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Explorer 1 was the first Earth satellite of the United States, launched on January 31, 1958 from
the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station as part of the United States program for the International
Geophysical Year and in response to the launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik 1. The first spacecraft to detect the Van Allen radiation belt, Explorer 1 stopped transmitting data when its batteries
died in May of 1958, but it remained in orbit for more than 12 years.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

“Think of yourself as on the threshold of unparalleled success. A
whole clear, glorious life lies before you. Achieve! Achieve!”
Andrew Carnegie

I always view spring as the most exhilarating time of the year. I
hope this vernal equinox finds you energized and ready for a
new season! In the region where I reside, our local amateur
Cheri Adams
astronomy club jokingly refers to “being under the Great Miami Valley Nebula” as our skies are often clouded over or particles disbursed in the atmosphere prevent us from seeing the
night sky. Despite this, we encourage our community members to join us in the planetarium where the stars always shine.
You all understand how the planetarium experience is enhanced and reinforced when our visitors can look up into the real
sky following a show and identify those very objects we just discussed and pointed out under the dome.
Those of you fortunate enough to experience clear night skies may also find yourself in a troubling situation with
the influx of poor lighting in your community. Our local amateur astronomy club participates in the Night Sky Network of
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. I was delighted to listen during the last Night Sky Network teleconference to
GLPA’s own Chuck Bueter, who was one of two speakers explaining how to save our dark skies or — for many of us —
how to get them back. He and Connie Walker were promoting the third year of the “GLOBE at Night” citizen science project, which ran from February 25th through March 8th. Chuck’s website www.nightwise.org has a wealth of information
that addresses the problems of poor lighting and how to educate community members.
GLPA is such a phenomenal organization with so many voices in the astronomical community! It’s now less than
one year away from the start of the International Year of Astronomy in 2009. The vision of the IYA 2009 is to help the
citizens of the world rediscover their place in the universe through the day- and night-time sky, and thereby engage a personal sense of wonder and discovery. All humans should realize the impact of astronomy and basic sciences on our daily
lives, and better understand how scientific knowledge can contribute to a more equitable and peaceful society. The IYA
2009 website is www.astronomy2009.org/. It is particularly encouraging that we planetarians already do this on a daily
basis under our domes. Please share with us your plans to celebrate the IYA.
GLPA’s spring Executive Committee meeting will be held on April 19th in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Please let one
of the committee members know if you have any questions, concerns, or information that you would like us to share when
we meet. I hope many of you will be able to gather with us during the last week of October to be energized at this year’s
fall GLPA conference. In the mean time, I know many of you have already attended or soon will attend your spring state
meeting. I wish that those of you under a school dome can find the time to complete all your projects prior to the end of
the school year. And for those of you who are under the dome during the summer, I hope you’re looking forward to the
sun continuing its steady climb above the celestial equator each day.
Brutal . . . that’s how I would describe the winter most of us
have had to endure this year. Many cities in our region far exceeded their average annual snowfall, and some places set new
EDITOR’S
all-time records. If you’re like me, you’re more excited than
MESSAGE
ever to welcome this year’s Vernal Equinox, which occurs at
1:49 a.m. EDT (12:49 CDT) in the wee hours of Thursday,
March 20th. Let’s hope that warmer weather follows closely
Bart Benjamin
behind!
20
This particular spring also sees the biennial change of
GLPA officers. Cheri Adams is now GLPA President, John
Schroer is GLPA’s new President-Elect, and Bob Bonadurer steps down to Past-President. Other recent changes saw Deb
Lawson assuming the duties of Membership Chair and Fran Ratka assuming the duties of Development Chair. Best of
luck to all, and special thanks to those members now stepping down from their GLPA duties — Joe DeRocher, Chris
Janssen and Steve Mitch.
Spring is also the time for state meetings, and I encourage you to attend. You’ll find details of each spring meeting at the beginning of each State News report. And speaking of State News, this issue’s State News section is the longest
in newsletter history — 7 ½ pages long! This shows just how busy and dynamic our members are!
Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2008. Please submit your
facility reports to your State Chairs by late-April. Have a wonderful spring, and enjoy your state meetings!
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S TAT E N E W S
Illinois State Meeting
Saturday, May 10, 2008
Lakeview Museum Planetarium
Peoria, Illinois

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Brock Schroeder has stepped
down as Planetarium Director at
the Strickler Planetarium at Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, Illinois. As Brock explains, “about three years ago, I
was asked to serve as Dean of
Academic Support. That administrative work is taking more of my time now. So, I felt that
with the renovations planned for the planetarium this year,
it would be good to hand that off to someone who could
devote the full-time needed.” That new person is Steve
Case. Steve earned an M.S. in Physics at the University of
Mississippi. Also, he spent a summer working on an E&S
Digistar at the Longway Planetarium in Flint, his home
town. This gives him the experience for our new Digistar 3
system, which will be installed in early April.” As a result
of this decision, Brock Schroeder is stepping down as Illinois State Chair. Bart Benjamin has assumed those duties.
[Ed. Let me conclude this news note by thanking Brock
for his fine service to GLPA and to Illinois planetarians
in particular and best wishes to Steve Case as he prepares the Strickler Planetarium for its entree to the
digital planetarium world].
The Lakeview Museum of Arts and Sciences premiered
its Zeiss Powerdome Planetarium System on January 26th.
Currently offered are three full-dome shows, Zula Patrol Under the Weather from E&S/Spitz; TimeSpace from the
Adler Planetarium; and Black Holes from the Clark Planetarium. The Black Holes show was chosen by representatives (ambassadors) from sixty area schools who comprise
the museum’s new Museum Education Ambassadors
group. These ambassadors receive materials from the museum and agree to pass them on to others in their school. In
exchange, they are offered free workshops and a museum
membership. As far as the Black Holes show was concerned, they also functioned as a focus group of educators
to select the show. Between presentations of full-dome features, the planetarium also offers six different 15-minute
shows, each demonstrating various features of the Zeiss

Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead, Minnesota 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu
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system, and in April, laser shows from AVI will be added to the schedule. The 10th Annual Interplanetary 5K
Race and 1 mile Walk through the Solar System will be held on April 5th.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College in Champaign hosted its “First (and
Last) 35mm Film Festival” this spring, showing all of its 35mm C-360 films one last time to the general public. Dave Leake has been researching the history of Cinema-360 and had nice chats with both Steve Bishop
and Art Johnson, who were two of the “founding fathers” of this former film consortium. Aside from the
films, Staerkel’s programming includes Spring Prairie Skies, Spirits from the Sky, Thunder on the Land (an
Adler production), and Teddy’s Quest. Their final “World of Science” speaker will be their boss, Ed O’Sullivan, who is a
chemist by trade. He will speak on “Steroids and Athletic Performance” on April 4th. The planetarium staff will host three
Girl Scout Sky Search merit badge workshops in early April and two boy Scout Astronomy Merit Badge workshops in
May. Other special events include a live concert by the duo “Stars of the Lid” on April 22nd and a “Rocket Into Space!”
event for children, with help from the local PBS affiliate. The staff also continues its fundraising campaign to convert the
planetarium to a full-dome system. And last but not least, congratulations to our “local hero” Jim Kaler on his prestigious
AAS teaching award! [Ed. see details on page 14.]
The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton College enjoyed clear skies for its public viewing session of the
February 20th total lunar eclipse. At its March Monthly Skywatch program, the Cernan Center debuted a new permanent
display dedicated to John Jones, who served the Cernan Center for many years as a lecturer, telescope operator, and mythology expert before his death in 2006. This wall-mounted tribute features a beautiful photograph of the Orion Nebula,
along with a poem and words of tribute.

Indiana State Meeting
Saturday, April 26, 2008
Edwin Clark Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium
University of Saint Francis
Fort Wayne, Indiana
The Indiana state meeting will include a full demonstration of Warped Media, an “all-dome video
system for the rest of us” by Ash Enterprises and additional demos by vendor sponsor Bowen Technovation. If you have not received registration materials via snail mail by Wednesday March 26th,
please contact Schouweiler Director Alan Pareis via phone or e-mail.
The Notre Dame Digital Video Theater, reports that the new Director of the DVT is Keith Davis.
There will be more news about the DVT in the summer solstice issue of the GLPA Newsletter.
Bill Huston, Director of the Jefferson H.S. Planetarium in Lafayette, is one of three Indiana finalists for the
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST). Deb Teuscher, Director of the Pike
H.S. Planetarium in Indianapolis is one of the other PAEMST finalists. If either is selected as the winner from Indiana,
that person will visit the White House in Washington, D.C. along with the 49 other science winners and the 50 winners
from mathematics. Go Indiana Planetarians!
The Challenger Learning Center of Northwest Indiana in Hammond reports that the center begins 2008 with a
new Executive Director, Amanda Maynard. Amanda was with the Adler Planetarium for 18 months prior to joining the
center and she was a 5th grade teacher before working at Adler. The Challenger Learning Center of Northwest Indiana
suffered a great loss when its Founder and Director, Lisa Austgen, lost a long and courageous battle with leukemia in
2007. The staff of the Challenger Learning Center proudly continues Lisa’s mission to excite students and educators about
space exploration and innovative learning methods. Memorial contributions can be made to the Legacy Foundation of
Lake County, Indiana. More information about this is available from the “Contact Us” link of the center’s website at
www.clcnwi.com.
Dayle Brown’s Skylore from Planet Earth: Stories from around the world … Milky Way, the third book in her
Skylore series, is now available. You can purchase your copy online from AuthorHouse (www.authorhouse.com) or di-
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rectly from Dayle (dayledavid@comcast.net). If you have not yet seen a copy of Dayle’s “Skylore” series,
you might want to pick up a copy. They are a good read, delightful to look at, and enhance your command of
stories for your own “sky tonight” presentations. The first two books in her series were titled “Orion” and
“Pleiades.”
The Kennedy Planetarium in South Bend reports several items of interest. Ruth Craft, who still describes herself as a “relative” newcomer to the planetarium business, is collaborating with Dayle Brown to
create a projected program of selections from Skylore from Planet Earth with live narration by the author. The Kennedy
Planetarium has not offered public programs in the past. However, in the past year, the Kennedy has become involved in
several unique community projects, including a collaboration with YMCA Camp Eberhart (near South Bend) to initiate a
contest for scholarships to a week at Astro Camp for students in fourth through sixth grades. Ruth has also become involved with the Michiana Astronomical Society and has participated in a number of public events representing the Society
and Kennedy Planetarium, including an annual science festival sponsored by the public library. The Kennedy also recently co-hosted an evening “Celebration of the Moon” for the recent lunar eclipse.
P-H-M Planetarium Air & Space Museum is actively involved in dark sky issues. Chuck Bueter and Art
Klinger are currently working on a multi-user/planetarium DVD and teacher packet titled “Let There Be Night.” This program will be divided into several chapters that will cover all aspects of light pollution. Both the 2009 IYA Dark Skies
Working Group and the Globe at Night Orion Star Count will be incorporated into this project, which is based on feedback from astronomy educators at two 2007 conference workshops. At last fall’s Triple Conjunction Conference, Chuck
Bueter demonstrated several segments of the proposed program and gathered input about how the planetarium community
could best serve dark skies. “Let There Be Night” will be presented in its entirety to grades 3-8 in the P-H-M School District beginning in the fall of 2008 and concluding in May of 2009. The students will use the scientific method to measure,
quantify, analyze and offer suggestions on how our school district can reduce light pollution, thereby saving energy and
the night sky as well. Our goal is to have the DVD and teacher packets ready for distribution by November 14th. More
details on these exciting materials may be available at the April 26th Indiana state meeting. In addition to his work on this
project, Chuck Bueter has been advocating dark skies, including online as the guest speaker of an Astronomical Society of
the Pacific (ASP) Astronomy from the Ground Up workshop and of a NASA Night Sky Network forum. His work is also
supporting Globe at Night, an IYA 2009 Cornerstone Project.
The fall of 2007 was a busy time at the Ball State University Planetarium and Observatory, as it marked the
40th anniversary of these facilities. It was a time to celebrate past successes and the addition of telescope access in Arizona. Recently, Ball State University joined the Southeastern Association for Research in Astronomy (SARA); a tenuniversity consortium that operates a 36-inch telescope at Kitt Peak National Observatory. This has greatly expanded the
research opportunities for BSU faculty and students. In a sense, this is an extension of the campus observatory. The BSU
planetarium has seen over 380,000 visitors in its 40-year history. Several special public programs were presented in September and October. A Tour of the Milky Way took overflow audiences through our galaxy featuring images from the
campus observatory and the SARA telescope. This program was repeated in November by popular request. In midNovember, An Evening with SARA was attended by over 400 people. Using the Internet, BSU astronomers controlled the
SARA telescope in Arizona and collected deep sky CCD images. They even took requests from the audience. In December, there was record-breaking attendance for The Christmas Star. The PBS television program “Religion and Ethics” did
a story on the Star of Bethlehem that featured the BSU planetarium and an on-camera interview with director Ron
Kaitchuck (www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week1116/feature.html). The January 2008 issue of the Ball State
University Alumnus Magazine did a feature story on astronomy at the university and its impact on students.
(www.bsu.edu/alumni/media/pdf/alumnusjan08.pdf). Ball State University will again offer its planetarium workshop
from July 7 – 11, 2008. The theme will be “Classic Planetariums in a Digital Age: How to Flourish.” A web page of information will appear in the late spring. Persons that have taken pervious BSU workshops can receive additional graduate
credit for this summer. For more information, contact Ron Kaitchuck (rkaitchu@bsu.edu).
BJ Harper, retired director of the Northrop Planetarium, Fort Wayne Public Schools, is volunteering her time in
both the Wayne and Northrop Planetariums by giving star shows to the elementary schools in FWCS. She is also working
with high school teachers of any discipline in both schools to integrate an astronomy lesson into their units of study. BJ is
also participating in the FW Park District adult classes at the Community Center. She taught five weeks of
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“archeoastronomy” starting in February, combining her travels to “astronomy places” in the U.S., Egypt, Iceland, and Great Britain. She presented an interpretation of the “Winter Solstice” for the winter solstice celebration at Metea Park on December 22nd and as a part of the Fort Wayne Astronomical Society program in
January.
The staff of the E. C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of St Francis Planetarium are celebrating the delivery and installation of a 12-projector automated behind the dome dissolve pan
system. It was nearly a three-year journey from initial grant proposal to installation by Bowen Technovation of Indianapolis. Now all Alan Pareis and Chris Highlen have to do is learn how to use it, and master Digi-Dome to re-mix their
old show pans! They are now looking for “a good Digi-Dome tutor.” Any volunteers? Alan has spent much of the first
part of this year training three students as planetarium educators for group show presentations for the next few years. In
addition to his work at the Schouweiler, Chris Highlen also volunteers his techno-expertise to BJ Harper’s work with the
Wayne and Northrop Planetariums.

Michigan State Meeting
Saturday, April 19, 2008
Exhibit Museum Planetarium and Argus Planetarium
Ann Arbor, Michigan
The Michigan state meeting will be jointly hosted by the University of Michigan Exhibit Museum Planetarium, The University of Michigan Astronomy Department Planetarium, and the Ann Arbor Public Schools Argus Planetarium. The main topic of the
meeting will be comparing planetariums and planetarium systems. During the course of
the day, attendees will visit all three host planetariums. At each planetarium, there will
be demonstrations and presentations dealing with the specific hardware and software
installed at that site. The three systems that will be demonstrated will be the Evans &
Sutherland D3-SP at the Argus Planetarium, the Zeiss ZKP-3 at the Astronomy Department Planetarium, and the Elumenati/SCISS Uniview system at the Exhibit Museum. If
you are planning to join them, please let them know as soon as possible. You may contact either Steve Schaffer at
schaffer@aaps.k12.mi.us and (734) 994-1771 or Matt Linke at mlinke@umich.edu and (734) 647-1381. Detailed information including maps and times will be posted on the two planetarium’s websites.
Greetings from Michigan, the land of the perpetual snow storm!
The Cranbrook Planetarium continues co-production on the full-dome/classical planetarium program Bad Astronomy: Myths and Misconceptions. To that end, Cranbrook will welcome Dr. Phil Plait of Bad Astronomy fame for a
lecture on Friday, May 9th. Cranbrook astronomers are also engaged in several new full-dome productions geared towards
school groups and the ever-changing landscape of the state’s mandated curriculum requirements. Additionally, there are
whispers afoot about a tasty upgrade to Cranbrook’s observatory. Rumor has it that the upgrade includes a research-grade
telescope.
Plans are well underway for the premiere of the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium’s newest show Bad Astronomy:
Myths and Misconceptions on Saturday, May 10th. The premiere will feature two presentations by Dr. Phil Plait, the author of the Bad Astronomy book and www.badastronomy.com website. May 10th will also feature their seventh celebration of Astronomy Day and the opening of a new Rocket Garden exhibit next to the planetarium. This addition features
an Apollo Block 2 Command Module Trainer, with scale models of the Space Shuttle complete with two Sold Rocket
Boosters and External Tank as well as the new Ares I and Ares V launch vehicles. May 10th will also feature the start of
the planetarium’s public observing program “Beginner’s Night” in cooperation with the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club.
Spring has sprung at Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield. A successful eight-night winter lecture series was
hosted by planetarian Cliff Jones (ably assisted by planetarian John Tremonti and the always charming volunteer, Irene
Rogoff). Cliff “raised the bar a notch” by offering the attendees first light via a second digital projector. While per-
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haps not as “high-tech” as what is offered by other Michigan planetaria, they were much “pumped.”
Rumor has it that a major grant request is in-the-works. Hopefully, it may become a stellar reality later
this year. What a wonderful 40th anniversary present that would be for their venerable star theater.
One January 1st, Mike Best, their resident old geezer and authentic “Man in Black,” plunged into his
32nd year of astronomy presentations throughout their tri-county area (sometimes Canada when the
money is right). It’s also his 31st season at Vollbrecht. Although he refuses to divulge the year he began his life-long love affair with the night sky, hand-held calculators indicate it was when astronomy
textbooks were less than an inch thick and Carl Sagan was in the 5th grade.
The Shiras Planetarium is featuring The Cowboy Astronomer by Loch Ness Productions, Wilbear’s Adventure
and Point of No Return during their Monday night public shows in spring. They are also working on a full dome digital
conversion of the Icy Worlds show produced by the Science Museum of Virginia, which will be added to their roster of
shows for visiting school groups by fall. They continue to see good attendance numbers and are working hard to incorporate live segments in their programs. The staff has also been doing some outreach programs through the local astronomy
club utilizing the NASA Night Sky Network toolkits.
Abrams Planetarium continues to run the Taylor Planetarium’s How to Build a Planet as their feature presentation and Calgary’s The Super Sky Show as their children’s show.
The Grand Haven Area Public Schools Planetarium has been overtaken by the technology department and the
chair of the district’s science committee.
The Kingman Museum Planetarium did not get off to a very good start in 2008. On January 7th, during a severe
thunderstorms that passed through the area, the UPS for their Digistar 1 was hit by lightning or damaged through a power
surge. Although it managed to protect their entire planetarium system, it no longer generates power. Since they have
“dirty” power and have been struck by lighting on multiple occasions, they brought the system up using the bypass mode,
tested that everything worked and powered everything down. The storm also damaged their computer network. Luckily,
they are covered by insurance, but they are still waiting for the insurance company to cut a check, and they had a difficult
time finding replacement parts for the UPS. Apparently the UPS had a much greater output than their system required and
the quotes for replacement parts went up to $25,000. Meanwhile, they have had a potential donor for a new planetarium
system step forward.
The past few months have been busy at the Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium. They’ve been working hard to get
three new local productions ready for launching within a month of each other. On January 19th, they premiered Everybody’s Sky: Star Stories around the World. The show, which will accompany the Public Museum’s new permanent exhibit
“Newcomers,” will cover the theme of immigration to America and our ethnic heritage. Stretching beyond the standard
scope of Greco-Roman constellations, the show will — as the title suggests — look at stories from several of the cultures
that have come to this country. Nipping at everybody’s heels less than a month later, their show Mapping the Sky will debut. Designed to accompany the temporary exhibition “Maps: Tools for Adventure” by National Geographic and the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis, the show has also been tailored to numerous state of Michigan curriculum requirements.
The program will teach basic navigation with the sky and map-reading skills in a fun and interesting way. A kit of the
show is in development for sale. Then, on the entertainment front, a new light show set to the music of Rush will be run-

GLPA List Serve
DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information
♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to the

To be included in the summer issue’s State News
column, please forward news from your facility to
your state chair in the latter half of April.

