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Cover: Infant Stars in the Small Magellanic Cloud
Hubble astronomers have uncovered, for the first time, a population of infant stars in the Milky
Way satellite galaxy, the Small Magellanic Cloud (SMC, visible to the naked eye in the southern
constellation Tucana), located 210,000 light-years away.
Hubble’s exquisite sharpness plucked out an underlying population of infant stars embedded in
the nebula NGC 346 that are still forming from gravitationally collapsing gas clouds. They have
not yet ignited their hydrogen fuel to sustain nuclear fusion. The smallest of these infant stars is
only half the mass of our Sun.
Although star birth is common within the disk of our galaxy, this smaller companion galaxy is
more primeval in that it lacks a large percentage of the heavier elements that are forged in successive generations of stars through nuclear fusion.
Fragmentary galaxies like the SMC are considered primitive building blocks of larger galaxies.
Most of these types of galaxies existed far away, when the universe was much younger. The
SMC offers a unique nearby laboratory for understanding how stars arose in the early universe.
Nestled among other starburst regions with the small galaxy, the nebula NGC 346 alone contains
more than 2,500 infant stars.
The Hubble images, taken with the Advanced Camera for Surveys, identify three stellar populations in the SMC and in the region of the NGC 346 nebula — a total of 70,000 stars. The oldest
population is 4.5 billion years, roughly the age of our Sun. The younger population arose only 5
million years ago (about the time Earth’s first hominids began to walk on two feet). Lower-mass
stars take longer to ignite and become full-fledged stars, so the protostellar population is 5 million years old. Curiously, the infant stars are strung along two intersecting lanes in the nebula,
resembling a “T” pattern in the Hubble plot.
The observations, by Antonella Nota of the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI), Baltimore, Maryland, were recently presented at the meeting of
the American Astronomical Society in San Diego, California.
The other science team members are: M. Sirianni (STScI/ESA), E. Sabbi (Univ. of Bologna), M.
Tosi (INAF - Bologna Observ.), J.S. Gallagher (Univ. of Wisconsin), M. Meixner (STScI), M.
Clampin (GSFC), S. Oey (Univ. of Michigan), A. Pasquali (ETH Zurich), L. Smith (Univ. College London), and R. Walterbos (New Mexico State Univ.).
Antonella Nota, Space Telescope Science Institute, 3700 San Martin Drive, Baltimore, MD.
21218, (phone) 410-338-4520, (fax) 410-338-4579, (e-mail) nota@stsci.edu or Marco Sirianni,
Space Telescope Science Institute, 3700 San Martin Drive, Baltimore, MD 21218, (phone) 410338-4810, (fax) 410-338-4579, (e-mail) sirianni@stsci.edu.
Credit: NASA, ESA and A. Nota (STScI/ESA)

Greetings for the Vernal Equinox and the International Year of
Astronomy 2009! I hope that you have wintered the previous
well and that your plans for IYA 2009 are flowing
PRESIDENT’S season
smoothly. I personally enjoy the variety of planetarium shows
MESSAGE
and astronomical topics we share with our visitors but one of
my favorites has always been the major discoveries of Galileo.
I love having the opportunity of IYA 2009 to celebrate the
Cheri Adams
400th anniversary of Galileo’s use of a telescope to observe.
At our museum, we invite the public to attend astronomy programs on the third Friday of each month in the planetarium in addition to the observing we do every clear Friday evening in our observatory. The themes for our events this
year center on the discoveries of Galileo, telescopes, and observing our night sky. Our March presentation, which occurs
on the Vernal Equinox, will focus on our local skies, demonstrating how to make good lighting choices, promoting our
participation in the weekend for 100 hours of astronomy, and demonstrating how our visitors can participate in the
GLOBE at Night campaign and Earth Hour. It is very helpful to have the range of nights March 16-28 to check the magnitude of Orion’s stars for the GLOBE at Night project as our spring ushers in many hazy night skies.
IYA 2009 commemorates more than Galileo’s observations. We are also celebrating the 400th anniversary of Kepler’s publication of Astronomia Nova. How timely that as IYA progresses, we will observe Mars increase in its brightness and then be able to discuss the great observations of Brahe and how Kepler used those to then scientifically explain
planetary motion.
Another timely celebration for IYA is the 350th anniversary of Huygen’s publication of Systema Saturnium.
Even with a small telescope today, Saturn’s ring system can be observed so it may seem very strange that the majority of
the reactions to this book at the time of its release was negative. The wealth of information released from the CassiniHuygens Mission is nearly overwhelming and breathtakingly beautiful. Our planetarium visitors never seem to tire of
learning more and neither do we. How fortunate I feel to live in a time where such tremendous advances have been made
(continued on page 16)

Early on the morning of Friday, March 20th, we residents of
the Northern Hemisphere will welcome the return of spring. The
days are now lengthening at their fastest rate of the year, each
EDITOR’S
day nearly three minutes longer than the previous day. Can
MESSAGE
warmer weather be far behind? Spring is also the time for GLPA
state meetings, and I encourage you to attend. You’ll find details
about each meeting at the beginning of each State News report
Bart Benjamin
later in this newsletter or by visiting GLPA’s State Organizations webpage at www.glpaweb.org/states.htm.
Although belated, I’d like to wish everyone a happy
International Year of Astronomy! In honor of this year-long celebration, each 2009 issue of the GLPA Newsletter will
carry the IYA logo graced with a full-page astronomical photograph on its cover. Unlike most newsletter covers, each of
this year’s covers will carry a limited amount of text, in part to remind us that words are unnecessary to convey the awesome beauty of the universe. However, for those who do want to know what they’re looking at, a photo caption will be
provided on page 2. Those of you who receive only the printed version of the GLPA Newsletter may want to download a
digital copy of the newsletter to see the rich colors expressed by each of these celestial gems.
In the last issue, I wrote a short article titled “GLPA Newsletter Evolution,” which described the history of our
newsletter. As a sort of “companion piece” to that article, I have created a PDF document that presents miniature cover
illustrations of all 162 issues of the GLPA Newsletter. This document, titled glpa-cover-history.pdf has been uploaded to
GLPA’s Newsletter webpage at www.glpaweb.org/newsletter.htm. Thanks, Geoff! Although this document is somewhat
large (17 MB), it can be downloaded and viewed on any computer. If you choose to do so, you’ll notice that the covers of
the first 28 issues were text only. However, beginning with issue number 29, newsletter editors began to add photographs,
diagrams, and (eventually) color to our association’s only continuously produced publication.
Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2009 and that facility reports
should be sent to your State Chairs by late-April. Have a wonderful spring and enjoy your state meetings!
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Drag. Drop. Done!

With Digistar 4’s advanced Graphical User Interface, it’s never been easier
to display real time models on the dome. Now there’s no scripting required,
so you can spend your show production time making creative decisions,
changing your mind, and trying new ideas. Watch your show unfold instantly
as you drag and drop objects from Digistar’s library directly onto the dome.
Then play back your show with the click of a mouse. Creating real time
shows has never been easier or more intuitive and has never been this
much fun. Isn’t it time to introduce your theater to the power of Digistar 4?

www.es.com

S TAT E N E W S
The next Illinois State Meeting
will be held on Saturday, May
16, 2009 at the Strickler Planetarium on the campus of Olivet
Nazarene University in Bourbonnais (near Kankakee). Steve
Case will serve as host.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave Weinrich
Minnesota State University-Moorhead
1104 7th Avenue South
Moorhead, Minnesota 56563
(218) 477-2969
weinrich@mnstate.edu

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria is presenting
seven full-length full-dome shows
and seven mini-shows every
weekend. The 12-minute minishows are interspersed between the full-length full-dome
shows and are free, while regular admissions apply to the
full-length shows. Show titles through May include The
Little Star that Could, Two Small Pieces of Glass, Bad Astronomy, and Dawn of the Space Age. Mini-shows include
Seasonal Stargazing and Our Universe: The Uniview Experience. The 10th Annual Interplanetary 5K Race/1 Mile
Walk will be held April 4, 2009 as one of the featured local
activities during IYA 100 Hours of Astronomy. This year,
runners and walkers will be joined by the Midwest Garrison of the 501st Legion of Stormtroopers from Star Wars.
In addition to observing 100 Hours of Astronomy for IYA
2009, the staff has added a series of workshops for families
on the subjects of the moon, the planets, and making the
Galileoscope telescope, as well as a “Telescope Amnesty”
program for those wanting to donate an unused telescope,
and the “Telescope Doctor” for those wanting to learn how
to use their unused telescope.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College in Champaign will be showing their live tour
of the night sky, titled Prairie Skies, on Friday nights,
along with SEPA’s The Planets. Saturday evening programming includes Sudekum’s Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast.
At press time, the staff is still unsure if they’ll be able to
run their light show based on the music of The Who as they
are still waiting to hear from England for the appropriate
permissions. The staff looks forward to opening Bad Astronomy from the Detroit Science Center in May. Two Girl
Scout “Sky Search” merit badge workshops will occur in
early April followed by two May workshops for the Boy
Scout Astronomy merit badge. The planetarium will collaborate with their local astronomical society to conduct a
“park tour” for neighborhood sky watching with tele-
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scopes, beginning in late March. Their IYA kick-off occurred in late February as they unveiled the large
“Great Observatories” prints. And finally, with Science Fair, Science Olympiad, their “World of Science”
lecture series (which ends April 3rd), the Moonwalk kickoff (a fitness program sponsored by the university
extension office), and preparations for their college’s accreditation visit, there’s no shortage of things to do!
The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton College in River Grove continues its expanded public show schedule, which began in January. During the time between the Vernal Equinox and the Summer
Solstice, the Cernan Center will present five earth and sky shows, including the premiere of Buhl Planetarium’s On Orbit show, four new editions of the Cernan Center’s own Skywatcher’s Guide mini-show, four laser light
shows, five mini laser shows, four children’s shows and one children’s mini show.

At press time, plans for the Indiana State Spring Meeting were still pending. If you have not
received information by the time you read this, please contact State Chairperson Alan Pareis
immediately for the location, date, and registration details.
Jim Seevers, retired Adler Planetarium and Astronomy Museum Astronomer, is still teaching math
and actively builds, maintains and uses telescopes. In 2008, he secured a spot at Astro Acres for a
telescope and built an observatory, currently equipped with a 5-inch Meade Apo refractor. His plans
are to eventually replace the 5-inch with a 12.5-inch scope from Jim’s large collection of telescopes. Astro Acres is a development off US 41 near Brooke, Indiana, where amateur astronomers
can put up a telescope in a relatively dark sky location. The commute for Jim is about an hour from
his home in Dyer. For more information, please visit astroacres.com. However, I saved the best
news for last. Sometime during the summer, Jim met Lynda Addington of Beecher, Indiana, at a
square dancing event. They were engaged sometime last fall. The wedding is set for the end of June. I met Lynda when
she accompanied Jim to the Prairie Skies Star Party in September. Congratulations to Jim and Lynda, and welcome Lynda
to the wonderful world of astronomy!
Director Art Klinger and Chuck Bueter report that all public and school planetarium shows at the PHM Planetarium in Mishawaka are featuring Let There Be Night (LTBN) and in-dome demonstrations as the community prepares for a
science experiment that dovetails with the Globe at Night star hunt. In the last two weeks of March, thousands of students
will observe Orion to quantify the light pollution. At www.LetThereBeNight.com, the LTBN team continues to add activities, demonstrations, lessons, images, and other material for dark sky advocates.
Director Keith Turner from the Carmel High School in Carmel recently installed ViewSpace from STSCI. Keith
notes that ViewSpace now has a selectable version that is a great teaching tool for planetariums. It can also be used before
public performances.
Bill Huston received a $5,000 grant from the Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Foundation for some additions to the
Jefferson High School Planetarium in Lafayette. The two closets in the “back” of the planetarium will be remodeled.
One will have new shelves put in that will (finally) hold all of the telescopes, tripods, and accessories that have accumulated over the past twenty years. The other will have a counter top installed to be a large desk/workstation, and shelves
will be added for “Planetarian” stuff. Also, the grant will purchase a new computer and other office supplies, as well as
tools to keep in the planetarium for basic maintenance of non-technical things (such as seats, doors, pictures, and students).
At the E. C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne, Director
Alan Pareis, Technician Chris Highlen, and the three Student Planetarium Educators are “working the learning curve,” of
new equipment and automation. In January, Bowen Technovation in Indianapolis completed installation of a new CRT
video projector and AstroFx Media Manager system, controlled by the Schouweiler’s Bowen AstroFx show control automation system. The staff reports that spring is their busiest time for school shows and all of their extra time will be spent
updating the video segments of existing shows. As of this moment, the staff is looking forward to the conclusion of the
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workroom remodeling so the piles of production stuff can be removed from the theater where it is temporarily
residing, and so the video production computers can be ordered. At the completion of the spring semester,
work is scheduled to begin on a remodeling of the science building entrance. The work will include cutting a
new door into the planetarium theater, and creating an entrance atrium for the building with a large View
Space display. Alan says he is looking forward (with some trepidation) to a noisy, dusty summer.

The next Michigan State Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2009 at the
new Kingman Museum Planetarium in Battle Creek.
The cold of winter is finally abating! Well, hopefully anyway.
Southfield’s Vollbrecht Planetarium, which adjoins Adler Elementary
School, has enjoyed its 2008-2009 winter season of eight Friday evening public shows
presented by Cliff Jones. Mike Best will do the same for the planetarium during the
spring months. A new topic, “Space Elevators,” debuts June 12th.
The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids recently finished its localization of Bozeman’s Dinosaur Chronicles, which accompanies the Public Museum’s dinosaur-themed traveling exhibit. Special thanks to Kalamazoo’s Eric Schreur
for lending his talent to the project. The Chaffee staff has also been keeping busy with
laser light show production, Boy Scout and Girl Scout astronomy workshops, and creating space-related programming to supplement the Public Museum’s “Read & Connect” literacy program. Progress continues on a full-dome video projection system upgrade, with growing institutional and community support.
The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City opened a hybrid version of Follow The Drinking Gourd in February
titled The Freedom Dipper. The original show was enhanced with additional visuals and makes use of the planetarium’s
interactive system. In addition, an “Extended Field Trip Experience” has been developed for The Freedom Dipper that
includes an added 30 minutes of demonstrations and role playing specifically designed for fourth grade students. As part
of our celebration of The International Year of Astronomy, the staff has also begun a monthly series of shows called
Great Lakes Night Sky. This show provides a casual tour of the night sky from sunset to sunrise, encouraging everyone to
go out and look for themselves and highlighting things to look for. The show is updated each month. During the show,
Galileo’s observations are illustrated. Following the show, the audience goes up to our observation deck to observe
through a replica Galilean telescope and one or more modern scopes for comparison. More IYA related events are in the
works. Plans are also in the works for a wonderful International Year of Astronomy GLPA conference in Bay City on October 21-24. Mark your calendars now. Think about presenting a paper or hosting a workshop or just coming to “recharge
your batteries.” The staff promises that it will be a great conference in a beautiful setting. Don’t miss it!
The Kingman Museum in Battle Creek has held four teacher in-service days for the Battle Creek School District
teachers to earn personal professional development hours. Many of the teachers return month after month for the inservice shows, and several have said that they plan to bring their families to our public weekend shows. In February and
March, the Kingman Museum presented Cosmic Safari, while Ice Worlds opened on March 28th. A brief star talk follows
all public planetarium shows and is changed according to season. Planetarium attendance has increased every month since
the installation of the new Digistar 3 system, with 570 people attending planetarium shows in January! The public has
really enjoyed the new planetarium experience and membership has increased significantly as a result! The staff of Kingman Museum is looking forward to hosting the Michigan GLPA meeting in April. We think everyone will enjoy seeing
the building renovations and watching the new system in action!
The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills and the Detroit Science Center have completed work on the full-dome version of Bad Astronomy: Myths and Misconceptions. It’s been a long haul, but the final
product is well worth the wait! On May 15th, the astronomers at Cranbrook will welcome Dr. Stephen Edberg of JPL,
who will present “Exo-planet Exploration: Expanding Geography Outside the Solar System.”
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The Dassault Systemes Planetarium in Detroit kicked off its International Year of Astronomy
on February 14th by opening “Star Trek: the Exhibition” and their new planetarium show An Enterprising Journey, trekking visitors to Wolf 359, Beta Persei, the Ring and Crab Nebulas, and concluding
with a journey to the supermassive black hole at the heart of the Milky Way. On Sunday February 15th,
the planetarium revealed the image of spiral galaxy Messier 101, taken by the Hubble Space, Chandra
X-Ray, and Spitzer Infrared telescopes, and concluded with a celebration of Galileo’s birthday, complete with cake and telescope demonstrations by the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club. The staff also
completely renovated their live seasonal sky shows What’s Up. Planning continues on upcoming IYA events such as “The
World At Night” in March, “100 Hours of Astronomy” in April, and International Astronomy Day on May 2nd.

The next Ohio State Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2009 at the Ward
Beecher Planetarium of Youngstown State University in Youngstown, Ohio. Planetarium Director Pat Durrell will serve as host.
Just prior to this newsletter going to press, it was announced that because of the current economic recession, the Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History has
terminated Joe DeRocher and Roy Kaelin. In his message to the GLPA Executive Committee,
Joe DeRocher further reported that the Museum has lost 30% of its endowment due to the
stock market drop in 2008 and that 16 full-time and most part-time Museum staff were also
terminated. That leaves only Jason Davis and Clyde Simpson to run the planetarium seven
days a week. Prior to this announcement, the Shafran Planetarium had been doing its part to
celebrate the International Year of Astronomy. Its January-February shows Through the Looking Glass (adults) and Look
in Here! (children) offered a historical overview of observation and advances in astronomy from the use of the telescope.
In February, Joe DeRocher concluded his evening course “Beyond the Wandering Stars,” which examined the classic naked-eye planets, the more modern dwarf planets, as well as asteroids and comets.
At the Shaker Heights Planetarium, Gene Zajac and his astronomy club are developing two public shows. One
is about Hubble Space Telescope repair and the Space Shuttle program and the other relates to the Apollo astronauts and
what they are doing now. Two elementary school programs will deal with night sky objects of spring and Mars exploration. Gene has also developed two new programs to review Ohio Graduation Test information for his ninth graders. One
studies tectonic plates, first from Earth view, then examines neighboring celestial objects and their surfaces. Another is
about the creation of the elements from the beginning to stellar chemistry.
Among the many programs on the busy schedule at Youngstown’s Ward Beecher Planetarium this winter were
their own traditional program A Briefer History of Time and the full-dome program Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity from Denver’s Gates Planetarium.
The main public show this winter at the Bowling Green State University Planetarium is Bad Astronomy from
the Detroit Science Center.
Gene Zajac (Shaker) and Jeanne Bishop (Westlake Schools Planetarium) both attended the 15th annual Solar
System Space Educator’s Conference (SEEC) in Houston in February, and both recommend it highly. The conference included many concurrent talks and how-to-do-it workshops on a variety of astronomy and space topics. There also were
excellent all-group scientist and astronaut talks. Linda Krouse and Don Garland of Fort Worth’s Noble Planetarium
made pre-arrangements to go through the Stardust, Antarctica meteorite, and moon rocks labs, so they could use a new
full-dome camera to take pictures for planetarium programs. Jeanne reports spending a day in the famous “Building 31”
having wonderful tours and a chance to put her hands in gloves of the nitrogen gas-pressurized Apollo 11 moon rock
chamber and pick up tools and make a weight measurement.
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On Saturday, December 13th, the Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums gathered at the
home of Jeanne Bishop for their 22nd annual Christmas party. (See photo at right) A potluck buffet,
conversation, singing, and sharing made for a
memorable evening for all. In the new year,
C.R.A.P. met on January 21st at the Cleveland Museum of Natural
History and on February 17th at the Schuele Planetarium in the
Lake Erie Nature and Science Center in Bay Village (Jay Reynolds,
host).

The next WIMPS State Meeting will be held on Friday and Saturday,
May 1-2, 2009 at the Mayo High School Planetarium in Rochester,
Minnesota. Larry Mascotti will serve as host.
In northern Minnesota, our first news comes from the Paulucci Space
Theatre in Hibbing, where Joel Carlson reports they are working on two
new multimedia shows. The Moons Show looks at the moons of our solar
system. Their second show, I Wanna be an Astronaut is for early elementary children and tells the story of a young girl who dreams of going into
space.
At MSU Moorhead, where Dave Weinrich has recently returned from the grand opening of the planetarium
which he helped establish in Ghana, the planetarium is showing Loch Ness’ Larry Cat in Space. The spring show will be
Mueller Planetarium’s Point of No Return: Quasars and Super Massive Black Holes.
Dave Williams at the St. Cloud State University Planetarium is getting ready to retire at the end of the semester. Best wishes for your retirement, Dave! The planetarium staff has prepared an IYA presentation on four hundred years
of telescopic discoveries, from Galileo to the present. This was shown to the public in February and March.
Traveling to Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall, Ken Murphy says that they are doing a planetarium upgrade which will include new carpet, new chairs, and a new sound system. The Spitz 512 projector will be refurbished and they will purchase the Uniview software. Recently ViewSpace was installed in their science museum. In February, AVI’s Laser Beatles had it Midwestern debut in their planetarium. Later this spring, the Imiloa Astronomy Center,
Buhl Planetarium, and Interstellar Studios production Two Small Pieces of Glass will be shown in full-dome.
Remember to mark May 1st and 2nd on your calendars for the annual WIMPS meeting. This year, it will be
hosted by Larry Mascotti at Mayo High School in Rochester. Larry announces that their facility has completed a major
renovation since hosting the 2001 WIMPS meeting.
Turning now to northern Wisconsin, we find that Chris Janssen at the Wausau School District Planetarium has
installed a Bourkean Mirror Dome system. They will utilize this system to show the Clark Planetarium’s The Secret of the
Cardboard Rocket in late February and March.
Lauren Likkel of the L.E. Phillips Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin- Eau Claire reports that they continue to have public shows on Tuesday evenings and children’s shows on Saturday mornings throughout the year. Recent
show offerings have included More Than Meets the Eye, Ancient Horizons, Larry Cat in Space and Lifestyles of the Stars.
They have also produced their own productions, including Mr. Genius Tours the Solar System, Wonders of Deep Space,
and most recently, Top Ten Celestial Objects.
Heading over to the Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee, we find that direc-
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tor Jean Creighton has also been busy producing shows. They started the IYA with their locally
produced show, Astronomical Breakthroughs, where Jean highlighted six of her favorite astronomical discoveries of the last 200 years. Later this spring, they will show Solar System Highlights and participate in the IYA 100 Hours of Astronomy event with shows, invited speakers
and stargazing.
We end up at the Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha, where Dave DeRemer
has three shows scheduled this spring. March brings Moon Voyage followed the next month by Destination Mars and concluding in May with Dark Matter. The planetarium will collaborate with other Milwaukee area planetaria and astronomy
clubs to celebrate IYA.

HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE IMAGES
If you would like to download beautiful
Hubble Space Telescope images like the
one that graces the cover of this newsletter, all you need to do is visit either the
Hubble Heritage Project website at
heritage.stsci.edu/ or the HubbleSite
Gallery website at hubblesite.org/gallery/.
And the best news of all? Since the photos
come from NASA, they are free (with
proper credit)!

GLPA List Serve

DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information

To be included in the summer issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
April.

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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BULLETIN BOARD
GLPA’S IYA CONFERENCE
A PREVIEW
You are invited to the International Year of Astronomy 45th annual GLPA Conference, which will be
held from October 21 – 24, 2009. Mark your calendars!
The conference will be in beautiful Bay City Michigan, along the shores of the Saginaw River. The Double Tree
Hotel, along the river and across the street from the Delta College Planetarium, will serve as our conference headquarters. We have secured a great room rate of $109 a night.
The Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center is a satellite campus of Delta College, with classrooms, a computer lab, a large multipurpose room, catering kitchen, observation deck, and gift shop. The planetarium houses a Digistar II with seating for 130 under a 10-degree tilted 50-foot dome.
Everything is beginning to fall into place for the conference, but we need YOU to start thinking about
presenting a paper, poster, and/or workshop. Don’t forget, this is IYA 2009; we would all like to hear what
you’ve been doing to help bring astronomy to the world!
Looking forward to seeing you in Bay City!
Garry Beckstrom
Conference Host
[Ed. To learn more about the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center, please visit their website at
www3.delta.edu/planet/ ].

