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IMAGE CREDITS
Cover Design:  Jackie Baughman (qnbaughman@gmail.com)

Cover Illustration:  The cover of this issue features Jackie Baughman’s artistic interpretation of the 
Apollo 13 insignia. NASA’s original description of that mission insignia:

“Apollo, the sun god of Greek mythology, was represented as the Sun, with three horses 
driving his chariot across the surface of the Moon, symbolizing how the Apollo flights 
have extended the light of knowledge to all mankind.”

The current design of the GLPA Newsletter incorporates small sections of 
several NASA images for its page mastheads. These and other images 
can be accessed from NASA websites such as Mars Exploration, 
Scientific Visualization Studio, and Hubble Space Telescope websites at  
www.spacetelescope.org/images/, heritage.stsci.edu, and hubblesite.org/
gallery. And because all these photos are from NASA, they are free to 
use (with proper credit).

Image Credits page background image:  NGC 2074 in the Large Magellanic Cloud
Credit:  NASA, ESA, and M. Livio (STScI)

Image Credits page inset image:  M96: A Galactic Maelstrom
Credit:  ESA/Hubble & NASA and LEGUS Team

State News Masthead:  Young stars in the “wing” of the Small Magellanic Cloud
Credit: NASA, ESA, CXC and University of Potsdam, JPL-Caltech, and STScI

Bulletin Board Masthead:  M13: A Celestial Snow Globe of Stars
Credit:  NASA, ESA, and Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)

IPS Update Masthead:  Big Blue Marble Earth
Credit:  R. Stockli, A. Nelson, F. Hasler, NASA/ GSFC/ NOAA/ USGS
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Hi everyone! It’s a brand new season and you have a 
brand new GLPA President. Although I’ve been on 
the Executive Committee as President-Elect for the 
past two years, I’m still admittedly new to the 
committee. Thankfully, Geoff Holt will still be 
involved as Past-President and in working with 
Conference Planning. He has done a phenomenal job 
as President, and I’m quite grateful for his experience 
and insights. Geoff is a tough act to follow, but wise 
colleagues have advised me to pause now and then to 
take a deep breath.

Of the 12 Executive Committee positions, four are now held by members who are new to the 
committee. Renae Kerrigan is already hard at work in her new role as Conference Planning Chair. She is 
continuing the work already in progress for the 2020 conference and is actively developing prospects for the 
years ahead. While our new Development Chair Kris McCall is new to the GLPA Executive Committee, she 
has plenty of experience from her work in the SEPA region where she served in various capacities including 
role of President and has twice hosted SEPA conferences. Steve Burkland is our new Treasurer and Tiffany 
Stone Wolbrecht joins us as Secretary to round out our list of new committee members.

Former Secretary Dan Tell remains on the Executive Committee as our new President-Elect. Also 
remaining on the committee are Mike Small, who continues in his role as IPS Representative as the position is 
phased out. Membership Chair Paulette Epstein and Education Chair Peggy Hernandez continue in their 

President’s
Message

Waylena McCully

As I said in my Editor’s Message last autumn, the Apollo 
program should be remembered for much more than one 
historic mission involving Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, 
and the Sea of Tranquility. It was the beginning of an 
equally important era of exploring the Moon and deriving 
scientific value from our six visits there.

50 years ago this April, America’s third lunar 
landing mission planned to land near Fra Mauro, an area 
that was believed to contain material spattered by the 
impact that filled the Imbrium Basin in the Moon’s early 
history. A host of new scientific experiments were 
planned, and for the first time, red stripes were placed on 
the helmet, arms, and legs of Commander Jim Lovell’s 

Editor’s Message
Bart Benjamin 129

Issue 207

3

spacesuit to more easily distinguish him from fellow moonwalker Fred Haise. [Distinguishing one astronaut 
from the other had been a problem on the two previous missions].

But we all know what happened . . . and didn’t happen. Apollo 13’s mission suddenly changed from 
exploring Fra Mauro’s topography to safely returning its crew back to Earth. For 87 hours — from the oxygen 
tank explosion until splashdown — the world held its collective breath and was riveted to the latest news on 
radio, television, and newsstands.

The cover of this spring’s newsletter pays tribute to Apollo 13 with Jackie Baughman’s artistic 
interpretation of that mission’s spaceflight emblem. With it, Jackie becomes the GLPA Newsletter’s second 
cover designer, and will share those duties with our other talented designer, Emily Hromi. Welcome, Jackie!

(continued on page 29)

(continued on page 29)
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Illinois State Meeting
(combined with Indiana and WIMPS)
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020
Location: Adler Planetarium

Chicago, Illinois
Host: Mike Smail
(msmail@adlerplanetarium.org)

On the frosty morning of January 
28th, the Adler Planetarium’s new 
24-inch PlaneWave telescope was 

installed in its Doane Observatory. [See photos on 
page 7]. Much the same way that the old telescope 
was removed (see the last issue of the GLPA 
Newsletter), the new telescope and mount were slowly 
lowered into the observatory via crane over a span of 
about 90 minutes. The next few days were spent 
collimating the mirror and tuning the motors to 
eliminate resonances when they move the telescope. 
With an eyepiece close to the ground, this new 
telescope will be more accessible to guests, no longer 
requiring them to climb a ladder to reach the eyepiece. 
The public launch of the new telescope, the first 
upgrade to the observatory in 33 years, will occur later 
this spring.

The Adler staff is early into the planning 
process for the II-WIMPS (Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota Planetarium Society) 
meeting which will be held at Adler on Saturday, May 
16th. The staff is excited to open their doors, and 
highlight some great behind-the-scenes content for all 
who attend. Prospective attendees should consider 
presenting an informal talk about a recent project or 
program, perhaps as a “road test” for the IPS or GLPA 
conferences later in the year.

Spr ing a t the  Will iam M. Staerkel 
Planetarium at Parkland College promises to be as 
busy as ever. Their public shows included One World, 
One Sky: Big Bird’s Adventure, Phantom of the 
Universe, Spring Prairie Skies, and Expanded View. 
Field trip season is well underway with a wide 
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ILLINOIS:

INDIANA: Melinda O’Malley
PHM Planetarium
Mishawaka, Indiana
momalley@phm.k12.in.us

MICHIGAN: Paulette Epstein
Michigan Science Center
Detroit, Michigan
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com

OHIO: Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Bowling Green, Ohio
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/ Jean Creighton
MINNESOTA: Manfred Olson Planetarium

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
jcreight@uwm.edu

BEYOND Mary Holt
THE Morrison Planetarium
LAKES: San Francisco, California

mholt@calacademy.org
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Tom Willmitch 
ISU Planetarium
Normal, Illinois
trwillm@ilstu.edu
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Above: The new telescope mount is installed and secured. (Adler photo)

Above Right: A look down the barrel at the new telescope’s primary mirror. 
(Adler photo)

Below: The installation team carefully secures the telescope to its mount. 
(Adler photo)

Below Right: PlaneWave Instrument photo of their CDK600 telescope.

A new 24-inch (0.6 m) Corrected Dall-Kirkham 
Astrograph telescope by PlaneWave Instruments was 
installed in Adler Planetarium’s Doane Observatory 
in January. Read more about it on page 5.



https://www.seilerinst.com/divisions/planetarium/


selection of prerecorded and live programs. The new live school program Patterns of Earth and 
Sky was developed for the local Champaign schools’ fifth grade curriculum, and has been well 
received. Producer Waylena McCully used the newer capabilities of the Digistar 6 system to 
individualize the experience for each of the Champaign elementary schools. Director Erik Johnson has 
been busy co-directing the Parkland Regional Science Olympiad in March as well as the State 

Tournament in April. Finally, the 2019-2020 James B. Kaler Lecture Series wraps up in April with “Birds of 
East Central Illinois: Natural Beauty You Probably Didn’t Notice,” presented by local bird photographer Jeff 
Bryant. The staff is already starting work on the lecture speaker lineup for next year.

The Elgin School District Planetarium has procured a small collection of meteorites. They are 
currently being inventoried and labeled in preparation for display. On April 25th, the building will be part of the 
“Open Elgin” event sponsored by the Elgin Chamber of Commerce, which allows visitors to tour a number of 
interesting, important, and historical buildings. In addition to the planetarium chamber, the 1910 transit 
telescope, chronograph room, and displays in the basement showcasing the Elgin National Watch Company 
Observatory will be available to view. The transition of ownership to the school district in 1960 and 
construction of a planetarium will be highlighted.

The Illinois State University Planetarium offered a wide variety of events this winter and early 
spring. First, the ISU Planetarium and University Galleries were pleased to offer Kambui Olujimi’s Skywriters, 
which the Newark Museum described as “stitching together an encyclopedic range of film clips to highlight the 
connections between contemporary art and astronomy, mythology, creative writing, and new technologies.” 
Other shows included Mayan Archaeoastronomy: Observers of the Universe and From Earth to the Universe. 
Finally, the ISU Planetarium welcomed back the award-winning “Improv Mafia,” who perform humorous skits 
under the dome.

The Dome Planetarium at the Peoria Riverfront Museum is happy to welcome a new team member, 
Kyle Denny, who moved to Peoria from Tampa, Florida. Kyle is a space enthusiast and an astrophotographer, 
and is quickly learning the ropes of operating the planetarium. Please welcome Kyle to GLPA at the joint 
Illinois, Indiana, and WIMPS meeting in the spring. In other news, Peoria’s popular Romance Under the Stars 
event sold out four performances this Valentines Day. This spring, special events included their annual 
Interplanetary 5K race, where participants run to Mars and back in our community scale Solar System model, 
Wine and Cheese Under the Stars, and Yoga Under the Stars. In May, they will premiere Big Astronomy: 
People, Places, Discoveries as their daily featured recorded show.

S TAT E  N E W SS TAT E  N E W S Vernal Equinox, 2020
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DON’T MISS OUT

To be included in the summer issue’s State News 
column, please forward news from your facility to 
your state chair in the latter half of April.

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event 
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the 
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible 
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International 
News” column.

WHO DO I CONTACT?

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are 
not quite sure to whom you should direct that 
question, GLPA may have your answer.

The GLPA website has a page that provides a 
helpful way to determine who best could answer 
your question. To use it, please visit

glpa.org/contacts

mailto:bart.benjamin@icloud.com
http://glpa.org/contacts
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Indiana State Meeting
(combined with Illinois and WIMPS)
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020
Location: Adler Planetarium, Chicago, Illinois
Host: Mike Smail (msmail@adlerplanetarium.org)

The Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium received supplemental staff training from 
E&S’s Karen Klamczynski for its five-year old Digistar 5 system in November. The 
planetarium rented its theater for three showings of James Hood’s fulldome Mesmerica 
experience in March. National Geographic’s Living in the Age of Airplanes is Evansville’s 

newest public fulldome offering.
The Brown Planetarium at Ball State University has added a new full-time staff person to their team. 

Dr. Ron Kaitchuck (the Executive Planetarium Director) and Dayna Thompson (the Planetarium Director) are 
now joined by Rachel Williamson, their new Planetarium Show Specialist. Before joining the planetarium team, 
Rachel worked as a science teacher for over 13 years at a public secondary school. She looks forward to using 
her creativity and ingenuity in her new position and is excited to start making planetarium shows. Rachel also 
wants to add additional interactive activities for audiences – like having visitors use smartphones to answer 
questions in some friendly competition. For now, Rachel is concentrating on school group scheduling, outreach, 
and presentations. In early February, the Brown Planetarium presented another viewing of The Real Universe in 
Real Time, a live program where Ball State faculty, staff, and students use telescopes located at dark sites in 
Arizona, South America, and the Canary Islands and project the data onto the dome. During this event, 
telescope data is accompanied by fulldome visuals to make it a truly unique experience. Ball State astronomy 
students are now preparing to present in another planetarium event — the first annual “Astronomy Slam.” Stay 
tuned for more information about this event.

Michigan State Meeting
Date: Saturday, May 9, 2020
Location: University of Michigan’s Museum of Natural History Planetarium
Host: Matt Linke (mlinke@umich.edu)

This winter, Jack Daleske came to Grand Rapids to serve as the new planetarium 
manager at Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium. Jack was previously an educator at the 
Dome Planetarium at Peoria Riverfront Museum and he is excited to share and 
learn new skills at his new home dome. The Chaffee Planetarium staff is working 
hard to bring this year’s public programs up to the next level. New bands and new 

visual artists are playing in the planetarium to sold-out crowds in this year’s Concerts Under the Stars series. 
On February 15th, they hosted astronaut Story Musgrave for Roger That! a public celebration of Roger B. 
Chaffee and space science education. On April 17th, Grand Rapids Public Museum staff is partnering with the 
Veen Observatory to have their biggest event yet for this year’s “Statewide Astronomy Night.” The planetarium 
staff is also exploring new directions by producing new content. Space News topic include the Orion Cloud 
Complex, Christian Koch, and Apollo 13. Most exciting is a new show focused on OSIRIS-REx which will start 
showing this summer. The staff is working with a Holland native who was inspired by his visits to the Chaffee 
Planetarium as a child, and today works at NASA as the TAGCAMS Instrument Scientist for OSIRIS-REx.

mailto:msmail@adlerplanetarium.org
mailto:mlinke@umich.edu
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The Abrams Planetarium at Michigan State University would like to welcome Dr. Jesica 
Trucks to their team. She comes from the University of Toledo and is a post-doctoral researcher 
for the Big Astronomy Project. As the multi-faceted teams gets ready to release the new show Big 
Astronomy: People, Places, Discoveries, Dr. Trucks will be leading research efforts around the 
show, web portal, social media, and hands-on kits. If you plan on running the show and would be 

interested in becoming a possible research site, please email Dr. Shannon Schmoll (schmolls@msu.edu) and Dr. 
Trucks (trucksje@msu.edu). The Abrams Planetarium staff is also excited to be hosting storyteller LuAnn 
Adams to present an original show called Rabbit in the Moon and other Marvelous Tales of the Night Sky for 
ten live performances. This is being done in collaboration with the Wharton Center for the Performing Arts at 
Michigan State University. Abrams is providing all the visuals to back up Ms. Adams’ energetic performance. 

The University of Michigan’s Museum of Natural History Planetarium has continued to grow as they 
approach their tenth month (as of this report). All their galleries are now open, along with the investigate labs, 
the Forum (which is the same screen material you would see in a new E&S digital dome), a traveling dinosaur 
exhibit, and Museum Store. They will host the Michigan State Meeting on May 9th.
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Ohio State Meeting
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2020
Location: McKinley Museum’s Hoover-Price Planetarium, Canton, Ohio
Host: Suzie Dills (suzieastro@yahoo.com)

Let’s start in Youngstown, where Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht reports that the crew at 
YSU’s Ward Beecher Planetarium recently survived their very popular “Rock the 
Dome Weekend,” rocking out with 1,307 guests in two short days. Their student 
employees continue to lead their own star talks and develop their own show content. 
Curt Spivey has been working hard on a new Mars-themed display for the lobby display 

case to correspond with their signature show this season, One Day on Mars, and the upcoming launch window. 
[See photos on page 15]. They will be augmenting this with 3D models from their additive manufacturing folks 
as the year goes on. Tiffany has been busy preparing for the worldwide release of Big Astronomy: People, 
Places, Discoveries that will launch in planetariums on Astronomy Day, May 2nd. The latest information on 
how to get the show can be found at www.bigastronomy.org. The show is also celebrating its first award for 
Best Astronomy Education Film at the Dome Under Fulldome Film Festival in Melbourne, Australia in 
February.

Outside of the Big Astronomy project and an early start to “field trip season” in the planetarium, Tiffany 
was very happy to return to her old stomping grounds in Edinboro, Pennsylvania (honorary Ohio) to speak at 
their Women in STEM public planetarium show on telescopes in Chile, including the new Vera Rubin 
Observatory. [See photo on page 15].

In Sandusky, the Sidney Frohman Planetarium was totally reconstructed in the summer of 2018. The 
Spitz A3P was replaced with a Digitarium Lambda digital system. Lois Wolf ended her directorship in June of 
2019, but was kept on through the summer to do programming, because there was no new director yet. The new 
STEAM Coach/Planetarium Facilitator, Taylor Hines, came on in September of 2019. But Lois was again asked 
to stay on until December, because the new person, who had been an elementary science teacher in the system, 
had no astronomy training nor any planetarium experience. The vision of the District is to use the planetarium 

mailto:schmolls@msu.edu
mailto:trucksje@msu.edu
mailto:suzieastro@yahoo.com
http://www.bigastronomy.org


https://www.baysmountain.com/planetarium/
https://www.ips-planetarium.org


for interdisciplinary studies and nine teachers were then trained to use the equipment. When Lois 
ended her time in December, there were still no plans to do any public programming, so she 
volunteered to do Sunday public programs gratis for a couple of months.

In Bowling Green, Dale Smith returned in January from his third trip to Antarctica [See his 
photo on page 17] and is chairing a Physics and Astronomy Department search committee to hire 

another BGSU astronomer to replace a retirement. The BGSU Planetarium has been running We Are Stars 
from the UK’s National Space Centre as its public show this winter.

Finally, Cleveland area planetarians and friends gathered at the home of Jeanne Bishop on December 
14th for their annual potluck [See their group photo on page 17]. More recently, the Cleveland Regional 
Association of Planetariums met at the Middleburg Heights JHS Planetarium on February 18th, with Len Muni 
hosting.
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Left: Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht recently 
returned to her old stomping grounds in 
Edinboro, Pennsylvania to speak at their 
Women in STEM public planetarium show 
on telescopes in Chile, including the new 
Vera Rubin Observatory.

Above and Right: Youngstown State University’s Ward Beecher 
Planetarium has a new Mars-themed lobby display to complement 
their One Day on Mars show.



https://www.es.com


S TAT E  N E W S

17

WIMPS State Meeting
(combined with Illinois and Indiana)
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020
Location: Adler Planetarium, Chicago, Illinois
Host: Mike Smail (msmail@adlerplanetarium.org)

The Barlow Planetarium has seemed to enter its “Tetris” 
field trip scheduling season slightly early this year trying to 
find a location to schedule groups; by holiday break, they 
were already at over 50% of their reservations for last 

year. Of the 68 field trip days remaining in their school year, 60 of the days already have bookings while only 8 
remain completely clear. Some of the highlights for this school year include a Green Bay intermediate school 
that booked 450+ 6th graders to double programs over seven visits, generating nearly $4,000 revenue from a 
single grade from a single school, which is a new record for the Barlow. In another event, an Appleton middle 
school is bringing 200 students in a single day to enjoy four hours of double programs. With the addition of Ty 

Vernal Equinox, 2020

Right: Dale Smith returned in January 
from his third trip to Antarctica.

Below: Cleveland area planetarians and 
friends gathered in December for their 
annual potluck dinner.

mailto:msmail@adlerplanetarium.org
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Westbrook as a permanent staff member, the Barlow did a limited relaunch of its scouting 
programs, including three levels of Girl Scout programs (Daisy, Brownie, and Junior) and 
four levels of Boy Scout programs (Lion/Tiger, Wolf/Bear, Webelo, and Boy Scout 
Astronomy & Space Exploration merit badges). Next year, they are expecting to add Girl 
Scout Cadets to have a program that might reach between 1,500 and 2,000 scouts. On 

February 12th, the UWO-Fox Cities Campus hosted a special screening of the Menasha episode of Around the 
Corner with John McGivern that included the Barlow as one of Menasha’s highlights. On February 14th, the 
Barlow offered a specially curated couples-only Valentines-themed rock laser show Valentine Laser Mix Tape, 
featuring love-themed songs. Astronomy Day 2020 will be held on May 2nd with a full day of activities 
including planetarium shows, liquid nitrogen demonstrations, a home-built Mercury capsule, screenings of 
Hubble’s Amazing Rescue celebrating its 30th anniversary, a DeLorean time machine, and of course a star 
party. After a year hiatus, the Barlow will be offering its popular Wisconsin Space Academies (rockets) and 
Wisconsin Astronomy Academies (telescopes) in June and early July. Finally, the transition to UW-Oshkosh is 
an ongoing process with great leaps forward and small slides back. The process will continue, thereby allowing 
everything to improve.

The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium is excited for their three special programs before each 
skywatch. On the evening of the Vernal Equinox, they will host a Messier Marathon Show. On April 9th, they 
will be showing the movie Apollo 13 on the dome, accompanied by a skywatch later. The final spring skywatch 
on May 1st will begin with a talk “Next Generation Telescopes” by one of the FRIENDS of the planetarium, 
Dr. Dennis Roscoe. The planetarium, in partnership with the Retzer Nature Center, will be celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of Earth Day and the 30th Anniversary of the Hubble Space Telescope on April 25th, when they 
will be focusing on light pollution and showing the public service announcement Losing the Dark.

To round out 2019, Minnesota State University Moorehead had a spectacular winter celebration. In 
collaboration with the Fargo-Moorhead Area Youth Symphony, they premiered Holidays Under the Stars, 
which was a beautiful mix of live chamber music, fulldome imagery, and live-sky presentation on seasonal 
constellations. [See their photos on page 21]. It was truly a magical experience for both sold-out shows. In 
January, they kicked off the new year with the return of their beloved Solar System Explorers series. Each of the 
four shows in the series involved a different aspect of the solar system. The sun and moon as well as several 
constellations were highlighted in the first show. The next installments of the show included planets, dwarf 
planets, and several moons. On February 8th, they offered their 6th annual “Stars of PBS” event. This event was 
free to the public and included a planetarium show, plenty of games and activities, and a visit from Super Why, 
a character from a popular children’s television show. Their annual “Stars” event is always well attended with 
over 400 people attending on a single Saturday!! Love was in the air with their next event, their Valentine’s Day 
show Romance Under the Stars. This event for couples took a tour of some of the most romantic constellations 
in our sky and told the stories associated with them. In March, a brand-new student-produced show about 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons will premiere. This show will take a look at the music and sonnets associated with the 
piece to draw connections to our seasonal constellations. Pi+1 Day will explore the history of the famous 
number and how it may apply to our sky and space. In the musical work, The Carnival of the Animals, various 
movements representing different animals will be paired with the animal constellations in the sky. This program 
will feature live musicians playing the various parts, a narrator who will be providing the verses as written by 
Ogden Nash, and the beautiful night sky. Recurring programs include Space Quest and What’s Up. Space Quest 
is a show that allows the audience to select the topics they are most interested in. What’s Up explores the 
seasonal skies each month as well as current events and things of note centered around astronomy, space, and 
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Vernal Equinox, 2020

In early December, Minnesota State University 
Moorehead offered Holidays Under the Stars, 
which combined live chamber music with  
fulldome imagery and a live-sky presentation 
on seasonal constellations.



https://www.spitzinc.com


At the Morrison Planetarium within the California Academy of 
Sciences, Hohfeld Hall will be premiering a new live presentation 
about light pollution called Saving the Night, which will explore 
how light pollution affects not just astronomy, but also human 
safety, wildlife, culture, and more. Saving the Night will be 
followed up by a new asteroid-themed show to premiere on 
Asteroid Day in June. There are also two new fulldome shows on 
the horizon. The first is Big Astronomy: People, Places, 
Discoveries, which some of you may have seen at the GLPA 
conference last year! Big Astronomy will be premiering in 

planetariums throughout the world on Astronomy Day, May 2nd. Saving the Night will also be utilizing some of 
the hands-on activities being developed by the Astronomical Society of the Pacific as part of the Big Astronomy 
NSF project. The other fulldome show, which will premiere in October 2020, will be titled Living Worlds, 
which will explore where life could exist either in our solar system or on worlds around other stars.

As much as possible, the presenter team attempts to line up their shows with whatever theme the weekly 
NightLife events have. They’ve managed to come up with some really great shows lately, including a 
presentation with the head brewer of Fort Point Brewing about the science of beer and the amazingly-
acronymed “S.P.A.C.E.G.O.A.T.” show to go along with a “Goat” theme exploring the biggest (or “Greatest Of 
All Time”) objects in our solar system. Their new members-only show, Behind Big Astronomy, will take a look 
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our sky. MSUM recognizes the important contributions of their very talented and motivated 
undergraduate students. One of these is Abby Bormann, who some of you may have met at 
LIPS at Cradle of Aviation this past summer. Abby designed a brand-new shirt, produced 
Holst’s The Planets show, and played her own violin during their Apollo 11 celebration. 
She is a woman of many talents!

In April 2020, the Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium at the Bell Museum will premiere 
Minnesota Water Stories, an interactive water resources planetarium program. It will show at the Bell Museum 
as well as planetariums in Duluth, Mankato, Marshall, Moorhead, Rochester, and St. Paul. This has been 
produced with planetarium partners around the state, and will feature scenes related to water issues customized 
to each region. Funding for this project was provided by the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources 
Trust Fund as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR).

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Manfred Olson Planetarium premiered the series Under 
African Skies, where audiences saw the night sky and learned about the culture of seven African countries: 
Algeria, Egypt, Ethopia, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, and Uganda. The goal is to demonstrate how diverse and 
large the African continent is. A collaboration with the U. of W. Music Department will feature a concert of 
musicians who will improvise in response to astronomical objects.

Constellations! Adventures Connecting Earth & Sky is the next original production at Milwaukee Public 
Museum’s Soref Planetarium. It opens March 21st and features the first puppet battle scene between Orion 
and the Scorpion!  :)  Coming in the fall will be their next cosmic endeavor — A to Z Astronomy.

The Southwest Minnesota State University Planetarium is featuring a new show — Milwaukee 
Public Museum’s It’s About Time — this winter/spring. Also being offered again is the popular one-credit 
Blender course, which makes use of the latest version of Blender with many new and improved features.

Vernal Equinox, 2020



behind the scenes of Big Astronomy production and show some video clips and images 
that didn’t make it into the main production. Behind Big Astronomy premieres in March 
and will act as a special preview for members before the Big Astronomy premiere in May. 
The Benjamin Dean Lecture series in the spring will feature Dr. Tiffany Kataria from JPL 
in March, Professor Gibor Basri from University of California in April, and Dr. Robert 

Jedicke from University of Hawaii in May.
The Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium received grant funding from their school district’s teacher 

center for laser gear. They now have QuickShow software and FB3 hardware for each of the three high schools 
in the district. Their art and business teachers will be trained with the software so that students can try their 
hand at making their own laser art and logos. In addition, the planetarium now has a license for Pangolin 
Beyond. Mark Percy, along with his evening presenters and student assistants are all working on their first 
original music laser show, which is set to premiere in April.

The Challenger Learning Center in Lockport has increased the number of on-site and off-site 
planetarium sessions compared to last fall. They have reached out to libraries and other venues as well as new 
school districts, extending their grade levels from first up to high school astronomy classes. They are also 
experimenting with overnight events for Boy and Girl Scout troops of various ages that include dome sessions. 
Their summer camps covered most of the information for the astronomy and space exploration badges. They 
plan on repeating these sessions next summer. They also held a community day featuring Challenger - NASA’s 
“Next Giant Leap - Back to the Moon and on to Mars” activities. This spring they’ll offer ”Our Blue Marble” 
activities as a spring break camp and community day event. This series takes an overview of Earth as a planet. 
They will continue to offer it with their dome and mission events throughout the spring. The summer will 
feature Mars activities.

