS GLPA 
partnership. 
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10. Detailed survey data is available on 
request from Bernhard Beck-Winchatz 
(bbeckwin@depaul.edu). An appendix of 
the tallied information will be prepared and 
added to this document. 

STATE NEWS 
(continued from page 9) 

Minneapolis is still alive and kicking, 
although still domeless. It has formed the 
Minnesota Planetarium Society, a new non-profit 
organization composed of business executives, 
educators and astronomers who understand that a 
planetarium provides an essential educational 
experience. A private capital campaign will start 
soon. Minneapolis is still selling its star shows 
(two to South Korea) and working a securing 
educational grants from NASA. 

In Stevens Point, Mars Quest from 
Loch Ness will be playing all fall. Then Winter 
Wonders from Minneapolis will be playing 
during the holidays. That show will also play in 
La Crosse and Waukesha, who are also 
presenting Dayton's show on the 100th 
anniversary of flight. 

Travelling across the Dairyland, we find 
last year's GLP A conference host, the Barlow 
Planetarium in Menasha, playing its own Stars 
in my Summer Sky and Bishop's Explorers of 
Mauna Kea. 

In Eau Claire, they will show their own 
Mr. Genius Tours the Solar System, GLP A's The 
Stargazer, and a live version using IDA's Saving 
the Night slides. 

Marc Rouleau at the Paulucci in 
Hibbing will get some new help with staff 
addition Joel Carlson and he is also featuring a 
new automation system. While Minneapolis is 
still closed, Dennis Brinkman at the Como 
Planetarium in Saint Paul will again take school 
groups from outside his district and provide a 
small offering of public shows. 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2002-2003: 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Canal Fulton, Ohio 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

Bowen Productions 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Evans and Sutherland 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

GOTO Optical Manufacturing 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

MegaSystems and Minolta 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
Representative: Phil Groce 

Spitz 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Alan Wells 

PATRON SPONSORS 

Ash Enterprises 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: John Hare 

East Coast Control Systems 
Bigler, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Seiler Instruments 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Orlando, Florida 
Representative: Joanne Young 

SUSTAINING SPONSORS 

Sky-Skan 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Representative: Steve Savage 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Gary Sampson 

Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, or what's a 
heaven for? 

- Robert Browning 

As GLPA moves through the winter of its 38th year, 
these words of Robert Browning are very prophetic. For the 
last 38 years, we, as an organization, have literally reached 
for the heavens in our work as planetarians. And, as I write 
my last presidential message, I am especially pleased that we, 
as an organization, have honored one of our own, Dr. Dale 
Smith, who was named the first recipient of the GLP A 
Galileo Award. Dale received the Galileo Award for his 
outstanding efforts in carrying his work with GLP A to the 
international planetarium community. 

Dale Smith received the Galileo Award at the GLP A 
banquet during our annual conference in Cleveland, Ohio on 
October 25. The Cleveland conference was jam-packed with 
five outstanding lectures, several workshops, 25 presented 
papers, 11 posters, vendor presentations, numerous 
planetarium programs including the premiere of the "Transit 
of Venus" program, and even a chance to tour the Shaker 
Space Station Simulation Bus. Some of us even had a chance 
to sing along with Jeff Bowen at the Shaker Heights 
Planetarium, where host Gene Zajac demonstrated new 
equipment installed by Bowen and East Coast Controls, 
followed by a concert under the stars. Again we were awed by 
the many vendor demonstrations, especially the all-dome 
video projection systems that are now available for medium 
and small domes. 

All in all, it was a truly outstanding conference, 
thanks to the extraordinary work by host Joe DeRocher, 
director of the Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History. Joe and the Cleveland-area planetarians 
who assisted him are to be congratulated for putting together 
another memorable conference. 

In addition to Dale Smith's Galileo Award, 
Honorary Life Awards were presented to Roger 
Grossenbacher, Dan Smith, and to Dr. John Rosemergy. 
GLPA Fellow Awards were given to John Hare, Roy Kaelin, 
and to Keith Turner. Jeanne Bishop was recognized for her 
work with GLP A as Past President. 

At our annual business meeting, we elected Bob 
Bonadurer as President-elect, Mary Schindewolf as 
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SecretaryITreasurer, and Chuck Bueter as new IPS 
representative. Lisa Daly was named as our new chair of 
Development, replacing Art Klinger, who has done an 
outstanding job in working with our vendors over the past 
five years. Sue Button is rotating off of the executive 
committee after seven years as our IPS representative. 
Congratulations are due to our newly-elected officers, and to 
Art and Sue for their many contributions to GLPA. 

Even if you were not able to attend the fall 
conference, you will be receiving several member benefits 
that were announced in Cleveland. Thanks to the work of Art 
Klinger and Chuck Bueter, you will receive a DVD and CD 
of the "Transit of Venus" planetarium program. Through the 
work of Gene Zajac and Gary Tomlinson, you will receive a 
new "Music TIPS" booklet and CD documenting more than 
1,000 astronomy-related songs. And our conference 
Proceedings will arrive in a CD format with the usual texts of 
the presented papers plus candid photos from our conference. 

(continued on page 7) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

What a wonderful conference we all enjoyed in 
Cleveland! If you were unable to attend, you can still enjoy 
some of the many photographs taken by Jeanne Bishop, 
which appear on the cover and on pages 14 and 15. My 
sincere thanks to Jeanne Bishop for the use of her fine 
photographs! You should also take a few minutes to read the 
minutes of the GLPA Executive Committee Meeting and 
Annual Business Meeting (prepared by SecretaryITreasurer 
Bob Bonadurer for the last time), which begin on page 16. 

In the last issue of the GLPA Newsletter, an article 
by Dr. Jeanne E. Bishop titled "Results of the GLP A Member 
NASA/aSS Survey" appeared, but not quite in its entirety. 
On pages 11 and 12 of this issue of the GLPA Newsletter is 
the concluding "Appendix to NASA/aSS Survey." 

Please note that the deadline for the Spring issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2004. Please submit 
your facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. 
Thank you! 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! I hope that 2004 will be a wonderful year for you, 
your family, and your planetarium 



STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chainnan: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chainnan: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(260) 432-8786 
parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chainnan: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chainnan: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN I MINNESOTA 

Chainnan: Bob Bonadurer 
250 Marquette Avenue #400 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
rjbonadurer@mplib.org 
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NEWS 

In December, the Lakeview Museum 
Planetarium will be presenting 
Storybook Sky on Saturday mornings, 
and Season of Light and Message 
from the Stars on weekend 
afternoons. Message from the Stars 
was written and produced by our 
Museum Studies intern from Bradley 
University as his senior project. It 
will continue through January 17, 
when African Skies, from the Adler 
Planetarium, opens as the feature 

show through February. Oceans in Space from Loch Ness 
opens in March. Starting in January, the Saturday morning 
show time will feature "The Basic Astronomy Series," a 13-
week series of (mostly) live, interactive lessons from our 
repertory of school lessons, adapted for presentation to the 
general family and scout group audience. Each program is 
preceded by a walk-up tabletop activity. Each Saturday at 
noon (through April) will feature one of our four programs 
suitable for preschoolers. This has been the planetarium's 
fastest growing audience segment. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College will bring back its two popular holiday shows -
Celebrations of Winter and the Winter Wonderlight laser light 
show. Also playing will be the children's show Dinosaurs in 
Space and two other laser light shows, Zeppelin Unbound and 
Dark Side o/Oz. This fall, the Cernan Center hosted two all
day astronomy education workshops for Chicago Public 
School teachers who participated in the Museum Partners 
Science Program. 

