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I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils, 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 
Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the Milky Way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills 
And dances with the daffodils. 

I Wandered Lonely As a Cloud by William Wordsworth 
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Who in GLPA-land likes astronomy books for children? My 
guess is that a lot of you do. 
 We teach the stars to kids. So do astronomy books for 
kids. We have our favorites. For me, Find the Constellations, 
by H.A. Rey is still stellar after 53 years — even if it doesn’t 
have a curious monkey in it. Janice Van Cleeve’s Astronomy 
for Every Kid has flown off my shelf more times than any rest-
less bird might. Born with a Bang: The Universe Tells Our 
Cosmic Story by Jennifer Morgan is a recent one I’d love to 
make into a planetarium show . . . some day. There is a great 

fondness for children books. We love to watch how the pages capture a kid’s curiosity. . . or ours. The Planetarium’s 
grand and dazzling display of stars appeals perfectly for kids and to the youthful curiosity that all adults possess. 
 I’m always looking for golden nuggets in any astronomy book that I might use in a sky talk or planetarium script. 
For example, I bought a youth biography on Albert Einstein by Robert Wiklik for my 10 year-old nephew. It was part of 
series called “Profiles in Science for Young People.” When he didn’t start reading it right away, I did. I had not read a 
book like that in awhile. The writing is so simple and personal. I loved how the author called him “Albert” throughout the 
whole book instead of “Einstein.” 
 Other treasures in this biography include “Albert had redrawn the map of space.” Another talks about how Ein-
stein was very smart but often absent-minded —“Albert was so forgetful of worldly things that he had once used a $1,500 
check as a bookmark and lost the book.” A great message to kids to make “Albert” more human and approachable to ex-
plore further. 
 Speaking of Einstein — of all his marvelous myriad of quotable quotes, this perhaps is my favorite: “You do not 
really understand something unless you can explain it to your grandmother.” I feel it captures the essence of what we 
planetarium educators try to do. I do not teach string theory yet. I know if I tried to explain it to my grandma, she would 
give me one crazy look! 
 Although we have quite cool jobs, on another level, it’s not that easy to take this complex cosmos, which we can 
not touch or feel, and make it accessible to our audiences. So we strive for simplicity. And good kid books can help us do 
that. 
 While astronomy books are a great resource for better planetarium teaching, don’t forget there’s a great cosmic 
connection just a click away. Want scripts? Want shows? Want curriculum? OK, click here: www.glpaweb.org/
resources.htm or type it in. But it better be bookmarked by the next column here. 
 GLPA has an amazing array of resources for you! And now you can buy on-line with a credit card. Better, faster, 
and cheaper — I don’t think NASA is using that slogan anymore. 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

T.G.I.S.! Although winter is the shortest of our seasons, it sure 
doesn’t feel that way. But it’s true; spring’s warmth has begun 
its slow return. It’s finally time to prepare your bicycle for rid-
ing, return the bird feeder to its perch, and get those running 
shoes out again! It’s also time to bring out the telescope and re-
new your attachment to the nighttime sky. Saturn, Venus, the 
Beehive Cluster and the springtime galaxies beckon like cosmic 
flowers, just waiting to be found and appreciated! 
 Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of the 
GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2007. Please submit your facility 
reports to your State Chairs by mid-April. Have a wonderful spring, and enjoy your state meetings! 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 

Don't forget that you can always change the manner in which you receive the GLPA Newsletter to any of these three options: 
 

1. Digital (PDF) version — You will be sent an e-mail reminder that links to our digital download page. From that special webpage, you can 
download current and recent issues of the GLPA Newsletter in PDF format, viewable (and printable) with free Adobe Reader software. If you 
think your printed newsletter looks pretty good in black and white, just wait until you see it in color! 

2. Printed version — You receive a printed (albeit black & white) copy of the newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service. 
3. Both — You will receive both the printed and digital versions of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 

To make such a change, please contact GLPA Membership Chairman Chris Janssen at cmjanssen@yahoo.com and let him know how you’d like 
to receive future copies of the GLPA Newsletter. 

http://www.glpaweb.org/resources.htm�
http://www.glpaweb.org/resources.htm�
http://www.glpaweb.org/resources.htm�
http://www.glpaweb.org/resources.htm�
mailto:cmjanssen@yahoo.com�


Stars That Need Not
Shun The Light.

Thanks To Zeiss Fiber Optics
The stars, those apparent lords of the night sky,
are terribly afraid of light.  For millions of years,
since the first seeing creatures populated the
Earth, only the Sun was able to dim down its
distant brothers into nothingness.  Today, this is
easily accomplished by street lamps, neon signs
and car headlights.

In the planetarium, things are hardly different.  
For decades, stars used to be the protagonists of
the show, and not even the Sun was allowed to
outshine them.  Today, shows are dominated by
fireworks of slides, videos panoramas and all-sky
projections: a profusion of light, which leaves only
the gleaming dots that symbolize the
boundlessness of the universe no chance to
assert themselves.  Are planetarium stars doomed
to final extinction?

Thanks to Zeiss, they are not.  Thanks to a new
fiber optic system that makes artificial stars shine
more brightly and brilliantly than ever before.  No
doubt, slides, video, and panorama projections
will hardly extinguish them.  And although they are
much smaller in size than their forerunners, they
are seen as mere points, twinkling as do the real
stars.  See the world’s newest newborn stars in
the sky of a Zeiss planetarium.

Seeing is Believing!
In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet:
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com

Planetarium Division
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO  63119

Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums In
The United States & Canada

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division
D-07740 Jena

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.dewww.seilerinst.com
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  S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 
ILLINOIS: Brock Schroeder 
 Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
 Olivet Nazarene University 
 One University Avenue 
 Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
 (815) 939-5361 
 bschroed@olivet.edu 
 
INDIANA: Alan Pareis 
 9421 Stagecoach Drive 
 Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
 (260) 432-8786 
 bellerophonii@aol.com 
 
MICHIGAN: Michael Narlock 
 Cranbrook Institute of Science 
 39221 Woodward Avenue 
 Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
 (248) 645-3235 
 mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 
OHIO: Dale Smith 
 BGSU Planetarium 
 Department of Physics & Astronomy 
 Bowling Green State University 
 Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
 (419) 372-8666 
 dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 
WISCONSIN/ Dave Weinrich 
MINNESOTA: Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
 1104 7th Avenue South 
 Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
 (218) 477-2969 
 weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 
“OUTER RIM”: Robert J. Bonadurer 
 Planetarium at UT Arlington 
 700 Planetarium Place 
 P.O. Box 19059 
 Arlington, Texas  76019 
 (817) 272-0822 
 bonadure@uta.edu 
 

NOTE: Combined with Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, the Illinois State 
Meeting will be held at Yerkes 
Observatory in Williams Bay, 
Wisconsin from May 11-13, 2007. 
Brock Schroeder will serve as 
host. 
 
The William M. Staerkel Planetar-
ium at Parkland College in Cham-
paign is running its own live show 
titled Spring Prairie Skies, GLPA’s 
own Zubengenelgenubi's Magical 

Sky, Adler’s Skywatchers of Africa, and their own Pink 
Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon this spring. Their “World of 
Science” series ends with a talk on “Bird Flu and Other 
Pandemics” on April 6th. The planetarium will also offer 
merit badge seminars for the girl scout Sky Search badge in 
April and the boy scout Astronomy Merit Badge in May. 
Birthday party packages have been popular during the win-
ter months, and the staff continues to raise funds for a full-
dome system. 
 During the spring months, the Cernan Earth and 
Space Center at Triton College will present the C-360 film 
Seasons and Saturn: Jewel of the Solar System (RingWorld 
renamed) as their earth and sky shows, two different laser 
concert titles, Strasenburgh’s Magic Sky and their own Zip! 
Zoom! Whiz! as their children’s shows, and segments from 
the Sky Tellers series as part of their Sunday afternoon 
“family show.” 
 The Lakeview Museum Planetarium will be pre-
senting laser light shows and Legends of the Night Sky - 
Orion the Hunter from AVI in March, and their own pro-
ductions titled Stella Returns and From the Void (a show 
all about nothing) from April through the summer. The 
Interplanetary 5K Race/1 mile walk through portions of 
Peoria’s community solar system will be held on April 7th. 
The solar system model has expanded with the addition of 
the two new dwarf planets, as well as a new sign for Pluto. 
Eris is at Western Illinois University in Macomb and Ceres 
is at the Forest Park Nature Center in Peoria. 
 Strickler Planetarium at Olivet Nazarene Univer-
sity in Bourbonnais, Illinois (the summer home of the Chi-
cago Bears) hosts monthly meetings of the Kankakee Area 
Stargazers on the first Saturday of every month. Planetar-
ium director, Dr. Brock Schroeder has served as Vice-

mailto:bschroed@olivet.edu�
mailto:bellerophonii@aol.com�
mailto:mnarlock@cranbrook.edu�
mailto:dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu�
mailto:weinrich@mnstate.edu�
mailto:bonadure@uta.edu�
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NOTE: The Indiana Spring Meeting will be held at the Evansville Museum and Koch Plane-
tarium on Saturday, April 14th, 2007. Mitch Luman will serve as host. Included in the festivi-
ties will be an optional afternoon telescope making workshop and evening Wine Tour. Regis-
trants are encouraged to stay over and join in all of these activities. Evansville is a beautiful 
city this time a year and well worth the trip.  If you haven’t received your registration materi-
als by the time you read this message, please contact Mitch Luman at the Evansville Museum 
as soon as possible. Mitch needs to have the registration finalized by the end of March. 
 
No other State News was reported. 
 

STATE NEWS (continued) 

President of the Kankakee Area Stargazers since co-founding that club in 2001. Brock notes that having a 
local astronomy club is a valuable asset to a planetarium whenever sky events occur. Arranging multiple ob-
serving sites manned by a variety of enthusiastic astronomers each sharing their excitement for stargazing is 
far more valuable than having a solitary planetarian trying to observe and field questions from all who attend 
such events. 

                       

GLPA Newsletter Vernal Equinox, 2007 

Michigan planetariums will be meet on Saturday, May 5th at the Kalamazoo Val-
ley Museum. The meeting agenda is still in the planning phase. Anyone wishing to 
reserve a block of time should contact meeting host Eric Schreur at 
eschreur@kvcc.edu. 
 
 Winter is coming to a close in Michigan . . . well, sort of! With the coming of 
spring, Michigan planetarians have a full schedule of programs to give, classes to teach 
and new systems to break in. 
 At the Chaffee Planetarium of the Public Museum in Grand Rapids, their 
new show for kids, Solar System Safari, has been underway for a month. Since it 
proved to be a monumental production project, the staff is now breathing a sigh of re-
lief. Ethan Brown crafted a script calling for no less than twelve different voices to 
portray unique characterizations of the Sun, Moon and planets. Add to this an enthusi-

astic lead character that should possess the persona of the late Steve Irwin and you have a real casting challenge. Thanks 
to the services of some of the area’s most talented actors, it came off impressively well, especially the bushwhacking 
lead. Dan Tell created clever visual “caricatures” and other graphics synchronized to the soundtrack. For those of you 
who’d like to see the finished product, Solar System Safari is presented each Saturday and Sunday at 1 p.m. through 
May, with special showings always possible for our “planetarian buddies” by prior arrangement. The Chaffee staff has 
also entered the video production business, creating a DVD about the history of the space program for a collaboration 
with local libraries. Titled Rocket Riders – A Half Century of Space Exploration, the eight-minute video includes an in-
teresting local connection. In addition to astronauts Roger Chaffee and Jack Lousma, West Michigan space pioneers in-
clude aviation pioneer Bill Lear, entrepreneur and astronomer Ralph B. Baldwin (who spoke at the organizational GLPA 
meeting in 1965) and even the late president Gerald R. Ford, who as a congressman was on the select committee that 
formed NASA. Years later, as President, Ford spoke by telephone to the astronauts and cosmonauts aboard Apollo-
Soyuz about how international cooperation in space would one day be commonplace. On April 18th, the Chaffee Plane-
tarium will co-sponsor a public presentation about the New Horizons space probe to Pluto by a lead guidance engineer 
and Grand Rapids native Dr. Thomas Strikwerda, who also presented sky shows in the Chaffee Planetarium in the 

                       

mailto:eschreur@kvcc.edu�
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STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Vernal Equinox, 2007 

1970’s. On National Astronomy Day, April 21st, the planetarium staff and local amateur astronomers 
will host activities in the museum’s galleria that will include hands-on activities for kids and a tune-up 
clinic for personal telescopes. If weather permits, the staff will offer telescopic views of the sun, moon 
and Venus and, in the evening, Veen Observatory will start its 2007 series of twice-monthly visitor’s 
nights. 
 The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills ran a wonderfully suc-
cessful Telescope Users Workshop a few weeks into the new year that introduced the wonders of the 

night sky to over 60 enthusiastic new amateur astronomers. On Saturdays and Sundays until July 2nd, Cranbrook will 
offer Young Stargazers Sky Journey (an in-house live narrated production for young children), Stars of the Pharaohs by 
Evans & Sutherland, Michigan Sky Tonight (a 45-minute live tour of the night sky), and Secret of the Cardboard Rocket 
by Clark Planetarium. Trailers for all the programs are available online at science.cranbrook.edu/planetarium/
planetarium/. Michael J. Narlock, Head of Astronomy, also continues to host an astronomy-themed Internet radio show 
in conjunction with SLOOH.com, which owns several observatories atop Mt. Teide in the Canary Islands. For a small 
fee, they provide real-time access to these telescopes. To augment the view, SLOOH.com provides several Internet radio 
shows. Michael Narlock hosts “The Event Horizon” each Friday evening from 9 to 10 p.m. from the Cranbrook Institute 
of Science. Check out www.slooh.com for more details. 
 In celebration of the fifth anniversary of the opening of the Dassault Systemes Planetarium, the premiere show 
Views of the Universe has been brought back as a main feature show with a fresh new look. Many of the video and 
visuals have been updated and the show was renamed New Views of the Universe to reflect these changes. New Views 
now includes new panoramas from Spirit and Opportunity, images for the Hubble Space Telescope, and newly released 
shots from the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. At the end of the show, there is a live section featuring three astronomy 
updates that have occurred since the show opened. These updates include the reclassification of Pluto, new images from 
the Cassini mission at Saturn, and an adaptation of a Digistar II sequence created by Karen Klamczynski showing the 
location of some stars with known extrasolar planets. On the production side, a working script has been completed for 
the new show Bad Astronomy: Myths and Misconceptions, in cooperation with author Dr. Phil Plait and the team from 
the Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium. Designed for traditional planetaria with video capability as well as for 
full-dome facilities, Bad Astronomy is currently scheduled to open in early summer 2007. Show kits of Bad Astronomy 
will be available later in the year. 
 Beginning April 1st and running through June 27th, the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium will be run-
ning Mystery of the Missing Seasons (Bowen Technovation) and The Explorers of Mauna Kea (Bishop Museum) on Sat-
urdays and Sundays, and A.S.I. Cosmos (an in-house production) on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
 It’s been a busy winter at the Delta College Planetarium in Bay City. February marked the 10th anniversary of 
the planetarium. There were numerous special events throughout the month, including a teacher workshop featuring Dr. 
Henry Ferguson from HST and a special family day featuring GLPA’s own Dayle Brown. Mysteries From the Depths of 
Space, written by Bill Gutsch and scored by Mark Mercury, opened in the planetarium theater. Hosting the Bay City 
Schools Science Fair is the big event for March. As springtime weather approaches, the planetarium staff is preparing for 
a special children’s camp called “Explore and Experience.” 
 At the Volbrecht Planetarium in Southfield, planetarians Cliff Jones and John Tremonti report that the 2007 
eight-show winter series went well, in spite of the “zesty” temperatures. Their 2007 spring season will offers a “first.” 
On May 11th, during Mike Best’s presentation “So you Want to Buy a Telescope” the staff will give away a telescope 
valued at $450, thanks to the generosity of one of the Friends of the Volbrecht Planetarium, Will Sopha. The staff is also 
pleased to announce the arrival of a Toshiba TDP-S8 digital projector, which was paid for by one of our planetarians. 
Eventually, he will be repaid out of the planetarium’s donations box. Speaking of the planetarium’s donation box, Vol-
brecht may be unique in the fact that it operates at a yearly budget of $0. Ticket sales and its donation box are its only 
means of support. 
 That’s all from Michigan! 
 

http://science.cranbrook.edu/planetarium/planetarium/�
http://science.cranbrook.edu/planetarium/planetarium/�
http://science.cranbrook.edu/planetarium/planetarium/�
http://science.cranbrook.edu/planetarium/planetarium/�
http://www.slooh.com/�
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

NOTE: The spring meeting of greater Ohio planetarians will be held at the Appold 
Planetarium at Lourdes College in Sylvania on Saturday, April 14th. Erika Buri will 
serve as host. 
 
Gene Zajac of the Shaker Heights Planetarium and Jeanne Bishop of the Westlake Plane-
tarium attended the 13th annual Space Educator’s Conference in Houston, where they en-
joyed talking with Barbara Morgan, the teacher-astronaut who will fly in June on STS-118. 
They also had dinner with Rob Landis and his wife Tracy at Boondoggles, a restaurant where 
astronauts often spend time. Gene, his wife Pam, and Jeanne all plan to give presentations at 
next year’s Space Educator’s Conference. 
 Joann Ballbach reports a series of family events at The Wilderness Center’s Fred Silk 

Planetarium and Observatory in Wilmot. Most of these include a planetarium show followed by outdoor observing if 
weather permits. Their calendar featured a Lunar Eclipse Watch on March 3rd, Saturn events on April 6th and May 4th 
(which includes a Cassini update by Dave Gill), a Blue Moon walk on May 31st topped off with blueberry pie à la mode 
—some real gastronomy(!) — and afternoon programs on the spring sky and star stories. 
 Dr. Pat Durrell, Sharon Shanks, and Rick Pirko at Youngstown State’s Ward Beecher Planetarium are offering 
a busy and creative schedule of all-dome and traditional programs. Oasis in Space, produced by Spitz, is the current all-
dome show that examines worlds with water. Their own traditional program Evolution: Galaxies, Stars, and Life on Earth 
showcases evolution in the cosmos and here on Earth. The Astro 101 series has returned this winter with eight weekend 
lectures that present a variety of basic astronomy topics, from moonwatching to stellar alchemy. 
 The BGSU Planetarium is running the Sudekum show Nine Planets and Counting. Audience polls before and 
after each show reveal that between one-third and one-half of the audience thinks Pluto should still be a planet and that 
few minds are changed by seeing the show. 
 C.R.A.P. (Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums) has continued its monthly meetings of sharing and 
conversation. A near-record turnout convened at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History’s Shafran Planetarium in 
January (Joe DeRocher, host). February’s group met at the Lakewood High School Planetarium (Jim Comienski, host), 
followed by the traditional dinner at the Hometown Buffet in Rocky River. 
 

GLPA Newsletter Vernal Equinox, 2007 

NOTE: Combined with Illinois, the Wisconsin and Minnesota State 
Meeting will be held at Yerkes Observatory in Williams Bay, Wiscon-
sin from May 11-13, 2007. Brock Schroeder will serve as host. 
 
Our news begins in the north woods of Minnesota where Marc Rouleau 
recently celebrated his seventh anniversary as director of the Paulucci 
Space Theater. When he first moved to Hibbing from Florida, Marc 
thought he might last through two or three Minnesota winters at the most. 
But seven years later, he has a wife, Lorna, and two sons — two-year old 
Eric and Alex, who was born last September. Congratulations Marc! Pau-

lucci has sold its updated Destination: Pluto show to eight planetaria. They are working on a new show about water, 
which is based on the Minnesota science standards. If you would like information about either show you may contact 
Marc Rouleau at marcrouleau@hibbing.edu. This spring, they are running the large format film The Human Body, the 
updated Ringworld 2 show and a live children’s show called Stars, Moons, and Planets. 
 A little further south at Minnesota State University Moorhead, Dave Weinrich reports that Jon Bell’s Bear 
Tales is the annual winter children’s show. In March, the GLPA production The Stargazer returns. By the way, if you 
don’t have this show in your program library, it is available through the GLPA Store at http://www.glpaweb. 
  There is big news at the St. Cloud State University Planetarium — funding has been obtained to replace their 

                       

mailto:marcrouleau@hibbing.edu�
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STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Vernal Equinox, 2007 

Far out in Texas, the Planetarium at UT-Arlington has produced a full-dome 
version of Honey, I Shrunk the Solar System, which was first produced in 
Minneapolis. The show has been a hit with young and old alike. Arlington is 
also producing an original production called Cosmic CSI: Looking for Life in 
the Universe. 
 In nearby Fort Worth, Texas, the Noble Planetarium is running Lone 
Star Skies. 
 The Jordan Planetarium in Orono, Maine will run Mars Invasion, 
Our Sky Family, Hubble Vision II and GLPA’s own Zubenelgenubi’s Magic 
Sky in March and April. 
 The University of Rhode Island reports that they recently got a little 
D3 from Evans & Sutherland. According to Francine Jackson, new children’s 
shows are in development. 
 In Jackson, Mississippi, Gary Lazich is running Detroit’s Blown Away 

and Loch Ness’ Hubble Vision, as well as the film Australia: Land Before Time. 
 This spring, April Whitt will run Ice Worlds at the Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta. 
 Mark Percy says it’s safe to say that his Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium in New York will get almost 
$300K in grant money for a full-dome video system and other upgrades. In the meantime, he is working on GLPA’s So-
lar System Adventure Tour. 
 IPS Treasurer Shawn Laatsch has landed in Hawaii, where he has taken a new position as Planetarium Director 
of the Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo. 
 

34-year old Spitz 512 projector with a GOTO Chronos projector! They are also adding a new 
sound system, new cove lighting and a new automation system. The entire renovation will take 
place this summer, with the planetarium scheduled to reopen in September. 
 Renovation is also taking place at Larry Mascotti’s planetarium at Mayo High School 
in Rochester. They are installing new chairs, a student feedback system, a new cove LED light-

ing system and an Elumenati digital planetarium projector to supplement their Spitz A3P projector 
 East into Wisconsin and once again starting up north, Randy Olson writes that this spring the Allen F. Blocher 
Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point is showing Into the Universe. University student Amy 
Wilder, who many of you have met at recent conferences, has been working with Dave DeRemer of the Charles Horwitz 
Planetarium in Waukesha to produce this show. Congratulations Amy! We’re always happy to see new talent working in 
the planetarium field. 
 The Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha featured a home-produced show, Winter Sky Legends, in Janu-
ary. Their February program was Explorers of Mauna Kea, their March program is Space Dreams, and their April show 
will be the Loch Ness production Hubble Vision 2. 
 Nearby, there is a new face at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Jean Creighton is the director of the 
Manfred Olson Planetarium following the retirement of longtime director John Harmon. Welcome to the region, Jean! 
We hope to get acquainted with you at future conferences. 
 We end our Wisconsin news at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. Acting director Gordon Stewart states 
that the “the planetarium facility is in limbo and is working from grant to grant this year.” He and retired director Bob 
Allen are continuing to promote astronomy in the area with the hope that the University will see the need to hire a full-
time director to keep the planetarium operating. 