2020 marks Adventure Science Center’s 75th year since first opening as Nashville Children’s Museum 
on October 31, 1945. Celebrations are planned throughout the year. New to the the Sudekum Planetarium’s 
show lineup for a limited time is Superpower Dogs, an IMAX film-to-dome transfer highlighting remarkable 
dogs and their human partners. These dogs help fight crime, protect endangered species, and save lives in 
avalanches and earthquakes. The film was funded by MARS Petcare, which has its North American 
headquarters just south of Nashville. Starting in March, the Sudekum Planetarium will host the monthly 
membership meetings of Nashville’s Barnard-Seyfert Astronomical Society. Astronomy buffs will know the 
names E.E. Barnard and Carl Seyfert, both of whom had strong ties to Nashville and Vanderbilt University. On 
March 19th, Nashville’s Bluebird Cafe comes to the Sudekum Planetarium for an exclusive evening of hit 
songwriters, hors d’oeuvres, and drinks. A portion of the proceeds will benefit Adventure Science Center 
educational programs. Songwriters Dylan Altman, Tommy Lee James, and Marshall Altman will share songs 
and stories presented against a backdrop of celestial visual accompaniment curated and designed by planetarium 
staff.

S TAT E  N E W S
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Vernal Equinox, 2020

More about the Apollo 13 Page (page 25) can be found online at:

https://glpa.org/newsletter/plus

https://glpa.org/newsletter/plus


11 April 1970. Apollo 13 launched from Pad A, Launch 
Complex 39, Kennedy Space Center, at 2:13 p.m. EST.

13 April 1970. Mission Operations Control Room during the fourth TV broadcast, just a 
few minutes before the Apollo 13 accident.

Seated (L-R) are astronaut Alan Shepard, astronaut Edgar Mitchell, and Guidance Officer Raymond Teague. Standing (L-R) are flight controller M.P. Frank, 
astronaut Ronald Evans, astronaut Eugene Cernan, astronaut Joe Engle, and scientist-astronaut Anthony England.

 ➞ 14 April 1970. A group of six astronauts and two flight controllers monitor 
the console activity in the Mission Control Center during the Apollo 13 crisis. 

Find many more Apollo 13 images at https://images.nasa.gov.

17 April 1970. Apollo 13 commander 
James Lovell reads the newspaper 
account of their safe recovery.

17 April 1970. A view of Mission Control Center 
immediately following the Apollo 13 splashdown.

14 April 1970. This oblique view of the lunar 
farside shows the area near Mare Moscoviense.

1 1   A P R I L  —  1 7   A P R I L   1 9 7 0A P O L L O   1 3 :

https://images.nasa.gov
https://airandspace.si.edu/explore-and-learn/topics/apollo/apollo-program/landing-missions/apollo13.cfm
https://youtu.be/VIiZyBbZ2Dk
https://youtu.be/sJ3Q3kL7jcA
https://youtu.be/TtO3YQo3kY8
https://youtu.be/jwJfIh4Fwmk
https://youtu.be/hWd_mmYsEQk
https://youtu.be/lMMw2QIHBLs
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GLPA CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP
Each year since 2011, GLPA’s Executive Committee has awarded a pre-determined 
number of scholarships for the next fall conference. Each scholarship waives the 
registration fee and meal package for the award recipient.

Before applying, please read over the Conference Scholarship eligibility and 
instructions webpage at glpa.org/conference_scholarship_eligibility. 

Applicants should complete and submit the online application form at glpa.org/
conference_scholarship_application. Applications received by August 15th will receive 
full consideration. Applications received after August 15th may still be considered at the 
discretion of the Scholarship Committee, contingent upon availability of funds.

DAYNA THOMPSON ELECTED TO IPS BOARD
As you may remember, IPS is transitioning from the existing affiliate representation 
model to a continental elected board. IPS Board elections took place last fall, with 
Dayna Thompson (Director of the Brown Planetarium in Muncie, Indiana) and Michele 
Wistisen (Planetarium Supervisor for the Casper Planetarium in Casper, Wyoming) 
elected to represent the North America region on the IPS Board. The newly elected IPS 
board members will begin their terms at the Edmonton IPS Conference in June.

Dayna Thompson was also recently appointed co-chair of the IPS Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion Committee along with Dani LeBlanc. For more information 
about the committee, visit www.ips-planetarium.org/page/equity.

https://glpa.org/conference_scholarship_eligibility
https://glpa.org/conference_scholarship_application
https://glpa.org/conference_scholarship_application
http://www.ips-planetarium.org/page/equity
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PLANETARIANS’ ZOOM SEMINAR SERIES
From GLPA Education Chair Peggy Hernandez

The last Friday of the month is the day for Planetarians’ Zoom Seminars. These live 
webinars include a short presentation on a specific topic and then some question and 
answer time. A list of upcoming seminars can be found on the Pacific Planetarium 
Association’s website at www.ppadomes.org/events/pzs-schedule. Archived seminars 
can be found at www.ppadomes.org/events/ppsarchive.

 

GLPA GRANTS FOR PLANETARIUM PROJECTS
From GLPA Education Chair Peggy Hernandez

Did you know that GLPA offers grants that could support projects at your 
planetarium? Examples of past projects that were awarded grant money were Paper 
Plate Astronomy, the Cosmic Colors fulldome show, the Solar System Adventure 
Tour show kit, and Zubenelgenubi’s Magic Sky fulldome show kit. More information 
and the application are on the GLPA website at glpa.org/project-proposal.

 The February 28th program featured Geoff Holt and his NITARP experience. 
March 27th will feature Big Astronomy with Renae Kerrigan, Shannon Schmoll, and 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht. The seminars start at 4 p.m. Central Time.

http://www.ppadomes.org/events/pzs-schedule
http://www.ppadomes.org/events/ppsarchive
https://glpa.org/project-proposal


http://glpa.org/catalog
https://glpagear.qbstores.com


President’s Message    (continued from page 3)

positions, as do Technology Chair Tom Dobes and Publications Chair Bart Benjamin.
Spring is a busy time, with many of us in the midst of heavy field trip schedules. As busy as we get, 

remember to carve out some time for yourself. Even a small amount is better than none at all. Take some time 
to relax, time to notice the seasonal changes outdoors, time to rest, time to exercise and perhaps even time to 
look up at the real night sky. And don’t forget to pause now and then to take a deep breath.

Editor’s Message    (continued from page 3)

        
        

        
        

 
       

           
 

Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2020. Please submit 
your facility reports to your State Chairs by late-April. Have a wonderful spring and enjoy your state meeting!
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P L A N E TA R I U M  S O C I A L  M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page
www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael 
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein, 
Bart Benjamin

GLPA’s Twitter page
twitter.com/GLPAsocial
Administrator: Mike Smail

GLPA’s Instagram page
www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael 
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)
planetarians.slack.com

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike 
Smail, Steve Burkland

The Dome Dialogues
www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter, 
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell

                    
                    

    

 As my own tribute to that mission, I created an Apollo 13 photo page on page 25 that utilizes photographs 
from NASA’s excellent Image and Video Library at images.nasa.gov. Using this resource, several hundred 
high resolution (and public domain) NASA images can be found by searching “Apollo 13.” Finally, as a bonus 
to the readers of our digital edition, I’ve embedded an “easter egg” link onto each of the images on this page. 
Readers of the printed newsletter can visit glpa.org/newsletter/plus for more information.
 Spring is the time for GLPA state meetings, and I encourage you to attend yours. The dates, locations, and 
contact names are given at the beginning of each state’s report in the State News section, or by visiting GLPA’s 
State Organizations page at www.glpa.org/state.

https://images.nasa.gov
https://glpa.org/newsletter/plus
https://www.glpa.org/states
https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/
https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial
https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/
https://planetarians.slack.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues
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IPS2020 is right around the corner, June 21-25, 2020 at Telus World of Science in 
Edmonton, Canada. The early-bird/discounted registration period has closed, but 
registration is still open for both attendees and sponsors. In addition to the usual 
litany of papers, panels, and socialization, I’m especially looking forward to 
hearing from keynote speaker Wilfred Buck. Wilfred is also known as the ‘Star 
Guy’ and he travels throughout Manitoba, teaching astronomy from an Indigenous 
perspective. Here’s a link for more information on Buck and his work: mfnerc.org/
wilfred-buck-the-star-guy/.

The full IPS conference will be preceded by a two-day Fulldome Festival (June 
18-19, $100), a one day IMERSA (June 20, $99), and a one day LIPS Workshop 
(June 21, $35). There will also be a day of Giant Screen Cinema Association-
curated large-format films screened concurrent with the conference on June 25th. 
The official hotels range from $115-$150/night, and lower priced university rooms are also available ($60/night, 
not within walking distance of the conference site). Visit ips2020.twose.ca to register, or for additional 
conference information. See you there!

Candidate nominations are now open for the 2020 IPS Elections. Different from last year’s Board Elections, this 
year we’re seeking candidates for the positions of IPS Secretary, IPS Treasurer, and IPS President-Elect. 
Secretary and Treasurer are two-year terms (eligible for three-consecutive terms). President-Elect is a six-year 
commitment (President-Elect 2021-22, President 2023-24, Past-President 2025-26). More information, 
including how to submit nominations is available at www.ips-planetarium.org/page/elections.

This April marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, and the Earth Day Network is looking to partner with 
museums and planetaria for special programming. Visit bit.ly/EDay2020 for a comprehensive digital toolkit 
featuring resources and additional information.

Planetarium 1 in St. Petersburg, Russia will be the host site for the IPS2022 conference. St. Petersburg is the 
cultural capital of Russia, and touts the Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the Mariinsky Ballet, and the 
world’s largest planetarium, a 37 meter dome inside a 150 year old gas storage facility. The conference is 
currently scheduled for August 7-11, 2022, $350 is the planned registration fee, and there are 10 preferred 
conference hotels in the vicinity that range from $50-100/night.

by IPS Representative
Mike Smail

msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

UPDATE
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VOLUME 15, NUMBER 1
(12 pages in length)

GLPA’s 48th newsletter and the first issue of 1980 contained the 
following articles and columns:

VERNAL EQUINOX, 1980

★ The cover of this issue featured a photograph of the Science Museum of Minnesota’s new 90,000 square foot 
building in Saint Paul, which connected by skyway to the original building. The new building housed its new 
3M Omnitheater.

★ This issue included a preliminary announcement for the 1980 GLPA Conference, which was held at the 
Abrams Planetarium at Michigan State University in East Lansing and the Waverly Schools Planetarium in 
Lansing from Oct. 8-11, 1980.

★ Duane Allman wrote a paper titled A Red Star Field on the Spitz A-3, which describes his design for a 
homemade red star field projector, which rendered a special effect needed for Hansen Planetarium’s new 
program Springtime of the Universe.

★ GLPA Members Carl Wenning and Jeffrey Hunt wrote a Letter to the Editor in which they asked 
planetarians to refrain from creating Christmas shows that give any credence to astrology. They pointed out that 
planetarians should be debunking astrology, and opined that some Christmas shows gave astrology more 
attention and credibility than it deserves.

★ Dave Batch and Gary Tomlinson announced that the Second “Almost Annual Michigan GLPA Family 
Campout” would be held on July 19, 1980. They asked members to voice their input and location preferences.

★ The minutes of GLPA’s October, 1979 Executive Committee meeting were published in this issue of the 
newsletter.

★ Spring state meetings for WIMPS, Indiana, and Michigan were announced.
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VOLUME 35, NUMBER 1 VERNAL EQUINOX, 2000
(22 pages in length)

GLPA’s 127th newsletter and the first issue of 2000 contained the 
following articles and columns:

★ As a result of the GLPA elections in the fall of 1999, Jeanne Bishop became GLPA President, Gary Sampson 
became President-Elect, and Dan Francetic stepped down to the role of Past-President. Bob Bonadurer and Sue 
Reynolds-Button retained their positions of Secretary/Treasurer and IPS Representative, respectively.

★ Planetarian Profile, a GLPA Newsletter column that profiled willing members of GLPA, featured the 
profiles of four planetarians in this issue: April Whitt, Gary Tomlinson, Brock Schroeder, and Dr. James Kaler.

★ This issue of the newsletter featured a GLPA Conference Flashback article that was initially presented at the 
1986 conference in Cleveland by Carl Wenning of the Illinois State University Planetarium. Carl’s October, 
1986 presentation was titled In Defense of Mythology.

★ The cover of the newsletter featured a computer rendering of the “Great Unobservable Planetary Alignment” 
of May, 2000, which included the planets Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. Unfortunately, the Sun 
was also there, so this remarkable conjunction of all five naked-eye planets could only be “observed” using sky 
simulation software.
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Visit the GLPA Newsletter Archive at
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive

https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive


The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2019 - 2020:

Parallel Universe Sponsors
Ash Enterprises www.ash-enterprises.com
Evans & Sutherland www.es.com
GOTO INC www.goto.co.jp/english
Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com
Zeiss www.zeiss.com/planetariums/int/home.html

Universe Sponsors
Audio Visual Imagineering www.av-imagineering.com
Clark Planetarium www.clarkplanetarium.org
Digital Projection www.digitalprojection.com/visualization
Digitalis Education Solutions www.digitaliseducation.com

Galaxy Sponsors
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc. astro-tec.com
AUI/Big Astronomy www.aui.edu/
Laser Fantasy www.laserfantasy.com
Milwaukee Public Museum www.mpm.edu
NISE Network nisenet.org
Seiler www.seilerinst.com/divisions/planetarium/
Sky-Skan www.skyskan.com

Solar System Sponsors
Adler Planetarium adlerplanetarium.org/
Bowen Technovation www.bowentechnovation.com/
ChromaCove www.chromacove.com
Museum of Science (Boston) www.mos.org

Planet Sponsors
California Academy of Sciences www.calacademy.org
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☆☆ Executive Committee (Elected)
☆ Executive Committee (Appointed)

Executive Committee mailing addresses 
and phone numbers can be found by 
visiting  glpa.org/exec.

GLPA Home Page:
glpa.org

Astronomical photographs used within the GLPA Newsletter are courtesy 
of NASA and the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI).

PLEASE NOTE:

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from:

Physics and Astronomy Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green  OH  43403

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith at 
dwsmith@bgsu.edu.

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION (GLPA) offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with 
the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. GLPA is an affiliate of IPS (International Planetarium Society), NSTA (National 
Science Teachers Association), and IMERSA (Immersive Media Entertainment, Research, Science & Arts). Membership dues are $20 annually, 
payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary, and requests for membership should be 
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions 
expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of GLPA, its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of 
February, May, August, and November. Send information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2020.
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CONFERENCE PLANNING   ☆
Renae Kerrigan
RKerrigan@peoriariverfrontmuseum.org
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    CONFERENCE REGISTRAR
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    2020 CONFERENCE HOST
    Mark Reed
    marksreed@aol.com
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IMAGE CREDITS

Cover Design: Emily Hromi (emilyhromi@gmail.com)

Image Credits: The SARS-CoV-2 illustration, titled Coloring Coronavirus, was 
created by Emily Hromi, based on a painting by David S. Goodsell.

The background image is a British Library digitized image from page 52 of 
L’Espace céleste et la nature tropicale, description physique de l’univers ... préface de 
M. Babinet, dessins de Yan' Dargent. 1866.

The current design of the GLPA Newsletter incorporates small sections of 
several NASA images for its page mastheads. These and other images 
can be accessed from NASA websites such as Mars Exploration, 
Scientific Visualization Studio, and Hubble Space Telescope websites at  
www.spacetelescope.org/images/ and hubblesite.org/images/gallery. And 
because all these photos are from NASA, they are free to use (with 
proper credit).

Image Credits page background image:  NGC 2074 in the Large Magellanic Cloud
Credit:  NASA, ESA, and M. Livio (STScI)

Image Credits page inset image:  M96: A Galactic Maelstrom
Credit:  ESA/Hubble & NASA and LEGUS Team

State News Masthead:  Young stars in the “wing” of the Small Magellanic Cloud
Credit: NASA, ESA, CXC and University of Potsdam, JPL-Caltech, and STScI

Bulletin Board Masthead:  M13: A Celestial Snow Globe of Stars
Credit:  NASA, ESA, and Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)

Articles Masthead:  Newborn stars within the Prawn Nebula
Credit:  European Southern Observatory

IPS Update Masthead:  Big Blue Marble Earth
Credit:  R. Stockli, A. Nelson, F. Hasler, NASA/ GSFC/ NOAA/ USGS

mailto:emilyhromi@gmail.com
http://www.spacetelescope.org/images/
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What a difference a few months can make.

We were, many of us, gearing up for one of our busiest 
spring field trip seasons ever. We were wondering how to 
get through it while planning for one of our busiest summer 
camp field trip seasons ever.

And now?

The infrastructure of our daily lives has changed 
significantly. There is little certainty of what lies ahead. 
Some domes are trying to reopen in a limited fashion, 
others remain closed for the foreseeable future. There have 
been layoffs and furloughs, and will likely be more to 

come. Budgets will be a mere shadow of their former selves. For some, travel has been severely restricted or eliminated 
for the next year.

The Executive Committee has made the painful decision to postpone the annual conference from 2020 to 2021. 
Thanks to Mark Reed, Renae Kerrigan, and Steve Crawford for implementing a solid plan for rescheduling the 
conference. Our hosts look forward to having us in 2021, and we look forward to joining them in Kalamazoo.

As a profession, we have banded together across several social media platforms. We’ve seen the emergence of new 
online avenues for professional development and networking, such as the e-Conferences from The Dome Dialogues and 
The Planetarian Network from IPS. They are not a direct substitute for the many canceled conferences and meetings, but 
they can help.

We have always been there for each other in the past, and it is important to maintain and strengthen those 
connections now.

In the coming weeks, think of one or two colleagues you haven’t spoken with one-on-one in some time. Send an 
email, or a private message, or even call by phone. Check in with them, find out how they are doing, set up a time to chat. 

We planetarians are creative and resourceful. We will find our way through this new infrastructure. 

President’s
Message

Waylena McCully

With apologies to the Grateful Dead, “lately, it occurs to 
me. . . what a long, strange trip it’s been!”

The global disruption caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus has 
upended the world and its 7.6 billion people unlike anything in 
the past century. Schools, museums, planetariums and all other 
places where people gather closely are particularly affected, 
and no one knows when normalcy will return and a vaccine 
will become widely available. Adding to the surreality of the 
spring of 2020 were the police actions in Minneapolis and the 
widespread protests, violence, and chaos that resulted.

But we planetarians are resourceful, and if there’s a way to 
reach our audiences and our students during this time of 
unprecedented challenges and uncertainty, we will find it! 
Armed with Zoom software, broadband Internet, and unbridled 

Editor’s Message
Bart Benjamin 130

Issue 208

3

creativity, planetarians throughout the world are developing strategies to mitigate the temporary closure of our domes.

Using that same digital pipeline, we’re reaching out to each other and sharing strategies to both professionally work and 
personally cope with these hardships. One of these creations is a series of e-Conferences and Virtual Hospitality Room 
get-togethers that began in late-March and continue to this day on Dome Dialogues. They have been hugely successful, 
and we as a profession are indebted to Michael McConville, Mark Webb, and the 30+ presenters who have thus far 
contributed their time, knowledge, and resources to their planetarian kin through this medium. Read more about this in 
Michael McConville’s article on page 17. If you haven’t already checked out these online resources, you really should!

(continued on page 41)
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II-WIMPS meeting: On Saturday, May 
16th, Mike Smail from the Adler 
Planetarium hosted the multi-state 
meeting for WIMPS, Illinois, and 
Indiana, which was forced to be a virtual 
meeting because of the pandemic. The 
resulting Zoom meeting featured 14 
presentations, including a tour of Adler’s 
world class collection of historic 
scientific instruments and a workshop 
hosted by Chuck Bueter on building a 

solargraph to trace the changing diurnal path of the Sun 
over the course of the year using a 16-ounce aluminum can 
and black & white photographic paper. In the end, 51 
people were part of this six-hour long Zoom meeting. See 
their group photo on page 8. For complete coverage of the 
meeting, including videos of each presenter, their 
presentation slides/additional content, and the chat 
transcripts, please visit https://sites.google.com/
adlerplanetarium.org/iiwimps2020/home. Mike Smail adds, 
“Many thanks to everybody who participated in our virtual 
II-WIMPS meeting. It was great to see your smiling faces, 
and hear what sorts of things you’ve been up to, both in 
your domes and in your homes. Hopefully we’ll be able to 
see you at Adler in person next spring!”

The staff of the William M. Staerkel Planetarium in 
Champaign is enduring the pandemic. Their last shows 
were on March 14th and the college closed on March 
21st. Director Erik Johnson has moved his astronomy 
courses online and has been sharing sky news through 
social media. Producer Waylena McCully and Tania 
Swigart have been creating online science activities with 
participation from local friends and colleagues. Erik, 
Waylena, and Tania made a series of videos sharing their 
favorite HST images to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
Hubble, and Tania has kept the community entertained 
through bedtime story reading. See her photos on page 7.

While the Dome Planetarium in Peoria is closed 
to the public, the staff has been hard at work creating 
virtual programming to continue connecting to their 
audiences. It has long been their ambition to launch a video 
series, and they had just started a series called What’s Up 
with Renae Kerrigan in March before their doors closed. 
See photos on page 7. This video series has proven to be 
popular with their museum members and space enthusiasts. 
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STATE CHAIRS

ILLINOIS: Tom Willmitch
ISU Planetarium
Normal, Illinois
trwillm@ilstu.edu

INDIANA: Melinda O’Malley
PHM Planetarium
Mishawaka, Indiana
momalley@phm.k12.in.us

MICHIGAN: Paulette Epstein
Michigan Science Center
Detroit, Michigan
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com

OHIO: Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Bowling Green, Ohio
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/ Jean Creighton
MINNESOTA: Manfred Olson Planetarium

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
jcreight@uwm.edu

BEYOND Mary Holt
THE Morrison Planetarium
LAKES: San Francisco, California

mholt@calacademy.org
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You can watch the videos on Facebook, or in this YouTube playlist: https://bit.ly/2yCNCRS. In addition, Nick 
Rae launched a science demo series, using both Facebook Live and recorded videos, which he called Whiz Bang 
Science. See photo on page 7. His original liquid nitrogen demonstration has been viewed thousands of times, 
and the series continues to be popular. You can see a playlist of the demos at https://bit.ly/36FiHRI. And finally, 
their newest team member Kyle has been busy producing the videos and publishing a weekly newsletter, another 

longstanding ambition that the shutdown has given the staff time to focus on. Kyle hosted a live stream of the full moon 
through his telescope, which has been the most popular and engaging post in the Dome Planetarium’s Facebook page 
history, with 7,600 views so far. It can be seen at https://bit.ly/3c8Hj6f. Of course, like everyone else, the staff wishes they 
were open to the public, but they are also grateful this closure has allowed them to put practices in place that they have 
long planned for.

The Elgin School District Planetarium closed along with every other school in the state on March 13th. As a 
full-time teacher, Peggy Hernandez was expected to engage students in distance learning, i.e. interesting and standards- 
aligned lessons students could do from home. The whirlwind of professional development covering learning management 
systems, Kami, Screencast, Kahoot, Google this and that, etc. . . along with the Illinois Board of Education directives, she 
has realized a few things: 1) When we are most uncomfortable, we grow the most; 2) Between Stellarium and Google 
sites and Canvas, I am able to check off all the boxes of requirements thrown at me; and 3) These new platforms and 
expectations have created a great environment for our teachers to really hone in on best practices. What do our students 
really need to know? What do they really need to do? How does this connect to the NGSS? How will we know what they 
learned? What is really important? As a teacher leader in a big K-12 district, it’s been a mess, but also a great opportunity 
to turn away from some less effective practices (memorizing just to memorize, piles of busywork, cookbook labs) and 
require evidence of science practices and crosscutting practices no matter what content is assigned. It’s not easy nor ideal, 
but giving feedback and engaging students in new and different ways has encouraged Peggy’s own growth mindset. Her 
concern as of this writing is about next school year. Will it be in person? If so, how will that look? What state 
requirements will change or not change? She thinks we all better keep that growth mindset nimble and receptive!

The Illinois State University Planetarium in Normal is currently closed to the public out of concern for the 
welfare of its visitors during the COVID-19 pandemic. No reopening date has been set for on-site planetarium programs. 
Meanwhile, the ISU Planetarium is sharing astronomy and general science information, along with educational materials, 
on its website and Facebook page. This includes a free, flat-screen version of Legends of the Night Sky - Perseus and 
Andromeda on the planetarium’s website. The show was generously provided by Joanne Young and Audio Visual 
Imagineering. Additional free planetarium shows are planned.

Adler Planetarium in Chicago closed its doors to the general public on March 14th. Since that time, the staff has 
been ramping up their online presence, and beginning to make plans for what the re-opening will look like. Probably the 
most successful new outreach endeavor has been their Skywatch Weekly video series. Each week, they post a short (7 
minute) tour of a portion of the current night sky. They use OBS (Open Broadcaster Software) to pair video and audio of 
Nick Lake, their Manager of Theater Experience & Presentation, along with video streamed from their planetarium 
software and additional media into a compelling presentation. This format allows them to offer observing suggestions and 
challenges, respond to questions from previous episodes, and cross-promote other Adler initiatives. Adler has maintained 
a close connection with Apollo XIII commander Jim Lovell over the years, and they had planned for April to be a month-
long celebration of the 50th anniversary of that mission. While they’ve had to postpone or cancel the in-person events, 
they’ve also been able to move some of them online. Stories from Mission Control paired Andrew Johnston, their Vice 
President for Astronomy & Collections, with engineers and other “behind the scenes” crew who helped get America to the 
Moon and back. Both of these video series are online at https://www.youtube.com/adlerplanetarium. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, they are also seeing record involvement in their Zooniverse citizen science platform. Zooniverse enables 
people to contribute to cutting-edge research in numerous fields — scientific and otherwise — in a fun, easy to understand 
way. To learn more, or start on a project, visit https://www.zooniverse.org/.
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Upper Left: At the Adler Planetarium, retired NASA engineer 
Norm Chaffee shows an Apollo-era Reaction Control System 
Thruster. Both the Service and Command Modules contained 16 
of these thrusters for maneuvering in space.

Top Right: At the Adler Planetarium, Nick Lake introduces Orion 
and other objects in the early evening sky.

Above: The planetarium software at the Adler Planetarium 
allows the staff to re-use sequences that they’d previously created 
for the dome.

Left 2: At the Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign, Tania Swigart 
read bedtime story to the children of Champaign-Urbana.

Above Left: The Dome Planetarium in Peoria started a video series called What’s Up with Renae Kerrigan in March.

Above Right: The Dome Planetarium also launched a science demonstration series called Whiz Bang Science, which featured Nick 
Rae appearing in both recorded videos and on Facebook Live.



II-WIMPS meeting: On Saturday, May 16th, Mike Smail from the Adler Planetarium hosted the 
multi-state meeting for WIMPS, Illinois, and Indiana. See the Illinois report for details.
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Michigan’s state meeting was originally scheduled for May 9th at the new University of 
Michigan Natural History Museum in Ann Arbor. Due to COVID-19, they decided to 
cancel the in-person meeting and host a virtual meeting instead. They had about 20 people in 
attendance and they were able to discuss Michigan-specific issues related to COVID-19 and 
what to do about reopening facilities. The virtual meeting saw some new faces, and 
hopefully, some new collaborations. They also had a special, “Show us your animal” 
segment, which is always the best part of every Zoom meeting.