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(continued from page 3)
in optics and technology so that we may share the great discoveries of today and those from the past with our
visitors to our planetaria.
GLPA’s Executive Committee will meet on April 25th in Merrillville, Indiana. If anyone has questions,
concerns, or information that they would like to have shared, please contact any member of the committee with
your request.
Clear Skies!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONGRATULATIONS!
The former Director of the Waubonsie Valley High School Planetarium,
Mary (Schindewolf) Masui, and her husband Jun are pleased to announce
that they have welcomed their first baby. His name is Hiroshi David Masui
and he was born on February 2nd. Mary goes on to report that “everyone in
GLPA has been such a good friend to me and I miss all of you very much.”

16

J O I N I . P. S .
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in the
world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organization.
If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org

VOLUME IV, NUMBER 1
VERNAL EQUINOX, 1969
(9 pages in length)
GLPA’s 11th newsletter and the first issue of 1969 contained
the following articles and columns:
☼ The cover story featured an article by Dave DeBruyn titled “The Planetarium: an Entertaining, Educational Medium,” which described the current generation of planetarium theaters and the higher level of
programming that must be offered to audiences. “[The planetarium experience] should be appropriate to
the basic function of the planetarium institution, should whet the appetite for further knowledge, and
should rely first and foremost upon the real universe as a source of drama.”
☼ Another article by LeRon Cobia, titled “Blackground,” described the author’s “3P-D” technique for creating black backgrounds for slides using Kodalith transparency film.
☼ At the April, 1969 GLPA Executive Committee meeting, the upcoming Minneapolis conference (to be
held on October 9-10, 1969) was discussed.
☼ Newsletter Editor Dave DeBruyn announced that he was now encouraging GLPA members to submit
“questions to the editor” related to astronomical matters or planetarium operation. He quipped, “I am not
guaranteeing that the answers will be as spicy as those given by Ann Landers, but I am interested in
hearing of your special problems or questions, and will do my best to find an answer.”
☼ The results of a recent GLPA membership questionnaire were given. “The two most important functions
of GLPA were considered to be meetings and the providing of ideas about instructional materials, with
publications ranking third in order and curriculum development a close fourth. By a big margin, members preferred to see articles on planetarium operation in The Projector, with equipment and astronomy
ranking a distant second and third. Most responders favored the organization of a national planetarium
association that would meet every two years.” [Ed. The Projector was a parallel GLPA publication that
contained conference papers, articles, and transcripts of invited speakers. Either three or four issues were
produced before its discontinuation, largely because of the genesis of IPS and its own newsletter, The
Planetarian].

18

VOLUME XXIV, NUMBER 1
VERNAL EQUINOX, 1989
(10 pages in length)

GLPA’s 82nd newsletter and the first issue of 1989 contained
the following articles and columns:
☼ As shown prominently on the cover, the Elgin (Illinois) Planetarium celebrated its 25th anniversary in 1989.
[Ed. The Elgin Planetarium was originally built as a way for the Elgin Watch Company to keep precise
time. Through the efforts of Planetarium Director Gary Kutina, the Elgin U-46 Planetarium was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places in August of 1994].
☼ GLPA President Steve Bishop quoted a survey “that the proportion of American adults who are truly scientifically literate is now only 5%, down from 7% in 1979.” In his President’s Message, Steve went on to observe that “a properly used planetarium can not only teach science at any level; it can stimulate interest in
science and deepen a sense of wonder about the universe.”
☼ In this issue’s Bulletin Board section, Bart Benjamin described the status of the 1986, 1987, and 1988 GLPA
Proceedings, which had not yet been completed. Ironically, the 1988 Proceedings (edited by GLPA’s new
Proceedings Editor Dale Smith) would be completed first. Bart Benjamin explained that the 1986 and 1987
Proceedings would be completed within a couple of months.
[Ed. The first two GLPA Proceedings were edited by the Cernan Earth and Space Center’s John
Boesche (1984) and Bart Benjamin (1985). Although challenging to complete, these first two issues
were easy compared with the 1986 and 1987 editions. Barely audible conference tape recordings and
uncooperative speakers made these issues a nightmare for Dave Hoffman, who ultimately passed the
project on to Bart Benjamin. The extreme difficulty of producing these two Proceedings prompted Dale
Smith to develop all-new procedures for their future production, which made the process far easier and
more professional. With additional refinements added along the way, the Proceedings have been produced by Dale Smith since 1988].
☼ Jeanne Bishop described the results of a recent survey of GLPA members regarding school programs. Issues
that were raised included the amount of money that is charged for group visits, whether to offer evening
programs and how evening presenters are paid, the method by which fee schedules are decided, and astronomical subjects most requested by visiting groups.
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2008-09:

Parallel Universe Sponsors ($4,000+)
Evans & Sutherland
Sky-Skan, Inc.

www.es.com/ &

Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com/
www.skyskan.com/

Universe Sponsors ($1,500 - $3,999)
Ash Enterprises International, Inc.
The Elumenati
Digitalis Educational Solutions, Inc.
Bowen Technovation
Zeiss/Seiler Instrument
Mirage 3D

www.ash-enterprises.com/
www.elumenati.com/
www.digitaliseducation.com
bowentechnovation.com/planetarium

www.zeiss.de/planetariums
www.mirage3d.nl

Galaxy Sponsors ($750 - $1,499)
Dome 3D
Space Telescope Science Institute
Global Immersion
GOTO, Inc.

www.dome3d.com
hubblesource.stsci.edu
www.globalimmersion.com/
goto.co.jp/english/index.html

Solar System Sponsors ($500 - $749)
Audio Visual Imagineering
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.
East Coast Control Systems
Loch Ness Productions
Detroit Science Center
SCISS—Uniview
Clark Planetarium
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.

www.av-imagineering.com/
konicaminolta.com/kmpl/
www.eastcoastcontrol.com/
www.lochnessproductions.com/
www.sciencedetroit.org/
www.sciss.se
clarkplanetarium.org
www.astro-tec.com/

GLPA GALILEO AWARD
GLPA is the world’s oldest and largest regional planetarium association. Our
membership includes a number of individuals who have gone on to become leaders in the
national and international planetarium community as well. The Galileo Award, which is
GLPA’s highest honor, recognizes persons of exemplary leadership at the national and/or
international level.
Persons nominated for this award need to have been a GLPA member in good standing
for at least ten consecutive years. They are persons who have done exemplary work within
GLPA and have carried this work beyond our regional borders. To nominate someone for this
award, please fill out the form below and submit it, along with the described letters of
recommendation, to the current GLPA President.
Person Nominated:
Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Institution: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________
Daytime Phone: __________________________________________________________________
Fax: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________

Nominated by:
Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Institution: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _______________
Daytime Phone: __________________________________________________________________
Fax: ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________

(Please continue to the next page)

Please write a brief paragraph or two explaining your reasons for nominating this person. Be
sure to give examples of their accomplishments in GLPA, as well as those on the national
and/or international level:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please submit three letters of recommendation for your nominee along with this form. Only one
of the three letters may be from a GLPA Executive Committee member. The other two letters
may come from current GLPA members, but it is highly recommended that at least one of the
letters come from a person outside the GLPA region. Mail this form, along with the letters of
recommendation, to the current GLPA President.

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A.,
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2009.
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Detroit MI 48202
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Milwaukee Public Museum
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(414) 278-6985
bonadurer@mpm.edu
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Cover: Star Cluster NGC 2074 in the Large Magellanic Cloud
In commemoration of NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope completing its 100,000th orbit in
its 18th year of exploration and discovery, scientists at the Space Telescope Science Institute in
Baltimore, Maryland have aimed Hubble to take a snapshot of a dazzling region of celestial birth
and renewal.
Hubble peered into a small portion of the nebula near the star cluster NGC 2074. The region is a firestorm of raw stellar creation, perhaps triggered by a nearby supernova explosion. It
lies about 170,000 light-years away near the Tarantula nebula, one of the most active starforming regions in our Local Group of galaxies.
The three-dimensional-looking image reveals dramatic ridges and valleys of dust, serpent-head “pillars of creation,” and gaseous filaments glowing fiercely under torrential ultraviolet radiation. The region is on the edge of a dark molecular cloud that is an incubator for the birth
of new stars.
The high-energy radiation blazing out from clusters of hot young stars already born in
NGC 2074 is sculpting the wall of the nebula by slowly eroding it away. Another young cluster
may be hidden beneath a circle of brilliant blue gas.
In this approximately 100-light-year-wide fantasy-like landscape, dark towers of dust rise
above a glowing wall of gases on the surface of the molecular cloud. The seahorse-shaped pillar
is approximately 20 light-years long, roughly four times the distance between our Sun and the
nearest star, Alpha Centauri.
The region is in the Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC), a satellite of our Milky Way galaxy.
It is a fascinating laboratory for observing star-formation regions and their evolution. Dwarf galaxies like the LMC are considered to be the primitive building blocks of larger galaxies.
This representative color image was taken on August 10, 2008, with Hubble’s Wide Field
Planetary Camera 2. Red shows emission from sulfur atoms, green from glowing hydrogen, and
blue from glowing oxygen.

For additional information, contact:
Ray Villard / Cheryl Gundy / Donna Weaver
Space Telescope Science Institute, Baltimore, MD
410-338-4514 / 410-338-4707 / 410-338-4493
villard@stsci.edu / gundy@stsci.edu / dweaver@stsci.edu
Mario Livio
Space Telescope Science Institute, Baltimore, MD
410-338-4439
mlivio@stsci.edu
Object Name: NGC 2074
Image Type: Astronomical
Credit: NASA, ESA, and M. Livio (STScI)

As unlikely as it may seem, it is time to wish everyone a
happy summer solstice and therefore our fall conference
PRESIDENT’S will soon be taking place. In case your year has been a
blur and you have missed the buzz, we will be meeting in
MESSAGE
Bay City, Michigan at the Delta College Planetarium and
Learning Center from October 21 – 24. Garry Beckstrom
Cheri Adams
will be hosting this year’s conference along with his wife,
Janet. In addition to the great line-up of speakers, vendors
and opportunities to present and attend workshops and
talks, elections for President-Elect, Secretary-Treasurer and IPS Representative will also occur at this conference. The Nominations Committee, led by President-Elect John Schroer and consisting of Garry Beckstrom,
Waylena McCully, Dave DeRemer and Susan Button, along with advisors Dale Smith and Gary Tomlinson, has
come up with a wonderful slate of candidates. Thank you to the committee for their time and effort and to each
of the candidates for agreeing to run. GLPA is a successful professional organization due to the commitment
from its officers, committee chairs and committee members and contributing and participating club members.
This year has been a difficult and challenging one for many of our members. Many schools and various
organizations have experienced profound cutbacks in this downed economy. Those of us in the field recognize
what a phenomenal learning opportunity a planetarium can provide. If you are at a loss as to how you can communicate that information to an administration or community, please contact anyone on the board for suggestions or assistance. If you have never checked them out GLPA actually has numerous great TIPS Booklets one
of which is titled “Hints for Keeping Your Planetarium Open (Revised).”
With the turmoil of the economy, it was so inspiring to recently follow the work of the astronauts on
STS-125, which was Space Shuttle Atlantis’ final shuttle service call to the Hubble Space Telescope. I have relished the past discoveries made with Hubble and am anxious to learn about future ones made by the teams that
will be able to successfully use Hubble for several more years to come. It seems appropriate that NASA’s fifth
and final repair mission to Hubble would occur during this International Year of Astronomy 2009. I hope the
year continues to provide you with many opportunities to interact with your students, visitors and community
members under the magic of your dome.
Happy Summer Solstice! Although summer-like weather
has been slow in arriving this year, the calendar tells me
that meteorological summer has begun, and astronomical
EDITOR’S
summer will arrive in the wee hours of Sunday, June 21st.
MESSAGE
This issue of the GLPA Newsletter contains the
minutes of the spring GLPA Executive Committee MeetBart Benjamin
ing (page 18) and Treasurer’s Report (page 24), which
were skillfully prepared by GLPA’s Secretary/Treasurer
David Hurd. I encourage you to review them so that you
may become better acquainted with all the great things that GLPA is currently doing and planning for the future. One of those “great things” that GLPA is planning is the 2009 fall conference in Bay City, Michigan,
which is briefly described by host Garry Beckstrom on page 16.
This fall, at its Bay City, Michigan conference, GLPA will conduct its biennial election. Please review
the candidate information pages, which begin on page 26. If you cannot attend the conference but wish to cast
your vote, you may request an absentee ballot from GLPA’s Membership Chair, John Potts.
Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2009. Please
submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late-July. Also, please take note that my e-mail address is
bbenjami@triton.edu. In recent weeks, a few members sent messages to my old “triton.cc.il.us” domain name,
which should forward to my current e-mail address . . . but sometimes does not.
Have a wonderful summer!
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S TAT E N E W S
Illinois planetarians gathered for
their state meeting on May 16th at
the newly renovated Strickler
Planetarium on the campus of
Olivet Nazarene University in
Bourbonnais (near Kankakee). In
addition to several paper presentations, Director Steve Case demonstrated the new capabilities of
their Digistar 3 SP2HD projection
system, Bowen audio system and
cove-lighting system.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
S14 W28167 Madison Street
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188
(262) 896-8423
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us

Lakeview Museum of Arts & Sciences in Peoria will be
presenting a full summer schedule of daily and weekend
full-dome shows, including Dawn of the Space Age, Two
Small Pieces of Glass, Seasonal Stargazing, Bad Astronomy, Hubble Vision, Black Holes, and Extreme Planets and
laser light shows from both Laserdome and AVI. The 15th
Annual Interplanetary Bicycle Ride will tour Peoria’s
Community Solar System on June 27-28, this year in conjunction with the Peoria Bicycle Club’s Proctor Cycling
Classic, an Illinois Cycling Association Cup Master, Elite
and Pro Class Race. The planetarium is exhorting visitors
to “come for the tour and stay for the races.” In a day and
age when tax referenda rarely pass, Peoria voters responded to the museum’s call for a sales tax hike of 1/2 of
1% and passed a tax referendum by 400 votes (out of
nearly 30,000 votes cast). The sales tax will be used to support the issuance of up to $40 million in bonds to support
the Peoria Riverfront Museum project, assuring that it will
move forward toward an opening in late 2012 or early
2013. The Peoria Riverfront Museum will include a new
planetarium, and the Zeiss Powerdome Planetarium System
will be moved there from the current planetarium.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College will again reduce its schedule for the months
of June and July. They will add Thursday matinees and
temporarily suspend Saturday evening programming. On
Friday nights, they will present their live backyard sky tour
Summer Prairie Skies plus Bad Astronomy: Myths & Misconceptions from the Dassault Systemes Planetarium in
Detroit. Their Thursday matinees will be Larry Cat in
Space from Loch Ness and Solar System Safari from the
Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids. In mid-July, they
will open an original production called Secrets of Suburban
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Skies, featuring some of the materials from the Let There Be Night disk sets. The planetarium will resume Saturday night programming in August. In early September, they hope to open Two Small Pieces of Glass. The
local astronomy club will continue their park tour of telescopes for the International Year of Astronomy, plus
their monthly observatory open houses.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton College in River Grove will present a special trio of
shows in July — We Came in Peace (narrated by Buzz Aldrin), The Last Man on the Moon: In His Own
Words (narrated by Eugene Cernan), and the American Museum of Natural History’s Field Trip to the Moon
— to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the first lunar landing. Seventeen additional programs will be presented to the
public on the Cernan Center’s Friday, Saturday, and Sunday time slots during the summer. In late August, the Cernan
Center will host “An Evening with Galileo” for its annual “Big Event” for members. Dressed in authentic Renaissance
attire as Galileo, Mark A. Thompson — cantorial soloist and amateur astronomer — will tell the fascinating story of ‘The
Father of Modern Science,’ drawing from the actual correspondence and writings of Galileo and his many biographers.
Stephanie Gove of the Waubonsie Valley High School Planetarium in Aurora will be married on June 20th in
Peoria, Illinois to Joe Rybka of Oak Lawn, Illinois. Following this summer solstice wedding, the bride’s name will change
to Stephanie Rybka and her e-mail address will become stephanie_rybka@ipsd.org. Congratulations and best wishes to
the happy couple!

About two-dozen planetarians attended the Indiana State meeting at the Merrillville Community
Schools Planetarium. The group welcomed new attendees Ted Leuenberger (Benton Central
Schools Planetarium) and Gretchen Leuenberger (Wabash Valley Education Center in West
Lafayette). Gretchen is involved with Star Lab programs in a number of counties. The meeting was
well run and all participants came away with new ideas, thanks to hosts Gregg and Barb Williams,
Gregg’s mom, students, staff, and volunteers. One volunteer presented some exciting and promising
news of developmental work to create a user-friendly GUI programming application for in-house
full-dome video shows that could be used by small planetariums, regardless of the type of projection system. Those present who have so far not been convinced of the validity and affordability of
full dome systems for smaller education based planetariums were excited by the potential of this
new development. Special thanks to our meeting sponsors Bowen Technovation and Sky-Skan.
Gregg also reports that the Merrillville Community Planetarium is now working on their own original production titled Apollo 11: First Landing on the Moon. The program will be the July public show to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the first manned landing on the moon. Because of Merrillville’s central location in the Great Lakes region,
the planetarium was asked to host the spring GLPA Executive Committee on Saturday, April 25th, two weeks before they
hosted the Spring Indiana meeting!
Karen Kovach and Carol Khoury of the Challenger Center of Northwest Indiana in Hammond report that two
family astronomy evenings were held this spring, with two more scheduled for the fall. This summer, the Center will be
installing a new MediaGlobe 2.
Benton Central Planetarium is looking forward to new digital enhancements and new seating in the near future.
Ted Leuenberger is their Director.
Bill Huston, Director of the Jefferson High School Planetarium in Lafayette, presented a paper at the spring
meeting that detailed recent improvements to the planetarium. New LED cove lighting was installed in May, along with a
new computer and other upgrades.
The P-H-M Planetarium in Mishawaka presented the final analysis of its community-wide, inquiry based scientific experiment titled “Let There Be Night” at a May 11th PHM School Board meeting. This project, which featured all
components of the scientific method, involved 7,000 students from grades K-8, with grades 3-8 participating in the Globe
at Night Project, The Orion Star Count. They had just over 75% (3,400+) of their 3rd to 8th grade students from 11 elementary schools and three middle schools yielding accurate information with regards to their latitude and longitude as
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well as the magnitude readings for the constellation Orion as viewed from outside their homes. They also had
a team of 5-7 students quantifying light pollution around their respective schools using Sky Quality Meters
(SQM’s). Their board report included students and teachers demonstrating the various aspects of the project
by way of video, projects, PowerPoint overview, and models. They presented their community-wide analysis
with the unveiling of the student-built 4’ x 8’ 3-D LEGO model of light pollution. This was accompanied by
a 4’ x 8’ Google Earth Map showing the student data. To test whether they were getting their message across,
they served each board member, as well as our superintendent and assistant superintendent, a column of Jell-O, in the colors of our LEGO model — a layer of red on the bottom, which represented magnitude #1, followed by orange (#2), yellow (#3), green (#4), blue (#5), and (on top) a layer of purple, which represented magnitude #6, the perfect sky. Then they
had them scrape off purple, and then blue, piling it on the side of their plates. This left green as the top color, which represented the average magnitude (4) for our school district. The Jell-O piled on the side of their plates represented the sky
that has been lost because of light pollution. They were then told that they could now eat the light pollution. The sequence
of events and the results of “Let There Be Night” can be found at the website: www.lettherebenight.com
Alan Pareis, Director of the Edwin Clark Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne reports that it has been a hectic winter and spring. The summer also promises to be “strange.” By the
time you read this, the main entrance of the Science Building and the planetarium will be undergoing expansion and the
creation of a new foyer and new door into the planetarium cut through the former outside wall. The new foyer will be a
multipurpose space for small receptions, an occasional sack lunch site for visiting school group patrons, and a student
lounge. It will feature a 52-inch wall-mounted ViewSpace video display. The project process is what is known as “design
to build,” which Alan likens to “speeded up evolution enabled by real time genetic engineering.” With no summer shows
due to construction, Alan and technician Chris Highlen are hoping to use the summer to master their new CRT projector,
video automation system, and new computers, while re-automating the planetarium shows.
Two Indianapolis planetariums have undergone improvement changes. In late April 2009, the SpaceQuest Planetarium within the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis was fitted with new Digistar full-theater equipment upgrades,
bringing full-dome video technology to SpaceQuest! This provides audiences with spectacular new imagery and a new
repertoire of shows. Wonders of the Universe and Two Small Pieces of Glass will join Cosmic Canopy in the new show
rotation for the 2009 summer months. Stars of the Pharaohs will premiere in late-June to celebrate the opening of the Tut
exhibit and the permanent gallery titled “Take Me There: Egypt.” SpaceQuest Planetarium Supervisor Deb Lawson invites anyone coming to Indianapolis to “please join us to witness this amazing transformation and new immersive experiences for you and your family and friends in SpaceQuest Planetarium.”
The Metropolitan School District of Pike Township Planetarium in Indianapolis was one of 40 schools and
universities and 76 museums across 39 states chosen to participate in the Great Observatories Image Unveiling. On February 24th, the planetarium held a public unveiling and placed on permanent display two images — 1) a large, 9-square-foot
print of the spiral galaxy Messier 101 that combines the optical view of Hubble, the infrared view of Spitzer, and the Xray view of Chandra into one multi-wavelength picture and
2) a matched trio of Hubble, Spitzer, and Chandra images
of Messier 101. Each image shows a different wavelength
view of the galaxy that illustrates not only the different
science uncovered by each observatory, but also just how
far astronomy has come since Galileo. The images were
provided by Hubble Source, the Informal Science Education Resources facet of the Hubble, with funding from
NASA’s Science Mission Directorate. The project is a collaboration between the Space Telescope Science Institute,
the Spitzer Science Center, and the Harvard-Smithsonian
Center for Astrophysics, in conjunction with the International Year of Astronomy 2009. The adjacent photograph
shows Pike Planetarium director Deb Teuscher with some
of her high school students.
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Mitch Luman is the George and Dorothy Eykamp Director at the Koch Science Center and Planetarium of the Evansville Museum of Arts History and Science. The Koch Planetarium scheduled 25 hours of
programming during the worldwide 100 Hours of Astronomy event held during the spring. In addition to a
special planetarium show highlighting Galileo, they participated in live-web casts, a Global Star Party, an
observatory open house, and had a media kick-off event in downtown Evansville. An image from their event
was chosen as one of the best of those submitted to the 100 HOA web site.