From Roy Kaelin, who now teaches astronomy 
classes at several Chicago-area colleges and universities, 
including Triton College, comes this: "I hope to infonn 
Illinois planetarians (soon) on some work I've been doing 
with both astro-computer programs and with telescopes. For 
example, at last year's GLPA conference I presented a poster 
paper on astro-programs that I was working on for the 
computerized classroom; I hope that by the next GLP A 
conference I'll have more programs (in book-like fonnat) to 
present in-person at the Detroit conference. Also, I'm having 
a local machine shop fashion an updated version of a 
telescope that I believe holds promise as a useful tool for 
astro-instruction. I've written a couple articles about this 
fairly unique 'scope over the past year (both of which are 
available through www.amateurastronomy.com) and am 
also giving talks about it at Triton College in November and 
in Naperville next January. Details will be forthcoming later." 



The Adler Planetarium in Chicago will continue to 
present Search for Alien Worlds and Skywatchers of Africa in 
the Sky Theater. Joining these programs, starting in January, 
will be a daily live update of news from Mars. Visitors will 
also have the opportunity to view stereoscopic polarized 
images from Mars in our Milky Way exhibit gallery. These 
images will be updated within 24 hours of receiving them 
from the Red Planet, which should prove to be very exciting. 
Adler will also continue with their popular programs Alien 
Encounters and Journey to Infinity in the StarRider Theater. 
Alien Encounters will be replaced in the spring with the 
premiere of The Future is Wild, a full dome video version of 
the popular Animal Planet TV series. Also extended through 
the month of May is the exhibit "Stranded in an Alien Lab." 

Director Ron Kaitchuck reports that: 
during the week of the Mars 
opposition both the Ball State 
University Planetarium and the 
observatory were open to the public. 
On the night of August 27 
approximately 3,000 people stood in 
line for as long as 2 l;2 hours to look 
through one of the telescopes. In total 
for the week approximately 4,500 
went through the obsenratory and 
another 300 saw the Loch Ness 

production Mars Quest in the planetarium. The obsenratory 
attendance broke all obsenratory records for the 37 years of its 
operation. The staff enjoyed a quiet September. In October 
and November the planetarium is offering its own program: 
Postcards from Space: Images from the Hubble Space 
Telescope. 

The Merrillville Community Planetarium 
celebrated its 30th birthday in October 2003. The planetarium 
presented The Wright Way to Fly for its fall public show. 
Each audience member received a piece of cookie cake as a 
part of the birthday celebration. Greg Williams is the 
Director. 

The E. C. Schouweiler Planetarium, University of 
S1. Francis, F1. Wayne, had an October luncheon open house 
for University Administration and Faculty. The purpose was 
to showcase recent the upgrades made possible by a 
University technology upgrade. Attendees were treated to a 
screening of the JHE production of Welcome to the Universe, 
following a half hour live presentation by Director Alan 
Pareis and Technician Chris Highlen. The presentation 
utilized computer graphics and slides segued into fully 
planetarium presentation clips of A Solar System Adventure 
Tour, and The StarGazer demonstrating the flexibility and 
real-time capabilities of the planetarium's new Bowen Astro 
FX Commander automation and six projector three screen 
system, The planetarium also began its first ever regular once 
a month week-end programming,. The StarGazer was the 
OctoberlNovember Show. Star of Bethlehem 2003 was the 
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feature for three weekends of December and the December 
school group show. 

As the snowflakes begin 
to gently flutter to the 
ground and the deep 
freeze of winter sets in, 
Michigan planetaria 
embark on a very busy 
holiday season. 

Dave DeBruyn 
from Chaffee 
Planetarium in Grand 
Rapids reports that he 
had a wonderful trip to 
northern California in 

mid-October. He got to stay up at Lick Obsenratory at night, 
and also visited the Chabot Space and Science center near 
Oakland. There, through a fully restored historic 20-inch 
refractor, he had the best view of Mars he can remember. He 
also saw what is unquestionably the best artificial sky he has 
seen in his nearly forty years in the planetarium business, 
produced by a Zeiss M-IIIV projector with fiber optics -
absolutely mind blowing! "You could take out your binoculars 
and do deep sky observing," he added. The Public Museum of 
Grand Rapids is currently featuring (through early March) an 
exhibition of Plains Indian art entitled "Tribes of the 
Buffalo." To accompany this exhibition, the planetarium 
presents a Digistar-based version of the Adler Planetarium 
show Spirits from the Sky - Thunder on the Land, which is 
based on Skidi Paunee sky lore. This show includes some 
visual enhancements added by former production manager 
Mark Perkins and current systems specialist Ethan Brown. 
For the holiday season, the planetarium will also be running 
concurrently its Loch Ness show Tis the Season and popular 
laser light show Holiday Festival of Lights. Beginning in 
January, the Chaffee produced show Voyage to Infinity will 
be featured simultaneously with Spirits from the Sky -
Thunder on the Land There will also be weekend evening 
laser light shows featuring the music of Pink Floyd and 
Radiohead. 

In East Lansing, Abrams Planetarium will be 
presenting Loch Ness' Season of Light in November and 
December as their feature show. Their children's show during 
that time will be The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket. 
Starting in January, they will present as their feature show 
Milky Way Legacy, an original production of Abrams 
Planetarium based on a script written by Ken Croswell. At the 
same time, they will premiere The Little Star That Could as 
their children's show. 

The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Plymouth will offer 
a series of eight, stand-alone, 90-minute, lecture/star shows 
on Thursday evenings. The titles will be: "Amateur 
Telescopes;" "History of the Universe;" "Inner Planets;" 
"Outer Planets;" "Asteroids, Comets and Meteors;" 



"Variable, Double, and Binary Stars;" "Searching for E.T.I.;" 
and "The Milky Way and Galaxies." 

The Henry Ford Community College Planetarium 
in Dearborn has successfully begun hosting field trips and its 
first -ever public shows utilizing its new East Coast 
equipment. Ash Enterprises will be installing a new control 
panel this spring. All equipment was purchased with grant 
money. Their director hopes to secure time to write and 
produce additional shows with the new equipment. Matt 
Linke from the University of Michigan is serving as a 
consultant on all current projects. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is gearing up 
for the arrival of the various spacecrafts to Mars and Saturn 
in 2004. After their seasonallholiday programs, they will 
feature Ring World and The StarGazer in an attempt to 
increase public awareness and excitement. 

The Dassault Systemes Planetarium at the New 
Detroit Science Center opened their weather show Blown 
Away - The Wild World of Weather in mid-September. Blown 
Away was created by the DSP staff in cooperation with WDIV 
Channel 4' s Big Picture Weather team of five meteorologists, 
who narrate the show and make video appearances 
throughout. Show producer Jenny Pon led the staff in the 
production of the McDonnell Planetarium's classic show The 
Little Star That Could, which opened for school groups in 
mid-November and will premiere to the public in January. 
Also in January, the planetarium will present Loch Ness 
Productions' Mars Quest, which will open alongside the 
"Mars Quest" exhibit. 