The II-WIMPS 
Zoom meeting 
group photo

The Michigan 
Zoom meeting 
group photo.



As of this writing in early May, Ohio’s planetariums are closed, whether they be in colleges, 
schools, or museums, as are planetariums across GLPA-land and around the world. Still, we 
have some news tidbits.

The staff at the Ward Beecher Planetarium in Youngstown are continuing to work 
from home to deliver astronomy education to their community with a weekly public show on 
Facebook live and virtual field trip options to teachers. All members of the planetarium team 
including students have led sections of public shows and they have been very successful so far 
with hundreds of live views and thousands of overall views. Curt Spivey has been working 
hard to revamp this year’s Nightlights Halloween program and hoping it will be one of the best 
in its 30-plus year history. The WBP students are also flexing their artistic muscles from home 
developing backdrops that will transform their lobby into a magical world for “Wizarding 

Weekend” as well as making an astronaut photostand for the lobby.
During the closure, the Director of Hoover-Price Planetarium in Canton, Suzie Dills, presents a weekly night 

sky highlight and educational video, which includes activities. Every Wednesday, the pre-recorded video is posted to the 
William McKinley Presidential Library & Museum’s Facebook page.

The University of Toledo’s Ritter Planetarium closed right after spring break in March. Now they’re offering 
streaming programs from Spitz on their webpage. Mike Cushing is “meeting” with some K-12 students online so they can 
chat with a real-life astronomer. Heidi Kuchta and Alex Mak are working to convert their astronomy lab and astronomy 
class events to an online format. Alex is also working on creating some distance learning school programs for the 
fall. They are also waiting to hear how the University of Toledo will handle a roughly 30% anticipated budget cut.

Just west of Toledo, while the Appold Planetarium at Lourdes University in Sylvania is temporarily closed, 
director Laura Megeath is hosting a “Dome from Home Club” with flat screen shows and space trivia.

Down the road in Bowling Green, the BGSU Planetarium also closed right after spring break in March, just as 
We Are Stars ended its winter run. Natural Selection had been scheduled to begin a run in late March, but that will be 
rescheduled at a later date. BGSU academic budgets are facing an 8.5% cut for the coming year. Director Dale Smith 
taught his honors astronomy class online after spring break, as all BGSU classes, both spring and summer, are now being 
delivered electronically. A decision about whether fall classes will be face-to-face or online is expected to be made in 
June.

The planetarium at Fairview Park High School west of Cleveland is now closed and director Janice Costaras has 
moved on.

Defiance Schools in northwest Ohio is getting a new high school. In a piece of good news, the school 
administration will be storing the existing Viewlex-Apollo projector for re-installation in the new building. Defiance is in 
a rural setting where students can see a dark sky outside as well as in the planetarium, and it is good to see an 
administration that recognizes the value of a planetarium. Veteran Director Richard Neuwirth is planning for the future of 
a lifetime collection of space memorabilia.
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Released on January 5, 2020, this HST image showcases 
spiral galaxy UGC 2885, located 232 million light-years 
away in Perseus, which is being “photobombed” by a 
bright foreground star within our own galaxy.



II-WIMPS meeting: On Saturday, May 16th, Mike Smail from 
Adler Planetarium hosted the multi-state meeting for WIMPS, 
Illinois, and Indiana. See the Illinois report for details.

The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin has 
been busy with a handful of projects while keeping the planetarium 
community involved and informed during these unprecedented 
times. Some of the current projects include: preparing Spanish star 
talks for each season, previewing and purchasing new planetarium 
shows, sending out reminders about celestial events via 
TweetDeck, increasing their presence on social media platforms, 

scheduling visits for all Waukesha school groups for the 2020-2021 school year, preparing the fall/winter environmental 
guide and schedule for upcoming public programming and events, sending additional monthly newsletters and sky maps 
out to the Friends of the Planetarium, and assisting 
teachers any way possible within their virtual learning 
platform. The two biggest projects they are tackling, 
though, involve some really exciting news for their 
facility. Some of the team members are developing a new 
Hubble show in preparation for the free public unveiling 
event they are hosting for the 30th anniversary of the 
Hubble Space Telescope, while others are assisting with 
stuffing envelopes to help kick-start their fundraising 
campaign to remodel and refresh the front lobby area. The 
goal is to make that area interactive for all visitors while 
allowing it to be customized easily based on events and 
programming. A designer’s concept is shown here. ➞

The Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium in the Bell Museum in Saint Paul, Minnesota is creating 
engaging astronomy posts and videos to keep people looking up even when things are down! They are tailoring different 
content to different background/interest levels, and using a variety of mediums (photo, video, text) and platforms 
(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, museum website) to meet people where they’re at in their lives. They are adding more 
astronomy activities, and always encouraging them to head outside when it’s safe to do so.

The Madison Metropolitan School District Planetarium in Madison, Wisconsin is staying connected to schools 
and the general public through online resources and virtual events. They are producing videos to provide some flatscreen 
experiences to replace planetarium visits for classes and holding live virtual events for the general public. They are also 
maintaining connections through social media. Both the planetarium staff and the audiences have expressed joy at seeing 

each other’s faces and exploring together, even though they can’t be 
together face-to-face.

The Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee has partnered with the alumni association for 
a weekly live series called Stars have Stories that will run until June 
26th that is targeting families with kids. See photo (left). Also, Jean 
Creighton has started a series of podcasts about Greek myths 
connected to constellations. She just completed the Perseus story 
and is about to embark on Hercules. Their website has resources for 
teachers and families, planetarium programs, and stargazing videos.

The Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin primarily serves the students of the Wauwatosa School District, so Todd DeZeeuw is in a holding pattern until 
schools reopen, and expects that field trips will be prohibited for some time even when they return to classes in their 
buildings. To continue to serve the local public, Todd sends out occasional posts of things that their friends may wish to 
look for in the current night sky. He has considered hosting a Zoom public show, utilizing Stellarium, but has not taken on 
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Beyond the Lakes held their second quarterly meeting of the year in 
April, which in and of itself was business as usual, but a lot of attendees 
were having several Zoom and/or virtual meetings that week, not just that 
one! Attendees checked in with what each other were working on as per 
usual, but the updates were much different than normal with everyone 
being affected by COVID-19 to some degree. Members shared concerns 
over the ability for portable domes to return after closures are done, 
brainstormed ways to engage audiences remotely or in out-of-dome 
spaces, and shared hopes for continuing new online programming even 
after planetariums re-open. It was a great opportunity to connect with 
fellow planetarians during this time of extreme uncertainty. Plus many 

Beyond the Lakes members have been attending the weekly e-Conferences hosted by our own Deputy Chair, Michael 
McConville. These e-Conferences have been an excellent way to stay in touch on a regular basis with planetarians all 
across the world during this strange time, and engage in professional development opportunities to boot!

With New York state being ground zero, and the COVID-19 lockdown in place, the Challenger Learning Center 
Planetarium in Lockport, New York has been idle. Their fingerprinting service is paying the rent and covering payroll as 
they organize, clean, and disinfect the rest of the center. They are creating a new curriculum for a week-long astronomy 
day camp this summer and also hope to have the dome on the road by then. They will also continue their after school 
programming in September and reschedule those events that were cancelled or postponed due to the stay at home orders. 
They hope everyone is safe and well and they can see you at the conference this fall.

The Asheville Museum of Science (AMOS) in Asheville, North Carolina has had to suspend its weekly Star 
Stories shows in the Star Dome during building closure in the wake of the coronavirus spread. (A proposal to offer them 
online awaits approval by the Executive Director). Nonetheless, AMOS is offering online programming in geology, 
paleontology, biology, and the like. As North Carolina phases out of its “stay safe, stay home” order, AMOS anticipates 
reopening sometime this summer. Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) has had to cancel both on-campus and 
off-campus planetarium programming for schools in the wake of the pandemic. Planned summer camps include Camp 
Above and Beyond (2-week camps) and Astro Explorer Camp (1-week camps featuring 3-D printing). PARI’s upcoming 
public events include Pisgah Nights: (Live) Music and the Milky Way on June 20th and a Perseid Meteor Shower Watch 
on August 7th. Mayland Community College’s Earth to Sky Park in Burnsville has had to suspend viewing at the Park’s 
Bare Dark Sky Observatory in the wake of. . . you guessed it! Instead, BDSO staff Jeremy and Steve (a.k.a. “The Milky 
Way Cowboys”) have been offering weekly online star gazing guides. Site preparation for the College’s new planetarium 
awaits relaxation of the state’s guidelines prohibiting “nonessential activities.”
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that task with the daily challenges of transitioning his Aerospace Engineering and Astronomy 
classes to fully online learning.

The Soref (virtual) Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum keeps audiences 
updated with short videos using Digistar. Besides regular Wisconsin Stargazing videos, they keep 
audiences up to date on current space news. Their video on the close flyby of Asteroid 52768 (1998 

OR2) has almost 5,000 views on the museum’s YouTube page. Their next one is called Dinosaurs in the Dark of Night. 
This 4-minute video connects dinosaurs with the night sky via bird constellations by exploring bird evolution from 
ancient dinosaurs.

The Barlow Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Fox Cities is connecting with guests and 
visitors through Facebook and Constant Contact campaigns. The Barlow staff has been furloughed — intermittently for 
the director and continuous for the educator/producer — through August 31st. There are plans for offering more online 
opportunities as planning continues for all the possibilities that the new “normal” since they are anticipating the field trips, 
especially those that are out of county, may not be allowed. (Barlow has field trips from over 25 counties). Plans include 
online and outreach programming. They are in the process of taking delivery on the latest generation of SkyLase from 
Audio Visual Imagineering and already have taken delivery of the production computer.

Summer Solstice, 2020



http://www.spitzinc.com


The Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium (WSLP) in Williamsville, New York has been 
adjusting to pandemic programming. For the first couple weeks, Director Mark Percy was 
struggling to set up computers at home and finding ways to stay productive. Once April rolled 
around and the duration of this situation became evident, he decided it was time to turn outward 
and start developing virtual public programming. The first effort was a public sky tour led by 

Jackie Baughman. Jackie let the sky tour and told mythology stories while Mark moderated the participants’ questions. 
All the participants seemed very happy with the experience, so the WSLP team discussed other planned events and how to 
adapt. Steve Dubois will be leading an Astronomy Merit Badge class and Tim Collins will be presenting the May Sky 
Tour including a presentation about what the Pioneer, Voyager, and New Horizons probes are up to now. Mark tried his 
first virtual planetarium lab about the Earth’s rotation with students in early May and is working on adapting more labs to 
the new format. They would all love to be working under their dome soon but are doing their best to stay relevant in the 
flat screen virtual world.

As of writing this, the Morrison Planetarium at the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco is entering 
its ninth full week of being closed to staff and the public. The Academy closed to the public at the end of the day on 
Thursday March 12th and is hoping to re-open this summer, although exact dates are yet to be determined and will depend 
on how data-driven responses to COVID-19 develop in the Bay Area and California. Academy-wide staffing changes due 
to very large hits in revenue from the closure are still to be determined and staff are anxiously awaiting updates that 
should hopefully arrive in the next few weeks. While sheltering in place, the planetarium presenter team has continued to 
provide astronomy content to guests virtually on Morrison Planetarium’s Facebook page, including weekly Tuesday 
morning shows for young children, Wednesday afternoon Solar System tours, and Thursday afternoon tours of the night 
sky. The team is planning to add programming on Mondays and Fridays as well. The Visualization Studio continues their 
work from home and are moving right along with production of Living Worlds, a new fulldome planetarium show that 
will premiere in 2021. Programming that was previously planned for March onward has been pushed forward. The current 
plan is to begin the new Hohfeld Hall light pollution-focused show Saving the Night when the Academy reopens along 
with dome shows that were on the schedule before closure, Expedition Reef, Passport to the Universe, and the live Tour of 
the Solar System using OpenSpace. The current plan for fall shows include the new Big Astronomy fulldome show, as well 
as a new Hohfeld Hall show focused on asteroids. The monthly Benjamin Dean Lecture series has been cancelled for the 
time being, but previous lectures can be found on Apple Podcasts.
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DON’T MISS OUT

To be included in the autumn issue’s State News 
column, please forward news from your facility to 
your state chair in the latter half of July.

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event 
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the 
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible 
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International 
News” column.

WHO DO I CONTACT?

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are 
not quite sure to whom you should direct that 
question, GLPA may have your answer.

The GLPA website has a page that provides a 
helpful way to determine who best could answer 
your question. To use it, please visit

https://glpa.org/contacts

mailto:bart.benjamin@icloud.com
https://glpa.org/contacts
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IPS LAUNCHES THE PLANETARIAN NETWORK

IPS has started a new online service called The Planetarian Network. This new service describes 
itself as “the place to learn, share, and meet other planetarians!” Specifically, IPS’ online hub is the 
place to communicate all things Dome, including planetariums, immersive theaters, playback or 
interactive, teaching-inspiring, VR, art, science, music, and nature. You name it. . . you can talk 
about it here. And you do not have to be a member of IPS to join in. You can find The Planetarian 
Network at https://ipshub.mn.co/feed.

As Mike Murray (one of its hosts) explains, “IPS is announcing the start of a new online 
community platform called The Planetarian Network, free and open to all! This is not just another 
network to add to your list of online ‘groups’ — it’s an evolution to a modern platform that can serve 
and unite many functions currently spread all over the internet, an updated way to learn and share 
what we’re doing. This can be especially important during this time of adjustment in the planetarium 
universe. Through this platform, members can coordinate events, archive recordings in organized 
fashion, post tutorials, and start sub-communities in different languages. You can customize what 
subgroups to belong to, your email notices, and use the smartphone app for more access.”

KALAMAZOO CONFERENCE POSTPONED UNTIL 2021;
MULTI-DAY VIRTUAL MEETING PLANNED FOR THE FALL

This statement was submitted by GLPA Conference Host Mark Reed:

“Like Apollo 13’s journey to the Moon 50 years ago, the Kalamazoo Valley Museum’s (KVM) plans 
for the fall 2020 GLPA Conference were on track when an unexpected event would require a team of 
people to work together to save and redefine the mission. COVID-19 has not only impacted the 
operation of our facility but has also affected the lives of our colleagues all over the world. Like 
many of us working from home, we also have had to refocus our energies to learn new things and 
prepare for the time when we could reopen. During this time, we also continued to put together the 
pieces for the upcoming conference in October. Just as we were poised to launch the conference 
registration, too many unknowns remained and in coordination with the GLPA Executive 
Committee, the 2020 GLPA Conference was postponed. However, in the same spirit of Apollo 13, 
many of us within GLPA have “worked the problem” to begin planning a virtual event this fall and to 
reschedule our regular conference to November 9-13, 2021 in Kalamazoo. While we are 
disappointed for 2020, we look forward to seeing our colleagues virtually this fall and hope that you 
will join us in Kalamazoo in 2021.”

https://ipshub.mn.co/feed
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GARY TOMLINSON EARNS AWARD

On February 28, 2020, Marquis Who’s Who awarded GLPA member Gary Tomlinson its 
Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award. Erica Lee, Marquis Who’s Who Chief 
Operations Officer states, “This prestigious honor is bestowed upon less than 5% of Marquis 
Who’s Who listees, and is awarded on the basis of career longevity, philanthropic endeavors, 
and lasting contributions to society.” Congratulations, Gary!

GLPA OBITUARIES PROJECT

The GLPA Obituaries page, which can be found at https://glpa.org/history-
obituaries, contains written obituaries of past GLPA members. The GLPA 
Historian welcomes submissions to this GLPA Obituaries Project to document 
the professional contributions of past GLPA members. Please send 
information about member deaths (both recent and past) to Garry Beckstrom at 
garrybeckstrom@comcast.net.

https://glpa.org/history-obituaries
https://glpa.org/history-obituaries
mailto:garrybeckstrom@comcast.net
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P L A N E TA R I U M  S O C I A L  M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page
www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael 
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein, 
Bart Benjamin

GLPA’s Twitter page
twitter.com/GLPAsocial
Administrator: Mike Smail

GLPA’s Instagram page
www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael 
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)
planetarians.slack.com

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike 
Smail, Steve Burkland

The Dome Dialogues
www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter, 
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell

Above: Released on May 28, 2020, this HST image shows a giant 
cluster of thousands of stars called Westerlund 2, which is located 
20,000 light-years away in the constellation Carina.

Right: Released on April 24, 2020, this HST image shows a giant red 
nebula and its smaller blue neighbor within the Large Magellanic Cloud. 
The image is nicknamed the “Cosmic Reef” because of its resemblance 
to the bright colors of a coral reef.

https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/
https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial
https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/
https://planetarians.slack.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues
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SERVING AUDIENCES WITHOUT A DOME
By Michael McConville

There’s a saying that “80 percent of success is just showing up;” that simply being in the 
right place at the right time is enough. I will agree that there is some truth to that — that 
in mid-March 2020, with planetarium facilities around the world closing their doors due 
to COVID-19, there was a need to bring our field together to face this emerging threat. In 
just a matter of days, we rallied friends and colleagues from around the world to a 
hastily-thrown together Zoom conference room on a Friday afternoon, expecting that, at 
most, a few dozen planetarians might show up.

When we went live with more than 100 voices and perspectives on March 20th, I believe 
we set a new wave of planetarium collaboration in motion. All of the questions that 
bothered me that day, whether about timing, or tone, or even if I was the right person to 
lead this endeavor, disappeared. What we saw were friends and peers who were scared, 
confused, and saddened; professionals who could see layoffs and furloughs on the 
horizon; but who were steadfast in their belief that we could make the best of the 
situation.

It’s now been nearly three months since that first e-Conference, and at the time of 
publication, we have hosted nearly twenty sessions and special events. These e-
Conferences have become an open forum for the most pressing topics facing our 
community. We’ve devoted hours to facility re-opening strategies, virtual field trips and 
online learning, social media best practices, diversity and inclusion training, and much 
more. At a time where the pandemic’s calling card has been “isolation,” these e-
Conferences have allowed us to bring planetarians closer than ever.

The most profound change that I’ve seen in the past weeks has been the shift toward 
virtual content creation and delivery. Planetariums that had never had much of an online 
presence now find themselves hosting weekly star talks, or special-interest presentations, 
or age-specific shows that reach audiences where they are and keep our facilities in the 
forefront of their minds. This has become a time of adaptation and evolution, and I 
believe the professional development opportunities afforded by the e-Conferences have 
been instrumental in supporting this shift in teaching.

But most importantly, I believe that connections that our community continues to build 
will be the most lasting legacy of the e-Conferences. We will not be sequestered to online 
gatherings forever — there are aspects of the in-person conference experience that online 
just can’t replicate. But we are all facing the same challenges, and we can all achieve the 
same mission: to serve our communities, and to educate and inspire our audiences.
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B O O K  R E V I E W S

BOOK REVIEW
by Francine Jackson

Star Theatre: The Story of the Planetarium
by William Firebrace, London: Reaktion Books, Ltd., 2017
ISBN 978- 1-78023-835-7, hardbound, $40.00

This book is very unique. It was written, not by someone in the planetarium field, 
but by a businessman who, looking out his office window, noticed the goings and 
comings of the little “planet” atop the London Planetarium building. This set of 
incidents led him to research the history of our field. And, research he did!

The story goes all the way back to the goddess Nut, glowing throughout the 
night. From there, we find all the – mainly Earthcentric – structures, then on to the 
Keplerian set of “cups” and their varied polyhedra. The globes, into which the 
visitor entered then became part of history, came next, with the Atwood Sphere, a 
beautiful example, still available for guests in the Adler Planetarium (Chicago).

But, as we are all aware, that all changed with Walther Bauersfeld, whose 
Zeiss Mark 1 projection system began the movement to construct buildings around 
the world to educate and entertain the public. However, with the increasing cost of 
these projectors, enter Armand Spitz, whose $500.00 dodecahedron brought star 

fields into schools and smaller educational facilities.
The author also gives us a travelogue of planetariums around the world. Many of them have stories to 

tell, such as the Griffith in California, the original New York Hayden Planetarium with Copernican Hall, and 
the Zeiss-Grossplanetarium in Berlin. Plus, the architecture: The Tripoli Planetarium, with its vaulted arches, 
San Jose’s Rosicrucian facility’s old world connection, the new Hayden Planetarium/Rose Center, the upside 
down cup of the London Planetarium, the Nagoya Planetarium, seeming to float between buildings, and many 
others – so many were built to specifications meant to conform to the imagination of someone who wished to be 
remembered.

One of the nicest surprises is, with most of the planetariums in this book the ones that make statements, 
that are (or were) meant for an audience of hundreds at a time, this book ends with one of the most personal, 
and work-intensive structures, the Kovac Planetarium in Wisconsin, built with love over many years by Frank 
Kovac, as a tribute to his dad. Instead of a projector, he painted the 5,200 stars on the dome by hand.

Star Theatre is an incredible book, especially as it was written by someone who had never thought of 
planetariums, until he watched a tiny part of the London Planetarium being worked on from his window. In 
addition to the stories of many of our facilities, and the persons behind them, the author has included both 
historical images and pictures of some of the many buildings he has described. Although, quite honestly, I 
wasn’t sure at first how a person from another field could fill a book on our favorite facilities, my doubts 
quickly faded away. This is definitely worth a read.
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By now you’ve hopefully heard that the summer IPS conference in Edmonton has been cancelled. Plans are 
underway for a virtual mini-conference to happen around the same dates using some of the originally accepted 
presentations, and a new session track focused on COVID-19 responses. Stay tuned to https://ips-
planetarium.org for additional information. The existing IPS Council and newly elected IPS Board members 
will still be meeting virtually during that time.

The IPS Elections candidate nomination period has been extended until September 2, 2020, at 12:00 UTC. 
Different from last year’s Board Elections, this year we’re seeking candidates for the positions of IPS Secretary, 
IPS Treasurer, and IPS President-Elect. Secretary and Treasurer are two-year terms (eligible for three-
consecutive terms). President-Elect is a six-year commitment (President-Elect 2021-22, President 2023-24, 
Past-President 2025-26). More information, including how to submit nominations is available at https://
www.ips-planetarium.org/page/elections.

The International Astronomical Union has created the Online Astronomy@Home Awards. This program offers 
small cash prizes to encourage the development of online astronomy programs for public engagement during 
times of social distancing. Activities must occur by July 31, 2020, and full details are available at https://
www.iau.org/public/iauoutreachaward/.

IPS has also rolled out ‘The Planetarian Network’, a new social networking site designed to help connect the 
world’s planetarians, both IPS members, and nonmembers. You can preview the site, or join up at https://
ipshub.mn.co/.

Things are still on track for Planetarium 1 in St. Petersburg, Russia to host the IPS2022 conference. St. 
Petersburg is the cultural capital of Russia, and touts the Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the 
Mariinsky Ballet, and the world’s largest planetarium, a 37-meter dome inside a 150 year-old gas storage 
facility. The conference is currently planned for August 7-11, 2022, $350 is the planned registration fee, and 
there are 10 preferred conference hotels in the vicinity that range from $50-100/night.

by IPS Representative
Mike Smail

msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

UPDATE
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GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

April 11, 2020

Present: Waylena McCully (President), Geoff Holt (Past President/Conference Registrar), Dan Tell (President-Elect), 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht (Secretary), Steve Burkland (Treasurer), Mike Smail (International Planetarium Society 
Representative), Bart Benjamin (Publications Chair), Renae Kerrigan (Conference Planning Chair), Paulette Epstein 
(Membership Chair), Peggy Hernandez (Education Chair), Tom Dobes (Technology Chair), Kris McCall (Development 
Chair).

Observing: Janet Beckstrom (Former Registrar), Steve Crawford (Conference Host), Mark Reed (Conference Host), 
Garry Beckstrom (Historian), Cheri Adams (Former Treasurer).

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:05 a.m. EDT on Saturday, April 11, 2020, Waylena McCully 
presiding.

Approval of Minutes: Mike Smail moved to approve the minutes from the October 23, 2019 GLPA Executive 
Committee Meeting. Paulette Epstein seconded. The motion carried.

Financial Report (Steve Burkland and Cheri Adams): Due to social distancing requirements in the COVID-19 health 
crisis, Cheri Adams and Steve Burkland have been unable to meet in person and transfer names on the accounts. Until the 
time they can satisfy these requirements, Cheri will work with Steve closely on some of the duties of Treasurer.

Cheri Adams reviewed the balances of GLPA’s accounts:

The above image displays the account balances for the last couple of years. The Conference line account will be moved 
soon as it has had no movement in several years. Under the checking account, the only notable change is in the “other” 
category where Lochness streaming services checks are categorized. There has been no movement in that category since 
early March, presumably due to planetarium closings. Expenses and revenue from 2018 and 2019 were included in the 
Treasurer’s Report for reference as the committee reviewed and possibly adjusted the proposed 2020 budget throughout 
the meeting.

Steve Burkland noted that the 2019 conference revenue was $10,000 and contributions between sponsors and 
delegates were about equal. Not listed in the 2019 GLPA conference expenses are the fees that come from PayPal. Dan 
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Tell mentioned the GLPA account grew by $6,000 suggesting GLPA had about $4,000 in overhead.
Steve Crawford asked to see the 2019 conference expense report. Cheri Adams shared the document and reminded 

everyone that conference budgets are very different year-to-year.
Cheri Adams reviewed the PayPal Transactions noting that she does not include the monthly summaries but can 

provide those if anyone requests them.

Treasurer’s Report (non-financial): Waylena McCully asked if Steve Burkland has everything he needs to take care of 
GLPA insurance. Steve said no, Cheri is still managing this. GLPA is charged for annual insurance once every 3 years and 
that is coming this August. Renae Kerrigan had a question about insurance for conferences because there is a budget line 
in Conference Planning for $600 for insurance. Cheri explained that this is a separate policy for the Executive Committee 
members at the conference. It is paid for separately and covers general liability. Insurance for the conference is separate 
for host and hosts need to have their own liability insurance. Dan Tell added that the general liability insurance in the 
Conference Planning budget only covers events that happen to an Executive Committee member or someone helping at 
the conference while operating on behalf of GLPA. Hosts need liability insurance to cover risk of everyone else.

Bart Benjamin asks how the Treasurer role has been affected by the COVID-19 crisis. Cheri Adams explained that 
she and Steve Burkland made arrangements for Steve to physically meet with Cheri so that they could transfer the 
checking account but were unable to meet. Steve needs to be physically in the same room with Cheri to move PayPal 
accounts over. In the meantime, Geoff Holt serves as a secondary contact on the other accounts and both Geoff and Janet 
Beckstrom also have access to the PayPal accounts so there is redundancy. Cheri also said if there are any questions about 
finances, reach out to Steve Burkland and he can forward them to her if necessary until they can get the accounts moved 
over successfully.

Cheri Adams also added that she wants to do taxes during June before the extended August 15th deadline.
Cheri Adams explained the reimbursement form to the new members of the Executive Committee and noted that if 

anyone needs reimbursement for GLPA business they can use that form. Cheri asked if there would be any requests for 
reimbursement from the Conference Planning committee. Renae Kerrigan said no costs were incurred for the Conference 
Planning committee because they were required to meet via Zoom rather than at the conference site due to COVID-19 
travel restrictions.