GLPA region

How?

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to
Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in the IPS
Planetarian’s “International News” column.

Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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ning Saturdays from mid-February through May. Rush follows in our new tradition of “laserless” light
shows, relying entirely on the Chaffee’s intense incandescent effects and intense Digistar programming. The show will run alongside last spring’s hit, Pink Floyd’s Wish You Were Here. They will also
be continuing their light show festival experiment with a vernal equinox festival on March 21st, showcasing their Led Zeppelin show, ELP’s Brain Salad Surgery and Radiohead’s OK Computer.

Ohio State Meeting
Saturday, March 29, 2008
The Cincinnati Observatory Center and Wolff Planetarium
Cincinnati, Ohio
Imagine a classroom of students in the planetarium. Then you turn the daily motion control
forward and the star projector moves backwards, or not at all, or sluggishly. That’s exactly
what happened to Len Muni in the Midpark High School Planetarium a few months ago.
Another time, when the planetarium was visited by school district administrators during a
class, the planetarium sun appeared only sporadically. For a number of years a nasty hum
could be heard from within the control board. Now all that has changed! The administration
approved an upgrade for Midpark’s planetarium that was carried out in November by Ash Enterprises. Current upgrades
include a refurbished East Coast Controls control panel, two projectors, a DVD player, and a computer controller. Len
hopes that future upgrades will include a new cove lighting system.
The University of Toledo’s Ritter Planetarium recently installed a new high-end LCD video projector in the
theater. In their spacious lobby, Ritter has installed a 42-inch LCD monitor connected to NASA’s ViewSpace. Alex Mak
notes that the content is great and the upkeep is virtually zero. He’s still doing public programs on the weekends and K-12
and scout programs during the week. Their attendance has been more or less constant even though he’s had to raise fees
more than he would have liked. Alex is at work producing a program to debut this summer, Arctic Adventures, using some
of the 20,000 images he and his wife shot during the last three summers they spent in Alaska, Yukon, and the Northwest
Territories.
Marietta College is building a new planetarium, the first in far southeast Ohio. The new Anderson-Hancock
Planetarium is named for two emeritus professors in the College’s Physics and Astronomy Department and will feature
an opto-mechanical star projector and full-dome video in its 88-seat 12.2-meter dome. Dr. Ann Bragg, currently an instructor in physics and astronomy at Bowling Green, will be the new Director.
Roy Kaelin reports that the Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History is considering a
major upgrade to its current video projection system that will expand its capability for presentation and enhance its offering of sky shows to the visiting public and to schools. On Astronomy Day (May 10th), Shafran will offer special sky
shows for identifying night-sky wonders, host mirror-making demonstrations, and will offer telescope giveaways as
prizes. The Museum’s Astronomy Department has added five courses to its roster of educational offerings this year, including a family program to construct a refracting telescope, evening weekly classes in mirror-making and telescope construction, a basic astronomy course for the absolute adult beginner, and an outdoor observational astronomy experience,
known as Star Camp, for advanced youths. Shafran is currently airing its own shows We Are Stardust and the complementary children’s show Humans: A Starry Field Guide. Both shows tie to the current CMNH exhibit “Humans: A Field
Guide.” The sky shows examine how humans have evolved through specific adaptations to Earth’s gravity and the Sun’s
light. Shafran’s astronomy staff has highlighted the re-appearance of Comet Tuttle, the recent pre-dawn conjunction of
Venus and Jupiter, and the total lunar eclipse in February as opportune moments for the visiting public to get acquainted
with the night sky and to visit CMNH’s Mueller Observatory for sky viewing on clear Wednesday evenings.
Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum of Discovery is gearing up for a great Astronomy Day celebration on May 10th.
Weather permitting, Cheri Adams and team will provide solar observing and interactive demonstrations. In the early eve-
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ning hours they will be teaming up with their public radio station for a reception and live planetarium show
set to the music provided by local musicians. This summer, the museum will feature two week long Harry
Potter camps. Camp opens and closes daily in the Great Hall (superbly transformed planetarium!) where all
Hogwarts also attend astronomy classes throughout the week.
At the Shaker Heights High School Planetarium, Gene Zajac has been going to elementary
classes to design moon habitats as part of the moon design challenge from the STS 118 flight with Barbara
Morgan. Cinnamon basil seeds have been arriving at the elementary classrooms if they ordered them. Gene goes to classrooms with a PowerPoint to guide the students in building a simple terrarium to plant the seeds. The classrooms have
space-flown seeds and the earth-based control seeds. A two-liter clear plastic bottle works very well. The students will
observe the growth in their bottles and transplant the seeds at a later date. Gene suspects that some families will add the
basil to pesto salsa! And finally, Shaker shook to a lunar eclipse party on February 20th!
The Bowling Green State University Planetarium is running Blown Away — the Wild World of Weather from
the Detroit Science Center as its main public show this winter. The planetarium also celebrated Leap Year with a special
showing of its classic 1987 in-house production It’s About Time. Dozens of BGSU students and public visitors turned out
under clear skies to see the February 20th lunar eclipse at the BGSU Observatory. In addition to planetarium work, director Dale Smith is teaching an honors introductory astronomy class this semester along with a senior-level stellar structure
class. BGSU Physics & Astronomy will miss Dr. Ann Bragg, who is completing a three-year term as Instructor and will
be leaving soon to become Director of Marietta College’s new planetarium.
WIMPS Meeting
Friday and Saturday, May 9-10, 2008
St. Cloud State University Planetarium
St. Cloud, Minnesota
The spring WIMPS Meeting will be a unique opportunity to see the GOTO
Chronos projector and then to take an optional trip to the Forestville Middle School Planetarium in Brainerd to see their Digistar3 SP2. These two
projectors together, constitute one version of GOTO’s Hybrid planetarium.
Meals will be provided by Ash Enterprises, GOTO, and Spitz, Inc. Information will be mailed soon to all WIMPS members. Non-WIMPS who
would like to be an honorary WIMP for a day and join the festivities may contact Dave at dlwilliams@stcloudstate.edu.
The Paulucci Space Theater in Hibbing, Minnesota reports that they have installed a new digital speaker system
that sounds great! Two 8/70 films, Bears and Forces of Nature are their featured programs this year.
Before leaving northern Minnesota, we zip over to the Minnesota State University Moorhead, where extensive
renovations are being planned for the planetarium this summer. New seats, a light-trap door, a new East Coast Control
Systems’ slide and video control system, and a new video projector with a douser box are some of new additions. Funds
are being sought to put in a GOTO Hybrid planetarium. This spring, the SEPA production The Planets is showing.
Moving on to a fourth Minnesota College and State University School, we have a report that the Southwest Minnesota State University Planetarium in Marshall has been using their new full-dome mirror system. Their featured programs are Loch Ness’ Sky Quest and Clark Planetarium’s Black Holes. Both of these shows were also shown at the Science and Nature Conference in January that the planetarium was part of.
We conclude our Minnesota news at Rochester’s Mayo High School Planetarium, where Larry Mascotti reports
that their installation of an Eluminati large format projector which utilizes Uniview software, and the acquisition of a
three-foot diameter Magic Planet video globe “leverages our ability to communicate ideas to students well beyond the
confines of traditional planetarium equipment.”
On to Wisconsin and the UW-LaCrosse Planetarium, where Gordon Stewart is trying to get funding to purchase
a full-dome video system and to upgrade their A3P. The planetarium is introducing Saturday matinees. Take a look at
their newly upgraded website at www.uwlax.edu/planetarium.
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The L.E. Phillips Planetarium at UW-Eau Claire describes its collaborative efforts between the planetarium, the UW-Eau Claire Physics and Astronomy Department, the Hobbs Observatory and the Chippewa Valley Astronomical Society. These four entities sponsor Astronomy Day, support a monthly newspaper column on astronomy, and promote activities at the
planetarium and the observatory. It has turned out to be a win-win situation for all involved.
Randy Olson at the Allen F. Blocher Planetarium in Stevens Point informs everyone
that they are showing another local production, titled Gods of the Solar System. Once again, the show has been written by
Amy Wilder, who also produced the sound track.
Finally, last and certainly not least, we move on to all of our GLPA 2008 Conference hosts, the good planetarians
in greater Milwaukee. The February 20th lunar eclipse was a well coordinated event between all of that the metro area’s
planetariums. Jean Creighton, Director of the Manfred Olson Planetarium at UW Milwaukee explains that “in order to
increase the profile of all planetariums in the Milwaukee area, all four local planetariums coordinated their total lunar
eclipse programs on February 20th and we all advertised each others’ events.”
At the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa, they are showing three planetarium shows this spring. In
March, SEPA’s The Planets is featured, followed by Loch Ness’ Hubble Vision in April, and concluding with Rumplestiltskin’s Starry Secret in May.
The Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha indicates that their March show is an updated version of
Hansen Planetarium’s Endless Horizon. Fernbank Science Center’s Hotter Than Blue will be showing in April.
Improvements continue to be made at the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum. Recent upgrades include new seats, a new two-projector SONY SRX system from E&S, and new cove lights from Bowen
Technovation. The planetarium will also purchase a new computer rendering farm to make its own full-dome animations.
They are currently running Secrets of the Zodiac, a modified version of the E&S show Star Signs. Their own Romancing
the Stars was very popular for Valentine’s Day audiences.
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BULLETIN BOARD
BOB ERNST: IN MEMORIAM
From Indiana Chair Alan Pareis
It is with sadness that we report the death of longtime GLPA member Bob Ernst. Bob died January 15th in his
home in Goshen, Indiana. Bob gave the Armand Spitz Memorial Lecture in 1998. He retired from the Mishawaka school
system in 2000 after 41 years as a science teacher. He also ran the planetarium for 21 years.

DR. JAMES KALER WINS AWARD FROM AAS
From a press release written by James E. Kloeppel, Physical Sciences Editor,
News Bureau, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign:
James B. Kaler, a professor emeritus of astronomy at the University of Illinois, has been awarded the American
Astronomical Society 2008 Education Prize. The prize recognizes Kaler for his outstanding contributions to the education
of the public, students and the next generation of professional astronomers.
Kaler is well known in the astronomical community. As a professional research astronomer, he has studied stellar
evolution, including planetary nebulae — the colorful remnants of dying stars. As a popularizer of astronomy, he has written 14 books and numerous magazine articles. One of Kaler’s books, Extreme Stars: At the Edge of Creation, received the
2001 award for excellence in the category of physics and astronomy from the Association of American Publishers.
In 2004, asteroid 17851 Kaler was named after him, in honor of his spectroscopic research on planetary nebulae,
his books, and his tireless efforts to educate teachers, students and amateur astronomers.
According to the American Astronomical Society, Kaler was cited for his significant contributions to many aspects of astronomy education throughout his career; Inspired teaching and mentorship of graduate and undergraduate students, many of whom have gone on to noteworthy careers in the field; Wider contributions to introductory astronomy education through his textbooks and many engaging astronomy books; Maintaining a popular Web site with a wealth of useful material regularly consulted by astronomy teachers and students; and Contributions to the public understanding of astronomy, through his prodigious number of public lectures, his work with planetarium, television and radio programs, and
for his numerous books and articles for amateur astronomers as well as the general public.
Kaler has held Fulbright and Guggenheim fellowships, and has been recognized for his work by the University of
Liège in Belgium, the University of Mexico, the University of Illinois, the Great Lakes Planetarium Association, and the
Middle Atlantic Planetarium Society. He is the president of the board of directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. Kaler joined the U. of I. faculty in 1964.
Congratulations, Dr. Kaler!

ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW AVAILABLE FOR 2008 IPS CONFERENCE
IPS 2008: Explore the Edge, the 19th International Planetarium Society Conference, will be held in Chicago,
Illinois from June 27th to July 2nd, 2008. The conference will takes place at the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place and at
Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum and promises to offer something special for everyone. For more information or
to register, please visit the IPS 2008 Conference website at www.ips2008.org.
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VOLUME III, NUMBER 1
VERNAL EQUINOX, 1968
(no issue was published)
GLPA did not produce a spring newsletter in 1968.

PLANETARIUM OUTREACHES
An ongoing column prepared by
Dave DeRemer, GLPA Education Chair, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin

“Team up with your Planetarium Neighbors”
Mother Nature often provides us with wonderful skywatching opportunities to
share with our communities. The most recent example of this was the total
lunar eclipse of February 20th. Since this was the type of sky event that we
would encourage people to view from wherever they lived, we decided to cooperate with three other planetariums to collectively promote it. To more effectively publicize the lunar eclipse, we teamed up the Daniel Soref Planetarium and Manfred Olsen Planetariums in Milwaukee and the Gary E. Sampson
Planetarium in Wauwatosa. By working together, we four planetariums could
more effectively encourage skywatchers to observe this beautiful sky display
by visiting any one of our host planetariums. The promotional materials that
we developed described the basics of the lunar eclipse followed by a listing of the locations and contact information for
all four cooperating planetariums. Our approach was very successful, and I encourage you to also consider this idea of
“team” planetarium promotion. By doing so, a greater segment of the population is made aware of the natural beauty of
these celestial spectacles and it becomes far more likely that there will be a planetarium nearby that is ready and willing
to “put the stars in their eyes.”
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VOLUME XXIII, NUMBER 1
VERNAL EQUINOX, 1988
(12 pages in length)
The cover photograph shows GLPA members Sandy Hallock,
Dave Sanford, Georgia Neff and Kathy Michaels at the 1987
GLPA Conference in Merrillville, Indiana.
GLPA’s first issue of 1988 contained the following articles and columns:
☼ GLPA’s biennial change of officers saw Steve Bishop becoming GLPA President, Gary Tomlinson stepping down to Past President, and Dan Goins becoming President-Elect. David Parker continued as GLPA’s
Secretary/Treasurer. Unelected positions changed as well — Gregg and Barb Williams became Conference
Planning co-chairs and Bart Benjamin became GLPA’s Publications Chairman and GLPA Newsletter Editor.
☼ Indiana State News reported that Indianapolis’ Children’s Museum would soon build a planetarium.
Groundbreaking will take place in April of 1988 and its grand opening is expected to occur in the spring of
1989.
☼ The 1988 spring state meetings were announced for the Staerkel Planetarium (Champaign, Illinois), the
Evansville Museum Planetarium (Evansville, Indiana), the Hans Baldauf Planetarium (Kalamazoo, Michigan), the Youngstown Planetarium (Youngstown, Ohio) and the U of W - Eau Claire Planetarium (Eau
Claire, Wisconsin).
☼ In an article titled “More Information on ASCAP,” Gary Tomlinson briefly summarized the do’s and
don’ts of using music in the planetarium. The safest options, as he explained, are to buy music that already
has synchronization rights granted, to use music from music libraries designed for this purpose, to hire
your own composer, to purchase another planetarium’s show packages, or to refrain from using music at
all in the planetarium.
☼ An early announcement was made about the 1988 GLPA Conference, which will be held at the Bowling
Green State University planetarium in Bowling Green, Ohio.
☼ A reminder was given that the 1988 IPS Conference will be held in Richmond, Virginia this summer.
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2007-08:

Parallel Universe Sponsors ($4,000+)
Evans & Sutherland
Global Immersion
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss
Sky-Skan, Inc.

www.es.com/
www.globalimmersion.com/
www.seilerinst.com/
www.skyskan.com/

Universe Sponsors ($2,500 - $3,999)
Ash Enterprises International, Inc.
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.
Oglebay Foundation

www.ash-enterprises.com/
www.astro-tec.com/
konicaminolta.com/kmpl/
www.oglebayfoundation.org/

Galaxy Sponsors ($1,500 - $2,499)
Adventure Science Center/Sudekum Planetarium

Audio Visual Imagineering
East Coast Control Systems
GOTO, Inc.
Loch Ness Productions
Mirage 3D
Spitz, Inc.

www.sudekumplanetarium.com/
www.av-imagineering.com/
www.eastcoastcontrol.com/
www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html
www.lochnessproductions.com/
mirage3d.nl/
www.spitzinc.com/

Solar System Sponsors ($650 - $1,499)
Detroit Science Center
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.
E-Planetarium
GeoGraphics Imaging and Consulting
Learning Technologies, Inc.

www.sciencedetroit.org/
www.digitaliseducation.com/
www.e-planetarium.com/
www.geographicsimaging.com/
www.starlab.com/

Planet Sponsors ($350 - $649)
Space Telescope Science Institute

www.stsci.edu/

GLPA GALILEO AWARD
GLPA is the world’s oldest and largest regional planetarium association. Our
membership includes a number of individuals who have gone on to become leaders in the
national and international planetarium community as well. The Galileo Award, which is
GLPA’s highest honor, recognizes persons of exemplary leadership at the national and/or
international level.
Persons nominated for this award need to have been a GLPA member in good standing
for at least ten consecutive years. They are persons who have done exemplary work within
GLPA and have carried this work beyond our regional borders. To nominate someone for this
award, please fill out the form below and submit it, along with the described letters of
recommendation, to the current GLPA President.
Person Nominated:
Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Institution: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________
Daytime Phone: __________________________________________________________________
Fax: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________

Nominated by:
Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Institution: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________
Daytime Phone: __________________________________________________________________
Fax: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________

(Please continue to the next page)

Please write a brief paragraph or two explaining your reasons for nominating this person. Be
sure to give examples of their accomplishments in GLPA, as well as those on the national
and/or international level:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please submit three letters of recommendation for your nominee along with this form. Only one
of the three letters may be from a GLPA Executive Committee member. The other two letters
may come from current GLPA members, but it is highly recommended that at least one of the
letters come from a person outside the GLPA region. Mail this form, along with the letters of
recommendation, to the current GLPA President.

GLPA 2008 Conference Announcement
We invite you to attend the 2008 GLPA Conference from October 29th – November 1st in the Milwaukee area. Our host sites include three uniquely different
planetarium facilities. The Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public
Museum features a 74-foot dome, with a Sony SRX full-dome video system. The
Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium at the Retzer Nature Center in Waukesha features
a 40-foot dome, a Spitz 512 projector and an all-sky projection system. The Gary
E. Sampson Planetarium at Wauwatosa West High School includes a 30-foot
dome, a Spitz A-4 projector, and a three-screen video system. Dr. Jean Creighton
of University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee's Manfred Olson Planetarium is hosting a
post-conference field trip. The conference hotel will be the beautiful Country
Springs Conference Center with adjacent water park.
Guest speakers will be Dr. James Kaler with the “Astronomy Update”, the annual
Spitz Lecture, and Dr. Michelle Thaller of the Spitzer Infrared Telescope Project.
Join us for this special three-site conference featuring posters, papers, workshops,
portable presentations and a wonderful chance to network with planetarium colleagues.