Spring is finally here! The deafening round of applause you hear are Michigan’s planetarians as they chip away the frost of this year’s never-ending winter. If you want to
know what astronomy-related activities are going on in Michigan, check out
www.astromichigan.org. This website, designed and hosted by Michael Narlock of
Cranbrook Institute of Science, has an easy-to-use interface for content providers. It
makes prodigious use of Google Calendar and Google Maps so that information about
any Michigan astronomy-related event is only a few clicks away.
The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium will debut Two Small
Pieces of Glass, Apollo 11 40th Anniversary Tribute, and the full-dome version of Bad
Astronomy beginning in July. They have also just completed another successful semester teaching graduate astronomy at Lawrence Technological University. On a sad note,
longtime GLPA member and former Cranbrook employee Martha Schaefer passed
away in March. She was 95.
The spring season went well at the Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids. Early in the seasons, they
had remarkable success with 100 Hours of Astronomy. With help from the Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association, telescopes were set up at a dozen locations in the Grand Rapids area and nearly 1,000 people joined them to look at
the Moon (and a few other objects as well). This was followed a month later by a successful Astronomy Day, in which
visitors took advantage of extra live sky tours in the planetarium and were given the chance to view Venus through a telescope in the afternoon. The planetarium also continued to enjoy good crowds while running a modified version of the
Taylor Planetarium’s Dinosaur Chronicles in conjunction with the temporary exhibit “Dinosaurs: Just Imagine!” featuring
animatronic recreations of the “terrible lizards.” The exhibit was extended from its original departure in late May to nearly
a month later in June. Their Saturday night light show offerings also continued to perform well, especially the recently revamped version of Dark Side of the Moon, which has grown so popular with both the public and the museum administration that it will continue playing over the summer on Tuesday nights.
The staff of the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium spent the spring working on the next generation of live sky
show, named What’s Up? — Your Tour of the Sky. The show, opening in July, includes a tour of the sky, a featured
“Object of the Month,” and a new astronomy/space exploration news section. In the production phase is September’s feature show Two Small Pieces of Glass from Buhl Planetarium and the Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hawaii. Orders continue
to come in for Bad Astronomy, including from New Zealand and South Africa. Plans are underway for two telescope making workshops featuring the International Year of Astronomy’s Galileoscope Project, and participation in Michigan’s largest public astronomy event – “Astronomy at the Beach.” This event, scheduled around the September first quarter moon
(September 25-26) at Kensington Metropark in Livingston County, draws over 5,000 people to look through telescopes,
visit displays by astronomy clubs and the Cranbrook Institute of Science, learn the night sky with sky tours, visit the Detroit Science Center’s STARLAB, and shop at a variety of astronomical vendors.
The folks at the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center in Bay City are gearing up for their annual
Fireworks Fundraiser which will take place on July 4th in conjunction with one of Michigan’s biggest fireworks displays.
This year will have a picnic theme with attendees getting a meal hot off the grill. There will also be entertainment — a
show in the planetarium theater and the best seats for the fireworks on the planetarium’s roof-top observation deck.
WSKY: Radio Station of the Stars will be the June feature show; Solar System Safari will run in July and The Cowboy As-
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tronomer will be featured in August. And don’t forget that Bay City is the site of the GLPA annual conference from October 21-24. The staff is working hard to make this a great conference in a beautiful
setting. Mark your calendars. They hope to see you here!
Planetarium attendance at Kingman Museum in Battle Creek has been fairly steady, despite
the appeal of warm weather. Their 100 Hours of Astronomy event was a huge success! They hosted a
star party and telescope workshop in early May. With continued encouragement from their visitors,
they will host events like this more often. They are also premiering the International Year of Astronomy planetarium show Two Small Pieces of Glass in conjunction with their next star party. They are currently showing
the Evans and Sutherland produced show, Ice Worlds. Ice Worlds has been very popular with their visitors and school
groups. In fact, all of the upcoming school groups have requested Ice Worlds. Wonders of the Universe will be their next
show. Kingman Museum partnered with the Battle Creek Public Schools to host seven free teacher in-service planetarium
shows, one per month from October through April. A total of 65 teachers attended the in-services. They are looking forward to a busy field trip season and summer with their D3 SP2 HD planetarium system!
The Exhibit Museum Planetarium in Ann Arbor continues to hop, despite the economic conditions. The Museum as a whole has had three record-breaking months of public attendance and donations, and the planetarium’s revenue
stands at 135% of planned as of this writing, with two months remaining in the fiscal year. School groups look to finish at
between 80% and 85% of planned. The Elumenati GeoDome Evolver system continues to serve them well. In April, they
tested a new projector that will one day replace their Christie, providing extra resolution, brightness, and color saturation.
The full dome movie Black Holes (DMNS) remains the most popular full-dome offering. The summer show schedule,
which includes weekday and weekend shows, will feature MarsQuest, Origins of Life, and The Zula Patrol: Under the
Weather. A former student and planetarium operator of Matt Linke’s who works for Zula International had a hand in this
show, and is now working on the sequel. Live star talks will also continue to be a strong focus of their program offerings.
A recent grant has allowed the purchase of the full-dome conversion of the classic The Little Star that Could, which is
rendering away currently. In July, they will be adding the five-minute Apollo commemorative (advertised recently on
Full-Dome) to most of their programs. In July, the American Association of Physics Teachers will be conferencing in Ann
Arbor, with plans to use the dome for 3-D demonstrations of physics concepts by conference participants. Lastly, we are
reminded of the good old days, before computers ruled the dome. After a recent update to our video drivers (to make a
blacker sky and sharper image), we found that the new drivers were incompatible with the Uniview platform that pretty
much creates our universe. A very long day full of phone calls and e-mails put things to right, and Matt Linke being gifted
with grey hair. Well, less hair, but more of it is grey. Where is the old Spitz tube pointer when you need it?!
Southfield Vollbrecht Planetarium has closed out a relatively successful Spring 2009 Series. Except for a few
‘nibbles’ and some confirmed private shows, they’ll remain dark throughout the summer. Beginning September 25th, they
wind down 2009 Year of Astronomy by offering their Fall 2009 Series of eight live 90-minute shows, each featuring an
illustrated lecture that draws on their 1,150 stored digital images as well as a star show, door prizes, information handouts,
and Q & A, all under a 30-foot dome and recently refurbished star theater with 70 comfortable seats. Here is a suggestion:
Try to keep NPBCs (non planetarian bean counters) from planning your upgrades whenever possible. Vollbrecht received
a lighting system designed for retail stores that doesn’t dim to black. On a happier note, their next Friday night series begins Sept. 25th and runs through Nov. 20th when their resident old-geezer, Mike Best, will wax eloquently on “The
Whole Shebang,” “The Inner Solar System & Asteroids,” “The Outer Solar System & Comets,” “The Life of a Star,”
“The Milky Way,” “Telescopes, Binoculars & Nebulae,” “The UFO Phenomenon & Searching for ETI,” and “Space Elevators & The Seasons.” The staff heartily invite any and all (dues paid up) GLPA members to attend their shows gratis.
Next January, Cliff Jones will once again mount the podium to deliver their Winter 2010 Series.
In the past year, the Shiras Planetarium has had a significant reduction in the amount of time allotted to the position of Planetarium Director, which is the one and only position at the Shiras Planetarium. Despite the new set of challenges this change has caused, the Shiras Planetarium is still a very viable resource and still offering quality programming
for the schools and communities of the Upper Peninsula. Their annual attendance has suffered this year, but they are busier than ever. Put another way, they schedule as many shows as possible, but the availability is limited. The Shiras Planetarium has offered many new show topics and live talks this year, as well as continued with their full-dome production.
Many of their recent efforts coincide with the IYA topics, and they are pleased to be running the full-dome version of the
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IYA show Two Small Pieces of Glass as a public show for the summer tourism season. They have also
hosted several events and star parties for a variety of groups in support of the IYA monthly themes. The
Shiras Planetarium is now entering its fifth year with the Minolta MediaGlobe projector and still finding new applications for it, developing new programs to utilize both it and the Minolta MS-8 star projector, and amazing audiences in the process. Despite the cutbacks, the positive feedback and demand
for shows continues to grow.
The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium is wrapping up another school year with a lot of school visits
during the month of May. On June 7th, a free 20-minute star talk entitled Summer Jewels of the Milky Way will be presented every half-hour as part of Jackson County’s Rose Festival Party in the Park Celebration. The planetarium has also
scheduled laser shows between July 17-26 using AVI’s Skylase equipment and show libraries of both AVI and LaserDome to offer some new shows to Jackson. Revenue earned from AVI’s Skylase has helped generate enough money to
attend GLPA conferences the past few years and has covered some other promotional costs.
The Abrams Planetarium theater is closed for the summer for renovations. The primary reason for the closure is
to remove the asbestos-based insulation but, as an added bonus, they are receiving a new dome and seating to replace the
45-year-old ones. Shows will return in September.
That’s all from Michigan!

A score of Ohio planetarians convened at Youngstown’s Ward Beecher Planetarium for
their annual meeting on Saturday, April 18th, hosted by Sharon Shanks, Pat Durrell, and Warren Young. Sharon showed the exquisite sky and graphics of the new Goto Chronos star projector and Joyce Towne and Scott Huggins showed the impressive educational capabilities of
the Spitz Sci-Dome HD system. Featured papers included Dale Smith describing scanning
thousands of slides, Roy Kaelin describing a new telescope system that accommodates people
in wheelchairs, Ann Bragg describing the new planetarium she directs at Marietta College,
Adam Lark (Toledo) explaining his recent Masters work on elementary-age student misconception in Newtonian physics, and Diana Ludwig and Doug Fowler (Youngstown) explaining
the new Hyades-Pleiades mural that graces the Ward Beecher Planetarium. Showings of Stars
(from Sudekum) and Two Small Pieces of Glass rounded out the day.
Ohio welcomes Scott Oldfield and Dr. Thomas Oberst to the planetarium community. Tom is the new planetarium person at Westminster College Planetarium, replacing Dr. Sam Lightner, who has retired after 38 years of distinguished service. Tom recently completed his Ph.D. at Cornell with the dissertation topic of “Submillimeter Spectroscopy
of the Carina Nebula.” His work helps extend astronomical observations to a part of the electromagnetic that had not been
explored before in this nebula. Because of the extreme difficulty in making these observations, the measurements were
made from the research station at the South Pole.
Scott Oldfield has taken over for the retired Tom Fagan at the Smith Middle School Planetarium (VandaliaButler City Schools) in Dayton. Scott is hosting elementary classes for their annual visits and middle school students 9weeks at a time, as well as his semester-long high school astronomy students. He’s grateful to Cheri Adams for all the
assistance she’s given him in getting up and running. Scott hopes to start a major fund-raising campaign next year to update the original 40 year-old Goto Venus and Viewlex controls. Until then he is looking forward to the new carpet and
refurbished seats promised him from the recently passed levy money.
Jim Gavio reports that the Erie Planetarium has had a very full schedule this year so far. They were privileged to
be able to talk with astronaut Mike Fincke aboard the ISS once again for about twenty minutes. Initially it was a ham radio event as he flew over California. Then, after he went out of range, he called by satellite phone. Many students and
families took part in this fun event. Jim hopes to see Mike in Erie once again to entertain the crowds at the planetarium
with his adventures. The planetariums’s “Dinner Under the Stars” events continue to be very popular. Visitors from the
Erie area were also treated to many activities for kids as well as adults as the planetarium celebrated National Astronomy
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Day. On hand were many telescopes from the local astronomy clubs, kids activities, meteorites, digital
photography demos, half-price planetarium shows, and Penn State Physics and Astronomy and ISS information. Jim thanks the Erie region’s astronomy community for coming together to get astronomy to the
people.
Cheri Adams reports that Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum of Discovery designed an in-house astronomy exhibit to celebrate IYA 2009 titled “Denizens of the Milky Way: How Humans Came to Understand the Universe,” which is on display through Labor Day. Items from collections on display include Native American
items with celestial designs, meteorites, and a replica of one of Galileo’s telescopes. The themes for the Third Friday evenings of astronomy are Black Holes (in June), Comets and Meteor Showers (in July), and Planetary and Lunar Probes (in
August).
The Bowling Green State University Planetarium, under the direction of Dale Smith, wrapped up its program
year with short encore runs of four past in-house productions — They Found a World of Ice and Beauty (polar exploration, 1996), Water World (history and geology of Earth, 1992), New Worlds? (Columbus and the great explorers, 1992),
and Is This the End of the World? (spatial and millennial end of the world themes, 1999). In early April, the planetarium
produced its 9th biennial handbell concert featuring bell choirs from two area churches.
The new Anderson-Hancock Planetarium at Marietta
College was dedicated on Friday, May 8th. Southeast Ohio’s only
public planetarium, this 40-foot, 102-seat dome features a Goto
Chronos Hybrid opto-mechanical star projector and an Evans &
Sutherland Digistar 3-SP2-HD full dome projection system. The
planetarium’s name honors emeritus professors Drs. Lester Anderson and Whit Hancock of the College’s Physics Department and
was funded by a generous gift from Marietta alumnus David ’78
and Brenda Rickey. The keynote speaker at the dedication was
astronaut Dr. Story Musgrave ’60. Planetarium Director Dr. Ann
Bragg will oversee a busy schedule of public and school programs
and will develop a team of student operators. She ran more than
twelve programs to 1,200 visitors on the opening weekend, including Oasis in Space (Spitz), Secrets of the Sun (E&S), and a live
star
talk using the Chronos. Hundreds of visitors from Ohio and
Dr. Les Anderson, Dave Rickey, & Dr. Whit Hancock
West Virginia (and ranging in age from kindergartners to senior
Photo courtesy of Marietta College
citizens) attended programs in the following week. Bragg commented that the kindergartners were the most fun! With a Ph.D. from Harvard and a commitment to undergraduate and
public education, she recently served on the faculty at Bowling Green State University before moving to Marietta last
year.

The Anderson-Hancock Planetarium
Photo courtesy of Marietta College
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Message from Dave Weinrich: This will be my last message to you as
State Chair, a position I have enjoyed doing for the past several years.
With my additional duties as IPS President Elect, I decided to give some
one else the opportunity to serve in the State Chair position. Effective with
this issue of the GLPA Newsletter, all WIMPS news should go to Dave
DeRemer (dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us). Thanks, Dave, for taking on
this responsibility and for all the contributions you have and continue to
make to GLPA. And please rest assured that even as an IPS officer, I will
always be a WIMP!
At the Mayo High School Planetarium in Rochester, Minnesota, the staff and earth science teachers continue to
meet and develop lessons that integrate the capabilities of the Uniview software in the planetarium and the Magic Planet
digital video globe in the adjoining classroom more directly into presentations that reinforce and explore geologic and
global climate issues.
The Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin will be closing for the summer on June 8th for a
couple of technology projects. Todd DeZeeuw will be replacing one of the Sony CRT projectors with a Barco 808 purchased from Curt Palme and installing a slew-zoom projector purchased from a private party. In addition, he will be modifying some current shows to take advantage of the slew-zoom capabilities. Todd will also be working on updating old
shows, and new show programming for the upcoming school year.
At the MSU Moorhead Planetarium in Moorhead, Minnesota, Dave Weinrich reports that several school and
public shows were canceled due to the Red River flood, but everything is back to normal now. Their summer shows are
live presentations about the current night sky. The topics are “Summer Planets,” “Our Moon,” and “Catch a Falling Star”
for the months of June, July, and August, respectively. During the past nine months, the planetarium has been working
with the ND Council for the Arts and two local school districts. During that time, Native American artists/storytellers
worked with the classes and Dave gave presentations on astronomy. In May, they had a culminating two-day event where
the storytellers presented stories under the dome. Later, they had a public presentation in an auditorium, where astronomical images were projected on a screen during their stories. It was a magical event!
This summer at the Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin, Dave DeRemer and staff will be
running their most successful programs of the past school year for the public (a.k.a. summer reruns). Also this summer,
they will be testing a new DLP projector that promises to render full black. If it works to their satisfaction, it will be installed by mid-summer. New computers will also be installed this summer for video production, office scheduling and
lobby displays.
At the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium in Milwaukee, the planetarium is now presenting Night of the Titanic in
cooperation with “Titanic” museum activities. In June, they will open a new presentation called Ice Worlds.

GLPA List Serve

DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information

To be included in the autumn issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
July.

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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Drag. Drop. Done!

With Digistar 4’s advanced Graphical User Interface, it’s never been easier
to display real time models on the dome. Now there’s no scripting required,
so you can spend your show production time making creative decisions,
changing your mind, and trying new ideas. Watch your show unfold instantly
as you drag and drop objects from Digistar’s library directly onto the dome.
Then play back your show with the click of a mouse. Creating real time
shows has never been easier or more intuitive and has never been this
much fun. Isn’t it time to introduce your theater to the power of Digistar 4?

www.es.com

BULLETIN BOARD
ASTEROID RENAMED FOR RICH PIRKO
The asteroid formerly known as 2000 LS36 has now been renamed “Pirko” in honor of Richard Pirko. If you go
to its JPL web page at http://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/sbdb.cgi?sstr=22105, you can read its designation, as follows:
“Richard G. Pirko (1952-2008) was a producer and space science educator for the Ward Beecher Planetarium at
Youngstown State University. An accomplished photographer, pilot and horse trainer, his passion for astronomy
exposed many college students to new educational experiences.” Its absolute magnitude is 14.4 and its orbital
period is 3.6 years.

Handbell concert at the
Bowling Green State
University Planetarium.
Photo courtesy of Dale
Smith

Group photo at Ohio state meeting. Photo courtesy of Dale Smith
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2009 GLPA CONFERENCE
You are invited to the International Year of Astronomy 45th annual GLPA Conference October 21 - 24, 2009.
Mark your calendars. This will be one not to miss!
The conference will be in beautiful Bay City
Michigan along the Saginaw River. The Double Tree
Hotel, overlooking the river and across the street from
the Delta College Planetarium, will serve as our conference headquarters. We have secured a great room rate of
$109 a night, plus a Quality Inn is right next door as an
alternate.
The Delta College Planetarium and Learning
Center, a satellite campus of Delta College, features
classrooms, a computer lab, a large multipurpose room,
catering kitchen, observation deck, and gift shop. We
specialize in both recorded and live, interactive programs, so there will be something for everyone whether
you’re from a school planetarium, a public museum or
other type of facility. Our planetarium houses a Digistar II with seating for 130 under a 10-degree tilted 50-foot
dome. An exciting event this year will be the debut of Digistar 4 by Evans & Sutherland. Delta College has secured funding for this new system and they promise we will have some form of it installed to show you, possibly with a brand new type of projector.
Guest speakers include Dr. Ron Kaitchuck from Ball
State University with the “Astronomy Update.” Dr. Axel Mellinger from Central Michigan University, who has photographed the entire night sky and created “The New Atlas of
the Stars,” is doing it again in even higher resolution. He’ll tell
us how it’s done. Plus, Dr. Christian Marois from the NRC
Herzberg Institute of Astrophysics in Canada will wow us
with the first actual photos ever taken of planets orbiting other
stars! Dr. Marois led one of two teams that were the first to
actually image exoplanets. See March 2009 Sky & Telescope,
page 22. Of course Friday night’s banquet will feature the annual Spitz Lecture.
Everything is beginning to fall into place for an exciting and worthwhile conference, but we need YOU
to start thinking about presenting a paper and/or poster. Don't forget, this is IYA 2009 and we would all like to
hear about what you've been up to helping to bring astronomy to the world with your students and visitors.
Come network with your colleagues in a beautiful setting. Registration packets should land in your mailbox the
first part of June.
Looking forward to seeing you in Bay City!
Garry Beckstrom
Conference Host
Delta College Planetarium & Learning Center
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GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Merrillville Indiana Middle School
Merrillville, Indiana
April 25, 2009
Present: Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer, Gary Tomlinson, John Schroer, Geoff
Holt, David Hurd, Dale Smith, Dave Weinrich, John Potts, Garry and Janet Beckstrom.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Cheri Adams at 8:50 a.m. CDT. This was followed
by a short review of the meeting agenda.

Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held at Country Springs Hotel and
Resort in Pewaukee, Wisconsin on October 29, 2008, had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and e-mailed to
each member. Gary moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded and carried.
Treasurer’s Report: David Hurd handed out the fiscal mid-year Financial Report for 2008-2009. The Financial
Report was discussed and current allocations from separate fund accounts were included. It was reported that
GLPA is in good financial health. The current balance is $35,735.68 as of April 22, 2009. Dave W. moved that the
Financial Report be approved. The motion was seconded and carried. [Ed. A copy of the mid-year Financial
Report can be found in this issue of the GLPA Newsletter].
Hurd also brought up the fact that GLPA has a scholarship fund and it currently has $50 in it. It was
decided that Cheri will form a committee to look into how these funds can/will be distributed and will report with
Bart about getting information about it in the newsletter.
Expense Reimbursement Forms were distributed to those who needed it.

President’s Report: President Adams thanked the Williams for their hospitality and use of their facilities.
Adams also covered the following items:
• Cheri will work on summarizing the Insurance policy for handbook. This will allow the Executive
Committee, conference hosts and members to have a quick guide to coverage.
• With respect to the “Astronomy Update,” it was also decided that a printed update in addition to the
oral/transcribed update was not necessary as the new “update” lecturer will bring a new flavor to the
association.
• Remembrance policy – It was suggested that a policy be set for remembering GLPA members who have
passed away. The following highlight the policy to be carried out by the president:
o For recognizing members who have passed away, a card will be sent to the family from the
president and information sent to the Newsletter Editor for an obituary.
o For those who have passed away and have been recognized with previous awards (e.g. Fellows,
Honorary Life Members), an asterisk will be placed by their names on any lists on the website
and/or printed lists. The current President, Newsletter Editor, History and Membership chairs will
work in concert to get this done. It was also noted that monetary gifts will not be given.
• Cheri reported about the response on the behalf of GLPA Executive Committee to planetariums and
organizations that have fallen on hard times and about layoffs due to the current economic climate. A letter
was sent through the President to specific organizations with regards to the value of planetarians and our
hopes that they successfully weather this economic distress.
• Nominations for a replacement for Development Chair were discussed. It was suggested that the conference
host from the year before should serve as Development Chair; however, having someone long term would
be advantageous for continuity. In the interim, Dave D. will serve as temporary Development Chair. [Ed.
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•
•

In subsequent actions of the committee after the meeting, Robert Bonadurer volunteered to serve as
GLPA’s Development Chair].
With regard to the Galileo Award, no nominations have been brought to the President at this time. Deadline
is June 1st for letters and supporting materials.
Cheri was also pleased to report that she provided letters of support for two organizations.

President Elect’s Report: John Schroer reported on the following:
•

•

•
•

The Nominations Committee, led by President-Elect John Schroer and consisting of Garry Beckstrom,
Waylena McCully, Dave DeRemer and Susan Button, along with advisors Dale Smith and Gary
Tomlinson, have found many excellent candidates and continue to seek acceptance to run for the positions
of President Elect, IPS representative and Secretary/Treasurer. [Ed. In subsequent actions of the
committee after the meeting, the slate of officers was determined to be Sue Batson, Dayle Brown,
David Leake, and Barbara Williams for President-Elect; John French and Ken Murphy for
Secretary/Treasurer; and Jeanne Bishop for IPS Representative].
Funding of GLPA sponsored shows
o Members expressed that they want more transparency with show production, but it is the board’s
opinion that future show production support will continue to be at the discretion of the Executive
Committee. It was suggested that potential show producers should first seek the advice of the
Education Chair, when the opportunity presents itself. With respect to that, it was also suggested
that GLPA needs a written statement for show submittals and how the process works. Dave D. and
Bob B. have agreed to work on a form and summary for this process.
Geoff and John S will further discuss the possibility of developing a downloadable image database for
materials including library stills, software, panoramas, etc.
John also proposed a committee to look into the standardization for small dome projection options. John
will recruit people to work on this and find out what costs may or may not be associated with this initiative
and to investigate the feasibility and effectiveness of such an initiative

Past President’s Report: Bob Bonadurer reported that the History Committee is going to become more active
and that David DeBruyn is working on a report that will be shared in Bay City, Michigan. Ideas were tossed around
with respect to helping this committee to be more active.

IPS Report: Dave Weinrich reported the following about IPS:
1. IPS Membership is currently 600. The treasury is healthy. 83 out of 198 GLPA members are also IPS
members.
2. 20th IPS Conference is June 26-30, 2010 in Alexandria, Egypt. The website is up and running.
http://www.bibalex.org/IPS2010/home/home.aspx . IPS Officers are aware of and continuing to evaluate
concerns that some members have regarding security in Egypt.
3. Bids for 2012 IPS Conference
A. Ryan Wyatt, Morrison Planetarium, San Francisco, CA.. Dates to be announced.
B. Jon Elvert, Irene Pennington Planetarium, Baton Rouge, LA. Dates are July 22-26, 2012.
The decision for the 2012 conference site will be made at the 2009 IPS Council meeting.
4. IPS Council Meeting July 4 and 5, 2009 in Toulouse, France. Any issues or concerns, please forward them
to Dale or me. Normally, GLPA pays 2/3 of the airfare for the IPS Rep to attend Council during a
nonconference year. IPS pays 1/3. This year IPS will pay 2/3 of the fare for Dave W. as he is an officer as
well as GLPA’s IPS Rep. GLPA’s cost this year will be about $440. In 2011, the GLPA support will go
back to 2/3 support for the new IPS Rep.
5. Spitz Education and Star Partners funds update. Last fall the GLPA Executive Committee voted to pay
$300 to the Spitz fund and $200 to the Star Partners fund. Here is report on their status. Shawn Laatsch
reports that the Spitz fund has a balance of $3,606.47 and the Star Partners fund has a balance of $3,355.77.
He wrote the following to the GLPA Executive Board: “We encourage folks to submit proposals to the
Spitz fund that would benefit the community, so I hope folks will do so. These should be presented at the
council meetings, so folks need to take that timeline into effect.” Shawn Laatsch also reports that “Star
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Partners has been doing well. We have received I would say a 15-20% return on this in regards to return
membership, and there are some places that could not receive materials without this fund, so I really hope
folks will continue.”
6. Other.
A. There is a new Indian affiliate thanks to the hard work of our past IPS presidents and current IPS
President Tom Mason’s attendance at a meeting there in January.
B. IPS President Tom Mason sent a letter to the Cleveland Plain Dealer regarding the layoff of our
two colleagues at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History.
C. IPS Advertising Coordinator position is vacant.
D. Jeff Bowen and his wife Diana increased their planned gift to IPS from $100,000 to $125,000 at
IPS 2008 conference.
E. IYA 2009 links on IPS website
F. New article on IPS website. Planetarium Operations and Management by Mike Murray, IPS
Professional Services Committee Chair.
Dale reported that editorial work and publishing work on The Planetarian is great with the help of
BGSU Planetarium and Sharon Shanks. Proceedings from Chicago are forthcoming with the September
Planetarian. The 2009 IPS directory will be requesting updates from all planetaria soon. Dale is serving
as interim advertising manager for The Planetarian.