Steve asked what the approval process is for the reimbursement form. Dan Tell said there is no formal process, but 
there are some stipulations such as a person can only ask for allocation for one type of travel (i.e. airfare or a rental car, 
but NOT both even if both were required for travel) and there is a cap for meals. Geoff Holt expressed his surprise at the 
travel limitation and asked if it also limits to one type of airfare. Dan looked through past minutes to see when this became 
a rule. Kris McCall asked what travel is covered for the fall meeting and Dan Tell replied one night of hotel and meal but 
not travel because the assumption is committee members are traveling for the conference anyway.

Steve Burkland said he will investigate the Handbook procedures for a stipulation on one type of transportation for 
reimbursement. There was a consensus that the Executive Committee may look at adjusting this with a simple vote online 
at a later date.

Dan found reference to reimbursements and clarified in the Zoom chat: “reimbursements is covered in the 
Handbook, it does allow ground transportation plus airfare: Expanding on the reimbursement guidelines above, GLPA 
Executive Committee members are eligible to receive reimbursements for their out-of-pocket expenses to attend 
Executive Committee meetings held at times other than the annual conference. Reimbursable expenses will be calculated 
using one of the following: car rental, fuel costs, lodging and meals (meal reimbursement not to exceed $40.00 per day; 
about $15.00 for breakfast. $15 for lunch and $25 for dinner); or current IRS mileage reimbursement rate (for driving 
one’s own vehicle), lodging and meals (meal reimbursement as in “A” above); or airline tickets, ground transportation, 
lodging and meals (meal reimbursement as in “A” above).”

Conference Planning Report (Renae Kerrigan): Renae Kerrigan thanked everyone for their support as she transitioned 
into this role, noting that she could not have gotten as far as she had without Geoff Holt in his capacity as President and 
Registrar as well as Janet Beckstrom. She also said that Mark Reed and Steve Crawford have been great to work with as 
they plan the 2020 conference. Renae also said she still sends questions to Gary Tomlinson as questions come up.

Update on the 2020 Conference. Renae Kerrigan said the Conference Planning meeting was very productive and positive 
even though she could not visit the site in person. Steve Crawford had graciously put together a virtual walkthrough of the 
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facilities.  Renae noted that portables do not fit in the sponsor hall but would fit in a room directly above the sponsor hall 
where delegates will be eating and having breaks. Steve Crawford clarified, stating that the sponsor hall might work 
depending on the height of the portables and that he cannot go in and measure the height of the room at this time.  
However, if the portables do not fit in the sponsor hall, plan B is to have them in the break and meal room directly above.

Renae Kerrigan pointed out there were a few costs not yet included in the estimated conference cost like conference 
bags. Her estimated costs do include a $15,000 sponsor support line item, increased from last year’s $11,450. Renae said 
the main concern right now is the meal plan. It is by far the most expensive meal plan ever for a GLPA conference. Renae 
said this is mostly due to the catering service and expensive break costs. Renae said they are exploring solutions now, 
such as looking to move some meals out of the hotel. Steve Crawford clarified that the expensive break costs are included 
in the registration costs not meal plan. Steve elaborated on the specifics of how they hope to cut meal costs by moving two 
meals to the museum. He estimates it could cut meal costs by roughly $50 per person or more. Mark Reed added that the 
hotel is very close to the museum so eating there would not be disruptive to the schedule. Mark also said another factor 
driving meal price is the 22% service and 6% Michigan sales tax and assured the committee that he and Steve are making 
a very conscious effort to keep costs down. Renae gave kudos to Mark and Steve noting that they are organized and hard-
working and wonderful to work with. Renae confirmed what Mark said about the museum’s proximity to the hotel and 
that bussing will not be required.

Renae Kerrigan continued with her update for the 2020 conference, saying Steve Crawford is building a notebook 
website in addition to the PDF notebook. It will be mobile responsive with hyperlinks for easy navigation. Steve also 
wants to work with GLPA to help make it sustainable for future conferences.

Geoff Holt raised the question about conference expenses, asking if there was a document that compares the 
conference expenses from one year to the next. Renae Kerrigan shared the document with the rest of the committee and 
noted that she is working to convert the Conference Planning handbook to a digital format and organize it in sections that 
are easy to read and reference for future hosts.

Paulette Epstein asked how the canceling of other regional planetarium conferences will affect conference planning 
for GLPA’s 2020 conference. Renae Kerrigan replied that she originally planned on 150 delegates attending, but it is 
difficult to deduce a final outcome with so many factors at play. There will likely be more people from other regions but 
also there will be people not willing to congregate into October. Renae also noted that sponsors may be up a bit because 
they will not have had a chance to attend other conferences.

Steve Burkland asked if GLPA has a low delegate turnout due to people not attending because of COVID-19, is 
there a way of subsidizing the conference. Renae Kerrigan said there is historical precedence for subsidizing meal plans. 
Dan Tell said historically GLPA subsidized based on expected sponsor income. Geoff Holt said in the past the committee 
has used profits from previous year to subsidize next year’s conference. The committee can consider the $6,000 profit 
from the 2019 conference toward subsidizing the 2020 conference. Paulette Epstein recalled a recent discussion in the last 
few years on subsidies for conferences when a past conference was more expensive than average. 

Kris McCall noted that she isn’t sure how COVID-19 will affect sponsorship. Sponsors aren’t going to conferences 
this year, but their companies will be also hit by the economic turmoil. She also noted that in the world of non-profit 
museums, layoffs are commonplace right now and people’s ability to travel and attend conferences will be limited due to 
these layoffs. Mike Smail wanted to clarify that IPS gave sponsors the option to be refunded or keep their sponsorship 
money invested in the conference. Dan Tell suggested to Kris to reach out to sponsors and suggest they give at a higher 
level to help defray delegate costs to get more clients in the room.

Mark Reed added that the 2020 GLPA conference has 140 rooms reserved. The room reservations can be lowered 
by 10% before September 29 at no penalty and the hotel is expecting $61,000 from room revenue. Geoff Holt noted that 
GLPA is not responsible for those costs in the event the conference must be canceled. Renae Kerrigan summarized by 
pointing out that there is no way to predict our situation in October and if the conference does need to be canceled, GLPA 
has insurance to cover these costs.

Kris McCall asked for clarification on the expense for “shows” line item. Dan Tell replied it is likely Cosmic Colors 
under AV chair duties and Cheri Adams confirmed.

Mark Reed highlighted more amenities at the 2020 conference site including a Mother’s Room and family/gender-
neutral/handicapable bathrooms in both the hotel and museum.

Geoff Holt asked if the committee wanted to discuss adding a subsidy to the conference. Dan Tell suggested next 
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steps for Kris McCall to reach out to sponsors and gain a better idea of attendance and what to expect. Renae Kerrigan 
said that conference costs needed to be finalized very soon because the numbers are typically published to membership by 
May 1. Waylena McCully asked if two weeks is enough time to gather the information needed and follow up online or in 
another Zoom meeting. The consensus was yes, two weeks would be enough time.

Dan Tell suggested the committee approve $10,000 now to be used for conference subsidies and Waylena McCully 
can decide later if or how to use that money. It was clarified that this would come from the GLPA treasury.

Dan Tell moved GLPA will create a $10,000 meal plan subsidy to be used at the President’s discretion if needed for 
the 2020 conference.

Dan withdrew motion and moved to include “up to”— GLPA will use the treasury to create a meal plan subsidy of 
up to $10,000 to be used at the President’s discretion if needed for the 2020 conference” Bart Benjamin seconded 
the amended motion. The motion passed.

Waylena McCully will meet with Renae Kerrigan, Steve Crawford, Mark Reed, and Kris McCall to discuss subsidy use. 
The goal is to give conference cost estimates to Tom Dobes to go on the website by the end of the month.

Astronomy Update Discussion. Last year Dr. Shannon Schmoll was GLPA’s Astronomy Update lecturer for the first time. 
Renae Kerrigan asked if GLPA should extend an invitation to her again this year. Renae also noted that it seems the 
precedent for this is that after a few years of review, the Executive Committee simply invites the same speaker every year 
for the Astronomy Update without a motion.

Dan Tell moved GLPA invite Dr. Shannon Schmoll back again this year as the Astronomy Lecturer for the 2020 
conference. Mike Smail seconded. The motion passed.

Spitz Lecture Discussion. Renae Kerrigan opened the discussion with something for the committee to consider. While the 
GLPA Executive Committee historically nominates and votes for the Spitz Lecturer, the goal of the lecture is to inspire 
the next generation of planetarians. Renae asked the committee to consider adding Spitz Lecture nomination as a survey 
item on the post-conference survey as a way to gain more responses. The consensus was in favor of the idea because 
nominations are in general quite low through the online form on GLPA’s website. 

Karrie Burgland has been proposed for Spitz lecturer.
Mark Reed asked about the procedure for inviting Spitz Lecture and when the conference host will know those 

details. Renae Kerrigan said it is her action item to extend the invitation and she can probably give him more details in a 
week or so if Karrie accepts.

Cheri Adams asked if Renae Kerrigan could tell Steve Burkland what the honorarium will be for the lecture. Renae 
said there isn’t a standard amount and in the conference report they are approved up to $1,000. Cheri Adams pointed out a 
$250 stipend paid in addition to the honorarium when the lecturer provides the text of their speech and the stipend is 
included in that budget, so the honorarium is actually less than $1,000. In the past, the honorarium has been much less 
than $1,000 and has changed from year to year. 

Mark Reed asked how many nights GLPA covers for speakers. Renae Kerrigan replied that the Armand Spitz and 
Astronomy Update lecturers are covered for every night of the conference. Renae went on to specify that for other 
speakers, GLPA covers travel (1 coach class airfare or mileage), two nights of hotel, and meals for the day they are 
speaking. Dan Tell pointed out a precedent that GLPA does not pay for first class airfare or a speaker’s guest travel costs. 
Mark Reed suggested the committee include recording and photo release to the speaker contracts. Renae replied that it is 
included. Dan expanded on this precedent in the Zoom chat: “From the spring 2015 minutes: ‘It was noted existing 
precedent is GLPA does not pay first class airfare or multiple airfares. Dan Tell and Garry Beckstrom agree this precedent 
should not be changed.’ In the same minutes, Gary said the standard for invited speakers was $500+250 for text so that 
aligns with the guideline we just agreed on.”

[The Committee recessed for 30 minute break.]

Steve Crawford walked the committee through the 2020 conference site with photos. 

Added Item: Supporting Child Care at GLPA Conferences. Renae Kerrigan brought up a possible new item to Conference 
Planning that would support delegates who require childcare while at the conference. Renae asked Tiffany Stone 
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Wolbrecht to comment further because Tiffany was researching ways this could be done.  
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht used the American Astronomical Society (AAS)’s national conferences as a model for 

exploring ways GLPA could help delegates with childcare needs. Tiffany learned that AAS offers childcare grants that 
members can apply for to offset any childcare expenses incurred while attending a AAS conference at their discretion. In 
the case of AAS’s national conferences, the average request amount is for $450 and typical requests are for caregiver 
airfare or hiring childcare at home, according to their director of membership services. Tiffany noted that 64% of 
conferences hosted in the U.S. today currently offer some form of childcare assistance. Tiffany also noted the benefits of a 
program like this to all GLPA members including a more appealing conference that fosters diverse voices. Renae pointed 
out that GLPA currently awards 10 scholarships, for which our direct costs are meals. This is covered in the conference 
budget, usually costing several thousand dollars. Renae suggested awarding 5 childcare grants at an average of $450 each 
and for a total of $2,250 that would be added to the conference budget.

Dan Tell wanted to address how it would be a change in procedure from the scholarships which only direct costs are 
meals. Dan mentioned that a reimbursement might make more sense. Paulette Epstein thought it might be good for 
conference hosts to provide a list of local reputable childcare options that are willing to take children for the duration of 
the conference that parents could utilize if traveling with children. Mark Reed asked if a conference host should be liable 
for the services on their list. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht pointed out there are national guidelines and certifications that a 
host could look for when compiling the list. Geoff Holt added it would need to be clear that GLPA was not endorsing 
these places, only providing a list of certified places willing to offer childcare services during the conference dates.

Dan Tell asked if the committee thought the child care grants could be in effect for the 2020 conference. Renae 
Kerrigan said she did not want to ask the 2020 conference hosts to prepare a list this late into the planning. Steve 
Crawford said he was happy to compile a list. Renae said her only other concern was getting the conference information 
out to members in a reasonable time. Geoff Holt noted that if someone is willing to take on the work to make this happen 
quickly, it could be done without affecting conference planning deadlines. Geoff said his concern was whether the 
childcare grant evaluation was too much of an additional burden to the Scholarship Committee. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht 
noted that she was happy to develop the materials needed for the form and evaluation criteria and encouraged the 
committee to consider implementing this year. Dan asked if it was too late for this to be added to the Conference Planning 
budget. Renae said it was not too late. Renae proposed an alternate option that GLPA offer a meal plan to a caregiver 
because meal plans will likely be a common request. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht said it was important to offer flexibility if 
possible.

Dan Tell said the committee should try to roll the child care grants into the 2020 conference. Kris McCall stated 
that she supported the idea but asked if the funds for the child care grants are added to the registration fee, how does 
GLPA address having 145 people paying for the childcare of 5. Steve Burkland mentioned in the Zoom chat the rationale 
is the same as for the scholarships. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht pointed out that organizations that offer services like child 
care grants make their conferences more appealing to a diverse group of potential delegates and that a wide range of 
perspectives at conferences benefits everyone. Renae Kerrigan also mentioned that GLPA already covers conference costs 
entirely for 10 people each year. Kris reiterated that she was not in disagreement with the idea but wanted to have the 
discussion in case members raised concerns. Geoff added that this program is consistent with our mission and is the cost 
of what GLPA does.

Waylena McCully said criteria similar to the scholarship criteria needed to be developed, such as preference given 
to new applicants. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht mentioned an additional criterion should be the dollar amount requested.

Cheri Adams asked since the time to finalize the Conference Planning budget is so close, should GLPA only offer 
meal plans for caregivers and expand in later years. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht questioned whether there would be an 
additional burden to offer flexibility this year. Paulette Epstein pointed out for scholarships, the Executive Committee 
approves a blanket amount for 10 scholarships so the committee could approve a dollar amount for the child care grants 
now and awarding the funds could be left to the discretion of the Scholarship Committee. This would allow the 
Conference Planning budget to move forward without hindrance.

There was a consensus that offering child care grants is a good idea and that 5 child care grants was a good starting 
place to offer.

Waylena McCully asked Dan Tell if he can work with Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht on criteria development. Dan said 
yes. Renae Kerrigan questioned if a motion should include the number of child care awards given. Dan said that the 
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Executive Committee should give that discretion to the Scholarship Committee and Tiffany noted that if the average 
request was less than $450, GLPA could potentially provide this service to more than five delegates. Kris stated again that 
she thinks this is a great idea and hoped her previous comments did not upset anyone. Geoff said the Executive 
Committee tries to set an atmosphere where people feel comfortable bringing up opposing views. Waylena thanked Kris 
for making the discussion stronger.

Renae Kerrigan moved GLPA offer a new Child Care Support grant, for a total dollar amount up to $2,250 for the 
2020 conference, to be used in the best way that would help the applicants attend the conference. These 
applications will be evaluated by the Scholarship Committee. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht seconded motion. The 
motion carried.

Additional Discussion of 2020 Conference. Geoff Holt noted that GLPA does not collect emergency contact information 
and asked if that information should go to Membership or Conference Planning. Paulette Epstein said it should be with 
Conference Planning because an emergency contact would only be relevant to conference delegates and may need to be 
updated year-to-year. Steve Crawford asked who has access to conference delegate information. Paulette said she does as 
well as Geoff and Tom Dobes, possibly a few others. Paulette said the emergency contact field does not need to be 
required. Tom said he can make it an optional field on the conference registration form.

Waylena McCully asked if it was possible to waive GLPA membership dues this year for delegates with active 
memberships in other regional organizations. Dan Tell points out since it is in our by-laws that people are required to be 
either a member or sponsor, the committee would need to waive their membership fee rather than not require it. Paulette 
Epstein pointed out that this would give delegates voting rights within GLPA.

Dan Tell moved for the 2020 conference GLPA will waive membership fees for members in good standing of the 
other U.S. regionals (GPPA, RMPA, SEPA, SWAP, PPA and MAPS). Bart Benjamin seconded the motion. The 
motion carried.

Kris McCall asked if sponsors may request a delegate list. Renae Kerrigan said GLPA does give delegate lists out but can 
offer opt-in RSVP options that would make delegate information public on GLPA’s website. Dan Tell suggested a link to 
RSVP to a Facebook event to give sponsors an idea of delegates. Geoff Holt asked Tom Dobes if the delegate photo list 
can populate as people register. Tom says yes and delegates can opt out of having their information shared during 
registration and in that case will not populate this list. Tom noted that this page is only visible to members and provided 
the link: https://glpa.org/membership/list.

Length of Conference Post 2020. Renae shared the survey results of GLPA attendees in 2019 about changing the length of 
the GLPA conference. There were 100 responses and 37 comments.

45% want to start Tuesday evening, banquet on Friday, and end early on Saturday 
22% want to keep it just as it is now 
22% want to start on Wednesday evening and have the banquet on Saturday evening, ending with a breakfast on Sunday 
6% wanted to start Wednesday evening (as it is now) with the Banquet on Friday evening and concluding with breakfast
       on Sunday morning

Dan Tell pointed out that the Tuesday format was already used successfully with the 2017 Pleiades conference. Kris 
McCall commented that she wants to do door prizes during Saturday breakfast to encourage greater participation and 
focus. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht commented she was surprised so many people wanted to add an additional weekday to the 
conference. Paulette Epstein mentioned that only 14% of our membership are teachers now which may be why there are 
more in favor of adding a weekday to the conference. Renae Kerrigan asked how a Tuesday-Saturday conference will 
affect registration particularly if a partial registration was added for those that cannot attend the entire conference. Tom 
Dobes said he would have to investigate how to provide the two conference options.

Renae Kerrigan suggested offering an opening reception fee like IPS does and the Pleiades did and like GLPA’s 
banquet fee. This would give people an opportunity to opt out of the additional day added to the conference. Renae 
surmised there appears to be two options for offering flexibility and a longer conference: either separate opening reception 
costs or add a Thursday-Saturday option. Dan Tell brought up a third option that he experienced at a Digistar User’s 
Group Conference which offered registration for each day individually. Renae pointed out that meal plans would need to 
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be added to registration in that case. Janet Beckstrom noted that the 2019 GLPA conference had 181 attendees and 158 or 
87% took the meal plan. Geoff Holt pointed out that those attendees who do not take the meal plan include speakers and 
conference hosts. Waylena McCully suggested to table the discussion and return to it after further research. Geoff noted 
the consensus that the committee does want to extend the conference to Tuesday through Saturday for 2021.

Proposal for 2021. Renae Kerrigan asked Waylena McCully if the committee wanted to have this discussion at this 
meeting or wait until a later date in the spring. Waylena said the committee could discuss it briefly.

Renae Kerrigan detailed a proposal for hosting the 2021 GLPA conference by Mark Percy in Buffalo, New York. 
The Williamsville Central School District’s Space Lab Planetarium (seats 75) would partner with the Ferguson 
Planetarium at Buffalo State College (seats 48). The dates proposed are October 20-23, 2021. Mark is aware the Executive 
Committee will be talking about the conference being extended and those dates may change. Other details of the proposal 
include:

● The Sponsor Hall and papers would be at Buffalo State, which has classrooms and lecture halls.
● The hotel that is proposed to use would be Hotel Henry, a less-than 5 minute walk from Buffalo State. Basic

room rate is $145 per room.
● Thursday would be the only day with bussing, at the School Planetarium and Hotel. The bus ride would be 30

minutes and would include a box lunch. 

Mike Smail pointed out that IPS will likely be rescheduled for June 2021 and could affect GLPA 2021. Paulette Epstein 
said her institution has informally expressed interest in hosting a GLPA, possibly in 2021. Renae asked if the committee 
was ready to vote on this conference site. Paulette said she would look into the possibility of submitting a proposal in 
2021. Waylena McCully said the committee would table this discussion for now and revisit it soon.

IPS 2021 and National Planetarium Conference 2023. Renae Kerrigan brought up concerns over how both the 
international planetarium conference in 2021 and the possible national planetarium conference in 2023 might affect GLPA 
conference plans. Mike Smail said the national planetarium planning group was still in its early stages and intended to 
work with regionals in the conference planning.

Membership Report (Paulette Epstein): 
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Paulette Epstein shared the Membership report with the committee and said that there were no nominations for mentor or 
service awards yet this year. Fellow hopefuls were reviewed.

Paulette Epstein reported that Jackie Baughman has expressed interest in serving as deputy of Membership.
Cheri Adams asked if Paulette Epstein would like to carry over revenue from last year under Membership. 

Paulette said yes, citing a possible need for printing new membership materials.

President’s Report (Waylena McCully): Waylena McCully asked the committee to make a preferred means of contact 
for themselves on the Executive Committee contact information on the GLPA website.

Waylena McCully asked Renae Kerrigan if Renae wants a deputy for Conference Planning. Renae replied that she 
wants a year or two to learn the role herself first and appoint someone at that time. Kris McCall stated that she planned to 
do the same thing for Development. Waylena asked Peggy Hernandez if she had anyone in mind to begin training as a 
deputy. Peggy replied no, not yet. Waylena asked Tom Dobes about a possible deputy for Technology. Tom replied 
possibly John Foerch.

Tom Dobes suggested a separate Google Drive account for Conference Planning that Renae would have unilateral 
access to in an effort to better organize Conference Planning digitally. Renae Kerrigan liked this idea and explained there 
are two Google Drives: one for the GLPA Handbook and one for incoming information and edit suggestions for the 
Handbook that would have to be manually moved into the Handbook drive.

There was some discussion over a working drive for the Executive Committee. Waylena McCully said it may be 
helpful to have a working drive for the Executive Committee, but emphasized the need to maintain a separate drive for 
Conference Planning.

Waylena McCully shared and reviewed the Executive Committee task list.
Cheri Adams asked Waylena McCully if she wanted to change her budget this year. Waylena said she saw no 

reason to change it.

President-elect’s Report (Dan Tell): Dan Tell said the key item to report was the changes the child care grants would 
have on the scholarship selection process. Dan asked if he could add Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht to the committee as an 
addition to help on the Scholarship Committee. The committee agreed that Tiffany could be an addition to the committee 
this year to aid in that process.

Dan Tell said his plan was to assemble a Nomination Committee during the conference and follow Waylena 
McCully’s precedent to get a geographical diverse group if possible.

Geoff Holt asked if Dan Tell had access to the President page. Tom Dobes made a change giving Dan access to 
the page. Waylena McCully commented that she would update the page soon.

Dan Tell pointed out that the committee needed a motion to fund the GLPA scholarships at the 2020 conference.

Renae Kerrigan moved GLPA fund the equivalent of 10 GLPA scholarships for the 2020 conference. Steve 
Burkland seconded. The motion passed.

Cheri Adams wanted two line items for the conference budget, one for the 10 scholarships and one for the 5 child care 
grants. 

Geoff Holt suggested the committee consider a motion to permanently offer 10 GLPA scholarships each year 
since that level of support has worked out well in recent years. Dan Tell pointed out that this year holds great uncertainty 
and perhaps the committee should wait until next year to make that change permanent. The consensus was the committee 
would revisit a motion to support 10 GLPA scholarships permanently next year.
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Past President’s Report (Geoff Holt): Geoff Holt encouraged the committee to review and comment on their respective 
Handbook pages. 

Geoff Holt thanked Janet Beckstrom for all the work she’s done as Registrar and in helping him learn the job.
Cheri Adams said there was no money in the budget for the Past President and asked Geoff Holt if he wanted to 

change the budget. Geoff said no changes in the budget were necessary.

Secretary Report (Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht): Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht referenced one online motion the Executive 
Committee reviewed since their last meeting in the fall:

“Dan Tell moved to modify the GLPA Code of Conduct to include “age” and read as follows: ‘We pledge 
to treat all people with respect and provide a harassment and bullying-free environment, regardless of 
sex, sexual orientation and/or gender identity, disability, physical appearance, body size, race, nationality, 
ethnicity, age and religion. In particular, sexual language and imagery, sexist, racist, or otherwise 
exclusionary jokes are not appropriate. We will treat those outside our community with the same respect 
as people within our community.’ Waylena McCully seconded the motion. The motion carried.”

Cheri Adams said there was $50 in the budget for Secretary and asked Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht if she wanted to make any 
changes. Dan Tell clarified that the budget was for formal stationary or condolence cards. Tiffany stated that the budget 
could stay the same.

Education Report (Peggy Hernandez): Peggy Hernandez updated the committee on the PWS seminars which are going 
well and attendance for the last two talks were above average.

Cheri Adams asked if Peggy Hernandez wanted to keep her budget of $4,000 for GLPA Projects and $500 for 
Zoom the same. Peggy asks Geoff if there was any discussion of GLPA helping PPA for Zoom costs. Geoff said GLPA 
should keep it in the budget considering the possibility of online state meetings.

Technology Report (Tom Dobes): Cheri Adams asked Tom Dobes if there would be any changes in the Technology 
budget. Tom said no.

Geoff Holt asked if there was a way to gather data on what kind of technology members use in their planetarium. 
Geoff also clarified that his questions came out of members wanting to know who else had their system. Paulette Epstein 
said vendors will give those lists out to members who ask. Geoff suggested GLPA have some of the main vendor 
categories with an “other” category to make it easily searchable on the GLPA website.

Tom Dobes will compile a list of projection hardware vendors and send to the committee for review.

Development Report (Kris McCall): Kris McCall commented that many of her questions have already been answered. 
Kris needs to consult with Renae Kerrigan to confirm sponsor levels and on how to make it clear what sponsors are 
paying for to put in conference bags.

Waylena McCully requested pictures of the new baby from Renae Kerrigan.
Dan Tell referenced the fall minutes where it was noted that it was difficult to give top tier sponsorship a gift bag 

item and make it an add-on option for the other tiers. Tom Dobes noted if the committee wanted to adjust sponsorship 
level prices that it would be helpful to have those adjustments finalized before designing the registration form. Waylena 
McCully suggested a target date of May 1 for getting the sponsorship level prices and details to Tom.

Cheri Adams noted the PayPal invoices are very detailed and it has been easy to identify sponsorship levels in 
past years. Janet Beckstrom did identify sponsor levels this way.
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Publications Report (Bart Benjamin): Waylena McCully commented that the publication covers are fantastic and she 
ordered a big poster of the Apollo 13 cover that Jackie Baughman created.

Bart Benjamin pointed out that the publication has two designers now, Emily Hromi and Jackie Baughman. They 
are alternating production of newsletter covers. Jackie has also joined the GLPA Design Subcommittee to assist Emily in 
future projects.

Bart Benjamin announced that Emily Hromi was working on a written policies guide for the new GLPA logo and 
would soon be submitting that document for Executive Committee approval.

Regarding GLPA Newsletter distribution, 74% of our members opt for the digital version and 26% opt for the 
printed version. The relative proportions are remaining about the same from year to year. Early this year, GLPA debuted 
two versions of the Conference Proceedings. In addition to the traditional PDF version of the complete Proceedings 
produced by Dale Smith, a modular, web version of the Proceedings was created by Benjamin, which resides on the 
GLPA website. Benjamin expects to continue this practice in the future.