Sincerely,
Bob Bonadurer; Daniel M. Soref Planetarium
Dave DeRemer; Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium
Todd Dezeeuw & Gary Sampson, Gary E. Sampson Planetarium
Dr. Jean Creighton, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee's Manfred Olson Planetarium
Looking forward to seeing you in Milwaukee for GLPA 2008!

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A.,
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2008.

PRESIDENT
Cheri Adams
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery
2600 DeWeese Parkway
Dayton OH 45414
(937) 275-7431, Ext. 122
cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org

PRESIDENT-ELECT
John Schroer
Dassault Systemes Planetarium
The New Detroit Science Center
5020 John R. Street
Detroit MI 48301
(313) 577-8400, Ext. 435
jschroer@sciencedetroit.org
PAST-PRESIDENT
Robert Bonadurer
Director of Planetarium & IMAX
Milwaukee Public Museum
800 West Wells Street
Milwaukee WI 53233
(414) 278-6985
bonadurer@mpm.edu

SECRETARY/TREASURER
David Hurd
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
103 Cooper Hall EUP
Edinboro PA 16444
(814) 732-2493
dhurd@edinboro.edu

IPS REPRESENTATIVE
Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead MN 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu
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Bowling Green OH 43403
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Children’s Museum of Indianapolis
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Phoenix on Mars
NASA has high hopes that its Phoenix Mars Mission will be
the first mission to “touch” and examine water on Mars,
which will ultimately pave the way for future robotic missions
and perhaps even human exploration. Follow the mission
and see the latest images at http://phoenix.lpl.arizona.edu/.

Summer Solstice Greetings! I confess I love this time of
year; warm days and nights and longer hours of daylight.
PRESIDENT’S When I shared this opinion with a fellow planetarian
years ago he was aghast! He felt it was dishonorable as
MESSAGE
there are fewer hours to observe the real sky. Nights may
be longer and sky conditions may be better in the crisp
Cheri Adams
cold air of winter but it seems easier to convince our
planetarium visitors that they should step outside and look
up under more favorable conditions.
Our visitors have loved seeing fabulously updated images of Saturn, its rings and moons from the Cassini Mission. It seems appropriate that our view of the rings will be edge on and appear to disappear during
2009, the International Year of Astronomy. It was July 1610 that Galileo sketched Saturn as what he perceived
to be a three-lobed planet. It seems incredible the knowledge we have gained of this planet in just the last few
years since Cassini has been in orbit around Saturn, much less the nearly 400 years since Galileo first checked it
out through his telescope. Next month in July we will have an opportunity for viewing Mars as it has a 0.7º conjunction with Saturn. I find it fascinating the questions we get in the planetarium concerning “Mars as Big as the
Moon” each August, obviously remnants of the close passage of 2003.
The GLPA Executive Committee has been exceptionally busy with numerous projects. You will be able
to catch up on the work being done when you read the minutes of the spring committee meeting (found in the
newsletter) held April 19 at the Country Springs Hotel and Resort in Pewaukee, Wisconsin, site of the fall conference. Be sure to make plans for attending this exciting and well planned event October 29 through November
1. Our welcoming hosts are Bob Bonadurer at the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum, Dave DeRemer at the Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium at the Retzer Nature Center in Waukesha and Todd
DeZeeuw and Gary Sampson of the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium at Wauwatosa West High School. A postconference trip will be hosted by Dr. Jean Creighton of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Manfred Olson Planetarium. Dr. James Kaler will present his annual “Astronomy Update”. The Spitz Lecture will be delivered by past GLPA President, Dan Francetic and Dr. Michelle Thaller will be presenting from the Spitzer Infrared Telescope Project.
Contemplate what papers, posters or workshops you can share at the conference. Enjoy your summer
and hope to see you when the days are shorter and the nights are longer in October in Pewaukee for a fantastic
conference!

Happy Summer Solstice! As I prepare my Editor’s Message, NASA has announced that the Phoenix Mars Lander
has successfully landed on Mars, thereby beginning its 90+
EDITOR’S
day primary mission to study the geologic history of water
MESSAGE
on Mars. Scientists hope to gain new insight into the Red
Planet’s climate history and search for evidence of a habitBart Benjamin
able zone that may exist in the ice-soil boundary. If all
equipment works as planned, this should be an exciting
summer for both JPL scientists and planetarians.
This issue of the GLPA Newsletter has the minutes of the spring GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
(beginning on page 18), which were skillfully prepared by GLPA’s Secretary/Treasurer David Hurd and edited
as a collaborative document by his fellow Executive Committee members using (for the first time) the Google
Groups and Google Docs online services. [Thanks, Geoff Holt!] I encourage you to read it so that you’ll become better acquainted with all the great things that GLPA is currently doing and planning for the future.
Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2008. Please
submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late-July. Have a wonderful summer!
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S TAT E N E W S
The Illinois section of the Great
Lakes Planetarium Association
met at the Lakeview Museum of
Arts & Sciences in Peoria, Illinois
on Saturday, May 10th. The group
was treated to an extended demonstration of the planetarium’s
new Zeiss Skymaster ZKP 4 optical star projector and Zeiss
SPACEGATE QUINTO digital
projection system. The photo below shows Sheldon Schafer with
the new projector and four of the
five digital data projectors.
The Zeiss Skymaster star projector has a clear and
sharp starfield with components that have been reserved for
the top-of-the-line projectors. Their digital data projector
provides great images of full dome images. In a smaller
dome, the sharpness rivals film. Yet, just like any new digital technology, the planetarium staff continues to learn how
to operate the system’s many features. Clearly, the system
has incredible capacities for the delivery of digital content.
As part of the morning session, Bart Benjamin described the fall GLPA conference in Milwaukee.
Thanks, Sheldon and staff, for an outstanding display of planetarium programming in Illinois.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead, Minnesota 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu

[Ed. And thank you, Jeff Hunt, for writing this meeting
summary and providing the photograph].
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The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria will be presenting daily shows this summer using
their new Powerdome Planetarium System from Zeiss. These will include Zula Patrol Under the Weather
(E&S Spitz), Black Holes (Clark Planetarium), Dawn of the Space Age (3D Mirage), and Timespace (Adler).
On June 21st and 22nd, the Museum will host its annual Interplanetary Bicycle Ride, also paired with the
Peoria Moonwalk Fitness Walking Program. Riders will navigate through portions of Peoria’s Community
Solar System model.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College in Champaign will once again reduce its
schedule a bit for June and July by temporarily suspending Saturday public programming but adding Thursday matinees.
On Thursday mornings, they will be showing the film double feature of Flower Planet and Rainbow War and Solar System Safari from the Chaffee Planetarium. On Friday nights, they will offer Summer Prairie Skies, Adler’s Spirits From the
Sky, Thunder On the Land, and one of their 35mm films. The Planetarium’s spring 35mm film festival was very successful, with several of the films playing to sold out crowds. They will show them again this summer by popular demand.
The second annual “Summer Solstice Celebration” will be hosted by the Krannert Center at the University of Illinois. Dr.
Jim Kaler will add commentary to a jazz performance, while Wayne James and Dave Leake operate Wayne’s StarLab in
the lobby.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center on the campus of Triton College in River Grove will welcome back former Space Shuttle astronaut Story Musgrave as its Friends of the Cernan Center “Big Event” speaker on Friday evening,
August 22nd. This summer, the Cernan Center will present Stellar Extremes (Staerkel Planetarium), The StarGazer
(GLPA) and The Moon: From Imagination to Exploration as its earth and sky shows; Magic Sky (Strasenburgh) and Dinosaurs in Space as its children’s shows; and Laser POP ROX (LFI International) and Ray of Light as its laser concerts.

The Indiana Spring GLPA Meeting was held at the E.C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium,
University of Saint Francis, Fort Wayne on Saturday April 26th. Thirty-seven people were in attendance, including three vendors and the Schouweiler staff. Those in attendance represented planetariums in Michigan and Ohio in addition to Indiana.
Thanks go to Mark Perkins of Ash Enterprises, Jeff Bowen of BowenTechnovation and
Rick Pirko, Dome Painting for their presentations. The continental breakfast, sponsored by BowenTechnovation, and the buffet lunch, sponsored by Ash Enterprises were served by the University of
Saint Francis food services. Rick Pirko “The Dome Painting Guy” sponsored snack munchies and
beverages.
The highlight of the event was a demo of Ash Enterprises Warped Media all-dome video
for small dome planetariums. Thanks also go to our colleagues at the Notre Dame Digital Video
Theater for postponing their hosting of the meeting to next year so this small dome technology
could be experienced in a small dome.
Seven papers were also presented: “A Search for New Planets” by Dr. Ron Kaitchuck, Joe Childers, Garrison and
Turner; “Has Converting Shows to Digital Made Me a Digital Convert?” by Greg Williams; “Beyond Astronomy at the
Notre Dame DVT” by Dr. Keith W. Davis; “Let There Be Night” by Art Klinger and Chuck Bueter; “Post Retirement
Stars” by BJ Harper; “3 in 1: Horizons, Sundials, and Domes” by Richard Pirko; and “Changes at the Hurst” by Mark
Reed. Two planetarium shows were also presented — the Schouweiler versions of Hotter Than Blue and The Explorers of
Mauna Kea.
My thanks go to my staff: Chris Highlen, Technician, Planetarium Educators: Mike Bechill, Rachel DeKold,
Krista Fultz, Andrea Jandernoa, and our science building support staff: Carolyn Exner, and Tessa Pitts. Thanks to all who
attended.
If you haven’t yet experienced the books of Dayle Brown’s Skylore from Planet Earth series, or if you simply
haven’t yet purchased her latest book in this series, Skylore from Planet Earth . . . Milky Way, you can find it online at
AuthorHouse (www.authorhouse.com), or directly from Dayle (dayledavid@comcast.net). Her two previous books are
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Skylore from Planet Earth . . . Orion and The Pleiades. Dayle is very generous with permissions to use her
artwork from the three books in the series. Contact Dayle for details.
Ball State University will again offer its planetarium workshop from July 7 – 11, 2008. The theme
will be “Classic Planetariums in a Digital Age: How to Flourish.” A web page of information will appear in
the late spring. Persons that have taken pervious BSU workshops can receive additional graduate credit for
this summer. Contact Ron Kaitchuck (rkaitchu@bsu.edu) for late-breaking information.

Greetings from the thawing wonderland that is Michigan!
Spring has been busy at the Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids.
Besides the usual flood of shows that accompanies the end of each school year, in midApril the Chaffee hosted administrator of NASA’s Johnson Space Center Advanced
Planning Office and three-time astronaut David C. Leestma. Leestma’s public presentation discussed his own experiences in space aboard the space shuttle, and covered
NASA’s plans for the return to the Moon and expeditions to Mars.
Over the course of March and April, the Chaffee Planetarium worked with
GLPA and David Leake of the Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign, Illinois to create a
revised version of Zubenelgenubi’s Magic Sky. The new version not only has new and
improved video sequences that make use of current video production techniques (and
the most current astronomical data for the planets), but it also removes Pluto from the
show, bringing it in-line with the 2006 IAU definition of “planet.” The updates should
be available soon from GLPA. The Chaffee has also been working hard to bring itself into the 21st century (or late 20th!)
by replacing their masses of Beta tapes with DVDs, a job that they’ve only just completed. They hosted Astronomy Day a
little early this year to coincide with a theme weekend for their temporary exhibit “MAPS: Tools for Adventure.” Hundreds of people flocked to the museum on Saturday, April 26th to see telescope displays by the local astronomy club, a
gigantic display of planet scales (with a 10-foot Jupiter!), demonstrations of the free software programs Stellarium and
Celestia, plus fun crafts and activities for kids.
Astronomers at Cranbrook Institute of Science have been kept rather busy with a sold-out school group schedule, a sold-out lecture by “Bad Astronomer” and all-around nice guy Phil Plait, production of new planetarium experiences slated for debut next school year and a top-secret full-dome production that is potentially slated to open in October
of 2010. More on this later.
April was a successful month for the Kingman Museum Planetarium. Both of their public shows sold out and
they even added an extra show to accommodate visitors. Their museum attendance this year has increased around 60%
when compared to attendance last year. They expect to conclude the fiscal year on June 30th with a major increase in attendance, volunteer hours, and program participants. Kingman Museum has been working with two foundations in their
community to secure funding for some upgrades to the planetarium. Both grants have been turned in. They expect to hear
the last week in May on funding for renovating the room and then by the third week of June for equipment/show upgrades. They are working on setting a tentative schedule for removing a geology exhibit from the planetarium (after
school visits conclude) and then making a time table for all of the other renovations. Their goal is to have the project finished in time for a free Halloween hands-on science event at the end of October. They have also received funding from
the Society of Exploration Geophysicists to enhance geology programming and add hands-on exhibit activities. They will
be relocating all of their geology specimens to the lower level as they work on creating this permanent exhibit. In addition, Kingman Museum has received $10,000 and an additional pledge of $25,000 for exhibits in a newly planned biological sciences hall. The focus of the first phase of this exhibit will be a human embryo/fetus collection. Currently, the human embryo/fetus collection is stored/exhibited through peep holes in the round wall surrounding our planetarium dome
on the museum’s mezzanine level. They are looking forward to relocating the exhibit and are excited about the renovations.
Longway Planetarium celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. Summer programs include The Little Star That
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Could, The Super Sky Show and Journey to the Edge of Space and Time. Rock laser shows are scheduled every Saturday night beginning July 26 through August. There will also be a number of Family
Science programs, Summer Science Camps and drop-in science activities throughout the summer to
keep families busy who can’t afford the gas to go north.
The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield had a successful Spring 2008 season of eight, 90minute-live Friday night public shows. Thank you to the very able assistance of our three planetarians
— Mike Best, Cliff Jones, and John Tremonti — and their volunteer Irene Rogoff. A recently donated
computer is up and running with Internet capability. They also are enjoying a new phone system with a TAD. Private
shows remain their most lucrative source of income. They do much to keep them afloat inasmuch as they have a “zero
dollars” annual budget. One of their planetarians is pursuing a grant that would allow them to purchase an all-dome projection system.
That’s all from Michigan. We hope to see you all at IPS, GLPA and/or DUG!

Ohio Planetarians gathered for
their annual meeting on March
29th at the historic Cincinnati
Observatory (see photo at right).
Built in 1873, the Observatory
houses the venerable 1843 Merz
und Mahler 11-inch refractor (see
photo below), which may be the
oldest continually used telescope
in the world, according to the
University’s web site. Meeting
Host Dean Regas also showed the Observatory’s “new” telescope, a 1904 Alvan Clark 16-inch refractor. After lunch, the
meeting moved to the Wolff Planetarium at the Trailside Nature Center in Cincinnati’s Burnet Woods Park. With a 1950 Spitz A1 star projector, Wolff is the oldest operating planetarium in Ohio. Under the dome, participants discussed methods of attracting public audiences to their shows. [Ed.: Both
photographs on this page were provided by Dale Smith.]
The Shafran Planetarium hosted Astronomy Day on May 10th at The Cleveland Museum of Natural History with a variety of family-friendly activities and attracted a dedicated crowd to attend their sky shows, view Venus in the daytime, assemble make-and-take models, grind a telescope mirror, and win
some nice prizes. Roy Kaelin reports that Shafran is currently
airing its own sky shows, Alien Earths and the companion children’s version, There’s No Place Like Home, during May and
June. The shows take the audience on a hunt for extrasolar planets, outlines the means of detecting them, and examines the possibility of Earth-like worlds. These shows coincide with the
opening of a traveling exhibit called “Alien Earths” from the
Space Science Institute with underwriting from the National Science Foundation and NASA. The Museum is also hosted for its
members a mid-May trip to Arizona that combined bird watching and stargazing. The participants were expected to view a diversity of bird species under the guidance of CMNH naturalist
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staff members. Joe DeRocher led the astronomy portions of the trip, which included visits to Kitt Peak National Observatory and the Whipple Observatory on Mt. Hopkins. The tour of the Whipple Observatory
was conducted by its on-site volunteer, Bob Andress, formerly the director of the Warrensville High
School Planetarium in the Cleveland area. During the spring and summer, the Museum’s Astronomy Department ran weekly evening classes on telescope-mirror-making, the first since the late 1960s . As Gene
Zajac and Kelly Jons know from their own experience, making one’s own telescope mirror still brings a
genuine sense of accomplishment in fashioning the very instrument with which to view the night sky.
At the Shaker Heights Planetarium, Gene Zajac has been involved with out-of-dome experiences. He’s been
going to elementary schools for two different programs that are part of the training and promotion he did for STS 218, the
Teacher in Space Challenges. His first program was a PowerPoint presentation about teacher Barbara Morgan, the moon’s
environment and the needs of plants. Students were given a variety of materials and asked to design and build a habitat for
a moon base. Materials came from science labs, kitchen supplies, popsicle sticks, and anything else Gene could think of
that might be useful. The second road trip involved planting basil seeds from the Shuttle flight. Classrooms have used
clear two-liter bottles. Each little greenhouse contained seeds from Earth and seeds from the Shuttle. This activity was
preceded by a PowerPoint program in the buildings equipped to show it.
Gene and Joe Marencik were given another bus for their mobile space station and will transfer the labs into the
new bus in June and July. Their space camp is scheduled for the last week of July.
The Bowling Green State University Planetarium concluded its spring program schedule with short runs of
some of Dale Smith’s original productions, including Unworldly Weather (1994), Star-Spangled Banners (2003), and
Worlds in Your Wallet (2006). The BGSU calendar also offered a pair of performing arts events: a poetry reading by English instructor Cheryl Lachowski and a euphonium-piano concert featuring BGSU alum Jason Luthy. Both events included visual scenes to accompany the readings and music.

The WIMPS finally have their “I” back! At their spring meeting, hosted by
Dave Williams and his crew at St. Cloud State University, they had two
attendees from Iowa! The group had been thinking of changing their name
to MACHO, an acronym for “Minnesota and Cheese Heads Organization!”
Almost 40 people were in attendance and many journeyed to Baxter to see
Brian Wallace’s Digistar 3 SP2 facility at Forestville Middle School.
Jean Creighton, at the Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, reports that their dome was cleaned and
painted, and that a new East Coast Control System LED lighting system,
data projectors and a new sound system have been added to their theater. This enables their audiences to enjoy multimedia
experiences that complement the starry skies produced by the Spitz A3P projector. This spring, they presented Stars in the
Spring and during the summer Black Holes will be shown. Both shows are local productions.
Also in Milwaukee, Bob Bonadurer reports that the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum is showing Evans and Sutherland’s Seven Wonders as well as its own production of CSI: Cosmic-Looking for Life in
the Universe. It is currently working on a new show called Galileo that will showcase the power of today’s telescopes
from the eyes of the man who started it all.
As usual, Randy Olson and his dynamic students at the Allen F. Blocher Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point are busy with various projects. This summer, they are featuring Gods of the Solar System, the production of their very own Amy Wilder. Amy recently graduated and is moving to a planetarium job at the University of
Texas at Arlington. Congratulations Amy! Come back and visit us in GLPA. Their second show is the Minneapolis Planetarium’s Journey to the Stars.
Speaking of Minneapolis, we have a report from Sally Brummel of the Minnesota Planetarium Society regard-
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ing their ExploraDome. While waiting for a permanent facility to be built, they have taken their
dome on the road to locations around the state and the country. During the past year they have
shown the universe to 22,000 students and 10,000 other people. Their Eluminati projector uses
SCISS AB’s Uniview software to explore the universe from the subatomic level out to the edge
of the known universe, using real data in real time. Another exciting aspect of the Uniview software is the capability to do domecasting so that audiences in different parts of the world can see
and hear the same presentation.
This summer, the planetarium at Minnesota State University-Moorhead is being renovated, and Dave Weinrich
will be off installing stars in Ghana. A Mediaglobe planetarium donated by Jon Elvert at the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and refurbished by Joanne Young’s company, Audio Visual Imagineering, will be installed in West Africa’s first public planetarium. Eluminati and SCISS AB have donated a computer and the Uniview software to the Ghana project. It is hoped that there will be a live domecast during between Ghana and Chicago during IPS.
Dave will spend 4 ½ weeks training the local operators.
Larry Mascotti at Mayo High School in Rochester reports that he was presented with a $7,050 Qwest Teachers
and Technology grant, which he will use to install a digital evaluation system in the planetarium. It will include a clicker
feedback system and an interactive whiteboard. The data collected from that feedback will help visiting teachers guide
their students through the planetarium.