Membership Report: John Potts presented the following items for consideration.
1. Update Executive Committee data on the GLPA website
2. Potential “Fellows” candidates for 5 and 10 year members and special nominations. One nomination was
received by a member, however, that nominee has only been a member for 4 years and we will keep the
nomination for consideration for next year. Cheri will inform the nominator of the status with regards to
this nomination.
3. It was decided that GLPA will not release membership data. However, vendors can request up to 2 sets of
mailing labels per year.
4. It was decided that a membership brochure is not necessary, because our presence and purpose is available
on the website.
5. Member Statistics:
Regular status = 147
Student status = 16
Senior status = 12
Honorary status = 23
Total membership for 2008-2009 = 198

Development Report: The Executive Committee discussed some comments from members with regard to
vendor time. The support given by the vendors was recognized as valuable, and the time that each vendor is allotted
is prorated to their level of support. This was deemed as acceptable at this time and no changes are being
considered at this time. Member responses indicate that one-half think that vendor time is “just right” and one-half
report that vendors have too much time. It was decided that we continue as we have in the past.
Publication’s Report: GLPA’s publication chair, Bart Benjamin reported the following:
1. The production of the quarterly GLPA Newsletter continues to run smoothly. We currently have seven
advertisers – a new record! Three of these advertisers have full-page annual contracts – AVI/Konica
Minolta Planetarium, Evans & Sutherland, and Seiler/Zeiss. Three additional advertisers have half-page
annual contracts – Detroit Science Center Planetarium, Digitalis Education Solutions, and GeoGraphics
Imaging & Consulting. One final advertiser – Audio Visual Imagineering – has purchased a full-page ad for
two issues of the newsletter. Collectively, these seven advertisers have earned GLPA a total of $1,605.
2. In the winter, 2008 issue of the GLPA Newsletter, Bart wrote a short article titled “GLPA Newsletter
Evolution,” which described the history of our newsletter. As a sort of “companion piece” to that article,
Bart recently created a PDF document that presents miniature cover illustrations of all 162 issues of the
GLPA Newsletter. This file can be found on the “Newsletter” page of the GLPA website. Bart mentioned
this to our members in his most recent “Editor's Message.”
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3. With the recent GLPA conference reverting back to a GLPA-only event, the production of the 2008
Conference Proceedings was less difficult and was completed and mailed out in January. Nevertheless,
Dale Smith and Bart are requesting that conference hosts re-double their efforts to better communicate the
need for written versions of their invited talks. It’s hard enough to get written versions when our policy is
mentioned at the onset of discussions; it’s nearly impossible to get them when the subject is only broached
after the fact. Doing this would save GLPA money that must be paid for time-consuming transcription and
would make Dale’s editing duties much easier. This issue of the Proceedings marks the 21st issue produced
by Dale Smith.
4. Bart also reported that the logistics of mailing GLPA publications has become much more efficient and ontime, largely thanks to GLPA’s Membership Chair John Potts. Thank you, John!

Education Report: Regarding the National Science Teachers Association Congress which is known as the
National Congress on Science Education (NCSE) and GLPA’s role in it, Dave DeRemer included the following
excerpt from a NSTA report:
National Congress on Science Education
The National Congress on Science Education meets annually and consists of one voting delegate from each of the
94 NSTA Chapters and Associated Groups. The Congress meets to discuss issues and bring forth recommendations
that may be of interest to NSTA and the science education community. Delegates and other local leaders benefit
from attending the summer congress, which provides opportunities to
• Network with other science leaders from the U.S. and Canada;
• Attend leadership workshops to assist them in their association role;
• Represent their members as a voting delegate;
• Attend focus groups to address national issues and formulate debate and adopt resolutions;
• Meet and work with the NSTA elected leaders and staff.
Based on this and the importance of this governing body, Dave proposed that GLPA support two GLPA members
to attend each year. At present, GLPA supports one person to attend the NCSE. Dave presented the following
reasons that it is a far greater advantage for two GLPA members to attend this important event:
1) Better representation on a national scale for GLPA.
2) Greater opportunities for collaboration and discussion among attendees and other Congress delegates and
officials.
3) Better consensus on GLPA’s voting positions
4) Greater opportunities for officials to recognize the importance of informal science education through planetaria.
Therefore, Dave respectfully requests that two members be funded through the GLPA treasury for this
year’s NCSE in Miami, Florida on July 15-18. Funding is already approved for one delegate. To send a second
delegate, Dave expects the additional cost to be approximately $300. It should be noted that NSTA provides a
rebate of $200 for each delegate group.
David H. motioned that the ordinances be changed from “The official liaison to affiliated groups may
request money in his/her budget to attend and represent…” to “The official liaison to affiliated groups may request
money in his/her budget for one or more representatives to attend and represent…” The motion was seconded and
carried.
In view of the amendment, Dave DeRemer requested payment for 2 to attend the July NCSE at a cost of
approximately $1,000 for both. The committee voted unanimously in support of funding Dave D. and another
GLPA representative to go to July’s meeting.
Dave also reported on the progress on the “cosmology” program. It was noted that Todd Slisher is still
interested in working on this project. Gary T. reported that Ron K is also working on a cosmology show and after it
is running, we may be able to revise it for use by GLPA members.

Instructional Materials Report: Geoff Holt reported on both the printed materials and audio/visual materials,
as follows:
Printed Materials. There were no orders paid for by check in the past 6 months, only free electronic orders
and orders paid via PayPal. No new materials were added. There was an $8.75 postage expense for shipping.
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Audio/Visual Materials. Dave Leake has been very busy on the Audio/Visual side of Instructional
Materials. In the past six months, Dave has processed orders for 57 show kits (only one that was slide based), and 7
video DVDs! Wow! Thanks Dave! Twenty-five of those show kits were for Let There Be Night.
In other business, Geoff reported that there are no big changes to report on the web site. However, we do
have new capabilities that are ready to be utilized. For example, progress has been made to enable State Chairs to email planetarians in their area. This system should be up and running this summer. We are also exploring ways to
do photo galleries on our web site.
With respect to the “Live from the Planetarium Project,” Gary Sampson and Geoff Holt will make a
presentation at the WIMPS state meeting in May to promote participation in the project. Gary will also be going
around to planetariums in the Wisconsin area to do some taping of live presenters this spring. It is still our hope to
have a product ready to present at the GLPA conference in the fall. More information about this project can be
found on the GLPA web site. Contact Gary or Geoff if you have any questions or would like to participate.

Conference Planning: Gary Tomlinson reported that State Chairs and the host facility should take more
responsibility to reach out and invite all the area planetarians personally. It is hoped that this will stimulate more
participation in state meetings and will lead to increased participation by others at the annual GLPA conference.
Since the “Trinket Shop” had been closed out, Gary has tasked Todd DeZeeuw to look into pens, shirts and other
items that may be added to the on-line store.
2009 Conference Update: Garry Beckstrom was on hand to discuss the upcoming conference to be held at Delta
College in Bay City, Michigan. The 2009 conference will be held October 21 through October 24, 2009. A tentative
conference schedule was distributed and discussed. (See http://www.delta.edu/planet/). The conference hotel will
be right across the street from the planetarium. Room rates will start at $109/night. Gary T. also passed on
important comments to Garry with regards the upcoming conference.
• The comments on “Important changes in procedures..” were approved including having water on the tables
• Conference photographer receives free registration and meals and is appointed by Conference Planning and
does not have to be an open competition. Dan Goins is currently doing a fine job.
• Amera and John Platt do the pottery for GLPA and when they do so, they receive some compensation
• There should be a “What’s new and different at this conference” heading on the conference forms and a
Presidential announcement at welcoming session of the same items
• Questionnaire questions for 2009 will include questions on Let There Be Night
• Timers will be furnished for paper moderators by Conference Planning
With respect to the Spitz Lecturer, many different names were discussed, and four names surfaced as the
top candidates. These names were rank ordered by a vote and will be contacted according to how they were
selected. With respect to the Update Lecturer, many different names were discussed to present this year’s
Astronomy Update talk. It was decided that Gary Tomlinson would contact Ron Kaitchuck for doing the “update”
in 2009. Finally, Gary also talked about some possible locations for the 2010 conference and an interested host after
2013.
Old Business: Dave DeRemer has agreed to be the new State Chair for Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota.
New Business: It was suggested that interested parties form an ad hoc SIG who can further iron out details on a
“Full Dome committee.” This committee can then bring their ideas to the Executive Committee. With regards to the
interested parties, it was suggested that they host workshops at the annual meetings, and if they feel a committee is
justified, they can talk directly with the President.
• The History Committee will also have a SIG (Special Interest Group) meeting at the 2009 conference (can
be concurrent with the Full Dome SIG)
• The Executive Committee also discussed a request for input by Ron Kaitchuck about a Certificate program
in “Planetarium Management” or “Planetarium Education.” The concept was supported by GLPA and Gary
T. will ask Ron what it can do to help.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. CDT
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J O I N I . P. S .
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in the
world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organization.
If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org

Great Lakes Planetarium Association
Mid-year Financial Report (Fiscal 08-09)
October 1, 2008 – April 22, 2009
Account Summaries
Balance:

Checking Account

10/01/08

Savings Account

$-480.53

$32,852.67

Deposits:

$21,950.12

$2,279.02

Withdrawals/Checks:

$10,977.22

$9,990.00(to chking)

$1.18

$27.19(09) + $73.25(08)

$10,493.55

$25,242.13

Interest:
Ending Balance:
Income
Dues:
Newsletter Advertising:
Additional space:
Check mistake from
public school
GLPA Scholarship Fund
Interest:
Conference Income:
Pay Pal Purchases:

Overall transfer from
savings to checking

Total:

04/22/09

Expenses
Returned check fee
Let there be light:
prod/dist(PHM School)
Exec. Committee Travel:

$830.00
$1,175.00
$35.00
$189.02
$50.00
ck $1.18
saving $100.44
$10,858.89(ck)
$1101.23

Gift for Astronomy Update talk
IPS
State Day Reimbursement:
Conference Seed Money:
Newsletter Printing, Duplication,
Proceedings, Transcribing &
Postage:

$9990.00

$14,340.76

Overall transfer from
savings to checking
Spitz Plaque:
Conference Planning/misc
expenses:

Checks, Postage/Misc office:
Total:
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$45.00
$4990.00
$1055.22
$167.00
Star Part $200.00
Spitz $300.00
$50.00
$
Mirror Images $521.44
Wade Kemp $420.00
BGSU $1403.42
Diana Tussing $157.50
$9,990.00
$30.00
Easels $252.13
Camera $19.25
Food… $1202.73
Tubes/Timers…$153.20
$12.16, 43.17
$10,977.22

Separate Fund
Accounts
Previous Balance:
Revenues:

Printed Materials
$428.49
$0.00

Expenses:

Postage: $8.75

Ending Balance:

$419.74

Audio-Visual
Materials
$5,397.74
Show kit sales*:
$730.00
Total: $730.00
Kit duplication
materials:
$210.89
Shipping:
$235.21
Total: $446.10
$5,681.64

Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________
David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer
* Amount does not include shows purchased using PayPal through the online store.
Shows sold (including those through the online store):
Let There Be Night:
25
Stargazer (slides):
1
Stargazer (digital):
4
Solar System Adventure (digital):
1
Hotter Than Blue:
2
Transit of Venus:
4
Amazing Stargazing:
4
Winter Wonders:
5
Hercules & Other Superheroes:
3
Magical Millennium Show:
2
Space Dreams:
2
Once in a Blue Moon:
3
Saving the Night:
1
Rumplestiltskin DVD:
2
1994 Eclipse DVD:
1
Clyde Tombaugh DVD:
4
Receipts
1. Scripts
2. Resource Materials
3. TIPS Booklets
TOTAL RECEIPTS
Expenditures
1. Postage
$8.75
2. Supplies
3. Printing Costs (total)
$0
(Memorial HS)
(Kinko's)
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $8.75
Account Balance on 10/1/09
ADD Total Receipts
Sub-total (balance + receipts)
SUBTRACT Total
Expenditures
Account Balance on 4/22/09

$0
$0
$0
$0

$428.49
$0
$428.49
$8.75
$419.74
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G L PA E L E C T I O N S
CANDIDATES FOR GLPA OFFICES
At its next conference in October, GLPA will conduct its biennial election. Voting will occur at GLPA’s
Annual Business Meeting on Saturday, October 24th or by absentee ballot following GLPA requirements.
The GLPA Nominations Committee, led by President-Elect John Schroer and consisting of Garry Beckstrom, Waylena McCully, Dave DeRemer and Susan Button, along with advisors Dale Smith and Gary
Tomlinson, respectfully submits to the membership the following candidates for office:

President-Elect:
Susan C. Batson
Dayle L. Brown
David C. Leake
Barbara Williams
Secretary/Treasurer:
John French
Ken Murphy
IPS Representative:
Jeanne E. Bishop

Candidate Background Information
FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT
Candidate Name: Susan C. Batson
Contact Information: North Hills High School Planetarium; North Hills High School; 53 Rochester Road,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15229. Phone: (412) 766-7070 E-mail: batsons@nhsd.net
Member of GLPA for: 15 years
Educational Experience: I have taught secondary school science, including earth and space science, for 29
years at North Hills Junior and Senior High Schools. I have been the Planetarium Director at North Hills for 17
years, teaching a semester-long elective astronomy course for most of that time, along with instructing preschool through adult learners in the school district through planetarium programming. I have instructed quite a
few Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts in Astronomy during those same years.
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Current and Past Service to GLPA: Served as host to the Ohio State Meeting; presented papers and posters
several times at GLPA meetings on Boy Scout and Girl Scout astronomy, creative writing in the planetarium,
and teaching chemistry in the planetarium. Currently developing a workshop on spectroscopy for presentation at
next October’s GLPA conference.
Member of the Following Organizations: IPS, NSTA, PSTA, Solar System Ambassador since 1999, SEPA,
PSEA, NEA, American Chemical Society (ACS) and its Pittsburgh Chem Ed group, Boy Scouts of America
(BSA), member of Muddy Creek Singers Native American Drum.
Honors and Achievements: B.S. Chemistry (cum laude) from Clarion State College, Pennsylvania; received
several mini-grants to further programming in the high school planetarium; Fellow of GLPA; attended NASA
workshops including MyNasaData, Contour, Dawn Programs, Cosmology Short Course, and others; Vigil
Honor member of the Order of the Arrow (BSA); St. George Religious Medal (BSA).
Candidate’s Statement: Since starting my work in the planetarium, I have been getting help from other planetarians. I have never known a group of people so dedicated to helping one another with the common goal of
educating children and adults. I have always been impressed that in this organization, there is little of the competitive back-stabbing I have seen elsewhere. Planetarians in schools and museums large and small are very
willing to go out of their way to help someone make astronomy accessible to interested people everywhere. After 15 years of taking advice and assistance from others, I feel it is my turn to help new planetarians and to
maintain the integrity of the GLPA organization. I am honored to be asked to continue this tradition.
Candidate Name: Dayle L. Brown
Contact Information: Pegasus Productions ; 6109 Tamerlane Drive; South Bend, Indiana 46614
Phone: (574) 217-8557 E-mail: DayleDavid@comcast.net Website: www.pegasusproductions.net
GLPA Member for: 25 years
Educational Experience: BA in Education w/ endorsement in Sp. Ed. (EMR), Ball State University, Muncie,
Indiana (1969); MS in Education, Ball State University (1974); Endorsement, General Science (K-9), Ball State
University (1984).
Current and Past Service to GLPA: Attended 19 GLPA Conferences and 6 State Meetings (co-hosted 1);
Presented 16 workshops; Presented 8 papers; Presented 3 posters; IPS Rep ’92 – ‘95; Hosted 5 Executive Council meetings; IPS Representative; Established “Mobile News Network” column for GLPA Newsletter, ’92.
Member of the following Organizations: Chairman of Portable Planetarium Group (past); International
Planetarium Society; Michiana Astronomical Society; Indiana State Teachers Association (ISTA); Hoosier Association of Science Teachers, Inc. (HASTI); National Education Association (NEA); Northern Indiana Artists,
Inc. (NIA); St. Joe Valley Watercolor Society; South Bend Museum of Art.
Honors and Achievements: Publication of Skylore from Planet Earth: stories from around the world…
MILKY WAY (AuthorHouse) 2008; Published article – “Skylore in the Classroom” (pp. 77-80) in The Hoosier
Science Teacher, Journal of the Hoosier Association of Science Teachers, Spring 2007; “Phaethon’s Path”
Merit Award, NIA Juried exhibit, South Bend, Indiana; Artwork “The Ice Maidens” (Pleiades) from Skylore
from Planet Earth: stories from around the world…PLEIADES featured on cover of Planetarian, Journal of the
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International Planetarium Society, September, 2006; Publication of Skylore from Planet Earth: stories from
around the world…PLEIADES (AuthorHouse); Individual Artist Projects (IAP) Grant from the Indiana Arts
Commission; Honorable Mention for Juried Art Show “Ice Maidens” (2005); Publication of: Skylore from
Planet Earth: stories from around the world…ORION. AuthorHouse (2004); Awarded “A Week in Italy” as a
Starlab Instructor (2003); On-site co-director for POPS Summer Institutes, Lawrence Hall of Science, University of California, Berkeley, California (1993 & 1994); “Top 5” Science Teachers in Indiana (1992); Awarded
Fellow of GLPA (1991); Awarded “Teacher Creativity Fellowship” for planetarium education by the Lilly Endowment (1987)
Candidate’s Statement: GLPA has been more than a professional organization for me these past 25 years. It is
family. The members of this family make me proud to be a planetarian. They provide the structure, support, encouragement, and creativity to make us all better at what we do. GLPA is respected and admired the world
around for these qualities and more.
It is such an honor to be considered for an office in this wonderful organization. If elected, I will apply
myself to paying back for all the past deeds of kindness and support…and to paying forward for all the fresh
new planetarians entering our profession.
Candidate Name: David C. Leake
Contact Information: William M. Staerkel Planetarium; Parkland College; 2400 West Bradley Avenue;
Champaign, Illinois 61821. Phone: (217) 351-2567 E-mail: dleake@parkland.edu
GLPA member for: 20 years (Fall, 1989)
Educational Experience: Ed. M. in Continuing and Secondary Education (Science Education emphasis), University of Illinois (1995); B.S. in Physics, University of Illinois (1983)
Member of the following Organizations: International Planetarium Society, Astronomical Society of the Pacific, Illinois Section of the American Association of Physics Teachers, Champaign-Urbana Astronomical Society (co-founder, currently IYA coordinator), International Dark Sky Association, Museums at the Crossroads
Consortium (currently president), University of Illinois Alumni Association (life member).
Honors and Achievements: Currently co-chair Parkland College accreditation effort (for 2012 site visit);
Voted by colleagues as assistant-to-the-chair for three one-year terms under three new department chairs; Illinois Community College Trustees Association “Most Outstanding Faculty Member” in Illinois (1995); GLPA
Fellow (1994); GLPA Audio/Visual curator since 2002; Writes a weekly “This Week’s Prairie Skies” for the
local newspaper (since 2006); contributor to the “Midwest Today Radio Edition” radio show (since 2005); and
co-host of “Surrounded By Science” television show on Parkland College Television.
Candidate Statement: I wasn’t sure if the time was right for someone from Illinois to be running for GLPA
president. While we do have an Illinoisan currently in the White House, we also have one governor in prison
and quite possibly another on the way for attempting to “sell” President Obama’s senate seat. Well, if elected,
you have my word that I will most certainly not put the IPS Representative’s position up for the highest bidder!
Seriously, though, it is an honor to be considered for leadership in such a prestigious group. I was hired
literally three weeks before the Staerkel Planetarium hosted GLPA in 1989 and frankly, I did not know what the
letters G.L.P.A. stood for as people were arriving! So, if you attended that meeting and saw my “deer in the
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headlights” look, it was real! But it was a wonderful introduction for me and, in the last 20 years, I’ve made a
lot of friends . . . including even a few Packer fans!
I have been asked to comment on where I would like to see our organization go in the next 5-6 years.
That is a very daunting question! When I think of GLPA, two words come to mind: “teaching” and “resource.”
On the teaching side, I am very proud of the attention and resources our organization devotes to education. To
me, that is key and I would like to see that continue. In that same vein, GLPA is a resource for our members, no
matter the size of their facility. We have the Image Bank, the TIPS Booklets, the script bank and our show kits,
just to name a few examples.
As I write this statement, my own facility is in the process of converting to a full-dome digital system. In
this major switch, not only in projection technology, but in the entire planetarium operation, decisions can be
kind of scary! Once again, I think GLPA can help! I have personally relied quite a bit on the advice of my colleagues. I’d like see this help more formalized to assist those who may be considering a full-dome system and
maybe can’t afford it. What projection systems are out there? Which are best for certain dome sizes? What
items should be considered in the contract? What are the maintenance costs? What are some good funding
sources? I think GLPA can address these and other questions to ease the transition of our member institutions,
not to recommend vendors, but as a clearinghouse of information. And let us not forget our members for which
a full-dome system isn’t in the cards; they need our help and support, too! From a hardware and software standpoint, I think it is an important time for GLPA. And no matter what you’re using to teach, it all comes back to
education. In a time that features megapixels and contrast ratios, let us never lose that focus.
Candidate Name: Barbara Williams
Contact Information: Merrillville Community Planetarium; 2692 West 65th Avenue; Merrillville, Indiana
46410 Phone: (219) 887-5978 E-mail: barbwill@aiagrp.net
GLPA member for: 24 years
Educational Experience: BSBA from Valparaiso University in May 1983.
Current and Past Service to GLPA: Conference Planning Co-Chair and Executive Committee member 19881991; Annual Conference Host 1987 and 2006; Indiana State Planetarium Meeting Host 1985, 1999, and
2009; Co-Editor of GLPA Sourcebook in 1988 and 1989; Helped with registration for the Annual Conference in
Nashville, Indiana in October 1998; Hosted the Executive Committee Meeting in the spring of 1987, 2005,
2006, and 2009.
Member of the Following Organizations: IPS (2008 to present); Indiana CPA Society (1987 to present); Association of Government Accounts (AGA) (1996 to present); Church Memorial Foundation (2002 to present).
Honors and Achievements: GLPA Fellow 1991, Certified Public Accountant (CPA) June 1987, Certified
Government Finance Manager (CGFM) August 1996.
Candidate's Statement: I was honored when asked to run for President of GLPA. I have attended every
GLPA Conference since 1985. I volunteer at the Merrillville Community Planetarium where my husband Gregg
is the Director. For the GLPA Conference each year, we bring middle and high school students to 1) see other
planetariums, 2) meet others who work in the planetarium field, 3) experience a professional conference, and 4)
obtain real life experience outside the classroom.
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I have found GLPA members to be very friendly and helpful over the years. I wish to give back something to the Association since I have been received so well as a volunteer in our planetarium and GLPA.
I believe that my experience in a K-12 school-based planetarium will allow me to represent the membership of GLPA and that my background in governmental accounting will help me provide leadership for the Association.