Beginning in January, Longway Planetarium in 
Flint will present The Mystery Of The Missing Seasons from 
Bowen Productions and Mars Quest from Loch Ness. Laser 
Odyssey continues on Friday and Saturday nights with 
Metallica and The Beatles. The Family Science activities 
continue with the return of "Eye Dissections" in January and 
the "How to Use Your New Telescope" workshop in February. 
Brownie and Junior Girl Scout badge workshops continue on 
most Saturday mornings. 

NOTE: The Longway Planetarium will be hosting 
the GLP A State Meeting in 2004. The two tentative dates 
would be either May 8 or May 15, 2004. If anyone has a 
preference for the date, please email Richard Walker at 
rwalker@longway.org. More details to follow. 

Kalamazoo Valley Museum's Universe Theater 
and Planetarium will be running the programs Space Bus on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons and Orion Nights: A Guide 
to the Winter Sky on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons. Space Bus was created by the Strasenburg 
Planetarium, while Orion Nights was produced in-house. 
Production of a new program, tentatively entitled Stories of 
the Seasons, is now underway, with an opening planned for 
September. The program covers the astronomical cause of the 
seasons, the regional influences on weather (Lake Michigan), 
and frames it in stories form the local Hispanic communities 
culture. 
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Northern Michigan University's Seaborg Math & 
Science Center is currently employing Scott Stobbelaar to 
take a StarLab around to schools in Marquette and Alger 
Counties. After 29 years in a planetarium building, Scott has 
noticed that it's quite a change, but feels blessed to be able to 
continue teaching astronomy to school children. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson ran The 
Explorers (of Polynesia) as their featured public show during 
late October and early November. Presentations of Season of 
Light and The Wright Way to Fly from Dayton are slated for 
December and early 2004. 

Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills debuted Holiday Laser Magic, a holiday 
laser light show, which will run through the first week of 
January. In addition, they hosted a successful Lunar Eclipse 
Event on November 8th, taught two month long introductory 
astronomy courses, and rolled out a new, multi-visit, in-depth 
school group offering known as "Cranbrook Cosmic College". 
In January, staff astronomers will once again host a 
"Telescope Users Workshop". Also in January, they'll debut 
Skywatchers of Africa from Adler and More Than Meets The 
Eye from Loch Ness. 

Doris Forror invites all 
interested Ohio planetarians to 
join with her in responding to 
concerns about astronomy 
benchmarks in the new Ohio 
Academic Standards. She 
writes: "Are you also concerned 
about the substance of the 
astronomy benchmarks in the 
new Ohio Academic Standards? 

We are forming a group to develop a response to those 
concerns. We plan to meet electronically this winter and face 
to face at the Youngstown Ohio meeting in April. To join us, 
please e-mail Doris Forror at dforror@avonlake.lib.oh.us or 
snail mail her at 33784 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake, OH 
44012." For further information on the benchmarks and 
points of concern, see Doris' paper in the 2003 GLPA 
Conference Proceedings. 

The goblins were also out in the Shaker Heights 
Planetarium, where Gene Zajac writes that the astronomy 
club performed their Halloween program to fifth and sixth 
graders and to a group of high schoolers. In similar good 
spirits, Gene hosted a star party for the lunar eclipse on Nov. 
8th. Visitors from Shaker's elementary schools especially 
enjoyed the gastroastronomy part of the evening, including 
Moon pies, Oreos, and chocolate candies to measure the size 
of the moon. (Hmm, is this an example of thought for food?) 
Earlier in the year Gene held a "Tribute to Galileo" 
planetarium program. First graders and their parents - 150 
people all told - came to see the program and participate in 
two hands-on workshops. Next up on Gene's calendar is to 



develop public programs for the Mars lander and the rings of 
Saturn. 

There's been no time for Pittsburgh's goblins to 
gather dust in the North Hills High School Planetarium 
either, where Susan Batson has a busy series of public 
programs on tap: Stargate - Ancient Horizons in November, 
Winter Wonders in December, and a live interactive program 
in January focusing on the MER landings on Mars and the 
Stardust encounter with Comet Wild. Almost daily sixth 
grade lessons in astronomy began the first week of November 
and will continue through March. Chemistry classes continue 
to see Clouds of Fire as part of their curriculum. Susan also 
plans to try getting the Pittsburgh Area Planetarium 
Association (PAPA) back up and running. (Hmm, would that 
make her mama of the PAPAs?) 

Sharon Shanks writes from Youngstown State 
University that they're still working on next year's schedule, 
but it will include a live program on positional astronomy by 
Rick Pirko titled Where's the Moon at Noon? YSU's Saturday 
afternoon family programs continue to be popular, and in 
2004, one Saturday afternoon a month will be devoted to 
hands-on family astronomy activities. They'll use ASP's 
Family Astro materials and some projects developed in-house. 
Sharon also adds a note to planetariums who have received 
the children's programs George and Oatmeal Save Santa and 
Wi/bear's Adventure: "student employee and early childhood 
education major Elizabeth Ruban is busy at work producing 
teacher's guides and related material. (This is the first time a 
student has been hired specifically to prepare education 
material.) Watch your e-mail for details." 

Speaking of YSU programs running elsewhere, the 
fall show at the Bowling Green State University 
Planetarium was the YSU production Centuries, a program 
telling the story of Ohio from ice age to space age, all in time 
for Ohio's 2003 bicentennial. Though director Dale Smith 
can often be seen lurking around the planetarium at 1 a.m., 
the Mars opposition in August provided the first-ever 
opportunity for a public show at that hour. It was the third 
full-house showing that evening of the Loch Ness production 
MarsQuest, while hundreds of other visitors queued up for a 
look at the red planet through BGSU's half-meter telescope. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (continued from page 3) 

As your president for the past two years, I have truly 
enjoyed working with the executive committee, the 
membership, and the vendors. GLP A is really an outstanding 
organization, one that really gets things done. In fact, Dr. 
Jeffrey Rosendahl, Education Director of NASA's Office of 
Space Science, after hearing of our work, declared that there 
should be a new verb in the English language: to glpa, that is, 
to get things done! 

Best wishes for the Holiday Season and keep 
reaching for the heavens! 
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New Planetaria! 
A new Planetarium is going up in the Forest View 

Middle School in Brainerd, Minnesota, thanks to new GLP A 
member Brian Wallace. In Waukesha, Wisconsin, Dave 
DeRemer continues to plan for a new 40-foot planetarium. In 
Des Moines, Iowa they are building a new Science Center 
with a new planetarium. And of course Minneapolis is not 
dead yet. So Congrats to all - the stars continue to shine. 

Shows! Shows! Shows! 
Tis the Season (Loch Ness) is playing at the Gary 

Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa, the Madison S.D. 
Planetarium in Madison, and at the Barlow Planetarium in 
Menasha, Wisconsin. In January through March, 
Wauwatosa's director Todd DeZeeuw will run his programs 
titled The Structure of the Visible Universe, The Big Bang -
Origin of the Universe? and Dark Energy, Dark Matter -
What is this Stuff? 