DON’T MISS OUT

GLPA List Serve

To be included in the autumn issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
July.

♦ Learn the latest conference information
♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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BULLETIN BOARD
GLPA 2008 Conference Announcement
We invite you to attend the 2008 GLPA Conference from October 29th –
November 1st in the Milwaukee area. Our host sites include four
uniquely different planetarium facilities. The Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum features a 74-foot dome with a
Sony SRX full-dome video system. The Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium at the Retzer Nature Center in Waukesha features a 40-foot dome, a
Spitz 512 projector, and an all-sky projection system. The Gary E.
Sampson Planetarium at Wauwatosa West High School includes a 30foot dome, a Spitz A-4 projector, and a three-screen video system. Dr.
Jean Creighton, who is the new director of the Olson Planetarium at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, is hosting a post-conference field
trip that will feature a presentation on “Greek Myths in Stars,” “Listening
for Black Holes,” a special presentation about the LIGO Project which
involves the search for gravity waves, and a tour of the supercomputer
facility at UWM’s physics department.
The conference hotel will be the beautiful Country Springs Conference Center with an adjacent
45,000-squre foot waterpark.
Guest speakers will be Dr. James Kaler with the “Astronomy Update,” Daniel Francetic presenting the annual Spitz Lecture, and Dr. Michelle Thaller, manager of the Spitzer Infrared
Telescope Education and Public Outreach Program, who will speak on “Seeing in the Infrared.”
Join us for this special four-site conference featuring posters, papers, workshops, portable presentations and a wonderful chance to network with planetarium colleagues.
Sincerely,
Bob Bonadurer, Daniel M. Soref Planetarium
Dave DeRemer, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium
Todd Dezeeuw & Gary Sampson, Gary E. Sampson Planetarium
Dr. Jean Creighton, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee's Manfred Olson Planetarium

Looking forward to seeing you in Milwaukee for GLPA 2008!
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VOLUME III, NUMBER 2
SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1968
(8 pages in length)
GLPA’s 8th newsletter and the first issue of 1968 (there was
no spring issue) contained the following articles and columns:
☼ The cover story by Ralph Ewers, Director of the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History Planetarium,
described their planetarium presentation of Stonehenge — Ancient Temple to the Sun, which was inspired by Gerald Hawkins’ 1965 book Stonehenge Decoded. Ewers went on to describe their 1/150
scale model of Stonehenge, constructed within the planetarium, which attempted to “place the planetarium visitor inside a reconstructed Stonehenge, after refreshing his memory about the seasonal risings
and settings of the sun, and show him how the great archways and trilithons could be used to keep track
of the sun and moon.”
☼ At the National Science Teachers’ Association Conference, held earlier that year in Washington, D.C.,
NSTA President Dr. Morris Shamos noted that “drastic measures are needed to achieve the goal of a
scientifically literate public.” He suggested that one possible measure to achieve this goal would be a
shifting of focus in elementary education from social studies to science, which would provide a new
way to “solve the inner city education problem” and transcend cultural barriers between children of all
backgrounds.
☼ The combined meeting of GLPA and MAPS will be held in Rochester, New York on October 24-26,
1968. The meeting will be hosted by Strasenburgh Planetarium Director Ian McLennan.
☼ A number of position openings were listed, including those at the Roger Chaffee Planetarium (Grand
Rapids, Michigan), The Museum of Science (Miami, Florida), Olivet College (Olivet, Michigan), Irvin
Public Schools (Irvin, Texas), Abrams Planetarium (East Lansing, Michigan), Western Kentucky University (Bowling Green, Kentucky), and Roswell Independent School District (Roswell, New Mexico).
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VOLUME XXIII, NUMBER 2 SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1988
(20 pages in length)

GLPA’s second issue of 1988 contained the following articles and columns:
☼ An early preview of the 1988 GLPA Conference in Bowling Green, Ohio was included in this issue. That
conference, which ran from October 19-22, 1986, would eventually feature presentations by Pluto discoverer Clyde Tombaugh and Dr. Mark Littmann.
☼ In anticipation of the September 22, 1988 close approach of Mars, GLPA Newsletter Editor Bart Benjamin
published a “Mars Event” form and encouraged planetarians to describe their upcoming Mars plans. Replies were subsequently published in the autumn issue.
☼ At the spring Executive Committee Meeting, GLPA approved corporate membership categories for the
first time. A Sustaining Member level was set at $50 and a Patron Member level was set at $200.
☼ Spring state meeting locations were announced in the State News section. They were Champaign (Illinois),
Evansville (Indiana), Kalamazoo (Michigan), Youngstown (Ohio), and Eau Claire (Wisconsin/Minnesota).
☼ The sudden death of David Sanford (Director of the Shaker Heights, Ohio planetarium) on May 19th was
announced. Tributes to David Sanford would subsequently appear in the next (i.e. autumn) newsletter.
☼ GLPA officers at the time were Steve Bishop (President), Dan Goins (President-Elect), Gary Tomlinson
(Past President), Sheldon Schafer (IPS Representative), and David Parker (Secretary-Treasurer).
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PLANETARIUM OUTREACHES
An ongoing column prepared by
Dave DeRemer, GLPA Education Chair, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin

“Student Projects in Your Planetarium”
Each year, we have one or two students from our local school system
create their own lobby display or planetarium program. The most recent
example was a student whose English Advanced Placement class required an outside community project. This student had been to the
planetarium before as a part of his science classes and had always liked
it. He asked if he could use the planetarium for this writing project and
the completed program would be shown to his classmates, family and
friends.
With guidance from myself and planetarium staff, he wrote a script, narrated his voice into the computer, mixed in the sound effects and music, then added his own hand-picked visuals from our slide bank and
public-domain video files. Once programmed, we practiced the show several times to work out the “bugs”. The
final show was presented to his appreciative classmates (they did get out of class that day) and he left with new
skills and talent in planetarium production techniques.
If you haven’t done so already, please consider using your theater’s production capabilities to allow students to create and present their own programs. As more students learn the ropes, they begin to help others. The
rewards from these “home-made” programs reach far beyond the bounds of your facility. They involve schools
and individuals in your community that will never forget the wonderful special experience they had at the
planetarium.
Please contribute and share your greatest “Outreach” ideas with the members of GLPA. You will find
my e-mail address on the back page of this newsletter. Happy Skywatching!

YOUR AD COULD APPEAR HERE!
For as little as $27.50 per issue, your quarter-page advertisement could appear
in each quarterly issue of the GLPA Newsletter, providing your colleagues and/or customers in the planetarium community with news of your latest products or services.
For more information about advertising rates and procedures, please visit
www.glpaweb.org/newsletter.htm or e-mail Newsletter Editor Bart Benjamin at
bbenjami@triton.edu.
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J O I N I . P. S .
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in
the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS
serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org
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GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Country Springs Hotel and Resort
Pewaukee, Wisconsin
April 19, 2008
Present: Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer, Todd DeZeeuw, John
Schroer, Geoff Holt, Deb Lawson, David Hurd, Chris Janssen, Gary Sampson, Dale Smith, Dave
Weinrich and Gary Tomlinson (via telephone link).
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Cheri Adams at 9:14 a.m. CDT. This
was followed by a short review of the meeting agenda.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held at Oglebay, in
Wheeling, West Virginia on October 24, 2007 had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and e-mailed
to each member. John moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded and carried.
Treasurer’s Report: David Hurd handed out the mid-year Financial Report. The Financial Report
was discussed and current allocations from separate fund accounts were included. It was reported
that GLPA is in good financial health. John moved that the Financial Report be approved. The motion
was seconded and carried. A copy of the mid-year report can be found in this issue of the GLPA
Newsletter. It was also reported that Todd DeZeeuw from the Gary Sampson Planetarium would be
taking over the gift shop responsibilities from Dan Goins.
President’s Report: Cheri reported on our need to continue seeking candidates for awards such as
the Galileo Award and others. The committee discussed members that would be eligible for these
awards. Motions were made for specific awards. Geoff moved for the acceptance of the Galileo Award
recipient and the motion was seconded and carried. Further discussion centered on deadlines for
awards.
The International Year of Astronomy (IYA) and GLPA’s role in this initiative was encouraged. A
subcommittee was formed with Cheri, David, Deb and Fran who will be formulating a statement with
regard to the IYA and GLPA's involvement. Geoff has agreed to put it on the GLPA website and link to
other IPS resources and what is being done by individual planetariums.
President Elect’s Report: John reported on the creation of a State Chair web page for each GLPA
member state that will be used for the posting of news, announcements, bulletins, etc. for use by the
state chairs.
John also proposed an initiative to heighten the status of the profession of being a planetarian.
To do so, the Executive Committee discussed the creation of a Professional Development and/or
Certification Program for GLPA members. The committee began to gather ideas on how to assist
GLPA members to acquire more credible training in planetarium skills and tests for professional
certification. This is analogous to the A+ or MCSE certification for Information with the hope that
museum and public facilities will better understand the background and expertise of employees
associated with planetariums. Initial data will be gathered with respect to social and economic
demographics of planetarium employees in our region to get a better handle of employees in our
region. Similar initiatives established by ASTC and NSTA will be used as a base model. Part of the
data gathering will also include what administrators need and expect in planetarium employees. Do
they really know what they need? How can we help them become more aware of what skills a
planetarian needs and/or brings to their facility? A task force consisting of John and other members of
GLPA will be formed and John will report through Cheri and they will report back on their progress at
the October Executive Committee meeting.
Past President’s Report: Bob Bonadurer reported about a Toyota Tapestry grant that Art Klinger
and Chuck Bueter received for the development of a program about light pollution entitled Let There
Be Night. A DVD developed by Chuck and Art will be made available to GLPA members for free and
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at cost for others. Chuck and Art have asked for support from GLPA in the amount of $5,000. The
committee has recommended that this project be one of GLPA's initiatives with respect to IYA and
that it be noted that the program was "presented by GLPA and Toyota," and that GLPA be "sole
distributer." Bob will serve as the contact to Chuck and Art for this project. Geoff moved that we do
fund the project under the aforementioned conditions in the amount of $5,000. Motion was seconded
and carried.
Bob also reported that many of the Minneapolis shows are now available in digital format.
Members should contact Dave Leake about acquiring these. Each program is about $20. Special
thanks to Ken Murphy for his work on this!
Development Report: Steve Mitch, who served as temporary Development Chair through the Triple
Conjunction reported that vendor support from the Triple Conjunction Conference was very good. A
new sponsorship level was recently added and is called the "Parallel Universe Level." This level was
approved by the executive boards from all three regions during the April 2007 spring meeting and
eight vendors contributed at this level during the Triple Conference! Steve also provided some words
of wisdom for conference hosts on how to accommodate vendors.
The Executive Committee and GLPA would like to welcome Fran Ratka as our new
Development Chair. Fran works at the planetarium at Euclid High School in Euclid, Ohio.
Conference Planning: With regard to the 2008 Conference, Gary Sampson reported that all the
pieces are coming together and we look forward to a wonderful time with four planetariums involved!
A written tentative agenda and hotel accommodation information were presented. It was noted that
the hotel accommodations include an indoor water park and tickets can be purchased at a reduced
rate. The dates of the annual conference are from October 29 through November 1, 2008.
Participants will enjoy the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum, Gary
Sampson Planetarium, Charles Horwitz Planetarium at the Retzer Nature Center and Manfred Olson
Planetarium at UW-Milwaukee.
Many prospective speakers were suggested for Spitz lecturer and a discussion followed as to
what the Spitz lecturer’s role should be. After discussion, the committee voted on whom to
recommend as the Spitz lecturer.
With regard to the 2009 Conference, Delta College at Bay City, Michigan will host the 2009
conference to be held October 21 through 24, 2009. For more information please visit
http://www.delta.edu/planet/. The conference hotel will be right across the street from the planetarium.
Room rates will start at $109/night.
Membership Report: Chris Janssen reported on the new method of keeping track of the
membership. This will help streamline bookkeeping for the Membership chair. The Executive
Committee would like to express our appreciation for Chris in handling the membership over the last
several years.
The Executive Committee and GLPA would like to welcome Deb Lawson as our new
membership chair. Deb will be serving in the capacity vacated by Chris. Deb works at the SpaceQuest
Planetarium at the Children's Museum in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Deb reported the following statistics with regards to membership.
Membership types and numbers:
Regular status = 132
Student status = 8
Senior status = 6
Honorary status = 26
Total membership for 2007-2008 = 172
Of the 172 member total, 85 are IPS members.
Vendor statistics:
Planet level = 1
Solar System level = 4
Galaxy level = 8
Universe level = 6
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Parallel Universe level = 8
Total Vendors of GLPA = 27
The Executive Committee also considered and nominated GLPA members for the honor of
"Fellow" of GLPA.
Education Report: Dave DeRemer reported that the NSTA Congress will be held in Indianapolis,
Indiana from July 17-19, 2008. GLPA will be sending at least one representative to this conference.
Dave also reported on getting two programs ready to provide to GLPA. One of them is about
cosmology with Gary Tomlinson, Dave DeRemer, Ron Kaitchuck and Todd Slisher working on it. The
other is called Cosmic Colors and is being developed by Dave DeRemer, Gary Sampson and Bob
Bonadurer. Cosmic Colors will be targeted at middle school level and will align to specific national
science standards. Another show that is being edited and updated called Solar System Adventure
Tour will be available this fall.
The Portable Planetarium group has been developed and will work under the division of
"education" within GLPA. Dayle Brown will assist Dave DeRemer with this. The addition of an article
in the newsletter will help enhance the visibility of the portables.
Instructional Materials Report: Geoff reported on the status of GLPA’s initiative called "Live from
the Planetarium: Effective Presentation Skills." The goal of this project is to produce a collection of
video and audio recordings that will help planetarians enhance their skills for facilitating a live
planetarium program. Development team members include Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer, Chris
Janssen, Ted Williams, Gary Sampson, and Geoff Holt. The title above is the current working title of
the project. The development team has outlined tasks that need to be accomplished, and purchased a
camera which will be available for loan soon. We hope to be able to start promoting this project
through the web site, Dome-L and the GLPA Listserv later this spring. Gary and Geoff requested an
initial budget of up to $500 for the camera ($220 already purchased), supplies, shipping of the
camera, and mileage. David Hurd moved that we give this development team permission to spend up
to $300 with regard to supplies, shipping of the camera, mileage and legal issues involved in getting
this program off the ground. Motion was seconded and carried.
Geoff and Bart next gave a demonstration of using Google Groups to enhance our abilities to
collaborate as an Executive Committee throughout the year.
Publication’s Report: The production of the quarterly GLPA Newsletter continues to run smoothly.
We currently have three advertisers with full-page annual contracts – Evans & Sutherland, AVI/Konica
Minolta Planetarium, and Seiler/Zeiss. We also have one advertiser with a half-page annual contract –
GeoGraphics Imaging & Consulting. In other newsletter news, Dave DeRemer continues to produce
a "Planetarium Outreaches" column and Bart continues to produce the "GLPA: 40 and 20 years ago"
column, which nicely complement our regular newsletter columns and features.
Producing the recent Conference Proceedings was much more challenging than normal
because it was a joint conference of three planetarium regionals. Despite these challenges, Dale
Smith produced an outstanding final product. As Dale reported, since this year's Proceedings included
papers from presenters of three regionals, we had a record number of papers (4 invited, 41
contributed, 16 posters, and 7 workshops) and a record number of pages (241), counting texts,
opening pages, and acknowledgements. GLPA continues to be alone among the affiliates in including
invited papers in its Proceedings. Even IPS does not do this. Despite its length, the Triple Conjunction
Conference Proceedings was completed in the normal time frame and mailed out about a week
before Christmas.
Dale mentioned that we must be diligent as conference hosts and Executive Committee
members to ensure that speakers (invited or otherwise) turn in written texts of their talks. That way,
GLPA can continue to provide the Proceedings – a service that has made us unique among
planetarium organizations. Dale also noted that PowerPoint files are not an adequate substitute for
text. He also emphasized the importance of getting mailing labels in a timely fashion for mailing out
Proceedings and newsletters. Our new system introduced by Chris J. should expedite how this
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information is garnered. It should be noted that digital versions of these newsletters are available for
download well before the official issue dates at each solstice and equinox.
The Executive Committee commended Bart on his 20 year anniversary of editing the GLPA
Newsletter.
IPS Report: Dave Weinrich first reported on the upcoming IPS conference in Chicago. Check out
ips2008.org for basic information and schedules. Dave reported that a record sponsorship,
accommodating hotel, exciting panels and a great line up of speakers will make this conference one
you don't want to miss. DomeFest will start right after IPS 2008 on July 3rd. It will be held at the
conference hotel and at the Adler. Check out the details on www.domefest.com.
In other IPS news, Dave reported on the International Year of Astronomy (IYA). IPS was
asked to be an "Organizational Affiliate" for the IYA 2009 but it was not cost effective. It was also
noted that the Education Committee Chair position is vacant. Former chair Brock Schroeder has
moved into the realm of administration. IPS President Susan Reynolds Button is looking for someone
to fill that position. Do you know of anyone who may be interested?
IPS President Susan Reynolds Button has seen the need for the good works of IPS and its
members to be more visible. Therefore, she has created the position of IPS public relations officer and
appointed Jacques Guarinos, Director of the Planetarium de Saint-Etiene, to fill it. If you have
something that you think the IPS should publicize, you may contact Jacques at guarinos@astronef.fr.
Also recently appointed were Karen Klamczynski as the new technology committee chair and Lars
Broman is the new awards committee chair.
With respect to portables, last fall Dayle Brown accepted the position of Portable Dome
Representative for the GLPA region. This was in response to a request from IPS President Susan
Reynolds Button that each region should have a person devoted to outreach to portable planetariums.
Some of the duties of that representative are:
a. Communicate news to the portables in our region via a newsletter, conferences, a listserv,
or whatever method they may prefer.
b. Communicate back to the Susan about portable activity in the regional affiliate.
c. Solicit articles, lesson plans, etc. for the IPS website and the Planetarian's Mobile News
Column or articles for the Planetarian.
d. Entice portable dome people to come to GLPA conferences, making sure that there are
workshops and papers of interest to them.
In other news, Dave reported on the establishment of the first public planetarium in Ghana,
West Africa. Jon Elvert’s planetarium, the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, Baton Rouge, LA
donated a used MediaGlobe projector. It was refurbished by Joanne Young’s company Audio Visual
Imagineering (AVI) in Orlando. SCISS is donating the Uniview software and license and the folks at
Elumanti are donating a host computer. The projector was shipped to Ghana in early March. It should
be arriving in Accra about now.
GLPA’s own Dave Weinrich will be going to Ghana on May 21st, and returning to Chicago a
couple of days before the IPS Council meets. The Executive Committee also wishes Dave well as he
will be running for IPS President-Elect. Congratulations Dave on this honor!
Dale reminds GLPA that the IPS Electronic Archives (containing all past IPS publicationsPlanetarian, Directories, Proceedings, & Special Publications - from 1970-2006) are available to
members and nonmembers. Contact Dale Smith for more information.
Old Business: None
New Business: David Hurd reported on the development and production of a tactile solar system
chart with digital talking text that was funded by NASA and will be distributed free of charge. A
workshop this fall will provide GLPA members with a hands-on experience for effectively using this
tool in the classroom.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 4:57 p.m. CDT.
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Autumnal Equinox Greetings,
What a wonderful time of the year autumn is with the return of cool, crisp evenings and (hopefully) clear skies to
match. The planets Mercury, Venus, and Mars are all
clustered in the west, disappearing shortly after evening
Cheri Adams
twilight. While they are difficult to view, Jupiter appears
in the south and lingers in the sky until midnight. With
Pegasus now visible in the east, I think of Dr. Jim Kaler’s
comment in The StarGazer and how he remembers the Great Square of Pegasus pointing down to Jupiter when
he was a young boy.
Although Pegasus and Jupiter are a distance apart, his memory causes me to pause and remember my
first contact with GLPA in the fall of 1994. The first GLPA conference I attended was hosted by Steve Mitch at
Oglebay in Wheeling, West Virginia and the first person I met at the evening reception was the GLPA President
at the time, David Batch. I felt genuinely welcomed. Throughout the conference I continued to meet many others I now feel fortunate to consider as colleagues and many as good friends. I learned of the resources available
through the GLPA slide and script banks, NASA and countless other sources. I found everyone to be a wealth
of information and support and continue to feel that way today.
I am looking forward to our fall conference and hope many of you will be able to join us in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area. The lovely conference lodging was the site for our GLPA spring Executive Committee
meeting. It will be wonderful to see the three host facilities (four if you can attend the post-conference trip).
Thank you to those of you that have volunteered to lead one of the very diverse 12 workshops available for
members to attend. In addition to the myriad of workshops, papers and posters, we can look forward to Dr.
Kaler’s annual “Astronomy Update,” Dan Francetic’s Armand Spitz lecture and Dr. Michelle Thaller of the
Spitzer Infrared Telescope Project’s presentation. Bob Bonadurer, Jean Creighton, Dave DeRemer, Todd
DeZeeuw and Gary Sampson are ready to show us the Milwaukee area around and under their domes. I hope to
see you there.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Happy Autumnal Equinox!
Beginning on October 29th, the greater Milwaukee area
EDITOR’S
will serve as host to the 44th annual conference of the
MESSAGE
Great Lakes Planetarium Association. Milwaukee is not
only known for the Miller Brewing Company, SummerBart Benjamin
fest, “Billy” Mitchell (who is often regarded as the father
of the U.S. Air Force), nearly a dozen fine museums, and
the Milwaukee Brewers, Bucks, and Bonecrushers (no
joke!), but it’s also home to three of the four largest planetariums in Wisconsin! Each of our conference host
facilities — the Daniel Soref Planetarium, the Charles Horwitz Planetarium, the Gary Sampson Planetarium,
and the Manfred Olson Planetarium — will play a key role in the upcoming conference and should provide
members with a wonderful set of learning experiences. I hope to see you there!
This issue of the GLPA Newsletter contains some last minute information from our fall conference hosts
(see page 11), as well as an IPS Update by GLPA’s IPS Representative Dave Weinrich (also starting on page
11). Also continuing (on page 16) is my latest “GLPA 40-20” column, which looks back at GLPA’s history
through the pages of its longstanding newsletter.
Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2008. Please
submit your facility report to your State Chairperson by late-October.
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S TAT E N E W S
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College in
Champaign will present their live
Fall Prairie Skies program this
fall in addition to a return engagement of The Stargazer, the Chaffee Planetarium’s Solar System
Safari, and a limited run of their
Doors light show. Santa’s Secret
Star and Rites of the Season return
in November in time for the holidays. They will also begin their
“World of Science” Lecture series
with talks on stem cells, wind energy, and the Milky Way,
the latter to be given by GLPA’s own Jim Kaler. The
planetarium will once gain offer their five-week “Backyard
Astronomy” public workshop in late September. To assist
with their fundraising efforts for a full-dome system, the
Parkland Foundation acquired sponsors to buy a Saturn
“Sky” two-door convertible that will be raffled off at the
college’s annual gala, scheduled the week before GLPA.
With any luck you’ll see Dave at the conference in a red,
two-door sports car!
This September, the Lakeview Museum Planetarium will be presenting Amazing Astronomers of Antiquity
from the Burke Baker Planetarium, a free Fall Skies show,
and Black Holes from the Clark Planetarium. In October,
they add a show based entirely on their Uniview software,
and Dawn of the Space Age from Mirage 3D. In November,
laser light shows from AVI will return, and their Saturday
morning Basic Astronomy Series will include all new presentations using their Uniview software and the Sony Xbox
game controller, allowing selected audience members to
“fly” the planetarium to operator-selected destinations.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton
College in River Grove welcomed back former astronaut
Story Musgrave as its “Big Event” speaker in late-August.
Story’s presentation, titled “EarthLight: the Beauty of our
World Seen From Space,” combined stunning orbital photographs with music and commentary from this veteran
astronaut of six space shuttle missions. This autumn, the
Cernan Center will present their own The Moon: From
Imagination to Exploration, Monthly Skywatch, and Dinosaurs in Space, along with The StarGazer, two laser shows,
and five mini shows.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead, Minnesota 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu
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Plans for a new immersive theater at the Evansville Museum were unveiled in May. Established in
1952, the Koch Planetarium at the Evansville Museum is Indiana’s oldest star theater. The medium-sized, full-dome video theater with a mechanical-optical star projector has a scheduled opening in 2011. Mitch Luman, Director of the Koch Science Center and Planetarium, promises more
details in an issue of the newsletter after ground breaking in July of 2009. The planetarium traveled
its NSF funded “Outreach to Space” exhibit to fairs and festivals this summer. During year two of
this three-year astronomy project, over 10,000 people at rural venues in Indiana saw the exhibit.
The outreach project includes twelve interactive exhibits that explore astronomy and space travel.
B.J. Harper, retired Director of Northrop High School Planetarium and “freelance” astronomy educator, recently returned from Flagstaff, Arizona. While in Flagstaff, B.J. toured NPOI,
the optical interferometer operated at the top of Lowell Observatory’s Anderson Mesa in conjunction with the Naval Observatory. The primary mission of the NPOI is to construct the world’s best
map of the heavens by carefully searching and cataloguing the binary and variable stars in deep space, many never seen or
catalogued before. B.J. also spent time at Lowell Observatory and the USGS and wandered the pueblo ruins of Wupatki
(near Flagstaff), and the Homolovi (near Winslow). These are some of the oldest archeoastronomy sites of ancient Native
Americans. In September, B.J. will be in the U.K. pursuing her archeoastronomy muse at sites in Ireland, Wales, England,
and Scotland.
From Indiana’s own planetarium vendor, Bowen Technovation, comes news of two new staff members — Tyler
Gill and Paul Drenth. In August, Paul worked with Jeff Bowen and Dan Ritchie to put finishing touches on audio, video
and lighting in the new 75-foot dome theater in the Dubai Mall, while Tyler was working with Mark Trotter on the University of North Texas’ lighting and sound system upgrades in Denton, Texas. You can read more about these new staff
members by visiting www.bowentechnovation.com/people.
The SpaceQuest Planetarium in Indianapolis experienced one of the heaviest summer attendance totals in years.
It was thought that having Far, Far Away: the Worlds of Star Wars was a large part of that phenomenon. In the month of
July, the show by itself brought in 14,000 visitors! Its final day was Sunday August 17th, after having been leased for a
period of one year. Now the staff is gearing up once again for field trips and school students.