GLPA continues to grow its presence on four major social media platforms — Facebook, Twitter, Slack, and 
Instagram. Jackie Baughman is now the primary admin for our Instagram account.

Cheri Adams asked if Bart Benjamin wanted to adjust Publications printing cost budget to reflect costs from last 
year since costs only seem to go down. Bart agreed.

International Planetarium Society Representative Report (Mike Smail): Mike Smail addressed his budget for Cheri 
Adams stating the $500 for travel will not be needed this year but to keep the line item there for now. Mike asked if Cheri 
could remove the Star Partners line item, as we now fund the ‘Week In The U.S.’ program instead.

Mike Smail gave the committee an update on the IPS 2020 conference stating that they are looking at moving the 
conference into the summer of 2021 in the same Edmonton location but are having difficulties securing the same dates 
due to overlap with the already-scheduled SEPA-MAPS-WAC Conference.

Old Business: No old business.

New Business: Geoff Holt noted that the committee accomplished so much on the Zoom conference call that he was not 
sure if the committee could justify a face-to-face meeting later in the spring as originally planned. Geoff suggested the 
committee simply schedule another virtual meeting. April 25 was discussed as a date to follow up about meal plan subsidy 
for the 2020 conference. There was discussion on what the deadline should be for the 2021 conference site proposals. Dan 
Tell suggested June 6 or May 30. The committee set another virtual meeting for May 30 with a major focus of the meeting 
being plans for 2021.

Adjournment: Paulette Epstein moved the meeting to be adjourned. Kris McCall seconded. The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:05 p.m. EDT on Saturday, April 11, 2020.
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GLPA Executive Committee Special Meeting
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

May 22, 2020

Present: Waylena McCully (President), Geoff Holt (Past President/Conference Registrar), Dan Tell (President-Elect), 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht (Secretary), Steve Burkland (Treasurer), Mike Smail (International Planetarium Society 
Representative), Bart Benjamin (Publications Chair), Renae Kerrigan (Conference Planning Chair), Paulette Epstein 
(Membership Chair), Peggy Hernandez (Education Chair), Tom Dobes (Technology Chair), and Kris McCall 
(Development Chair).

Observing: Steve Crawford (Conference Host) and Mark Reed (Conference Host).

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. EDT on Friday, May 22, 2020, Waylena McCully presiding.

Waylena McCully welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Mark Reed to update the committee on the 2020 GLPA 
Conference.

Mark Reed and Steve Crawford met with their museum’s administration to discuss concerns about when the museum 
would reopen and what social distancing guidelines would be required. The museum’s administration still supports the 
conference if GLPA decided to proceed but also said it would be wise to postpone if possible. Mark was not optimistic 
that GLPA could hold a successful conference with all 140 reserved rooms full. Not filling the reserved rooms along with 
the uncertainty of sponsor participation are huge financial risks for GLPA. Mark also expressed concerns about keeping 
everyone safe during a conference in October 2020. Mark believes it would be smart to postpone the conference for a 
year.

Renae Kerrigan added that she had separate conversations with GLPA presidents expressing concerns over Michigan’s 
reopening guidelines. Large crowds will be prohibited in Michigan until a vaccine for COVID-19 is developed and widely 
distributed.

Mark Reed remarked that the museum administration supports hosting a GLPA Conference in 2021 if the committee 
decided to postpone.

Waylena McCully asked if the committee had any questions. Geoff Holt asked what the rescheduled 2021 dates will be. 
Mark Reed said that the hotel venue had three available dates when last he spoke with them: Sep. 28 - Oct. 2, Nov. 9 - 13, 
and Nov. 16 - 20. Mark added that the committee has the option to cancel right now or within 90 days of the event with no 
penalty due to COVID-19 but that the hotel prefers the conference is rescheduled rather than canceled. For clarification, 
Mark read a section of email correspondence with the hotel:

1. If GLPA cancels within 90 days of the event and there are still state restrictions on large gatherings, GLPA can 
cancel without penalty.

2. If GLPA reschedules for 2021, the Radisson will allow you to do this without penalty. All terms of the original 
contract including the food and beverage minimum, guest room rate, and number of room reservations will remain 
the same with the exception of the cancelation clause. The cancelation clause will be removed in its entirety and 
replaced with a set fee if GLPA canceled the 2021 event.

3. If GLPA cancels the 2020 event prior to 90 days or within 90 days but there are no state restrictions, the standard 
cancellation fees in the original remain the same.
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Kris McCall asked if GLPA rescheduled in November 2021 then would there no longer be an option for cancelling. Mark 
Reed said that is correct.

Geoff Holt asked if we can re-negotiate a new contract with the hotel with the original terms. Geoff remarked that we 
don’t know what 2021 will bring.

Dan Tell pointed out that 140 rooms seemed aggressive for 2021 and we may want to negotiate with a smaller number of 
rooms. Mike Smail noted that 2021 will be ‘opposite’ a MAPS-SEPA-WAC joint conference.

Paulette Epstein commented that the language from the hotel did not consider the case of state restrictions into 2021. If 
this were the case, the contract would still need to be canceled or rebooked. Renae Kerrigan said there was an “act of 
God” or “force majeure” clause in the original contract and that it would likely stay in the renegotiated contract.

Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht pointed out that there are other clauses in the original contract like the 140 reserved rooms that 
GLPA may want to renegotiate since the scope of a 2021 conference may change. Renae Kerrigan wanted to be sensitive 
to Mark Reed and Steve Crawford’s hard work in planning a conference over the past three years and not put unnecessary 
added burden on them.

Mark Reed said he could ask the hotel for a new room reservation number but he needed to know that number from the 
committee.

Dan Tell suggested 75 or 80 rooms and remarked that this might mean some delegates have to pay a higher room rate or 
book at a different hotel but there were too many unknowns about the 2021 conference to take risks. Waylena McCully 
pointed out that more people may choose to room alone. Renae Kerrigan suggested we start at 80 and settle for at most 
100 rooms. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht asked Mark Reed and Steve Crawford to describe other hotel options nearby. Mark 
said there is another hotel about a 7-10 minute walk and another being built. Mark added that if GLPA tries to renegotiate 
the room reservation, it could affect other aspects of the contract like meal prices, the hospitality suite, and conference 
room reservations.

Dan Tell pointed out that hospitality venues are hurting and want to book conferences so GLPA is in a good position to 
attempt to renegotiate. Mark Reed said he would go back to negotiate with the hotel but wanted direction from the 
committee on what GLPA wants. Waylena McCully commented that she liked Renae’s idea of starting with 80 rooms but 
possibly going up to 100 room reservations.

Paulette Epstein added that we will be running into these same issues in planning a 2021 conference wherever we tried to 
plan it. Geoff Holt pointed out that renegotiating a new contract in Kalamazoo or anywhere gives GLPA leverage to 
request the same cancellation terms we have in 2020 instead of adding more cancellation risk.

Renae Kerrigan asked the committee if, at this point, everyone was in agreement that GLPA is not having an in-person 
2020 conference.

Dan Tell moved that GLPA cancel the in-person conference for 2020. Mike Smail seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Peggy Hernandez asked if this means the GLPA conference is canceled or postponed. Dan Tell said we are still discussing 
those details.

Mark Reed said his strategy with approaching the hotel would be to ask for the specific changes we want such as room 
numbers and food amounts without starting a new contract.

Renae Kerrigan asked the committee if there were any thoughts as to which of the three 2021 dates GLPA would want to 
reschedule. Geoff Holt remarked ASTC has not yet set dates for 2021 but they are typically late September or early 
October. Mike Smail remarked that the committee should disregard the November 16 - 20 dates because that was the 
week before Thanksgiving.

Steve Burkland asked Mark Reed if his institution is available at those dates. Mark said yes, he believed so. Tiffany Stone 
Wolbrecht asked if we wanted to offer November 9 - 13 as our first choice and September 28 - October 2 as a second 
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choice. Geoff Holt said that was a big risk with ASTC possibly being scheduled on those dates. Mark Reed noted that 
GLPA’s desired dates for 2021 are November 9 - 13.

Waylena McCully authorized Mark Reed to work out dates and contract details with the hotel. Next the committee needed 
to decide on next steps and how to inform membership. Waylena asked Bart Benjamin when the newsletter publication 
date was. Bart replied that there was nothing time sensitive in the newsletter so it could be delayed a week or so if 
necessary. Mark replied that delaying the newsletter slightly would be helpful to have some time to work out details with 
the hotel.

Bart Benjamin remarked that he loved the FAQ idea and suggested the committee work to finalize it. Bart suggested 
GLPA should send a personal email first to members before there are any social media posts. There was a general 
agreement.

Waylena McCully asked if the committee had a target date for notifying members of this decision. Mark Reed said he’d 
like time to talk to the hotel next week. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht questioned why GLPA couldn’t let the members know of 
the canceled 2020 conference as soon as possible with rescheduling details to follow. Waylena McCully said GLPA could 
send the email out early as long as the FAQ was ready. Dan Tell suggested the committee make the announcement on 
June 1.

Mark Reed expressed concern about working out all of the details with the hotel by June 1. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht 
remarked that sending a second follow up email would give Mark plenty of time to work out those details. Paulette 
Epstein remarked that a number of sponsors have already reached out to her asking details about the conference. Geoff 
Holt said the reasons to wait a few days if necessary is a clear and complete message. Waylena will send out an email to 
membership on or near June 8.

Paulette Epstein asked if GLPA was going to try and plan any virtual activities in place of the canceled 2020 conference. 
Waylena McCully said yes and remarked that there are a lot of ideas already floating around on how to keep a virtual 
conference GLPA. Renae Kerrigan remarked that the email to members should include that GLPA plans to have a virtual 
GLPA event in October 2020 but no further details needed to be decided at this meeting.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:16 p.m. EDT on Friday, May 22, 2020.
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Editor’s Message    (continued from page 3)

In closing, please do all you can to stay healthy. . . and connected . . . to family, friends, and colleagues. We all face 
similar challenges in this bizarre year of 2020.

Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2020. Please document what 
you’re doing from the dome or from home to maintain a connection with your audiences and community, and submit that 
news to your State Chairs by late-July. I hope that we all have a much better summer than our spring!



VOLUME 15, NUMBER 2
(12 pages in length)

GLPA’s 49th newsletter and the second issue of 1980 contained the 
following articles and columns:

SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1980

★ The tentative program for the 1980 GLPA Conference at the Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing, Michigan was 
published on page 2. Highlights included a talk by NASA astronomer and astronaut Dr. Steven Hawley, a script writing 
talk and panel discussion, an afternoon session at the Waverly Planetarium in nearby Lansing, and an open house at the 
MSU Observatory.

★ Spring meetings were held in LaCrosse (WIMPS) and Terre Haute (Indiana). In both cases, the meeting featured 
discussion of planetarium photographic production techniques. The WIMPS meeting featured a discussion of Kodalith 
masking methods, while the Indiana meeting featured a demonstration of Kodak’s Direct Reversal Film.

★ At the Ohio and Indiana spring workshops, they discussed the idea of a collecting place for special effects, similar to 
the Script and Slide Banks. It was decided to call this collection “The Junk Drawer.” The object of the Junk Drawer was 
to have a central place for directions for these effects. Dan Goins reported that he was willing to be the caretaker of this 
information.

★ Inspired by a presentation that Sheldon Schafer made at the October conference in Minneapolis, Gail Bouslog of 
Russiaville, Indiana used recordings of Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons for music appreciation classes, English classes, and 
science classes.

★ Fifteen new scripts were added to GLPA’s Script Bank, and these programs were briefly described. They were 
provided by planetariums in Vancouver, British Columbia; Clarion, Pennsylvania; and Norwood, Ohio.

★ Robert Allen from the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse reviewed a film titled 3 Degrees, which presented a 25-
minute close-up look at the Nobel discovery of Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson of Bell Labs and the 3 degree Kelvin 
background radiation. Bob explained that the film was “probably suited for some introductory astronomy courses, and 
perhaps a few physics courses, but the instructor will want to preview the film to see if it fits the needs of the students in 
his/her class.”

★ James Yankee, Planetarium Director at Enrico Fermi High School in Enfield, Connecticut, wrote an article titled 
Expanding & Collapsing Universe Projection System, which described a simple low-cost projection system that could be 
used to illustrate the expansion and/or contraction of galaxies, as outlined in the Big Bang and Pulsating Universe theories 
of cosmology.
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VOLUME 35, NUMBER 2 SUMMER SOLSTICE, 2000
(24 pages in length)

GLPA’s 128th newsletter and the second issue of 2000 contained 
the following articles and columns:

★ The newsletter cover featured the conjunction of Jupiter, Saturn, and the Moon that occurred in late-June and late-July 
of 2000. [Ed. Twenty years later, the giant planets Jupiter and Saturn are once again approaching conjunction with one 
another. As Robert Victor wrote in his recent article titled Follow the naked-eye planets in 2019-20 school year and 
beyond, September 2019 through August 2020: “By early July 2020, Jupiter and Saturn will return to the early evening 
sky. . . as the two planets reach opposition and all-night visibility on July 14 and 20, respectively. The planets will remain 
close companions in the evening sky all summer and fall, spreading to 8.3 degrees apart in late August, 2020, and coming 
back together for a rare, spectacular close pairing, only 0.1 degree apart, on December 21, 2020.” ].

★ In her President’s Message, Jeanne Bishop noted that Chuck Bueter was working on his Paper Plate Astronomy 
projects, and Gene Zajac and Gary Tomlinson were hard at work on yet another Tips Booklet — one for the use of music 
in the planetarium. Jeanne also noted that show kits for GLPA’s newest first grade program, titled Zubenelgenubi’s 
Magical Sky, were currently being produced. That show had debuted at the 1999 conference in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

★ Roy Kaelin, then at the Adler Planetarium and serving as conference host, wrote an article previewing the 2000 GLPA 
Conference in Chicago. Highlights would include Dr. Evalyn Gates (University of Chicago) presenting the latest research 
on black holes, Jim Manning from the Taylor Planetarium (Bozeman, Montana) presenting the Spitz Lecture, and optional 
tours of nearby Dearborn Observatory, Yerkes Observatory, and Cernan Earth & Space Center.

★ In State News, the Lakeview Museum Planetarium announced its sixth Annual Interplanetary Bicycle Ride, which was 
scheduled for early August. Although their hope was that it would be cooler in August than July, their staff noted that “the 
predicted weather is still ‘hot to intolerable.’ ” They reminded the reader that “space travel is not for the faint of heart!”

★ The newsletter’s “Planetarian Profiles” column featured submissions by Sheldon Schafer and Georgia Neff, both from 
Peoria’s Lakeview Museum Planetarium. [Ed. . . . which was the predecessor of the current Peoria Riverfront Museum].
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2019 - 2020:

Parallel Universe Sponsors
Ash Enterprises www.ash-enterprises.com
Evans & Sutherland www.es.com
GOTO INC www.goto.co.jp/english
Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com
Zeiss www.zeiss.com/planetariums/int/home.html

Universe Sponsors
Audio Visual Imagineering www.av-imagineering.com
Clark Planetarium www.clarkplanetarium.org
Digital Projection www.digitalprojection.com/visualization
Digitalis Education Solutions www.digitaliseducation.com

Galaxy Sponsors
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc. astro-tec.com
AUI/Big Astronomy www.aui.edu/
Laser Fantasy www.laserfantasy.com
Milwaukee Public Museum www.mpm.edu
NISE Network nisenet.org
Seiler www.seilerinst.com/divisions/planetarium/
Sky-Skan www.skyskan.com

Solar System Sponsors
Adler Planetarium adlerplanetarium.org/
Bowen Technovation www.bowentechnovation.com/
ChromaCove www.chromacove.com
Museum of Science (Boston) www.mos.org

Planet Sponsors
California Academy of Sciences www.calacademy.org
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IMAGE CREDITS

Cover Caption (by Jackie Baughman): Our world is a little crazy right now, but for a little bit we 
were connected by one positive event. All of us were able to experience the same temporary celestial 
visitor, either personally or through pictures taken by our friends and colleagues. I had asked on 
Dome Dialogues for fellow GLPA members to share their pictures of Comet NEOWISE. I wanted 
one picture per region of our organization to show when we were all connected again by the same 
event. Since most of us are unable to visit our domes or unable to see our friends at the conference, I 
wanted to preserve the moment in time when things felt normal again.

Cover Design: Jackie Baughman (qnbaughman@gmail.com). Comet photos were submitted by 
Anna Green, Jacob Salis, Patrick Durrell, Eric Schreur, Melinda O’Malley, Bart Benjamin, and Nick 
Lake. Larger versions of these photographs, plus a few additional Comet NEOWISE photos, appear 
on page 25.

The current design of the GLPA Newsletter incorporates small sections 
of several NASA images for its page mastheads. These and other images 
can be accessed from NASA websites such as Mars Exploration, 
Scientific Visualization Studio, and Hubble Space Telescope websites at  
www.spacetelescope.org/images/ and hubblesite.org/images/gallery. And 
because all these photos are from NASA, they are free to use (with 
proper credit).
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Credit:  NASA, ESA, and M. Livio (STScI)
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Credit:  NASA, ESA, and Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)
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IPS Update Masthead:  Big Blue Marble Earth
Credit:  R. Stockli, A. Nelson, F. Hasler, NASA/ GSFC/ NOAA/ USGS

Conference Update Masthead:  M106: Composite of Amateur and Professional Astronomer Images
Credit:  NASA, ESA, the Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA), and R. Gendler (Hubble Heritage Team)
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We are more than our domes.
Although we strive for work-life balance, many of us 

cannot help but become completely intertwined with our 
professional work. Connecting our planetarium visitors 
with the universe is important to us beyond measure. 

That collective gasp when the audience first sees the 
planetarium night sky, or flies to the rings of Saturn, or 
sees Earth as a planet in space. The voices exclaiming, “I 
see it!” when pointing out a constellation just before slowly 
fading up the overlay image. A parent, expressing gratitude 
for the new shared interest with their children.

When the domes went dark and silent last spring, the 
separation was difficult. We connected virtually with each other and with our communities. Some domes have 
successfully reopened, some will reopen, and sadly others will stay dark and silent.

A planetarium is more than a projector, more than a room. The most important defining element of any planetarium 
is its people. Whether staffed by one person or several, we are what make our domes.

Furloughs, reductions in force, layoffs, position eliminations, forced retirements, facility closures. For those of us 
faced with these harsh realities, the thoughts and feelings can be dizzying. Should I have done more, what could I have 
done differently, have I really presented my last planetarium show? 

Reopening, shifting to more virtual programming, and working with reduced staff. While those among us who stay 
employed deal with managing expectations of communities and administrators, survivor’s guilt is very real.

We must mourn our losses, but not let ourselves become consumed by them. We can do our best to stay current in 
the field. We can and will find ways to keep our skills sharp, to keep adding new skills, and to stay alert for any 
opportunity to put those skills to good use.

And we must always remember that we are more than our domes.

President’s
Message

Waylena McCully

What’s going to happen? When will the world return to 
normal? When will we even know?

One of the downsides of being human is the ability to 
worry about the future. We know the future exists, but we 
don’t know what’s going to happen in it. Uncertainty is all 
around us, never more so than today. The current COVID-19 
pandemic has heightened uncertainty about nearly every 
aspect of our lives. . . our employment status, our personal 
finances, our connection with family, friends, colleagues, and 
patrons, and of course our physical and mental health. We 
fight the urge to feel like an “island universe.”

There haven’t been many good things about the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but such “silver linings” do exist. 
GLPA’s Conference Planning Chair Renae Kerrigan 
periodically posts an open-ended question on her Facebook 

Editor’s Message
Bart Benjamin 131

Issue 209
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page which simply asks “What is good in your life right now?” Invariably, she receives many replies, and simply reading 
through these “tiny victories” reminds me that the current dark times will have an end, normality will return, and we can 
all get through this! We should all try to employ mental exercises like hers to overcome the feelings of despair caused by 
this pandemic.

One recent “good thing in our lives” was Comet NEOWISE, which turned out to be a surprisingly photogenic 
comet, especially to those who could escape urban glow. For several weeks, we saw beautiful image after beautiful image 
posted to social media and astronomy-related websites. Our own members were part of the worldwide legion of 
photographers to capture Comet NEOWISE as it slowly crossed the northern sky. Jackie Baughman gathered a few of 
these member images for the cover of this issue. These photos, plus a few additional ones, also appear on page 25.

(continued on page 17)
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Adler Planetarium in Chicago remains 
closed to the general public for the 
foreseeable future. However, like many 
other facilities, they are ramping up their 
online offerings. Adler Astronomy Live is 
their new, bi-weekly series pairing 
professional astronomers with the 
Adler’s visualization and communication 
experts for a long-form, ~50 minute deep 
dive into relevant scientific topics. You 
can watch the first episode about 

exoplanets at ht tps: / /www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TuFREPPA2CQ. Another new program they’ve 
developed is Sky Observers Hangout. This informal 
discussion includes their public observing team in 
conversation, but also answering audience questions, and 
helping people find various objects of interest in the night 
sky. You can watch an episode about Comet NEOWISE at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpK1cGDcBQc. It’s 
not all serious astronomy, though. People love seeing 
behind the scenes, and the Adler staff loves to oblige that 
curiosity. One of their many unique collection items is the 
Dearborn Telescope, an 18½ inch Alvan Clark refractor 
that was the world’s largest when constructed in 1862. 
Have you ever wondered how to clean a 19th Century 
telescope? Wonder no more by visiting https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtVqgsRoPDM.

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at 
Parkland College in Champaign has started offering live 
shows over Zoom, and they are working towards streaming 
these shows over Facebook Live and YouTube as well. 
You can catch their Prairie Skies shows on Friday nights 
every two weeks. The staff is also putting together a 
children’s show, Cosmic Kids Quest, to connect with 
younger audiences on Fridays throughout August. Their 
monthly James B. Kaler Science Lecture Series will also be 
online starting in October. The planetarium will debut its 
first live show narrated in Spanish, Noche de estrellas en 
Champaign, in August. Finally, they are setting up a green 
screen in their offices and they will use that to accentuate 
their virtual field trips with area schools this fall!

Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais is 
opening up again in the fall, but social distancing 
constraints mean that the Strickler Planetarium’s 50-seat 
theater would only seat 11. Therefore, it is unlikely that the 
planetarium will open to the public or school groups this 
fall. In the meantime, they’ve been producing short “virtual 
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planetarium shows” with their D6 system to keep the community updated on celestial happenings. Their 
YouTube channel can be found at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkL-mMyUHHuS0EQLq7qdPDg.

The Dome Planetarium and Peoria Riverfront 
Museum reopened to the public on July 1st with limited 
capacity and masks required. They are using Mars as a 

theme this summer and fall and presenting a live show daily – To 
Mars and Beyond. Mars will be the theme for a virtual field trip 
package that they will offer to schools this fall as well, as most 
schools will not be able to visit in person. In September, they will 
begin showing Big Astronomy: People, Places, Discoveries. They 
have also begun to cautiously restart special events, and have had 
success with laser light shows. While they have reopened their 
physical building, they are maintaining virtual programming. A 
live stream of the full moon recently reached 40,000 views! You 
can follow along at the Dome Planetarium’s Facebook page.

The Illinois State University Planetarium in Normal 
remains closed to the public through the end of the year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. No reopening date has been set for on-
site planetarium programs. This fall, the focus of the planetarium 
will be in-house production. Meanwhile, the ISU Planetarium 
continues to share astronomy and general science information, 
along with educational materials, on its website and Facebook 
page. This includes a free, flat-screen version of Legends of the 
Night Sky - Perseus and Andromeda on the planetarium’s 
website. Additional free planetarium shows are planned.

The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton College 
in River Grove began offering Virtual Field Trips (VFTs) in April 
and saw modest success through the end of of July. Staff are now 
working on putting together a more concrete menu of live online 
programs and planning a series of weekly videos and the 
workflow necessary to create them efficiently. Rather than 
reinvent all the wheels themselves, perhaps some readers might 
be interested in sharing and swapping recorded presentations so 
they have more to distribute to their communities. Collaborating 
allows them to cover more topics and feature different presenters. Meanwhile, Wayne, Kris, and Joe Schultz (their 
technician) are taking advantage of the extended downtime in the dome to install a height adjustable desk to serve as their 

new console, replacing the back sale table that has been there 
two years. The Cernan Center also has some staffing changes. 
Planetarium Educator Johnathan Nelson departed Chicago at the 
end of June to pursue new adventures and opportunities in 
Minnesota. Their new staff member is Wayne Foster, who 
bravely drove cross country in the middle of a pandemic to join 
the staff in April. Born and raised in Chicago, Wayne earned his 
B.S. in Physics with an emphasis in Astrophysics from UIC and 
worked for Adler Planetarium before heading out west to be 
Planetarium Director at Hartnell College in Salinas, California.
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Above: The most engaging post on the Dome 
Planetarium Facebook page to date has been a live 
stream of the Moon during its July penumbral eclipse.

Left: Wayne Foster, who joined the staff of the Cernan Earth and 
Space Center in April.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkL-mMyUHHuS0EQLq7qdPDg
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The Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium in Evansville opened in late June at half capacity 
after being closed since mid-March. Surprisingly, public show attendance remained just slightly 
below the previous year’s numbers throughout the summer. Having all the local movie theaters 
closed indefinitely no doubt helped. Public observing of the opposition of Saturn was held in August 
utilizing a video camera and monitor provided by a local astronomical society member. In addition to 
daily planetarium shows, preparations were underway to hold two in-person event during the fall. In 
September, they will host their third annual International Drone Film Festival as well as premiering 
the fulldome movie Big Astronomy to coincide with the fall observance of National Astronomy Day 
under the dome. It certainly is odd gazing out at audiences and seeing all those masked guests. Face 
coverings have become the de rigeur fashion accessory of summer and microphone pops are a thing 
of the past since all our presenters are also wearing voice muffling face coverings.

Above Left: Title Card from Adler Astronomy Live.

Above Right: Collections Manager Chris Helms dusts the Dearborn Telescope.

Above: The Adler Astronomy Live team in discussion about 
exoplanets.

Below: Adler astronomer Lucianne Walkowicz explaining the 
timeline of exoplanet discoveries from the Kepler spacecraft.

All images on this page are courtesy of the Adler Planetarium.
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Like so many domes and museums, the University of Michigan Museum of Natural 
History Planetarium is presently closed. On the campus, the dome will be among the 
very last elements to re-open, given its small space, close seating, etc. These decisions will 
be made by the college. Their Response and Planning team has submitted an opening plan, 
and they are awaiting comment and approval. They are assuming that the Museum opens 
this fall. The Museum has been placing web-based video and virtual tours online for 
months. It has also been planning for the already growing requests from teachers and 
others for virtual programming, including astronomy streaming. This streaming has been 
going on for a while, mostly for the virtual summer camp, and some requested 
programming as well. Programming is being planned as part of an initial small schedule of 
public shows. Plans are also being made for how the staff will handle visitors, masks, etc.