Another great holiday show, Winter Wonders 
(Minneapolis Planetarium), is playing in four places -
LaCrosse, Waukesha, and Stevens Point, Wisconsin and 
Marshall, Minnesota! Waukesha and LaCrosse are presenting 
Endless Horizon (Hansen) in February and Amazing 
Stargazing (Minneapolis Planetarium) in March. Up north in 
Hibbing, Minnesota, Marc Rouleau will present The Wright 
Way to Fly (Dayton) and The Little Star That Could 
(McDonnell - St. Louis). He will also present the film Solar 
Max in March. 

Como Planetarium in Saint Paul recently hosted a 
"Discovering the Night Sky" class through the University of 
Minnesota. The Minnesota Planetarium Society (while still 
domeless) was able to attract around 1,000 people to its 
telescopes at five sites throughout the metro area. One of 
them was at the ASTC Conference in Saint Paul, hosted by 
the Science Museum of Minnesota. 

A reminder that the DVD called Volcano in the Sky: 
The Story of Eta Carinae a 12-minute mini-documentary is 
available from the Minnesota Planetarium for duplication 
costs of $10. Call Bob Bonadurer at (612) 630-6151, or e
mail him at rjbonadurer@mplib.org. 



In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet: 
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com 

Seeing is Believing! 

Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119 www.seilerinst.com 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.de 



BULLETIN BOARD 
CORRECTION 

One of the Patron Sponsors of the 2003 GLPA 
Conference had their company's Internet address incorrectly 
given in the conference vendor list that was mailed to 
delegates after the conference. 

Sundial LLC, based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and 
represented by Vince Grupi, maintains a website at 
http://thinktheearth.net. The URL that was listed on the 
vendor list was that of another, unrelated company. GLP A 
apologizes for this mistake. Please make this correction to 
your vendor list. 

WANTED: SHORT ARTICLE 
ABOUT THE 2003 CONFERENCE 

From April Witt: 

I'd like to ask anyone who may be interested in 
writing a paragraph or two about the 2003 GLP A conference 
in Cleveland to please do so. It would help the History 
Committee greatly. Thank you! 

ASTRONOMY DAY 2004 
From Gary Tomlinson: 

Astronomy Day, 2004 will be on Saturday, April 
24. Its theme will be the Transit of Venus. For more 
information, please contact Gary Tomlinson; 5075 North 
Division~ Comstock Park MI 49321 or bye-mail at 
gtomlinS@sbcglobal.net. 

GLPA LISTSERV 

The listserv originally created by Jeff Hunt for 
Illinois planetarians has recently been renamed the GLP A 
Listserv and expanded to include all members of GLP A. 

Specifically, this listserv has been renamed 
glpa@ipsd.org. Individuals can subscribe be sending an 
email with nothing in the subject or body of the message by 
sending a message to glpa-on@ipsd.org. 

GLPAAWARDS 

At the annual GLP A Conference in Cleveland, Dale 
Smith was the first recipient of GLPA's Galileo Award. As 
described in the summer GLPA Newsletter, this newly created 
award recognizes persons of exemplary leadership at the 
national and/or international level. Also presented at the 
GLPA Conference were Honorary Life Awards to Roger 
Grossenbacher, Dan Smith, and Dr. John Rosemergy. GLPA 
Fellow Awards were given to John Hare, Roy Kaelin, and to 
Keith Turner. Congratulations to all award recipients! 
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GLPA ELECTION RESULTS 

At the GLP A Conference in October, GLPA 
conducted an election of officers. The outcome of this 
election is as follows: 

President-Elect: 
Bob Bonadurer 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Mary Schindewolf 

IPS Representative: 
Chuck Bueter 

WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR 
MEMBERS' GOODIES 

GLPA's Music TIPS booklet and Transit of 
Venus show package are nearing completion and should 
be delivered to all members by the time you receive this 
newsletter, or by early January at the very latest. 

MINUTES OF THE GLPA ANNUAL 
BUSINESS MEETING (cont. from page 18) 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Mary Schindewolf reported 
that the state meetings are as follows: 

Illinois May 1 
Indiana April 17 or May 8 
Michigan TBA 
Ohio April 3 
WIJMN April 23-24 

River Grove 
Fort Wayne 
Flint 
Youngstown 
Wausau 

She reminded everyone that GLP A allocates up to 
$50 for the host of each meeting. 

Gary Tomlinson said the 2004 GLP A Conference is 
in Detroit with Todd Slisher and Jeff Bass co-hosting on Oct 
20-23! Todd and Jeff gave a tour of Detroit and pointed out 
some of the highlights and tours already planned. Grand 
Rapids, Michigan will host the 2005 conference. Wheeling, 
West Virginia will host a joint 2007 conference with MAPS 
and SEPA in October. No host yet for the 2006 conference. 

ADJOURNMENT: The GLPA Annual Business Meeting 
adjourned at 11 :57 a.m. EDT. Gary Sampson and the GLPA 
membership again thanked Joe DeRocher and all the other 
Cleveland hosts for a wonderful conference. 





Appendix: Further Response Numbers for Selected Questions 

I Wh t NASA b 't d a: we SI e 0 you use mo st? 
Site HST Other Space- JPL www. Space Other 

Mission weather NASA. Place (1 each) 
Homepages gov 

No. of 4 7 3 '8 6 2 15 
Respondents 

ll. What types of NASA materials a) do you now use? b) would you use in future? 
Materials Web News- E-mail Fib:n, Posters, Lunar NASA Travel- Post-

Sites letters Press Video Booklets Meteorite Power- Ing Cards, 
Release Sample Point Exhibits Other 

Program Handouts 
Use Now 26 9 21 11 20 16 3 2 12 
Woolduse 8 19 9 15 15 19 26 28 20 

ill. If you would be interested in attending NASA-sponsored workshops designed 
specifically for planetariums, what topics would you like to see included in the next 
If? COUPJeo years. 

Topics Cosmology Cassini Solar Space Space HST Chandra Meteorite, Dark Inter- New 
system Station exploration, asteroid matter Stellar research 

rocketry, research Space: 
probes to mol-
planets eules, 

atoms 
No. of 10 5 3 1 3 1 1 1 1 3 
Respond. 

ou like a NASA speaker at your facility? 
~------~--~--~ Yes No 

26 4 

V If uld rk NASA ak h ? youwo 1 e a spe er, on w at occaslon. 
Occasion Teacher Plan- Special Astronomy Space Earth Coordinate Current 

Training etarium events, Day Week Day with Events, 
Meetings at space Developments; 

facility exhibits Anvtime 
No. of 4 2 8 6 1 1 1 4 
Respondents 
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Latest 
Dis-
coveries 

4 



VI. Who should prepare a planetarium program (make decisions; be given grants for 
d . )? pro uCtion. 

Who? Large Collaboration, Collaboration, Collaboration, 
Planetariums NASA Scientists NASA Scientists, NASA Scientists 

& production by advisory group of & Commercial 
planetariums planet.arians :from Production 
with acknowledged different sizes & Company 
expertise types of facilities, 

and production by 
planetariums with 
acknowledged 
expertise 

No. of 4 15 29 3 
Respondents 

VTI. What topic would you choose for a multi-media planetarium program sponsored by 
NASA? 