THE OUTER RIM 
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  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

GLPA AWARD WINNERS 
 

 At the recent conference in Merrillville, GLPA Honorary Life Member Awards were presented to 
Robert Allen, Jeanne Bishop, Dan Goins, Georgia Neff, Gary Sampson, and Rod Thompson. A GLPA Fellow 
Award was given to Francine Jackson. Congratulations to all award recipients! 

 
RESERVE YOUR LODGING NOW 

FOR THE FALL TRIPLE CONJUNCTION CONFERENCE 
 

 If there is any chance that you will attend the Triple Conjunction Conference this October, it is highly 
recommended that you reserve your lodging accommodations now. This conference, which will unite the three 
largest U.S. planetarium regionals — GLPA, MAPS and SEPA — will be held at the Oglebay Resort in Wheel-
ing, West Virginia from October 9-13, 2007. 
 At press time, conference host Steve Mitch reported to me that there are plenty of rooms still available. 
Specifically, a block of 200 rooms is set aside for each night of the conference. The “Run of the House” and 
“Standard” rooms are $99.00 per night, while the “Intermediate” rooms are $129.00 per night. Reservations can 
be made by calling (800) 624-6988. 
 Steve is encouraging everyone to book early, even if they don’t know for sure that they’ll be attending 
the conference. He reminds us that you can always cancel if you need to. The lodge will begin releasing rooms 
on Thursday, August 9th. There are a couple of other hotel locations within five miles at about the same rate per 
night. More information on this will be included in the registration materials that will be distributed later. 

 
ASP TO HOST “COSMOS IN THE CLASSROOM 2007” 

 

 “Cosmos in the Classroom 2007,” a national three-day, hands-on symposium on teaching astronomy to 
non-science majors, will be held from August 3 - 5, 2007 at Pomona College in Southern California. The meet-
ing is sponsored by the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, with co-sponsorship by the American Astronomical 
Society, JPL, and other astronomical and educational organizations. 
 The meeting is open to everyone who teaches astronomy, at university, college, high-school, or informal 
settings. New instructors, part-time instructors, graduate students, and post docs are most welcome. 
 For updated information and to get on the mailing list for the meeting, please go to the conference web 
site at www.astrosociety.org/events/cosmos.html. The website now has cost estimates for those who need to 
begin applying for travel funding. 
 The organizing committee is now accepting abstracts for poster papers describing innovative courses, 
teaching techniques, or materials. They are also accepting proposals for 50-minute hands-on workshops that 
will train participants in some particular technique, approach, or educational topic. Participants are encouraged 
to be thinking about contributions in these two areas. 
 Some scholarships for the meeting are likely to be available. Further information will also be available 
on the website. 
 
 

http://www.astrosociety.org/events/cosmos.html�
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BALL STATE PLANETARIUM WORKSHOP 2007 
 

 Dr. Ron Kaitchuck will once again offer the Ball State Planetarium workshop this summer. The dates 
will be July 9 – 13, 2007. If you know of anyone who is new to the planetarium field, please let them know 
about this great learning opportunity. Theirs may be the only such course currently being offered in the U.S. 
Please check the Ball State Planetarium website at www.bsu.edu/planetarium/ for more information, or con-
tact Dr. Katichuck at rkaitchu@bsu.edu. 

 
BUEHLER PLANETARIUM INTERNSHIP 

 

 The Buehler Planetarium and Observatory on the campus of Broward Community College in Davie, 
Florida is pleased to announce its Buehler Internship for 2007-08. This one-year internship provides an opportu-
nity to explore the professional environment of an active planetarium and observatory. The internship runs from 
July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008, with an application deadline of April 2, 2007. 
 The Buehler Planetarium and Observatory includes a 40-foot main theater (seating 101) with a Zeiss 
M1015 star projector. All-dome video is provided by SkyVision HD with DigitalSky 2. The observatory houses 
a 16-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain and assorted other telescopes that are used frequently for both college classes and 
public observing. The planetarium offers a regular schedule of public shows as well as college presentations and 
shows for the local school district. The facility is located on the campus of Broward Community College in the 
city of Davie, which is part of the Greater Fort Lauderdale area. 
 This internship is open to applicants with a Bachelor’s Degree in astronomy, physics, or a related field 
such as education or science education. To apply, please send an e-mail, fax or letter which includes a letter of 
interest, resume and the names of two references to Susan Barnett; Buehler Planetarium and Observatory; Bro-
ward Community College; 3501 SW Davie Road; Davie, Florida  33314. Her fax number is (954) 475-2858 and 
her e-mail address is sbarnett@broward.edu. 

BULLETIN BOARD (continued) GLPA Newsletter Vernal Equinox, 2007 

DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the summer issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
April. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 

http://www.bsu.edu/planetarium/�
mailto:rkaitchu@bsu.edu�
mailto:sbarnett@broward.edu�
http://www.glpaweb.org�
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VOLUME II, NUMBER 1              VERNAL EQUINOX, 1967
(8 pages in length) 

 
 
GLPA’s 4th newsletter and the first issue of 1967 contained 
the following articles and columns: 
 

☼ The cover story by John Christian, then the Assistant Director of the Longway Planetarium in Flint, 
Michigan, provided the results from a recently completed survey of GLPA members, which provided 
the following results: The Spitz A3P was the workhouse star projector, receiving 19 “votes” out of 28 
returned surveys. All 28 participating members said that they were primarily concerned with school 
programs, mostly at the elementary school level. An average of 14.5 programs were presented weekly, 
with the busiest planetarium presenting an average of 30 programs per week. Of the 28 participating 
members, one person had his Ph.D., 16 had Master’s degrees, and the remaining 11 had Bachelor’s de-
grees. Eleven of the 28 participating members listed photography as a hobby, while five described 
themselves as musicians. 

 
☼ It was announced that Spitz Laboratories had recently become a subsidiary of McGraw-Hill Publishing 

Company, but this move was expected to have little impact on the planetarium community. 
 
☼ At GLPA’s March 11th Executive Committee meeting, GLPA became officially incorporated, thus be-

coming eligible to receive contributions that would be tax exempt. It was also reported at that meeting 
that GLPA had 81 members and a treasury balance of $456.08. 

 
☼ At a Resource and Publication Committee meeting at Yerkes Observatory, Robert Elliott agreed to as-

sume the responsibility of editing a new GLPA Magazine publication. 
 
☼ An official symbol for GLPA was adopted and appeared for the first time on the cover of the GLPA 

Newsletter, as follows: 
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VOLUME XXII, NUMBER 1        VERNAL EQUINOX, 1987
(12 pages in length) 

 
The cover photograph shows GLPA’s longstanding Secretary-
Treasurer David Parker standing beside the GLPA banner. 
 
 

GLPA’s first issue of 1987 contained the following articles and columns: 
 
☼ 1987 was the year after the “Year of the Comet” when the return of Halley’s Comet preoccupied the 

world’s planetariums. Jeanne Bishop mentioned in her Editor’s Note that colleagues were telling her that 
“everything is going well, their planetariums are busy, but not so busy as in the year of THE comet.” 
Jeanne commented that such news is good news, adding that “it says we don’t need Comet Halley (or an-
other sensational sky event) to go about our business of exciting and teaching people about the universe.” 

 
☼ Secretary-Treasurer David Parker reported that GLPA now had 190 members and a treasury balance of 

$5,170. 
 
☼ Jeanne Bishop interviewed President-Elect Steve Bishop, who was then Director of the Crown Space Cen-

ter within Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry. Steve remarked that he began his planetarium ca-
reer at the University of Minnesota, where he served as their Teaching Assistant for Astronomy within 
their 20-foot dome outfitted with a Spitz NOVA star projector. A book by O. Richard Norton was influen-
tial in getting Steve turned toward astronomy and planetarium work. One of Steve’s stated goals for GLPA 
was to “strive toward the greatest professionalism possible.” 

 

[Ed. Steve very much achieved that goal. Under Steve’s leadership, GLPA began developing annual budgets (which had 
never been done before) and adopted other business strategies that allowed GLPA to mature as an organization, thereby 
offering much more to its members. For those of you wondering what ever happened to Steve, he left Chicago to take a 
position at the Washington Pavilion of Arts & Science in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. After several years in Sioux Falls, 
he left to accept his current position in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where he is now Vice President of the Harsco Science 
Center, which is part of the Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts]. 
 
☼ Jeanne Bishop and Wes Orloff described the results of their Brain Dominance Survey that they had distrib-

uted at the 1986 conference. Sixty-eight completed surveys showed that 53 out of 68 (78%) had about 
equal preference for using their right and left brain hemispheres. These results matched Jeanne’s expecta-
tions that planetarians need to possess both analytical and creative skills to perform their jobs well. 
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 PLANETARIUM OUTREACHES 

An ongoing column prepared by 
Dave DeRemer, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin 

 
The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium is one of sixteen buildings that comprise the Jackson 
Public Schools. However, unlike many K-12 school planetariums, the Hurst Plane-
tarium is a stand-alone facility located within a museum complex in Jackson, Michi-
gan. The Ella Sharp Museum of Art and History complex consists of an eclectic mix 
of art and history galleries, a pre-Civil War farmhouse, and buildings that support 
the events and activities of the museum. Both the planetarium and museum lie 
within the heart of a 562-acre park named for Ella Sharp, a pioneer of Jackson who 
left her family farm and home to the City of Jackson in 1912. 
 In a day when budgets and transportation dollars are tight, the planetarium 
and the museum actively look for ways to attract people to visit our respective fa-
cilities. It makes sense to work together as much as possible. With educational 

groups, joint marketing serves to let teachers and administrators realize they can get “more bang for their buck” 
by scheduling a planetarium show and a museum tour back-to-back. 
 The two organizations also cooperate with joint programming at public events. The museum has held 
two free family oriented events for over two decades. These are the Fall Harvest Festival (held on the first Sun-
day in October) and Sugaring & Shearing (held on the last Sunday in March.) During these Festivals, thousands 
of people observe and participate in appropriate seasonal activities such as apple cider making, pumpkin paint-
ing, sheep shearing, and maple syrup making. They also can attend 30-minute planetarium programs that feature 
a live star talk such as The Autumn Skies Over Jackson or a short pre-recorded program like Saving the Night, 
which is on the subject of light pollution. 
 Another recent collaboration occurred last summer when the museum partnered with the planetarium to 
hold an evening event called “Starry, Starry Night.” Guests enjoyed food, drink, music and dancing on the mu-
seum patio, with laser shows in the planetarium and telescope viewing with the Amateur Astronomers of Jack-
son. The event enticed adults to revisit the planetarium, a place that many of them had not visited in 20 or more 
years. Overall, the event was well received by everyone. 
 In conjunction with the 2007 Sugaring & Shearing Festival, the planetarium will include a live star talk 
and a teaser from AVI’s SkyLase as a way to entice people to attend one of the laser shows that will be held at 
the planetarium the week following the festival. In addition, the planetarium and museum are creating a “two-
fer” during February, which will combine a presentations of Follow the Drink Gourd with a visit to the museum 
for a discussion of the Underground Railroad in Jackson, and about how farm life in the North and South dif-
fered for children prior to the Civil War. Ella Sharp, for whom the museum was named, was born in 1857, and 
would have been the same age as the children featured in the popular planetarium show, Follow the Drinking 
Gourd. 
 You, too, might consider having your planetarium work with another service provider or school. It will 
likely provide opportunities for increased visitation to your facility, promote upcoming events, and develop new 
informal educational experiences. In addition, it may also help you with marketing, securing sponsorship for a 
show, and making your grant proposals stronger and more competitive. 



 

 

GLPA GALILEO AWARD 
 

GLPA is the world’s oldest and largest regional planetarium association. Our 
membership includes a number of individuals who have gone on to become leaders in the 
national and international planetarium community as well. The Galileo Award, which is 
GLPA’s highest honor, recognizes persons of exemplary leadership at the national and/or 
international level. 

Persons nominated for this award need to have been a GLPA member in good standing 
for at least ten consecutive years. They are persons who have done exemplary work within 
GLPA and have carried this work beyond our regional borders. To nominate someone for this 
award, please fill out the form below and submit it, along with the described letters of 
recommendation, to the current GLPA President. 
 
Person Nominated: 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institution: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________ 
 

Daytime Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fax: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominated by: 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institution: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________ 
 

Daytime Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fax: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

(Please continue to the next page) 



Please write a brief paragraph or two explaining your reasons for nominating this person. Be 
sure to give examples of their accomplishments in GLPA, as well as those on the national 
and/or international level: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please submit three letters of recommendation for your nominee along with this form. Only one 
of the three letters may be from a GLPA Executive Committee member. The other two letters 
may come from current GLPA members, but it is highly recommended that at least one of the 
letters come from a person outside the GLPA region. Mail this form, along with the letters of 
recommendation, to the current GLPA President. 



 

 

 
 
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2006-07: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

AVI/Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.  konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
Evans & Sutherland Spitz    www.es.com 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 
Sky-Skan, Inc.      www.skyskan.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 

 
 

Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 
 

Ash Enterprises International, Inc.   www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
GOTO, Inc.       www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 

 
 

Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 
 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.   www.astro-tec.com 
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.   www.digitaliseducation.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 
 

http://konicaminolta.com/kmpl�
http://www.es.com�
http://www.seos.com�
http://www.skyskan.com�
http://www.seilerinst.com�
http://www.ash-enterprises.com�
http://www.eastcoastcontrol.com�
http://www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html�
http://www.astro-tec.com�
http://www.digitaliseducation.com/�
http://www.starlab.com�


 

 

 

JOIN I.P.S. 
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional plane-
tarians in the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of 
this prestigious organization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a 
member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and  
 the IPS Resource Directory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 
See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 

 
IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available 
at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 
Shawn Laatsch  
IPS Treasurer 
Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii 
600 Imiloa Place 
Hilo, HI 96720 USA 
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735 
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748  
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org 

http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org�


 

 

 



THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National 
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2007. 

PRESIDENT 
Robert J. Bonadurer 
Planetarium at UT Arlington 
700 Planetarium Place 
P.O. Box 19059 
Arlington  TX  76019 
(817) 272-0822 
bonadure@uta.edu 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Cheri Adams 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery 
2600 DeWeese Parkway 
Dayton  OH  45414 
(937) 275-7431, Ext. 122 
cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Drive; University Circle 
Cleveland  OH  44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 3362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
David Hurd 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
103 Cooper Hall EUP 
Edinboro  PA  16415 
(814) 732-2493 
dhurd@edinboro.edu 
 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Dave Weinrich 
Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
1104 7th Avenue South 
Moorhead  MN  56563 
(218) 477-2969 
weinrich@mnstate.edu 

PUBLICATIONS 
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove  IL  60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenjami@triton.edu 
 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale W. Smith 
BGSU Planetarium 
Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Chris Janssen 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau  WI  54401 
(715) 261-0850, Ext. 34246 
cmjanssen@yahoo.com 
 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
S 14 W 28167 Madison Street 
Waukesha  WI  53188 
(262) 896-8423 
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
Elisabeth Hudnutt 
Upton Middle School Planetarium 
800 Maiden Lane 
St. Joseph  MI  49085 
(269) 926-3467 
edaly@sjschools.org 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
PRINTED RESOURCES 
Geoffrey Holt 
Madison Metro School District Planetarium 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison  WI  53717 
(608) 663-6102 
gholt@madison.k12.wi.us 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES 
David C. Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign  IL  61821 
(217) 351-2567 
dleake@parkland.edu 
 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills  MI  48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson 
5075 North Division 
Comstock Park  MI  49321 
(616) 784-9518 
gtomlins@sbcglobal.net 
 

2007 CONFERENCE HOST 
Steve Mitch 
Planetarium, Benedum Natural Science Center 
Wheeling Park Commission 
Oglebay Resort 
Wheeling  WV  26003 
(304) 243-4034 
smitch@oglebay-resort.com 
 
UPCOMING GLPA CONFERENCES: 
 

2007 October 9-13  (w/ MAPS & SEPA) 
  Wheeling, West Virginia 
 
2008 October 29-November 1 
  Milwaukee area, Wisconsin 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from: 
 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
 

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith 
(address given above). 

GLPA Home Page: 
http://www.glpaweb.org/ 
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And what glorious vistas they were! The Star Machine revealed a wealth of detail — 
and so many stars! — he had never seen before. He beheld whole swarms of stars, 
each swarm often appearing as many brilliant suns spiraling away from a bright, 
blazing heart. Many swarms pulsed with azure brilliance, still others smoldered in a 
faint jaundiced glow.   (from The Star Machine by GLPA’s own Roy Kaelin. See page 2 for details) 

Image Credit: NASA and the 
Hubble Heritage Team  (see page 2) 



COVER ILLUSTRATION: 
 

NASA's Hubble Space Telescope has given us a keyhole view towards the heart 
of our Milky Way Galaxy, where a dazzling array of stars reside. Most of the view 
of our galaxy is obscured by dust. Hubble peered into the Sagittarius Star Cloud, 
a narrow, dust-free region, providing this spectacular glimpse of a treasure chest 
full of stars. Some of these gems are among the oldest inhabitants of our galaxy. 
By studying the older stars that pack our Milky Way's hub, scientists can learn 
more about the evolution of our galaxy. 
 
Many of the brighter stars in this image show vivid colors. A star's color reveals its 
temperature, one of its most “vital statistics." Knowing a star's temperature and 
the power of the star's radiation allow scientists to make conclusions about its age 
and mass. Most blue stars are young and hot, up to ten times hotter than our Sun. 
They consume their fuel much faster and live shorter lives than our Sun. Red 
stars come in two flavors: small stars and "red giants". Smaller red stars generally 
have a temperature about half that of our Sun, consuming their fuel slowly and 
thus, live the longest. "Red giant" stars are at the end of their lives because they 
have exhausted their fuel. Although many "red giant" stars may have been ordi-
nary stars like our Sun, as they die they swell up in size, become much cooler, 
and are much more luminous then they were during the majority of their stellar 
life. 
 
Credit: NASA and The Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)  
Acknowledgment: J. Trauger (Jet Propulsion Laboratory) 

COVER TEXT: 
 

The cover text is an excerpt from The Star Machine, which was written by GLPA 
member Roy Kaelin, Manager of Astronomy Education at the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History’s Shafran Planetarium. 
 
© 2005 The Star Machine and Other Tales, Xlibris Corporation, Philadelphia, PA  
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 Any rebels out there? Like to do your own thing? 
Feel you have that unique style that separates you from 
the pack? If so, then the book I just finished is for you.  
 The Scientist as Rebel is a new book by Freeman 
Dyson. I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Dyson — many 
moons ago — when I was fresh out of college working 
for the Space Studies Institute in Princeton, New Jersey. 
Wow. I’ve read all his books. Any trekkies may know 
him from his “Dyson Sphere” concept. This planet size 

artificial sphere would allow an intelligent species to capture all the energy from its parent star. Dyson came 
up with this concept in 1959. The Dyson Sphere was in some Star Trek movie, but I’d be hard pressed to tell 
you which one. 
 Anyway, his latest cosmic manuscript is fantastic. A collection of scientific book reviews he wrote for 
the New York Times. Dyson is dead-on to call the scientist a rebel. He correctly pegs the greats—Galileo, 
Newton and Einstein as non-conformists. His first mention of a thoughtful dissenter is Benjamin Franklin.  
 One chapter about Brian Greene — the string theory renegade who wrote The Elegant Universe and The 
Fabric of the Cosmos — illuminates this current science debate. Dyson captures in simple prose the difference 
between general relativity and quantum mechanics, which led to the string theory. His writing on this has 
given me many ideas to use in a Planetarium show 
 Almost all brilliant minds, in any field, break away from conventional wisdom. As we personally know 
— from a little force called peer pressure — it’s not easy to say, “hey, this way is better.” Copernicus had the 
peer pressure of the geocentric crowd, which was just about everybody. He was so scared to publish his helio-
centric theories that he waited until his deathbed to give the go ahead. 
 In the planetarium field, we have our share of rebels. I recall when I fist heard of the “no seats” planetar-
ium concept in Saint Louis. That took some rebel thinking. Just three years ago, GLPA’s own Chuck Bueter 
convinced a local brewery to make an astronomical beer. That was thinking out of the box. 
 Many maverick thinkers will converge on Wheeling, West Virginia this October at the Triple Conjunc-
tion conference with GLPA, SEPA and MAPS. We’ll hear all sorts of new, innovative ideas. And 
some…..might just be labeled as rebellious. 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

Happy Summer Solstice! 
 At its spring meeting, which was held at the Wheel-
ing, West Virginia Triple Conjunction conference site, the 
GLPA Executive Committee voted to make the GLPA 
Newsletter download page directly accessible from 
GLPA’s website. [Previously, it was a hidden webpage 
whose direct URL was e-mailed to members with each 
new issue]. Now, to find the digital (and full color) version 
of the GLPA Newsletter, you simply have to visit 
www.glpaweb.org/, click on “Newsletter,” and scroll to the bottom of the page. Despite this change to GLPA’s 
policy, those of you who receive the “printed and mailed” version of the newsletter will continue to receive it in 
that format. However, if you wish to change the manner in which your newsletter is delivered, please contact 
GLPA Membership Chairman Chris Janssen at cmjanssen@yahoo.com. 
 This fall, at the site of the Triple Conjunction Conference, GLPA will conduct its biennial election. 
Please review the candidate information on pages 20-22. If you cannot attend the conference but wish to cast 
your vote, you may request an absentee ballot from Chris Janssen. 
 Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2007. Please 
submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late-July. Have a wonderful summer! 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 

mailto:bonadurer@mpm.edu�
http://www.glpaweb.org/�
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  S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 
ILLINOIS: Brock Schroeder 
 Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
 Olivet Nazarene University 
 One University Avenue 
 Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
 (815) 939-5361 
 bschroed@olivet.edu 
 