As the evenings continue to cool toward the first frosts of the season, the Kalamazoo Valley Museum, like many 
other institutions, awaits concrete plans regarding when they will officially reopen to the public. Planetarium and museum 
staff have continued to learn new skills, work on projects, and make flexible plans for when they can safely engage with 
our patrons in the future. Within the arena of trying new things, Steve Crawford, their Theater and Planetarium 
Technologist, has initiated weekly star talks this summer to keep both the planetarium and the museum connected with the 
public. Steve’s live star talks have grown in popularity as he has shared information about Comet NEOWISE, the Perseid 
Meteor Shower, and other things that can be observed in the night sky. Steve plans to continue these talks through the fall.
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In Dayton, the Boonshoft Museum’s Astronomy Department has kept busy this summer. Two 
new in-person summer camps were held — First Kid on Mars and Urban Astronomy. Another 
virtual camp was offered as well, entitled Backyard Astronomy. Campers who enrolled in this 
camp were sent supplies for a week’s worth of astronomy, and were taught through Zoom for 
the week. Urban Astronomy was a highlight this year, as campers visited Boonshoft’s sister 
site, the Sunwatch Indian Village and Archaeological Park. In addition to a tour of the 
reconstructed village, campers launched model rockets and found Comet NEOWISE through 
telescopes. Jason looks forward to offering this experience again in the future.

In Toledo, the Ritter Planetarium is still closed to the public and K-12. They are open 
on a limited basis for UT Astronomy labs and are doing online programs for astronomy 
classes. Alex Mak is beginning a virtual monthly sky tour program starting in September. In 

the meantime, he’s spending most of his time upgrading the Brooks Observatory’s Celestron Edge 14 HD with a CMOS 
camera that will allow him to stream the telescope’s view to the Internet.

Bowling Green State University’s planetarium will be hosting several physics and astronomy department 
classes, as its 21-person COVID seating capacity (out of 114 seats) can handle classes that regular classrooms and the 
department’s conference room cannot. Dale Smith’s two classes are both hybrid, with a mixture of face-to-face and online 
components. In his “lecture” class of 69, PowerPoints and quizzes will be online and demos will be face-to-face and 
repeated four times.

The first-ever virtual C.R.A.P. meeting was held via Zoom on August 11th, arranged by Matt Young at Euclid. 
About two dozen members participated and over the course of two hours shared news and how they are operating in these 
COVID times. One of the highlights was a link to videos created by Suzie Dills at the Hoover-Price Planetarium in 
Canton. You can find them on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1H1WyJp8oWFIPbjtKOaK7g/f.

Gene Zajac is back on the mainland after a decade on Put-in-Bay, or as he puts it, “he and Pam are back in 
America!” No more ferry rides needed to access the rest of the world. During his sojourn on the island, Mr. Rabbit (yes, 
Zajac means rabbit) did numerous astronomy and skywatching events at the Perry’s Victory and International Peace 
Memorial park site.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1H1WyJp8oWFIPbjtKOaK7g/f
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The Bell Museum in St. Paul, Minnesota has been awarded a three-
year cooperative agreement from NASA’s Teams Engaging 
Affiliated Museums and Informal Institutions program to create a 
new, accessible planetarium show and toolkit of science activities in 
the program A Charge Forward: Activating the Nation’s 
Planetariums to Excite the Public about Human Space Exploration 
of the Moon and Beyond. The Bell will collaborate with the 
Planetarium and Science Center on the project, which will feature 
the contributions of people with disabilities to NASA/science 
discovery. The show will premiere in the Bell’s Whitney and 
Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium during year two and be made 

available to planetariums across the country free of charge.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium in Waukesha, 

Wisconsin has been slowly trying to re-open its doors since July 
1st. However, there have been quite a few hiccups along the way and 
most of them aren’t even involving the time quartantining or the 
COVID pandemic or schools re-opening. What will reopening look 
like when the time comes? Here is a sneak peek of their facility set-
up: two seats between each person and every other row utilized for a 
maximum of 22 people. Time will tell when they will be officially 
back up and running, but hopefully, they will have a new lobby 
refresh when that time finally comes along. Fundraising efforts have 
been slow but steady and painting is slated to start soon.

The Minnesota State University Moorhead Planetarium is 
starting a very slow open with less than half of maximum capacity. 
As the school year approaches, they are looking to virtual field trip options for school groups. There has been slow 
progress in migrating to virtual content, but they hope to really get going once the students are back. Things in the dome 
may have been quiet this summer, but Director Sara Schultz has been hard at work. She completed her doctoral degree in 
Science Education from the University of Wyoming in June and has been busy presenting her research on teaching 
methods in the live and interactive planetarium at virtual conferences. She is excited to share what she has learned and 
hopes to create opportunities for planetarium educators to learn more about how to use their questions to engage and 
inspire, but also affect better learning and retention with their audiences. If you are interested in learning more, she’d love 
to talk to you about it! Scan the QR code below or visit https://clipchamp.com/watch/xLpu1B0dzPk to find a short version 
of her research presentation. Or contact her if you are interested in training opportunities at schultz@mnstate.edu.

Autumnal Equinox, 2020

The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium
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The Sudekum Planetarium in Nashville, Tennessee re-opened on June 
18th, restricted to a capacity of 50 out of 166 seats. Drew Gilmore is 
serving as acting planetarium manager and Bill McClain is their educator 
and laser show guru. Mask usage by guests at Adventure Science Center 
was distressingly light until metropolitan Nashville enacted a mask order, 
and now compliance is high, if not perfect. Adventure Science Center is 
operating on a five day schedule, Thursday through Monday. The 
planetarium is running four shows daily, with time to clean seats in 
between. They’ve recently added a laser show on Saturday afternoons, 
technically after ASC closing time, and those have done well, two of 
them selling to ‘capacity’ crowds. In August, they presented Rusty 

Rocket’s Last Blast, Dark Universe, Nightwatch, and Habitat Earth. Big Astronomy opens in late-September and 
Destination Mars from the Boston Museum of Science opens in late-November.

The Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta is still closed to the public, but the grounds and gardens outside have 
seen many more visitors than usual. April Whitt is part of the School Master Gardener program and has enjoyed talking 
with people about the gardens and worm bin. One side effect they hadn’t considered is that the planetarium revenue 
collected at Fernbank paid for local travel for staff (visiting schools with outreach lessons), for feeding the animals in 
exhibits (reptiles mostly), for printing t-shirts for their ninth-grade science tools and techniques program, and for other 
“extras” that teachers use their own funds to support. While they’re not traveling to schools this semester — all teaching is 
remote — the animals still need care. It’s a balancing act. The Perseid meteor shower was clouded out this year, but 
maybe skies will clear, both literally and metaphorically.

The Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium has continued to offer virtual programming to the Western New York 
community. Recently, they teamed up with the Buffalo Astronomical Association, the Penn-Dixie Fossil Park and the 
Explore & More Children’s Museum for bi-monthly virtual astronomy nights. BAA astronomers used webcams for live 
views while other participants answered questions and demonstrated home science experiments for kids. Jackie 
Baughman and Mark Percy also presented a live program for the public on the eve of the launch of Mars 
Perseverance. Over 170 families signed up for the event! Mark, Jackie, Tim Collins and Steve Dubois are also planning 
monthly public shows through the fall. They are hoping to be under the dome, but ready for more virtual interaction if 
necessary. In September, Tim will explain the Starlink program. Jackie will lead a class explaining the basics of night sky 
observation in October. During the dark nights of November, Steve will host “Cataclysm” about how violent events in the 
universe lead to the genesis of future matter. And of course, the December topic will be the great conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn as explained by Tim.

The Asheville Museum of Science (AMOS) in Asheville, North Carolina is offering limited short-term on-site 
programming with suitable precautions for students but remains closed to the general public. Despite this closure, AMOS 
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The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Manfred Olson Planetarium will offer only 
virtual public programming this fall after having some success with such programming during the 
summer — Moving to Mars and Shooting Stars and Meteor Showers. In the fall, they will offer a 
Harry Potter-like show Fantastic Beasts in the Sky and Under African Skies, which was rescheduled 
from the spring. Jean feels like there is a lot of reinventing going on but also new opportunities.

The LE Phillips Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire does not have any summer programing 
(as usual). They have not offered shows to the public since early March due to COVID-19. Most likely there will not be 
any shows for the public next fall semester either.

The Soref Planetarium in Milwaukee has been producing short videos — anywhere from 2 to 4 minutes — on 
astronomy news mixed with a current sky tour. A few examples include Summer Solstice Blues, a July 4th Eclipse & 
Fireworks, Spaces Rocks!, and Comets, Asteroids & Meteors, featuring Comet NEOWISE of course! They offer a live 
streaming show called Virtual Wisconsin Stargazing via YouTube for museum members. They plan to open this fall. . . 
hopefully. Their latest show production Constellations is complete and ready to ship for anyone already open or re-
opening soon. Meanwhile, they are producing a new family show called A to Z Astronomy.

Autumnal Equinox, 2020
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continues to offer online programming in geology, paleontology, biology, and the like. In 
anticipation of North Carolina relaxing its coronavirus restrictions, AMOS hopes to reopen for the 
public sometime later in the autumn. Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) continues to 
suspend both on-campus and off-campus planetarium programming for schools in the wake of the 

coronavirus spread. PARI offered a virtual summer camp (Camp 
Connect 2020) in July and early August. In September, PARI hopes to 
offer two family camps (solar in the afternoon, Saturn in the evening). 
PARI’s upcoming public events include Pisgah Nights: More Space, 
Spies, and Secrets on October 6th (virus permitting). Mayland 
Community College in Burnsville reports, “At long last the beautiful 
sound of excavators can be heard at the site of the Glenn and Carol 
Arthur Planetarium at the Mayland Earth to Sky Park. [In early August], 
the footers were dug in preparation for the foundation. The geodesic 
dome, which will sit on top of stem walls, is ready to be installed, much 
like a puzzle piece, once the walls go vertical. Stay tuned for a time 
lapse video of the geodesic dome construction!”

The team at Morrison Planetarium at the California Academy 
of Sciences in San Francisco continues to work from home and 
anxiously await when they can bring back furloughed staff and return to 
the museum. San Francisco has not yet given a date that indoor 
museums can reopen, but it could arrive very soon after the city deems 
it safe based on COVID-19 case numbers and trends. Everyone at the 
Academy is working hard to make sure they’re ready for reopening so 
that when the green light arrives they can go full steam ahead. Some of 
the team has been working with and as part of the Big Astronomy team 
to plan a premiere event for the show on September 26th, possibly 
utilizing live streaming of 360 video from the dome. Mary Holt has 
begun to work closely with the education team to develop programs for 
schools in the fall, adapting shows that have been used in the dome so 
they’ll work in a live, online, Zoom setting, as well as some new 
programming focused on the Solar System. The Visualization Studio is 
hard at work on the next fulldome show Living Worlds, which is set to 
be released early next year. Meanwhile, the presenter team continues to 

offer weekly programming Tuesday through Friday on Morrison Planetarium’s Facebook page and plan to continue to do 
so until the building opens.

S TAT E  N E W S
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DON’T MISS OUT

To be included in the winter issue’s State News 
column, please forward news from your facility to 
your state chair in the latter half of October.

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event 
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the 
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible 
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International 
News” column.

WHO DO I CONTACT?

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are 
not quite sure to whom you should direct that 
question, GLPA may have your answer.

The GLPA website has a page that provides a 
helpful way to determine who best could answer 
your question. To use it, please visit

https://glpa.org/contacts

An artist’s conception of the Exterior, Floor Plan, 
and Theater for Mayland Community College’s 
upcoming planetarium.

mailto:bart.benjamin@icloud.com
https://glpa.org/contacts
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C O N F E R E N C E  U P D AT E

We’d like to invite you to the 2020 Virtual GLPA Conference!

The Virtual GLPA conference will be during the week of October 12th, so as not to 
conflict with ASTC, which will be during the week of October 19th. Survey 
participants indicated that they would be interested in morning, afternoon, and 
evening sessions, so we will offer a varied schedule. The conference will be hosted 
on Zoom, and simulcasted to YouTube. It will feature some of our favorite elements 
of GLPA — paper presentations, workshops, invited speakers, sponsor 
presentations, and the Astronomy Update. Additionally, we will be mailing the first 
200 registrants a conference goodie box (limited to the United States). The 
conference will be free for GLPA members.

Delegate registration is now open . . . at https://glpa.org/2020. Sponsor registration 
will open before the equinox. We look forward to seeing you virtually, and meeting 
again in person in 2021.

Renae Kerrigan
GLPA Conference Planning Chair
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Editor’s Message    (continued from page 3)

The reliability of the sky above and the world below is also reassuring. Right on cue, unperturbed by the pandemic, 
Mars will come close to Earth in October and Jupiter and Saturn will ignore social distancing rules and come very close to 
one another in December. In the coming months, please do all you can to stay healthy and connected to family, friends, 
and colleagues. Enjoy the waning weeks of summer and the onset of autumn. I hope to see you at GLPA’s Virtual 
Conference in October. Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2020. 
Please submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late-October. Let’s hope for a better autumn for all.

https://glpa.org/2020
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JAMES KALER ASTRONOMY CLASSROOM DEDICATION

On August 21st, the University of Illinois in Urbana, Illinois dedicated the James B. Kaler Astronomy 
Classroom in the Department of Astronomy. 

Professor Emeritus Jim Kaler is one of their 
most beloved faculty members — a familiar face of 
astronomy education and outreach at Illinois since 1964. 
He has taught thousands of students from non-majors to 
Ph.D. candidates, published over 120 research papers, 
been recognized with multiple awards and honors to 
include American Astronomical Society’s 2008 
Education Prize, and served as President of the Board of 
Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 
Jim has also written nearly 20 books, including two 
textbooks, and his popular STARS website has recorded 
nearly 4 million visitors! In honor of his commitment to 
teaching and astronomy education, the University of 
Illinois raised funds to dedicate this classroom in his 
name.

[Ed.: GLPA members also regard Dr. Kaler as a very special part of its history. He presented the annual 
Astronomy Update from 1989 through 2008 and was the Armand Spitz Lecturer in 1999. Information for this 
news item was excerpted from a press release prepared by Dr. Leslie Looney, Chair of the University of Illinois’ 
Astronomy Department, with permissions obtained by David Leake].

AN EVENING WITH ARTHUR C. CLARKE
Roger Grossenbacher, Lancaster, Ohio (rseg43130@gmail.com)

In the fall of 1970, I was working at Mauna Kea Observatory, two and a half miles up in Hawaiian skies. Snow 
usually began falling up there in November and the night crew all wore down clothing. That same year Arthur 
C. Clarke was on a speaking tour of the civilized world. He delivered his excellent “World of 2001” talk 
following up on the success of his and Stanley Kubrick’s Space Odyssey movie in 1969.

Clarke was anxious to visit the telescopes blossoming atop the highest observatory in the Pacific Ocean. 
At that time, the new 88-inch diameter reflector was “King of the Hill” but it was still beset with teething 
problems. The telescope was designed to be computer aimed and controlled. Unfortunately the computer 
programmers had difficulty thinking straight in the thin air even if they breathed supplemental oxygen. They 
had not yet finished the control code. Aiming the telescope was thus very difficult even when seeking an object 
as bright as Jupiter.

The night Clarke arrived to see Jupiter the day crew had recently attached a very large plywood 
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telescope, Clarke got to spend a short time ogling the Giant Planet from atop an elevated rotating platform. The 
platform actually resembled an over-sized, one-bladed fan. He did not seem to be fazed by the flimsy chain 
railing around the platform that was the only protection from a long dark fall.

Then we all assembled in a warmer area for a late night snack with hot tea and sandwiches. On Mauna 
Kea you had to eat fast as the dry air quickly turned bread into croutons. At 13,000 feet up, Arthur was not the 
same far-seeing savant he was at sea level. He did enjoy sharing his photos of scuba diving with several 
astronauts at beaches near his home in Sri Lanka. When the evening was over, Arthur had to admit that he had 
seen better views of Jupiter at warmer observatories.
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B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

REMINDER: RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Despite the many changes forced upon us by the COVID-19 pandemic, GLPA 
members still need to renew their annual GLPA membership. Members who 
register for the 2020 Virtual Conference will renew their membership as part of 
that registration process. Members who do not register for the virtual conference 
should visit glpa.org/membership and follow the instructions in either the 
Purchase Membership Online or Purchase Membership by Mail sections.
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From August 3-7, 2020, over 400 registered delegates met online in the 2020 IPS Virtual Conference. Each day 
of the virtual conference was timed to best accommodate a different continental range of longitudes, and 
contained a familiar mix of paper sessions, sponsor presentations, and social time. I especially enjoyed the start 
of each day, where attendees where shuffled into a random Zoom breakout room, and had about 10 minutes to 
meet and chat with a smaller group of 10-15 planetarians. [See photo on the following page]. Poster sessions 
were handled as recorded videos, which can be watched on the IPS website at https://bit.ly/335iCFr. All 
conference presentations were recorded and will soon be uploaded to the IPS YouTube channel.

Yes, you read that correctly, IPS now has a YouTube channel! It currently hosts an assortment of 
posters and videos related to the recent Virtual Conference, but going forward, it will host many more videos 
for the organization. Check it out at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDoruS0ADL1hoRozRpzKx8g/
videos.

Thanks to the hard work of the IPS Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee, numerous racial justice 
resources are now available to all planetarians. Access the resource list and learn more about biases, anti-
racism, and allyship at https://www.ips-planetarium.org/page/racialjustice.

The IPS Elections candidate nomination period has now closed. In October and November, IPS 
members will be voting on candidates for the offices of Executive Secretary, Treasurer, and President-Elect. 
Candidate statements and introductory videos will be available shortly on the IPS website at https://www.ips-
planetarium.org.

IPS also recently announced a partnership with SLOOH that will allow IPS members to access 
SLOOH’s network of telescopes and deliver that content to their audiences at a very low cost. For full details on 
the partnership, please visit: https://www.ips-planetarium.org/news/508195/Slooh-and-the-International-
Planetarium-Society-Partner-to-Offer-Online-Space-Exploration.htm.

IPS continues to develop ‘The Planetarian Network’, a new social networking site designed to help 
connect the world’s planetarians, both IPS members, and nonmembers. You can preview the site, or join up at 
https://ipshub.mn.co/.

Planetarium 1 in St. Petersburg, Russia will host the IPS2022 conference. St. Petersburg is the cultural 
capital of Russia, and touts the Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the Mariinsky Ballet, and the world’s 
largest planetarium, a 37-meter dome inside a 150 year old gas storage facility. The conference dates have 
shifted; it will now take place June 22-27, 2022. $350 is the planned registration fee, and there are 10 preferred 
conference hotels in the vicinity that range from $50-100/night. You can view the slide deck presented by the 
conference hosts at the IPS 2020 Virtual Conference at: http://bit.ly/IPS2022deck.

by IPS Representative
Mike Smail

msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

UPDATE
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Screen shot from the 2020 
IPS Virtual Conference. 
Image from Mike Smail.

P L A N E TA R I U M  S O C I A L  M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page
www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael 
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein, 
Bart Benjamin

GLPA’s Twitter page
twitter.com/GLPAsocial
Administrator: Mike Smail

GLPA’s Instagram page
www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael 
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)
planetarians.slack.com

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike 
Smail, Steve Burkland

The Dome Dialogues
www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter, 
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell

https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/
https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial
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VOLUME 15, NUMBER 3
(10 pages in length)

GLPA’s 50th newsletter and the third issue of 1980 contained the 
following articles and columns:

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1980

★  As illustrated on the cover and page 2, the Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association was the winner 
of the First Annual Astronomy Day Award sponsored by Edmund Scientific Company for their activities held 
on Astronomy Day, 1980. Local Astronomy Day Chairman [and longstanding GLPA member] Gary Tomlinson 
credited their success to the many participating groups and organizations in the Grand Rapids area.

★ Don Knapp from the Schnectady Museum Planetarium in Schnectady, New York offered his “20 Steps to 
Successful School Programming,” which provided some timeless tips for presenting live planetarium shows to a 
school audience.

★ NASA Astronaut Steven A. Hawley was profiled. Dr. Hawley [who would later fly his first of five Space 
Shuttle missions in late-summer of 1984] would deliver a keynote address at GLPA’s 1980 conference. [Ed. 
Although unknown at that time, Hawley would eventually fly on the deployment mission of the Hubble Space 
Telescope in April of 1990, the second HST servicing mission in early 1997, and the deployment of the 
Chandra X-ray Observatory in the summer of 1999].

★ About twelve people attended the “Second Almost Annual Michigan GLPA Campout” in July. These 
Michigan planetarians and their families enjoyed hiking, swimming, cooking out, having fun in the sun, and 
enduring a little bit of rain.

★ An uncredited mini-article on science-related mnemonic devices appeared on page 5:

“Mnemonic devices come in handy when you want to remember a long series. For example, the 
planets in their order from the sun may be remembered by the sentence ‘My Very Educated 
Mother Just Served Us Pretty Noodles.’ The characteristics of stars are categorized in ‘Oh Be A 
Fine Girl, Kiss Me!’ So how about these to remember the spectrum ‘ROY G. BIV,’ or the 
Geologic Periods ‘Camels Often Sit Down Carefully’ (Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian, 
Devonian, Carboniferous); ‘Perhaps Their Joints Creak’ (Permian, Triassic, Jurassic, 
Cretaceous); ‘Early Oiling Might Prevent Rheumatism’ (Eocene, Oligocene, Miocene, Pliocene, 
Pleistocene, Recent); or the taxonomic groups: ‘King Philip, Come Out For God’s 
Sake!’ (kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, species).”
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★  GLPA President Jeanne Bishop noted that the annual GLPA conference would be held at Adler Planetarium 
and that it had “been planned with considerable care and creative thought, mostly by Adler host Roy Kaelin.” 
Among the other highlights she mentioned in her President’s Message was the appearance of comet discoverer 
David Levy, Adler’s own Dr. Evelyn Gates (speaking on dark matter), and James Manning presenting the 
Armand Spitz Lecture.

★ Conference Host Roy Kaelin described some additional conference details in his update, including Dr. James 
Kaler’s Astronomy Update lecture, side trips to Northwestern University’s Dearborn Observatory and Triton 
College’s Cernan Earth & Space Center, and numerous workshops, teacher-oriented activities, and new sky 
shows.

★ GLPA President Jeanne Bishop provided a few “Chicago tourist tips” for conference delegates to consider 
when they were attending the conference in downtown Chicago, including a few other world-class museums, a 
unique movie theater with moving clouds and twinkling stars, and an outstanding used book store.

★ GLPA Past-President Dan Francetic offered a two-page Survey of Teachers Visiting a Planetarium that was 
designed to enable planetarians to better quantify the impact that the planetarium has on visiting teachers and 
their students. In his introductory remarks, Francetic observed that “we planetarians make many wonderful 
claims about what effects planetariums have on students. While they are wonderful and certainly true, there is 
not much data to support these contentions.” His survey form attempted to remedy this.

★ The “Planetarian Profile” column profiled Bart Benjamin, who was then the Director of the Cernan Earth and 
Space Center at Triton College. He described his initial interest in observational astronomy and how that hobby 
eventually led him to a planetarium career.

★ In Gary Sampson’s “GLPA Flashback” column, the newsletter re-printed 
Jeanne Bishop’s paper titled The Seasons: A Participatory Planetarium 
Program for Eighth Grade, which she had originally presented at the 1988 
GLPA Conference in Bowling Green, Ohio.

VOLUME 35, NUMBER 3 AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 2000
(24 pages in length)

GLPA’s 129th newsletter and the third issue of 2000 contained the 
following articles and columns:
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2019 - 2020:

Parallel Universe Sponsors
Ash Enterprises www.ash-enterprises.com
Evans & Sutherland www.es.com
GOTO INC www.goto.co.jp/english
Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com
Zeiss www.zeiss.com/planetariums/int/home.html

Universe Sponsors
Audio Visual Imagineering www.av-imagineering.com
Clark Planetarium www.clarkplanetarium.org
Digital Projection www.digitalprojection.com/visualization
Digitalis Education Solutions www.digitaliseducation.com

Galaxy Sponsors
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc. astro-tec.com
AUI/Big Astronomy www.aui.edu/
Laser Fantasy www.laserfantasy.com
Milwaukee Public Museum www.mpm.edu
NISE Network nisenet.org
Seiler www.seilerinst.com/divisions/planetarium/
Sky-Skan www.skyskan.com

Solar System Sponsors
Adler Planetarium adlerplanetarium.org/
Bowen Technovation www.bowentechnovation.com/
ChromaCove www.chromacove.com
Museum of Science (Boston) www.mos.org

Planet Sponsors
California Academy of Sciences www.calacademy.org
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☆☆ Executive Committee (Elected)
☆ Executive Committee (Appointed)

Executive Committee mailing addresses 
and phone numbers can be found by 
visiting  glpa.org/exec.

GLPA Home Page:
glpa.org

Astronomical photographs used within the GLPA Newsletter are courtesy 
of NASA and the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI).

PLEASE NOTE:

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from:

Physics and Astronomy Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green  OH  43403

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith at 
dwsmith@bgsu.edu.

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION (GLPA) offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with 
the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. GLPA is an affiliate of IPS (International Planetarium Society), NSTA (National 
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February, May, August, and November. Send information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2020.
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IMAGE CREDITS
Cover Design: Jackie Baughman (qnbaughman@gmail.com).

In a year when we’ve all been told to “keep our distance,” the planets Jupiter and Saturn are having a 
very close encounter with one another in late-December. This great conjunction will bring the two 
largest planets of our solar system closer than they’ve appeared to be since 1623. On the evening of 
December 21st, the two planets will be separated by only 6 arc-minutes, easily fitting within the field of 
a telescope’s medium-power eyepiece.

       
         

The current design of the GLPA Newsletter incorporates small sections of 
several NASA images for its page mastheads. These and other images 
can be accessed from NASA websites such as Mars Exploration, 
Scientific Visualization Studio, and Hubble Space Telescope websites at  
www.spacetelescope.org/images/ and hubblesite.org/images/gallery. And 
because all these photos are from NASA, they are free to use (with 
proper credit).

Image Credits page background image:  NGC 2074 in the Large Magellanic Cloud
Credit:  NASA, ESA, and M. Livio (STScI)

Image Credits page inset image:  M96: A Galactic Maelstrom
Credit:  ESA/Hubble & NASA and LEGUS Team

State News Masthead:  Young stars in the “wing” of the Small Magellanic Cloud
Credit: NASA, ESA, CXC and University of Potsdam, JPL-Caltech, and STScI

Bulletin Board Masthead:  M13: A Celestial Snow Globe of Stars
Credit:  NASA, ESA, and Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)

IPS Update Masthead:  Big Blue Marble Earth
Credit:  R. Stockli, A. Nelson, F. Hasler, NASA/ GSFC/ NOAA/ USGS

To celebrate this rare celestial event, Jackie Baughman created original artwork for our cover, and 
Bart Benjamin created a simulated telescopic view on page 38. We wish you all clear skies on those 
important evenings near this year’s winter solstice. It will be quite a show!

mailto:qnbaughman@gmail.com
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Winter begins, heralding the end to a most unusual 
calendar year.

At best, this has been a year of challenges. The 
global outbreak has magnified even the smallest of 
difficulties in our lives. The many months of staying apart 
are taking their toll as we round out the solstice season. For 
many of us in the northern hemisphere, the days may feel 
unseasonably dim without warmth from personal visits 
with distant family and friends.

Please continue to take care of yourselves and each 
other.