Topic Extra- Sun Big Col- Space Mars NASA Science Current EMS Cassini Satellites, 
Solar Planet Bang lisions Tele- Directions Careers Work, Benefits 
Planets Inter- scopes & goals Discov-

action mes 
No. of 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 1 
Respond. 

VIT. What show formats would you like in prepared programs (check all that apply)? 
Format Taped with Taped with Taped Taped Live with Other 

lor2 characters with with live suggested (1 each) 
narrators ina scientists components script 

story line 
_ .. 

No. of 20 18 22 24 14 7 
Respondents 

Format Slides VHS DVD Cassette CD Reel- CD 
sound sound to- With 

reel Power-
sound Point 

No. of Respondents 32 17 24 11 31 1 18 

Format Overhead Panorama Sky AlI- LCR Large Multiple 
Trans- Vision Sky Dissolve Screen Projection 
parencies Pairs Projection Capabilities 

No. of 1 1 1 4 3 1 1 
Respondents 
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Programs 
For 
Primary 
Grades 
1 



ORDER TWO OR MORE SHOWS 
AND TAKE 10% OFF 

THE PURCHASE PRICE! 

Please address all show kit inquires to: 

Payal Gandhi, Show Sales Assistant 
Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum 

1300 South Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

312-322-0301 showkits@adlernet.org 



PHOTO MEMORIES OF ... 

Gary Tomlinson at the 1976 
ISPE (later IPS) meeting in 
Boulder GLP A Banquet, 
wearing the hat he wore at 
the, Colorado, where he first 
met his future long time 
colleagues Dave DeBruyn 
and Mark Perkins. Gary also 
wore that hat (and the same 
outfit) on his last day of work 
as a tribute to those two 
colleagues. 

All photographs 
were taken by 
Jeanne BishoD. 
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All photographs were taken by Jeanne Bishop . 

. . . THE 2003 GLP A CONFERENCE 
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MINUTES OF THE GLPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Cleveland, Ohio October 22, 2003 

PRESENT: Gary Sampson, Jeanne Bishop, Joe DeRocher, 
Bob Bonadurer, Susan Button, Dave DeRemer, Dale Smith, 
Bart Benjamin, Geoff Holt, Gary Tomlinson, Chris Janssen, 
and Art Klinger. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by 
President Sampson at 8: 17 a.m. EDT. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Mr. Sampson, (El Presidente) 
noted that the short course on Cosmology being offered by the 
University of Chicago's Randy Landsberg through a NSF 
grant went very well. Sampson noted Mr. Landsberg would 
like to follow-up on the short course. He added that the 
NASA teleconference is going well too and will stay in touch 
on future developments. He stressed, without sweating, that 
GLP A communication and leadership works when he relates 
GLPA's accomplishments. A complete member's roster with 
contact info would be a good idea. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Mr. DeRocher, host of GLPA's 
2003 conference in Cleveland, noted that CASE Western 
University is establishing Cleveland as a Cosmological 
Center. They met here two weeks before the conference. They 
liked the rough cosmological show they produced in 
Cleveland. 

IPS REPORT: Ms. Button's last IPS report (congrats Sue) 
started with receipts for IPS can be secured from Shawn 
Laatsch in North Carolina. P.O. Box 1812 Greenville, NC 
27835. His e-mail is:l02424.1032@compuselVe.com. A new 
IPS Webster design will take place soon. IPS also needs 
recommendations for Spitz funds and they need articles for 
the quarterly journal The Planetarian which received a new 
look starting in March 2003. Submit your articles to editor, 
John Mosley at: jmosley@GriffithObs.org. 

The 2004 conference will be July 4-8 in Valencia, 
Spain. Estimated registration costs is $350 Euros. The 2006 
conference will be in Melbourne, Australia. Post tour of the 
Canary Islands. 

The IPS Directory is on CD-ROM; printed copies are 
available from Shawn Laatsch. All updates need to go to Dr. 
Dale Smith. Exploring the Sun CD is also available. Lars 
Romponi is added to NEWS status. 

Sue reported that there are some faulty solar eclipse 
glasses out there - spread the word. The scriptwriting 
contest winners will be announced soon, and scripts will be in 
the IPS Script Bank. GLP A will ask that IPS give copy to 
GLP A's script bank. A coloring contest through a 
Planetarium IDEAs grant will involve children. 

MEMBERSHIP: Chris Janssen passed out a nice handout 
with amazing pie-charts that revealed a GLP A membership of 
222 dedicated planetarians. Sub-categories reported include 
membership type, institution, and type of planetarium - 77 
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are domeless, your scribe included. Honorary and Fellow 
GLP A memberships were also discussed. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin said that advertising 
revenue has maintained at the same level despite the loss of 
ad revenue from the Minneapolis Planetarium. The Konica 
Minolta Corporation now takes out two full-page ads. There 
was talk about photos from the conference being digitally 
distributed. The 2003 Proceedings will be distributed by CD. 
Conference requirements for people with papers to submit 
text to Dale Smith before the conference worked very well, 
thanks to Gene Zajac. Dale intends to put older Proceedings 
on CD, but this will take time. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (LmRARY): Holt 
noted that most materials now are being distributed digitally, 
so revenue is down in this areas. He also digitized the first 
TIPs booklet. He reported that Dave Leake sent out 52 
Stargazer showkits, 2 Zubees and 1 Solar System Adventure 
Tour. There was some discussion on certain translations of 
Zubenelgenubi. However, no conclusions were reached. 

Geoff noted that efforts to digitize more materials, 
including slides, scripts and other materials, would cost 
$1,000. A motion passed to authorize the spending of this 
money to better selVe GLP A members. He also thanked Dave 
Batch who continues to host our website: www.glpaweb.org. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Bonadurer noted that the 
minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held in 
Mishawaka, Indiana in April, 2003 had been printed in the 
2003 summer solstice issue of the aLP A Newsletter and e
mailed to each member. Janssen moved that the minutes be 
approved. Seconded by DeRemer. Motion carried. 

Sampson noted that executive meeting motions have 
passed (via e-mail) since the last meeting. President Sampson 
noted that these motions must be reported to the GLP A 
membership via the secretary's minutes. So what happened 
via e-mail? Your executive committee passed a motion to 
spend up to $3,000 on duplicating and mailing DVD and CD 
copies of the Transit of Venus show. These digital discs 
contain all the images, animations, narration, soundtrack, 
script, hyperlink and lesson plans. Thanks to Chuck Bueter 
and Art Klinger for producing this show. Also over the fiber 
optic, the executive committee voted to provide 
"reimbursement for their out -of-pocket lodging expenses for 
one night's stay" during the annual conference. The 
committee voted to change the wording somewhat on 
reimbursement for the spring meeting. Executive committee 
members now will be reimbursed for "expenses such as car 
rental, mileage, air line tickets, lodging and ground 
transportation." The notable exception is that any meals will 
not be reimbursed. 



TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer disclosed the 
financial summary of GLP A activities from October 22, 2002 
to October 21,2003 as follows. 