Greetings from Michigan! A few notes before the updates begin. A few months ago,
Michigan-GLPA members attended a special meeting that was designed to be less formal than the standard spring meeting. At that meeting, one of the points of discussion
was the lack of a cohesive astronomy web-presence that brought together museums,
planetaria, local astronomy clubs, etc. From those early discussions, a website has been
born. Please check out www.astromichigan.org. Although the site is still in its infancy,
it’s hoped that it will quickly become a repository for planetarium information, local
clubs, IYA 2009 information, as well as serve as an educational resource for teachers.
If you have questions or comments, send them to webmaster@astromichigan.org or use
the online form on the site.
Fall offerings at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium will be Sky
Legends of the Three Fires, an in-house production featuring three Native American
stories about the night sky; Constellations Tonight, which is a live constellation show
adapted from the Lawrence Hall of Science PASS series; and the Hansen Planetarium show Galaxies, narrated and based
on the book by Timothy Ferris. The planetarium will celebrate its 50th anniversary at the end of May, 2009. Originally
opened as the Kalamazoo Public Museum planetarium on May 29, 1959, it was later renamed the Hans Baldauf Planetarium after a local amateur astronomer who was prominent in raising funding and supporting programming during the
planetarium’s early years. In 1996, the planetarium was moved to a new location and renamed the Universe Theater &
Planetarium. The Universe Theater title was later removed.
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The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids, Michigan has kept busy this summer
with a solid schedule of shows, plus their usual assortment of astronomy-themed summer camps. In
addition, the staff of the Chaffee has been working hard to forge new connections with local educators
to help make the planetarium an increasingly valuable asset to local schools during the upcoming
school year. The staff has also been hard at work preparing A Night in the Woods, a cross-curricular
astronomy/ecology themed show aimed at early elementary students, set to launch just after the start of
the school year. The exhibit staff of its parent institution, the Public Museum of Grand Rapids have also
been busy improving the planetarium’s lobby displays, including a localized, up-to-date powers-of-ten display on the
scale of the universe, and a meaningful tributary exhibit to Apollo I astronaut Roger B. Chaffee, presenting artifacts from
his childhood, adult life, and various honors granted after his death in the 1967 Apollo capsule fire.
The staff of the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium in Detroit has had a busy summer, with lots of summer campers
receiving guided tours of the Digistar II night sky or learning how to think critically in their Bad Astronomy show.
Showkits for traditional planetaria will be shipping out in September. In order to present the crispest video possible for
Bad Astronomy as well as other shows, a new SkySkan PowerPoint Presenter system was installed. This system permits
the use of High Definition video through their Barco 909 video projector and is also used to display IAU’s International
Year of Astronomy trailer in high definition format at the end of their Starlit Summer Nights show, a live presentation of
the evening sky. Their new young family show, Clark Planetarium’s The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket, opened on September 20th . This intermediate version features the Skywalker Ranch 5.1 Surround Sound soundtrack, with lots of flat
screen video in place of many of the slides from the original version.
The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills debuted Invaders of Mars! by Evans &
Sutherland shortly after Phoenix made its successful landing on the Red Planet. Cranbrook astronomers have also been
busy with astronomy summer camps, weekly observing sessions in their soon-to-be-renovated observatory and plan to
install a new teaching device co-designed by Head of Astronomy Michael Narlock and a team of engineers at General Dynamics. The folks at Cranbrook are also hard at work investigating new and interesting full-dome animation techniques
that will hopefully grace a dome near you soon!
Finishing off the summer was the “12th Astronomy at the Beach” at Kensington Metropark, an annual astronomy
event for the public organized by the Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs and sponsored by the Detroit Science
Center’s Dassault Systèmes Planetarium and the Cranbrook Institute of Science’s Planetarium. Over 5,000 people annually enjoy views through dozens of telescopes, hands-on activities, night sky shows in the DSC’s Starlab, live tours of the
evening sky, and presentations by local amateur astronomers, concluding in the keynote talk, presented this year by Dr.
Mary Putman of the University of Michigan on radio astronomy.

GLPA List Serve
DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information

To be included in the winter issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
October.

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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Jim Gavio writes that the Erie Planetarium (Erie, Pennsylvania) hosted many of the local
astronomy clubs, meteorite collectors, and Space Station experts and ran planetarium shows
for Astronomy Day in May. Summer shows at Erie included The Sky Above Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood for children and SEPA’s show The Planets for all ages. Besides tending to regular day care and
summer camp groups, Erie also ran their second annual
“Potterpalooza” summer camp at the museum/
planetarium. Jim will also be bringing NASA’s
“Journey to Tomorrow” tractor-trailer travelling exhibit
to Erie for “Celebrate Erie.” He’s happy to bring some
exciting, hands-on science to the city’s largest local
festival. Thousands of people will see the exhibit as well as learn about the planetarium.
Roy Kaelin reports that the Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History aired a pair of
shows this summer — Summer Nights, Distant Lights and the complementary children’s show What’s Up in the Sky?
These sky shows display a summertime sampling of near-sky and deep-sky favorites that await skywatchers on clear evenings. Sky shows at Shafran for September and October will be Our Solar System: Beyond Belief and the children’s show
Earth and Worlds Beyond. Both shows are tied in content to the debut of the upcoming traveling exhibit “Beyond: Visions
of Planetary Landscapes” from the Smithsonian Institution. The exhibition features 35 large-scale prints ranging from 3
feet to 5 feet in width. The otherworldly images from 40 years of space missions tour the Solar System and have been
digitally processed by artist Michael Benson to create seamless photographs depicting the natural beauty and reality of
space. The exhibit debuted at CMNH on August 9th and will be on display through October 5th. The fall line-up for
courses at CMNH includes “Stargazing in Autumn Skies,” which offers a seasonal look at the night sky, and “Rock
Around the Solar System,” which examines asteroids, meteorites, terrestrial planets, and moons. These follow a summer
class on amateur telescope-making.
Mike Stanley, former director of COSI’s McFerson Planetarium in Columbus, sends greetings to all his former
fellow planetarians and hopes everyone is doing well and having fun sharing their knowledge of the skies. COSI’s Planetarium remains closed, but Mike still enjoys showing the sky and makes his living as a musician, doing musical programs
for seniors and other all over Central Ohio.
Dr. Ann Bragg has moved from Bowling Green State University, where she was an Instructor in the Physics and
Astronomy Department, to Marietta College, where she now directs the new Anderson-Hancock Planetarium, which is
due to open later this year. BGSU Planetarium director Dr. Dale Smith enjoyed seeing the Perseid meteor shower under
the clear dark skies of East Africa while on safari in Tanzania in early August. Two new instructors have joined the team
of astronomers at BGSU who teach their classes in the planetarium.

GLPA BULLETIN BOARD (continued from page 13)
ship at the end of October 2008.
A narrating Galileo avatar and a visitor to his prison home will review Galileo’s discoveries, introduce outdoor
lighting issues, and show how the public can participate in global star counts. In the Penn-Harris-Madison school district,
thousands of students are expected to contribute their observations of Orion in March 2009 to “Globe at Night,” an IYA
Cornerstone Project. The DVD is divided into individual chapters that the planetarium director can intertwine with live
segments. It contains other stand-alone resources, such as videos, a PowerPoint presentation, Stellarium scripts, and
SEPA’s Saving the Night program. Details are emerging at www.LetThereBeNight.com. Please schedule your dark sky
programming early in 2009 so groups and communities can join the March star count.
(GLPA BULLETIN BOARD continued on the next page)
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The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point’s Allen F. Blocher Planetarium is showing their local production Gods of the Solar System. Later in
the fall, the Loch Ness production Hubble Vision 2 will be featured. Ending the year, two presentations are being shown — Loch Ness’ Season of
Light and the Minneapolis Planetarium’s Winter Wonders.
Moving on to Milwaukee, the site of this year’s GLPA conference,
there is news from two of the host planetariums. The Manfred Olson
Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee will be the setting
for a student performance with an astronomy-drama twist. The Director,
Dr. Jean Creighton, and Dr. Robin Mello in the Theatre Department are
designing a storytelling course which will emphasize astronomy myths as well as narratives about how we explore the
cosmos. In December, the planetarium will present Winter Constellations.
The Titanic is docking in Milwaukee’s Daniel M. Soref Planetarium where the Houston’s Burke Baker Planetarium production Night of the Titanic will fill the planetarium sky. In October, Spooky Skies will return once again with
some new art and animations.
Moving on to the North Star State of Minnesota, Dave Williams and his staff at St. Cloud State University
hosted a well attended 2008 WIMPS meeting. In attendance were over 35 people from Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and
North Dakota, in addition to representatives from GOTO, Spitz and Ash Enterprises. St. Cloud State is preparing two new
shows for the coming year: The Life of a Star and The Milky Way.
At Mayo High School in Rochester, a public open house showcasing the recent renovation revolution was
planned for September 20th. This year’s third grade students will be involved in a 2 1/2 hour study of the Moon, Earth,
and Mars using the planetarium, the new “Magic Planet” digital video globe, and a student “clicker” response system. The
planetarium staff is looking forward to participating in the nascent Uniview software users group. Mayo High School will
host the 2009 spring WIMPS regional gathering.
Joel Halvorson and Sally Brummel of the Minnesota Planetarium Society shared examples of their programming at IPS in Chicago. Sally’s contribution was a workshop inside the Elumenati GeoDome, a twin of their ExploraDome. She demonstrated programs that she developed, refined, and presented to over 16,000 Minnesota students in the
inaugural 2007-08 school year. Joel monitored sessions featuring live remote presentations inside Adler’s Space Theater
on climate science and the James Webb Space Telescope using the domecasting capabilities of the Uniview software. This
allowed the scientists to present to the IPS community without taking too much time out of their busy schedules for travel.
Both also participated in a panel discussion on planetariums as immersive learning labs.
As the summer renovations at the Minnesota State University Moorhead Planetarium draw to a close, Dave
Weinrich is back from Africa and the successful installation of a Mediaglobe star projector in Ghana’s first public planetarium. Moorhead’s fall program is the Minneapolis Planetarium production of Amazing Stargazing followed by Strasenburgh Planetarium’s Star of Bethlehem in December.

GLPA BULLETIN BOARD (continued from previous page)

TOYOTA TO OFFER TAPESTRY GRANTS FOR SCIENCE TEACHERS
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. and NSTA are pleased to announce the 19th annual Toyota TAPESTRY Grants
for Science Teachers program. This year Toyota will award $550,000 in grants to K-12 teachers of science. A total of 50
large grants of up to $10,000 each, along with 20-30 mini-grants of up to $2,500 each will be awarded. Categories include
environmental science, integrating literacy, and science and physical science. Toyota has awarded 986 grants totaling over
$8 million in this premier nationwide grant program.
For more information and to begin the application process online, please visit www.nsta.org/pd/tapestry. The
online applications are now available! The deadline for submission of online entries is January 21, 2009.
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BULLETIN BOARD
THE GLPA 2008 CONFERENCE: FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer, Todd Dezeeuw & Gary Sampson
GLPA 2008 Conference Registrations must be postmarked by Friday, September 26th to avoid a late fee.
Hotel rooms must be reserved by September 28th. After that date, rooms will be provided on a space available basis
at prevailing rates.
Check the GLPA website www.glpaweb.org/conference.htm for further updates.
We look forward to seeing you in October!