FOR SECRETARY/TREASURER
Candidate Name: John French
Contact Information: Abrams Planetarium; Michigan State University; East Lansing, Michigan 48824.
Phone: (517) 355-4676 E-mail: frenchj@msu.edu
GLPA member for: about 8 years
Educational Experience: B.S. in Astronomy from Penn State University (1984); M.S.-Ed in Secondary Education from Duquesne University (1988).
Member of the following Organizations: IPS, DUG.
Honors and Achievements: DUG 2003 Digistar-II 1st place demo winner; MSU Department of Physics and
Astronomy Outreach Award 2008.
Candidate's Statement: I would be honored to serve GLPA as Secretary/Treasurer. I have been working in the
planetarium field since 1988. My first job was to present shows in the Buhl Planetarium's Starlab, to schools in
and around western Pennsylvania. My first planetarium conference was a MAPS conference in Wheeling, West
Virginia. Ever since then, I've been impressed and awed with the ability of the planetarium community to help
other planetarians and their unhesitating willingness to share valuable experiences. As GLPA Secretary/
Treasurer, I would strive to continue the tradition by helping to make the Great Lakes Planetarium Association
prosper and thrive.

Candidate Name: Ken Murphy
Contact Information: Southwest Minnesota State University Planetarium; c/o 1303 Englewood Road; Marshall, Minnesota Phone: (507) 537-6173 E-mail: Ken.Murphy@smsu.edu
GLPA member for: 11 years
Educational Experience: Ph.D., North Dakota State University; M.S., North Dakota State University; B.E.T.,
Southwest State University
Current and Past Service to GLPA: Attended nearly all conferences since membership began. Volunteered
to digitize several GLPA shows and Minneapolis Planetarium shows that were made available to GLPA members.
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Member of the Following Organizations: I.P.S.; AAPT (American Association of Physics Teachers); GPPA
(Great Plains Planetarium Association); WIMPS (Wisconsin-Iowa-Minnesota Planetarium Society).
Honors and Achievements: GLPA Fellow Award recipient, Mentor Scholarship Teaching Award, Success
Coach Award.
Candidate Statement: Over the years, I have benefited greatly from the people and resources offered by
GLPA. I am encouraged and motivated by the generous contributions of others in the organization and would
like to offer my time and talents in contributing and improving the organization. I would be honored to be given
the opportunity of working with David Hurd (current Secretary/Treasurer) in seeking ways to improve and
streamline the work and role of Secretary/Treasurer.

FOR IPS REPRESENTATIVE
Candidate Name: Jeanne E. Bishop
Contact Information: Westlake Schools Planetarium; c/o 3180 Oakwood Lane; Westlake, Ohio 44145
Phone: (440) 871-5293 E-mail: JeanneEBishop@wowway.com
GLPA member for: 40 years (from its inception)
Educational Experience: Ph.D., University of Akron; M.S., University of Pittsburgh; B.S., Kent State University
Current and Past Service to GLPA: President, 1999-2000; Served many years as Chair of Education Committee and initiator of TIPS Booklets; GLPA Newsletter Editor from late-1985 through 1987; Have given papers
and/or workshops at every conference; Conference photographer for several years.
Member of the Following Organizations: Great Lakes Planetarium Association; I.P.S. (from its inception. I
served two terms as Executive Secretary and President of IPS); ASP (Astronomical Society of the Pacific);
NSTA (National Science Teachers Association); NAGT (National Association of Geology Teachers); Cleveland Astronomical Society (I served as President, Secretary, Newsletter Editor, and Program Chair); Cleveland
Geological Society; Delta Kappa Gamma (Women Education Honorary).
Honors and Achievements: GLPA Galileo Award; GLPA Fellow; IPS Service Award; ASP Thomas Brennan
Award for High School Astronomy Teaching; Martha Holden Jennings Master Teacher Award; NSTA Ohaus
and AGA first-place project awards; Ohio finalist science and math Presidential award; textbook author.
Candidate Statement: I know that IPS is in excellent hands with GLPA’s own Dave Weinrich as President,
and I would like to assist him as well as help GLPA by serving as the GLPA Representative. Both GLPA and
IPS are important faces of the planetarium profession. Each enhances the other. When IPS is either honored or
has problems, a judgment for the IPS action is reflected onto regions and individual planetariums. Further, our
strong GLPA has the capacity, and I think a moral obligation, to assist struggling planetarium groups in other
countries with advice and more, as it has in the past with projects by Alan Pareis and Dave Weinrich. I would
be honored to have the chance to help both GLPA and IPS by serving as the GLPA Representative to IPS for
the next two years.
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VOLUME IV, NUMBER 2
SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1969
(12 pages in length)
GLPA’s 12th newsletter and the second issue of 1969 contained the following articles and columns:
☼ The cover story was a two-page article by Morton Mattson (Michigan Community College in Lansing)
titled “The Planetarium as an Entertaining Educational Medium — a Response.” In his reply to an earlier column by Dave DeBruyn, Mr. Mattson wrote that “in today’s complex world, we cannot be satisfied to tailor our programs only to those “truly interested in what we have to offer.” With quotes from
Ian McLennan, Bertrand Russell, Arthur Koestler, Joseph Wood Krutch, and Isaac Asimov, Mattson
urges the planetarium community to “be more active in our attempts to communicate more meaningfully
with more of our citizens.”
☼ John Chrisian of the Longway Planetarium is now Editor of The Projector. Mr. Chrisian is assembling
material for a second issue, which he hopes will be published in time for the fall conference.
☼ MAPS member Norman Dean provided a cartoon titled “The Ideal Planetarium Man.” Its primary features included an extra arm for auxiliary consoles, a set of his own tools carried on his jacket, a conservative tie, an ear with an on-off switch, fast dilating pupils, automatic timing device, and teeth capable
of chewing pizza in elementary school cafeterias. [Ed. I wonder how Mr. Dean would have drawn the
Ideal Planetarium Woman. Such a cartoon speaks to the once male-dominated planetarium profession].
☼ The final installment of “Music in the Planetarium” provided another “tasteful and extensive list” of musical compositions and composers for use in the planetarium. The list was adapted from a similar list
originally published in the Griffith Observer in April of 1968.
☼ The six remaining pages of the summer newsletter were devoted to the August 1, 1969 GLPA Membership List, which had 121 names.
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VOLUME XXIV, NUMBER 2 SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1989
(12 pages in length)
GLPA’s 83rd newsletter and the second issue of 1989 contained the following articles and columns:
☼ A cover illustration by Triton College’s graphic designer Sam Tolia celebrated the 20th anniversary of
Apollo 11. GLPA President Steve Bishop’s President’s Message remembered how he (a high school student
at the time) had traveled with his family from Minnesota to Florida to witness the launch of Apollo 11.
Steve recalled “sitting in a beach-side motel in St. Petersburg, transfixed by flickering images of mankind’s
first steps on another world.” [Ed. . . . and this summer (2009) marks the 40th anniversary of the same pivotal moment in history].
☼ A Bulletin Board news item mentioned that Dave DeBruyn recently celebrated 25 years at the Grand Rapids
Public Museum. A staff-sponsored surprise party marked this personal milestone. [Ed. . . . and 20 years
later, Dave is still at the Grand Rapids Public Museum and was the Armand Spitz speaker in 2005].
☼ Carl Wenning of the Illinois State University Planetarium is now sponsoring a planetarium section on an
Illinois Computer Bulletin Board. Four communication parameters exist, the fastest of which are 1200 and
2400 Baud.
☼ The Koch Planetarium in Evansville, Indianan recently celebrated its 30th anniversary with a 2,000 square
foot exhibit featuring meteorites, space education artifacts, a 22-foot Moon mural, a U.S. manned mission
patch collection, and a history of the planetarium display. [Ed. Twenty years later, the Koch Planetarium
recently celebrated its 50th anniversary. A new immersive theater at the Evansville Museum is expected to
open in 2011].
☼ The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will be celebrating its 25th anniversary this fall. [Ed. . . . which
means that Abrams will celebrate its 45th anniversary in the fall of 2009].
☼ A preview of the 1989 fall conference in Champaign, Illinois was offered. A demonstration by the National
Center of Supercomputing Applications, talks by Randii Wesson about the Voyager flyby of Neptune, and a
Spitz lecture by Dr. Roy Gallant were the named highlights. [Ed. The 1989 conference was also the first
time that GLPA heard Dr. James Kaler’s Astronomy Update, which would later become a prominent highlight in conference preview materials].
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2008-09:

Parallel Universe Sponsors ($4,000+)
Evans & Sutherland
Sky-Skan, Inc.

www.es.com/ &

Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com/
www.skyskan.com/

Universe Sponsors ($1,500 - $3,999)
Ash Enterprises International, Inc.
The Elumenati
Digitalis Educational Solutions, Inc.
Bowen Technovation
Zeiss/Seiler Instrument
Mirage 3D

www.ash-enterprises.com/
www.elumenati.com/
www.digitaliseducation.com
bowentechnovation.com/planetarium

www.zeiss.de/planetariums
www.mirage3d.nl

Galaxy Sponsors ($750 - $1,499)
Dome 3D
Space Telescope Science Institute
Global Immersion
GOTO, Inc.

www.dome3d.com
hubblesource.stsci.edu
www.globalimmersion.com/
goto.co.jp/english/index.html

Solar System Sponsors ($500 - $749)
Audio Visual Imagineering
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.
East Coast Control Systems
Loch Ness Productions
Detroit Science Center
SCISS—Uniview
Clark Planetarium
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.

www.av-imagineering.com/
konicaminolta.com/kmpl/
www.eastcoastcontrol.com/
www.lochnessproductions.com/
www.sciencedetroit.org/
www.sciss.se
clarkplanetarium.org
www.astro-tec.com/

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A.,
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2009.
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Star Cluster Bursts Into Life in New Hubble Image
Thousands of sparkling young stars are nestled within the giant nebula NGC 3603.
This stellar “jewel box” is one of the most massive young star clusters in the Milky
Way Galaxy.
NGC 3603 is a prominent star-forming region in the Carina spiral arm of the Milky
Way, about 20,000 light-years away. This latest image from NASA’s Hubble Space
Telescope shows a young star cluster surrounded by a vast region of dust and gas.
The image reveals stages in the life cycle of stars. Powerful ultraviolet radiation
and fast winds from the bluest and hottest stars have blown a big bubble around the
cluster. Moving into the surrounding nebula, this torrent of radiation sculpted the
tall, dark stalks of dense gas, which are embedded in the walls of the nebula. These
gaseous monoliths are a few light-years tall and point to the central cluster. The
stalks may be incubators for new stars.
On a smaller scale, a cluster of dark clouds called “Bok” globules resides at the
top, right corner. These clouds are composed of dense dust and gas and are about
10 to 50 times more massive than the Sun. Resembling an insect’s cocoon, a Bok
globule may be undergoing a gravitational collapse on its way to forming new
stars.
The nebula was first discovered by Sir John Herschel in 1834. The image spans
roughly 17 light-years and was taken December 29, 2005 with the Advanced Camera for Surveys.

Image credit:
NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage (STScI/AURA)-ESA/Hubble Collaboration
Acknowledgment:
J. Maíz Apellániz (Institute of Astrophysics of Andalucía, Spain)

Autumnal Equinox Greetings! The summer GLPA Newsletter was full of state news indicating that many planePRESIDENT’S taria had full summer schedules. I hope your projects and
programs were well attended and enthusiastically reMESSAGE
ceived. If your school planetarium was closed for the
summer, I hope you had time to relax, catch your breath
Cheri Adams
and are ready to tackle the new year.
Although I always feel the summer passes way too
quickly, I don’t regret its fading. The annual GLPA fall
conference will be here shortly. I appreciate the time to reenergize, learn what’s new in astronomy, check out
the great products showcased by our vendors, attend well thought-out and engaging talks by speakers and our
colleagues, meet new members of our profession and rekindle friendships that have been forged through the
years.
The Saginaw River and Bay City, Michigan is the lovely backdrop for the upcoming conference. Garry
Beckstrom, his lovely wife Janet, and Garry’s staff at the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center have
worked countless hours to set the stage for another wonderful GLPA conference. Garry has lined up a host of
wonderful speakers: Dr. Ron Kaitchuck of Ball State University, Dr. Christian Marois of the NRC Herzberg
Institute of Astrophysics in Canada, Dr. Axel Mellinger of Central Michigan University, and Ken Miller, who
will be this year’s Armand Spitz lecturer.
Elections for GLPA offices of President-Elect, Secretary/Treasurer and IPS Representative will take
place at the Business Meeting of the fall conference. Please take the time to read the candidate background information available in the summer GLPA Newsletter at http://www.glpaweb.org/glpa-news-su09.pdf.
So as IYA 2009 moves forward and Jupiter continues to shine brightly in the autumn sky, I hope it lights
your way to Bay City, Michigan. I look forward to seeing you there.

Happy Autumnal Equinox!
Beginning on October 21st, Bay City, Michigan will serve
EDITOR’S
as host to the 45th annual conference of the Great Lakes
MESSAGE
Planetarium Association. As you will read on page 4 of
this issue, Garry Beckstrom and everyone associated with
Bart Benjamin
the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center will be
working hard to make this a wonderful conference. I hope
to see you there!
In addition to the latest conference details, the latest updates of which may be found by visiting GLPA’s
conference webpage at http://www.glpaweb.org/conference.htm, this issue of the GLPA Newsletter also includes the final IPS Update by GLPA’s IPS Representative Dave Weinrich (on page 14) and my latest “GLPA
40-20” column, which looks back at GLPA’s history through the pages of its longstanding newsletter.
Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2009. Please
submit your facility report to your State Chairperson by late-October. Once again, please take note that my email address is bbenjami@triton.edu. Recently, a few members sent messages to my old “triton.cc.il.us” domain
name, which should forward to my current e-mail address . . . but sometimes does not.
Have a nice late-summer and autumn. Take a peek at Jupiter in the evening sky. See you in Bay City!
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2009 GLPA CONFERENCE
By Conference Host Garry Beckstrom
The 2009 GLPA annual conference in beautiful Bay City, Michigan will be October 21 - 24, 2009 and is rapidly approaching.
Early registration deadline is September 18. Late registration ends
October 9!
The conference theme will be the International Year of Astronomy and will begin on Wednesday with a light dinner reception at the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center. You’ll
experience our own “Dr. Slime” and an opportunity to explore behind the scenes in our 50-foot tilted domed theater. We have vendors requesting dome time to show off their stuff. It’s always exciting to see what’s new this year. We will round out the evening
with some of their demonstrations.
Thursday marks the official welcome to the conference and
we begin our sessions in earnest. Please consider presenting a paper or poster and let us all know what you’ve
been up to bringing astronomy to the world through your students and visitors during IYA 2009! The deadline
for paper and poster submissions is September 18th. Seven outstanding workshops are being offered this year
covering a wide range of topics. Plus, all workshops are free! Since we at the Delta College Planetarium specialize in both preprogrammed and live interactive programs, we plan to show you examples of both during the
conference. We hope to have something of interest to everyone!
We have an impressive line-up of speakers for this year’s conference. Dr. Axel Mellinger from Central
Michigan University is one of the world’s foremost astrophotographers and has twice photographed the entire
sky! Dr. Christian Marois from the NRC Herzberg Institute of Astrophysics led one of the first teams to actually
photograph exoplanets! Dr. Ron Kaitchuck from Ball State University, an active researcher, will enlighten us
with the annual Astronomy Update. Finally, GLPA’s own Ken Miller will inspire us as the Spitz Lecturer at Friday night’s banquet.
All conference events will be at either the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center or right across
the street at the Doubletree Hotel. We are in the heart of Downtown Bay City and convenient to everything.
Don’t forget about your room reservations at the Doubletree Hotel Bay City – Riverfront. Conference
room rates are $109 plus 8% tax for all rooms (single, double, one bed or two). The block of rooms we have
reserved will be released on September 30 and we can’t guarantee you’ll get the conference rate after that. Call
the Doubletree directly at (989) 891-6000 and mention you will be attending the Great Lakes Planetarium Association conference. Those traveling by air to MBS (Midland, Bay City, Saginaw) International Airport should
contact the Doubletree Hotel to arrange for a shuttle.
If you didn’t receive your own, you can download a complete registration packet from the GLPA website at http://www.glpaweb.org/conference.htm. Keep checking the website as we will continually update the
conference information. Check the website prior to coming to the conference for any last minute updates.
If you have questions about registration or lodging contact Janet Wood at the planetarium, (989) 6672260 or jlwood@delta.edu. You can direct all other conference questions to me at (989) 667-2270 or
gfbeckst@delta.edu.
Our staff is looking forward to hosting all of you for a great conference. See you in October!
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Open to Possibilities

The graphics engine in Digistar has been completely redesigned from the ground up to make
it more flexible than ever. Digistar 4 is built upon open architecture. Custom plug-ins allow
Digistar 4 to speak the native language of virtually any scientific data set and visualize this
data on the dome in real time. Now the stars are no longer the limit to what you can explore.
How about other sciences like medicine, chemistry, geology, meteorology... But that’s just
scratching the surface. With Digistar 4 the possibilities are wide open.

www.es.com
digistar4@es.com

S TAT E N E W S
The William M. Staerkel
Planetarium at Parkland College in Champaign will open
Two Small Pieces of Glass after Labor Day, along with Fall
Prairie Skies and Teddy’s
Quest. In November, they will
bring back Santa’s Secret Star
and Rites of the Season. Their
“World of Science” Lecture
Series is set for this fall, with
talks on alternative energy, tornadoes, and the sunspot cycle. The latter subject matter will be given by Jim Kaler on December 4th. The
local astronomical society will continue its park tour
with telescopes in late August and September.
This fall, the Lakeview Museum of Arts &
Sciences planetarium will be presenting Extreme
Planets, Summer & Fall Skies, Dawn of the Space
Age, Two Small Pieces of Glass and Amazing Astronomers of Antiquity plus laser light shows from
AVI & Laserdome in November. The staff is also
starting a new series, paired with local wineries titled
“Wine, Cheese & Lasers under the Stars.” These
shows will be for adults over 21 only, by advance reservation. The presentations will include a section on
the current sky, finding the planets, one of our feature
selections, the Uniview Experience, and (in November) selections from their laser light shows.
In observance of the International Year of Astronomy, the Cernan Earth and Space Center on the
campus of Triton College hosted Galileo (below, as
portrayed by Mark
Thompson) for its
annual “Big Event.”
Members
were
transported back
exactly 400 years to
hear the words, wisdom, and music of
the “the Father of
Modern Science.”

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Michael Narlock
Cranbrook Institute of Science
39221 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303
(248) 645-3235
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
S14 W28167 Madison Street
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188
(262) 896-8423
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us
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Chuck Bueter and others crossed the Indiana line to present astronomy under a dome and under the
firmament at the YMCA AstroCamp in Three Rivers, Michigan. Those who stayed up all night saw
every planet except Mercury, as well as the recent impact site on Jupiter. Chuck is also coordinating
a Telescope Renaissance in late August, where people can bring out their underused telescopes for
evaluation and some hands-on instruction, or donate them to other potential users. Results from the
Let There Be Night program, which received support from the GLPA, are noted on the August 17th
podcast at www.365daysofastronomy.org.

Fall is upon us and soon the leaves will be changing color once again. This time
of year is especially busy for planetarians.
At the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium, after the last program
was presented on August 5th, the doors were closed and the power was turned
off. On August 6th, the staff began clearing out the old projection equipment to
make way for the new Digistar 4 laser system. The planetarium will reopen to
general audiences on Saturday, September 19th with a day of free programs featuring The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket, Stars of the Pharaohs, and their
own autumn stargazing show Galileo's Skies.
Since the D3 SP2 HD planetarium system was installed at Kingman
Museum in October of 2008, over 4,000 people have seen a planetarium show
or star talk! Many of these people are school-aged children participating the
21st Century Community Learning Center Program with the Battle Creek Public Schools. Since the 2008 fiscal
year, museum attendance is up over 70 percent, membership has tripled, and school groups are up — proof that
the planetarium is drawing people into the museum. Kingman Museum is currently showing the Evans and
Sutherland produced planetarium show Stars of the Pharaohs. In September, they will begin showing the International Year of Astronomy show Two Small Pieces of Glass. They will also resume star parties this fall. All of
the students attending summer programs at the museum were able to see at least one planetarium show. In addition, they hosted a three-day-a-week, four-week-long program for middle school students participating in Battle
Creek’s 21sst Century Community Learning Center’s summer program. Kingman Museum’s participation in
this program focused on space education. The lessons were aligned to meet the needs of their summer school
writing curriculum and some of their math requirements. The students watched a different planetarium show
each week and participated in demonstrations and hands-on activities such as making a scale solar system
model, writing reflections on the planetarium shows, and calculating how high they could jump on other bodies
in our solar system. The middle school program averaged of 85 students a day.
In Marquette, the Shiras Planetarium had a very busy summer with many of their shows selling out in
step with the tourism season. They ran the IYA show Two Small Pieces of Glass while handing out free NASA
buttons and bookmarks in July and August. Audiences were very complimentary. For the public, they will run
their in-house conversion of the Icy Worlds show kit from the Science Museum of Virginia in September. In
October (per Halloween tradition), they will present their in-house production of War of the Worlds. Finally, in
November before the holiday season hits, the beautiful, new Nature of Science program from the Ott Planetarium will be shown. As always, every show starts with a tour of the sky tonight and any special events happening
in each particular month. As the days grow shorter, they will partner up with the local astronomy club to offer
more telescope events to commemorate IYA. They also strengthened their partnership with the local NASA resource center this summer and will offer free NASA educational materials to visiting school teachers during
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field trip visits. Another development is their change in field trip times to emphasize afternoon
show times instead of morning time slots. This change is aimed to bolster attendance from
many of the area elementary schools that have conflicts in the mornings. They look forward to
another great school year coming up.
The staff at Southfield’s Vollbrecht Planetarium is “on the blocks” and ready to start
its fall 2009 series of eight, live, 90-minute astronomy lecture/star shows. The series runs on
Fridays from September 25th through November 20th (skipping Oct. 23 for GLPA-Bay City). The staff will offer a different illustrated lecture each evening drawing from 1,000+ digital images, plus door prizes, information
handouts, and Q&A all under a 30-foot dome. The staff is still luxuriating from a 2006 $50K renovation that
produced new A/C, furnace, painting, vinyl floor tiles, 70 upholstered seats, and upgraded lighting.
The Exhibit Museum Planetarium will be upgrading its projector this fall. Moving to a much smaller
and lower Canon projector will alleviate line-of-sight issues with the current 180x360 lens. The higher resolution, brightness, and color saturation improvements speak for themselves. Our fall show series will open with
Two Small Pieces of Glass, MarsQuest, live star talks, and several new or re-built school shows. In November,
the staff will offer free showings of the full-dome movie Our Cells, Ourselves, a short program for National
Diabetes Month that covers the evolution of the human immune system, and type 1 diabetes in children.
The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium is debuting a few new full-dome school-focused programs as well as working on a few secret side projects that they hope to announce shortly. Astronomy Camp is
once again sold out for the last week in August, right before school stars.
The Dassault Systèmes Planetarium in Detroit has been busy, conducting audience surveys of their
new sky show What’s Up? – Your Guide to the Night Sky. These surveys are being conducted to find out what
their audiences are seeking when they attend sky shows, and how to make the experience a more enjoyable one
for audiences. The surveys, overseen by Planetarium Manager Jenny Pon, have already supplied their team with
some surprising insights into their audiences’ expectations. Their next show Two Small Pieces of Glass, opening on September 12th, is the traditional version of the show, with a great deal of video. Planetarium Education
Coordinator John Schroer conducted a “Build Your Own Telescope” class with members of the Ford Amateur
Astronomy Club, using the IYA Galileoscope kits along with Wil Tirion’s and Brian Skiff’s Bright Star Atlas
2000.0. John is also a member of the Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs, which is preparing for the
largest public star party in Michigan – the 13th annual “Astronomy at the Beach” – taking place on Maple

GLPA List Serve

DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information

To be included in the winter issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
October.

