
 

June 3, 2022 
 
Mark Percy Kevin Williams 
Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium 
1595 Hopkins Road 1300 Elmwood Avenue 
Williamsville, NY  14221 Buffalo, NY 14222 

GLPA in the Queen City – October 2022 

Dear Prospective Sponsor, 

We invite you to be part of the 58th Annual Great Lakes Planetarium 

Association Conference from October 18-22, 2022, in Buffalo, NY!  This will 

be the first year implementing the long discussed extended format of the 

GLPA conference. The additional day allows us to offer ample time, space 

and contact opportunities with the delegates. We are meeting in several 

different spaces including two planetariums, and each venue offers unique 

advantages. 

Our sponsor hall is the Buffalo State College Student Union Social Hall. This 

mixed-use space is a banquet hall, exhibition space, and has features of a 

small theater. The reception and Sponsor Showcase on Tuesday evening will 

be held in this hall. There is a large flat screen and projector available for 

your presentations. Sponsor booths will be in this same space surrounding 

tables used for some meals. Delegate presentations on Wednesday morning 

will be in the Assembly Hall which is immediately adjacent to this Social Hall, 

allowing easy access for delegates to meet with you. The Wednesday 

morning welcome, lunch and dinner will also be held in the Social Hall which 

facilitates even more contact time. After dinner on Wednesday, there is a 2 

hour block of time dedicated to our sponsors. Buses will be available for 

delegates to return to the hotel after the first hour, but they are all yours for a 

full hour and they can stay for another hour if they wish. We are hoping that 

someone will sponsor a cocktail hour (or two) during this time as an added 

highlight for our delegates. 

Wednesday afternoon’s schedule involves tri-sessions where groups will visit 

the Buffalo State Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium and two other 

destinations. Another opportunity for sponsorship is the busing from site to 

site. We would be thrilled to highlight your support of the conference in this 

new manner. The block of time in the Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium may 

be a mix of delegate and sponsor time in this brand new 35-foot diameter 

dome with a Spitz SciDome 4K projection and full surround sound, AVI’s 

RGB SkyLaseFX system with hazer and beam effects, and the stunning 

Zeiss ZKP4 star projector.  Limited floor space at the front and back of this 

dome is available for additional equipment to be set up. 

Thursday’s activities will be at the Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium. This 

30-foot dome has a 2K Sky-Skan Definiti system with Dark Matter and DS2 

software as well as full surround sound. A Spitz A5 star projector is in the 

middle of the room with at least 36 inches of clearance on all sides. Sponsors  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

wishing to set up equipment will find ample space both in the middle and in 

the back of this planetarium. 

We will also spend time in Williamsville North High School’s auditorium. This 

newly renovated venue has seating for 700 persons, a state-of-the-art sound 

system and a high brightness venue grade video projector. If you need lots of 

space for equipment, this may be the best room yet. There is a wide landing 

in the middle of the seating, and all of the “down center” seating is removable. 

The room is also set up for the use of fog and haze. Laser vendors may find 

this space particularly appealing. 

Thursday evening brings us back to the Social Hall at Buffalo State for dinner 

and a speaker. Part of the post-dinner activities include time for fulldome 

screenings and laser shows in the Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium as part of 

your sponsorship options. 

Of course, each meal during the conference is an opportunity for you to 

highlight your company’s support of our conference, but we have additional 

opportunities as well. Evening hospitality activities will include the traditional 

format as well as alternatives in other spaces. Karaoke, games and other 

creative activities are all possible thanks to the layout of our hotel spaces. 

Please feel free to contact either of your co-hosts directly for additional 

information or guidance as to which venue is the best for your unique needs. 

We sincerely hope to give you the best possible opportunity to show our 

delegates what you have to offer. 

 
With kind regards, 
 

     
 
Mark Percy       Kevin Williams 
Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium    Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium 
mpercy@williamsvillek12.org     williakk@buffalostate.edu  
(716) 626-8523      (716) 878-5116 
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