INDIANA: Alan Pareis 
 9421 Stagecoach Drive 
 Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
 (260) 432-8786 
 bellerophonii@aol.com 
 
MICHIGAN: Michael Narlock 
 Cranbrook Institute of Science 
 39221 Woodward Avenue 
 Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
 (248) 645-3235 
 mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 
OHIO: Dale Smith 
 BGSU Planetarium 
 Department of Physics & Astronomy 
 Bowling Green State University 
 Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
 (419) 372-8666 
 dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 
WISCONSIN/ Dave Weinrich 
MINNESOTA: Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
 1104 7th Avenue South 
 Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
 (218) 477-2969 
 weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 
“OUTER RIM”: Robert J. Bonadurer 
 Director of Planetarium & IMAX 
 Milwaukee Public Museum 
 800 West Wells Street 
 Milwaukee  Wisconsin  53233 
 (414) 278-6985 
 bonadurer@mpm.edu 

This summer, the Zula Patrol is 
invading Chicago’s Adler Plane-
tarium! The brand-new space 
show in the StarRider Theater fea-
tures the characters from the 
popular PBS kids show “The Zula 
Patrol” as they try to save the so-
lar system’s weather from inter-
planetary villains. The Zula Patrol 
gang is also featured in a hands-
on, interactive exhibition that fo-
cuses on Earth’s weather. With 
the help of Multo’s Lab, Zeeter’s 

Spaceship and Bula’s Headquarters, children aged 3–8 get 
a feel for what the weather is like on Earth and in space! 
The Adler is also running Black Holes – The Other Side of 
Infinity in the StarRider Theater. The Sky Theater will be 
featuring Night Sky Live!, a live presentation that zooms in 
on the current constellations to find the treasures that can’t 
be seen with the naked eye. In September, the Adler will 
host the Astronomical Society of the Pacific annual confer-
ence. If you have not attended this astronomy education 
conference in the past, here is your chance to do so without 
leaving the Midwest. For more information, please visit the 
ASP website at www.astrosociety.org/. 
 The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Park-
land College in Champaign will once again reduce its 
schedule during the months of June and July. Saturday 
night public programming will be suspended, but they will 
add two Thursday matinees to their Friday night schedule. 
Showing this summer is Calgary’s In My Backyard, Sude-
kum’s Just Imagine and their own Prairie Skies sky tour. 
In August, they will switch to Minneapolis’ The X-Tra Ter-
restrial Files and Loch Ness’ The Cowboy Astronomer. 
Waylena is busy producing a show about the last 20 years 
of astronomical discoveries for the planetarium’s 20th 
birthday this fall. (Ed. see page 15) Dave will be busy this 
summer with outreach, in part because the state’s reading 
theme is “To the Library and Beyond!” So far, they have 
20 shows booked with their space shuttle space suit. The 
staff recently said goodbye to Mary Nicholas, who retired 
from the college to take a new job at the university. And 
we say “hello!” to our new operations person, Carolyn 
Martin. 
 The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College will combine Galaxies (Hansen Planetarium) and 
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It has been a busy year so far for Dayle Brown of Pegasus Productions and her husband David, who 
moved into a new house in South Bend in March. If you want Dayle and David’s new address and 
contact information, please contact Alan Pareis or Dayle. They celebrated the arrival of a new 
granddaughter in February. In February, Dayle presented “Skylore in the Classroom” at the Hoosier 
Association of Science Teachers, Inc. convention in Indianapolis. March found Dayle exhibiting 
two illustrations from her new book on the Milky Way in an art exhibit for Northern Indiana Artists 
and won a Merit Award for “Phaethon’s Path.” Her article “Skylore in the Classroom” was pub-
lished in the Spring 2007 HASTI Journal. Dayle recently participated in the Artist’s Market at the 
Studio Arts Center and exhibited in the Nappanee Art Fair. She was also a participant in Irish As-
tronomy Day, sponsored by the Notre Dame Physics Department and the Michigan Astronomical 
Society. In addition to exhibiting at the art fairs, Dayle sells her Skylore books and materials. 
 Although retired, B.J. Harper is still connected to the Northrup High School Planetarium 

in Fort Wayne, and she reports that the radio telescope at Northrop is almost ready to go online as soon as the appropriate 
laptop computer is acquired. B.J. started the telescope project before she retired. With the help of the FW Radio Club and 
the expertise of two retired engineers from Raytheon and ITT, the scope has had the antenna added to the dish and all the 
connections to the planetarium have been completed. B.J. is also an active member of the Fort Wayne Astronomical Soci-
ety and credits several of its members for volunteer help with the telescope. B.J. notes, “the project is about 2.5 years be-
hind schedule but ‘first light’ is definitely on the horizon. Hopefully by the next GLPA Newsletter, we can send out the 
message, ‘Can you hear me now?’ to some distant galaxy.” (just kidding of course) 
 The Merrillville Community Planetarium presented its first program using DigitalSky 2 in January. The Winter 
Sky is a public show featuring the bright stars, constellations, and planets visible from Northwest Indiana. The DigitalSky 
2 all-dome video projection system was installed in Merrillville just prior to the 2006 GLPA Conference. Hosts Barbara 
and Gregg Williams would like to thank everyone who contributed to the success of the 2006 GLPA Conference in Mer-
rillville, including delegates, vendors, speakers, workshop presenters, and volunteers. The four-day conference attracted 
152 participants from 21 states, the District of Columbia, the United Kingdom, and Australia. 
 The E. C. Schouweiler staff — Alan Pareis, Director, Chris Highlen Technician-Audio/Video post production, 
Nick Hayward and Mike Beechill, Educators — are excited that the grant they applied for over two years ago has finally 
come through. It is hoped that Alan and Chris can start equipment installation following the conclusion of Fort Wayne’s 
“Three Rivers Festival” in July. Ironically, long grant processing delays sometimes have their silver linings. During the 
past two years, Leica stopped producing their version of the already discontinued EktaPro 7020-9040 series slide projec-
tors. With only used projectors available and approved, and their subsequent lower cost, the original “dream system” 

STATE NEWS (continued) 

its own Skywatcher’s Guide for its earth and sky show, Laser Motown (Laser Fantasy) and the Legends of 
Rock mini-show (Aura Technologies) combined in a 60-minute laser concert, Sky Tellers (Lunar and Plane-
tary Institute) and its own Skywatcher’s Guide for its family show, and Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast (Sudekum) 
as its children’s show. In September, the Cernan Center will welcome geologist Dr. John Savino, who will 
present a program about supervolcanoes (particularly the one that lies beneath Yellowstone National Park) 
and the threat that they pose to life on our planet. Dr. Savino’s new book Supervolcano: The Catastrophic 
Event that Changed the Course of Human History will be released in late-August. 

 The Lakeview Museum Planetarium is pleased to announce that they have signed a contract for the purchase of 
a Zeiss Skymaster ZKP4 and Quinto full dome digital projection system, which will be installed in December. In the 
meantime, they will be presenting From the Void, and Stella Returns on weekends this summer, and Where in the Uni-
verse is Carmen Sandiego, In my Backyard, Little Star That Could, RingWorld and The Great Dinosaur Caper on week-
days. The Interplanetary Bicycle Ride through Peoria’s Community Solar System Model will take off for the 13th year on 
August 11-12. Saturday riders can choose their distances, traveling from Saturn to Jupiter, or to Uranus, Neptune or Pluto. 
Sunday riders will travel through the inner Solar System. Online registration is at www.lakeview-museum.org/iplanet/
iplanet.html. 
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As we head into the hot and balmy summer months, Michigan planetarians will be kept 
busy with a variety of projects that include theatre maintenance, special events and of 
course a multitude of interesting and educational programs. 
 The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills is set to 
debut The Future Is Wild by Evans & Sutherland on July 2nd. They’re also deeply in-
volved in the full-dome/traditional planetarium program production of Bad Astronomy - 
Myths and Misconceptions. In addition, the Astronomy Department has just finished 
teaching a semester long course at Lawrence Technological University for students 
earning their Master in Science Education degree. Later this summer, they’ll also host 
several sold-out, week-long astronomy camps. Cranbrook is also pleased to announce 
that author, research astronomer, and curator of the Vatican Meteorite collection 
Brother Guy Consolmagno has accepted a position as adjunct curator at the Institute of 
Science. 

 Summer shows at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium include Death of the Dinosaurs (Strasenburgh 
Planetarium), Treasures of the Milky Way (in-house), and Dinosaur Chronicles (Taylor Planetarium). The dinosaur shows 
begin running June 30th when the exhibit “Return of the Dinosaurs” opens in the traveling exhibit gallery. Currently, staff 
are completing Dinosaur Chronicles and working on Polar Astronomers, a program about the science at the poles during 
the International Polar Year.  

STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Summer Solstice, 2007 

DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the autumn issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
July. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Other” and then follow the instructions 
to sign up. 

could be afforded. Instead of a six-projector pan system, it will be 12 projectors in six dissolve pairs, con-
trolled by the planetarium’s Bowen AstroFX automation system. Completion of the installation will bring the 
total number of automated ExtaPros to 18. The planetarium would like to acquire two more “gently used” 
7020 or 9040 ExtaPros for on-the-shelf spares. Contact Alan if you can help. Finally, the Schouweiler staff is 
well into production of the Fernbank/NASA show Hotter Than Blue for its July debut for the Three Rivers 
Festival. 

 Finally I would like to personally thank Mitch Luman from the Koch Science Center and Planetarium at the 
Evansville Museum of Arts History and Science and the wonderful staff of the Museum for hosting our Indiana Spring 
meeting. The event was great and was well worth the trip downstate. I plan to make a more detailed report in the autumn 
GLPA Newsletter, perhaps even with pictures. The meeting included a trip to a rural setting where GLPA member Jim 
Havens and his wife Carol provide astro-educational experiences for school and other community groups. The Educa-
tional Center includes a roll-off roof observatory equipped with several telescopes and a digital stand up to enter an in-
flatable planetarium. More details next issue. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

 Production of the new show Bad Astronomy - Myths and Misconceptions continued for the 
folks of the Detroit Science Center’s Dassault Systèmes Planetarium. Video shoots with “Bad As-
tronomer” Phil Plait were completed at the Cranbrook Art Academy in Bloomfield Hills, and the plan-
ning for additional video and still images for the traditional planetarium theater with video version and 
the full-dome versions continues. National Astronomy Day 2007 brought over 2,700 visitors to view 
the Sun in solar telescopes provided by members of the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club, observe Venus 
during the day with the naked eye, and join planetarium staff and the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club at 

the first “Beginner’s Night” at Island Lake State Recreation Area, west of Detroit. Solar System Adventures, their stalwart 
show for elementary students, will be retired at the end of the 2006-2007 school year. Their workhouse planet show will 
be replaced by Sudekum Planetarium’s show Nine Planets and Counting. 
 The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium is currently enjoying a busy spring school show season. The new program 
Solar System Safari opened in late-February and has been very well received — a total of 4,324 viewers as of the end of 
April. The shows curriculum includes all of the most current solar system knowledge, including detailed information on 
Pluto, the official definition of the word planet, and the dwarf planet Eris. Show kits are already available for large plane-
taria, and the show can easily be adapted for small or full dome theaters. The Chaffee also recently created a stand-alone 
DVD entitled Rocket Riders which is currently being shown to the public in conjunction with the planetarium show Voy-
age to Infinity. Rocket Riders is a short documentary on the history of the space program and was produced in collabora-
tion with the Kent District Library’s “One Book One County” program, featuring the book Rocket Boys/October Sky by 
Homer Hickam. Copies of the Rocket Riders DVD were given to the local libraries and are also available through the Mu-
seum’s gift shop. On the technical side of things, the Chaffee recently installed two more DVD players to replace some 
old laser disk players, giving the Chaffee a total of three DVD players to use as video sources. 
 The current feature at Abrams Planetarium is The Search For Life in the Universe, narrated by Leonard Nimoy. 
Their family show is The Sky Above Mister Rogers Neighborhood. On their website, the “Sky Watchers Diary” has been 
discontinued, as Bob Victor didn’t want to write it anymore. Allegedly, he wants to enjoy retirement instead. So . . . 
they’ve replaced it with a similar item, “Night Sky Notes,” a daily description of what’s up in the night sky. It is available 
as an RSS feed. Other planetariums are welcome to use their “Night Sky Notes” feed on their web pages. They have a 
page that creates the code for a Java script that can easily be pasted into any existing web page. The RSS feed then shows 
up as a box on the page. For more information, contact John French at frenchj@msu.edu or visit www.pa.msu.edu/
abrams/nightskynotes/ for the “Night Sky Notes” and www.pa.msu.edu/people/frenchj/feed2js/ for the Java script 
builder. They also have a monthly podcast, which can be heard at www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/starline/. 
 The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City will be busy over the summer with special events. June 25-28 is the 
annual “Explore and Experience” summer camp for ages 7-11. In June, July, August and September, planetarium staff 
members will be making seven “Stargazing Dinner Cruises” on the tall ship “Appledore” out into Saginaw Bay. The 
planetarium’s annual fundraiser is on July 3rd when special guests get a catered dinner, planetarium show, and the best 
seats in town (on the planetarium’s observation deck) to view one of Michigan’s largest fireworks displays. Showing in 
the planetarium this summer will be WSKY: Radio Station of the Stars in June; Big and H21 as a double feature in July; 
and More Than Meets the Eye and the Digital Amusement Park as a double feature in August. The facility will then shut 
down for annual cleaning and maintenance during the month of September. 
 The Exhibit Museum’s third planetarium instrument since 1958, a Spitz A-4, will see its last show on August 
26th. Over the following six weeks the planetarium will see a general facelift (retaining the current dome) and the installa-
tion of its fourth instrument, a 1050 X 1050, single lens all-dome system by SCISS. Installed by the Elumenati, LCC, the 
Uniview system will serve both as a public and school program projection system, as a research tool for University faculty 
across campus, and as a student resource for special projects promotion. The renovation was made possible by a generous 
gift from an alumnus, and by other private, foundation, and public support. 
 The eight public shows presented in the Vollbrecht Planetarium in Dearborn in their 2007 Spring Series were a 
success thanks to two new events. The first was Hollywood Science Fiction Duds. On April 27th, they 
showed the universally acclaimed worst SF film ever made — “Plan 9 From Outer Space.” There were lots of groans and 
laughter. The second event, on May 11th, was a raffle for a pre-owned, motorized refractor valued at $750. With only 52 
tickets in the drawing, odds of winning were astronomically better than winning the State Lottery. A new Toshiba TDP-
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

Cheri Adams reports that Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum of Discovery astronomy department 
holds a third “Friday Family Fun Night” each month with a different astronomical theme. The 
evening begins with astronomy-related hands-on activities for ages five to nine in which the 
whole family participates, followed by a What’s Up Tonight presentation in the planetarium. 
Weather permitting, observing for all continues through 11 p.m. The family event will be sus-
pended in June as the annual amateur astronomy conference, “Apollo Rendezvous,” will be 
held instead. “Family Fun” resumes in July. To celebrate the International Polar Year, Polar 
Skies will be presented to compare the Dayton skies with those of the North and South poles. 
 At the Sidney Frohman Planetarium in Sandusky, Lois Wolf is ending the planetar-
ium year with a resurrection of the old Hansen Planetarium production of The People, a cele-
bration of the dignity and creativity of Native American people who live in harmony with na-

ture, the Earth, and the sky. It was previously presented at Frohman in the early 80s, and again in the late 90s during the 
celebration of the planetarium’s 30th anniversary. Lois has updated the program with some PowerPoint images, but the 
beauty of the presentation remains in its simplicity, not a lot of technical ornamentation; it is the oral history of a people, 
heard round the campfire in the dark. The Cultural Center, a partner in the same building as the planetarium, is concur-
rently presenting “Sharing Myths,” an exhibition of contemporary art from the First Peoples of the Northwest Coast of the 
U.S. and Canada, and running The People in the planetarium is a natural partnership in programming. The mixture of mu-
sic floating out in the hall from both places is incredible! This year marks the 40th anniversary of Sidney Frohman Plane-
tarium, and Lois is planning a fall celebration. 
 On January 14, 2007, the Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History celebrated its five-
year anniversary as a top-notch facility in northeast Ohio. CMNH also welcomed Roy Kaelin as Manager of Astronomy 
Education to refine its astronomical educational programming, develop new show programming, and to add to the content 
of the live sky shows presented at Shafran Planetarium. The Astronomy staff at CMNH just concluded the run of its live 
show Raining Cats and Dogs and its counterpart children’s show In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb to highlight the cat-and-
dog constellations that populate spring skies. Newest shows for the run through early summer are Best in Show, a public 
show primarily for older children and adults, and its complementary children’s version Hubble’s Bubbles; both shows 
highlight the wealth of planetary nebulae and other glorious images that Hubble has taken over the years. Like other fa-
cilities open to the public on Astronomy Day, the Shafran Planetarium and Mueller Observatory enjoyed relatively good 
attendance for their activities, with sundial and star-chart construction, a mirror-making demonstration, Starlab shows, 
telescope set-ups from area astronomy clubs, and exceptional raffle items provided by Astronomy Magazine. Gene Zajac 
of Shaker Heights Planetarium was the featured speaker for the day. The CMNH Astronomy staff has also begun planning 
for an outdoor astronomy immersion experience, known as “Star Camp,” to be offered at a rural site in summer 2008. De-
tails to be presented in a later issue of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 The Bowling Green State University Planetarium echoed to the sound of handbells as its eighth biennial hand-
bell concert on March 17th featured bell choirs from two area churches. In late April and early May, the Planetarium fea-
tured a short run of Navigating with Lewis & Clark. Originally created by Eileen Starr and colleagues at the Valley City 
State University Planetarium in North Dakota, the program follows the expedition route and shows how Lewis and Clark 
used celestial methods of navigation to measure their latitude and longitude. 
 More than twenty planetarians from Ohio, southern Michigan, western Pennsylvania, and western New York 
gathered for the 2007 greater Ohio meeting on Saturday, April 14th at the Appold Planetarium of Lourdes College in Syl-
vania. Following a meet-and-greet time, host Erika Buri demonstrated Appold’s new Spitz SciDome projection system. 
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S8 data (digital) projector was purchased through visitor donations and continues to be a big hit. After 
using 35mm slide projectors since 1967, the joys of having 900+ digitally stored images to draw from 
is a heavenly teaching experience. Except for private shows, the theater will remain dark during the 
summer. The eight public shows scheduled for their 2007 Fall Series begin — appropriately — on the 
autumnal equinox. It will include another telescope giveaway and another Hollywood dud. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Summer Solstice, 2007 

We begin our news of the Wisconsin-Minnesota region in Wisconsin. The 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha will be alternating the fol-
lowing programs throughout the summer months: The Skies Above Mr. 
Rogers’ Neighborhood, Nine Planets and Counting, Hubble Vision II, and 
a new home-produced show about the history of the United States space 
program called Into the Universe. 
 We have several personnel changes in the Wisconsin region. 
GLPA President Bob Bonadurer is no longer “deep in the heart of Texas.” 
He recently became the planetarium director at the Milwaukee Public 
Museum. Welcome back home Bob! 

 Jean Creighton is the new Director of the Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. Jean has a degree in physics from the University of Athens and graduate degrees from St. Mary’s University 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia and the University of Waterloo. Since 1999, she has been teaching astronomy at UW-M and in 
2006, she started running the planetarium. She says, “I love sharing my excitement with my audience and my own two 
boys. I look forward to meeting more fellow planetarians.” Welcome to the GLPA region, Jean! 
 Ty Westbrook is the new Director of the Barlow Planetarium in Menasha, replacing long-time Director Karen 
Klamczynski, who has taken a position with Evans and Sutherland. Welcome to the planetarium profession, Ty! 
 Now for Minnesota news. This summer, the Paulucci Space Theatre in Hibbing is premiering a new children’s 
program called The Wonderful World of Water, an older home production on Renaissance astronomers called Out of the 
Darkness, and the large format film The Human Body. Director Marc Rouleau is also heading up a new science club for 

               
No “Outer Rim” State News was reported. 

THE OUTER RIM 

girls, and production is underway for the Paulucci Space Theatre’s third show 
that it will offer for sale in show kits, titled Moons. The first two offerings are 
a solar system tour called Destination: Pluto, and The Wonderful World of 
Water. Copies of the scripts of the shows are available for preview by e-
mailing marcrouleau@hibbing.edu. 
 At MSU Moorhead, live shows are the order of business in the sum-
mer. Their July feature is Our Moon, while August visitors can Catch a Fal-
ling Star. Telescope viewing of the Moon is also planned for July. 

Although she’s been on the job for less than a year and has only one day a week at Lourdes, Erika navi-
gated the SciDome software with impressive ease, made a variety of spontaneous sky simulations, and ran 
a prepared show. An afternoon paper session featured a variety of topics. Doug Fowler (Youngstown) un-
furled a paper-and-string model that illustrated the relative size and separations of the Milky Way and the 
Andromeda Galaxy. Jeanne Bishop (Westlake) showed a video segment of a History Channel program on 
a Chinese cosmological clock built during the Song Dynasty. Sharon Shanks (Youngstown) discussed 

misconceptions in the Drinking Gourd program and possible ways of dealing with them. Gene Zajac (Shaker Heights) 
talked about activities in connection with the upcoming STS 118 mission that will service the International Space Station 
and carry Educator Astronaut Barbara Morgan. John Schroer explained the Detroit Science Center’s production of a new 
show based on Phil Plait’s Bad Astronomy book. Dale Smith (Bowling Green) described several assignments in an in-
quiry-based honors astronomy class he is teaching. 
 Gene and Pam Zajac and Kelly Jons hosted the March 21st meeting of the Cleveland Regional Association of 
Planetariums (C.R.A.P.) at the Shaker Heights Planetarium. 
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  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

TRIPLE CONJUNCTION CONFERENCE UPDATE 
 

If there is any chance that you will attend the Triple Conjunc-
tion Conference this October, it is highly recommended that 
you reserve your lodging accommodations now. This confer-
ence, which will unite the three largest U.S. planetarium re-
gionals (GLPA, MAPS and SEPA) will be held at the Ogle-
bay Resort in Wheeling, West Virginia from October 9-13, 
2007. Conference Host Steve Mitch encourages you to book 
early, even if you don’t know for sure that you’ll be attending 
the conference. The lodge will begin releasing rooms on 

Thursday, August 9th. Please bear in mind that 1) you can always cancel your room reservations if the need 
arises and 2) an upper limit of 300 registrants has been set for the conference, which should give you even more 
reason to avoid procrastination! 
 