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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Beach inside Kensington Metropark on September 25th and 26th. Featuring dozens of amateur astronomers and
their telescopes and binoculars, presentations by local university and amateur astronomers, the keynote talk will
be presented by Bob Naeye, Editor-in-Chief of Sky and Telescope magazine.
The July 4th Fireworks Fundraiser at the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center was a success once again with the event being sold out for the 12th year in a row! It is also the 12th year in a row that
they weren’t rained out! Money raised goes into the planetarium’s endowment fund. All their efforts are now
focused on hosting the GLPA conference in October. You’re coming, right? Their staff has already begun daily
chants to bring great weather to this beautiful setting for this year’s conference. In the meantime, they’ll be
showing Garfield: A Cat for all Seasons in September, and Two Small Pieces of Glass opens in October and
will run until the holiday season. Right before and right after the conference they will also be showing Halloween Spooktacular, which partly utilizes a SkyLase laser projection system from Audio Visual Imagineering.
See you in October!

The Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums gathered for its annual picnic
and splash party on Sunday, June 28th at the home of Bob and Ingrid Sledz. Abundant
food and fellowship were enjoyed by all. [See photo below].
Happy trails and clear skies to Dr. Andrew Kerr who is leaving the Newhard
Planetarium at the University of Findlay for the Marion Blakemore Planetarium at
the Museum of the Southwest in Midland, Texas. Andrew will be Curator of Education and Public Events operating a brand new Spitz SciDome HD in a completely
renovated planetarium.
Scott Huggins of Spitz demonstrated the SciDome HD system at a May 30
workshop at the
Shaker Heights Planetarium. The demos
included Dr. David Bradstreet showing
some of the innovative teaching modules he
has written for the system.
Cheri Adams reports that in July
Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum of Discovery
was host to JPL’s Scott Lever, Mission
Manager of the MER project. His presentation was an update of the one he shared in
Merrillville at the 2006 GLPA conference.
Boonshoft is continuing the popular 3rd Friday Astronomy planetarium programs, each
month with a different topic tied to IYA
2009.

No report was received from Wisconsin/Minnesota.
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ARTICLES
Report on the National Congress on Science Education
By Gary Sampson
On July 15-18, Dave DeRemer and I attended the National Congress on Science Education (NCSE) in Miami,
Florida. The NCSE is sponsored by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) and GLPA is an associate member of the NSTA. The main purpose of the NCSE is to formulate science education policy at the national level, so this Congress gave us an opportunity to influence some upcoming science education issues.
At the opening session of the Congress, Jodi Peterson (NSTA Assistant Director of Legislative and Public Affairs) provided an update on her work with science education initiatives with members of the U.S. Congress. She spoke encouragingly about the current administration’s emphasis on improving math and science
education. This includes stimulus funding to:
♦ Improve the quality and supply of math and science teachers
♦ Modernize and renovate science labs
♦ Push for internationally benchmarked standards, high quality curricula, and better assessments in science.

Jodi pointed out that NSTA is lobbying Congress to include students’ science scores as part of the No
Child Left Behind reauthorization, and to provide a dedicated stream of funding for science and math teacher
professional development, similar to the Eisenhower funds in the past.
A major component of the NCSE was the formulation of resolutions related to science education. Dave
was part of an issue forum that presented three resolutions on optimizing elementary science education that
were later passed by the Congress as a whole. His group expressed concern that because No Child Left Behind
emphasizes reading and math, science education at the elementary level is no longer the priority that it should
be.
I worked with an issue forum on support systems for science teachers, and our group presented four
resolutions for support systems for science teachers that were later passed by the Congress as a whole. The resolutions that were passed then move on to the NSTA Council, then to the NSTA Board, and finally on to members of the U.S. Congress.
Since most planetariums work closely with school systems, these new science education initiatives at the
national level should provide a positive impact for our work with teachers and school groups.
Dave and I also attended several workshops on such topics as Media Training and Hot Topic Issues, Issue Forums with other leaders, and the Open NSTA Council meeting. We spent our final evening of the Congress at the Miami Science Center, where we saw a program at the Miami STP Planetarium, the home of Jack
Horkheimer’s PBS program “Star Gazer.” Dave and I are proud to have represented GLPA at the Congress and
feel that the NCSE has a substantial impact on science education policy at the national level.
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I.P.S. UPDATE
submitted by
Dave Weinrich
GLPA IPS Representative
Highlights:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

IPS 2012 conference site selected.
Share your creative endeavors by writing an article for the Planetarian.
Treasurers and Membership Report.
Write a script for the newly revised IPS/Eugenides Script Contest.
Apply to spend a week in Italy next spring.

Bonjour,
That seems an appropriate way to start this report about the 2009 IPS Council meeting. Fourteen affiliate
reps and the five officers met in Toulouse, France on July 4th and 5th to conduct the business of our Society. If
you would like to find out more about the rich history of beautiful region of France, be sure to read the President’s Message by IPS President Tom Mason in the September issue of the Planetarian.
Our meeting was graciously hosted by Marc Moutin and his helpful staff at the Cite de L’Espace − City
of Space, for us non-French speakers. If you ever visit Toulouse, you will want to be sure to pay a visit to this
museum of the Space Age. There is plenty to keep one busy for hours, with exhibits on a tremendous variety of
space-related topics, as well as a planetarium and an Imax theater. In the main exhibit hall, you will learn about
the space environment, communication and weather satellites, launch vehicles, observing the Earth and Universe via satellite, and living in space. On the spacious landscaped grounds you must find time to explore full
scale models of the MIR Space Station, Ariane 5 rocket, and other assorted spacecraft. Younger visitors will
enjoy the galaxy maze and other special areas for younger children.
Our Council meetings, like many business meetings, follow a fairly common agenda, with reports from
the Executive Secretary, the Treasurer and Membership Chair, the President and the Past President. Next come
reports from the 23 affiliates and a variety of standing and ad hoc committees. Interspersed among this agenda
are assorted items of business, some of which I will detail below. It is sometimes difficult to fit everything into
the allotted two days. Normally, we meet from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day with a one-hour break for lunch.
Our Society is fortunate to have the vast experience of our two long-time officers, Executive Secretary
Lee Ann Hennig and Treasurer and Membership Chair Shawn Laatsch. Lee Ann has served since 1995 and
Shawn since 1997. They provide the solid base for the stability of IPS as the parade of presidents passes by,
morphing from President-Elect to President and finally to Past-President and then exiting the officer corps after
six years.
Following the Secretary’s Report and its approval, Shawn detailed our financial health and membership
status. As of July 1st our assets were $149,501, fairly equally divided between our checking and our money market accounts. This balance includes $3,444 in the Armand Spitz Education Fund and $3,251 in the Star Partners
Fund. It should be noted, as it was at Council, that GLPA donated $300 to the Spitz Fund and $200 to the Star
Partners Fund. IPS has 677 members worldwide, of which 63% are in the U.S. Eighty-three GLPA members
(41% of the total GLPA membership) are members of IPS. In addition there are 90 associate members who re-
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ceive IPS News updates via e-mail. Associate memberships originated in 2006, with the aim of introducing nonmembers to IPS and boosting the visibility of the Society. On another financial matter, the final conference report for IPS 2008 was presented by fellow GLPA member and Adler Planetarium employee Larry Ciupik. Larry
reported that the total income for last year’s conference was $453,505 and the total expenses were $435,505.
Congratulations to Adler and its staff for running a great conference!
Our Society has a Council meeting every year. During conference years, the meeting starts the day before the opening reception and runs for the next two days. As we elect a new GLPA Rep this fall, please be
aware that the only financial support that Rep receives during conference Council meetings is the payment by
IPS for two extra nights of lodging and meals. Otherwise, the Rep pays for all of their expenses to attend the
IPS conference. On off-conference years, IPS pays for 1/3 of the Rep’s airfare and 3 nights of housing and
meals and GLPA generously pays the other 2/3 of the airfare. Most affiliate societies only pay 1/3 of the airfare
or in some cases none at all. The GLPA Executive Committee believes that paying the higher percentage of airfare allows a greater number of people to run for IPS Rep, by lessening the financial burden on the individual.
Likewise, IPS officers incur considerable expense in the pursuit of their duties, mostly borne by themselves or the institutions they are employed by. This year, the Council voted to cover one-third of the cost for
the IPS officers to attend an annual officers’ meeting. In the past, the expense of these annual meetings, which
are for the purpose of conducting IPS business, was paid entirely by the officers. All of your officers are extremely grateful for this support and promise to make every effort to use IPS funds wisely.
One of the most important items of business at each Council meeting is planning for future IPS conferences. Bids for future conferences are submitted at least four years in advance. At the Council meeting four
years before the proposed conference, each of the bidders presents a summary of their proposal. The final site
selection is made after affiliate reps have had a chance to poll their members, formally or informally, and the
bidders give more detailed proposals at the Council meeting three years before the proposed conference. Originally, we had three bids for the 2012 conference, but one site dropped out due to financial problems. Jon Elvert
of the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Ryan Wyatt of the Morrison Planetarium at the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco presented their proposals and responded to a series
of questions from Council members. Both sites have their advantages and disadvantages, but the Council chose,
in their opinion, the site which would be the best for the IPS community. The result (drum roll please!) is that
IPS will experience the southern hospitality of the Irene W. Pennington Planetarium during the 21st IPS Conference, July 22-26, 2012 in Baton Rouge. Jon has written an article for the September issue of the Planetarian,
detailing their exciting plans for the conference as well as projected costs. We are already looking ahead to
2014. Rio de Janeiro, Toulouse and Vancouver are three sites that have expressed an interest in hosting IPS
2014, but others may bid as well by the June 2010 deadline.
Another major item of business is the reports from each of our 23 affiliates and our Standing and Ad
Hoc Committees. Affiliate after affiliate reported the opening of new digital theaters. A growing number of
Spanish planetariums are full-dome and they have started a network “to share not only experiences and discussions on technical issues, but also production materials and even shows and activities.” The Italian Affiliate reported an event relevant to this IYA 2009, a new state-of-the-art digital planetarium has opened in the city
where Galileo first gazed skyward in Padua, Italy.
Publications Chair Dale Smith encourages members “to use our journal as a means of sharing their creative work with the planetarium community” and exhorted each affiliate rep “to solicit one article a year for the
journal from a member in his/her affiliate society.” The new IPS Directory should be coming out by the end of
the year. Please respond to Dale’s request for information so that this valuable resource, which covers 3,000
planetariums worldwide, can be as complete as possible. There will also be a survey in the future regarding
whether the Planetarian should be made available as an e-version for interested members, perhaps somewhat
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like we do for the GLPA Newsletter.
Other announcements or news items are as follows:
♦ Spend a week next spring in Italy! Planetarians are encouraged to apply for the opportunity to teach

English-speaking high school students in an Italian planetarium. The Contest “A Week in Italy for an
American Planetarium Operator” is now open to all American planetarians who are native speakers
of English. In the past, it was limited to STARLAB operators. Look for a notice in the September
Planetarian or contact Loris Ramponi (email: info@serafinozani.it). Application deadline is September 15th.
♦ The IPS/Eugenides Script Writing Competition has also been revised. Details will appear in the next

issue of the Planetarian. Prize amounts have been increased and entries are being solicited for fulldome shows. It doesn’t matter whether you are in a full-dome facility or not, just use your imagination to put whatever visuals on the dome that you want. Whatever you can visualize, you can write it
into your script.
♦ Steve Mitch, long serving Election Committee Chair, has stepped down. He has faithfully served

IPS, as well as several regional affiliates, for many years. Thanks Steve! Former IPS President Martin George has been appointed as the new Election Committee Chair.
♦ IPS President Tom Mason gave a special thank-you to two other GLPA members during the Council

meeting — Planetarian editor Sharon Shanks and Publications Chair Dale Smith. Sharon continues
to do a superb job of editing the Planetarian. Dale stepped in to the position of Interim Advertising
Coordinator for the Planetarian on an emergency basis, when it became vacant at the end of 2008.
Kudos to them both.
♦ Do you have a project that would benefit the planetarium community as a whole, need to improve

your skills in the planetarium profession or know of an individual entering the profession who needs
further training? The Spitz Education Fund may be able to help finance your project. Treasurer/
Membership Chair Shawn Laatsch encouraged members to apply for funds. IPS is trying to grow the
fund to $25,000, but there is some money for awards now. Contact any of the IPS officers for further
details. Also look for more information in a future issue of the GLPA Newsletter.
Since this is my last time that I will write an update as GLPA IPS Rep, I want to thank all of you for the
privilege of serving you in this position. It has been an honor. My role in IPS continues as IPS President-Elect
and as President starting in 2011. I am humbled to follow in the footsteps of many fellow GLPA members, past
and present, who have served as IPS officers. This fall, a new IPS Rep will be elected and will assume their duties on the vernal equinox next year. They will be the primary liaison between GLPA and the IPS. But as always, as you can with any IPS officer, please feel free to contact me personally about your Society. I look forward to seeing many of you next month in Bay City.
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J O I N I . P. S .
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in the
world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organization.
If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org

VOLUME IV, NUMBER 3
AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1969
(5 pages in length)
GLPA’s 13th newsletter and the third issue of 1969 contained
the following articles and columns:
☼ Most of the newsletter’s five pages of text were devoted to the upcoming GLPA Conference in Minneapolis. Maxine Haarstick, who was Director of the Minneapolis Planetarium at the time, would serve as
host. Dr. Mortimer Hait, co-investigator of Apollo Lunar Geological Experiments for the U.S. Geological Survey, presented “Interpretation of Lunar Rock” as the Armand Spitz lecture. Elsewhere in the conference schedule, NASA’s Dr. Stahlkamp presented a talk about Mariners 6 and Mariner 7, which recently completed the first dual mission to Mars, flew over its equatorial and south polar regions, analyzed its atmosphere, and relayed back to Earth hundreds of pictures of the Red Planet.
☼ Other GLPA Conference highlights included a Symposium on the Kindergarten through College Planetarium Curriculum (hosted by a panel of four), a session on Teaching Concepts in the Planetarium
(moderated by Jon Marshall), and a seminar on Sound-Visuals (hosted by a panel of three).
☼ The second issue of GLPA’s other publication, titled The Projector, will be distributed at the Minneapolis conference. Advertising rates for The Projector were $100, $55, $35, and $20 for one full page, half
page, quarter page, and eighth page ad, respectively. Yearly rates for the same sized ads were $300,
$165, $105, and $60. [Ed.: Forty years later, GLPA’s ad rates have changed very little. Today, sponsoring members (which comprise virtually all of our advertisers) pay single ad rates of $90, $55, $35 and
$15. Today’s annual rate (i.e. four issue) for sponsoring members are $290, $185, $110, and $55].
☼ The very last line of the newsletter stated “PLEASE RETAIN THIS NEWSLETTER AS YOUR CONFERENCE PROGRAM.” [Ed.: Apparently, this was a way to eliminate (or reduce) the need for printed
schedules at the GLPA Conference].
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VOLUME XXIV, NUMBER 3 AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1989
(20 pages in length)
GLPA’s 84th newsletter and the third issue of 1989 contained
the following articles and columns:
☼ GLPA President Steve Bishop noted that “by the time you read this, Voyager 2 will have swung past Neptune and will be headed out of the solar system, bringing to a close a glorious chapter in the annals of space
exploration.” The Voyager 2 spacecraft also graced the cover of this issue, beaming back a message to Earth
that encouraged members to attend the GLPA Conference in October.
☼ In that same column, Steve Bishop noted that GLPA’s Executive Committee had recently drafted two proposed constitutional amendments to create “Sustaining” and “Patron” categories of membership. The texts
of these amendments, which were later approved, appeared elsewhere in the issue.
☼ Final details about the upcoming (1989) GLPA Conference in Champaign, Illinois were described by host
David Linton. Terence Murtagh speaking on “The Digital Planetarium,” Phillip Klass speaking on “The
Sherlock Holmes of UFOlogy,” Dr. Roy Gallant speaking as the Armand Spitz lecturer on “Science and
Technology: In Search of Values,” a supercomputer graphics demonstration, a “story telling under the stars”
hour, and (although his name was not specifically mentioned in the short preview article) the first ever
“Astronomy in the Past Year” lecture given by Dr. James Kaler.
☼ The nominees for GLPA’s biennial election were described. Later, when votes were cast at the 1989 conference, Dale Smith was elected President-Elect, David Parker was re-elected Secretary-Treasurer, and Gary
Tomlinson was elected IPS Representative.
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2008-09:

Parallel Universe Sponsors ($4,000+)
Evans & Sutherland
Sky-Skan, Inc.

www.es.com/ &

Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com/
www.skyskan.com/

Universe Sponsors ($1,500 - $3,999)
Ash Enterprises International, Inc.
The Elumenati
Digitalis Educational Solutions, Inc.
Bowen Technovation
Zeiss/Seiler Instrument
Mirage 3D

www.ash-enterprises.com/
www.elumenati.com/
www.digitaliseducation.com
bowentechnovation.com/planetarium

www.zeiss.de/planetariums
www.mirage3d.nl

Galaxy Sponsors ($750 - $1,499)
Dome 3D
Space Telescope Science Institute
Global Immersion
GOTO, Inc.

www.dome3d.com
hubblesource.stsci.edu
www.globalimmersion.com/
goto.co.jp/english/index.html

Solar System Sponsors ($500 - $749)
Audio Visual Imagineering
Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.
East Coast Control Systems
Loch Ness Productions
Detroit Science Center
SCISS—Uniview
Clark Planetarium
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.

www.av-imagineering.com/
konicaminolta.com/kmpl/
www.eastcoastcontrol.com/
www.lochnessproductions.com/
www.sciencedetroit.org/
www.sciss.se
clarkplanetarium.org
www.astro-tec.com/

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A.,
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2009.
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MULTIPLE GENERATIONS OF STARS
IN THE TARANTULA NEBULA
Near the edge of the most active starburst region in the local universe lies a cluster
of brilliant, massive stars, known to astronomers as Hodge 301. Hodge 301, seen in
the lower right hand corner of this image, is located at the edge of the Tarantula
Nebula, within one of our nearest galactic neighbors, the Large Magellanic Cloud.
This star cluster is not the brightest, or youngest, or most populous star cluster in
the Tarantula Nebula — that honor goes to the spectacular R136 at the center of the
nebula. In fact, Hodge 301 is almost 10 times older than the young cluster R136.
But age has its advantages; many of the stars in Hodge 301 are so old that they
have exploded as supernovae. These stellar explosions have blasted material out
into the surrounding region at high speeds. As the ejecta plow into the surrounding
Tarantula Nebula, they shock and compress the gas into a multitude of sheets and
filaments, seen in the upper left portion of the picture. These features are moving
away from Hodge 301 at speeds of more than 200 miles per second.
Note for your calendar: Hodge 301 contains three red supergiants — stars that are
close to the end of their evolution. Over the next few million years, they will also
go supernova, exploding and sending more shocks into the Tarantula.
Also present near the center of the image are small, dense gas globules and dust
columns where new stars are being formed today, as part of the overall ongoing
star formation throughout the Tarantula region.

Credit: NASA and The Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)
Acknowledgment: Y-H. Chu (U. of Illinois), E. Grebel (U. of Washington)
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Happy Winter Solstice! It is that wonderful time of the year
when the nights lengthen. Not so many nights ago, we were in
City where we experienced a fantastic conference. I would
PRESIDENT’S Bay
like to thank Garry Beckstrom, his wife Janet, and all his staff
MESSAGE
at the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center in Bay
City, Michigan. Thank you to our speakers for their very interesting and informative presentations: Dr. Ron Kaitchuck, Dr.
Cheri Adams
Christian Marois, Dr. Axel Mellinger, and to Ken Miller for
entertaining us with his story and for inspiring us as this year’s
Armand Spitz lecturer.
Congratulations to our newly elected GLPA officers: President-Elect David Leake, Secretary-Treasurer John
French and IPS Representative Jeanne Bishop. The ballot was full of well-qualified candidates and thank you to members
Susan Batson, Dayle Brown, Barbara Williams and Ken Murphy for running for office. Thank you to Bob Bonadurer for
his many years of service to GLPA now completing his term as Past-President, to David Hurd for his excellent service as
our Secretary-Treasurer, and to Dave Weinrich for connecting us so closely to IPS as our representative. Good luck in
your work as IPS President.
Congratulations to Susan Button for receiving the distinguished Galileo Award, to Dave Parker for receiving the
Honorary Life Member award and to the new GLPA Fellows: Todd DeZeeuw, John French, Dave Grebner, and Jason
Heaton.
As the International Year of Astronomy 2009 nears its end, my term as President of GLPA is also drawing to a
close. GLPA is a remarkable professional organization of many talented members with diverse backgrounds dedicated to
supporting astronomy through our domes. Thank you for the support you have lent me during these past two years. I am
so very honored to be associated with you. I would like to especially thank the members of the Executive Committee for
your support, guidance and patience: John Schroer, David Hurd, Dave Weinrich, Bob Bonadurer, John Potts, Bart Benjamin, Dave DeRemer, Gary Tomlinson, Geoff Holt and Dale Smith. I marvel at your dedication and the strength you bring
to the organization.
I look forward to seeing everyone next year at Notre Dame. May the stars under your domes always shine.

I would also like to congratulate Garry and Janet Beckstrom and
their colleagues at the Delta College Planetarium for a truly
wonderful GLPA conference. Throughout the pages of this
EDITOR’S
newsletter, you will see references to that wonderful conference.
MESSAGE
Thanks to the fine efforts of David Hurd, who now steps down
as GLPA’s Secretary/Treasurer, you can read the GLPA Executive Committee minutes (beginning on page 15), Annual BusiBart Benjamin
ness meeting minutes (on page 23) and Treasurer’s Report
(beginning on page 20). Thanks to Conference Photographer
Dan Goins, you can see a photographic sampling of the conference on pages 30 - 32. His full collection of photographs (numbering over 300) will be included on the Proceedings CD
that will be mailed to members in early 2010.
The cover of this newsletter marks my fourth and final IYA cover illustration. As I mentioned in my spring Editor’s Message, this series of Hubble Space Telescope images was intended to convey the awesome beauty of the universe
and remind us of why we so enthusiastically share these images with our audiences. For us planetarians, the spirit of IYA
extends far beyond 2009.
Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2010. Please submit your
facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. I wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a great start to the new
decade of the 2010s!
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Open to Possibilities

The graphics engine in Digistar has been completely redesigned from the ground up to make
it more flexible than ever. Digistar 4 is built upon open architecture. Custom plug-ins allow
Digistar 4 to speak the native language of virtually any scientific data set and visualize this
data on the dome in real time. Now the stars are no longer the limit to what you can explore.
How about other sciences like medicine, chemistry, geology, meteorology... But that’s just
scratching the surface. With Digistar 4 the possibilities are wide open.

www.es.com
digistar4@es.com

S TAT E N E W S
The spring 2010 Illinois State
Meeting will be held at the
Waubonsie Planetarium in
Aurora on Saturday, May 1st.
Stephanie Rybka, who can be
contacted at stephanie_rybka
@ipsd.org, will host.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
2000 Fifth Avenue
River Grove, Illinois 60171
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408
bbenjami@triton.edu

INDIANA:

Alan Pareis
9421 Stagecoach Drive
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804
(260) 432-8786
bellerophonii@aol.com

MICHIGAN:

Daniel Tell
Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium
Grand Rapids Public Museum
272 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
(616) 456-3563
dtell@grmuseum.org

OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Department of Physics & Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
(419) 372-8666
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/
MINNESOTA:

Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
S14 W28167 Madison Street
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188
(262) 896-8423
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us

The Strickler Planetarium at
Olivet Nazarene University in
Bourbonnais premiered the show
STARS this September to a positive public response. The planetarium has also entered an agreement with the art department
on campus through which the planetarium foyer is being
used as additional gallery space for student art shows. This
means that the art students will get more public exposure
and the planetarium gets free, changing artwork for its
foyer. Also, many art students are exploring the possibility
of integrating the planetarium dome into their senior
shows. This is another step in integrating planetarium usage into non-astronomy departments on campus. Director
Steve Case now writes a show review column for The
Planetarian, which has appeared in the past three issues. If
you’re interested in having a new show reviewed, please
contact him.
The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College in Champaign will be closed for the month of
January as they rip out the 22-year-old carpet and install
new carpet in the dome and lobby. During the week of
January 11th, a five-foot temporary floor will be built in
the dome to allow for cleaning and repainting the 50-foot
dome. They will re-open to the public in February with
Winter Prairie Skies, The Stargazer, Follow the Drinking
Gourd, and a last hurrah for the Dark Side of the Moon
light show. Calgary’s In My Backyard will replace Drinking Gourd in March. The staff looks forward to the “World
of Science” Lecture Series presentations on the Large Hadron Collider and the professor who completed the genome
of the cow. They are hopeful that a full-dome projector will
be approved by their Board of Trustees during their January meeting! The Staerkel Planetarium is also pleased to
have been chosen as the site of the 2011 GLPA conference,
so the staff is hard at work arranging for a conference hotel
and invited talks.
The Lakeview Museum of Arts and Sciences
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Planetarium in Peoria has just started an after school program at Harrison School in Peoria that will involve
100 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. In the first six-week unit on astronomy, the students will be coming to the
planetarium for six hours of activities and preparing an exhibit for their parents as a culminating activity.
Three other units will also extensively utilize the planetarium and/or the museum. Over the Christmas and
New Year’s holiday break, the planetarium will be presenting The Skies over Hogwarts, a live-action Harry
PotterTM themed planetarium show, paired with an entire museum of themed activities. In January, the planetarium will be presenting Hubble Vision, Fractals, Black Holes, Winter Skies, and Dawn of the Space Age,
and in February, they will present Bad Astronomy, Winter Skies, and Timespace.
In December, the Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton College in River Grove presents its annual holiday
show titled Celebrations of Winter (which is making its 22nd
annual run this year) and the Winter Wonderlight laser light
show. In January, they will premiere Bad Astronomy and bring
back their Dark Side of Oz laser show, Sudekum Planetarium’s
Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast, and Buhl Planetarium’s On Orbit.
Using funds received through an IMLS grant, the Cernan Center will soon begin the long process of converting its slidebased programs to digital, three-screen versions.
Hal Getzelman works for NASA as an International Space Station
Capcom. Once a student in Illinois School District U-46, Hal has fond
memories of making his first telescope with Don Tuttle, former Director of the Elgin Observatory/Planetarium.
In September, Getzelman hosted a webcast at their local library and
entertained questions from middle school students who attended. This
photograph, provided by current Director Peggy Hernandez, shows
Hal Getzelman with the past three Directors of the Elgin Observatory/
Planetarium.
L-R: Don Tuttle, Peggy Hernandez, Gary Kutina, Hal Getzelman.