Receipts: 
GLPADues 
2002 Conference Revenue 
Show Sales 
Newsletter Advertising 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 

Expenditures: 
Newsletter Postage 
Newsletter Printing 
2002 Proceedings 
Tips Booklet 
2003 Executive Committee Travel 
2002 Exec Comm Travel 
State Meetings 
GLPA Postage 
GLPA Supplies 
Insurance 
Website Fee 
2002 Conference Expenses 
State Non-profit fee 
Conference Refund 
Conference Photographer 
Bank Charges-New Checks 
Conference Seed Money 
Awards 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 

Checking Account Summary: 
Balance 10122/02 
ADD receipts 
TOTAL 
SUBTRACT Expenditures 
ACCOUNT BALANCE 10/21/03 

Separate Funds: 
GLP A gift shop 
Printed Materials 
Slide, tape, & software 
TOTAL 

Savings: 
Account Balance 

Financial Summary 10/22/02 
Checking Account 19,271.16 
Separate Funds 1,619.78 
Credit Union Savings 0.00 
TOTAL GLPA ASSETS $20,890.94 

2,285.00 
13,630.00 

1,290.00 
200.00 

$17,405.00 

498.63 
1,021.90 
1,795.86 

255.00 
1,952.39 

376.03 
199.57 
180.92 
45.65 

790.00 
52.95 

16,415.05 
10.00 

781.00 
199.69 
119.00 

3,000.00 
222.33 

$27,915.97 

19,271.16 
17,405.00 
36,676.16 
-27,915.97 
$8,760.19 

256.84 
304.73 

3,272.31 
3,833.88 

$0.00 

10/21/03 
8,760.19 
3,833.88 

0.00 
$12,594.07 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dr. Bishop reported on 
the successful cooperation of GLPA and NASA's Office of 
Space Science. She went over the results of the survey in a 
nicely prepared hand-out. President Sampson talked about a 
possible NASA conference just for planetarians. 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger reported that 13 vendors are 
participating in the 2003 conference with 2 additional firms 
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submitting door prizes. Contributing vendors include: Astro
Tec, A VI, Jeff Bowen, East Coast Control, Evans & 
Sutherland, Goto, Joe Hopkins, Learning Technologies, 
Konica Minolta, Scott Electric, Seiler, Spitz Inc, and Sundial 
LLC. Art also gave a synopsis on vendors who were not 
present at this conference. Thank you, Art and thank you, 
vendors. 

EDUCATION: DeRemer noted that the TIPs booklet on 
music is done and will be distributed in January. Thanks to 
Gene Zajac and Gary Tomlinson. Dave will continue to work 
on Goals for Astronomy in a K-12 curriculum. Dave noted 
that Eric Scheur will develop a proposal for doing a TIPs 
booklet on Astronomical Analogies. He noted Geoff Holt and 
Dave Leake's movement to digitize GLPA materials. 

He thanked Geoff Holt for providing a nice video 
sequence on the H-R diagram for The Stargazer show. 
Around 60 showkits have been distributed by Dave Leake. 
Thanks, Dave. DeRemer said that he, Dale Smith and Bob 
Bonadurer wrote an IDEAs grant for a planetarium show 
called Cosmic Colors. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tomlinson said the 
2003 conference is going very well, and that Joe DeRocher 
and other CRAP leaders are doing a great job. The next 
conference in 2004 is set for Detroit on October 20-23 with 
Todd Slisher, John Schroer, and Dave Bass co-hosting. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan will host the 2005 
conference from October 19-22. No movement for 2006 yet, 
but Steve Mitch from Wheeling, West Virginia is still 
planning on hosting a joint 2007 conference with MAPS and 
SEPA on Oct 10-14. 

NEW BUSINESS: The committee discussed the possibly of 
a GLPA listserv. It will be looked into for further 
development. Follow-up on the Cosmology Course at the 
University of Chicago was also discussed with possible 
planetarium show ideas. 

The budget was discussed and passed. Income totals 
$14,960 that includes: $3,800 for dues, $1,160 for 
advertising, $7,000 for the annual conference and $3,000 for 
conference seed money return. Expenses are $17,710 which 
include: $200 President's fund, $400 awards, $2,500 Tips 
printing, Executive Travel $3,000, $3,000 for the Venus 
show, $1,500 newsletter printing, $750 newsletter postage, 
$1,300 Proceedings, $250 state meetings, $250 IPS travel, 
$250 postage, $150 supplies, $790 insurance, $250 
conference photographer, $20 state non-profit fee, and $3,000 
for conference seed money. 

The spring meeting for GLP A Executive Committee 
will be Saturday, April 17, 2004 at 9 a.m. CDT, location to be 
announced. President Sampson thanked all the committee 
chairs and their hard work for GLP A. 

ADJOURMENT: DeRemer moved to adjourn, Janssen 
seconded. So Passed at 2:58 p.m. EDT. 



MINUTES OF THE GLPA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Cleveland, Ohio 

CALL TO ORDER: The annual business meeting of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association was called to order at 
the 39th annual conference by President Gary Sampson at 
10:44 a.m. EDT. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Robert Bonadurer, 
Secretarytrreasurer, reviewed the minutes of the previous 
business meeting held in Mensaha, Wisconsin on October 25, 
2002, which were printed in the GLPA Newsletter. A motion 
by Dan Goins was made to approve the minutes. Shawn 
Laatsch seconded and approved. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer reviewed the 
financial report for the 2002-2003 fiscal year. As of October 
21, 2003 GLPA has a total assets balance of $12,594.07. 
Motion made to accept report, seconded and passed. (please 
sees executive committee minutes for the financial report.) 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: President Sampson reported on 
the success of the cosmology workshop and thanked 
University of Chicago outreach director Randy Landsberg. 
Jim Sweitzer noted NASA's distance learning opportunities 
for informal science educators. Sampson made the 
membership aware of PLATO grants due in January, 2004. 
He also noted that NASA's planetarium show on Saturn 
calledRing World should be shipped soon. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Jeanne Bishop thanked 
Bernhard Beck-Wincholz and Jim Sweitzer from NASA's 
Office of Space Science at DePaul University in Chicago for 
working with her on the NASA survey of planetarians. She 
noted our "voice is amplified" and thanked all who filled out 
the survey. GLP A also thanked Dr. Bishop for her work as 
President for GLP A. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Joe DeRocher reported on the 2003 
GLPA elections. The new President-Elect will be Bob 
Bonadurer. The new Secretary-Treasurer will be Mary 
Schindewolf and the new IPS Representative will be Chuck 
Bueter. 

IPS REPORT: Sue Button noted all the GLP A members 
who are also IPS members. She gave an overview of what IPS 
has to offer planetarians. She listed some of the amazing 
benefits of IPS membership and encouraged people to join. 
She highlighted the July 4-8, 2004 conference in Valencia, 
Spain with their "gorgeous" planetarium. For more info there, 
check out: http://www.cac.es/ips2004/ 

She called for articles for the newly designed IPS 
Planetarian and showed (with the help of some GLP A 
volunteers) how the illustrious journal has evolved over the 
last 30+ years. She also mentioned Gary Lazich's award for 
the IPS script writing contest and all the educational products 
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October 25, 2003 

available from IPS. For all IPS happenings and services check 
out their website at: http://www.ips-planetarium.org. 

The GLPA membership thanked Sue for all hard 
work on the executive committee. 