 Highlights for the 2007 Triple Conjunction Conference include: 
 

 A wonderful setting at the Oglebay Resort & Conference Center. Nestled within the autumn beauty of 
West Virginia’s mountains, Oglebay not only offers 1,700 acres of relaxation, learning, and networking with 
colleagues, but also dozens of activities, including a zoo, golf, tennis, and horseback riding. 
 Wonderful speakers, including noted author and comet discoverer David Levy, Charles A. Wood (author 

of Sky & Telescope’s “Exploring the Moon” series), author and Astronomy Update legend Dr. Jim Kaler, 
and Spitz lecturer Dr. James Sweitzer. 
 Wonderful excursions to the Carnegie Science Center, Buhl Planetarium, and the Carnegie Museum of 

Natural History in Pittsburgh. 
 Wonderful workshops (including a series of Portable Dome workshops hosted by Susan Button), vendor 

demonstrations, and paper sessions, presented by your planetarium colleagues from throughout the three 
largest U.S. regions. 
 Wonderful activities, including an “Astropardy” (i.e. astronomy-related Jeopardy) game quiz hosted by Jon 

Bell. 
 Wonderful people, including the rare opportunity to meet and spend time with planetarians from the MAPS 

and SEPA regions. 
 

 Reservations can be made by calling (800) 624-6988. Full details of the conference can be found in the 
conference registration packet that has been sent to members of all three regional associations. Much of this in-
formation (including last minute changes or updates) can also be found by clicking on the “Conference” button 
on GLPA’s Home Page at www.glpaweb.org/. 
 See you in Wheeling in October! 
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A NEW COSMOLOGY SHORT COURSE FOR PLANETARIANS 
 

 On December 7-9, 2007, the University of Chicago’s Kavli Institute of Cosmological Physics (KICP) 
will offer a new, three-day, intensive short course (titled Chicago Maps the Cosmos) that will highlight cartog-
raphy on the grandest scales — mapping the cosmos. It will explore the ethereal science of cosmology in the 
concrete terms of the observed hierarchical structure of the universe, which we have only recently come to un-
derstand. Chicago Maps the Cosmos will explore our current understanding of the cosmos from the perspective 
of those who are at the forefront of investigating it, and it will provide participants with the tools they need to 
bring the excitement of discovery back to their home institutions. Chicago Maps the Cosmos will also encom-
pass the broader themes of “Festival of Maps: Chicago” — cartography, discovery, exploration, inspiration and 
showcasing the local riches of the city of Chicago. 
 A complete course description and online registration can be found at kicp.uchicago.edu/maps2007. 
Applications are due July 1, 2007. Travel and housing support is available. KICP is looking to attract a broad 
national audience for this short course, so please spread the word to your colleagues. 
 

WESTERN ALLIANCE CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN ALASKA 
 

 You are cordially invited to attend the Western Alliance Conference of Planetariums, which will be held 
in Fairbanks, Alaska on September 20-22, 2007. For more information, please visit their conference website at 
www.wap-con.org or contact MaryAnn Tabada at (408) 928-9604 or via e-mail at tabadam@esuhsd.org. 
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 PLANETARIUM OUTREACHES 

An ongoing column prepared by 
Dave DeRemer, GLPA Education Chair, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin 

 
A “Blue Moon” Party 

 
Our next planetarium outreach is provided by “Mother Nature” herself. On May 
31st, in honor of the second full moon in the same calendar month, we plan to 
celebrate the "Blue Moon" with the fourth grade students and their parents from 
one of our local schools. We will have blue ice cream, celestial tunes and tele-
scopes to look at our nearest neighbor in space. Already many of the parents 
have signed on to help with displays and refreshments to put in the school gym. 
Outreaches such as this are fun and are made to order for the involvement of the 
community planetarium. I invite you to look ahead in your astronomical calen-
dar and keep an eye on astronomy events that you can share with your commu-
nity. Please send your favorite outreach to either Bart Benjamin or to me, so that 
we can share your fun idea with our planetarium community. Happy Blue 
Moon! 
 

      Dave DeRemer 

http://kicp.uchicago.edu/maps2007�
http://www.wap-con.org�
mailto:tabadam@esuhsd.org�
mailto:dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us�


 



14 

 

VOLUME II, NUMBER 2           SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1967
(5 pages in length) 

 
 
GLPA’s fifth newsletter and the second issue of 1967 con-
tained the following articles and columns: 
 
 

☼ The cover story was an article written by Von Del Chamberlain titled “Correlation Between the Class-
room and the Planetarium Visit.” In his two-page article, Chamberlain described an effective class-
room-planetarium teaching approach that includes school surveying, the selection of appropriate grade 
levels and/or programming, the selection of educational materials to enhance the teacher/student visit, 
and his suggestion to offer teacher orientation sessions early each school year. He also strongly sug-
gested that teachers be encouraged to schedule multiple visits to the planetarium to significantly im-
prove the classroom-planetarium connection. 

☼ More information was provided about the October 19-21, 1967 conference in Cleveland, including 
news that the first day of the conference will include tours of local facilities, such as NASA’s Lewis 
Research Facility and Cleveland’s Supplementary Education Center. The highlight of the conference 
will be the delivery of the first “Armand Spitz Lecture,” with the speaker yet to be announced. [Ed. 
Mrs. Armand Spitz would later be selected to present GLPA’s first “Armand Spitz Lecture” on Friday 
evening, October 20, 1967]. 

☼ On May 19, 1967, the Planetarium of the Grand Rapids Public Museum was officially dedicated as the 
Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium, in honor of Grand Rapids’ home-town astronaut who died in the Apollo 
1 fire nearly four months earlier. Astronaut Eugene Cernan was the featured speaker at the dedication 
ceremonies. [Ed. Thirty-two years later, Captain Cernan would write very fondly and at length about 
his good friend Roger Chaffee in his autobiography The Last Man on the Moon]. 

☼ It was announced that the Midwest Museums Association would meet in Grand Rapids in October, and 
the manner in which the Grand Rapids Public Museum utilizes its Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium will 
be one of the major subjects to be featured. 

☼ Michigan State University is developing a curriculum in planetarium education that will eventually 
lead to a Master’s degree program. 

☼ It was announced that Dennis and Cynthia Sunal, “who have been mainsprings in the G.L.P.A. since its 
organization,” recently left for Thailand to teach for two years. The newsletter also noted that their ac-
tive participation in GLPA will be missed and their return “anxiously anticipated.” 
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VOLUME XXII, NUMBER 2      SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1987
(24 pages in length) 

 
 
 
 
 

GLPA’s second issue of 1987 contained the following articles and columns: 
 
☼ Anticipated highlights of the 1987 GLPA Conference in Merrillville, Indiana were provided, including a 

panel discussion of religion and astronomy, a variety of hands-on workshops, and Jack Spoehr (of Spitz 
and IMAX) who was selected to be that conference’s Armand Spitz Lecturer. 

☼ Four pages of the newsletter were devoted to the spring GLPA Executive Committee Meeting, which 
lasted for over 8 1/2 hours. At that time, Gary Tomlinson was President, Steve Bishop was President-Elect, 
Sheldon Schafer was both Past-President and IPS Representative, and David E. Parker was Secretary/
Treasurer. Appointed chairs were Robert Gardner (Conference Planning), Bob Thomson (Membership), 
Rod Thompson (Education), Jerry Mansfield (Instruction Materials), and Jeanne Bishop (Publications). 

☼ In Illinois State News, then Planetarium Director Jim Manning announced that the staff of the Parkland 
College Planetarium was installing their new Zeiss M-1015 star projector, with all other theater equipment 
to follow in the summer of 1987. Their new planetarium is expected to open in October. 

☼ In Minnesota-Wisconsin State News, it was announced that “Bob Allen is due to be married on May 30, 
[1987].” The notice further proclaimed that “we of GLPA wish [Bob and Suzanna] the very best.” [Ed. 
Bob: On behalf of today’s GLPA membership, make the most of your retirement years in Florida and 
Happy 20th Anniversary!]. 

☼ In Ohio State News, it was reported that bad luck fell upon the April 4th state meeting in Youngstown, 
when a near-record April blizzard struck. The Ohio news item went on to say that “only the foolish contin-
gent from [Bowling Green], who didn’t know about the storm until they slid into it half-way across the 
state,” were able to join the host planetarians that day. 

☼ Dayle Brown wrote a lengthy “letter to the editor” to announce that the Hudson Lake Planetarium, “with 
its spanking new 10-foot dome and slightly used Spitz A-2 projector,” will formally open “as soon as I get 
it built.” Dayle went on to thank the many people who have contributed to her career thus far. 

☼ GLPA Historian Dave DeBruyn wrote a two-page article reflecting upon the 1967 Cleveland Conference, 
now twenty years past. 

☼ The GLPA Newsletter’s “Focus on Members” column highlighted Dennis Brinkman of the Como Planetar-
ium in Saint Paul, Minnesota. As with other GLPA members who have been so featured, the article de-
scribed Denny’s early interest in astronomy, offered a brief description of his facility, and described his 
skills at building special effects projectors. The article commented that “after nine years under the planetar-
ium stars, Dennis still finds a lot of satisfaction and challenge in his work.” 



GLPA Executive Committee Meeting 
Oglebay Resort 

Wheeling, West Virginia 
April 28, 2007 

 
Present:  Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer. Joe DeRocher, Geoff 
Holt, David Hurd, Chris Janssen, Dale Smith, Gary Tomlinson, and Dave Weinrich. 
 

Call to Order:  Following a morning meeting with Steve Mitch and representatives from MAPS 
and SEPA with regard to this fall’s Triple Conjunction Conference, the GLPA business meeting 
was called to order by President Bob Bonadurer at 1:45 p.m. EDT. This was followed by a short 
review of the meeting agenda. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held in Merrillville, 
Indiana on October 25, 2006 had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and e-mailed to each 
member. Dave Weinrich moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  David Hurd handed out the Financial Report and current status with respect 
to the proposed budget for the year. The Financial Report was discussed and clarifications were 
made. Dave DeRemer moved that the Financial Report be approved. The motion was seconded and 
carried. For a copy of that Financial Report, please contact David Hurd. 

The committee then discussed the issue of travel reimbursement to meetings for the 
Executive Committee. It was decided to set a $15 per day limit on meals. David Hurd moved we 
adopt the changes and add them to the General Procedures section of the GLPA Ordinances. 
Therefore, the relevant section will read “…GLPA Executive Committee members are eligible to 
receive reimbursements for their out-of-pocket expenses to attend Executive Committee meetings 
held at times other than the annual conference. Reimbursable expenses will be calculated using one 
of the following: 

A. car rental, fuel costs, lodging and meals (meal reimbursement not to exceed $15 per 
day); or  

B. current IRS mileage reimbursement rate (for driving one’s own vehicle), lodging and 
meals (meal reimbursement not to exceed $15 per day); or 

C. airline tickets, ground transportation, lodging and meals (meal reimbursement not to 
exceed $15 per day). 

 

Committee members will use prudence in expenditures and any individual reimbursement 
over $200.00 requires presidential pre-approval.” The motion was seconded and carried. 
  The committee also discussed changing the amount requiring Presidential pre-approval (see 
last sentence from ordinance above) from $200 to $500. Gary Tomlinson moved we adopt the $500 
amount. The motion was seconded and carried. 

Cheri Adams discussed insurance for GLPA and the Executive Committee with regard to 
liability and bonding insurance. David Hurd moved that we accept the quotes that were reported to 
us. This will cover liability for directors and officers and general liability. In addition, the motion 
includes securing advice on whether or not to buy bonding insurance for the treasurer as stated in 
the GLPA Executive Handbook and Duties for Secretary/Treasurer. Motion was seconded and 
carried. 
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Further discussion included GLPA changing our non-profit status from 501(c)6 to 501(c)3. 
Geoff moved that GLPA pursue the (c) 3 status. Motion was seconded and carried. 
 

President’s Report:  Bob Bonadurer reported that Ken Murphy received a grant to help convert 
some slide-based planetarium shows into digital form. These programs will be offered to GLPA 
members at a nominal price. Bob also reported that he has selected a recipient for this year’s Galileo 
award.  
 

President-Elect’s Report:  Cheri Adams reported that nominations for fall conference elections 
include John Schroer and Fran Ratka for President-Elect and Dave Weinrich for IPS Representative. 
Cheri continues to look for nominations for someone to run against Dave. 
 

Past President’s Report:  Joe DeRocher expressed his appreciation for being able to serve on the 
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee commended Joe for his job well done!  
 

Development Report:  Bob Bonadurer reported that the Executive Committee deeply regrets that 
Lisa Hudnutt had to give up the Development position due to a job change. Further discussion 
centered on choosing a person to replace Lisa. Bob will appoint one of several potential candidates 
to serve as Development Chair. 
 

Membership Report:  Chris Janssen reported about online data systems. Four options were 
proposed and one was selected as being the most prudent for GLPA right now. However, it was also 
noted that we will continue to seek a more efficient system. 

Potential Fellows and Honorary Life Members that were nominated by the Executive 
Committee were discussed. It was decided that there are currently no members that fully meet the 
qualifications. No nominations were received from the general membership. 
 

Education Report:  Dave DeRemer reminded the committee to submit brief articles to Bart 
describing something unique and/or unusual that you do in your planetarium (e.g. outreach, 
sleepovers, music, etc.) This is called “Planetarium Outreaches” in the newsletter. Bart will add a 
reminder to constituents in the next newsletter to solicit articles for this column. 

Dave also reported the NSTA Congress will be held July 18 - 21, 2007 in San Antonio. 
Chris Janssen and Gary Sampson will be attending.  

Dave also reported on a partnership with the USRA/NCESSE (Universities Space Research 
Association/The National Center for Earth and Space Science Education).  

The Education Chair also reported on the progress with the GLPA sponsored "Cosmology" 
program.  

Dave also reported on two planetarium courses offered for credit this summer. These 
courses are offered through the College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine. For more information 
about these courses, which run July 1-6 and July 22 – August 3, contact Jean Sylvia at 1-800-597-
9500 or jsylvia@coa.edu. 
 

Instructional Materials Report:  Geoff Holt reported on the following points. 
1. Ordering activity in Instructional Materials over the past 6 months includes orders for several 
show kits, several scripts, and several Tips booklets.  
2. Web Site:  

a. Online Orders: We have received our first orders through the GLPA Online Store, 
including a couple of memberships and Instructional Materials purchases.  
b. Web Host: We will be moving the web site to a new host. Our gracious web space 
provider is getting out of the business, but he’s lined us up with another host who is willing 
to host our site for free if we get our 501c(3) status. This process of changing servers 
should be undetectable by our website visitors. 
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c. Visitors: On average, we get a little under 1,000 unique visitors (without robots or 
crawlers) to our web site per month. Most of our visitors are from the U.S. and are on the 
site for less than 30 seconds. The most visited pages for 2006 were (in order); home page, 
Solar System Adventure Teachers Guide, Scripts, Conference, Resources (Instructional 
Materials), History, State Organizations. In March, 2007, the second most visited page was 
the Newsletter page (272), but the Newsletter Download page was only visited 61 times. 
Does this mean that people aren’t finding the electronic newsletter? 

3. Contribute! Please consider sharing your photos/images, scripts, and other resources that you 
think may be helpful to other planetarians. 
 

  The issue of materials available for GLPA members that are not available to nonmembers 
was also discussed. It was decided that a nominal fee will be charged for materials not available to 
nonmembers. Geoff will develop a proposed fee and will e-mail it to the Executive Committee for 
approval. 
 

Publication’s Report: Publications Chair Bart Benjamin reported that the production of GLPA’s 
two regular publications – the GLPA Newsletter and Conference Proceedings – continue to run 
smoothly. E-mail feedback suggests that GLPA members are pleased that they can choose the 
manner in which they receive their quarterly newsletter. After a short discussion, the Executive 
Committee voted to make the GLPA Newsletter download page directly accessible from the GLPA 
website to facilitate the distribution of the GLPA Newsletter.  
 

Conference Planning: A joint meeting between SEPA, MAPS and GLPA Executives was 
instrumental in finalizing details for the Triple Conjunction Conference to be held October, 2007. 
Discussion with regard to various traditions and ceremonies were hammered out. Registration issues 
were also discussed and finalized. Gary will be working closely with Steve Mitch to finalize 
registration material.  

Dave DeRemer reported on the 2008 conference in the Milwaukee area. Room rates and 
facilities are secured, and a conference video will be produced to introduce the conference to GLPA 
members at the Triple Conjunction Conference. A water park is adjacent to the hotel. Three 
different types of planetariums will be showcased. A tentative agenda will be sent to the Executive 
Committee soon. Since the banquet will be held on Halloween night, space-related costumes are 
encouraged and a contest will be held with respect to the costumes. It was also decided that the 
spring 2008 Executive Committee meeting be held at the conference site. 

Discussion ensued about the 2009 ALL USA Regional Conference in Baton Rouge. Since 
Jon Alvert will be “pitching” this conference at the Triple Conjunction conference, it was decided 
that the members of GLPA who are present at the Triple Conjunction will vote their preference on 
whether or not GLPA should participate in this conference. As stated in the by-laws, the Executive 
Committee will make the final decision guided by that vote.  
 

IPS Report:  Dave Weinrich reported about choices for the 2010 IPS Conference – China, France 
and Egypt – and asked if there might be a way for IPS members in the GLPA region to indicate 
their preference. Dave also reported about the council meeting that will be held in Brazil in August. 
 

Old Business:  None 
 

New Business:  None  
 

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
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  G L P A   E L E C T I O N S 

CANDIDATES FOR GLPA OFFICES 
 

Voting will occur at the Annual Business Meeting of the GLPA Conference in Wheeling, West Virginia or by 
absentee ballot following GLPA requirements. 
 

The GLPA Nominations Committee respectfully submits to the membership the following candidates for office: 
 

President-Elect: 
Fran Ratka 

John Schroer  
 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
(No election needed; David Hurd’s current term will continue until the spring of 2010) 

 
IPS Representative: 

Dave Weinrich  (currently running unopposed) 
 
 

Candidate Background Information 
 
 

FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT 

 
Candidate Name:  Fran Ratka 
 

Contact Information:  Euclid High School Planetarium; 711 East 222 Street; Euclid, OH  44123 
  Phone:  (216) 797-7871 E-mail:  fratka1@yahoo.com or fratka@euclid.k12.oh.us 
 

Member of GLPA:  10 years 
 

Educational Experience:  B.S. in Chemistry from Notre Dame College of Ohio and “more astronomy, physical 
  science, chemistry, and general teacher workshops than I would care to count.” 
 

Current and Past Service to GLPA:  Helped plan and host the last two GLPA conferences in Cleveland; was  
  a conference paper presenter in 2002(?); served in the GLPA Nominations Committee in 2005. 
 

Member of the following Organizations:  Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums (CRAP),  
  International Planetarium Society, Cleveland Astronomical Society (where I serve as  
  co-treasurer), and the National Science Teachers Association. 
 

Honors and Achievements:  Fellow of GLPA (2004); Appreciation Pin from the Girl Scouts 
  of Lake Erie Council (2000); Raising two daughters through their teens. :-) 
 

mailto:fratka1@yahoo.com�
mailto:fratka@euclid.k12.oh.us�
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Candidate Statement:  I was surprised but also pleased when I was approached about running for President-
Elect of GLPA. Although I have been a member of GLPA for ten years now, I still feel like a “baby plane-
tarian” in some ways. Everything that I have learned about running a planetarium over the last ten years has 
come from Dan Francetic, and the members of C.R.A.P. and GLPA. Especially when I was really new, GLPA 
conferences were the place where I learned so much! The people were all so friendly and willing to share their 
ideas. The end of October is still one of my favorite times of year!! There is always something to be learned at 
our great conference so we never stop growing as planetarians. The friendships that we have formed, even if we 
only see each other once a year, are something to be treasured. 
 Over the last year, I have been thinking that it is time for me to try to give something back to this organi-
zation that has given so much to me. Serving as President-Elect is a good way for me to do that. I would like the 
opportunity to serve in this capacity and I hope that you will consider giving me that responsibility. However, 
my opponent (he is anything but an opponent) is highly qualified and would make a wonderful President as 
well. Whomever you vote for, I would like to thank you for helping to make me the planetarian that I am. I look 
forward to seeing you in West Virginia. 

 
Candidate Name:  John Schroer 
 

Contact Information:  Detroit Science Center; 6935 Inkster Road; Bloomfield Township, MI  48301-2828 
  Phone: (248) 538-1514 E-mail:  ka8grh@sbcglobal.net or jschroer@sciencedetroit.org 
 

Member of GLPA:  13 years 
 

Educational Experience:  B.S. in Mass Communications from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio and 
  STARLAB Training from the New York Hall of Science 
 

Current and Past Service to GLPA:  Door Prize Chairman for GLPA’s 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008  
  Conferences; Member of GLPA’s Annual Conferences Host Committee in 2004 (Detroit) 
  and 2005 (Grand Rapids). 
 

Member of the following Organizations:  International Planetarium Society; International Dark Sky  
  Association; Ford Amateur Astronomy Club; Warren Astronomical Society. 
 

Honors and Achievements:  Fellow of GLPA (2002); Received New York Hall of Science Grant from the 
  National Science Foundation (1995). 
 

Candidate Statement:  If elected to the office of GLPA President-Elect, I would strive for the goal of proper 
compensation for all serving in the planetarium field. While many members serving in a school district or uni-
versity planetarium receive decent wages and benefits, I have seen far too many planetarium job postings from 
non-profit museums and science centers offering wages just above the minimum wage. Subsistence pay for the 
planetarian must come to an end. Institutions will spend millions of dollars for capital improvements to their 
building, exhibits, and theaters. It is high time that museum and science center leaders learn that their facility is 
brought to life by the people on their staff. What is a play without actors, a concert without musicians, a plane-
tarium without its master of the universe? It is the planetarian that brings their theater to life! 
 In addition, a planetarian has many hats to wear at his or her job. They are educators, presenters, come-
dians (in some theaters!), technicians, artists, editors, graphic designers, computer programmers, representatives 
of their institution in the media and more. Museum and science center leadership need to be informed of the 

GLPA ELECTIONS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Summer Solstice, 2007 
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many tasks they require of the planetarian, and the planetarian must be fairly compensated for the skill set each 
brings to their theater. 
 Another approach might be to have a way for museum and science center leadership verify that candi-
dates for a planetarium have the prerequisite skills for a job opening. One such method would be to have a certi-
fication program, initiated by a leading planetarium professional organization such as GLPA or the International 
Planetarium Society. This would give museum leadership a straightforward method to determine that a potential 
employee has the qualifications for the job, and offer a fair pay scale for the skills required. I am sick of seeing 
postings for another full-time planetarium job offering $20,000. Let’s get started! 
 