REPORT ON THE NATIONAL CONGRESS ON SCIENCE EDUCATION
Gary Sampson
On July 16-19, Bart Benjamin and I represented GLPA as delegates at the National Congress on Science Education in Indianapolis, Indiana. The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) sponsors the Science Congress and
GLPA was invited to participate because we are an associated group of the NSTA.
On the first day of the Congress, we participated in focus groups according to our interests. Bart was a member of
the 21st Century Skills group and I was part of the Research group. The focus groups worked the entire day to draft resolutions pertinent to science education. Later in the day, our draft resolutions were presented to the entire Congress for
evaluation and feedback. The 21st Century Skills groups drafted four resolutions including one authored by Bart. His
resolution proposed strategies to assist the validation of science in popular media by informal and formal science educators. His group felt that, with the current knowledge explosion, there are too many sources of pseudo-science and not
enough sources of valid science that are readily known to the general public. Our Research group proposed five resolutions, including one that would facilitate partnering between science researchers and educators.
On the second day, the Congress voted as a whole on a total of 30 resolutions as drafted by six different focus
groups. Twenty-eight of the 30 resolutions passed and will be acted upon by the NSTA board or individual state and affiliated groups. Bart’s resolution to validate science information passed unanimously!
Bart and I also participated in several workshops during the Congress and attended a special evening session at
the Indianapolis Children’s Museum. The workshops included such topics as budgeting, strategic planning, marketing
your organization, and financial responsibilities of nonprofit organizations such as GLPA. Overall, the three-day Congress
proved to be inspiring, useful, and a helpful mechanism for organizations such as GLPA to have a national voice.

I.P.S. UPDATE
Dave Weinrich
weinrich@mnstate.edu
Over 600 delegates from 43 countries gathered at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago from June 27-July 2 for IPS
2008 Explore the Edge. From the opening reception at the Adler to the concluding IPS Conference banquet and cruise on
beautiful Lake Michigan, it was a jam packed six days filled with incredible vendor demonstrations and wonderful paper
and panel sessions presented by our planetarium colleagues. And we must not forget the countless opportunities to greet
old friends and make new ones. IPS President Susan Reynolds Button, in her welcome statement, wrote that the conference was designed to celebrate our talents and creativity, inform us about the latest scientific research and technologies,
and empower us to define what actions must be taken to insure that planetariums thrive in the future.
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President Susan Button led the Council through two days of IPS business prior to the official start of the conference. Minutes for the Council meeting will be published in The Planetarian. This was Susan’s last Council meeting over
which she will preside. Thank you, Susan for your capable leadership. She will continue to serve as Past-President for two
more years after President-Elect Tom Mason takes the reins in January.
One of the major items of Council business at each meeting is planning for future conferences. Be sure to mark
June 26-30, 2010 on your calendars for the 20th IPS conference. It will be the first IPS conference on the continent of Africa and will meet at the fabulous Bibliotheca Alexandrina Planetarium in Alexandria, Egypt. There are three bids for
2012. The selection of the 2012 site will be made at next summer’s Council meeting so please let me, your IPS representative, know your preference. Alphabetically the sites are Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Saint-Etienne, France and San Francisco,
California. Registration costs for each site are estimated to be about $400. Further details on each of the proposed sites
will be in a future article in The Planetarian.
The awards presented to our fellow planetarians recognizing exceptional service to the profession are another
highlight of each conference. Criteria for each award are stated in the IPS by-laws, which are available on the IPS website.
The first place award in the IPS/Eugenides Scriptwriting Competition was awarded to Margie Walter from South Africa,
for her script Michael Lion. Second place was presented to the Czech Republic’s Jiri Holusa. This year IPS Fellow awards
were given to Agnes Acker (France), Suzanne Gurton (Astronomical Society of the Pacific), Aase Roland Jacobsen
(Denmark), Lars Petersen (Denmark) and Ray Worthy (United Kingdom). The IPS Technology and Innovation Award
was presented to Steve Savage (Sky-Skan) and the IPS Service Award was conferred upon Shawn Laatsch (IPS Treasurer/
Membership Chair).
Since this is an even numbered year, it is time for IPS elections. Standing for the office of President-Elect are
Mark Rigby (Brisbane, Australia) and Dave Weinrich (Moorhead, Minnesota). IPS Secretary Lee Ann Hennig and Treasurer/Membership Chair Shawn Laatsch are standing for re-election unopposed. Candidate statements and ballots will be
made available electronically to current IPS members in September. Please make sure that Shawn has your correct e-mail
address. If you do not receive the election materials by early October, please contact IPS Elections Committee Chair Steve
Mitch.
IPS President Susan Button wants to encourage members to write articles for The Planetarian. It is a means of
sharing our creative work with the planetarium community worldwide. There is so much that we can learn from each
other. She also reminds regional affiliates to include information of interest to portable planetarium directors in each of
their newsletters and at regional conferences. If you have information or news regarding portables that you would like to
share, please forward it to Dayle Brown at dayledavid@sbcglobal.net.
Treasurer/Membership Chair Shawn Laatsch reported that IPS is in solid financial shape with a mid-2008 balance
of $104,663.50. Membership prior to the conference stood at 660. Normally there are a number of additional members
added at the conference site. Shawn reported that in 2007, GLPA provided about one-half of the donations to the Spitz
Education and Star Partners funds. These funds have made a difference to planetarians in developing countries and students in Sweden’s Dalarna University Science Communication program.
Other Council business included an announcement that two special publications are being released in the near future. Singing planetarian Jon Bell is releasing another edition of the IPS Songbook. Having heard a preview of some of
the songs at this year’s SEPA conference, I assure you that they are as entertaining as always. The Science Communication Master Theses from the previously mentioned students of Dalarna University, a program directed for many years by
International News columnist Lars Broman, are the second special publication. Both will be released on CDs and bundled
in an upcoming issue of The Planetarian.
The IPS History Committee, chaired by John Hare, is always looking for printed and visual materials and other
items of historical significance to IPS. If you have materials you would like to contribute, please contact John. Jack
Northrup (Omaha) is the new chair of the education committee. You may contact him at jlnorthrup@fbx.com. The IPS
Outreach committee has compiled an extensive listing of resources regarding the International Year of Astronomy. Look
at the bottom of the IPS homepage for a link to that information.
I would welcome any questions or comments regarding any of the items I have discussed in this report or any
other IPS issues. I look forward to visiting with many of you in Milwaukee.
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GLPA NOW OFFERS SEVEN DIGITAL PLANETARIUM SHOW KITS
Thanks to Bob Bonadurer and the hard work of Dave Leake, Ken Murphy and his student help, GLPA is now able
to offer digital versions of seven planetarium shows originally produced by the Minneapolis Planetarium. These programs
can be ordered using a credit card or a PayPal account by visiting the GLPA online store at www.glpaweb.org/zencart5/.
All programs are $25 for members of GLPA and 10% more (i.e. $27.50) for nonmembers. Please note that the original
video segments listed in the show scripts were from sources like Sky-Skan and are not included with the shows. Purchasers will need to enhance these sections with their own video segments or extra slides. For more information, please contact GLPA’s Audio-Visual Resources Manager Dave Leake at dleake@parkland.edu.
1.
Amazing Stargazing
Grades 1 to 4
Learn all the sky watching basics with the fun characters from Radio Aahs. Meets Aahsie and the gang as they happily
explain causes for day and night, Moon phases, and the difference between comets and meteors. 32 minutes. 174 scanned
slides (some clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.
2.
Hercules & Other Superhero Stars
Grades 1 to 4
What better way to learn about the rainbow of stars than from the stars in the sky? Watch Hercules and other constellations come alive to show how stars work, the difference between red and blue stars and all the spectacular stellar features
up above. 30 minutes. 167 scanned slides (some clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.
3.
Once in a Blue Moon
Grades 1 to 4
Why does the Moon seem to follow you? Why can you see it in the daytime? What causes the different shapes of the
Moon? And of course, what’s a Blue Moon? Find the answer to all these lunar questions in this great show. 35 minutes.
288 scanned slides (some clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.
4.
3, 2, 1 ... Blast Off!
Grades 1-4
Explore the Solar System with two young kids as they go on an adventure of a lifetime. See all the planets in our
neighborhood and get a look at our star – the Sun – up close in this delightful show. 35 minutes. 277 scanned slides (some
clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.
5.
Space Dreams
Grades 5 and up
Staring into the seemingly endless universe has always raised the biggest questions – What’s out there? How do we get
there? 36 minutes. 288 scanned slides (some clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.
6.
Winter Wonders
Grades 1 and up
Join two curious kids as they explore the mystery of the Star of Bethlehem and the Winter Solstice. Hear cultural stories
for the Sun’s triumphant return from China, Africa, Polynesia and many more stops from around the globe. 40 minutes.
173 scanned slides (some clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.
7.
Magical Millennium Tour (also known as Time Bandits)
Grades 3 and up
What is time? Why is the day 24 hours? Why is a year 365.25 days long? Why does time go only one way – forward? Experience time like you never have before in this wild ride through the universe. 37 minutes. 213 scanned slides (some
clean-up may be required), soundtrack (WAV), script.

PHM PLANETARIUM TO OFFER LET THERE BE NIGHT
Looking to embrace the International Year of Astronomy in your 2009 programs? Art Klinger and Chuck Bueter
are producing Let There Be Night, a planetarium program and a DVD of resources that support dark skies. The Great
Lakes Planetarium Association will distribute copies to each of the U.S. regional planetarium associations and to the International Planetarium Society, who in turn will give a free disk to their respective members. The program is expected to
(continued on page 8)
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VOLUME III, NUMBER 3 AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1968
(6 pages in length)

GLPA’s second issue of 1968 contained the following articles
and columns:
☼ The cover story by VonDel Chamberlain, titled “Fire in the Sky,” described the Network for Analysis of
Fireball Trajectories (NAFT), which was then headquartered in the Abrams Planetarium. The article also
described several recent and prolific meteor events, including the “Grand Rapids Fireball” on August 27,
1968, which was observed by thousands in the Great Lakes region. Lasting for 3-5 seconds, this fireball
was described as a “brilliant bluish or greenish white light with a yellow to orange glow at the end.” A
“slightly smoky trail” lasted after the meteor’s passage, and sonic booms were heard in regions under its
trajectory.
☼ Details were provided of the upcoming joint conference of GLPA and MAPS, which was held in Rochester, New York in late October, 1968. The second annual Spitz Lecturer was Dr. Harry Crull from the
State University of New York at Albany. Other speakers included Bart Bok speaking on “Milky Way
Research,” Patrick Moore speaking on “Astronomical History in the Planetarium,” and Bishop Fulton
Sheen, whose presentation was titled “The Subject of Communication.”
☼ GLPA’s Resources and Publications Committee announced that a new GLPA publication, to be named
The Projector, has been born. This new official publication of GLPA will contain papers from past conferences, as well as invited contributions. Bob Elliot will serve as Editor.
☼ Noting that “music is a very important part of any dramatic planetarium demonstration,” MAPS member
Jack Goss prepared a list of classical music selections that would work well in the planetarium.
☼ Several position opening were listed in this issue and, in some cases, wages were mentioned. One fulltime position offered an annual salary of $6,526 with “fine fringe benefits.” Another offered a salary of
$500 per month (i.e. $6,000 annually) with “excellent fringe benefits.” A final listing, which included
curriculum development responsibilities in addition to planetarium work, offered a salary range beginning at $8,950 for those candidates holding a master’s degree.
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VOLUME XXIII, NUMBER 3
AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1988
(16 pages in length)

GLPA’s third issue of 1988 contained the following articles
and columns:
☼ The upcoming GLPA Conference in Bowling Green, Ohio, was briefly described. Members were reminded
that this conference would feature Pluto discoverer Clyde Tombaugh and Dr. Mark Littman presenting the
Spitz Lecture on the discovery of Neptune. GLPA President Steve Bishop praised the efforts of Dale Smith
and Randy Olson to secure Tombaugh’s visit.
☼ Mars’ close approach to Earth in 1988 was featured in the humorous cover drawing (by Triton College’s
Sam Tolia) and in an accompanying article that summarized some of the ways that planetariums in our region were planning to offer Mars to their patrons.
☼ A four page tribute was given to Ohio planetarian David Sanford, who died suddenly in May of 1988. Fond
memories and tributes were provided by Jeanne Bishop, Jim Comienski, Bob and Lois Andress, Jon Marshall, and Bill Kobel. David had been the Planetarium Director at Shaker Heights School District.
☼ Sheldon Schafer and Dave Linton wrote summary articles about the recent IPS Conference in Richmond,
Virginia. As one person noted, “video seems to be the hottest new topic. Four years ago, there was one paper; this year ten.” It was noted that IPS now had 420 individual members, 38 library members, 7 complimentary members, 1 honorary member, and 53 institutional members. The next two conferences will be held
in Borlange, Sweden (1990) and Salt Lake City (1992).
☼ A constitutional amendment was printed in the newsletter for ratification by the members at the fall conference. This amendment changes the wording of our constitution to reflect that fact that GLPA is a 501(c)(6)
organization instead of a 501(c)(3) organization as currently stated.
☼ In Wisconsin State News, it was reported that Gary Sampson led 33 of his students to China this past summer. Elsewhere in the newsletter, Gary and Jeanne Bishop were congratulated for having their article titled
“Astronomy in our Schools” appear in the September, 1988 issue of Astronomy magazine.
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2007-08:

Parallel Universe Sponsors ($4,000+)
Evans & Sutherland
Global Immersion
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss
Sky-Skan, Inc.

www.es.com/
www.globalimmersion.com/
www.seilerinst.com/
www.skyskan.com/

Universe Sponsors ($2,500 - $3,999)
Ash Enterprises International, Inc.
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.
Oglebay Foundation

www.ash-enterprises.com/
www.astro-tec.com/
konicaminolta.com/kmpl/
www.oglebayfoundation.org/

Galaxy Sponsors ($1,500 - $2,499)
Adventure Science Center/Sudekum Planetarium

Audio Visual Imagineering
East Coast Control Systems
GOTO, Inc.
Loch Ness Productions
Mirage 3D
Spitz, Inc.

www.sudekumplanetarium.com/
www.av-imagineering.com/
www.eastcoastcontrol.com/
www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html
www.lochnessproductions.com/
mirage3d.nl/
www.spitzinc.com/

Solar System Sponsors ($650 - $1,499)
Detroit Science Center
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.
E-Planetarium
GeoGraphics Imaging and Consulting
Learning Technologies, Inc.

www.sciencedetroit.org/
www.digitaliseducation.com/
www.e-planetarium.com/
www.geographicsimaging.com/
www.starlab.com/

Planet Sponsors ($350 - $649)
Space Telescope Science Institute

www.stsci.edu/

JOIN I.P.S.
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of
this prestigious organization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a
member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and
the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch
IPS Treasurer
Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii
600 Imiloa Place
Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A.,
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2008.
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THE 2008 GLPA CONFERENCE:

FOUR FINE FACILITIES & FELLOWSHIP
All photographs were taken by Dan Goins.

More pictures can be found on pages 18 - 20.

What a great time of the year! Okay, so it’s cold and
maybe snowing but many of us are still energized by the
PRESIDENT’S phenomenal conference we were able to attend in the Milwaukee area in October. Thanks once again to Bob
MESSAGE
Bonadurer, Jean Creighton, Dave DeRemer, Todd
DeZeeuw and Gary Sampson, their spouses and assistants
Cheri Adams
for hosting such a wonderful event. It was great to see
your planetariums. Thank you to our vendors for your
generous support. Thanks also to all the other contributions made by those that prepared talks, workshops, posters and all the efforts behind the scenes. I found Dan
Francetic’s Armand Spitz lecture to be very inspiring, Michelle Thaller’s Saturday morning talk very invigorating and Dr. Jim Kaler’s final Astronomy Update educational, humorous and very special. Since I have returned
from the conference, just before a new group enters the quiet planetarium I sometimes think I can hear Dan
whisper, “It’s magic” and I agree. I have always thought “Wow! How lucky am I that I get to do this”? It’s fun
to realize others feel the same way.
I hope you all have wonderful holidays, that you have opportunities to spend time with family and
friends and that your domes are filled with visitors that experience a little of your magic and want to know a lot
more about what’s up there. Happy New Year!

I, too, would like to begin my remarks by praising all of my
fine colleagues in greater Milwaukee who hosted an informative, inspiring, and wonderful conference. You all made
EDITOR’S
it look easy, but we certainly realize that it wasn’t.
MESSAGE
The winter solstice issue of the GLPA Newsletter is
traditionally the issue that celebrates the ideas, technology,
Bart Benjamin
and fellowship that define a GLPA conference. Thanks to
conference photographer Dan Goins, I can share a few of
his many photographs on the cover and on pages 18 - 20 of
this newsletter. As in previous years, his full collection of photographs will be included on the Proceedings CD
that will be mailed to members shortly after the start of 2009.
One of the most enjoyable aspects of creating this publication is reading the newsletters of 20 years ago
and 40 years ago (Thanks, Dale!) to prepare my “40-20” column. For someone of my age, this process serves as
a vivid reminder of how many technological changes I have so far witnessed in my career. Exactly twenty years
ago, the GLPA Newsletter reached just such a technology milestone in its history. At the same time that the winter solstice issue of 1988 reflected upon the wonderful conference in Bowling Green, Ohio, it also announced
that “through the magic of desktop publishing, a new look has come to the GLPA Newsletter.”
As you will read in my “40-20” column in this issue (which begins on page 14), I chose to mark this anniversary with a brief techno-history of the GLPA Newsletter, from its origins in 1966 to the present day. For
those members who are too young to remember those years, my column describes a pre-Internet era, when typewriters, scissors and glue were the publishing technology of the day. For those of you who do remember some
or all of those years, I hope you enjoy this look back.
Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2009. Please
submit your facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. I wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a
grand start to the International Year of Astronomy!
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S TAT E N E W S
Storm damage from Hurricane Ike
was felt as far north as Peoria,
Illinois in September. Ten inches
of rain fell in one evening and the
excess water found its way into
Lakeview Museum Planetarium’s control room and drained
through their new Zeiss Powerdome equipment rack. After being
closed for six weeks for repairs,
the planetarium resumed public
shows in November. In December, the planetarium presented
Dawn of the Space Age, Amazing Astronomers of Antiquity,
Timespace, and Our Universe - The Uniview Experience
using SCISS’s new Uniview software. In addition, the staff
will be field testing Strange Planets from the Lawrence
Hall of Science. In January, Two Small Pieces of Glass and
Bad Astronomy will join the schedule.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College in Champaign continues to raise funds for a
full-dome system. The planetarium benefitted from a
$100,000 check from a retired Parkland employee plus proceeds from the raffle of a Saturn Sky roadster (which Dave
didn’t win). The staff is looking to convert in the early
summer of 2010. Until then, they will continue with their
always-comical slide projectors. To begin 2009, they will
be showing SEPA’s The Planets, along with their own live
Prairie Skies show and an updated In My Backyard from
Calgary Science Center. They will also continue their
“World of Science” lecture series on the first Friday of the
month. A schedule of speakers can be found on their web
site. The planetarium will partner with their local astronomical society to plan a park tour in late spring for the
IYA. Their goal is to schedule telescope observing sessions
in all of the major parks in the two-city area. Boy Scout
Astronomy Merit Badge and Girl Scout Sky Search Badge
workshops are schedule for April and May.
The Strickler Planetarium underwent major interior renovations over the spring 2008 semester, including
new seats, dome cleaning and repainting, and the installation of an Evans and Sutherland Digstar 3 SP2HD projection system in conjunction with a Bowen audio and covelight system. The planetarium reopened in July and has
been featuring Dawn of the Space Age, Wonders of the
Universe, and Secret of the Cardboard Rocket in monthly

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead, Minnesota 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu
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public shows. The planetarium continues to be utilized by the campus and area educators and hosts the
monthly meetings of the Kankakee Area Stargazers, a local astronomy club. Highlights so far this year have
included a record number of attendees for their annual Haunted Planetarium show, the premiere of a Spanish
version of Secret of the Cardboard Rocket to the local Hispanic community, and utilization of the multimedia
capabilities of the new projector by university courses across disciplines — in particular art, creative writing,
and education courses. They have also gone online with a new website: strickler.olivet.edu.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton College in River Grove presented its holiday programs Celebrations of Winter and the Winter Wonderlight laser show through the calendar year. In 2009, the Cernan Center will expand its public show schedule. Public show titles will change twelve times per year (i.e. once per month) instead
of the current seven schedule changes per year. These changes will allow more of their planetarium show offerings to be
screened in a given year and, it is hoped, more frequent return visits by patrons. In January, the Cernan Center will premiere the GLPA/Minneapolis Planetarium production of Once in a Blue Moon as its children’s show and Endless Photons, a 60-minute laser concert that features a variety of light rock and pop music favorites. The Cernan Center will also
screen three different C-360 films in January that have not been shown to the public in years.