The spring 2010 Indiana State Meeting will be held at the Pike High School Planetarium in
Indianapolis on Saturday, March 20th. Deb Teuscher, who can be contacted at
dsteusch@pike.k12.in.us, will serve as host.
At about the time of the October GLPA conference, Indiana GLPA members became concerned
about the State Department of Education’s process for revising the science content standards for
public schools and the content of the preliminary draft of the new standards. During the Indiana
state meeting at the annual conference, a task force of five members was appointed. Since then, this
group has been providing information to Indiana GLPA members and coordinating their feedback
to the state. If you have not received information about this process, please e-mail Alan Pareis at
bellerophonii@aol.com and he will send you copies.
Pike High School Planetarium in November was a part of the nation-wide unveiling of
mural-sized image of the Milky Way center imaged by the Hubble Space Telescope, Spitzer Space Telescope, and
Chandra X-Ray Observatory.
Dayle Brown from Pegasus Productions has submitted all of the images from her first three books in the Skylore
series. GLPA members will have access to these images through the GLPA audio-visual resource bank. This will be much
easier than trying to scan them from the books.
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The Evansville Museum’s Koch Planetarium completed the third year of its National Science Foundation funded project “Outreach to Space” in September. The four-year project, which takes hands-on space
and astronomy exhibits to fairs, festivals, and service organizations, was delivered to 7,620 largely rural
guests in 2009. The Evansville Museum and the Lakeview Museum in Peoria, Illinois are both part of a tenmember collaborative. Due to spring IYA events, Astronomy Day was celebrated in Evansville on September
26th. Podcast celebrity Dr. Pamela Gay of Astronomy Cast (www.astronomycast.com) presented the lecture
“Why We Know the Big Bang Is True,” while visitors were able to view the sun, participate in hands-on activities for
children, and view meteorites provided by the Indiana Meteorite Lab.
The E.C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne has experienced
a year of “grant fulfillment.” January and February saw the arrival of a new CRT video projector — the planetarium’s first
— and Bowen Technovation AstroFx Media Manager video system, which interfaces with the planetarium’s AstroFx
Commander automation system. The video grant was completed in October with the arrival of three TB RAID equipped
MacPro tower, with two 24-inch monitors and a 15-inch MacBook Pro laptop, both for video production work. Meanwhile, under a different grant, at the end of the spring semester the wrecking crew arrived to “remodel” the joint entrance
to the science building and the planetarium. Returning fall students discovered a new entrance where they formerly saw a
tree, garden, and sidewalk. The new entrance now includes a glass and brick foyer/atrium that serves as a student lounge/
multipurpose space. The foyer/atrium is equipped with a 52-inch flat panel screen for the Space Telescope Science Institute ViewSpace astronomy news service. A similar feed was also installed in the auditorium adjacent to the planetarium.
From the planetarium control console, video content can be sent to either the atrium, the auditorium, or the planetarium
dome. It can simultaneously send the same content to each location or send three different content streams. Normally
ViewSpace will run in the foyer atrium 24/7, with the other venues used only for special occasions. The system to the
foyer was tested in November with streaming NASA TV coverage of the Atlantis STS-129 Mission. Planetarium Director
Alan Pareis, and Technician Chris Highlen, “think” they are looking forward to the next several months of learning curves
and new show production with the new equipment.
Jeff Bowen, President and Creative Director of Bowen Technovation of Indianapolis, recently attended a workshop related to the FCC’s sale of the former wireless TV broadcast frequencies, which are no longer used for that purpose
due to the inception of HDTV broadcasting earlier this year. A problem now exists — namely, that wireless microphones
using these same frequencies are currently used in theaters, planetariums, churches, etc. If you use a wireless microphone
system, you may have already (or soon will) discover this problem for yourself. Jeff has created a document that details
these issues. To receive a copy, please e-mail Jeff Bowen directly at jeffb@bowentechnovation.com and request the document about the New Wireless Audio FCC issues.

GLPA List Serve

DON’T MISS OUT

♦ Learn the latest conference information

To be included in the spring issue’s State
News column, please forward news from your
facility to your state chair in the latter half of
January.

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members
♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to
the GLPA region

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News”
column.

How?
Go to www.glpaweb.org.
Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the instructions to sign up.
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The spring 2010 Michigan State Meeting will be held at the Roger B. Chaffee
Planetarium in Grand Rapids on Saturday, May 1st. Rickey Ainsworth, who can
be contacted at rainsworth@grmuseum.org, will host.
PLEASE NOTE: Michael Narlock has stepped down as Michigan State Chair and
has been replaced by Daniel Tell of Grand Rapids.
The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield is offering a fall series of eight different
interactive public shows, which is sponsored by Southfield Parks and Recreation. In
addition to doing public shows, they continue to do private shows for birthday parties,
anniversaries, organization and club meetings, and are on call to do school shows for
Southfield Public Schools. Cliff Jones was the proud winner of Gary Tomlinson’s private astronomical game collection raffled off at the recent GLPA conference. Since the
Vollbrecht is not included in the budgets of either Southfield Parks and Recreation or Southfield Public Schools, the
games will be used to promote attendance at the planetarium. They will either be offered as door prizes or as promotional
advertising through Parks and Recreation. Vollbrecht’s astronomical artifacts, planispheres, star globes, orrery, astrolabes,
Mars posters, and a planetarium show sample are on display in the main showcase at Southfield Public Library for their
Visions of the Universe program sponsored by NASA.
The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is debuting two full-dome shows this winter season. First, they will offer
the Nature of Science program produced by the Ott Planetarium team in conjunction with a live sky tour using their MS-8
optical mechanical star projector. Second, they will be running the new IBEX program produced by the Adler Planetarium
team. In addition to these new programs, they will also bring back a full-dome version of Endless Horizons, narrated by
Patrick Stewart and originally distributed by the Hansen Planetarium. The public shows at the Shiras Planetarium change
topic each month and are shown once a week. Attendance numbers have held steady and many events have been met with
good success throughout IYA. The new 2010 show schedule hopes to keep this momentum going. Poor weather limited
the number of IYA events that they were able to host this fall, but nonetheless, it was a very good and very astronomically
motivating year for their Upper Peninsula community. It’s been a good year for astronomy education in general, with tons
of stuff going on!
The Kingman Museum in Battle Creek is well on its way to becoming the New Kingman Museum! Planetarium
construction was completed last fall and construction on the upper level of the museum is currently underway. New exhibitions and programs will be offered in 2010. With so much of the museum under construction, the staff has felt lucky to
have the planetarium continuing to draw visitors. They just finished a six week run of Two Small Pieces of Glass. It was
well received by public audiences and teachers attending the planetarium in-service. They’re finishing their first year with
the Digistar 3 SP2 HD system by showing Dark Star Adventure and Mystery of the Christmas Star. Special bookings are
available for churches and other groups requesting a private screening of Mystery of the Christmas Star. After the success
of last year’s teacher in-services, they decided to expand the program and are now offering professional development
credit to teachers from multiple school districts who attend the planetarium in-services.
The Dassault Systèmes Planetarium in Detroit concluded the International Year of Astronomy with several
events for their visitors. The first is a presentation “Why Does The Vatican Need An Astronomer” (or 12, to be precise)
by Brother Guy Consolmagno, Curator of the Vatican Meteorite Collection and member of the Jesuit Brotherhood
(Society of Jesus). Next, they offered a workshop for families named “Build Your Own Holiday Telescope,” which featured the IYA’s Galileoscope refractor kit. Finally, they hosted an event with 200 students from the University Prep Science and Math Middle School, who saw the newly-released combined images of the Milky Way’s core from the Hubble
Space Telescope, Spitzer Infrared Space Telescope, and the Chandra X-Ray Space Telescope facilities. In addition, Planetarium Manager Jenny Pon has begun work on their newest planetarium show (Black Holes from the Clark Planetarium)
and the staff welcomed Kevin Bindschadler as their new Audio Visual Animator Coordinator.
The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids ended 2009 on a high note, opening a new original production and coordinating its largest community observing outreach event to date. Discover Your Universe, designed to accompany the Grand Rapids Public Museum’s exhibit “Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion,” celebrates the spirit of
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discovery, introduces some of astronomy’s greatest innovative minds, and invites visitors to help answer the questions
“what do we know about the universe” and “how do we know it?” With help from the local astronomy club and universities, their “Harvest Moon Watch” event gave roughly 3,000 people the opportunity to view the Moon and Jupiter through
sidewalk telescopes scattered throughout Grand Rapids. As 2010 opens, the staff is working to finish their latest production, a re-imagining of their popular elementary program Crickets & Constellations, a show that takes 1st-3rd graders on
an imaginary camping trip to explore the great outdoors and the night sky. Work also continues on collaboration with the
Public Museum’s literacy program, as well as their next K-1 production and preparing for their spring Astronomy Day/
Earth Day outreach.

The spring 2010 Ohio State Meeting will be held at the Anderson Hancock Planetarium
of Marietta College on Saturday, April 10th. Dr. Ann Bragg, who can be contacted at
Ann.Bragg@marietta.edu, will host.
Scott Oldfield reports that in October, the Smith Middle School Planetarium in Vandalia
hosted Vandalia’s other middle school, Morton, for a review of fifth grade “Universe” standards. This was the first time that the schedule provided such an arrangement, allowing students from all six schools in the district to visit their dome for the first time in many years.
Early November saw the planetarium also hosting a faculty and staff show. The invitation was
open to the director’s two home buildings, and a nice number of people were able to attend.
Late November focused primarily on the constellations of the Perseus myth.
From Marietta College, Ann Bragg reports that the Anderson Hancock Planetarium welcomed over 5,500 visitors in the six months since its dedication and opening. To put that number into perspective, the city of Marietta only has
about 15,000 residents and is located in a rural area. In short, community response has been phenomenal! In December,
Ann is running the Loch Ness Production of Season of Light. She has been training six Marietta College students in console operations over the course of the semester, and they have essentially taken over that task for many shows.
Curtis Spivey has joined the staff of Youngstown State University’s Ward Beecher Planetarium. Curt now fills
the position held for years by the late Rick Pirko. Welcome to Ohio, Curt, and best wishes in your new endeavors!
In the Cleveland area, the Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums met at the Westlake Schools Planetarium on October 13th, hosted by Jeanne Bishop and followed by dinner at a local Hungarian restaurant. Matt Young
hosted the next meeting at the Euclid Schools Planetarium on November 10th.
At Bowling Green State University, the BGSU Planetarium has been running Hubble Fest 2009, featuring encore runs of the four space telescope shows it has run over the years. These include First Light (1987) from the Davis
Planetarium, Through the Eyes of Hubble (1995) from Buhl, Images of the Infinite (2001) from Alder, and Hubble Vision
(2005) from Loch Ness. These were followed by a short encore run of BGSU’s own show Alphabet Universe (1997).
BGSU’s Christmas show Secret of the Star, written by Dale Smith, is making its twentieth annual seasonal run this year,
including a show on Christmas Eve, and continues to draw well.
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The spring 2010 WIMPS Meeting will be held at the Como Planetarium in St. Paul, Minnesota on Friday, May 7th and Saturday, May
8th. Dennis Brinkman, who can be contacted at
como.planetarium@spps.org, will host.
The Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum had a very successful opening with its new Galileo: The Power of the Telescope show.
They are also working on Houston’s Secrets of the Dead Sea planetarium
show for a companion exhibit. E & S’s Ice Worlds is also playing with
Soref’s mini show The Pluto Story.
On October 7th, the Minnesota Planetarium Society and partners were part of a first — a domecast with their
companion NASA GeoDome from the front lawn of the White House — which was part of the White Star Party IYA
Celebration. The audience was 150 primarily middle school children from the D.C. area. After the President’s speech, the
guests visited telescopes on the lawn and one of two domes — the GeoDome and a second dome run by SkySkan. The
first family toured the various demonstrations, and the Secret Service directed them into the SkySkan dome, since the
GeoDome was too crowded with kids. In the end, they performed a total of four domecast programs led by Carter Emmart
of the American Museum of Natural History. Participating Minnesota sites were the Como Planetarium, Mayo Planetarium, and the Mankato East planetarium. During the programs, Minnesota children had a chance to ask Mr. Emmart questions. Although they missed seeing the President and his family, the word from the organizers was that the President really
wanted to visit that “cool-looking dome.” They did have numerous visitors of note — Buzz Aldrin had fun flying Uniview
with the joy stick and the new NASA administrator, Charles Bolden, really loved the dome. News of this event even made
the front page of the Mankato Free Press.
The UW-Eau Claire’s L.E. Phillips Planetarium has stopped presenting shows for community groups and school
field trips for this year, since the “release time from teaching” for the planetarium director was taken away. That means
about 2,500 fewer visitors this year. Release time was taken away because there are not enough professors to teach all the
necessary classes (even though class sizes have been increased) due to reduced funding of UWEC from the Wisconsin
State Legislature over the past several years. The director is running the planetarium as an “overload,” presenting public
shows on Tuesday evenings and Saturday mornings, but with no show development or group shows. The planetarium is
still used for UWEC astronomy classes.
The Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin will be presenting ‘Tis the Season in December
as part of a public show series for the 2009-2010 school year.
Minnesota planetariums using UNIVEW software were recently mentioned in the Minnesota Scholl Boards Association Journal. It can be viewed online at http://issuu.com/msbajournal/docs/nov.-dec.journal2009 .
The Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin will be presenting Two Small Pieces of Glass
throughout the month of November, The Season of Light in December, and Legends of the Winter Sky for the Waukesha
winter JanBoree in January.
Under the direction of Ken Murphy, the planetarium at Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall, Minnesota has undergone extensive renovations, with new carpet, chairs, sound system, refurbishment of its Spitz 512, Elumenati/Uniview, and RGB Skylase. This fall, Two Small Pieces of Glass is being shown. The feature show for Christmas
will be Mystery of the Christmas Star by E&S.
The Mankato East High School Planetarium has been very active since the new school year began. They were
invited by NASA as one of the three planetariums to attend the White House Star Party. Their local astronomy club recently completed their October public show, which featured the fall colors of Mankato and the story of the Goddess Demeter. This was their second attempt at a full-dome movie. The planetarium was also recently involved in a presentation
in Ghana, West Africa. Currently, they are working with two local musicians for their next public show.

(continued on page 25)

11

BULLETIN BOARD
GLPA ELECTION RESULTS
On October 24th at the GLPA Conference in Bay City, Michigan, GLPA conducted its biennial election of officers. The outcome of this election was as follows:
President-Elect:
Dave Leake
Secretary/Treasurer:
John French
IPS Representative:
Jeanne Bishop

GLPA AWARDS
At the Annual Banquet of the GLPA Conference in Bay City, Michigan, GLPA bestowed the following awards:
Galileo Award:
Susan Reynolds-Button
Honorary Life Member:
David E. Parker
Fellows:
Todd DeZeeuw
John French
Dave Grebner
Jason Heaton
Congratulations to the GLPA award winners for 2009!

GLPA GIFT SHOP NOTICE
Submitted by Todd DeZeeuw

If anyone would like to order a GLPA polo shirt but no longer has an order form, they can e-mail Todd
DeZeeuw at glpatrinketshop@charter.net and he will forward ordering information to them. Todd plans to place
orders with the manufacturer on the solstices and equinoxes, so members can plan ahead. Orders from the
GLPA conference were submitted on November 15th and should be delivered by the middle of December. In
the future, Todd plans to have online ordering and online payment available, but for now payment is limited to
either check or cash.
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J O I N I . P. S .
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in the
world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious organization.
If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . .
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles
its biennial conferences
Proceedings of each IPS conference
free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Directory
discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations
access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website
access to the IPS News listserv
networking on all scales, from local to global

See more on the IPS web site: www.ips-planetarium.org
IPS dues are only $65 a year, or two years for $100. Other levels of membership are also available at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact:
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, 600 Imiloa Place, Hilo, HI 96720 USA
Phone: +1 (808) 969 9735
Fax: +1 (808) 969-9748
E-mail: slaatsch@imiloahawaii.org

GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Delta College Planetarium
Bay City, Michigan
October 21, 2009
Present: Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer, Dan Goins, John
Schroer, Geoff Holt, David Hurd, Dale Smith, Dave Weinrich, John Potts.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Cheri Adams at 9:15 a.m. EDT.
This was followed by a short review of the meeting agenda.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held at Merrillville
Indiana Middle School, Merrillville, Indiana on April 25th, 2009 had been printed in the GLPA
Newsletter and e-mailed to each member. Geoff moved that the minutes be approved. The
motion was seconded and carried.
Treasurer’s Report: David Hurd handed out the Financial Report for 2008-2009. GLPA’s fiscal
year is from October 1st through September 30th. The Financial Report was discussed and
current allocations from separate fund accounts were included. It was reported that GLPA is in
good financial health. The current balance is $31,336.68 as of September 30, 2009. In addition,
we have $6,404.34, which is held in separate fund accounts. That makes the entire GLPA
budget balance $37,741.02. Dave W. moved that the Financial Report be approved. The motion
was seconded and carried. A copy of the Financial Report can be found elsewhere in this issue
of the GLPA Newsletter. David then distributed Executive Committee Expense Reimbursement
Forms to those who needed one.
President’s Report: President Adams reported on the GLPA scholarship fund, which currently
has $50 in it. It was decided that Cheri would form a committee to look into how these funds can
and will be distributed and will work with Bart to have this information shared with members via
the newsletter. In addition to the $50, it was decided that the funds raised from the raffle tickets
for Gary Tomlinson’s astronomy games would also be placed in this fund. [That raffle would
earn $201.00 and will be placed in the GLPA treasury]. Cheri also covered the following items:
The insurance policy has been summarized and will be available in the GLPA
Handbook. The Secretary/Treasurer will have the actual policy. The statement below will
provide the Executive Committee, conference hosts, and members with a quick guide to
insurance coverage. It reads as follows:
General liability insurance is a form of insurance sold to businesses to
indemnify the business for third party liability claims due to negligence.
Directors and Officers liability insurance protects the officers and directors of
a corporation against damages from claims resulting from negligent or wrongful
acts in the course of their duties. Directors and Officers liability insurance also
covers the corporation (and even the officers and directors in some cases) for
expenses incurred in defending lawsuits arising from alleged wrongful acts of
officers or directors. These policies always require the insured to retain part of
the risk (i.e. have a deductible).
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At the spring meeting, it was suggested that a policy be formulated for remembering GLPA
members who have passed away. The following policy is to be carried out by the President:
Remembrance Policy Proposal
In the event of the death of a GLPA member:
1. A sympathy card will be sent to the member’s surviving family by the GLPA President.
2. The Publications Chair/Newsletter Editor will include the information in the next issue
of the newsletter.
3. If the member was a GLPA Fellow, the Membership Chair will submit information to
the Website Administrator so that a special note can be added to the Fellows web page.
4. Current members will be encouraged to supply tributes to those members who’ve
died to the GLPA Historian.
5. IPS will be informed.
6. An announcement will be made at the Spitz Banquet.
Geoff moved that the Remembrance Policy be made official and put into the Executive
Committee Handbooks. The motion was seconded and carried.
Cheri reported on a letter she received from the Kaler family in response to a donation
GLPA made in the amount of $100 to National Association of Anorexia Nervosa and Associated
Disorders to honor Dr. and Mrs. James Kaler’s daughter in their name. [The letter was read at
the Spitz banquet].
An Honorary Life Member nomination was received and discussed. David Parker was
unanimously voted as Honorary Life Member. Thank you, Dave, for all your work and service to
GLPA.
Cheri also discussed several issues of interest to the membership and logistics of when
and how to share it with the membership. On a related note, it was also decided that the
President will be responsible for reporting at the annual meeting on behalf of all chairs. Doing
so, however, is at the discretion of the current President.
President Elect’s Report: John Schroer reported on the elections. President-Elect nominees
are Dayle Brown, Dave Leake, Sue Batson, and Barb Williams. The only IPS Representative
nominee is Jeanne Bishop. The Secretary/Treasurer nominees are Ken Murphy and John
French. [At the subsequent election, Dave Leake was elected President-Elect, Jeanne Bishop
was elected IPS Representative and John French was elected Secretary/Treasurer].
John also discussed his desire to see more outreach to the planetarians who are not
currently involved with GLPA. It was again emphasized that the State Chairs should take an
active role in meeting and recruiting those non-member planetarians.
Past President’s Report: Bob Bonadurer reported that Garry Beckstrom has agreed to
become the GLPA Historian.
IPS Report: Dave Weinrich reported that the IPS-Eugenides Script Contest entries are due by
February 28, 2010. More information can be found at ips-planetarium.org.
The 20th IPS Conference will be June 26-30, 2010 in Alexandria, Egypt. IPS’ 2012
conference, hosted at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, will run from July 22-26, 2012.
As of July 1st, there were 677 IPS members. Of those, 83 are GLPA members (41% of
membership).
Membership Report: John Potts passed around a list so that Executive Committee members
could confirm their contact information for the website and newsletter masthead.
John then reminded the Committee who would receive “Fellow” honors, which had been
voted on at the Spring Executive Meeting. Congratulations to GLPA’s newest Fellows – Todd
DeZeeuw, John French, Dave Grebner, and Jason Heaton. Congratulations again go out to
Dave Parker for receiving GLPA’s Honorary Life Membership.
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John then updated the Committee on GLPA’s current membership statistics, as follows:
Regular status = 131
Student status = 18
Senior status = 12
Honorary status = 20
Conference Sponsors = 25
Total membership for 2008-2009 = 206
Development Report: Bob Bonadurer reported the following participation from vendors at the
following levels:
Universe Level: Evans & Sutherland and Spitz, Inc., Sky-Skan, Seiler Instrument, Ash
Enterprises Int., Digitalis Educational Solutions, Milwaukee Public Museum and David M. Soref
Planetarium, Audio Visual Imagineering and Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Astro-Tec, Adler
Planetarium
Galaxy Level: Mirage 3-D, GOTO Inc.
Solar System Level: Global Immersion, Dome 3D, Space Telescope Science Institute, East
Coast Controls Systems, Loch Ness Productions
Publication’s Report: Bart Benjamin reported that the production of the quarterly GLPA
Newsletter continues to run smoothly. GLPA now has two advertisers with full-page annual
contracts – Evans & Sutherland and AVI/Konica Minolta Planetarium. GLPA also has three
advertisers with half-page annual contracts – GeoGraphics, Digitalis Education Solutions, and
Seiler/Zeiss. Collectively, these five advertisers earn GLPA a total of $1,135 annually. Audio
Visual Imagineering contributed an additional $180 for two full-page ads in the spring and
autumn issues, bringing this total to $1,315. The deadline for the next (December Solstice)
issue is November 1st. When completed, it will be GLPA’s 165th issue, and Bart’s 88th.
The production of the annual GLPA Proceedings continues to run smoothly as well.
When completed in early 2010, it will be GLPA’s 26th issue and Dale Smith’s 22nd.
In late August, under Geoff Holt’s direction, Bart sent an e-mail message to members via
GLPA’s web service to announce that a new issue of the GLPA Newsletter had been posted to
the GLPA website's Newsletter Page. Bart reported that he will continue to do this each time a
new issue has been posted to the GLPA website.
Finally, Bart reported that the logistics of mailing GLPA publications has become
problem-free, thanks to GLPA’s Membership Chair John Potts.
Education Report: Dave DeRemer reported that from July 15-18, he and Gary Sampson
attended the National Congress on Science Education (NCSE) in Miami, Florida. Sponsored by
the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), the main purpose of the NCSE is to
formulate science education policy at the national level. Dave was part of an issue forum that
presented three resolutions on optimizing elementary science education that were later passed
by the congress as a whole. Gary worked with an issue forum on support systems for science
teachers and presented four resolutions that were also passed by the NSTA congress.
Working on behalf of NASA Educational Outreach, Bernhard Beck-Winchatz and Doug
Roberts (DePaul University) have teamed up with GLPA to create a planetarium program
highlighting the benefits of the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) mission. Dave reminded
the group of the excellent paper presented by Bernhard and Doug at last year’s GLPA
Conference. Dave will keep the group informed on the progress of this new and exciting project.
New life has been breathed into a proposal to produce a GLPA-sponsored program on
cosmology for the planetarium community. Ron Kaitchuck has offered his recent script as a
resource to move this program forward.
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Instructional Materials Report: With regard to Printed Materials, Geoff Holt reported that
there wasn’t much activity in printed materials over the past six months. However, one new
script was added, titled Adventures in Starland. Over the next few months, Dale Smith will be
working to scan all of the printed materials that have not yet been scanned.
With regard to Audio-Visual materials, Geoff reported that Dave Leake has been busy
processing 9 orders for 21 show kits. The Executive Committee thanks Dave for his hard work!
With regard to the “Live from the Planetarium” project, Geoff noted that he has now
received almost 30 recordings from 13 people. However, he would very much like to receive
more submissions. Geoff continues to encourage members to submit a recording of one of their
live programs.
With regard to the GLPA Website, work on the website has been business as usual on
the surface, but a great deal of work has been done behind the scenes. GLPA changed its email service over to Google, which has given the website some additional features, including a
temporary solution to the problem we’ve had trying to send e-mail messages directly to our
members. This solution seems to be effective, since 64 people went directly to the newsletter
web page on the day that the e-mail announcement was sent. Holt then shared some interesting
website statistics, as follows:
Over the past 6 months, the top 10 most visited pages, starting with the highest: home page,
conference, resources, membership, newsletter, search/other, about GLPA, executive
committee, state organizations, and script bank.
Over the past 6 months, 54% of the traffic comes from people using search engines (almost all
Google)
Our visitors come from 74 countries, but mostly the United States (80%). Only 44% are now
using Internet Explorer. Visitors using dialup Internet access is now down to 3%.
Geoff has been investigating solutions for expanding GLPA’s website capabilities, and
decided that Drupal is his first choice for a unified system that would handle what we do now,
and give us a structure to expand our capabilities in the future. Drupal is an open-source
content management system used by thousands of individuals, companies, and organizations to
run their online services. Geoff has been installing the main system and several modules over
the past month. Daniel Tell has also been helping test the system for use as a 3D model sharing
repository. I hope to bring more people onto the team for development and testing purposes
soon. I would estimate that we will be ready for the Executive Committee to make a decision on
the change within the next few months.
Conference Planning: The 2010 conference will be held in Notre Dame Digital Visualization
Theater, directed by Dr. Keith Davis. The dates will be October 20th – 23rd. The 2011 GLPA
Conference will be in Champaign, Illinois. Its dates will be October 19 – 22, 2011. A letter from
the facility was very positive and it sounds as though they have some very interesting
opportunities planned. [After the annual business meeting, the Executive Committee met and
Geoff moved that Champaign’s bid be accepted. The motion was seconded and carried].
Todd D. is running the new “GLPA trinket shop” and he will be accounting for it like the
other special funds.
Old Business: None
New Business: Last year. GLPA donated $300 to the Spitz Education Fund and $200 to the
Star Partners Fund. David H. moved that GLPA donate the same amounts to the same funds
this year. The motion was seconded and carried.
The Spring Executive Committee meeting will be held at Norte Dame on April 17, 2010.
Keith Davis will host this meeting, as well as the annual conference next fall.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. EDT.
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A Giant Screen Film by nWave Pictures in 2D & 3D
transferred to Fulldome by E&S Digital Theater Productions
www.es.com
digistar4@es.com

17 Minute and 49 Minute Versions Available
Ask about special discounted licensing promotions!

Great Lakes Planetarium Association
Financial Report (Fiscal 08-09)
October 1, 2008 – September 30, 2009
Account Summaries
Balance:

Checking Account

10/01/08

Savings Account

$126.37

$32,852.67

Deposits:

$30,829.12

$13,794.02

Withdrawals/Checks:

$28,403.57

$18,035.00

Interest:
Ending Balance:

$4.91
09/30/09

Income
Dues:
Newsletter Advertising:

$930.00
$1,315.00

Check from public school

$189.02

Global Immersion
Registration

$814.00

GLPA Scholarship Fund
Interest:

$50.00
ck $4.91
saving $168.16
$10,858.89
$3,000.00
$1,101.23
$275.00

Conference Income:
Pay Pal Purchases:
Membership, misc
income not specified

Overall transfer from
savings to checking
Overall transfer from
checking to savings
Wired from GI (fee
reimbursement+adv)

$2,556.83

$94.91 (09) + $73.25(08)
$28,779.85

Expenses
Returned check fee
Let there be light:
prod/dist(PHM School)
Check payback to public school
Exec. Committee Travel:
IPS Travel
NSTA Travel
Ex meal
Gift for Astronomy Update talk
IPS
State Day Reimbursement:
Conference Seed Money:
Newsletter Printing, Duplication,
Proceedings, Transcribing &
Postage:

$17,990.00

Overall transfer from
savings to checking
Overall transfer from
checking to savings
Spitz Plaque:

$8,000.00
$100.00

Conference Planning/misc
expenses:

Total:

$18,806.21

Checks, Postage/Misc office:
Insurance
Website, awards…
Live from Planetarium
State of Michigan – non profit
Total:
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$45.00
$4990.00
$189.02
$3521.43
$398.00
$1,392.22
$219.47
$167.00
Star Part $200.00
Spitz $300.00
$100.00
$3,000
Mirror Images $521.44
Wade Kemp $420.00
BGSU $1403.42
Diana Tussing $157.50
$17,990.00
$8,000.00
$30.00
Easels $252.13
Camera $19.25
Food… $1202.73
Tubes/Timers…$153.20
$12.16, 43.17
$908
$728.79
$54.64
$20.00
$20,448.57

Separate Fund
Accounts
Previous Balance:
Revenues:

Expenses:

Printed Materials
$428.49
$0.00

Audio-Visual
Materials
$5,397.74
Show kit sales*:
$430.00
$730.00
Total: $1,160.00

Postage: $8.75 +
$7.76

Kit duplication
materials:
$210.89
Shipping:
$235.21+119.28
Total: $565.38

Ending Balance:

$411.98

$5,992.36

*

Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________
David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer
*

Amount does not include shows purchased using PayPal through the online store.

Shows sold (including those through the online store):
Stargazer (digital):
3
Solar System Adventure (digital):
3
Solar System Adventure (DVD set)
1
Zubee’s Magical Sky (slides):
1
Hotter Than Blue
2
Amazing Stargazing
1
Winter Wonders
2
Hercules & Other Superheroes
1
Once in a Blue Moon
1
Let There Be Night
2
Clyde Tombaugh DVD
1
’94 Eclipse DVD
1
Transit of Mercury DVD
1
Dan Tell animation set (4 DVDs)
1
Image bank orders
1
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GLPA Annual Business Meeting
Delta College Planetarium
Bay City, Michigan
October 24, 2009
President Cheri Adams called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. EDT.
David Hurd gave a brief Secretary’s report and a brief Treasurer’s report. He also reminded the state chairs to take advantage of the $50 that may be used to offset costs at state meetings. Receipts are necessary for reimbursement.
President Adams briefly reviewed the committee reports from the GLPA Executive Committee meeting that was held October 21st.
Dave Weinrich presented information on IPS. President Adams thanked both Dave Weinrich and David Hurd for their
service to GLPA.
Elections were held for Secretary/Treasurer, IPS Representative, and President-Elect. John French was elected as Secretary/Treasurer. Jeanne Bishop was elected IPS Representative and Dave Leake was elected as President-Elect. Congratulations to the newest members of the GLPA Executive Committee.
In new business, Chris Janssen moved that the Executive Committee consider the allocation of $500 to the History Committee for the purchase of equipment and software. The motion was seconded and carried.
Dan Goins moved that the meeting be adjourned and his motion was seconded and carried. The meeting adjourned at
12:30 p.m. EDT.

ARTICLES
SPECIAL DISCUSSION MEETING OF THOSE INTERESTED IN GLPA HISTORY
5:20 - 6:00 p.m., Thursday, October 22, 2009
Doubletree Hotel, 45th Annual Meeting, Bay City, Michigan
submitted by Jeanne Bishop
Attendees/Participants: People present at 6:00 p.m. when attendance was noted:
Susan Button
John Schroer
Dayle Brown
Dan Goins
Sheldon Schafer
Alan Pareis
Francine Jackson
Randy Olson
Steve Savage
Barbara Williams
Susan and Buck Batson

Jeanne Bishop, Chair
Garry Beckstrom, incoming Historian/Chair of History
Committee
Janet Beckstrom
Jon Marshall
April Whitt
Chris Janssen
Geoff Holt
Dale Smith
David DeRemer
Gary Sampson
David Parker
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Summary of Meeting and a Background of GLPA History Efforts
It was great to see the interest in GLPA history, evidenced by the number of people present at this meeting. I began by
explaining some of the “history of GLPA history” as I know and remember it:
Dave DeBruyn, a GLPA Charter Member, has been GLPA designated Historian for 45 years, writing conference summaries for meetings until about 1980 and during some of the 1980’s, when he was regularly attending the conferences. (He
wrote an overview of all early meetings which he distributed at the annual conference in about 2000.) Dave has been
keeping boxes of meeting agendas, photographs, and Proceedings, but since he did not have first-hand knowledge of what
happened at most conferences past the 1980’s, he did not write summaries. When I was President in 2000, I made an effort to revive the history function of GLPA. I asked Jon Marshall and April Whitt to help. Jon Marshall took home some
of Dave DeBruyn’s boxes to see how we might proceed with new history efforts, but Jon discovered that the job of organizing and communicating all that information was overwhelming. At the 2007 Oglebay conference, Jon, April, Gary
Tomlinson and I met for a few hours to see what might be done. I thought it was important to record anecdotal conference
information from those who attended past conferences, and I attempted to do this; but I found that most people could not
remember undocumented anecdotes from even one year earlier.
At the 2008 conference, Geoff Holt and Chris Janssen joined us. Geoff and Chris offered invaluable suggestions involving
technology applications. Gary, April, Jon, and I agreed to each write a 2-3 page summary of a past year meeting so that
these summaries might serve as models to other people writing past conference summaries. We did prepare them and now
have these four summaries for reference. We also have fairly complete conference group photograph information. Since
1984, Dale Smith has been keeping very careful lists of people in the group photographs, and he has gone back to the beginning of GLPA to fill in most names for people in even the earliest photographs.
Gary Tomlinson has been extremely helpful in keeping the history effort going, summarizing ideas we have discussed and
requesting this special history session at the 2009 conference to provide a forum for people to participate. Gary requested
that I chair this meeting, since he just had eye surgery and was unable to be present. Gary also talked to Dave DeBruyn
about GLPA History expectations and found that Dave wished to remain part of the effort but not remain Historian. Dave
DeBruyn was unable to be at the special history session on Thursday afternoon, although I spoke with him earlier on the
meeting day and confirmed his wishes. (Dave was at the conference on Friday for further consultation).
Gary Tomlinson searched for a new Historian. Garry Beckstrom said he would accept the position. With his 30 years of
GLPA membership and leadership capabilities, Garry is a perfect match for the job.
After this summary of some of GLPA’s “history of history,” at the meeting we discussed the questions “Why keep GLPA
History?” and “How can GLPA history information be used by members and others?”
Answers given (here combined):
1. We should know how we came to our present position. Our history is part of us, defining us. Our organizational present perspective and where we are going is shaped by the work and perspectives of the past.
2. Those who contributed important ideas to GLPA will not always be with us. We need to document the ideas of early
leaders so they may be tapped by future GLPA Executive Committees and members.
3. The new/young people who join GLPA and attend first meetings can catch up on the important aspects of the organization in an efficient way.
4. New members of the GLPA Executive Committee can study the minutes of past meetings and can become effective in
their elected or appointed positions more quickly than otherwise.
5. Conference hosts can study past conference summaries, as well as the conference planning guide, to get ideas of procedures and events that were successful and would work for them.
6. GLPA is well-respected in the world community of planetariums. In fact, we are unique. Many things we have done
have served as a model for other planetarium regionals and for the International Planetarium Society. If GLPA has
easily accessible history records, we can be helpful in sharing information with planetarium groups and planetariums
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beyond GLPA.
7. Information revealing diversity among GLPA planetarium — planetarium instruments, institutional settings, programming, exhibits, staffing, budgets, and problems and successful rebuttals for a closing — can demonstrate the variety of
possibilities for planetarium practices to members and world planetarium friends. GLPA publications (Proceedings,
GLPA Newsletter, TIPS Booklets), sometimes with different survey results, can provide this information.
8. Having a “deep history” (good records that go back well into the past) allows not only for the ideas given above and
things that we identify now, but also things we have not yet thought of. The effort to keep detailed records could be
worthwhile in the future, for unforeseen reasons.
Next the group considered, “What are your ideas about what should be done by a GLPA history committee (by whom,
when, and how), keeping the discussed purposes and present structure of GLPA in mind?” The limited amount of time for
this discussion was a problem, so I asked that answers be kept brief. We could have used more time to extend this list of
offered ideas.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Answers given (here combined):
Include oral histories of long-time members.
Keep good records of and communicate the special projects we have done. For example, planetarium shows and ways
we have helped others (Alan Pareis’ efforts in sending slides to Russian planetariums; Dave Weinrich’s efforts in providing educational materials to educators in Sri Lanka).
People remember events differently. So written conference reviews need to be group efforts, with the final summary
prepared by the Chair of the History Committee from a compilation.
Summaries should be written immediately following a conference, since people forget so rapidly.
The photographs (now 600-700 per conference) taken by the conference photographer need to have people’s names
added for every conference, past and present. Chris Janssen already has this for some conferences and some people.
(A disagreement): Whether or not a person should be appointed and know ahead of time that he or she will be writing
a summary of a conference.
Our records need to be in electronic form, cross referenced, and easily usable.
Information needs to be on our GLPA website with links.
The History Committee (or expanded general-interest group) should meet at every conference.

At the end of our discussions Chris Janssen gave a great visual demonstration of ways to use computer software to retrieve photographs of individuals taken at conferences. At the GLPA business meeting on Saturday morning, Chris’ motion for a budget expense to buy needed software was approved. Without Chris Janssen’s and Geoff Holt’s computer
skills, the expanded efforts of the History Committee would not be effective. We are grateful to them. To Dave DeBruyn,
who was GLPA’s designated Historian for so many years and kept materials which preserved history details, we offer a
huge “thank you.”
Thank you to everyone who came and participated in this effort. If you are interested in contributing to the History Committee, contact Garry Beckstrom at gfbeckst@delta.edu.

WISCONSIN/MINNESOTA STATE NEWS (continued from page 11)
The UW-Milwaukee’s Manfred Olson Planetarium is going to celebrate the winter
solstice with a special program focusing on winter constellations. Another special show, titled
Astronomy Beyond 2009, will wrap up the International Year of Astronomy on January 23, 2010.
A new program, titled Colorful Nebulae, will run from late-January to early-March.
At the Minnesota State-Moorhead Planetarium, their fall show is Two Small Pieces of Glass and their December show will be Star of Wonder. Even though it was cloudy, they hosted a successful IYA 2009 event in October titled
“If Galileo Could See Jupiter Today!”
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VOLUME IV, NUMBER 4
WINTER SOLSTICE, 1969
(9 pages in length)
GLPA’s 14th newsletter and the fourth issue of 1969 contained
the following articles and columns:
☼ The cover story, titled “A New Focus on Planetarium Instruction,” was written by Paul Kirby, former
GLPA Secretary/Treasurer. In that article, Kirby noted that “the technology of the planetarium projector
has evolved rapidly over the past decade. . . However, the finest equipment does not necessarily provide
the best available instruction.” The author goes on to describe the process of setting “instructional objectives” within the planetarium environment. [Ed. Forty years later, we planetarians still recognize that
good content is and always will be an important prerequisite for technology to work its magic].
☼ The 1969 GLPA conference in Minneapolis saw a total attendance of 74. In the election held during the
conference, Don Tuttle was elected President-Elect and Maxine Haarstick was elected SecretaryTreasurer.
☼ Don Hall was promoted to the position of Director of the Strasenburgh Planetarium in Rochester, New
York. He had been their Curator of Education.
☼ Two planetarium position openings were announced. The first was for Curator of Planetarium Education
and featured a starting annual salary of at least $6,800. The second position was for Planetarium Director at a state college. Requiring a master’s degree, this position would pay an annual salary of at least
$13,680.
☼ Larry Sabbath, Chairman of GLPA’s Education Committee, reported that his committee has begun to
review astronomy texts, audio-visual materials, library books, and publications from other professional
organizations. By keeping track of new products and publications, GLPA’s Education Committee aimed
to make GLPA members aware of the resources they would find.
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VOLUME XXIV, NUMBER 4
WINTER SOLSTICE, 1989
(20 pages in length)
GLPA’s 85th newsletter and the fourth issue of 1989 contained
the following articles and columns:
☼ Congratulations were given to Dave Linton and the staff of the Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign, Illinois
for hosting a wonderful annual conference. GLPA President Steve Bishop noted that a record 135 people
attended.
☼ In Steve Bishop’s President’s Message, he reflected upon GLPA’s success: “In parting, allow me to try to
answer a question that has been put to me repeatedly by planetarium professionals from other parts of the
nation and the world — What makes GLPA work so well? . . . I think it comes down to this: a tradition of
service by our members. GLPA works because its members make it work. We have a committee structure
that breaks up the work into manageable pieces, and we have high expectations that our officers, committee
chairpersons, and other members will do that work. We elect and select these individuals not to honor them
for past accomplishments but to put their talents to work. This tradition of service and high expectations
goes back to the beginnings of GLPA twenty-five years ago, and I urge you to maintain it in the future.”
[Ed.: Steve’s words are as relevant today as they were in 1989, and GLPA continues to “work well.”]
☼ GLPA’s biennial elections saw Dale Smith elected to the post of President-Elect, David Parker continuing
as Secretary/Treasurer [Ed. . . . a position he would hold until March of 1998], and Gary Tomlinson elected
as GLPA’s IPS Representative.
☼ Former Proceedings Editor Bart Benjamin announced that the 1987 Proceedings has been delivered to
members and the 1986 Proceedings has been delivered to the Bowling Green State University Print Shop
and will be mailed to members in mid-December. [Ed. This ended my tenure as Proceedings Editor, which
included the 1985, 1986, and 1987 editions. It also ended an era for the GLPA Proceedings. Thereafter, Dale
Smith would begin an evolution of that publication . . . away from cassette recordings, endless hours of transcription, and working with typesetters who literally cut and pasted the finished pages toward our current
era of submitted texts, minimal transcription, computer-based publishing, and CD-based delivery].
☼ GLPA mourned the death of Ayne Vandenbrook, who died on November 7th at the age of 24. Carl Wenning, who supervised Ayne at the Illinois State University Planetarium, remembered her academic excellence, service to the planetarium, and cheerfulness.
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DISTRIBUTED EXCLUSIVELY FOR FULLDOME AND PLANETARIUMS BY:
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digistar4@es.com

The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the
following companies and organizations for their generous
support in Fiscal Year 2009-10:

Universe Sponsors ($1,500 - $3,999)
Astro-Tec Manufacturing

www.astro-tec.com/

Evans & Sutherland
and Spitz

www.es.com/
www.spitzinc.com/

Seiler Instrument/Zeiss

www.zeiss.de/planetariums

Digitalis Educational Solutions

www.digitaliseducation.com

Audio Visual Imagineering
and Konica Minolta Planetarium Co.

www.av-imagineering.com/
www.konicaminolta.com/planetarium/

Milwaukee Public Museum
and Daniel M. Soref Planetarium

www.mpm.edu

Ash Enterprises International

www.ash-enterprises.com/

Sky-Skan

www.skyskan.com/

Adler Planetarium

www.adlerplanetarium.org

Galaxy Sponsors ($750 - $1,499)
GOTO

www.goto.co.jp/english/index.html

Mirage 3D

www.mirage3d.eu/

Solar System Sponsors ($500 - $749)
Space Telescope Science Institute

hubblesource.stsci.edu

Global Immersion

www.globalimmersion.com/

Dome 3D

www.dome3d.com

East Coast Control Systems

www.eastcoastcontrol.com/

Loch Ness Productions

www.lochnessproductions.com
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The Delta College Planetarium by night.
Elements of Halloween graced the lobby during the conference.
Food was plentiful and table decorations were lovely.
Garry Beckstrom presents the Armand Spitz plaque to Ken Miller.
The SciDome display by Spitz was one of the many vendor highlights.
Chris Janssen with Jon Frantz from East Coast Control Systems.
Conference hosts Garry and Janet Beckstrom. Applause! Applause!
We planetarians are active participants in our conference activities!
Dr. Ron Kaitchuck gave an excellent Astronomy Update presentation.
The conference delegates were welcomed in so many different ways.
The Seiler/Zeiss display was one of the many vendor highlights.
For years, Gregg Williams has personified what mentoring is all about.
Dr. Slime elevated the level of excitement at the opening reception.
The Audio Visual Imagineering display was one of the many vendor highlights.
Portable planetariums were featured throughout the conference.
The IYA and the 400 year anniversary were common themes throughout the conference.
Tom and Sue Button.
Jon Frantz (East Coast Control Systems) in the Vendor Room.
April Whitt expresses the enthusiasm we all felt.
Conference photographer Dan Goins with Waylena McCully.
At the banquet, David Parker received Honorary Life Member status and Sue Button received the Galileo Award.
Immersive digital theaters had a way of putting smiles on all of our faces!
Food was both plentiful and delicious throughout the conference.
Todd DeZeeuw manned the GLPA gift shop table.
An overhead view of one of the receptions held just outside the dome.
The spirit of GLPA — camaraderie, professionalism, and friendship.
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION (GLPA) offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with
the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. GLPA is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of GLPA, its
membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA Newsletter
Editor (address below). Copyright © 2009.
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