 
 

FOR IPS REPRESENTATIVE 

 
Candidate Name:  David Weinrich 
 

Contact Information:  Minnesota State University Moorhead; 1104 7th Ave. S; Moorhead, MN  56563 
  Phone:  (218) 477-2969 E-mail:  weinrich@mnstate.edu   
 

Member of GLPA:  23 years 
 

Educational Experience:  B.A in physics and secondary science education from Luther College, Decorah, IA.  
  I have also taken courses in astronomy at MSU Moorhead, West Chester University and the 
  professional planetarium production workshop at Bradenton, FL. 
 

Current and Past Service to GLPA:  Served as IPS Representative and GLPA Executive Committee member 
  for the past two years. I have also presented papers at several GLPA conferences.  
 

Member of the following Organizations:  GLPA, International Planetarium Society, and the Fargo Moorhead 
  Astronomy Club. 
 

Honors and Achievements:  Fellow of GLPA (2002); In the 1990s I attended the Project SPICA and Research 
  Techniques for Small Observatories at Harvard University. I taught classes at MSU Moorhead  
  for ten years and was an astronomy instructor for Eisenhower workshops in Minnesota and North 
  Dakota. In 2001, I attended the Sri Lankan Skies conference in Sri Lanka and later spent a  
  six-month sabbatical in Sri Lanka. 
 

Candidate Statement:  I have a special interest in astronomy education in the developing world. I enjoyed in-
teracting with the international members of our profession at IPS conferences over the years and as the IPS rep-
resentative for GLPA during the past two years. I have enjoyed serving GLPA for the past two years and would 
be grateful for the opportunity to do so for another two year term. 
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JOIN I .P.S .  
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in 
the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious or-
ganization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS 
serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Di-

rectory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 

See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 
 

IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available at Insti-
tutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 

Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA 
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735 
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748  
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org 

Hubble Space Telescope Images 
 
If you would like to download beautiful Hubble 
Space Telescope images like the one that graces 
the cover of this newsletter, all you need to do is 
visit either the Hubble Heritage Project website at 
heritage.stsci.edu/ or the HubbleSite Gallery 
website at hubblesite.org/gallery/. 
 

And the best news of all? Since the photos come 
from NASA, they are free (with proper credit)! 

23 

http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org�
http://heritage.stsci.edu/�
http://hubblesite.org/gallery/�


 

 

 
 
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2006-07: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

AVI/Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.  konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
Evans & Sutherland Spitz    www.es.com 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 
Sky-Skan, Inc.      www.skyskan.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 

 
 

Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 
 

Ash Enterprises International, Inc.   www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
GOTO, Inc.       www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 

 
 

Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 
 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.   www.astro-tec.com 
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.   www.digitaliseducation.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National 
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2007. 

PRESIDENT 
Robert J. Bonadurer 
Director of Planetarium & IMAX 
Milwaukee Public Museum 
800 West Wells Street 
Milwaukee  WI  53233 
(414) 278-6985 
bonadurer@mpm.edu 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Cheri Adams 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery 
2600 DeWeese Parkway 
Dayton  OH  45414 
(937) 275-7431, Ext. 122 
cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Drive; University Circle 
Cleveland  OH  44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 3362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
David Hurd 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
103 Cooper Hall EUP 
Edinboro  PA  16444 
(814) 732-2493 
dhurd@edinboro.edu 
 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Dave Weinrich 
Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
1104 7th Avenue South 
Moorhead  MN  56563 
(218) 477-2969 
weinrich@mnstate.edu 

PUBLICATIONS 
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove  IL  60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenjami@triton.edu 
 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale W. Smith 
BGSU Planetarium 
Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Chris Janssen 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau  WI  54401 
(715) 261-0850, Ext. 34246 
cmjanssen@yahoo.com 
 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
S 14 W 28167 Madison Street 
Waukesha  WI  53188 
(262) 896-8423 
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

[Position currently open; contact Steve Mitch 
for conference-related development issues] 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
PRINTED RESOURCES 
Geoffrey Holt 
Madison Metro School District Planetarium 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison  WI  53717 
(608) 663-6102 
gholt@madison.k12.wi.us 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES 
David C. Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign  IL  61821 
(217) 351-2567 
dleake@parkland.edu 
 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills  MI  48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson 
5075 North Division 
Comstock Park  MI  49321 
(616) 784-9518 
gtomlins@sbcglobal.net 
 

2007 CONFERENCE HOST 
Steve Mitch 
Planetarium, Benedum Natural Science Center 
Wheeling Park Commission 
Oglebay Resort 
Wheeling  WV  26003 
(304) 243-4034 
smitch@oglebay-resort.com 
 
UPCOMING GLPA CONFERENCES: 
 

2007 October 9-13  (w/ MAPS & SEPA) 
  Wheeling, West Virginia 
 
2008 October 29-November 1 
  Milwaukee area, Wisconsin 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from: 
 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
 

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith 
(address given above). 

GLPA Home Page: 
http://www.glpaweb.org/ 
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For more about the Triple Conjunction Conference: 
 
 Read a message from Conference Host Steve Mitch on page 10 of this newsletter. 

 

 Visit the websites of GLPA (www.glpaweb.org/conf.htm) and  
 MAPS (www.maps-planetarium.org/) for the latest conference updates. 

http://www.glpaweb.org/conf.htm�
http://www.maps-planetarium.org/�


 

 

 



3 

 

It’s GLiPA Time! Another 600 million miles and we’re ready 
to reunite with friends and colleagues . . . and we get to meet 
new planetarium patriots! — all the wonderful MAPans and 
SEPAns who will converge with us at the Triple Conjunction 
Conference! 
 Meeting all these new domers may be a little intimidat-
ing. It may feel like the first day at a new school. But after a 
few stares and gawks, I’m sure we’ll all start conversing rather 
quickly. After all, we speak the same language. 

 I just got off the phone with our conference host Steve 
Mitch. He reported the delegate and vendor support is already 
amazing! He also reports that he can’t see beyond the galactic stack 
of papers on his desk. Ah, the joys of throwing a cosmic confluence 
for almost 300 people! Seriously, Steve — thank you and your staff 
for all your hard work so far. 
 While Steve is painting his masterpiece for us, we eagerly 
await the unveiling. He has drawn up five conferences so far! So as 
we wait and if “slow September” allows you a little free time, you 
may want to sit back with a gripping astronomy book. If so, I suggest The Sun Kings by Stuart Clark. 

 This story traces the life of Richard Carrington, who discovered solar flares. It’s an his-
torical gem. You meet William Herschel and his sister Caroline. There’s a great introductory 
paragraph on SOHO to help launch the history of our slow solar understanding. 
 While I love the science, I love more the people behind the discoveries. Who exactly is 
that discoverer? What were his or her motivations? What was the historical context surrounding 
that particular place and time? The stories of these stellar explorers makes for compelling reading. 
And this book achieves just that. 
 Shortly, GLPA will add a unique chapter to its story. What could be more compelling 
than the first meeting of these three great groups? A trifecta of planetarium regional associations 
converging at one small spot on planet Earth may not be a runaway best seller, but it’s sure to be 
a loquacious affair. 
 Speakers will share their expertise. Dr. Kaler will shine for us once again. Vendors will 
contribute the latest and greatest on projection technology. And us humble planetarians will give 

papers, posters and workshops. And in hallways, hotel rooms, and hospitality suites, you’ll hear numerous sentences start-
ing with that thrilling opening line — “have you heard about . . . ?” 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

Happy Autumnal Equinox! This issue of the GLPA Newsletter 
contains some last minute information from Steve Mitch about 
the Triple Conjunction Conference in Wheeling, West Virginia 
(see page 10), as well as an IPS Update by GLPA’s IPS Repre-
sentative Dave Weinrich (see page 13). And, as the cover of this 
newsletter reminds us, the latest conference updates can be 
found on the websites of both GLPA and MAPS. 
 The upcoming Triple Conjunction Conference promises 
to be a wonderful event and learning experience, as well as the 
closest thing to a national planetarium conference we’ve ever 
seen. I hope to see you there! 
 Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2007. Please submit 
your facility report to your State Chairperson by late-October. 
 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 

mailto:bonadurer@mpm.edu�
mailto:bbenjami@triton.edu�
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  S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 
ILLINOIS: Brock Schroeder 
 Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
 Olivet Nazarene University 
 One University Avenue 
 Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
 (815) 939-5361 
 bschroed@olivet.edu 
 
INDIANA: Alan Pareis 
 9421 Stagecoach Drive 
 Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
 (260) 432-8786 
 bellerophonii@aol.com 
 
MICHIGAN: Michael Narlock 
 Cranbrook Institute of Science 
 39221 Woodward Avenue 
 Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
 (248) 645-3235 
 mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 
OHIO: Dale Smith 
 BGSU Planetarium 
 Department of Physics & Astronomy 
 Bowling Green State University 
 Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
 (419) 372-8666 
 dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 
WISCONSIN/ Dave Weinrich 
MINNESOTA: Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
 1104 7th Avenue South 
 Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
 (218) 477-2969 
 weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 
“OUTER RIM”: Robert J. Bonadurer 
 Director of Planetarium & IMAX 
 Milwaukee Public Museum 
 800 West Wells Street 
 Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53233 
 (414) 278-6985 
 bonadurer@mpm.edu 

The William M. Staerkel Plane-
tarium at Parkland College in 
Champaign celebrates its 20th 
anniversary in October. Many 
events are planned, including a 
visit by shuttle astronaut and Uni-
versity of Illinois alum Joseph 
Tanner, a talk by Smithsonian 
astrophysicists (and Parkland 
“College for Kids” alumnus) Lynn 
Carter, a talk about Dark Energy 
by UI astronomer Brian Fields, 
and a presentation on “The Leg-

acy of Sputnik” by education professor Dr. Barbara Hug. 
The planetarium will also premiere a new original show on 
20 years of astronomical discoveries, titled Universary. A 
gala on October 4th (the 50th anniversary of Sputnik) will 
aid in their fundraising efforts for their conversion to a full-
dome digital theater. Storytelling returns to the dome on 
November 16th in a collaboration with two other local at-
tractions in “Across the Sky.” And the staff will welcome 
the return of Jim Kaler on December 7th for an update on 
extra-solar planets. This autumn, the Staerkel Planetarium 
will be running The X-Tra Terrestrial Files from Minnea-
polis, Santa’s Secret Star, the live Fall Prairie Skies and 
(beginning Thanksgiving weekend) Rites of the Season. 
 This fall, the Cernan Earth and Space Center of 
Triton College in River Grove plans to bring back its own 
production titled Last Man on the Moon, which is based on 
Eugene Cernan’s autobiography of the same name, as well 
as The Little Star that Could, Sky Tellers and the Fright 
Light laser light show. On November 3rd, the Cernan Cen-
ter will host University of Illinois anthropologist and arche-
ologist Dr. Stanley Ambrose, who will present a program 
about supervolcanoes and the Toba Catastrophe Theory, 
which describes a supervolcanic eruption 73,000 years ago 
that may have completely altered the genetic evolution of 
humankind. In mid-November, the Cernan Center will be-
gin offering its annual holiday programs — Celebrations of 
Winter and the Winter Wonderlights laser show. 
 

mailto:bschroed@olivet.edu�
mailto:bellerophonii@aol.com�
mailto:mnarlock@cranbrook.edu�
mailto:dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu�
mailto:weinrich@mnstate.edu�
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The E. C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of St. Francis had a successful 
run of its new show during Fort Wayne’s annual Three Rivers Festival. All four evening presenta-
tions of Fernbank’s Hotter Than Blue were virtual sellouts. The four family afternoon matinees dur-
ing the two weekends of the Festival were also sellouts. The Schouweiler’s new student production 
of Zubenelgenubi’s Magical Sky and A Solar System Adventure Tour alternated days for the Family 
Matinees. Student Planetarium Educator Nick Hayward produced Zube. Some of you may remem-
ber meeting Nick at the state meeting the last couple of years and at Merrillville last fall. Nick is a 
GLPA member. He has decided to “take a few years off” from school to be trained by the Army. 
The planetarium staff and the hundreds of school children who have been captivated by Nick’s style 
of presentation in the dome will miss him. The planetarium was also featured in the Three Rivers 
Festival parade. The Festival parade had a cosmic theme this year, so the University float titled 
“Reaching for the Stars” featured a replica of the planetarium building. Fortunately for the planetar-

ium staff, volunteers under the direction of the University’s advertising agency built the float while the planetarium staff 
was busy with final production and automation of Hotter Than Blue. The remainder of July and August has found Schou-
weiler Technician Chris Highlen and Director Alan Pareis receiving and unpacking equipment, and doing preliminary in-
stallation lay out of their new 12-projector 180 degree dissolve pan system. Finally . . . three years after the initial grant 
application! The system is controlled with the Schouweiler’s AstroFX Commander system from Bowen Technovation. 
Final installation and shakedown training from Bowen was scheduled for the end of August. Alan hopes to present a paper 
on this project and the long march from grant application to completion during the same years that Ektapro and Leicia 
slide projectors became extinct. Alan is still looking for a few additional good “gently used” Ektapro 7020 or 9040 projec-
tors or their Leica equivalent to use for spares. Give him a call if you have some you would like to part with. 
 The Koch Planetarium has been making good use of equipment donated by the Sudekum Planetarium. The 
Nashville, Tennessee planetarium is starting all over from the ground up with a fabulous new planetarium theater and 
much of its equipment was given away earlier in the year. Evansville was given some great display cases, which are cur-
rently being used, in addition to some other items, which are finding good use in the dome of Indiana’s oldest planetar-
ium. The most valuable gift has proven to be a monster three CRT video projector, which projects three-meter images on 
the dome of the 10-meter Evansville dome. Prior to the donation, Evansville did not have the capability to present video 
with the quality it now enjoys. Mitch Luman is the George and Dorothy Eykamp Director of the Koch Science Center and 
Planetarium at the Evansville Museum of Arts, History and Science. 
 It sounds like summer has been good to Chuck Beuter, who reports that in preparation for the 2009 International 
Year of Astronomy, the U.S. Working Group is planning coordinated events for six themes, including “Dark Skies are a 
Universal Resource.” Chuck solicits your ideas for planetarium program segments and supporting activities for under 
small and portable domes, as well as any other possible Dark Sky ideas or events. Earlier this summer, he had fun with the 
AstroCamp team across the border in Three Rivers, Michigan. Children aged 9-13 spent a week at YMCA Camp Eberhart 
learning about stars under a portable dome, using 8-inch reflector telescopes to find deep-sky objects, observing sunspots, 
shooting water rockets, and sharing star lore while lakeside. Ahhh, summer. 
 Debrah S. Teuscher, who is the Planetarium Director, Science Coach, Astronomy Club Advisor, and several other 
portfolios for Pike High School in Indianapolis is looking forward to more time in the planetarium this year. She is also 
hoping to attend the Triple Conjunction Conference. 
 Holly Hudson, director of the Allen Memorial Planetarium in Terre Haute, reports the planetarium has sched-
uled a number of fall events. The weekend of the Autumnal Equinox the Allen Memorial Planetarium provides a seasonal 
star program. This program shares the constellations and other celestial wonders for the fall season. The third weekend in 
October, the planetarium will show Firstlight Laser Production’s Laser Halloween show. 
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The leaves are changing color, the temperatures are falling, and the new school year is 
just getting started. These signs point to the beginning of a very busy time in the lives 
of all Michigan planetarians. 
 The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City will once again close during the 
month of September for cleaning and annual maintenance of the system. 2007 marks 
the tenth anniversary of the facility. After ten years, still with the original carpet and 
seats, the theater is in remarkably good shape! October will see the opening of a new 
season of shows that will include a hybrid laser show for Halloween and new shows for 
the holidays and the beginning of 2008. Stay tuned! 
 A busy summer of kids activities has concluded at Grand Rapids’ Roger B. 
Chaffee Planetarium, and the staff is now settling into the fall schedule. There were 
several astronomy and planetarium-related classes conducted as part of this past sum-
mer’s “Camp Curiosity” at the Public Museum. These included “Reach for the Stars,” 

“Kites, Planes and Rockets,” in which children actually built and launched their own cardboard rockets, and “Planetarium 
Tech Team,” in which a group of about a half dozen youngsters ages 12-14 wrote, developed a soundtrack for, and pre-
sented for parents their own unique planetarium show about the dwarf planet Pluto. The planetarium’s professional staff 
agreed that the end product was impressive. Hopefully, some of these kids will want to come back as interns once they are 
a little older. New this year was a “Build Your Own Telescope” four-day workshop in which participants ages 12-14 con-
structed their own 4-inch Dobsonian telescopes under the watchful guidance of Ethan Brown and Dan Tell. Ethan and 
Dan invested a lot of energy and commitment into this new activity, which hopefully will be offered in the future as part 
of Astronomy Days and certainly again next summer. Following a late summer shutdown period for maintenance and staff 
recuperation, the planetarium presents an encore of Star Trek-Orion Rendezvous, as well as the delightful family laser 
light show The Great Space Chase. A special event this year will be a Pink Floyd Autumnal Equinox Festival laser show 
blast to welcome in the fall season on Friday evening, September 21st. Three of the band’s most memorable albums — 
“Wish You Were Here,” “Dark Side of the Moon,” and “The Wall” — will be presented in a colorful three hour mara-
thon. Development work on original programming to open early in 2008 also will occupy staff time this fall as the Public 
Museum looks ahead to opening a new ethnic history exhibition next winter and hosting a traveling show entitled “MAPS 
– Tools for Adventure.” 
 Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills successfully ran a sold-out astronomy camp, 
debuted Evans & Sutherland’s The Future is Wild, began the slow process of updating their in-house, full-dome entertain-
ment show Christmas Lights! and continued the seemingly never-ending production of Bad Astronomy – Myths and Mis-
conceptions with their colleagues at the Detroit Science Center. Plans are also proceeding to upgrade their venerable ob-
servatory to something a bit more modern. Stay tuned for more details. 
 The staff at the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium in Detroit has been very busy this summer, with many summer 
day camp groups and visitors checking out New Views of the Universe, their sky tour show Starlit Summer Nights, and 
their classic young children’s show The Little Star That Could. They have also been sponsoring a monthly star party, 
called “Beginner’s Night,” at a local park with the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club and Rider’s Hobby Shop in Livonia 
(our local telescope store) on a Saturday night near the first quarter moon from May until October. Meanwhile, production 
work with the planetarium folks at Cranbrook Institute of Science continues on Bad Astronomy- Myths and Misconcep-
tions. A full-dome preview trailer of this show will be presented during the Triple Conjunction Conference. At the same 
time, production of Sudekum Planetarium’s 9 Planets and Counting is progressing. This show opens on September 15th. 
 The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson has had a busy summer implementing several projects relating to a 
generous gift made by anonymous donor. This has allowed their facility to install badly needed custom-made storage 
cabinets, display counters, a demonstration desk, revamp their website, install signage, and tweak their all-sky system. 
Additional plans call for the ceiling tile to also be replaced before school starts. As most planetarians and home remodel-
ers know, one good project somehow exponentially leads to others. The staff has painted, sorted file cabinets, rear-
ranged tons of stuff, filled dumpsters, etc. By the time this newsletter is printed, they will have a new look inside. De-
spite all the projects this summer, the planetarium ran ten days of laser shows using AVI’s SkyLase unit and held the first 
“Bernie Hadwin Memorial Star Talk” on July 24th. Bernie was a former director of the Hurst Planetarium. 

STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Autumnal Equinox, 2007 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

Joe Marencik and Gene Zajac ran their Space Camp this summer from June 18th to June 22nd 
as the school year ended at the Shaker Heights Planetarium. Though there were cuts in the 
school budget, parent interest in enrichment activities helped save Space Camp. Joe has also 
been given the assignment of creating a new engineering class at the high school. He is a very 
talented designer and engineer himself and has designed and built a drop tower to measure the 
acceleration of gravity. Gene’s public programs were centered around STS 118 and the flight 
of Barbara Morgan. This continues the Shuttle theme in his programs. Future program tidbits? 
With the launch of Discovery to repair the Hubble in September of 2008, the astronauts will 
face some difficult space repairs, including the challenges of removing and collecting 111 
screws. Gene notes that going to the in-service on the STS 118 mission in Houston has broad-
ened his teaching concerning shuttle crews, missions, and the International Space Station. 