• Take long breaks from social media.
• Step outside for a few minutes every day when the weather permits.
• Enjoy the beauty of the winter night sky when clouds permit.
• Check in with neighbors, friends, family and colleagues.
• Make plans to visit in person once it is safe to do so.

Of course the year wasn’t completely bad. There were some positive highlights. Comet NEOWISE, the Mars 
opposition, and a delightful conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn spring to mind immediately. There were also some 
picturesque moments with the Moon and various planets, a few spectacular ISS passes, and a handful of meteors here and 
there.

The Virtual GLPA Conference was another positive highlight of the year. It was a joy to reconnect with so many 
old friends and to meet at least a dozen new colleagues. As I said in a message to new members, the one very special not-
so-secret ingredient to the success of GLPA is without a doubt our members. We truly are more than our domes. Please, if 
you haven’t already done so, do check out the GLPA YouTube channel to see the posters, the papers, and the talks.

Best wishes for this season and the next.

President’s
Message

Waylena McCully

I’ve got a feeling ‘21 is going to be a good year
Especially if you and me see it in together

When Pete Townsend wrote these lyrics in the late ‘60s for the 
rock opera Tommy, he could scarcely have imagined how they 
could have been re-interpreted to be relevant and strangely 
prescient 52 years later. 2020 has been the year from hell for 
our entire world, and no swapping of calendars will ever be as 
widely anticipated as the change from 2020 to 2021. The 
development and distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine has 
become the light at the end of our long, dark, shared tunnel.

However, as Waylena reminds us in her President’s 
Message, there were some good things that happened in 2020. 
Even the darkest clouds have traces of a silver lining. One of 
these was our recent virtual conference and our collective 
support of one another via Zoom technology. Our first-ever 
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virtual conference was an unqualified success, and we owe a debt of gratitude to Renae Kerrigan, Tom Dobes, Steve 
Crawford, Kris McCall (and her team), Geoff Holt, and a host of others for their hard work in planning and staging such a 
successful event. Thank you all!!

Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2021. Please submit your 
facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. On behalf of GLPA’s Executive Committee, I wish you all a happy 
holiday season. As we say good riddance to 2020, let us look forward with hope to a better future!

REMINDER: Don’t forget the spectacular Jupiter-Saturn conjunction in late-December! During evening twilight 
from December 19 - 23, Jupiter and Saturn will be within a 1/4 degree of one another, with their closest approach 
occurring on Monday, December 21. For simulated views, see Jackie’s cover, an Earth-based telescopic view on page 
38, and a Saturnian view of the same event on page 39.

🪐

 

🔭
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Adler Planetarium in Chicago remains 
closed to the general public for the 
foreseeable future. However, like many 
other planetariums, they are ramping up 
their online offerings. WOW! Signal is 
their new bi-monthly comedy series of 

short vignettes explaining astronomical phenomena. You 
can watch the first episode about black holes at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ABu2HXK7r4. They have 
also uploaded the final batch of data into their Mapping 
Historic Skies citizen science project. This project allows 
individuals to search through 500 years’ worth of sky maps 
in the Adler’s celestial cartography collection to identify 
individual constellations. The resulting data will be 
collected and made available for future scientific research. 
Also, it’s a great way to keep up on your constellations 
while the domes are closed! Join in the fun at 
www.zooniverse.org/projects/webster-institute/mapping-
historic-skies. See Adler’s photos on page 6.

The Illinois State University Planetarium in 
Normal remains closed to the public out of concern for the 
welfare of its guests during the COVID-19 pandemic. No 
reopening date has been set for on-site planetarium 
programs. Meanwhile, the ISU Planetarium is sharing 
astronomy and general science information, along with 
educational materials, on its website, Facebook page, and 
YouTube Channel. Through Facebook, the planetarium 
offered the 360-degree Big Astronomy program and 
continues to share related Big Astronomy interviews and 
events. Meanwhile, free programs on their YouTube 
Channel include a flat-screen version of Legends of the 
Night Sky - Perseus and Andromeda, and children’s shows 
exploring weather and the Moon. Additional free 
planetarium shows are planned.

Although the Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign 
remains closed to the public at least until May, the staff 
continue to serve Parkland students in the dome, and are 
providing public and school programs online. Their James 
B. Kaler Science Lecture Series has been their most 
popular event so far, and they will follow it with a special 
edition of their Prairie Skies show. Waylena McCully is 
designing and adapting more content for online use, 
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ILLINOIS: Tom Willmitch
ISU Planetarium
Normal, Illinois
trwillm@ilstu.edu

INDIANA: Melinda O’Malley
PHM Planetarium
Mishawaka, Indiana
momalley@phm.k12.in.us

MICHIGAN: Paulette Epstein
Michigan Science Center
Detroit, Michigan
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com

OHIO: Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Bowling Green, Ohio
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/ Jean Creighton
MINNESOTA: Manfred Olson Planetarium

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
jcreight@uwm.edu

BEYOND Mary Holt
THE Morrison Planetarium
LAKES: San Francisco, California

mholt@calacademy.org
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Illinois will hold its state meeting 
virtually on May 1, 2021. Waylena 
McCully will be hosting or moderating 
the meeting.
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although she now splits her time between the planetarium and another department where she is helping faculty 
with video lectures. Director Erik Johnson is teaching astronomy classes and is assisting Illinois Science 
Olympiad with online tournaments. Telescope rentals continue to be popular, and both Erik and Waylena look 
forward to planning a hybrid community event for the Mars Perseverance mission.

The Dome Planetarium in Peoria remains open to the public this fall and winter, but with limited 
capacity. Some in-person events are running, including laser light shows, but any events with food or drink are not 
allowed. They continue to present Big Astronomy and To Mars and Beyond in their daily public shows, create virtual 
content for their Facebook page and direct email, and produce a weekly newsletter.

The Elgin School District Planetarium in Elgin continues to operate for virtual visits only. No in-person 
sessions are planned for the near future. It is likely there will be no in-dome, live shows at all this school year. The 20 
student maximum would limit the number of in-person presentations to two per day. The number of in-person students 
reached daily would be far fewer than the 240-400 that can be served in a virtual format with lessons presented using 
Stellarium, animations, slide decks, and the NGSS standards. Of course, sitting in the chamber under a star projector is far 
better, but in the current situation it makes sense to stay remote. Luckily, the school district continues to support Director 
Peggy Hernandez’ efforts.

The Strickler Planetarium on the campus of Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais has been closed to the 
public this semester due to the COVID pandemic and utilized at a reduced capacity for university classes and labs, which 
are meeting socially-distanced and masked on campus. In early November, they piloted their first virtual field trip for 135 
fourth and fifth graders at an elementary school in the western Chicago suburbs. The presentation involved a virtual tour 
of their facility, a live star-talk via Zoom, and an interactive Q&A. It was a success and the staff hopes to replicate the 
model with other districts.

In November at the Cernan Earth and Space Center in River Grove, Educator Wayne Foster presented a virtual 
field trip hosted by the Homer Township Public Library. Wayne used Stellarium to show the 30+ attendees the bright 
stars, star patterns, and other objects visible in the current night sky. Highlights included the planets Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 
and Venus in addition to the constellations Orion, Taurus, Pegasus, and others. Following the sky tour was a 30-minute 
Q&A session. You can now see Cernan Center videos about astronomy and space exploration on their YouTube channel 
at https://bit.ly/3aGK13H and follow their many other offerings on their Facebook page.
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Upper Left: A look at the Mark Constellations workflow in Adler Planetarium’s 
Mapping Historic Skies.

Left: The logo for Adler’s WOW! Signal program.

Upper Right: A look at the Identify Constellations workflow in Adler 
Planetarium’s Mapping Historic Skies.
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The Brown Planetarium staff at Ball State University has been hosting astronomy and geography 
classes in the dome as physical distancing has made it challenging to find rooms on campus. As 
astronomy and geography strongly align with the Brown Planetarium’s mission, staff are happy to 
host the classes and have been expanding the dome content available to help supplement the class 
lectures. The dome is only open to in-person visits from Ball State students for scheduled shows and 
class visits. Additionally, the Brown Planetarium has hosted many virtual visits for school and 
community groups over the past few months. They have had groups from out-of-state join in as well, 
including groups from California and Washington, D.C. They are offering an array of topics for 
groups of all ages to choose from. To engage with the community, they are also doing a weekly 
Constellation Crew program live on Facebook, exploring a different constellation each week with 
students from the Department of Physics and Astronomy. Students also presented in the department’s 

1st Annual Astronomy Slam on Facebook Live. Additional engagement opportunities from Ball State include their 
Halloween: Celestial Origins and The Christmas Star programs, which are on YouTube in 360 degrees for people to 
enjoy remotely.

The Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium continues to remain open, presenting 2-4 shows four days a 
week since mid-June. Although attendance is nowhere close to pre-COVID-19 levels, interestingly Mitch Luman reports 
that they seem to be attracting a different audience, one that it has not seen before (or perhaps never noticed). The 
planetarium’s “regular” visitors, it seems, are staying away (no surprise there), but visitors who would not normally attend 
planetarium shows have be showing up and occupying its mostly empty theater presentations. Their dome is currently 
offering daily presentations of the Associated Observatories’ Big Astronomy: People, Places, Discoveries in addition to 
other movies and a daily live planetarium show.

Science Central in Fort Wayne has chosen the architecture/design firm Design Collaborative to design the 
center’s new planetarium. Once design work is completed, construction will begin on Science Central’s largest capital 
campaign since opening in 1995. This permanent 1,500 square foot project will bring the only public planetarium to the 
region to help educate students, teachers, scouts, science campers, and the general public alike. The exhibit will be built in 
the west side of Science Central, tapping into 35,000 square feet of space currently used for other purposes. This 
technologically complex project will pair a legacy optical-mechanical starball from the University of Saint Francis with 
modern, state-of-the-art digital fulldome equipment.

The University of Michigan Museum of Natural History/Planetarium has begun 
experimenting with limited access tests, which will include campus members such as 
faculty and students. This is a way of testing a plan to manage visitors. Options for the 
public are still underway, without knowing when this will happen. As a result, the dome is 
not yet open. In the meantime, the staff has created clips that are being used by several 
astronomy classes. This was done with Digistar (i.e. D6 laptop), following astronomy 
department requests. The staff has recently completed streaming programs for area schools. 
These included motions, solar system, and the night sky. In addition to these, they have 
created a wide range of virtual programs across the spectrum of natural history.

Like many of our planetarium colleagues around Michigan and the country, staff at 
the Kalamazoo Valley Museum continue to work on various projects in anticipation of 

reopening to the public. The staff is optimistic that as the days grow longer and COVID-19 vaccinations become a reality, 
the staff will once again be able to share the magic of the night sky with its patrons and successfully host the 2021 GLPA 
conference in-person in November.



       
       

     
      

There is some good news from Ohio amidst the 
pandemic. Suzie Dills reports from Canton that after 
seven long months, the Hoover-Price Planetarium 
re-opened on October 17th for limited public 
programs. Seating is limited to 10 guests per show. 

See photo. ➞
Curt Spivey reports that the Ward Beecher Planetarium at YSU is still 

not doing public shows or school tours, and probably won’t for some time. They 
are holding socially distanced Descriptive Astronomy classes in the planetarium, 
using only 27 of their 146 seats. The classes are split in thirds with each group 
attending in-person one day and watching on Zoom two days every week. This 
arrangement has already been adopted for the spring semester starting in 
January. YSU is continuing its public outreach with a gaggle of online shows! 
Every other Saturday evening, they do a live planetarium show called Keep 
Looking Up that is akin to what they do under the dome: a star talk, a topic with 
one or two speakers, and discussion via the comments on Facebook with their 
audience. They started these in the spring, and have had viewers from as far 
away as Arizona and Dubai! They also have four prerecorded shows that they 
post and try to get two shows out every week. Starry Storytime is reading space 
and astronomy-related books for younger visitors; Out Of This World News is a monthly sky almanac; Discover Science is 
easy science experiments you can do at home; and Life of a Scientist explores the life and times of famous scientists. If 
you’d like to see their efforts, you can find them on the planetarium’s YouTube Channel or Facebook page. Curt notes 
that he has turned into quite the video producer since March! Perhaps the best news is that by the time you read this, 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht will have had her second son, Leon! Congrats and she is expected back in the planetarium in 
February.

Across the state, BGSU’s Planetarium is running public shows, although attendance has been slow and is limited 
to 10 people per showing. The two main shows have been a double-feature of Chasing the Ghost Particle describing 
neutrinos and the Ice Cube Observatory at the South Pole and The First Stargazers, both a product of Bob Bonadurer’s 
work in Milwaukee. On Halloween, the planetarium ran five showings of Bob’s Spooky Space. On the first Saturdays of 
October and November, the planetarium ran My House has Stars, a children’s show produced by BGSU alum Dan 
Zielinski at the Jenks Planetarium in Oklahoma. Dale Smith is running both of his BGSU classes in hybrid mode. One is a 
small honors class on the planets that is entirely face-to-face as normal. The other is a large lecture class on stars and the 
universe and combines a mixture of online components for PowerPoints and quizzes and face-to-face in small groups for 
demos, activities, and shows under the dome. The planetarium is also host to an introductory astronomy lab course, a 
welcome course for new physics majors, and the Physics and Astronomy Department’s weekly graduate seminar. Several 
BGSU dorms have booked private showings, beginning with a group under the aegis of Edinboro University alum Kaz 
Himes, who is now a BGSU residence hall manager. Dale has also hired five new student workers for the team that runs 
stargaze sessions for students in the intro classes.
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One of the happy guests at the re-opened 
Hoover-Price Planetarium.

Ohio planetarians are hoping that COVID-19 circumstances will allow them to have an 
in-person meeting in the spring of 2021. This meeting is tentatively scheduled on 
Saturday, May 1, 2021 at the Hoover-Price Planetarium at the McKinley Museum in 
Canton, with Suzie Dills (suzieastro@yahoo.com) serving as host. Meeting organizers will 
keep an eye on circumstances and circulate updates as needed.

mailto:suzieastro@yahoo.com
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The Barlow Planetarium at UW-Oshkosh-Fox Cities campus has 
been open since mid-September, with limited seating of just 16 per 
show (<16%), face masks required, social distancing required 
between groups, and online-only ticketing. At the end of October, 
they began selling out some of their programs. Frankly, the online 
only ticketing may be kept even after the COVID-19 era, as it has 
worked very well. In early November, the Barlow installed a new 
AVI Skylase FX system that incorporates filters into the laser 
beams and will give staff an opportunity to create their own 
content. In October, they received their last shipment of Digistar II 
parts from Evans & Sutherland – much thanks to E&S for their 

dedication to their customers years longer than they ever predicted. Although not completely decided yet, it looks like 
2021 will require the staff to be fully virtual to serve their schools. Field trips will continue to be offered, but the groups 
will have to be less than 16 total people.

The Gary E. Sampson Planetarium at Wauwatosa West High School is still closed to field trips and the public 
due to COVID-19, but continues to support the astronomy classes at their school. The director, Todd DeZeeuw, continues 
to teach two sections of astronomy and two sections of aerospace engineering in a “hybrid” mode, with cohorts to 
maintain social distancing in the classroom. His duty period for offering field trips was reassigned to teaching an entirely 
virtual astronomy class for the families who opted for a fully virtual educational experience. He continues to hope that the 
second semester will bring a return to at least offering virtual sky tours and other planetarium programming to the schools 
in the Wauwatosa School District.

The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium is thrilled to be partnering with the City of Waukesha for an exclusive 
event on the 2020 winter solstice. Using the mission and inspiration of the earthhour.org movement, they will be hosting 
their own “lights out” event. Coincidentally, the event was planned so more people will get out to observe the great 
Jupiter and Saturn conjunction happening during that evening. Seven different locations throughout the city (including 
their home site at the Retzer Nature Center) have been established as areas where non-essential lights will be shut off 
during this time to ensure clear viewing of this rare astronomical event. Families will be encouraged to take part in other 
ways if they can’t make it out for viewing by making star cookies or star crafts or even dressing in glittery, sparkly 
items. The staff has been working on their own projects to enhance this opportunity for the community.

The Manfred Olson Planetarium at UW-Milwaukee offered mostly virtual programs this fall: eighteen public 
programs (including a very successful run of Under African Skies), 
seventeen school groups, and eleven private programs. In early 
November, Jean Creighton submitted a paper to The Planetarian about 
her project “Tale of Scale” in collaboration with theatre professor 
Robin Mello, which hopefully will be in print in spring of 2021. For 
spring, they will be offering The Secret Lives of Planets and Moving to 
Mars to prepare for the Perseverance rover’s landing.

The Soref Planetarium’s recent short video productions 
include Halloween Stargazing, Flat Earth vs. Round Earth?, and Does 
Gravity Always Win? On the horizon is a short video on the upcoming 
planet pairing called The Great Jupiter & Saturn Conjunction. Their 
live show Virtual Wisconsin Stargazing continues twice a week. The 
trailer for their new family show called A to Z Astronomy is done and 
will be posted soon on the FullDome DataBase website. The Soref 
Planetarium hopes to open in January. Also, their dome is clean 
(yeah!). Thanks to 1570 Cinema Services for a job well done.

Winter Solstice, 2020

Jean Creighton teaching astronomy in a storytelling 
class Tale of Scale. Look for the article in The 
Planetarian in the spring!

Photo Credit: Nathaniel Schardin

http://earthhour.org


Beyond the Lakes planetarians met for their last quarterly online meeting 
of the year in October. The next meeting will be sometime in January.

Asheville Museum of Science (AMOS) in Asheville, North 
Carolina is offering limited short-term on-site programming with suitable 
precautions for students as well as public hours at half capacity. Despite 
these limitations, AMOS continues to offer online programming in 
geology, paleontology, biology, and the like. The museum offers STEM 
School Camp on weekdays and STEM Lab Activities on weekends. The 
StarDome (a 4-meter inflatable Digitalis dome with a Starlab) has yet to 
reopen.

Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) in Rosman, 
North Carolina now offers Gallery (2-hour) and VIP (4-hour) tours of its facilities. Its AdventureDome (a 22-foot Starlab 
dome with a Digitalis Digitarium Zeta Pro projection system) offers 2-, 3-, and 4-hour visits for school groups. Public 
events include More Space, Spies, and Secrets and Orionids Meteor Shower Experience in October, Starry Night Story 
Time in November, and Geminids Meteor Shower Experience/Star of Bethlehem in December.

Mayland Community College in Burnsville, North Carolina reports, “At long last the beautiful sound of 
excavators can be heard at the site of the Glenn and Carol Arthur Planetarium at the Mayland Earth to Sky Park. [In 
early August], the footers were dug in preparation for the foundation. The geodesic dome, which will sit on top of stem 
walls, is ready to be installed, much like a puzzle piece, once the walls go vertical. Stay tuned for a time lapse video of the 
geodesic dome construction!”

Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta is still closed, and with the infection rates in Georgia going up they are 
unlikely to open before the new year. April Whitt has been creating short The Sky Tonight videos that are shared on 
Fernbank’s social media. They are still teaching virtually, and staying hopeful about vaccines. While the building is 
closed, the gardens outside are open for people to visit.

At the Sudekum Planetarium in Nashville, Tennessee, Destination Mars: The New Frontier opened in late-
November and Polaris The Space Submarine returned at the same time. Laser shows overall have been doing very well, 
almost all of them have “sold out” under their current capacity restrictions. On the topic of lasers, you may have caught 
Bill McClain’s post on Dome Dialogues about a new music rights company that has recently emerged, called Global 
Music Rights, or GMR. They don’t have a big catalog of artists compared to ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC, but they now 
represent a handful of notable laser show regulars. Be on the lookout and keep your best negotiator close at hand. 
Meanwhile, Bill has been hard at work creating great new laser show art, including a brand new show for the holidays. A 
couple of years ago, the staff worked with country artist Kacey Musgraves to put on a listening party for the release of her 
album Golden Hour, which won her Grammies for Album of the Year and Best Country Album. The planetarium had the 
rights to run the fulldome experience a few times a month for the span of two years. That span ended in October, so after 
having not run it for a while, a couple of last-minute shows were added to the schedule. Kacey Musgraves herself reposted 
about it on Instagram. Tickets sold out immediately. The staff added three more shows; they sold out too. The staff talked 
with Kacey Musgraves’ team and got the right to add five more shows in November. They sold out in an hour. The staff is 
also ‘dipping their little toe’ back into the world of live music in the dome. Ketch Secor of Old Crow Medicine Show 
performed two short kid-friendly shows in mid-November. He sang some train-related folk songs and read from a 
storybook about John Henry to help Adventure Science Center welcome back the model train layouts it sets up during 
every holiday season. Audiences are hungry for safe fun theater experiences, and for music. With all the online discussion 
the planetarium community had months ago about seat cleaning methods and what damage it might do to the fabric or the 
backing behind it, no mention was made of the one issue that they ended up facing — rust! “Your seat manufacturer may 
say that a bleach solution is A-OK, but first it corrodes the paint, then it corrodes the metal. So look elsewhere. They’ve 
patched things up and switched over to a quaternary ammonium solution which is also better because it doesn’t leave any 
residue to wipe off.”

The Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium in Williamsville, New York is welcoming students in person again, 
but limited to 14 seats due to distancing. Furthermore, the only students allowed in are those at the high school to which 
the facility is attached. Therefore, most of Mark Percy’s teaching has been online. Once the school year got underway, 
Mark has been as busy as ever teaching the kids about the sky. He even made some lemonade out of the giant lemons we 
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have all been served. Some of the Williamsville schools have not attended program in the past 
because of busing logistics, but that is not a concern with virtual lessons. Mark has been able to 
work with teachers and classes that have never participated in the past. Their public program 
schedule is all virtual as well. The overall number of classes has been reduced, but they are still 
offering monthly programs. September featured Tim Collins discussing the Starlink program. In 

October, Jackie Baughman led a class on night sky basics. Steve Dubois will be explaining how destructive astronomical 
events can lead to rebirth in a class entitled Cataclysm! The semester will finish up with Tim Collins explaining the 
upcoming planetary conjunction in December. One special feature for the younger crowd will be Jackie Baughman’s 
program about mythology in November.

As of writing this, the Morrison Planetarium at the California Academy of Sciences is still closed, with no re-
opening date yet. The team had hoped to be able to open up in December, and started planning for a mid-December re-
opening, but with sharply rising COVID-19 cases and San Francisco moving back to the “red tier” along with surrounding 
counties moving to the most restrictive “purple tier,” that plan has been delayed. While the dome is closed however, the 
presenter team is continuing their weekly live streams which can be found on their Facebook Page, as well as on 
OpenSpace YouTube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCHZpv-5zARkWibw1Z-g6ptQ when applicable. In addition to the 
weekly programs, they’ve been streaming for months, they have also started a weekly Big Astronomy live stream on 
Wednesday mornings, which streams to California Academy of Sciences (www.youtube.com/user/calacademy) and Big 
Astronomy YouTube pages (www.youtube.com/channel/UC1WqaovPNVmOA7zR7i8myTw). The Big Astronomy live 
stream includes a live intro and outro, as well as an astronomy update and Q&A after the fulldome show. Meanwhile in 
the Visualization Studio side of Morrison Planetarium, they are hard at work putting together the new fulldome show 
Living Worlds, which is on track to be released in February of 2021.
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DON’T MISS OUT

To be included in the spring issue’s State News 
column, please forward news from your facility to 
your state chair in the latter half of January.

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event 
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the 
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible 
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International 
News” column.

WHO DO I CONTACT?

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are 
not quite sure to whom you should direct that 
question, GLPA may have your answer.

The GLPA website has a page that provides a 
helpful way to determine who best could answer 
your question. To use it, please visit

https://glpa.org/contacts

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHZpv-5zARkWibw1Z-g6ptQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/calacademy
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1WqaovPNVmOA7zR7i8myTw
mailto:bart.benjamin@icloud.com
https://glpa.org/contacts
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“TRAIN THE TRAINER” WORKSHOPS BEGIN NEXT ISSUE
Jean Creighton, Director, UWM Manfred Olson Planetarium

During GLPA’s virtual Annual Business Meeting, several members brought up the issue of our role in 
explaining climate change. Look in the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter for a series of “train the 
trainer” workshops that will focus on the Sun and the sky. The title of the series is still to be determined, 
but the content will likely include solar power, space weather, and Earth climate.

SPECIAL THANKS!
Kris McCall, GLPA Development Chair

THANK YOU Cernan Earth and Space Center staff: Wayne Foster, Joyce Edwards-Robertson, and 
Darion Crawford for packing and shipping 117 SWAG boxes to the delegates registered for the 2020 
Virtual GLPA Conference in October.

EXTRA LARGE THANKS to Planetarium Technician Joe Schultz, who drove from post office to 
post office to collect enough boxes for shipping. This was because the boxes that Kris ordered weeks 
ahead were not delivered until after the shipment had already gone out.

AND A HUGE THANK YOU to all the sponsors and educational partners who supported the 
conference in challenging times with very short notice and provided copious amounts of goodies to 
go in the SWAG boxes. If we get to do SWAG boxes again, I hope we can really fill them up even 
more.

And last but not least, THANK YOU GLPA Conference Committee (Geoff Holt, Renae Kerrigan, 
Tom Dobes, and others) for picking up the slack and doing a great job when I had to abandon ship in 
mid-September to go care for my parents. That means a lot to me and my family.
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GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

October 10, 2020

Present: Waylena McCully (President), Geoff Holt (Past President/Conference Registrar), Dan Tell (President-Elect), 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht (Secretary), Steve Burkland (Treasurer), Mike Smail (International Planetarium Society 
Representative), Bart Benjamin (Publications Chair), Renae Kerrigan (Conference Planning Chair), Paulette Epstein 
(Membership Chair), Peggy Hernandez (Education Chair), Tom Dobes (Technology Chair).

Observing: Steve Crawford (Deputy Conference Planning Chair), Cheri Adams (Former Treasurer).

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:33 a.m. EDT on Saturday, October 10, 2020, Waylena McCully 
Presiding.

Approval of Minutes: Dan Tell moved to approve the minutes from the April 11, 2020 GLPA Executive Committee 
Meeting. Steve Burkland seconded. The motion carried.

Committee Reports

Treasurer Report (Steve Burkland and Cheri Adams):

Financial Report. Due to social distancing requirements in the COVID-19 health crisis, Cheri Adams and Steve 
Burkland have been unable to meet in person and transfer names on the accounts. Until the time they can satisfy these 
requirements, Cheri will work with Steve closely on some of the duties of Treasurer.

Cheri Adams reviewed the balances of GLPA’s accounts:

Cheri Adams noted that we are using the same accountant this year to file our federal taxes. Steve Burkland noted there 
will be some changes in accounts as a result of not holding an in-person conference this year. The Conference line will be 
moved to checking account line soon and any online store purchases would be in the PayPal line.

Cheri Adams adds that these numbers are only through September 30th to create a comparison to previous years. Between 
sponsorship and membership revenue, approximately $5,000 more will be reflected in the checking account after 
September 30th. Overall, we have seen fairly light expenses with the print costs for GLPA Newsletter and goody bags for 
the virtual conference being the largest expenses since spring.