Indiana welcomes two new members to GLPA. Martha Goings is director of the planetarium at
Huntington North High School. Luann Watson teaches High School sciences at Wayne High
School in Fort Wayne. She reports that since returning from the GLPA conference, she has been
given the keys to the planetarium and given funding to order some resources from GLPA. Luann’s
previous planetarium experience was as the Schouweiler Planetarium’s first planetarium educator in
2001-2003.
The staff at the Koch Planetarium in Evansville were unable to attend the recent GLPA
Conference in Milwaukee due to the installation of a major science exhibition at their museum during the last two weeks of October. Mitch Luman and Gena Garrett send their greetings and promise
to be in attendance at the meeting next year, where they will present a paper describing plans for
their new immersive theater set to open in 2011. The current planetarium — Indiana’s historic first
planetarium — will remain in operation for the next 18 months while the new facility is under construction. Ground breaking is set for next May.
Bill Huston, director of the Jefferson High School Planetarium in Lafayette, Indiana, reports the planetarium
received a two-year grant from the Alcoa Foundation towards LED cove lighting and a Warped Media projection system.
Bill is actively seeking matching funds from other donors to add to this grant to complete the project.
The Allen Memorial Planetarium in Terre Haute, Indiana will present Firstlight’s Holiday Wonderland laser
light show in December. The winter star program will take place in January. Holly Hudson is the director of the planetarium.
Art Klinger and Chuck Bueter hosted the world premiere of Let There Be Night on November 9th. Community
leaders, educators, astronomy organizers, and families watched excerpts of the video content, enjoyed a brief talk about
the Orion star field, and experienced the glare, light trespass, and sky glow from a small light source under the dome of
the PHM Planetarium in Mishawaka, Indiana. The event celebrated the release of what was originally intended to be a
single DVD of resources, but has expanded to a two-DVD set of materials that support dark sky advocates. GLPA members should receive a copy of the discs in the mail with their 2008 Conference Proceedings. While both discs open to a
menu when placed in a DVD player, you are reminded to open Disc #2 on your computer to access folders with lesson
plans, songs, teacher packets, a PowerPoint presentation, and more. GLPA will eventually sell at cost the two-DVD set
through its online store. Meanwhile, Bueter and Klinger are finishing the second round of 14 school visits and 2 professional development sessions as they prepare the school district’s entire K-8 teaching staff for the Globe at Night star count
in March of 2009. As part of the scientific method, the school district is asking, “How much of the night sky have we already lost?” Bueter and Klinger will guide teams of students to show the loss of night with a large 3-D model made of
LEGO® blocks. Details are emerging at www.LetThereBeNight.com. Art Klinger is the director of the PHM Planetarium.
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After installing a digital projection system just prior to hosting the 2006 GLPA Conference, the Merrillville Community Planetarium, Merrillville, Indiana, has been busy converting traditional shows to digital format. Out of more than 50 shows, about two-thirds have been converted. One of the recently converted
shows, All Systems Go! was shown as the fall public program to commemorate NASA’s 50th anniversary
during the month of October. Greg Williams is the Director.
Chris Highlen (Technician) and Alan Pareis (Director) of the Edwin Clark Schouweiler Memorial
Planetarium, University of Saint Francis, Fort Wayne have been spending any “spare planetarium time” tending to the
implementation details for the planetarium’s new CRT-video projection system. The upgrade was made possible as the
planetarium’s share of a recent DOE grant to the University. Hardware purchases will begin in December and sometime in
January, Bowen Technovation will install the system and integrate it with the planetarium’s AstroFx Commander automation system. Director Pareis also reports the death of the Schouweiler Planetarium’s first Director, Bob Stoeckly. Bob was
largely responsible for the then Saint Francis College’s decision to build the planetarium, which opened in the early
1970’s. Bob was Director for 14 years, and after retirement from the planetarium, Bob briefly took the reins of the planetarium between Directors. On one occasion, he flew back from his winter home in Arizona until the search for a new Director was successful. He continued to assist with show production until 2000. Bob was 95 at the time of death; his threedecade planetarium career followed his first retirement from International Harvester.

The skies are turning cloudy and the snow has begun to fall. That’s life in Michigan,
where planetarians are feverishly hard at work.
Beginning January 3rd, Longway Planetarium in Flint will be showing the
SEPA-produced program The Planets and Fernbank’s Space Chase. Rock laser shows
return for January and March, and public star parties are scheduled for April 4th, May
2nd and May 30th. Girl Scout and Cub Scout programs continue and 2009 will see the
return of the ever popular “How to Use the New Telescope You Got for Christmas and
Can’t Even Find the Moon” Workshops.
Southfield’s Vollbrecht Planetarium just completed its 8-show series for fall
of 2008. Attendance remains dismal. There is no advertising and no annual budget
from either the school district or their administrators (Parks and Recreation). Although
P&R does publish a catalog twice a year, it isn’t what you would call “coffee table
fare.” They rely on word-of-mouth advertising. On a brighter note, the planetarium
enjoys repeat business from private groups. At least once a year, the staff can honestly say “we are going to the dogs” as
they host handlers and their wards from Leader Dogs for the Blind. Imagine giving a star show with 12 snoring dogs!
Now that’s a tough audience! The staff looks forward to a better year for the winter and spring 2009 series.
The fiftieth anniversary of the Kalamazoo planetarium is approaching. The first public program was offered in the
Kalamazoo Public Museum Planetarium on May 29, 1959. The planetarium was equipped with a Spitz A2 projector
which operated until 1968, when it was upgraded to a Spitz A4 projector. (Current Director Eric Schreur was taking a
high school astronomy class at the time and when they came in for their final exam, the sky was much different.) In December 1995, the planetarium closed to relocate at the new Kalamazoo Valley Museum, three blocks north of its original
location. The new facility was equipped with a Digistar II projector and Sky-Skan audio-visual system under Spice control. In the summer of 2009, the planetarium will be upgrading its projection system. From January through March, the
Kalamazoo Valley Museum planetarium will be showing Calgary Science Center’s In My Backyard, their in-house production titled Orion Nights, and Loch Ness Productions’ Hubble Vision.
In Battle Creek, Kingman Museum’s newly renovated planetarium opened to the public for shows on November
28th. In early October, the museum had a Digistar 3 SP2 HD system and new Bowen sound system installed. Their first
public show was Mystery of the Christmas Star. In addition to Mystery of the Christmas Star, they currently have 12 other
full-dome shows available. They gave the public a preview of their system on October 25th during their “Spooky Science”
event. They had 955 people at the museum for the event; 569 of them watched the scripted string of show trailers they
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created. The VIP opening for the planetarium was held November 6th and 181 people attended, with
136 watching a modified version of their string of trailers that included a scripted star talk. People who
attended both events were pleased to see the star talk and felt it was a complement to the show. Museum staff will be collecting surveys during the first couple months of operation to seek public input on
their new planetarium room, show selection, and show times. In addition, they are offering free teacher
shows once a month for five months. The first groups of teachers saw the show Seven Wonders and
were amazed at the difference between their D3 versus D1 shows. Part of the funding for the renovation
purchased a display case for the planetarium, and the Kalamazoo Air Zoo loaned them artifacts from the Apollo and Skylab missions for the display. They are currently practicing scripts and commands and learning to get comfortable with all
of the new options for star talks. Kingman will host the Michigan state meeting on April 18th.
The Cranbrook Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills will debut an in-house entertainment show Christmas Lights!
and E&S’ Mystery of the Christmas Star on November 28th Beginning January 9th, they will debut Kaluoka’hina: The
Enchanted Reef by Softmachine.de and Ice Worlds by E&S.
That’s all from ice-covered Michigan!

First up this time is news from the planetarium of President Adams. Not John, nor John
Quincy (who was a strong supporter of astronomy), but our own Cheri Adams, who reports
that two years ago, the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery in Dayton traded their weekly Friday and Saturday laser show evenings for a once a month Third Friday Evening of Astronomy, Lasers, and Observing. Although the observatory continues to open every clear Friday
evening, visitors have the opportunity to participate in an interactive astronomy program and
planetarium show with a different theme on the third Friday of each month. December’s
theme is “Pluto and the New Horizon space probe.” January’s theme is a kickoff for “IYA
2009 and Galileo’s discovery of the moons of Jupiter.” Visitors are invited to bring in telescopes to learn how to operate them. February’s theme is “Galileo’s birthday, his discoveries,
and general solar system information.”
In the Cleveland area, Gene Zajac reports that the Shaker Heights Planetarium continues to enjoy a full schedule. The newest program addition involves Ohio Graduation Tests, which trigger a need for review of Earth and space
science questions. The planetarium can do the review in an interesting light. Eight hundred students will see two new programs. The first program is based on plate tectonics. Students get reacquainted with the terminology. Examples of the
Earth’s resurfacing are demonstrated through satellite pictures, surface photography, and video. Next, the planets and
moons are examined thanks to telescopes and satellites. Gene points out features indicating the existence of tectonics, volcanism, weathering, and cratering. The second program starts with a Great Horrendous Space Kablooey from Calvin and
Hobbs. Atoms are created from the quark soup. The program follows hydrogen atoms into the first stars and galaxies and
continues into stellar evolution, the H-R diagram, fusion, and other characteristics of stars.
Roy Kaelin reports that the Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History is currently presenting its own public sky shows Ice Worlds and its children’s complement Let It Snow. Both shows explore the bright
rings of Saturn, the cold moons of Jupiter, the polar ice caps and soil of Mars, the make-up of comets, and the abundance
of ices throughout the Solar System. A brand new show, Star Babies, has also debuted for the younger crowd. Toddlers
under age of four and their parents can have fun with the Sun, marvel at the Moon, and make friends with the stars on Saturday afternoons. The Shafran Planetarium is gearing up for the International Year of Astronomy, with activities planned
for every month of the year, including special sky shows for schools and the public, outdoor star parties, a telescopemaking class, and new courses. One new course includes “Beyond the Wandering Stars,” which highlights the known
planets of 1609 and the progress made during the past 400 years of science and space exploration. The Museum also has
launched its annual lecture series “Frontiers of Astronomy,” which features well-known scientists of international repute
presenting scientific topics of timely interest to the astronomical community. These lectures are free to the public. A list-
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ing of this year’s lectures can be found at
www.cmnh.org/site/AtTheMuseum/PlanetariumandObservatory/AstronomyLectures.aspx.
The fall show at the Bowling Green State University Planetarium was Loch Ness’s The Cowboy
Astronomer. December features the 19th annual run of the BGSU original production Secret of the Star,
including the first-ever presentations on Christmas Eve.

There’s a lot happening at planetariums in Wisconsin and Minnesota. We
begin at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and the Allen F.
Blocher Planetarium, where Randy Olson reports they will show Loch
Ness’ Sky Quest in February and March. Detroit Science Center’s Bad Astronomy will follow in April and May.
We move south to the four planetariums that hosted our 2008
GLPA conference in Milwaukee. Dave DeRemer writes that the Charles
Horwitz Planetarium presented AVI’s SkyLase laser shows during the
first week in November, and showed The Extraterrestrial Files throughout
the remainder of the month. In December, they featured the Bishop Planetarium (Florida) production, The Star of Wonder.
Todd DeZeeuw at the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium is also excited about laser shows. During mid-November,
he used a SkyLase system rented from AVI to run four shows per night for four nights, as a fund raiser for future upgrades
in the planetarium.
The Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee had several sold out Northern
Lights shows in September and October. For the rest of the fall, audiences learned about the royal constellations of autumn. In mid-December, Jean Creighton reports that storytelling students from the Theater Department at the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee are going to be telling about the myths in a dramatic way in the planetarium.
Bob Bonadurer of the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum wants us to know that his
planetarium is running E & S’s Mystery of the Christmas Star and the Burke Baker Planetarium’s Night of the Titanic. A
locally produced, two-minute, full-dome film titled My Milwaukee runs at the start of all planetarium shows.
The Minnesota Planetarium Society is happy to announce that the Hennepin County Board of Commissioners
voted to sponsor the creation of the new Minnesota Planetarium and Space Discovery Center atop the Minneapolis Central
Library. They have $22 million in bonding authority committed by the state, so now the hard work begins — the launch of
the $18.5 million private campaign. Sally Brummel reports “our hopes are to open in late 2012 or early 2013.”
From the Forestview Planetarium in Brainerd, Minnesota, Brian Wallace and Tim Peabody report that after just
three short years, the planetarium program has been cut due to a levy failure in the school district. They appreciate the
offers of help from fellow GLPA members and hope to re-design the use of the facility so that multiple grade levels are
included instead of just one grade level getting the majority of the time. They are optimistic that the next update will bring
good news from Brainerd!
The St. Cloud State University’s Planetarium and Dave Williams have been busy with shows and the university’s solar system classes. Old shows are being modified and new ones are being developed to fully utilize their Spitz EMedia and GOTO Chronos systems. The premiere of their IYA 2009 show will be at the end of February.
The Minnesota State University’s Moorhead Planetarium has reopened after extensive remodeling this past summer. Dave Weinrich reports good attendance at the fall showing of Minneapolis Planetarium’s Amazing Stargazing. December bring the annual traditional showing of Strasenburgh’s Star of Bethlehem. Next year’s schedule will include six
special events to commemorate the IYA including “100 hours of Astronomy” and the “Great World Wide Star Count.”
Larry Mascotti at Rochester’s Mayo High School Planetarium invites everyone to the 2009 WIMPS meeting on
May 1-2. He wants to show off his new equipment and his planetarium . . . “the place where students connect awe with
‘aha.’ ” In 2007, the Rochester district became the first school-based planetarium in the world to install the digital scaling
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software, Uniview. The sixty-seat astronomical learning center’s projection system is complemented with an installation of a three foot diameter “Magic Planet” digital video globe, a
“SMART Board,” and sixty hand-held student feedback response “clickers.”

J O I N I . P. S .
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in
the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS
serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org

GLPA List Serve
DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information

To be included in the spring issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
January.

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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BULLETIN BOARD
SPRING STATE MEETINGS
As this issue of the GLPA Newsletter went to press, most of the state meetings for the spring of 2009
have been announced, as follows:
Illinois
May 16, 2009
Strickler Planetarium
Bourbonnais (near Kankakee)
Contact: Stephen Case scase@olivet.edu

Ohio
April 18, 2009
Ward Beecher Planetarium
Youngstown
Contact: Pat Durrell prdurrell@ysu.edu

Indiana
Plans not yet finalized

Wisconsin/Minnesota
May 1-2, 2009
Mayo High School Planetarium
Rochester, Minnesota
Larry Mascotti lamascotti@rochester.k12.mn.us

Michigan
April 18, 2009
Kingman Museum Planetarium
Battle Creek
Contact: Sarah Kelly skelly@kingmanmuseum.org

For more complete and updated information, please visit GLPA’s State Organizations page at
www.glpaweb.org/states.htm.

GLPA AWARDS
At the recent GLPA Conference in greater Milwaukee, GLPA presented the following awards:
Galileo Award — Gary Sampson and April Whitt
Honorary Life Membership — (none presented this year)
Fellow — Ken Miller and Ken Murphy
Congratulations to all! If you would like to nominate someone for Fellow or Honorary Life Member, please
download the appropriate form from GLPA’s “Other” webpage at www.glpaweb.org/other.htm. All nominations should be submitted to GLPA Membership Chairman John Potts by mid-March so that they can be discussed at the spring Executive Committee Meeting on April 25, 2009.
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The world’s leading digital planetarium has been completely
redesigned. We’ve added a wealth of new features and have
engineered an open-architecture allowing you to do more than
you imagined. More power. More flexibility. More fun...