 Not far from Shakerland, the Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums gathered in Rocky River for their 
annual summer splash party at the home of Bob and Ingrid Sledz on Sunday, July 22nd. The kids enjoyed the pool and the 
adults enjoyed stellar food and fellowship. 
 Cheri Adams reports that Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum of Discovery will feature the OMSI exhibit “Eyes on 
Earth” beginning in October. This exhibit examines the Earth Observing System, how satellite observations are made, and 
what can be learned about the Earth from this space technology. The planetarium show, coordinated with the timing of the 
exhibit, will emphasize how EOS and other space technology can be utilized to learn about other planets in our Milky 
Way galaxy as they orbit other stars. 
 The fall program at the Bowling Green State University Planetarium is Oceans in Space from Loch Ness Pro-
ductions. Six large introductory astronomy classes also use the planetarium as a classroom and area school classes visit on 
field trips. 
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DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the winter issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
October. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 

http://www.glpaweb.org�
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

Renovation, renewal, relocation and relationship are the names of the 
game in the Wisconsin-Minnesota region this summer as we find several 
planetarians attending meetings, hosting cooperative events, rebuilding 
their theaters and moving to new positions. 
 This summer has been a busy one for Minnesota planetarians. 
Larry Mascotti at Mayo High School in Rochester reports that their reno-
vation project which includes new seats, a new cove LED lighting system 
and a digital all-sky projector is on schedule. One unique aspect of their 
upgrade is the acquisition of a three-foot diameter Global Imagination 
Magic Planet digital video globe. This innovative teaching device allows 

viewers to see a stunning video display of the Earth, its global systems and views of other planets. More information 
about the Global Imagination system, can be found at www.globalimagination.com/. 
 Moving north, Dave Williams at St. Cloud State University reports on another major renovation project. They 
have a new GOTO Chronos projector, which was installed by Ash Enterprises and a technician from GOTO. Spitz, Inc 
has also installed a new dome, sound system, LED cove lighting, and an ATM-4 system in the planetarium. Images of the 
work, including a picture of Dave and his friendly staff, can be seen at http://web.stcloudstate.edu/dlwilliams/
Planetarium%20Renovation.htm. Next spring (on May 9-10), St. Cloud will host another combined state meeting for 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, and Minnesota. Attendees will have the opportunity to view the Chronos projector in action, get 
some hands-on experience with it and visit with Ken Miller from GOTO. 
 At Hibbing’s Paulucci Space Theatre, Director Joel Carlson replaces Marc Rouleau. Marc has moved south to 
take GLPA President Bob Bonadurer’s past position at the University of Texas at Arlington. We say adios to Marc. Your 
contributions to the Wisconsin/Minnesota region have been appreciated. Welcome Joel. We look forward to getting to 
know you better. 
 Dave Weinrich at MSU Moorhead represented GLPA at the IPS Council meeting this summer in Rio de Janeiro. 
He reports that Moorhead is also planning renovations. The university’s foundation conducted a fund drive and raised 
enough money to replace the planetarium seats. The seats will be installed next summer in conjunction with a major reno-
vation of the floor, the addition of a new entrance, and a relocation of the console. Then funds will be sought for a new 
projector system. 
 Moving to northern Wisconsin, Randy Olson at the Allen F. Blocher planetarium in Stevens Point announces that 
Stevens Point planetarian Amy Wilder’s production Into the Universe is running from September through November. In 
late November and December, the planetarium will present the Minneapolis Planetarium production Winter Wonders and 
Loch Ness’ Season of Light. 
 Dave DeRemer at the Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha reports that he and Gary Sampson attended 
the National Science Teachers Congress in San Antonio, Texas. At this meeting they represented GLPA as a voting dele-
gate and worked in committees to produce proposals that will encourage legislation advancing formal and informal sci-
ence education in America. Also in July, the planetarium and the Retzer Nature Center received a $10,000 grant from 
Cooper Industries. This grant will be used for building a new weather station and a sky-observing platform on the Nature 
Center and Planetarium grounds. 
 Todd DeZeeuw at the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa reports that the Milwaukee area planetari-
ums plan to host lunar eclipse viewing events on Tuesday August 28th. The dedicated planetarians that are hosting the 
activities are Bob Bonadurer of the Daniel Soref Planetarium (Milwaukee), Jean Creighton of the Manfred Olson 
Planetarium (UW- Milwaukee), Dave DeRemer of the Charles Z. Horwitz (Waukesha) and Todd DeZeeuw of the Gary 
E. Samson Planetarium (Wauwatosa). In the event of inclement weather, Todd plans to present sky shows at his facility. 
Todd’s e-mail signature provides apt words to conclude this report. “Be glad of life because it gives you the chance to 
love and to work and to play and to look up at the stars.” (quoted from Henry Van Dyke) 
 
 
NO “OUTER RIM” NEWS WAS REPORTED THIS QUARTER.  
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  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

TRIPLE CONJUNCTION CONFERENCE UPDATE 
written by Conference Host Steve Mitch 

 

 The Triple Conjunction Conference to be held at the Oglebay Resort in Wheeling, West Virginia from 
October 9 - 13, 2007 is rapidly approaching. It is shaping up to be a very nice, “very tight” conference. Over 75 
registrations have made it to me as of August 8th. Remember, due to space constraints, I have placed a limit of 
300 registrations for the conference. At this point, I think the total number of registrants to the conference will 
come in around 225, but, we will see. I will have a more definite count after the registration deadline of Septem-
ber 12th. 
 So far, 19 vendors have requested time during the conference. All of the dome time for vendor demon-
strations and presentations is taken at both the Oglebay and Pittsburgh locations. As I predicted, dome time for 
the conference would be a premium and the prediction has come true. Vendor support for the conference has 
exceeded my expectations by light years, so I am working feverishly to accommodate them as best I can. 
 Workshop space has filled up and several nice workshops are planned, in addition to the portable dome 
workshop. The workshop information is posted on the website and you need to contact the workshop presenter 
to sign up for the workshop and arrange to make any fee payments associated with the workshop with the pre-
senter. 
 Paper submissions are low, only 8 submitted as of August 9th. I expect this will pick up somewhat over 
the next few weeks. The deadline for paper submissions is September 1st. 
 The Wilson Lodge room reservation cutoff date was August 9th, and all but 12 of the 200 rooms set 
aside for the conference were reserved as of the close of business, August 8th. I listed two other nearby hotels as 
alternate locations in the conference materials that were mailed out earlier this summer and are also listed on the 
MAPS and GLPA websites under “conference.” The SEPA website has placed links to the GLPA and MAPS 
websites for their folks to access the conference materials. Of course, a friend may be willing to share room 
space. You will have to make arrangements with them. 
 The conference itinerary will look a lot different than the tentative itinerary listed in the conference 
mailing and on the websites. Since the seating in both the Benedum Planetarium and the Buhl Planetarium is 
limited, the delegates will be divided into two groups. In Wheeling, in order to accommodate the vendors in the 
time available, vendor time in the dome will be both Wednesday and Friday afternoons, one group on Wednes-
day and the other group on Friday. Paper and workshop schedules are being rearranged to occur on Wednesday 
and Friday mornings. The portable dome workshop will still occur on Wednesday afternoon. Susan Button has 
arranged for six portable domes to be set up for workshops. This will be an exciting portable “mini-conference” 
on Wednesday afternoon. David Levy is still slated to talk on Wednesday evening around 7:30 or 8:00 p.m. 
 Please check the GLPA or MAPS website prior to coming to the conference for any last minute updates.  
A construction project involving the closure of the I-70 eastbound lanes through Wheeling Tunnel has been de-
layed several months due to unexpected problems. As a result, east bound traffic on I-70 is using a detour. 
Hopefully, this construction work will be completed and the eastbound lands opened by the time of the confer-
ence. However, if it is not, I will post the detour instructions to help you navigate your way through Wheeling 
and on to Oglebay. 
 The conference registration area will open at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 9th. The registration area is 
on the first level of Wilson Lodge, just beyond the resort shop located on the right side of the main lobby. A di-
rection sign will be located in the lobby. 
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 Those traveling by air into the Pittsburgh airport can get information about ground transportation listed 
in the conference materials you received and are posted on the GLPA and MAPS websites. If you are using the 
Wheeling Airport Limousine Service, you may want to contact friends and coordinate your arrival times at the 
airport so that several of you can take the limo to Oglebay at a lower rate per person. You will need to contact 
the limo service to make arrangements. 
 All four speakers have definitely committed to the conference and I look forward to them greatly en-
hancing the conference experience for all of us. 
 My staff and I eagerly await your arrival and hopefully, the fall weather will be cooperative. 
 

SAVING THE NIGHT NOW AVAILABLE TO GLPA MEMBERS 
 

 Thanks to the generosity of the Southeastern Planetarium Association, SEPA’s popular Saving the Night 
mini-show is now available to GLPA members for the cost of duplication. This primer on light pollution was 
written and narrated by David Levy with music by John Serrie. The show would make a perfect addition to ex-
isting planetarium programming. It is 10 minutes, 57 seconds in length and is comprised of 64 images, WAV 
soundtrack, and MPEG video on one DVD. The cost is $10 to GLPA members. 
 For more information, please visit www.glpaweb.org and then go to “On-line Store” or contact Dave 
Leake at dleake@parkland.edu. 
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JOIN I .P.S .  
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in the 
world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organiza-
tion. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS serves its 
members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Direc-

tory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 

See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 
 

IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available at Institu-
tional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 

Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI  96720 USA 
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735 
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748  
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org 

http://www.glpaweb.org�
mailto:dleake@parkland.edu�
http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org�
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  I.P.S. UPDATE 

submitted by 
Dave Weinrich 

MSU Moorhead, Moorhead, MN 56563 
weinrich@mnstate.edu 

 
The IPS Council met in August at the Planetario da Cidade do Rio de Janeiro. Here are some highlights. I will 
present a more complete report as a poster paper at the Triple Conjunction Conference and that text will be sub-
mitted for publication in the Conference Proceedings and the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 
IPS Conference 2008 
Next year’s IPS conference is coming to the GLPA region. The 2008 IPS conference is being hosted by the 
Adler Planetarium in Chicago. Please note that the dates of the conference have been changed. The new dates 
are June 27-July 2, 2008. The Hyatt Regency McCormick Place is the primary conference site and many ses-
sions will be held at the Adler Planetarium. Watch your mailboxes for further information or check out the con-
ference website http://ips2008.org/. 
 
IPS Conference 2010 
The Council spent considerable time picking a site for the 2010 conference. The potential sites were Alexandria 
(Egypt), Beijing (China) and Saint-Etienne (France). The hosts gave compelling presentations and each site had 
unique advantages. After much discussion, the Council voted to have the 2010 conference at Bibliotheca Alex-
andrina in Alexandria (www.bibalex.org). The sites that were not chosen were encouraged to apply for future 
conferences. 
 
New IPS Affiliate 
The Council voted to admit the Brazilian Association of Planetariums (BAP) as its twenty-third regional affili-
ate. The BAP began in 1995 and now has a membership of 23. 
 
IPS Directory 
Dale Smith is in the process of updating the IPS directory. This directory strives to be a comprehensive listing 
of all planetariums worldwide. If you get a request for any updated information, please respond promptly. 
 
IPS Publications Archive on CD-ROMs 
Dale Smith wishes to inform everyone that there are still some copies of the IPS Publications Archive available. 
This archive includes everything that the IPS has published since its inception in 1970. If you do not have a 
complete set of the Planetarian and other publications, this set is a real bargain at only $75 for IPS members. 
More information is available at www.ips-planetarium.org/pubs/. 
 

mailto:weinrich@mnstate.edu�
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VOLUME II, NUMBER 3       AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1967
(6 pages in length) 

 
 
GLPA’s 6th newsletter and the third issue of 1967 contained 
the following articles and columns: 
 
 

☼ The cover story provided information about GLPA’s third annual convention, which would take place 
from October 19-21 in Cleveland. The conference theme for 1967 was “Audio-visual communication 
and the Planetarium,” and their plans featured a Saturday session devoted almost entirely to that sub-
ject. At the conclusion of the banquet, the very first “Armand Spitz Honorary Address” would be given 
by Mrs. Armand Spitz. The conference would also feature a tour of the NASA Lewis Research Center. 
Abstracts of the conference papers comprised 2 ½ pages of the newsletter. 

 
☼ The titles of conference papers were listed as follows: “A Reporting Network for Rapid Analysis of 

Fireball Trajectories,” “Planetrol, an automatic planetarium controller,” “Visibility of the Conjunctions 
of Planets in 7 and 6 B.C.,” “Correlation of Planetarium Programs with Subjects in the High School 
Curriculum,” “Elgin’s Special Planetarium Class for the Academically Talented,” “The Planetarium 
and Astrophotography: a Valuable Teaching Team,” “Preparation and Uses of High Contrast Slides in 
the Planetarium,” and “Map Projection and the Planetarium-Atmospherium.” 

 
☼ The GLPA Education Committee, led by John Curtin, met on August 26, 1967 and discussed issues 

such as planetarium facilities, administration, discipline, staff training, community relations, school 
relations, instructional programs, planetarium philosophies, pre– and post-visit materials, audio-visual 
devices, astronomy clubs, current astronomical events, and orientation classes for teachers. 

 
☼ The GLPA Resources and Publication Committee is “temporarily stymied” in its plans to produce the 

GLPA Magazine because of a failure to obtain IRS nonprofit status. Until such a status is obtained, 
GLPA cannot receive donations necessary for the funding of such a publication. 
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VOLUME XXII, NUMBER 3           AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1987 
(18 pages in length) 

 
 
GLPA’s third issue of 1987 contained the following articles 
and columns: 
 

 
☼ As of April 1, 1987, GLPA had 197 members. Of these, two members were in foreign countries. 
 
☼ A final preview was given of the upcoming GLPA conference in Merrillville, Indiana, which included a 

panel discussion of religion in the planetarium, twelve different workshops, and Jack Spoehr as the Ar-
mand Spitz lecturer. 

 
☼ Jeanne Bishop’s newsletter column “Focus on Members” featured conference hosts Gregg and Barb Wil-

liams. Gregg recalled that “it was inevitable that I would become a planetarium educator. I can remember 
being interested in astronomy and space exploration as early as first grade. In the summer of 1969, just af-
ter the flight of Apollo 11, a friend and I performed a re-creation of the first landing [on] the moon. For 9 
days and 8 nights, we stayed in his family’s breezeway, following the same timeline as the real astronauts.” 

 
☼ IPS Representative Sheldon Schafer reported that IPS’ membership stood at 320 individuals and 35 institu-

tions. The next IPS Conference (in 1988) will be in Richmond, Virginia, and plans are being formulated 
for the 1990 conference in Borlange, Sweden, which would coincide with a total solar eclipse. 

 
☼ The slate of officers was announced for GLPA elections. [Ed. At the subsequent Annual Business Meeting 

in Merrillville, Dan Goins was elected GLPA President-Elect, David Parker was re-elected as Secretary-
Treasurer, and Sheldon Schafer was re-elected as IPS Representative]. 

 
☼ A panel discussion question “what are the characteristics of a good planetarium program” was answered by 

GLPA members Mitch Luman, Richard Speir, Carl Wenning, Dayle Brown, and Don Tuttle. Opinions 
were expressed about the pros and cons of live shows vs. taped shows, the ideal length of shows, the bene-
fits of pre-visit activities, how to use group interaction to improve the planetarium visit experience, and the 
need to “instill a sense of wonder” and “magic” to planetarium visitors. 

 



 



 

 

 
 
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2006-07: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

AVI/Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.  konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
Evans & Sutherland Spitz    www.es.com 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 
Sky-Skan, Inc.      www.skyskan.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 

 
 

Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 
 

Ash Enterprises International, Inc.   www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
GOTO, Inc.       www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 

 
 

Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 
 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.   www.astro-tec.com 
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.   www.digitaliseducation.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 
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All photographs were taken by Dan Goins. More pictures can be found on pages 26 - 28. 

A SUPERB BLENDING OF IDEAS, TECHNOLOGY, 
AND FELLOWSHIP. 

THE 2007 TRIPLE CONJUNCTION CONFERENCE: 
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First, thanks for giving this lame-duck one last chance to 
chat with you via this column. It’s been very pleasurable 
to take a break from the dome work and sit down and 
write a few words to all our dedicated members. 
 We know our organization is friendly. A new 
member mentioned that word to me at the conference in 
Wheeling and it just brought me a smile. Family is an-
other word for describing GLPA. Many of us have felt 
and heard that expression. It sure feels that way each and 

every conference. We (Gary Sampson, Dave DeRemer, Todd DeZeeuw and myself) promise a friendly, family 
atmosphere next October when GLPA comes to Milwaukee! 
 But GLPA is not just about the congenial atmosphere — we’re productive. It’s amazing to think of all 
GLPA has done for over 40 years! Ideas are always percolating. Tasks are always being tackled.  
 The energizer bunny clone Chuck Bueter has a great idea to turn a child’s book into a star show. I just 
got off the phone with him to discuss some details. Geoff Holt is making a video on live planetarium presenta-
tions. And my successor Cheri Adams — you may not realize — worked very hard to get GLPA insured! And I 
heard Steve Mitch and James Hughes put in some time to put on a conference for over 300 delegates!!!!! 
 Think of the hours — all the time — GLPA members contribute to better our wonderful group and pro-
fession. Think of how much that time is worth. It’s more than a few dollars. The above names are just a small 
sampling of the time and commitment. Applause would be appropriate here — go ahead. No one is looking. 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

With the history-making Triple Conjunction Conference 
now behind us, those of us who attended it can reflect upon 
all that we learned in this truly superb blending of ideas, 
technology and fellowship. Three cheers to Steve Mitch 
and his teammates who made it such a stellar success! 
 In the pages of this winter newsletter, you’ll find 
many references to the Triple Conjunction Conference. 
From Dan Goins’ fine conference photographs (some of 
which are reproduced on the cover and pages 26, 27 and 
28) to David Hurd’s minutes of GLPA’s Executive Committee Meeting and Annual Business Meeting, this is-
sue of the newsletter tries to capture some of this conference’s many highlights. In late December or early Janu-
ary, members will receive the 2007 Conference Proceedings CD (courtesy of Proceedings Editor Dale Smith), 
which will contain a more complete summary of the conference, including papers, invited speakers, and a com-
plete set of Dan Goins’ conference photographs. Watch for it! 
 Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2008. Please 
submit your facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. Have a wonderful holiday season! 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 
80 

Don't forget that you can always change the manner in which you receive the GLPA Newsletter to any of these three options: 
 
1. Digital (PDF) version — You can download current and past issues of the GLPA Newsletter from the “newsletter page” of the 
GLPA website at www.glpaweb.org/newsletter.htm. GLPA Newsletter files are in PDF format, viewable (and printable) with free 
Adobe Reader software. New issues are generally posted to this web page in mid-March, mid-June, mid-September and mid-
December. 
 

2. Printed version — You receive a printed (albeit black & white) copy of the newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service. 
 

3. Both — Since the digital newsletter no longer resides on a “hidden” webpage, you can opt to receive both the printed version of 
the GLPA Newsletter and also download the digital version. 
 
To make such a change, please contact GLPA’s new Membership Chair Deb Lawson at deblawsh3@hotmail.com and let her know 
how you’d like to receive future copies of the GLPA Newsletter. 

mailto:bonadurer@mpm.edu�
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  S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 
ILLINOIS: Brock Schroeder 
 Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
 Olivet Nazarene University 
 One University Avenue 
 Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
 (815) 939-5361 
 bschroed@olivet.edu 
 
INDIANA: Alan Pareis 
 9421 Stagecoach Drive 
 Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
 (260) 432-8786 
 bellerophonii@aol.com 
 
MICHIGAN: Michael Narlock 
 Cranbrook Institute of Science 
 39221 Woodward Avenue 
 Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
 (248) 645-3235 
 mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 
OHIO: Dale Smith 
 BGSU Planetarium 
 Department of Physics & Astronomy 
 Bowling Green State University 
 Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
 (419) 372-8666 
 dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 
WISCONSIN/ Dave Weinrich 
MINNESOTA: Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
 1104 7th Avenue South 
 Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
 (218) 477-2969 
 weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 
“OUTER RIM”: Robert J. Bonadurer 
 Director of Planetarium & IMAX 
 Milwaukee Public Museum 
 800 West Wells Street 
 Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53233 
 (414) 278-6985 
 bonadurer@mpm.edu 

The William M. Staerkel Plane-
tarium at Parkland College in 
Champaign continues to raise 
funds for a full-dome system 
through grants and private dona-
tions. Beginning in January, they 
will be running Winter Prairie 
Skies, their own original show 
called Universary about the last 
20 years of astronomical discover-
ies (Staerkel is now 20 years old), 
Follow the Drinking Gourd and 
The Who’s Teenage Wasteland. 

Beginning in March, they will run most of their old C-360 
35mm films through their public show schedule for one 
last time and then retire them. This event will be referred to 
as the “First (and Last) 35mm Film Festival!” 
  In November, the Lakeview Museum Planetar-
ium presented laser shows from AVI, and the planetarium 
will then be closed from November 28th until January 26th 
for the installation of a new Zeiss Powerdome Planetarium 
System. The opening full-dome shows haven’t been se-
lected yet, but they will be integrated into a schedule that 
includes a series of continuous short (5 - 10 minute) dem-
onstrations of the various features of the Zeiss ZKP4, 
Spacegate Quinto, and Uniview software interspersed with 
full-dome feature shows. Visitors will be able to purchase a 
“Planetarium Pass” for the entire day of their visit and can 
come and go to any of the demonstrations throughout that 
day. This continuous program schedule will run through 
March. The Lakeview Museum will be hosting the Illinois 
State Meeting on Saturday, May 10, 2008. 
 The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College will bring back its two popular holiday shows – 
Celebrations of Winter and its Winter Wonderlight laser 
light show, as well as their children’s show Dinosaurs in 
Space. In January, the Cernan Center will premiere the 
Paulucci Space Theater’s production of Destination Pluto, 
along with their own Legends of Rock laser concert, Stra-
senburgh’s Magic Sky, and Minneapolis’ Time Bandits. 
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Dayle Brown (Pegasus Productions) has sold her portable planetarium — again! She is still doing 
programs and training from time to time. Her third book, titled Skylore from Planet Earth: Stories 
from around the world… Milky Way is in publication. [If you haven’t checked out this series, you 
need to. It is a great resource for diverse skylore — far more than the usual warmed over Greek my-
thology. Contact Dayle directly. —Alan P.] 
 The SpaceQuest Planetarium at the Indianapolis Children’s Museum has a new show ti-
tled Far, Far Away: the Worlds of Star Wars which, as you may have guessed, has “Star Wars” as 
its focus. First created at the Charles Hayden planetarium in Boston, in collaboration with Lucas-
film Ltd., it asks the question: Are the Star Wars worlds really fictitious? From parched desert plan-
ets to water worlds, from frozen ice moons to global lava seas, this lively show compares the fan-
tasy worlds of the Star Wars movies to the earth and other real planets in our solar system. The pro-
gram is narrated by Anthony Daniels, who plays C3PO in the films. Deborah Lawson and the 

SpaceQuest have also recently “endured” an external rehab of the dome. Perhaps she will share her experience running 
shows with jackhammers for “background music” in a future paper. 

STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2007 

                       

As we begin the long push through the unbearable cold of winter, Michigan planetari-
ans are staying busy. 
 The U-M Exhibit Museum Planetarium hosted a “Donor Preview Party” for 
its new Uniview all-dome projection system. Astronomy faculty were among the many 
guests whooping and applauding as they traveled to the far reaches of the known Uni-
verse. After a weekend of test shows with other live audiences, the dome returned to 
regular operation on November 3rd. Already, University staff and faculty are arranging 
visits to learn more about the technology. While the range of programming will ex-
pand in the months ahead, the planetarium will begin with live, enhanced star talks, 
and the all-dome production, Black Holes from the Denver Museum of Nature and Sci-
ence. The usual bugs remain to be hammered out, but museum staff and student opera-
tors are excited to begin using the new technology with school groups and the public. 
 At the Kingman Museum in Battle Creek, the Digistar 1 had to be shut down 

for the month of October to accommodate the decorating of their planetarium for their “Spooky Science Saturday” event. 
A group of volunteers turned their planetarium into Frankenstein’s castle, complete with a laboratory and life size mod-
els of Frankenstein and his monster. The Digistar was ruled to be “ugly”, so the projector was powered down and cov-
ered in a castle wall motif and the control booth was hidden behind a wall of fabric. The “Spooky Science Saturday” 
drew in record crowd of over 1,000 people in just a four hour period. 
 The Vollbrecht Planetarium seems to be either the “best kept secret in Southfield” or Southfield’s “hidden 
gem.” Sadly, their public show attendance is low, sometimes as few as three attendees. The only advertising comes from 
a Parks and Recreation catalog that includes all of its departmental programs. Because it is only mailed twice a year to 
residents, it’s not what one would consider a “coffee table item.” All ideas to improve the current situation would be 
gladly appreciated. Mike Best’s 2007 Fall Series is complete. Cliff Jones will present a winter series of eight, 90-minute, 
Friday night shows on a variety of astronomy topics, beginning January 15th . Mike returns in April to offer their Spring 
2008 Series. Vollbrecht public shows run for 90 minutes (usually longer) and consist of a half hour lecture, a half hour 
digital image and/or video presentation, and a half-hour night sky show. Questions are heartily encouraged at any time, 
in keeping with their laid-back atmosphere. They offer presentations for Southfield Public Schools 4th thru 7th grades 
year round upon request. They also offer private shows 24/7. 
 Abrams Planetarium in Lansing will be running Season of Light and George and Oatmeal Save Santa for the 
holiday season. Returning in January will be How to Build a Planet created by the Taylor Planetarium in Bozeman, 
Montana and the Calgary Science Center’s Super Sky Show. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

 The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills will be running Mys-
tery of the Christmas Star from E&S and their own in-house entertainment show Christmas Lights from 
November 23rd through December 30th. The staff at Cranbrook are also gearing up for another event-
ful Telescope Users Workshop in January as well as teaching another semester of the Master of Science 
in Education Astronomy course at Lawrence Technological University. 
 Well that’s all from Michigan . . . Happy Holidays! 

GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2007 

                       

At the Sidney Frohman Planetarium in Sandusky, Lois Wolf created a mostly live planetar-
ium public program called Shine on Harvest Moon. The program includes everything about 
the Moon that can be squeezed into an hour show, including the collision theory of its origin, 
the “large moon near the horizon” phenomenon, the “blue” Moon, and people being more 
crazy around the full moon. Other content in the show focuses on several myths from around 
the world, including the Maori myth of Rona and the Moon, the Chinese view of the Hare in 
the Moon, the Inuit Moon god Anningan, and the funny “frog sisters on the Moon,” a Lillooet 
story. Lois also passed out papers with the different names of the Full Moon throughout the 
year from Native American origins. She even threw in a few Moon jokes — Q: Why did the 
Man in the Moon run out of money? (A: he was down to his “last quarter”) (rim shot) — Q: 
What does a Moon dog have? (A: Lunar Ticks) — Q: What does the Man in the Moon do 

when his hair’s too long? (A: eclipse it!). Lois notes that these are for age 8 to 10 (well, usually!). 
 Roy Kaelin reports that the Shafran Planetarium of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History has hosted the 
first of a three-part workshop through Michigan State University and the cooperative partnership known as PROM/SE 
(Promoting Rigorous Outcomes in Mathematics and Science Education). Remaining workshops will continue through 
February 2008. Funded by the National Science Foundation, this particular set of workshops addresses origins of the Uni-
verse, of Earth, and of life itself, and seeks to improve math and science teaching from kindergarten through twelfth 
grade. Shafran also hosted a second Astronomy Day on September 15th, the option offered this year by the Astronomical 
League. On that date, the Museum showed an advance screening of the PBS special “Seeing in the Dark,” a film inspired 
by the book of the same name by Timothy Ferris, which highlights his reminiscences on becoming an astronomer. Along 
with the film, the on-site use of Starlab, information tables staffed by area astronomy clubs, demonstrations in telescope 
mirror-making, and daytime viewing of Venus through the Warner & Swasey telescope in the Museum’s Mueller Obser-
vatory were highlights of this second Astronomy Day in 2007. The public that visits the Observatory gets an added bonus 
of viewing Comet Holmes on clear Wednesday evenings and, clear or cloudy, the Comet is highlighted on the Museum’s 
website. The Planetarium is currently airing its own shows Cold Skies, Hot Stars and the companion children’s version, 
Kind of Blue, during the latter part of 2007. The former show looks at stellar evolution from the perspective of identifying 
wintertime stars by color and temperature; the latter show addresses color and temperature, too, but includes fun things of 
the color blue that can be seen in winter skies. 
 Cheri Adams writes that the Philips Space Theater at Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum of Discovery will be running 
their new planetarium show 200 Planets and Counting through January. A grandfather explains to his granddaughter how 
scientists are able to discover planets orbiting other stars. 
 Do digital stars lie in the future for the Lakewood High School Planetarium? As the district prepares to build a 
new high school, plans include a new planetarium to replace the historic one in the present high school, which features a 
venerable Spitz A2 installed in 1960. Director Jim Comienski is preparing recommendations to bring the new planetarium 
into the new century. 
 C.R.A.P. (the Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums) continued its monthly meetings, gathering at 
Lakewood on September 19th and at the Shaker Heights High School Planetarium on November 15th with Gene Zajac 
hosting. 
 The Loch Ness production Oceans in Space has rippled across the dome of the Bowling Green State University 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

Planetarium as this fall’s public show. Director Dale Smith has been keeping a 7-day-a-week work sched-
ule this fall with classes, public and school shows, and work on the 2007 IPS Directory and the Proceed-
ings of the Triple Conjunction conference. 
 

Our WIMPS news starts in the Milwaukee area, the location for the 2008 
GLPA Conference. Bob Bonadurer at the Milwaukee Public Museum’s 
Daniel M. Soref Planetarium reports that they are showing Evans and 
Sutherland’s Mystery of the Christmas Star in December, followed by Se-
crets of the Zodiac in January and the Minneapolis Planetarium production 
Romancing the Stars in February. During February’s lunar eclipse, four 
Milwaukee planetariums will co-host an Eclipse Blitz. 
 Dave DeRemer at the Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Wauke-
sha will present The Season of Light during December and a home-
produced show titled Wisconsin, A State for All Seasons during the Wau-

kesha JanBoree city festival. 
 Moving further north in Wisconsin, Randy Olson at the Allen F. Blocher planetarium in Stevens Point reports 
that they will be presenting two shows in December: Winter Wonders and Tis the Season. 
 Ken Murphy at the Southwest Minnesota State University Planetarium in Marshall reports on renovations that 
have been done over the last six months. The renovations include asbestos abatement, dome cleaning and painting, a new 
East Coast Control Systems console, LED cove lighting, and the addition of a mirror-based full-dome projection system. 
The grand re-opening featured the Clark Planetarium production Black Holes. Three Loch Ness shows have been added to 
their show lineup — Seasonal Stargazing, The Cowboy Astronomer and Sky Quest. 
 Sally (Goff) Brummel of the Minnesota Planetarium Society (MNPS) reports that Twin City area visitors are 
once again viewing planetarium skies. Over 13,000 visitors have experienced the ExploraDome Immersive Learning Ex-
perience. Sally is the MNPS Education Outreach Coordinator. She is assisted by Program Consultant Joel Halvorson. To 
learn more about the MNPS’s campaign to open the Minnesota Planetarium and Space Discovery Center in 2010, please 
visit www.mplanetarium.org. 
 Dave Williams at the St. Cloud State University Planetarium reports that their new GOTO Chronos projector 
will be featured in the January 2008 issue of Sky & Telescope magazine. Dave and his staff have been busy creating new 
programming for the Chronos to serve their university, school and public audiences. Next year’s WIMPS meeting will be 
held in St. Cloud on May 9-10. The meeting will include a visit to the Digistar 3 SP2 at Brainerd, Minnesota. For more 
info please contact Dave at dlwilliams@stcloudstate.edu. 
 Brian Wallace at the Forestview Middle School Planetarium in Brainerd uses an E & S Digistar3 SP2 to present 
shows to 27,450 visitors a year. He has the unique opportunity to meet the same sixth grade class in the planetarium every 
other day. Wow! Can we expect a new crop of planetarians in central Minnesota? Certainly he has his students looking 
up. Brian writes that he really values the opportunity to learn from so many people at the GLPA conferences. 
 Dave Weinrich at the Minnesota State University Moorhead Planetarium is asking “where is the snow?” He 
reports that they are showing two Strasenburgh Planetarium shows — Star of Bethlehem in December and Space Bus — 
for the midwinter children’s show. 
 
 
NO “OUTER RIM” NEWS WAS REPORTED THIS QUARTER. 
 

GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2007 

                       

http://www.mplanetarium.org/�
mailto:dlwilliams@stcloudstate.edu�


 



9 

 

  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

GLPA ELECTION RESULTS 
 

 At the GLPA Conference in October, GLPA conducted its biennial election of officers. The outcome of 
this election is as follows: 

 

President-Elect: 
John Schroer  

 

IPS Representative: 
Dave Weinrich 

 

 A new Secretary/Treasurer did not need to be elected. David Hurd continues in that capacity. 
 

TOYOTA/NSTA TOYOTA TAPESTRY GRANTS 
 

 Toyota Motor Sales and the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) are once again partnering to 
offer a series of Toyota Tapestry Grants. Science teachers of grades K-12 can apply for one of fifty large grants 
of up to $10,000 each and a minimum of 20 mini-grants of up to $2,500 each for innovative projects that en-
hance science education in the school and/or school district. Applications must be completed online by January 
28, 2008. For complete details, guidelines, and online application, please visit www.nsta.org/programs/tapestry. 
 

TOSHIBA/NSTA EXPLORAVISION AWARDS 
 

 Toshiba and the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) are once again partnering to offer a se-
ries of ExploraVision Awards. ExploraVision is a competition for K-12 students of all interest, skill and ability 
levels. The competition encourages students to combine their imaginations with the tools of science to create 
and explore a vision of future technology. Entry categories include Primary Level (K-3), Upper Elementary 
Level (4-6), Middle School Level (7-9), and High School Level (10-12). Up to $240,000 in savings bonds are 
awarded each year. Entries must be received by January 29, 2008. For more information, please visit 
www.exploravision.org/dm. 

DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the spring issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
January. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 

http://www.nsta.org/programs/tapestry�
http://www.exploravision.org/dm�
http://www.glpaweb.org�


10 

 

 PLANETARIUM OUTREACHES 

An ongoing column prepared by 
Dave DeRemer, GLPA Education Chair, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin 

 
“GET TO KNOW YOUR LOCAL OBSERVATORY” 

 
About three years ago, our city library had a special donation to add an observatory 
to the rooftop of their new building. The project is finished and the observatory now 
is equipped with a 12” Meade LX 200 telescope with the ability to collect and ar-
chive images. After chatting with the President of their newly formed observing club, 
I found that they have public events “rain or shine” on the last Thursday of each 
month. It turns out that here in Wisconsin, many of those nights are cloudy and they 
are often scrambling for something to show. We decided to help, by using our plane-
tarium resources to create PowerPoint programs on various astronomy topics for 

them to use on their cloudy evenings. We assigned one of our ambitious staff students to make the PowerPoint 
presentations and he really enjoys doing it. So far, this project has worked very well for both facilities. We get 
more exposure in the community and the observatory has interesting programs to present to visitors on cloudy 
nights. Think about “teaming up” with your local observatory as another possible outreach for your facility. 

JOIN I .P.S .  
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in 
the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious or-
ganization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS 
serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Di-

rectory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 

See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 
 

IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available at Insti-
tutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 

Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA 
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735 
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748  
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org 

mailto:dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us�
http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org�
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VOLUME II, NUMBER 4             WINTER SOLSTICE, 1967
(6 pages in length) 

 
 
GLPA’s 7th newsletter and the final issue of 1967 contained 
the following articles and columns: 
 
 

☼ The cover story, written by Frank Jettner from the Henry Hudson Planetarium in Albany, New York, 
describes the newly developed B.A. and M.A. degree programs for planetarium operators that was be-
ing offered at the State University of New York at Albany. The need for such coursework became ap-
parent to the author at several meetings that he had with planetarium colleagues in the summer of 1967. 

 
☼ GLPA has become an affiliate of the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA). Members of 

GLPA are invited to attend NSTA functions. NSTA’s 1968 convention will be held in Washington, 
D.C. in late-March. 

 
☼ New GLPA officers, who will take office in the spring of 1968, are Ralph Ewers (President), Robert 

Elliot (Vice-President) and Maxine Haarstick (Secretary-Treasurer). 
 

☼ Six planetarium position announcements were made, including the news that Dr. Joseph Chamberlain 
from the American Museum of Natural History in New York would soon become the Director of Chi-
cago’s Adler Planetarium. 

 
☼ GLPA’s Education Committee, comprised of members John Curtin, Jeanne Bishop, Larry Sabbath, 

Bob Anderson, John Rosemergy and Bob Elliot, are planning a winter meeting. 
 

☼ GLPA membership dues remain at $5 per individual, per year. 
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VOLUME XXII, NUMBER 4       WINTER SOLSTICE, 1987
(28 pages in length) 

 
The cover consisted of four photographs from the 1987 Mer-
rillville conference that featured GLPA members Bob Ernst, 
David Parker, Joe DeRocher, Bill Kobel, Dayle Brown and 
Sheldon Schafer. 

 
GLPA’s final issue of 1987 contained the following articles and columns: 
 
 
☼ President Gary Tomlinson and Newsletter Editor Jeanne Bishop praised the outstanding job that Gregg and Barb 

Williams did in hosting GLPA’s 1987 annual conference. 
 
☼ Newsletter Editor Jeanne Bishop announced that this would be her last issue of the GLPA Newsletter, having served 

in that capacity for two years. Bart Benjamin will assume the duties of Newsletter Editor with the Spring, 1988 is-
sue. At the same time, Bart’s boss at the Cernan Center (Steve Bishop) will assume duties as GLPA’s President. In 
her parting remarks, Jeanne also thanked Nancy Franklin and Gary Kutina for their work in typing, laying out, copy-
ing and mailing the newsletter. She also thanked current President Gary Tomlinson on his completion of the GLPA 
Executive Committee Handbook, a copy of which is given to each member of GLPA’s Executive Committee. 

 
☼ The minutes of the recent GLPA Executive Committee Meeting and Annual Business Meeting were printed in the 

GLPA Newsletter. Newly elected officers — Dan Goins (President-Elect), David Parker (Secretary-Treasurer) and 
Sheldon Schafer (IPS Representative) — were announced. 

 
☼ Bob Thomson wrote a short article about the 1987 annual conference in Merrillville. Among other things, he praised 

the “hands on” and “make and take” workshops, the “Religion and Astronomy in the Planetarium” panel discussion, 
the presentations made by invited speakers Dr. Kerry Joels and Peter Backus, and Jack Spoehr’s Spitz Lecture and 
his reflections upon the years he spent with Spitz and the planetarium field. 

 
☼ Jeanne Bishop created a “Match Who with What was Said” game. The names of conference speakers were listed on 

one side of the page and their quotes were listed on the other side. 
 
☼ Jeanne Bishop’s “Focus on Members” column featured Gloria Rall from the Erie Planetarium in Eire, Pennsylvania. 

Her specialties in medical research and infectious diseases were tapped by NASA, which was gearing up for the 
Apollo missions at that time, and the astronomy/space connection was made. 

 
☼ GLPA Historian Dave DeBruyn reflected on a November, 1964 snowstorm that greeted those intrepid planetarians 

who met in East Lansing, Michigan to help build the foundation of our current Great Lakes Planetarium Association. 
 



GLPA Executive Committee Meeting 
Oglebay Resort 

Wheeling, West Virginia 
October 9, 2007 

 
Present:  Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer. Joe DeRocher, Geoff 
Holt, David Hurd, Chris Janssen, Dale Smith, Gary Tomlinson, Dave Weinrich. 
 

Call to Order:  The GLPA business meeting was called to order by President Bob Bonadurer at 
9:15 a.m. EDT. This was followed by a short review of the meeting agenda. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held at Oglebay on 
April 28, 2007 had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and e-mailed to each member. Cheri 
moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded and carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  David Hurd thanked the Executive Committee for getting the chair and 
committee reports to him in a timely fashion before meetings. He also reiterated that the fiscal 
year runs from October 1st through September 30th of each year. 

David gave an update on the status of GLPA’s application for 501(c)3 status and also 
distributed the current financial report and asked for any discussion. After clarifications on some 
items, Dave W. moved that the Treasurer’s Report be approved. The motion was seconded and 
carried.  

In other business, it was decided that GLPA would pick up the tab for lunch for the 
Annual Business Meeting since it was an item that the host institution pays for with the seed 
money for the conference. However, since this was hosted by three different regionals, it was 
decided not to ask the host to pay for just GLPA executive’s lunch. 
 

President’s Report:  Bob reported that Ken Murphy received a grant to help convert some slide 
based planetarium shows into digital form. These programs will be offered to GLPA members at 
a nominal price. 

David Hurd moved that the Ordinances with regard to Executive Committee travel for the 
fall meeting be amended to cover costs related to one night’s lodging and any extenuating 
circumstances aside from meals and travel that would not be reimbursed elsewhere. The motion 
was seconded and carried.  
 

President Elect’s Report:  Cheri reported on the insurance and how we are covered with our 
current policy. One component covers GLPA and any accidents or functions. If GLPA is at fault, 
persons are covered up to set amounts and if no-fault we can cover up to $5,000 to help out. The 
other component covers the Executive Committee from liability issues. 
 

Past President’s Report:  Joe DeRocher expressed his appreciation for being able to serve on 
the Executive Committee and commended the organization for its efficiency and 
professionalism. The Executive Committee commended Joe for his job well done! 
 

Development Report:  No report given. 
 

Membership Report:  Chris reported that the general membership from GLPA makes up about 
20% of IPS. He also reported that membership type, institution, planetarium types and other 
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variables are staying relatively stable. Chris reported on electronic membership services and 
portal progress. Chris also alerted the Executive Committee that he will be stepping down from 
Membership Chair. The committee discussed many different possibilities. Bob will be talking 
with some of the potential candidates during the Triple Conjunction. 
 

Education Report:  Dave DeRemer reported the information garnered from the NSTA Congress 
meeting held last July in San Antonio. He was pleased to report that we are active in this 
Congress and that we have a significant role in the realm of informal educators, which NSTA is 
really starting to take seriously. This, coupled with the emphasis by NSTA to provide science 
literacy to school children, bodes well for GLPA’s connection to NSTA. Dave and Gary S. also 
reported on the preparations for the 2008 fall meeting in Milwaukee, Wauwatosa and Waukesha. 
 

Instructional Materials Report:  Geoff Holt reported on the following… 
 

1. We’re starting to see an increase in online orders for both AV and printed materials. 
2. Conference Purchase Clarification: Dave Leake and Geoff need confirmation that it is 

okay to sell resources at the conference to MAPS and SEPA as if they are GLPA 
members. It was decided that during this conference, all delegate should be treated the 
same. 

3. Non-Member Price Proposal: after the conference, non-members can purchase any 
printed materials or AV resources from our Instructional Materials Library for an 
additional 10%. So, whatever materials they order, they would total up the cost of the 
items, add the 10% non-member fee, and that would be their grand total that they would 
pay. Bob made a motion that we adopt a new policy that instructional materials be made 
available to non-members at a 10% surcharge. 
Discussion: it should be noted that some exceptions to this new policy will be dictated  

 by previous agreements. 
 Motion was seconded and carried. 

4. TIPS DVD Update: Geoff has recruited Gary Sampson to partner with him in a project to 
create a TIPS DVD for tips on live presentation skills. Gary and Geoff have videotaped 
four people so far, and Geoff will present a paper session on this at this conference. We’ll 
be calling for people to submit their own video or audio recordings. No end date for 
submissions as been set yet. To submit, interested parties should contact Geoff. 

5. Web site update: since our gracious web host has moved out of the ISP business, he’s 
moved us over to a temporary server until we get our 501(c)3 status. In the move, our 
order forms became inoperative. Geoff purchased and installed software that will allow 
us to create and operate our own forms on this server and almost any server in the future 
without having to rely on scripts provided by the service provider. He also noted that 
Conference, Newsletter, and Resource pages were the most viewed in September. 
September has seen the highest traffic so far this year. Chris Janssen and Geoff are 
evaluating if we want to switch over to DreamHost even before we get the 501(c)3 status. 

6. Resource Submissions: we’d like to establish a formal policy that all resource materials 
that are donated to the GLPA Instructional Materials Library are subject to approval by 
the GLPA Instructional Materials Committee. This has already been our practice, but we 
wanted to make it official, and post this as a disclaimer on our web site and waiver forms. 
The Executive Committee is giving their endorsement to this and will put a team together 
for review. 

 15



7. Prices for digital show kits: we’d like to standardize our prices for digital show kits. 
We’re suggesting $25 per kit, which includes shipping to U.S. addresses.  

 

Publication’s Report:  The Publications arm of the GLPA galaxy produces GLPA’s two regular 
publications – the quarterly GLPA Newsletter and the annual Proceedings of the GLPA 
Conference. Bart mentioned that his publications colleague Dale Smith, who is essentially the 
Publications co-chair, provides invaluable assistance that allows the newsletter and the 
Proceedings continue to enjoy “smooth sailing.” Bart also noted that the combined newsletter 
and proceedings issues that Bart and Dale have edited have surpassed the 100 mark! The 
Executive Committee expressed their appreciation to both Bart and Dale! 

Since the spring of 2004, the GLPA Newsletter has been produced in Adobe Acrobat PDF 
format. Since the spring of 2007, digital versions of our newsletter have been available for 
download from the main “Newsletter” page of the GLPA website. GLPA members can always 
change the manner in which they receive the GLPA Newsletter to any of three options: a digital 
(PDF) version, a printed version, or both. To make such a change, members are asked to contact 
the GLPA Membership Chairman. 
 The next issue of the GLPA Newsletter, which will be Bart’s 80th, will be the winter 
solstice issue and will likely be made available by download in mid-December. 

The next Proceedings will be GLPA’s 24th annual edition. Twenty of these (all but four) 
have been produced by Dale Smith, who continues to edit, produce and distribute this annual 
publication, now in compact disc format. The Proceedings CD of this year’s conference will 
likely be mailed out in January. 