MEMBERSHIP: Committee chair Chris Janssen kept the 
membership up to date on who they are and where they come 
from. He noted that the new database is working great and 
showed off his wonderful pie charts! 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger thanked the 13 vendors for 
this year's Cleveland conference. He wished new 
Development Chair Lisa Daly the best of luck as she takes 
over. The GLP A membership thanked Art for all his work on 
the executive committee as Development chair. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin, after 63 issues, noted 
that the GLPA Newsletter and Conference Proceedings are 
running as smooth as ever. He thanked the newsletter 
advertisers and the state chaits fot their contributions. He also 
thanked Dr. Dale and his colleagues at BGSU for their 
excellent work. 

EDUCATION: Dave DeRemer highlighted all the 
educational happenings that he's been directing. He noted 
that the TIPs booklet on music is done and witl be distributed 
in January. Thanks to Gene Zajac and Gary Tomlinson. Dave 
will continue to work on Goals for Astronomy in a K-12 
Curriculum. Dave noted that Eric Scheur will develop a 
proposal for doing a TIPs booklet on Astronomical Analogies. 
He noted Geoff Holt and Dave Leake's movement to digitize 
GLP A materials. He also thanked Geoff Holt for providing a 
nice video sequence on the H-R diagram for The Stargazer 
show. Around 60 show kits have been distributed by Dave 
Leake - thanks Dave! DeRemer said that he, Dale Smith 
and Bob Bonadurer wrote an IDEAs grant for a Planetarium 
show called Cosmic Colors. There's a lot going on here. 
Thanks, Dave for all your hard work. 

Peggy Motes noted the lack of planetarium people 
who applied for the educator astronaut possibilities with 
NASA. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Geoff Holt noted that 
most materials are now are being distributed digitally so 
revenue is down in this area. He also digitized the first TIPs 
booklet. Dave Leake reported that 60 Stargazer showkits have 
been sold. Holt thanked Dave for his work getting showkits 
out. He also thanked Dave Batch, who continues to host our 
website: www.glpaweb.org. 

(continued on page 9) 



FELLOW OF GLPA 

In recognition of a member's professional status and significant 
contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLP A), 
the Executive Committee will consider candidates for the rank of 
FELLOW of GLPA. 

Any current member in good standing with the GLP A may nominate 
a candidate by submitting an application and supporting documents to 
the membership chairman. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA: 

1. Active membership* in GLP A for tep. or more consecutive 
years. 

2. Active membership* in GLPA for five or more consecutive 
years with substantial contributions in at least two of the 
categories listed below. 

a. Serving GLP A in elective offices, appointed chairmanships, 
committee work, and/or conference planning. 

b. Relevant and significant publications and/or conference 
paper presentations. 
c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
organizations. 
d. The development and communication of innovative 
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of benefit 
to. the general membership. 

3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLP A Code of 
Ethics for the Planetarium Profession. 

* Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has 
attended a majority of state and regional GLPA meetings. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer FELLOW status upon 
nominated individuals on the basis of the above qualifications. 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: Chris Janssen 
GLP A Menlbership Chairman 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, VVI 54401 



NOMINATION FORM FOR 
FELLOW OF GLPA 

NAME OF NOMINEE: 
INSTITUTION: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: _____________ STATE ____ ~Z~ ____ __ 

CRITERIA REQUIRED. 
1. Years of membership in GLPA from to present. # Yrs. __ 
2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location). 

3. GLPA INVOLVEMENT: elective offices held, committee 
chairs,committee memberships, conference host/planning. Include dates. 

4. Publications and/or conference papers presented -- include dates. 

5. Other professional achievements and contributions 

Please attach additional sheets if necessary. 

NOMINATED BY: 
DATE: 
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"~/ HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

In recogmtIon of a member's significant career contributions to 
planetarium education and the Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
(GLP A), the Executive Committee will consider candidates for 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet the qualifications.Jisted 
below. 

Any member in good standing with the GLP A may nominate a 
candidate by submitting an application and supporting documents to 
the membership chairman. 

CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 

1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be nominated 
on the basis of: 

a. The number of years of membership in the GLP A. 
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLPA. 
c. Professional accomplishments in astronomy and 
planetarium education. 
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
organizations. 

2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired from 
full-time planetarium education. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life 
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the above 
qualificatioQs. An Honorary Life Member will have full 
membership privileges for life and will be exempt from dues. 

Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive recognition 
and a certificate of their membership status at the annual Armand 
Spitz banquet. 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: Chris Janssen 
GLP A Membership Chairman 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, VVI 54401 



GLPA NOMINATION FORM FOR 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

NAME OF NOMITNEE: ____________________________ __ 

INSTITUTION: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: _____________ STATE _____ Z~ ____ _ 

CRITERIA REQUIRED. 
1. Years of membership in GLPA from to present. # Yrs. __ 
2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location). 

3. GLP A INVOL VEMENT: elective offices held, committee 
chairmanships, committee memberships, conference host/planning. Include 
dates. 

4. Publ~catiohs and conference papers presented -- include dates. 

5. Other professional achievements and contributions 

Please attach ad~itional sheets if necessary. 

NOtvlINATED BY: 
DATE: 





GLPA 2003 CONFERENCE PHOTO (CLEVELAND) 

1-Kei th Turner 
2-Candace Nusbaum 
3-Sally Goff 
4-Michael Bakos 
5-Gary Tomlinson 
6-Jon Marshall 
7-Joann Ballbach 
8-Robin Gill 
9-Betty Wasiluk 
10-Jeri Panek 
II-Jason Davis 
12-Dave Leake 
13-Chuck Bueter 
14-J oe Hopkins 
15-April Whitt 
16-Art Klinger 
17-Lisa Daly 
18-Steve Mitch 
19-Carol Shubinski 
20-Jim Gleeson 
21-Fran Ratka 
22-J oe DeRocher 
23-Mike Stanley 
24-Bob Pilat 
25-Ann Wagner 
26-Hans Ufert 
27-Brock Schroeder 
28-J oanne Young 
29-David Hurd 
30-Keith Halstead 
31-Ed Vorisek 
32-Gary Sampson 
33-Chris Highlen 
34-Peggy Motes 
35-B. J. Harper 
36-Amera Platt 
37-Gregg Williams 
38-Barbara Williams 
39-Nicholas Makarowski 
40-Gregory Phillips 
41-Jeff Bryant 
42-Waylena McCully 
43-Mary Schindewolf 
44-Jeanne Bishop 
45-Jim Comienski 
46-Ken Miller 

outline drawing by Dori Anderson 

key prepared by Dale Smith 

47-Joyce Towne 
48-Randy Landsberg 
49-Jim Sweitzer 
50-Peggy Motes 
51-Aram Friedman 
52-Lyn Koslowski 
53-Bill Van Dien 
54-Wayne James 
55-Marc Rouleau 
56-Donnie Hansel 
57-John Matelock 
58-Kathy Michaels 
59-Dan Goins 
60-Carrie Zaitz 
61-Randy Olson 
62-Eric Schreur 
63 -Matthew Schmidkamp 
64-Bart Benjamin 
65-Susan Button 
66-Gene Zajac 
67 -Tom Button 
67a-Br. Guy Consolmagno 
68-John Wrbanek 
69-Matt Linke 
70-Susan Wrbanek 
71-Georgia Neff 
72-Lois Wolf 
73-Steve Schaffer 
74-Susan Batson 
75-Steve Fentress 
76-Nathan Walters 
77-Dan Zielinski 
78-Derl Wells 
79-Clayton Hopper 
80-David Batch 
81-Francine Jackson 
82-Cheri Adams 
83-Sheldon Schafer 
84-W es Orloff 
85-Bob Allen 
86-Dave DeRemer 
87 -Jim Kaler 
88-Richard Walker 
89-Alan Pareis 
90-Kelly Jons 
91-Gary Lazich 