Welcome to a Universe of Possibilities

www.es.com

digistar4@es.com

VOLUME III, NUMBER 4
WINTER SOLSTICE, 1968
(6 pages in length)
GLPA’s final issue of 1968 contained the following articles and
columns:
☼ The cover story provided full details about GLPA’s first joint meeting with the Middle Atlantic Planetarium Society (MAPS), which was held at the Strasenburgh Planetarium in Rochester, New York.
Nearly 200 people attended, including some from SWAP and PPA. Dr. Harry Crull, a professor of astronomy at SUNY-Albany, delivered the second annual Armand Spitz lecture, titled “35 Years of Planetariums.” The conference also featured talks by Dr. Isaac Asimov, Dr. Bart Bok, Patrick Moore, and
NASA’s Dr. James Bernardo. (Ed. Wow! What an assemblage of talent!)
☼ Preliminary information for the 1969 GLPA Conference was provided. The conference will be held on
October 9 and 10, 1969. The News Note further announced that “the inimitable Maxine Haarstick will
be the host for the gathering, which will headquarter at the Planetarium of the Minneapolis Public Library.”
☼ Another News Note announced that additional copies of The Projector (GLPA’s “official publication”)
were available for sale. The announcement went on to explain that this publication “provides 57 pages
of really enlightening material for all planetarium educators.”
☼ Job openings were announced in Jackson, Michigan, the Territory of Guam, and Fort Worth, Texas. The
Texas job opening was for the position of Astronomy Department Director at the Fort Worth Museum of
Science and History, with a starting salary given as $7,500.
☼ Continuing his multi-issue newsletter article on selecting music for “dramatic planetarium demonstrations,” MAPS member Jack Goss prepared another list of classical music selections that he recommended for the planetarium.
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VOLUME XXIII, NUMBER 4
WINTER SOLSTICE, 1988
(20 pages in length)

GLPA’s final issue of 1988 contained the following articles and columns:
☼ With cover photographs of Clyde Tombaugh and Dr. Mark Littmann, this issue of the GLPA Newsletter
summarized the 1988 GLPA Conference in Bowling Green, Ohio.
☼ GLPA President Steve Bishop reflected upon the recent conference in Bowling Green: “Dr. Tombaugh’s
warm personality and sharp wit, the fascinating live music and drama presentations, Sheldon, Bob and
Jeanne all working with a real school group, the sense of being part of a thriving community — these are
just some of the vivid memories of the conference that I know I’ll carry with me for a long time.”
☼ The State Chairs in late 1988 were Bart Benjamin (Illinois), Joanna Gordon (Indiana), Garry Beckstrom
(Michigan), Dale Smith (Ohio) and Dave DeRemer (Wisconsin/Minnesota). GLPA Officers were Steve
Bishop (President), Dan Goins (President-Elect), Gary Tomlinson (Past President), David Parker (Secretary/
Treasurer), and Sheldon Schafer (IPS Representative). Committee Chairs were Jerry Mansfield
(Instructional Materials), Gary Sampson (Printed Materials), Bart Benjamin (Publications), Gregg and Barb
Williams (Conference Planning), G. Robert Thomson (Membership), Rod Thompson (Education), and
David Hoffman (Proceedings Editor).
☼ The Winter 1988 issue of the GLPA Newsletter was historic, as it was the first issue produced in part using
desktop publishing software [on an Apple II computer!] Although only six of that issue’s twenty pages were
created by that process, that number would steadily increase in the years that followed until nearly all pages
were created this way. For those of you too young to remember the pre-digital age, I have written a brief
evolution of the GLPA Newsletter on the next page.
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GLPA Newsletter
EVOLUTION
1966 TO DATE
The Typewriter Era: The GLPA Newsletter was hand-typed with manual or electric typewriters onto sheets of
papyrus (actually, just regular typing paper
). Except for perhaps a GLPA logo on the cover, there weren’t
any photographs or diagrams. Dave DeBruyn served as Editor of the GLPA Newsletter for its first eight years.
The Scissors and Glue Era: Starting around 1974, GLPA advanced to a two person process, whereby one person (the Editor) would compile and/or write the news stories, gather any illustrations, and then send these by
U.S. Postal Service (along with written instructions) to a second person. This second “typing and printing” person was Nancy Franklin from Elgin, Illinois, who would re-type and format each page of the newsletter, photoreduce and combine columns to conserve pages, and create a “master copy” of the newsletter. She and Elgin
Planetarium Director Don Tuttle would then photocopy, collate, stamp, and mail the newsletter to members.
Photographs and diagrams increasingly found their way into the pages of the newsletter, and the average number of pages grew accordingly. Dave Hoffman, Carl Wenning, James L. Brown, Jeanne Bishop and Bart Benjamin served as GLPA Editor during this 14-year span of the GLPA Newsletter’s history.
The Desktop Publishing Era: Beginning with the winter issue of 1988, the GLPA Newsletter was produced
using some type of desktop publishing software, simplifying the page layout process and allowing the production process to revert to one person’s responsibility. The second person no longer played a role in producing the
“master copy” of the newsletter, but they were still needed to print and mail the finished newsletters. Covers
became more artistic and photographs and diagrams became commonplace, although all of these images were
low-resolution, black & white renderings. When Nancy Franklin retired in 1990, subsequent issues of the GLPA
Newsletter were mailed (via overnight mail) to Bowling Green State University, where Dale Smith oversaw its
printing and mailing.
Today’s Digital Era: Since the spring issue of 2004, the GLPA Newsletter has been produced in digital (PDF)
format. Color pages — which were previously impractical because of the high cost of color printing — became
a viable option with the advent of the digital newsletter. As a result, elements of the newsletter were gradually
transformed into full-color versions. Today, no newsletter pages are printed onto paper except for those that are
specifically printed and mailed to members who request such copies. Using Microsoft Publisher and Adobe Acrobat software, Editor Bart Benjamin produces a PDF version of the GLPA Newsletter (in full color) and then emails the finished product to Dale Smith (who, in turn, prints and mails the printed copies) and Geoff Holt (who
uploads the digital PDF file to the Newsletter Page of the GLPA website).
16

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES OF . . .

New GLPA Fellows Ken Miller and Ken Murphy.

GLPA’s Galileo Award presented to Gary Sampson.

All photographs were taken by Dan Goins.
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. . . THE 2008 GLPA CONFERENCE

GLPA’s Galileo Award presented to April Whitt.

Spitz Lecturer Dan Francetic.

Dr. Kaler presented his final
Astronomy Update.

All photographs were taken by Dan Goins.
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All photographs were taken by Dan Goins.
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2008-09:

Parallel Universe Sponsors ($4,000+)
Evans & Sutherland
Sky-Skan, Inc.

www.es.com/ &

Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com/
www.skyskan.com/

Universe Sponsors ($1,500 - $3,999)
Ash Enterprises International, Inc.
The Elumenati
Digitalis Educational Solutions, Inc.
Bowen Technovation
Zeiss/Seiler Instrument
Mirage 3D

www.ash-enterprises.com/
www.elumenati.com/
www.digitaliseducation.com
bowentechnovation.com/planetarium

www.zeiss.de/planetariums
www.mirage3d.nl

Galaxy Sponsors ($750 - $1,499)
Dome 3D
Space Telescope Science Institute
Global Immersion
GOTO, Inc.

www.dome3d.com
hubblesource.stsci.edu
www.globalimmersion.com/
goto.co.jp/english/index.html

Solar System Sponsors ($500 - $749)
Audio Visual Imagineering
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.
East Coast Control Systems
Loch Ness Productions
Detroit Science Center
SCISS—Uniview
Clark Planetarium
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.

www.av-imagineering.com/
konicaminolta.com/kmpl/
www.eastcoastcontrol.com/
www.lochnessproductions.com/
www.sciencedetroit.org/
www.sciss.se
clarkplanetarium.org
www.astro-tec.com/

GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Country Springs Hotel and Resort
Pewaukee, Wisconsin
October 29, 2008
Present: Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer, Gary Sampson, John Schroer,
Geoff Holt, David Hurd, Dale Smith, Dave Weinrich and Gary Tomlinson, John Potts, Fran Ratka.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Cheri Adams at 8:35 a.m. CDT. This was
followed by a short review of the meeting agenda.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held at Country Springs
Hotel and Resort in Pewaukee, Wisconsin on April 19, 2008 had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter
and e-mailed to each member. John moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded
and carried.

Treasurer’s Report: David Hurd handed out the Financial Report for 2007-2008. The Financial
Report was discussed and current allocations from separate fund accounts were included. It was
reported that GLPA is in good financial health. The current balance is $32,372.14 as of September 30,
2008. Fran moved that the Financial Report be approved. The motion was seconded and carried. A copy
of the end of fiscal year Financial Report can be found in this issue of the GLPA Newsletter.
Cheri and Gary Tomlinson will be writing a synopsis of our insurance policy to be put in the
handbook.
President’s Report: Cheri expressed our deepest heartfelt sorrow for the loss of a great friend,
colleague and planetarian Rick Pirko. He will indeed be missed by our “family.”
Dr. Kaler informed us that he will no longer be bringing GLPA his yearly “Astronomy Update.” We
discussed how much we will miss Dr. Kaler and his Astronomy Updates. Dr. Kaler, you are always
welcome into our “dome!” Cheri was authorized to give a donation to a charity in Dr. and Mrs. Kaler’s
name through a motion by Gary T. The motion was seconded and carried.
With respect to the International Year of Astronomy (IYA) and GLPA’s role, the Executive
Committee decided to gather information about programs by state and linked to our website. The state
chairs will be requested to gather this information and send links to Geoff that are IYA and planetarium
specific. The Executive Committee is also looking into purchasing Galileo IYA scopes for GLPA
conference delegates and they would be distributed free of charge at the Fall 2009 conference to
attendees only. Scopes will have the GLPA logo printed on them. Multiple scopes may be available for
purchase. Cheri will be researching the feasibility of this and will report back as soon as possible.

President Elect’s Report: John discussed his efforts into professional development and certification
program. The objectives are to provide concrete evidence of skills and knowledge base for planetarians
in an attempt to help raise salaries and benefits for planetarians. John’s contacts with administrators
have provided him with verbal support from the administrators, but confirmation that certification may not
lead to increased salary and/or benefits. John will continue to research what has and is being done by
other institutions that have similar programs such as NSTA and ASTC.
John also proposed options for informing other planetarians about GLPA and IPS. Too many
planetarians are not aware of GLPA and they need to have personal invitations to state meetings and
annual meetings. Cheri will draft a letter with regard to GLPA and GLPA membership benefits that will be
mailed to all known non-members in each state. This letter will also include (to the extent possible) a list
of state meeting locations and dates. John Potts and Dale will work together to get the mailing out. After
the mailing, the state chairs are encouraged to delegate contacts to make as many follow-up contacts as
possible.
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Past President’s Report: Bob Bonadurer reported that the show Let There Be Night will be available
soon for GLPA members. The show is designed to go along with IYA and will credit GLPA and GLPA will
be sole distributor for the show.
IPS Report: Dave Weinrich reported on the following issues with regard to IPS:
¾ GLPA is proud to be a regular donator to the Armand Spitz and Star Partner funds. IPS recently
awarded a donation from the Spitz Education fund. Dave mentioned that GLPA is recognized
regularly for our contributions. The Star Partner fund supplies memberships for people or
organizations that may not have the funds available for membership. Gary T. moved that we
change the amount given to Star Partner fund from $300.00 to $200.00 and amount given to
Spitz fund from $200.00 to $300.00. Motion was seconded and carried. Fran moved that we give
$300.00 to Spitz fund and $200.00 to Star Partner fund. Motion carried with one dissension.
¾ IYA 09 links are now on the IPS website.
¾ Viable Planetaria of the Future Survey can be found at http://ips2008.org/
¾ Proposed 2012 Conference Sites
a) Baton Rouge, LA: Irene W. Pennington Planetarium, Host: Jon Elvert
b) Saint-Etienne, France: Planetarium de Saint-Etienne, Host: Jacques Guarinos
c) San Francisco, CA: Alexander F. Morrison Planetarium, Host: Ryan Wyatt
¾ 2009 IPS Council meeting will be in Toulouse, France, July 4-5
Dale reported Jon Bell is releasing another edition of the IPS Songbook and Science
Communication Master, which are to be released on CDs and bundled in an upcoming issue of the
Planetarian. These from the above mentioned students of Dalarna University, a program directed for
many years by International New columnist Lars Broman.
IPS has prepared a statement with regard to recent comments made by politicians about
equipment in the planetarium that were misleading. GLPA will link to this site for an undetermined length
of time.

Membership Report: John Potts solicited ways to streamline the membership application and
conference registration protocol. Membership applications will be tied to conference registration so that
conference hosts are assured to get both membership forms and registration.
The committee also discussed how to recognize those members and family members who have
recently passed away. As a planetarium “family” we decided that as we are made aware of the situation,
we will, to the extent possible, pass on information to the GLPA Newsletter Editor so that an appropriate
obituary can be published in the GLPA Newsletter. We want to encourage the membership to let
someone on the executive committee know about any loss.
Member Statistics (2007-08):
Membership types
Regular
Student
Senior
Honorary
Parallel Universe
Universe
Galaxy
Solar System
Planet

133
8
6
27
8
6
8
4
1

Total

201

Institution types

Planetarium types

College/University
K-12
Museum
Other/Ind
Business
Planetarium
Not listed

43
48
32
21
21
3
33

Total

201
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Permanent
Portable
Both
None/not listed

107
10
14
70

Total

201

The number of GLPA Members who are also members of IPS: 94

Development Report: Fran reported vendor support has been very good.
Vendor statistics:
Parallel Universe level = 2
Universe level = 6
Galaxy level = 4
Solar System level = 8
Planet level = 0
Total Vendors of GLPA = 20

Publication’s Report: Bart reports that the production of the quarterly GLPA Newsletter continues to
run smoothly. We currently have three advertisers with full-page annual contracts – Evans & Sutherland /
Spitz, AVI / Konica Minolta Planetarium, and Seiler / Zeiss. We also have two advertisers with a halfpage annual contract –- GeoGraphics Imaging & Consulting and the Detroit Science Center Planetarium.
Collectively, these five advertisers earn GLPA a total of $1,240 annually. In other newsletter news, Dave
DeRemer continues to produce a "Planetarium Outreaches" column and I continue to produce the
"GLPA: 40 and 20 years ago" column, which nicely complement our regular newsletter columns and
features. The deadline for the next (Winter Solstice) issue is November 1st.
The next Proceedings will be GLPA’s 25th edition. Twenty-one of these have been produced by
our own Dale Smith!
This past year has seen serious problems with GLPA’s ability to generate mailing labels for its
publications. Last winter’s newsletter was especially problematic, and in the end it was actually mailed
with the spring issue. However, I am pleased to report that the mailing of the most recent (i.e. autumn)
newsletter saw far fewer problems, thanks to recent improvements to the manner in which mailing labels
are generated, coupled with John Potts assuming the responsibilities of Membership Chair. In the past,
GLPA sent out an e-mail message to members to announce that a new issue of the GLPA Newsletter
had been posted to the GLPA website's Newsletter Page. The committee decided to try to this again.

Education Report: The Education Report was abbreviated due to the fact that Dave DeRemer was
tending to conference hosting duties. Dave did report that the 2009 NSTA Congress will be held in
Miami. GLPA will be sending at least one representative to this conference.

Instructional Materials Report: Geoff brought discussion to the floor with regard to the Image Bank
and whether we should still offer actual slides of individual images from the Image Bank or actual slide
based show kits. Geoff suggested that the end user can order slides from GammaTech from the digital
images instead of Dave Leake doing that. The planetarian purchasing a show package would get the
digital kit, review the script and images, choose which images they need slides made for, and place the
order directly with GammaTech. The planetarian may save money by choosing which images they want
as slides instead of ALL of the images coming as slides. The Executive Committee supports the
Instructional Materials Committee's recommendation to discontinue providing slides. David Leake will sell
any slide-based kits that he currently has in stock, and then will no longer provide slides for show kits or
image requests (i.e. digital only).
Geoff also reported on possible upgrades to the website and how it might change how we can “do
business” with all constituents. Geoff is looking into how we can do this at a minimal cost and how much
technical support we would need.
Website stats are available from Geoff. If anyone is interested in getting that information, contact
Geoff.
With respect to Let There Be Night, we discussed additional funds needed to shipping and
handling. We will attempt to get it in with the Proceedings, since it was not available for distribution at the
fall conference.

24

Conference Planning:
•

•

•

2008 Conference Update: Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer and Gary Sampson reported on the
schedule for the annual conference. Integrating four planetariums and having a tight schedule
made for an enjoyable and informative conference. Thanks to all involved! Participants enjoyed
the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum, Gary Sampson Planetarium,
Charles Horwitz Planetarium at the Retzer Nature Center and the Manfred Olson Planetarium at
UW-Milwaukee.
2009 Conference Update: Delta College at Bay City, Michigan will host the 2009 conference to be
held October 21st through October 24th, 2009. For more information visit
http://www.delta.edu/planet/. The conference hotel will be right across the street from the
planetarium. Room rates will start at $109/night.
2010 conference location has not been pinned down yet.

With respect to the conference photographer, David Hurd moved that we pay for his/her full
registration and meals since (s)he misses so much of the actual conference. Motion was seconded and
carried. It was noted that this information will be included in the handbook so that conference hosts know
that this is the policy.
With respect to the “Astronomy Update,” that has been given by Jim Kaler for 20 years, we
discussed options for getting a replacement to bring the update each year from a qualified speaker.
Some suggestions were discussed. Bart moved that the Executive Committee (rather than the
Conference Host) be the governing board who will appoint the person to give the Astronomy Update.
Motion was seconded and carried. Designated Executive Committee members will talk to Jim Kaler and
others about suggestions and they will form a short list of candidates.

Old Business: The handbook needs to be updated with respect to adding $250 to invited speakers
fees for turning in a copy of their lectures within a reasonable time. Other changes will be discussed and
communicated to the rest of the committee in the near future.

New Business: The Spring meeting will be held in Merrillville, Indiana on April 25, 2009.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. CDT.
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Great Lakes Planetarium
Association
Final Financial Report (Fiscal 07-08)
October 1, 2007 – September 30, 2008

Account Summaries
Balance:

Checking Account

10/01/07

Savings Account

$3,316.10

$24,724.56

Deposits:

$13,599.29

$17,803.40

Withdrawals/Checks:

$15,395.92

$10,000

0

74.15(07) + 250.56(08)

$1,519.47

$32,852.67

Interest:
Ending Balance:

09/30/08

Income

Expenses

Dues:
Newsletter Advertising:
Conference Registration
& Pay Pal…:

$410
$1,240.00
$
$

Interest:

ck $00.00
saving $324.71
$15,210.75(s)
531.68+482.79

Conference Income:
Pay Pal Purchases:

Transfer from savings
to checking
Proceedings share SEPA
Proceedings share MAPS

Total:

$12,000
(2000 10/1/08)
$699.86(s)
$777.61

$31,677.40

Dues rebate
Exec. Committee Travel:
(includes some airfare for S08)
Camera - “Planetarians at work”
Donations/Memorials:
IPS
State Day Reimbursement:
Conference Seed Money:
Newsletter Printing, Duplication,
Proceedings & Postage:
Proceedings duplication:
Software for Dream Host and
new Membership Chair
Website Fee/expenses:
Awards:
Conference Planning/misc
expenses:
Checks, Postage/Misc office:
Transcription & layout Fees:
Transfer from savings to checking
Total:
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$20
$1,525.90
$220.44
Star Part $300.00
Spitz $200.00
$
$3,000.00
$
$948.00
$327.30
$29.95,
$150.00
$8.48,35.00,
162.33
food,642.40
$31,16.25,
1,050.00
$12,000
$20,667.05

Separate Fund
Accounts

GLPA Gift Shop

Previous Balance:
Revenues:

$366.84
$0.00

Expenses:

$366.84 Closed out
with check #156 and
deposited to savings
on 1/11/08.
$0.00

Ending Balance:

Printed Materials
$400.71
$37 from 07 (only
income is now through
PayPal)
$9.22

$428.49

Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________
David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer
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Audio-Visual
Materials
$4,224.96
$904.00 + 830.50
show kits
$265.79 + $234.99
hard drive + $60.94
S&H
$5,397.74

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A.,
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2008.
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David Hurd
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dhurd@edinboro.edu

IPS REPRESENTATIVE
Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead MN 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu

PUBLICATIONS
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
PRINTED RESOURCES

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove IL 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

Geoffrey Holt
Madison Metro School District Planetarium
201 South Gammon Road
Madison WI 53717
(608) 663-6102
gholt@madison.k12.wi.us

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR

David Leake
William M. Staerkel Planetarium
Parkland College
2400 West Bradley Avenue
Champaign IL 61821
(217) 351-2567
dleake@parkland.edu

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green OH 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

MEMBERSHIP
John Potts
Dassault Systemes Planetarium
Detroit Science Center
5020 John R. Street
Detroit MI 48202
(313) 577-8400, Ext. 435
jpotts@sciencedetroit.org

EDUCATION
Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
S14 W28167 Madison Street
Waukesha WI 53188
(262) 896-8423
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us

DEVELOPMENT
Fran Ratka
1309 Yellowstone Road
Cleveland Heights OH 44121
(216) 291-4539
fratka1@yahoo.com

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES

STATE MEETING COORD.
Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills MI 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

CONFERENCE PLANNING
Gary Tomlinson
5075 North Division
Comstock Park MI 49321
(616) 784-9518
gtomlins@sbcglobal.net

2009 CONFERENCE HOST
Garry Beckstrom
Delta College Planetarium
100 Center Avenue
Bay City MI 48708
(989) 667-2270
gfbeckst@delta.edu

UPCOMING GLPA CONFERENCES:
2009

October 21-24
Bay City, Michigan

2010

To Be Determined

PLEASE NOTE:
The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from:
Physics and Astronomy Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green OH 43403

GLPA Home Page:
http://www.glpaweb.org/

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith
(address given above).