Dale Smith had a question with regard to the distribution of this year’s Proceedings since 
it is a three-region conference. After discussion and looking at various options it was decided 
that we would make a single version of the CD and send it to everyone. 
 It was also reported that there are 40 papers and 14 posters being presented at this 
conference. A discussion then took place with regard to the size of conferences, number of 
invited speakers, papers and posters; and how to streamline the editing and writing process so 
that Dale can continue to get out a quality and representative publication with minimal time and 
expense. In response to this discussion, Bob moved that we offer invited speakers $250 to be 
paid AFTER the speakers turn in an approved text of their talk. This will be in addition to their 
pre-agreed upon payment for their talk. Motion was seconded and carried. This policy will take 
affect in the fall of 2008. The deadline for submission for papers for the 2008 conference in 
Wisconsin will be 10/15/08. 
 

Conference Planning:  A 2007 Conference update was given by Gary T. and Steve M. It was 
noted that the New Member Orientation meeting would be conducted that night at 6:30 and that 
all Executive Committee members must be present. 

We have conference site for 2008 but only one site has expressed interest in hosting in 
2009 (Baton Rouge, LA) and there is no firm interest in anything thereafter. Discussion with 
regard to Baton Rouge 2009 was tabled until we hear from John Elvert. 
 

IPS Report:  Dave W. reported on the following: 
1. Donations to Star Partners ($300 last year) and Spitz Education Fund ($200 last year). 

David Hurd moved we donate the same amounts to each fund for 2007-08. The motion 
was seconded and carried. 

2. IPS membership stands at 571 as of May 31st.  
3. IPS 2008 Conference in Chicago 6/27-7/2 at the Hotel Hyatt Regency. Details include: 
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  Registration: $450 
  Hotel: $159 single/$179 double 
  Keynote speakers: not yet announced 
  Indigenous people’s panel 
  DUG to be held at Adler before 
  Post conference tours – Milwaukee and Yerkes, Notre Dame and Amish country,  
   Fermi lab 

4. IPS 2010 Conference in Alexandria, Egypt. 7/12/10-7/15/2010. Registration $350 - $400 
5. New IPS affiliate: Brazilian Association of Planetariums, IPS’s 23rd affiliate. 
6. Possibility of a Full Dome affiliate. The Executive Committee discussed the positive and 

negative ramifications of such an affiliate. 
7. Dues are increasing January 1, 2008 from $50 to $65/year. Two year from $90 to $100. 

This increase is due to the fact that the cost per member is $67. It was also noted that 
there has not been an increase since 2000 and the Planetarian is now full color. 

8. Save the Planetarium, Inc. can be found on the web at savetheplanetarium.org. 
Discussion about an information clearance house based on a similar plan would be a good 
idea. 

9. Proceedings of Melbourne are now done and will appear in the December Planetarian. 
10. An archive of all IPS printed material will be available at $75 for members and $175 for 

nonmembers. 
 

Old Business:  None 
 

New Business:  The next Spring GLPA Executive Committee meeting will be held in 
Milwaukee on April 19, 2008. The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. 
  

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m. 
 

http://savetheplanetarium.org/


 

Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association 

Financial Report (Fiscal 06-07) 
October 24, 2006 – September 30, 2007 

 

Checking Account Savings AccountAccount Summaries   

 

Balance: 10/24/06 $10,663.39 $16,180.04 
Deposits: $5,219.68 $13,202.01 
Withdrawals/Checks: $12,593.20 $5000.00 
Interest: $26.23 $308.77 
Ending Balance: 09/30/07 $3,316.10 $24,724.56 

 

Income Expenses  

Dues: $1,105.00 Insurance: $908.00 
Newsletter Advertising: $290.00 Tax Exempt Status (state&fed): $770.00 
Conference Registration 

& Pay Pal…: 
$106.31 

$253.42 
Exec. Committee Travel: 

(includes some airfare for S07) 
$4,405.89 

  IPS Travel $834.00 
Interest:  ck $26.23 

saving $308.77 
Donations/Memorials: 

IPS  
$500.00 

Conference Income: $11,541.39 State Day Reimbursement: $149.99 
Pay Pal Purchases: $159.31 Conference Seed Money: $1,120.00 

  Newsletter Printing, Duplication, 
Proceedings & Postage: 

$2,123.98 

Transfer from savings 
to checking 

$5,000 NSTA Meeting Reimbursements: $863.28 

  Website Fee: $49.95 
  Spitz Plaque: $30.00 
  Conference Planning/misc 

expenses: 
$762.12 

  Checks, Postage/Misc office: $75.99 
    

  Transfer from savings - checking $5,000 
Total: $18,790.43 Total: $17,593.20 

 

 
GLPA Gift Shop

 
Printed Materials

Audio-Visual 
Materials

Separate Fund 
Accounts    

 

    
Previous Balance: $366.84 $387.95 $4388.14 

Revenues: $0.00 $36.50 $1205.00 
Expenses: $0.00 $23.74 $1368.18 

Ending Balance: $366.84 $400.71 $4224.96 
 
Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________ 

 David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer 
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Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association 

2007 – 2008 Budget 
 

Projected Income 

Dues: $2,000.00 
Advertising: $870.00 

Conference Revenue: $3,000.00 
Seed Money:      $3,000.00 

NSTA Reimbursement: $200.00 
Total: $9,070 

 

Projected Expenses 

   
Expense F06-F07 Actual 07-08 Projected   

Newsletter Printing & Postage and 
Proceedings: 

$2,123.98  $2,500 

IRS $750.00 0 
Tips Printing: $0.00 0 
Awards: $0.00 0 
Executive Travel: $4,405.89 $4,000 
IPS Travel: $834.00 0 
State Meetings: $149.99 $250 
Conference Seed Money: $1,120.00 $3,000 
Conference Misc.  $792.12 $800 
Conference Photographer: $0.00 0 
Star Show Duplication: $0.00 0 
President Fund: $0.00 $200 
GLPA Postage: $75.99 $75 
GLPA Supplies: $0.00 $20 
Insurance: $908.00 $908 
Website Fees: $49.95 0 
State Non-Profit Registration: $20.00 $20 
Bank Fees: $0.00 0 
NSTA Congress Fees: $863.28 $600 
IPS Programs: $500.00 $500 
Total: $12,593.20 $12,873.00 

 
 
Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________ 

     David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer 
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GLPA Business Meeting 
Wheeling, West Virginia 

October 13, 2007 
 
Present:  Approximately 70 present. 
 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Bonadurer at 9:40 a.m. EDT. 
This was followed by a short review of the meeting agenda. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the last business meeting, held in Merrillville, Indiana in 
October, 2006, had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and sent to each member. It was moved 
that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded and carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  David Hurd discussed the financial status of GLPA by highlighting the 
Financial Report and proposed budget for the year. It was reported that GLPA is in good 
financial shape. David gave an update on our pending change to 501(c)3 status. David also 
encouraged State Meetings to take advantage of the $50 available to the hosting institution. 
Like last year, GLPA will once again give $200 to IPS Armand Spitz Education Fund and $300 
to Star Partners Fund. It was moved that the financial report be approved. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 
 

President’s Report: Bob reported about a paper published by GLPA some time ago which was 
disparaging toward an astronomer. The paper reference was removed from the website and all 
parties are pleased with the resolution of the problem. 

Bob also reported that seven shows will soon be available in digital format that were 
originally done in slide media and produced by the Minneapolis Planetarium. He also expressed 
thanks to Ken Murphy for digitizing slides for these shows. 
 

President Elect’s Report:  The election for President Elect and IPS representative was 
conducted. John Shrorer was voted in as President-Elect. The runner up, Fran Ratka was invited 
onto the Executive Committee as Development Chair and she has agreed to fill that vacancy left 
by Lisa Hudnutt. Members were reminded that there was no election for Secretary/Treasurer, as 
David Hurd was unanimously selected as replacement for Mary Musaui and that he would serve 
the remainder of Mary’s term and the next term through Spring, 2010. Dave Weinrich ran 
unopposed and was voted in as the IPS Chair.  
 

Past President’s Report:  Joe DeRocher was not available to give his report.   
 

Development Report:  Not available for report. 
 

Conference Planning 
2008 Conference Update:  Gary Sampson and Dave DeRemer reported that all the pieces are 
coming together for the 2008 conference. Participants will enjoy the Milwaukee Public Museum 
Planetarium, Gary Sampson Planetarium and Charles Horwitz Planetarium. It was noted that the 
hotel accommodations include an indoor water park at the Country Springs Hotel at a rate locked 
in at $109 plus tax for a room. This conference will be held October 29th – November 1st 2008.  
2009 Conference Update:  We have received an invitation to a 2009 All USA Regional 
Conference in Baton Rouge to be held in the fall. Jon Elvert was present to speak on the content 
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and how it would benefit the various regions. He also highlighted the facilities and how he feels 
that they are qualified to host such a conference. The conference accommodations and dates 
were presented… 
 

Registration/reception: 10/13 Tuesday Post conference: TBA 
Conference: 10/14-10/17 Registration: $245 

  Hotel: $139 plus tax  
 

Discussion mirrored last years discussion with many members expressing concern over timing, 
number of days and cost factors. They are particularly bulleted below: 

• Cost 
• Number of days 
• Could we have a scaled back 2 day registration fees? 
• What is the past experience with joint conferences outside our region? 
• Travel would limit number of student attendees 
• IPS is in 2008 in Chicago 
• How would you accommodate more than 300 people? 
• Not the right time 
• Wheeling is a “national meeting”  
• Do we want a joint conference once every other year? 

 

The results to a straw vote with regard to this conference were as follows: 
 For…    6 
 Against… 45 
 Abstain… 18 
 

Membership Report:  Chris Janssen reported we have 216 members. 20% of IPS are GLPA 
members. More than 50% of GLPA members are also IPS members. He also noted that GLPA 
was the majority at Wheeling with 104 members there. 

Chris is stepping down as Membership Chair. Deb Lawson has accepted an invitation to 
become the new Membership Chair. 
 

Education Report:  Dave reported that he and Gary Sampson were involved in the NSTA 
Congress where they propose resolutions which are forwarded to federal government entities. 
Dave also reported that he and Gary T are working on the cosmology program to be available for 
GLPA members.  

A book called the “There was a Sky Full of Stars” will be made into a planetarium 
program if we can gain permission from the pertinent entities. It would be appropriate for 2nd 
hrough 4th grade audiences. t

  

Instructional Materials Report:  Geoff Holt reported about the website and how the 501(c)3 
status will enable GLPA to get our website for free. Geoff noted that April has donated two show 
scripts that are now available. With regard to the TIPS book and “best practices” under the dome, 
Geoff mentioned a camera will soon be available from GLPA Exec that can be checked out if 
needed. Dave Leake reported on the status of show kits and the donation of “Saving the Night” 
for GLPA members, which is available on DVD. 
 

Publication’s Report:  Bart Benjamin explained what the publications are, namely the quarterly 
GLPA Newsletter and annual Conference Proceedings. The newsletter is distributed 
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electronically and in printed form. Contact Deb Lawson to let her know how you want it 
delivered. 

Bart also reported we have distributed the 156th newsletter and the 24th proceedings! 
Twenty of the annual proceedings have been done by Dale Smith. Dale and Bart together have 
logged over 100 newsletters and proceedings that they have edited and distributed to members! 
Thank you Bart and Dale! Bart personally thanked Dale Smith for all his efforts in this! State 
chairs were thanked and members were encouraged to forward news to their State Chairs in a 
timely fashion. Other news included the following: 

• Main newsletter webpage now has archived newsletters available in full color. 
• Members still have choice of how they want their newsletter delivered.  
• The winter solstice newsletter will be available by mid December. 
• The Outer Rim section will continue. 
• IPS Planetarian has place for regional news and they want color photos with this. Please 

submit newsworthy photos to Bart for this regular IPS column. 
 

IPS Report:  Dave Weinrich encouraged all members to contact him with regard to IPS issues. 
IPS (571 total members) membership fees will be increasing from $50 to $75 in January 2008. 
Dave also reported that out of all U.S. members, 96 are members of GLPA. Other news included 
the following: 

• Institutional tags are now available for 2007. 
• 2008 IPS will be in Chicago 
• 2010 meeting will be in Alexandria, Egypt. 
• There is a new class of membership starting in January called Corporate Membership and 

would be appropriate for vendors and large institutions. 
• New IPS affiliate from Brazil. It is the 23rd affiliate with 23 members! 
• All past publications will be available from IPS on 8 CDs for members at a rate of $50.  

Non-members pay $75. 
• The Star Partners program is maintained through voluntary contributions and the money 

goes to those in developing countries who can not afford the membership to IPS. GLPA 
will once again donate $300 to this program. 

• Armand Spitz Education Fund for educational initiatives will receive $200 from GLPA 
this year. 

Dave also noted a very generous planned gift to IPS from Jeff Bowen and how much this is 
appreciated. He also noted JoAnne Young’s contributions to developing countries. 
 

Old Business:  none 
 

New Business: none 
 

Adjournment:  11:22 a.m. EDT  
 



 



24 

 

  I.P.S. UPDATE 

submitted by 
David Weinrich 

Minnesota State University Moorhead 
1104 7th Ave. S 

Moorhead, MN  56563 
weinrich@mnstate.edu 

 
 
Abstract: The IPS Council met in August at the Planetario da Cidade do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. The poster addresses the IPS conferences in 2008 and 2010, the new Brazilian affiliate, the IPS 
Star Partners Fund, the Armand Spitz Planetarium Education Fund and other IPS news. 
 
 
IPS Conference 2008 
 

Next year’s IPS conference is coming to the GLPA region. The 2008 IPS conference is being hosted by 
the Adler Planetarium in Chicago. Please note that the dates of the conference have been changed. The new 
dates are June 27 through July 2, 2008. The Hyatt Regency McCormick Place is the primary conference site and 
many sessions will be held at the Adler Planetarium. Watch your mailboxes for further information or check out 
the conference website http://ips2008.org/. 
 
IPS Conference 2010 
 

The Council spent considerable time picking a site for the 2010 conference. The potential sites were Al-
exandria (Egypt), Beijing (China) and Saint-Etienne (France). The hosts gave compelling presentations and 
each site had unique advantages. After much discussion the Council voted to have the 2010 conference at Bib-
liotheca Alexandrina in Alexandria (www.bibalex.org). The sites that were not chosen were encouraged to ap-
ply for future conferences. 
 
New IPS Affiliate 
 

The Council voted to admit the Brazilian Association of Planetariums (BAP) as its twenty-third regional 
affiliate. The BAP began in 1995 and now has a membership of 23. 
 
IPS Star Partners Fund 
 

 The Star Partners fund was established in 2000 to enable less fortunate planetarians to become IPS 
members. At the end of 2006 the balance was $6,295.75. Member contributions during the year 2007 (up to July 
1st) were $690. Of that GLPA, as an organization, contributed $300 and Ash Enterprises made multiple $25.00 
donations on behalf of its customers with maintenance contracts. Planetarians might also want to emulate Jeff 
and Diana Bowen (Bowen Technovation) who pledged a generous planned gift to IPS in 2006. 
 

http://ips2008.org/�
http://www.bibalex.org�
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Armand Spitz Planetarium Education Fund 
 

 The “Spitz Education Fund” was established for projects to assist planetarians or those entering the field 
to improve their skills. Planetarians who desire such grants can contact one of the IPS officers for information 
about the application process. In the past four years, several grants have gone to students pursuing masters’ de-
grees in science communication at Dalarna University in Sweden. This year, Lars Broman (the person who 
works with the students) told the Council that the future of the program is in doubt so he is not requesting any 
new grants. Up to July, contributions to the fund totaled $450, of which GLPA, as an organization, contributed 
$200. The balance of the fund is $3,579.47. IPS members are encouraged to make contributions to both the 
Spitz Education Fund and the Star Partners Fund when renewing their memberships. 
 
Other IPS News 
 

 IPS dues are increasing, effective January 2008. Individual memberships are increasing by $15 to $65 a year 
or $100 for two years. You may be able to renew your membership at the old rate if you do it this year. 
Check with Shawn Laatsch. 

 

 Dale Smith is in the process of updating the IPS directory. This directory strives to be a comprehensive list-
ing of all planetariums worldwide. If you get a request for any updated information, please respond 
promptly. 

 

 IPS members who are institutional members should have received their member tags in August or Septem-
ber. Treasurer and Membership Chair Shawn Laatsch wants to remind institutional members that if their 
plaque is full they can request a plaque extension from him. 

 

 Brock Schroeder is the new Chair of the IPS Education Committee. 
 

 Lars Broman is the new Chair of the Awards Committee. 
 

 IPS members should be receiving the Proceedings from the IPS 2006 Conference in Melbourne, Australia 
early this fall. 

 

 The possibility of creating an affiliate to serve the Full Dome community was discussed. It was noted that 
195 people attended the 2007 Dome Fest. 

 

 Save the Planetarium Fund, Inc. was started to help save the Novins Planetarium at Ocean County College 
in Toms River, New Jersey. Now they are thinking of going national to help other planetariums that are in 
danger of closing. Check out the poster at the Triple Conjunction Conference and their website, which is 
www.savetheplanetarium.org. 

 

 IPS membership stands at 571 as of May 31, 2007. Membership at the end of 2006 was 706. New member-
ships and renewals should continue to come in throughout the year so the total should increase by the end of 
2007. 

 

 Dale Smith wishes to inform everyone that there are still some copies of the IPS Publications Archive avail-
able. This archive includes everything that the IPS has published since its inception in 1970. If you do not 
have a complete set of the Planetarian and other publications, this set is a real bargain at only $75 for IPS 
members. More information is available at http://www.ips-planetarium.org/pubs/ 

 

I.P.S. UPDATE (continued) GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2007 

http://www.savetheplanetarium.org/�
http://www.ips-planetarium.org/pubs/�
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PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES OF . . . 

All photographs were 
taken by Dan Goins. 

Left: 
Keynote Speaker 
and Comet Hunter 
David Levy 

 
 
 

Right: 
Lunch Speaker 
Charles Wood 

presented the latest 
information on 

Titan. 

Perennial favorite Dr. James Kaler gave his 
annual astronomy update. 

The Tuesday evening opening reception 

Fossils, dinosaur bones, 
and a multiplicity of other 
treasures impress visitors 
to the Carnegie Museum 
of Natural History. 
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. . . THE TRIPLE CONJUNCTION CONFERENCE 

All photographs were taken by Dan Goins. 

Sputkin, a 50th anniversary tribute by Chuck Bueter Dinner amidst the exhibits of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History 

Conference Host Steve Mitch 

Three successions of GLPA Membership Chairs 
William K. Hartmann, author of 

A Traveler's Guide to Mars 

The pastoral beauty of Oglebay Resort 
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All photographs were taken by Dan Goins. 

The observatory on the Oglebay grounds 

There was no shortage of exciting products and innovations in the vendor area! 

Conference photographer Dan Goins. You’ll see 
many more of his space tie photographs on the 
Conference Proceedings CD. 

Gary Tomlinson 
receives the Galileo 

Award, GLPA’s 
highest honor. 

Chris Janssen delivers an enthusiastic report. Conference delegates at one of the many thought-provoking paper sessions 



 

 

 
 
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2007-08: 
 
 
Parallel Universe Sponsors  ($4,000+) 

 

Evans & Sutherland     www.es.com/ 
Global Immersion     www.globalimmersion.com/ 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com/ 
Sky-Skan, Inc.      www.skyskan.com/ 

 
Universe Sponsors  ($2,500 - $3,999) 

 

Ash Enterprises International, Inc.   www.ash-enterprises.com/ 
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.   www.astro-tec.com/ 
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.   konicaminolta.com/kmpl/ 
Oglebay Foundation     www.oglebayfoundation.org/ 

 
Galaxy Sponsors  ($1,500 - $2,499) 

 

Adventure Science Center/Sudekum Planetarium www.sudekumplanetarium.com/ 
Audio Visual Imagineering    www.av-imagineering.com/ 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com/ 
GOTO, Inc.       www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 
Loch Ness Productions     www.lochnessproductions.com/ 
Mirage 3D       mirage3d.nl/ 
Spitz, Inc.       www.spitzinc.com/ 

 
Solar System Sponsors  ($650 - $1,499) 

 

Detroit Science Center     www.sciencedetroit.org/ 
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.   www.digitaliseducation.com/ 
E-Planetarium      www.e-planetarium.com/ 
GeoGraphics Imaging and Consulting  www.geographicsimaging.com/ 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com/ 
 

Planet Sponsors  ($350 - $649) 
 

Space Telescope Science Institute   www.stsci.edu/ 
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National 
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2007. 

PRESIDENT 
Robert Bonadurer 
Director of Planetarium & IMAX 
Milwaukee Public Museum 
800 West Wells Street 
Milwaukee  WI  53233 
(414) 278-6985 
bonadurer@mpm.edu 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Cheri Adams 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery 
2600 DeWeese Parkway 
Dayton  OH  45414 
(937) 275-7431, Ext. 122 
cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Drive; University Circle 
Cleveland  OH  44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 3362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
David Hurd 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
103 Cooper Hall EUP 
Edinboro  PA  16444 
(814) 732-2493 
dhurd@edinboro.edu 
 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Dave Weinrich 
Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
1104 7th Avenue South 
Moorhead  MN  56563 
(218) 477-2969 
weinrich@mnstate.edu 

PUBLICATIONS 
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove  IL  60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenjami@triton.edu 
 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale Smith 
BGSU Planetarium 
Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Deb Lawson 
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis 
P.O. Box 3000 
Indianapolis  IN  46206 
(317) 334-4110 
deblawsh3@hotmail.com 
 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
S 14 W 28167 Madison Street 
Waukesha  WI  53188 
(262) 896-8423 
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

[Position currently open. Fran Ratka will 
assume the duties of GLPA Development 
Chair in the spring of 2008.] 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
PRINTED RESOURCES 
Geoffrey Holt 
Madison Metro School District Planetarium 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison  WI  53717 
(608) 663-6102 
gholt@madison.k12.wi.us 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES 
David Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign  IL  61821 
(217) 351-2567 
dleake@parkland.edu 
 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills  MI  48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary Tomlinson 
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Comstock Park  MI  49321 
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gtomlins@sbcglobal.net 
 

2008 CONFERENCE HOST 
Robert Bonadurer 
Director of Planetarium & IMAX 
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UPCOMING GLPA CONFERENCES: 
 

2008 October 29-November 1 
  Milwaukee area, Wisconsin 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from: 
 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
 

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith 
(address given above). 

GLPA Home Page: 
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