92-J on Frantz 
93-Frank Revetta 
94-Paul Stearns 
95-Todd DeZeeuw 
96-J ason Heaton 
97-Brian Wallace 
98-Paul Greinke 
99-Dale Smith 
100-Ron Kaitchuck 
101-Rob Landis 
102-Mark Reed 
103-Paul Hodge 
1 04-J ohn Schroer 
105-Dan Francetic 
106-Shane Horvatin 
1 07 -Todd Slisher 
108-Jim Gavio 
109-Bob Bonadurer 
110-Gordon Stewart 
Ill-John Zinck 
112-Susan Cunningham 
113-John Tiffany 
114-Paul Krupinski 
115-Laura Misajet 
116-Vincent Grupi 
117 -Alan Davenport 
118-Raymond Shubinski 
119-Chris Janssen 
120-David Parker 
121-Doris Forror 
122-Dan Smith 
123-Jane Beaven 
124-Bob Sledz 
125-Judy Corese 
126-Barbara Coleman 
127-Mary Bartos 
128-Jean Elliott 
129-Maynard Hale Murch 
130-K.Odak 

signed in, 
but cropped out of print: 
Geoff Holt 

(right of #31) 
Stephanie Hopper 

(left of #9) 





JOIN I.P.S. 

The International Planetarium Society 
(IPS) is the largest organization of professional 
planetarians in the world. It is comprised of 
members from all over the world. GLPA is an 
affiliate of this prestigious organization. 

If you are not a member of IPS, you 
should consider becoming a member! Why? 
Because IPS serves its members with ..• 

• its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, 
filled with a wide range of articles 

• its biennial conferences 
• Proceedings of each IPS conference 
• free publications, including the Directory 

of the World's Planetariums and the IPS 
Resource Directory 

• discounted subscription rates to the IPS 
slide service and IPS video compilations 

• access to resources found only in the 
members section of the IPS website 

• access to the IPS News listserv 
• networking on all scales, from local to 

global 

See more on the IPS web site: 
www.ips-planetarium.org 

IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years 
for $90. Other levels of membership are also 
available at Institutional and Corporate levels. 
For more information or to join IPS, please 
contact: 

Shawn Laatsch 
IPS Treasurer 
P.O. Box 1812 
Greenville NC 27835 USA 

1-502-852-5855 
102424.1032@compuserve.com 
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, designers of electronic media 

Wow!!!! An affordable and 
exciting way to replace 
my slide projectors!!!! 

Real-Time Graphics Projection Systems 

Professional Design with Accurate 
and Up-to-Date Specs, Reports and Drawings 

Professional, Innovative, and Affordable 
Equipment Sales, Installation and Training 

Formally Educated, Certified, 
and Experienced Full-time Staff 

Read about our new 16-bit LED cove lighting at: 
www.bowenproductions.com/planetarium 

YOUR AD COULD 
APPEAR HERE! 

For as little as $27.50 per issue, 
your quarter-page advertisement could 
appear in each quarterly issue of the 
GLPA Newsletter, providing your 
colleagues and/or customers in the 
planetarium community with news of 
your latest products or services. 

For more information about 
advertising rates and procedures, please 
visit www.glpaweb.org/newsletter.htm 
or e-mail Newsletter Editor Bart 
Benjamin at bbenjami@triton.edu. 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2003-2004: 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Canal Fulton, Ohio 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

East Coast Control Systems 
Bigler, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Bradenton, Florida 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Konica Minolta Corporation 
Ramsey, New Jersey 
Representative: Phil Groce 

Seiler Instruments / Zeiss 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Spitz 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Alan Wells 

PATRON SPONSORS 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Orlando, Florida 
Representative: Joanne Young 

Bowen Productions 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Evans and Sutherland 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

GOTO Optical Manufacturing 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Sundial LLC 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
Representative: Vince Grupi 

SUSTAINING SPONSORS 

Learning Technologies 
Somerville, Massachusetts 
Representative: Reed Varian 
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Scott Electric 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
Representative: Mark Troutman 



THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the operation of planetariums 
regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 
annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretaryrrreasurer, and requests for membership should be 
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA 
Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send 
information to GLPANewsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2003. 

PRESIDENT 
Gary E. Sampson 
880 Hi-Ridge Avenue 
Waukesha WI 53186 
(262) 784-0341 
ges@execpc.com 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Nat. History 
1 Wade Oval; University Circle 
Cleveland OH 44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 

PAST-PRESIDENT 
Jeanne Bishop 
Westlake Schools Planetarium 
3180 Oakwood Lane 
Westlake OH 44145 
(440) 899-3075, Ext. 2058 
jeanbishop@aol.com 

SECRETARYffREASURER 
Robert J. Bonadurer 
250 Marquette Avenue #400 
Minneapolis MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
rjbonadurer@mplib.org 

PUBLICATIONS 
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove IL 60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenjami@triton.edu 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale W. Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green OH 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Sue Button 
Quarks to Clusters 
8793 Horseshoe Lane 
Chittenango NY 13037 
(315) 687-5371 
sbutton@ocmboces.org 

MEMBERSHIP 
Chris Janssen 
Wausau School District Plm 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau WI 54401 
(715) 261-3140, Ext. 3317 
cmjanssen@yahoo.com 

INSTR. MATER'LS LIBRARY 
PRINTED MATERIAL FILE 
Geoffrey Holt 
Madison Metro School District PIm 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison WI 53717 
(608) 663-6102 
gholt@madison.kI2.wi.us 

AUDIO-VISUAL FILE 
David C. Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign IL 61821 
(217) 351-2567 
dleake@parklandedu 

DEVELOPMENT 
Elisabeth H. Daly 
Upton Middle School Pltm 
800 Maiden Lane 
st. Joseph MI 49085 
(269) 982-4631 
edaly@remc11.k12.mi.us 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
School District of Waukesha 
222 Maple Avenue 
Waukesha WI 53186 
(262) 970-1090 
dderemer@waukesha.kI2.wi.us 

GLPA Home Page: http://www.glpaweb.orgl 

Printed and mailed from: 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
For a replacement copy of this newsletter, contact Dale Smith (address given above) 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsdorg 

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson 
5075 North Division 
Comstock Park MI 49321 
(616) 784-9518 
gtomlins@triton.net 

2004 CONFERENCE 
Todd Slisher 
Dassault Systemes Planetarium 
The New Detroit Science Center 
5020 John R. Street 
Detroit MI 48202 
(313) 577-8400, Ext. 449 
tslisher@sciencedetroit.org 

GLPA CONFERENCES: 

2004 October 20-23 
Detroit, Michigan 

2005 October 19-22 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 