Geoff Holt added that we filled all the available spots for sponsors for this year’s virtual conference.
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Steve Burkland commented that Cheri Adams’s name is still on GLPA accounts since they have been unable to meet in 
person to transition. Cheri has graciously agreed to help in the interim. Please continue including both of them in emails 
related to Treasurer.

Non-Financial Report. Cheri Adams reported that regular general liability was renewed but the directors and officers 
insurance policy for nonprofits needs to be renewed every three years and will fall this year. It will be $1,142 and includes 
cyber attack coverage. Steve Burkland asked if he could assist in applying for the policy and Cheri remarked it is simply 
filling out a form and some financial details. She will send information to Steve Burkland.

President’s Report (Waylena McCully): Waylena commended the committee’s ability to come together and quickly 
switch gears to a virtual conference. For the near future, Waylena wanted to focus on publicizing the new Executive 
Committee Inclusion & Outreach Officer in order to get good candidates in the next election cycle. Waylena also wanted 
to promote the GLPA grant opportunity more to the planetarium community remarking that so many planetarians have 
found creative ways to continue engaging during the pandemic and that the grant could help the community.

President-Elect’s Report (Dan Tell): Dan received approval from the Executive Committee to not form the scholarship 
committee since GLPA did not have an in-person conference this year. Dan’s next task will be to form the nomination 
committee, using attendance at this year’s virtual conference as a gauge on who is active and engaged and develop a good 
group from all the states.

Waylena McCully asked Dan if he would still be working with Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht on developing plans for the child 
care grant. Dan and Tiffany both agreed they would work together to develop the materials needed for the new child care 
grant initiative for next year’s conference.

Past President’s Report (Geoff Holt): Geoff encouraged committee members to check their sections in the Executive 
Committee Handbook and make notes on any needed changes. He remarked the importance of the document for smooth 
transitions within the committee. Geoff said he confirmed updates down through the Membership section and to tell him if 
any changes are made because he doesn’t receive notifications.

Geoff said our Historian, Garry Beckstrom, reported the unfortunate passing of former GLPA member Eileen Starr.

Geoff gave thanks to Janet Beckstrom in her continued support as he learns the new role of Registrar.

Secretary Report (Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht): Tiffany reviewed the committee’s online votes occurring after the spring 
Executive Committee meeting.

1. Bart Benjamin moved GLPA accept the Logo and Brand Guidelines document, as prepared by Emily 
Hromi. Mike Smail seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
2. Kris McCall moved GLPA offer to fund a Zoom account for Dome Dialogues. Steve Burkland 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
3. Dan Tell moved GLPA accept the revised bid for Kalamazoo to host a conference in November 2021. 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Tiffany asked about the status of the Zoom account for Dome Dialogues. Steve Burkland said he would follow up with 
Michael McConville. Mike Smail noted that Dome Dialogues is no longer holding regular eConferences. Geoff Holt 
noted GLPA could retroactively support the efforts as well.

Geoff asked if we had the Logo and Brand Guidelines document on the GLPA website somewhere. Tom Dobes 
recommended adding it to the Executive Committee Handbook. There was general agreement. Bart Benjamin said he 
would work on adding the document and images to the Handbook.

International Planetarium Society Representative Report (Mike Smail): Mike reported that IPS held a virtual 
conference this year and created a YouTube channel. IPS is also holding elections until December 2, 2020. GLPA 
member Michael McConville is running for President-Elect, and current GLPA IPS Representative Mike Smail is running 
for Treasurer.
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Mike also reported on the two bids to host the 2024 IPS Conference, both German facilities. The first is a joint bid 
between the planetarium in Jena, and the three planetaria in Berlin. The second bid is from the planetarium in Heilbronn. 
For the first time ever, full bid documents, and a promotional video are available for the full IPS member base to review at 
https://www.ips-planetarium.org/page/2024bids.

GLPA members can share site preferences, questions, or concerns with either GLPA’s IPS Affiliate Representative Mike 
Smail, or IPS North American Board Member Dayna Thompson.

Bart Benjamin asked Mike Smail when his last official duty with IPS will be. Mike said it was this past summer’s IPS 
council meeting. IPS transitioned from the old council to the new board and now GLPA is represented by North America 
Board Representatives Dayna Thompson and Michele Wistisen.

Mike is still an affiliate representative for GLPA and can still attend IPS public board meetings but voting rights have 
concluded already.

The Committee took a break from 12:10 p.m. EDT to 12:19 p.m. EDT.

Conference Planning Report (Renae Kerrigan): Renae thanked several people for their help in planning a virtual 
conference: Tom Dobes for working many late nights constructing the website, Geoff Holt for helping as Registrar and 
Past-President, April Whitt and Mark Reed who helped with papers and workshops, Steve Crawford who accepted the 
position of Deputy Conference Planner and was very helpful in the weeks leading up to the conference.

Renae asked the committee for questions related to the virtual conference. Waylena McCully asked if any of the sessions 
would open early for socializing. Tom Dobes said he was planning to open it up early to get tech set up. Renae said she 
would post on social media that the conference session will be open 30 minutes in advance for each conference day.

Geoff Holt commended Renae on her efforts not only as conference planner for this virtual conference but also as host 
and thanked her for all her hard work.

Renae remarked on how many were registered for the virtual conference. Geoff Holt provided the latest number of 129 
registered members and stated that registration was still open. Renae remarked that she will let membership know that 
they can still register.

Renae remarked on the conference planning guidelines and said she would meet with Steve Crawford sometime in the 
month after the conference to work out a plan to update and organize it making it easier for future hosts to read.

2021 Conference. Renae Kerrigan reported in June of 2020, we signed a contract with the Kalamazoo hotel for Nov 9-
Nov 12, 2021. The committee discussed decided it was worth the risk to sign. There was an addendum to the contract 
changing its cancellation policy in the new contract:

“Due to the difficulty of accurately determining the Hotel’s loss if Group, for any reason, and at any time, 
cancels the event and/or breaches this Agreement, this Agreement establishes a cancellation fee for which 
Group shall be liable as liquidated damages, and not as a penalty, which the parties agree is a reasonable 
estimate of Hotel’s foreseeable losses. To release Group from its obligations under this Agreement, 
Group shall provide Hotel written notice of cancellation accompanied by a certified or cashier’s check 
made payable to Hotel in the amount of Fifty-Four Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six Dollars 
($54,856.00). [Stated amount to equal 85% Total Room Revenue, plus 90% of Minimum Catering 
Revenue, plus 90% of Meeting Room Charges.]”

The Force Majeure clause is still in effect. If we have the similar restrictions on gatherings in Michigan in 2021, GLPA 
would not be responsible for the cancellation fee of $54,856. Conference host Mark Reed wanted the committee to 
consider reflecting on the situation in January 2021 before major planning for the November conference commences. The 
committee would need to make a decision about holding the 2021 conference in person before July, as that is when 
conference registration would likely open.

Steve Crawford noted that the Michigan supreme court ruled that the rules the governor’s put in place in response to the 
pandemic were unconstitutional, so restrictions are effectively no longer happening in the state. This may or may not 
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affect the force majeure clause. Geoff Holt said the President Group should meet with the conference planners and hosts 
in January and notify the local Michigan Health Department of GLPA’s conference plans.

Steve Burkland commented that it will be good for the committee in January to discuss holding the in person conference 
in Michigan but also whether our membership is in a position to travel for the conference. Geoff Holt said GLPA could 
look into a hybrid model where we offered a virtual option for a smaller fee. Renae said she has also been thinking about 
the hybrid model and that a subset of the committee should probably meet to further discuss the possibility of a hybrid 
model. Waylena McCully remarked that the hybrid model was a great idea and that many members may not feel 
comfortable traveling for the next few years, for either health or financial reasons.

Conference Length. As discussed in the Spring 2020 Executive Committee meeting, conference length will not change 
for 2021 so hosts Mark Reed and Steve Crawford can reuse as much of the 2020 conference schedule as possible. Renae 
asked if we were ready to start on Tuesday night and end early on Saturday for the 2022 conference. This was the 
direction the committee seemed to be leaning in the Spring meeting and from the membership survey results. The 
committee decided to make a decision on whether or not to extend the 2022 conference at a later date, possibly in January.

The idea of partial registration was discussed. Considerations on membership and sponsors were discussed.

Based on feedback from the Spring meeting, future conference surveys will ask people if they want to nominate GLPA 
members for major awards or for the Spitz lecture. Renae also said she will work with Tom Dobes to have a form for 
volunteering to lead a special interest group at future conferences.

Future Conferences. Renae Kerrigan reported that Mark Percy is still interested in hosting in Buffalo, New York in 
2022. He knows we will vote on this issue in the spring of 2021 and that the committee will need an updated proposal. 
Michigan Science Center has also expressed interest, but not yet sent a proposal. Paulette Epstein remarked that Michigan 
Science Center is no longer in a position to host in 2022.

The Bell Museum is interested in hosting in 2023. Renae said they are aware that there may be a National Planetarium 
Conference in 2023. If that manifests, she will ask Bell if they are interested in hosting in 2024. There are currently no 
potential hosts for 2024.

Dan Tell asked if we wanted to reach out to Grand Rapids for hosting on the decennial. The Grand Rapids Museum has 
hosted in 1965, 1995, 2005, and 2015. Renae said she would reach out to them.

The Committee took a break from 1:02 p.m. EDT – 1:11 p.m. EDT.

Membership Report (Paulette Epstein): Paulette reported GLPA member numbers were down this year compared to 
previous years but this was expected because we no longer require sponsors to be members. The member categories add 
up to more than the total because members can fall into more than one category. The largest region is “other” with 66 
members, same as last year. We have 20 new members. The number of student memberships have gone down, likely in 
part due to the canceled in-person conference.
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Geoff Holt asked if we have an automatic renewal notification noting that, particularly for this chaotic year, dedicated 
members may not remember to renew and could get disqualified for awards. Paulette said she would verify if one had 
been sent out and send a reminder if one had not already been sent.

Development Report (Waylena McCully as proxy for Kris McCall): Waylena McCully reported for Kris McCall who 
was unable to attend the meeting for family reasons and the committee wished her well. Waylena relayed Kris’ thanks to 
Geoff Holt for all of his help and to her team for getting the conference goody bags assembled and shipped in short order. 
All of the sponsor slots for virtual GLPA 2020 were sold, five Earths and 10 Moons, for total revenue of $5,000.

Renae Kerrigan noted that for future in person conferences, GLPA will be charging per item for sponsors to put in the 
conference bag. This will greatly simplify some complications for the Registrar.

Kris McCall also reported that she didn’t have time to develop a sponsor survey. Geoff Holt and Steve Crawford agreed to 
work on it.

Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht asked if this was the appropriate place to ask sponsors for feedback about partial registration for 
future GLPA conferences. There was general agreement.

Renae addressed Kris’ hopes that conference hosts and moderators would recognize sponsors, commenting that she has 
worked with Steve Crawford to create a slide deck and instructions for moderators to make sure this happens.

Geoff Holt commented that Tom Dobes put together a way for sponsors to promote themselves on the GLPA website with 
a link and asked if we could solicit sponsors for text as well. There was discussion on putting a paragraph field in sponsor 
registration form for this purpose in the future.

Publications Report (Bart Benjamin): Bart reported that the GLPA Newsletter continues to operate smoothly and Jackie 
Baughman and Emily Hromi continue to alternate production of its covers. The newsletter distribution continues to trend 
toward digital with 77% of members choosing digital and 23% selecting print. The GLPA Newsletter continues to attract 
advertisers and provide GLPA with a steady source of revenue with 9 contractual advertisers providing GLPA with annual 
revenue of $5,230.

Bart asked for a revised sponsor list for the winter newsletter.

Bart reported there will be two versions of the Conference Proceedings offered. Dale Smith will make the single pdf and 
Bart will create a modular version of the Proceedings for the GLPA website.

Bart also reported upward trends on all of GLPA’s social media channels this year: Facebook, Instagram, Slack, and 
Twitter.

Education Report (Peggy Hernandez): Peggy reported on the PWS Seminars. The PWS Seminars on the last Friday of 
every month. Alan Gould filled in empty months with a chapter of “Planetarians Educator Workshop Guide 2015” by 
Friedman, Lowery, Shaatz, Pulos & Sneider. Peggy asked if anyone has ideas for a speaker for the seminar to please let 
her know.
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Peggy also reported on the GLPA grant project initiative. There have been no applicants for 2 years with it being 
advertised both on the GLPA website and in the spring GLPA Newsletter. Peggy wished for the board to consider the 
language and process of the project to see if there were ways to increase the applicant pool, particularly the phrasing of 
paying staff for time for a project.

Dan Tell pointed out that in the past GLPA has used these funds to pay for outside contracting, music and voice talent, etc. 
Steve Burkland asked if there was a reason to exclude staff production. Dan responded that in the past, Executive 
Committee members were awarded this project and did not want to get paid for their time coming out of the fact that the 
GLPA Executive Committee is a volunteer group. Dan suggested the committee look into revising this as long as it is 
compliant with the IRS guidelines and are careful with anyone on the Executive Committee receiving funds. Cheri Adams 
noted that the IRS does not allow a 501c6 organization like GLPA to pay for a salary to a member.

Renae Kerrigan suggested the call for proposals was released with general ideas for proposals. Geoff Holt mentioned the 
Live From the Planetarium project that could be rebooted. There was general agreement that Live From the Planetarium 
has been a good resource to GLPA and would benefit from a reboot or addition to the project.

Peggy asked what resources would be needed for this project. Geoff questioned whether funds would even be necessary. 
The first Live From the Planetarium project only purchased hard drives and a camera that may not be necessary with 
today’s technology. Dan Tell mentioned the project may benefit from hiring a video editor.

Peggy suggested that she and Waylena McCully hold a paper presentation on the grant program at the next GLPA 
Conference.

Peggy reported on the NGSS Astronomy Literacy document. It is currently in a Google Sheet format and is difficult to 
read so Peggy is looking to reorganize using hyperdoc. This is still a work in progress.

Technology Report (Tom Dobes): Tom reported that GLPA is currently paying $65 a month for a Zoom account and 
asked if the committee wanted to continue paying or cancel the service for now.

Cheri Adams pointed out that there is a $500 budget line under Education for Zoom that is currently going unused. Peggy 
Hernandez commented that GLPA was looking at having a monthly education-based zoom meeting but this initiative took 
a backseat since PPA took over the monthly seminars.

Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht suggested GLPA not pay for the account when it is not in use but have a budget line item for 
purchasing Zoom for specific instances such as the annual conference. Steve Burkland asked if managing the Zoom 
account would need to go through a process or have a point of contact. Cheri suggested moving the Zoom budget from 
Education to Technology. There was general agreement that this should be done and that no vote was needed to simply 
move a budget line item.

Tom pointed out GLPA would need a different level of Zoom for a hybrid conference model and it would be more 
expensive.

Tom reported a small change in the way billing is done for web hosting. It does not at this point change the annual cost, 
but Tom will now be giving the invoice to Cheri and Steve Burkland rather than Barb.

Geoff Holt commented that Alan Gould, web person behind IPSc reached out to him specifically to comment on the 
amazing job done for GLPA’s registration process on the website. The committee gave kudos to Tom.

The Executive Committee took a photo.

Old Business. No old business.

New Business. Geoff Holt asked if the Executive Committee should get a date on the calendar for the spring meeting. 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht asked about scheduling for the January conference planning meeting and asked if the whole 
committee should be there. Renae Kerrigan suggested a subset of the committee should meet with conference hosts and 
bring any decisions to the larger group. Renae noted that she would email at a later date to schedule the January meeting.

The Committee decided on April 10th, 2021 for the spring meeting date.
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Paulette Epstein asked if the committee was planning that meeting for in person or online. Waylena McCully responded 
that the committee should plan for an online meeting.

Adjournment. Paulette Epstein moved to adjourn the meeting. Bart Benjamin seconded the motion. The motion 
carried. The meeting was adjourned at 2:32 p.m., October 10, 2020.

P L A N E TA R I U M  S O C I A L  M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page
www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael 
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein, 
Bart Benjamin

GLPA’s Twitter page
twitter.com/GLPAsocial
Administrator: Mike Smail

GLPA’s Instagram page
www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael 
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)
planetarians.slack.com

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike 
Smail, Steve Burkland

The Dome Dialogues
www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter, 
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell
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GLPA Annual Business Meeting
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

October 16, 2020

Present: Waylena McCully (President), Geoff Holt (Past President/Conference Registrar), Dan Tell (President-Elect), 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht (Secretary), Steve Burkland (Treasurer), Mike Smail (International Planetarium Society 
Representative), Bart Benjamin (Publications Chair), Renae Kerrigan (Conference Planning Chair), Paulette Epstein 
(Membership Chair), Peggy Hernandez (Education Chair), Tom Dobes (Technology Chair).

Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 2:12 p.m. EDT on Friday, October, 2020, Waylena McCully Presiding.

Committee Reports

Treasurer Financial Report (Steve Burkland): Steve reviewed the balances of the GLPA accounts:

GLPA’s financial status is very stable with revenue primarily coming from advertisers in the GLPA Newsletter and 
expenses for newsletter printing costs, conference expenses, and general liability insurance. Federal taxes were filed in 
August and everything is fine.

Steve asked if there were any questions. Dayna Thompson asked if there were any changes to the account balances and 
budget as a result of COVID-19. Steve responded that there were changes in the budget regarding the conference. Dan 
Tell noted that the GLPA Executive Committee had hopes in the spring that the conference would be in person and had 
budgeted extra funds for added support for the members to attend, such as more scholarships. Next year, GLPA is right 
now planning to hold an in-person conference and that GLPA may be responsible for some added fees if we don’t meet 
the minimum number of attendees so it is possible that GLPA may see a financial hit next year.

Waylena McCully noted that the pandemic did impact the transition of the Treasurer position and Cheri Adams has 
graciously continued to help. Waylena and Steve both thanked Cheri for her continued service and asked anyone 
contacting him about Treasurer duties to include Cheri in any emails as well.

President’s Report (Waylena McCully): Waylena reported on the Executive Committee fall meeting being held online 
rather than in person. The Executive Committee has moved the conference in Kalamazoo, originally planned for 2020, to 
2021.
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Waylena reviewed other projects in development for GLPA. The continuation and expansion of professional development 
opportunities such as our collaboration with the PPA on the webinar series, revising criteria for the GLPA projects 
initiative to encourage more participation, and investigating ways to encourage more Special Interest Groups (SIGs).

Waylena noted that we will be looking into ways to promote synchronous remote participation at the 2021 conference for 
those who won’t be able to make an in-person conference due to personal reasons or employment restrictions.

Waylena mentioned a new initiative that Dan Tell and Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht are working on to develop criteria for 
child care support grants that will support members attending conferences. Details were published in the Spring Executive 
Committee Meeting Minutes.

Looking into the next year, Waylena reported on the election cycle when GLPA will be electing new officers and state 
chairs including the new Inclusion and Outreach officer, as voted on at last year’s Annual Business Meeting. This will 
replace the retiring IPS Affiliate Representative position currently held by Mike Smail. Waylena encouraged membership 
to begin thinking about their interest in the new officer position as well as any of the officer and state chair positions.

Mike answered a question about the IPS affiliate representative transition, explaining that, as one example, the affiliate 
representative's responsibility of sharing regional updates for the IPS Journal has long been handled by GLPA's 
Publications Chair, Bart Benjamin. The majority of responsibilities as IPS affiliate rep will be taken over by the new 
Inclusion and Outreach Officer.

Dave Weinrich commented that IPS is still expecting representation through an affiliate rep and asked for clarification.

Mike responded that the IPS position on the future roles of affiliate reps has changed since the 2018 vote to create the 
Board and that GLPA will still work closely with the North American board members, to accomplish all previous and 
existing responsibilities. Those responsibilities will now be split between a couple of people in GLPA leadership rather 
than one person.

Waylena answered a question about when the 2021 conference format will be decided, saying that a subset of the 
Executive Committee and conference hosts will meet in January to check in and a final decision will hopefully be made in 
the Spring. Waylena also clarified GLPA’s financial responsibility to the conference hotel in Kalamazoo. GLPA will be 
responsible for a minimum number of hotel rooms unless an external authority said we could not meet.

Dan Tell added that when re-negotiating with the hotel, to keep the reservation, we signed a new contract with the 
cancellation policy removed. However, there is still a force majeure clause in the contract. So GLPA cannot cancel the 
hotel without incurring cost but if something like the pandemic makes holding the conference impossible, the force 
majeure clause should take effect.

President Elect’s Report (Dan Tell): Dan reported on the scholarship committee, which did not form this year because 
the in-person conference was canceled as well as developing the child care grants which did not happen this year for the 
same reason.

Dan mentioned the nominations committee that he will form for next year’s election cycle. Dan emphasized the joy of 
giving back to GLPA by serving in a leadership role and encouraged anyone considering a leadership role or wishing to 
be on the nominations committee to reach out to him. He commented on his desire to develop a broad slate of candidates 
for next year’s election cycle.

Past President’s Report (Geoff Holt): Geoff explained the GLPA Handbook that the Past President’s responsible for 
updating. It is about halfway updated now.

Geoff said our Historian, Garry Beckstrom, reported the unfortunate passing of former GLPA member Eileen Starr.

Garry encouraged members to read Eileen’s obituary set to publish after the conference as she played a big role in 
GLPA’s early days.

Geoff gave thanks to Janet Beckstrom in her continued support as he learns the new role of Registrar.



Minutes of the GLPA Annual Business Meeting  (cont.)

29

Secretary’s Report (Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht): Tiffany reported that the Executive Committee met twice in the spring 
and those minutes were published in the Summer GLPA Newsletter. The second spring meeting was to discuss the 
conference specifically and the only motion passed was to officially cancel the in-person component of the 2020 GLPA 
conference.

Tiffany noted that the meeting had not yet reached quorum so those minutes could not be voted on at this time.

Tiffany reviewed some of the online votes the Executive Committee considered over the year:

1. Dan Tell moved to modify the GLPA Code of Conduct to include “age” and read as follows: 
“We pledge to treat all people with respect and provide a harassment and bullying-free environment, 
regardless of sex, sexual orientation and/or gender identity, disability, physical appearance, body size, 
race, nationality, ethnicity, age and religion. In particular, sexual language and imagery, sexist, racist, or 
otherwise exclusionary jokes are not appropriate. We will treat those outside our community with the 
same respect as people within our community.” Waylena McCully seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.
2. Bart Benjamin moved GLPA accept the Logo and Brand Guidelines document, as prepared by Emily 
Hromi. Mike Smail seconded the motion. The motion carried.
3. Kris McCall moved GLPA offer to fund a Zoom account for Dome Dialogues. Steve Burkland 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
4. Dan Tell moved GLPA accept the revised bid for Kalamazoo to host a conference in November 2021. 
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Tiffany highlighted a few motions from the spring meeting, noting extra funding to support additional scholarships to the 
2020 conference before the in-person component was canceled and a motion to approve the child care grant support at 
future conferences. Tiffany encouraged all members to apply for the scholarship or child care support grants for next 
year’s conference.

Treasurer’s Non-financial Report (Steve Burkland): Steve reported GLPA’s general liability insurance was renewed 
this past August. Additionally, the directors and officers policy must be renewed every three years and this year was the 
year to renew. The process has been completed. Lastly, GLPA is incorporated in the state of Michigan and our status there 
has been renewed this past September. 

International Planetarium Society Representative Report (Mike Smail): Mike shared his report on IPS updates 
starting with IPS’s new logo and restructuring efforts. IPS has restructured the role of the affiliate reps and added 
continental board positions. In North America we have two board reps, GLPA member Dayna Thompson and Michele 
Wistisen. While they both work together, Dayna is representing GLPA, MAPS, and SEPA while Michele represents the 
four western regions and Canada.

Mike reported on the ways members can stay connected to IPS including its new Planetarian Network, an online social 
networking hub. Also, IPS’s newer YouTube channel features all of the presentations from its online conference held in 
the summer and IPS’s new monthly newsletter, IPS Communicator.

Mike reported on IPS officer elections with the polls open now until December 2, 2020. Mike encouraged IPS members to 
vote and provided links to candidate statements and videos.

Mike reviewed upcoming IPS conferences, noting that after the success of the IPS 2020 virtual conference IPS is 
considering a virtual conference in its off year in Summer 2021. The IPS 2022 conference is set in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
at Planetarium 1. It’s the world’s largest planetarium at 37 meters across, and is located inside a 150 year old gas storage 
facility. More details on the facility and conference will be published in the December issue of The Planetarian. The 
registration fee will be around $350 with a number of reasonably priced hotels near the facility.

Mike also reported on the two bids to host the 2024 IPS Conference, both from German facilities. The first is a joint bid 
between the planetarium in Jena, and the three planetaria in Berlin with registration at $425 and hotels between $78 and 
$193 a night. The second bid is from the planetarium in Heilbronn with registration between $410-455 and hotels about 
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$90/night. For the first time, full bid documents, and a promotional video are available for the full IPS member base to 
review on their website.

Mike encouraged GLPA members to share site preferences, questions, or concerns with either him or IPS North American 
Board Member Dayna Thompson. He also encouraged everyone to register their facility in IPS’s Public Directory on their 
website.

The planetarium’s centennial will begin in about 3 years. The centennial will be a global celebration that runs from 2023 
to 2025. Mike noted that both IPS 2024 conference bids are in Germany, the birthplace of the planetarium and there is an 
IPS working group organizing this global celebration. A website and logo for the centennial of the planetarium has 
already been launched and can be found at planetarium100.org. The Centennial working group has started a crowdfunding 
campaign to turn a 3-minute flat screen trailer into fulldome.

Quorum was reached at 2:49 p.m. EDT. Waylena McCully pointed out that the meeting had reached a quorum.

Dan Tell moved to dispense with the reading of the meeting minutes and approve the minutes from the 2019 
business meeting. Steve Burkland seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Conference Planning Report (Renae Kerrigan): Waylena McCully commended Renae Kerrigan on her efforts as 
conference planner and now host to the virtual conference.

Renae thanked Waylena and everyone who attended the virtual conference and made it a success. Renae thanked others 
for their help in planning a virtual conference. Tom Dobes for working many late nights constructing the website, Geoff 
Holt for helping as Registrar and Past-President, April Whitt and Mark Reed who helped with papers and workshops, 
Steve Crawford who accepted the position of Deputy Conference Planner and was very helpful in the weeks leading up to 
the conference, Jackie Baughman for designing the logo on the mask all conference registrants received, Emily Hromi for 
designing the sponsor slides for the virtual conference, Anna Green for serving as conference photographer from 
Germany. Renae also thanked all of the moderators and everyone else who made the virtual conference possible.

Renae asked state chairs to provide the date and locations of their next state meetings.

Ohio: Dale Smith hoped to meet in person this year at last year’s scheduled location. Suzie Dills at the 
Hoover Price Planetarium in Canton has agreed to host this year. Date TBD.

Indiana: Chuck Bueter spoke for state chair Melinda O’Malley, reporting that the next meeting remained 
undecided. There was discussion of holding the meeting in Evansville with a few other states. Date and 
location TBD.

Wisconsin/Minnesota: Jean Creighton reported that it was decided to postpone making the decision of 
whether to meet in person or virtual. If the meeting was held in person it would likely be at the Adler but 
location and date TBD.

Illinois: Thomas Willmitch reported that Illinois will hold its state meeting virtually on May 1st. Waylena 
McCully will be hosting or moderating the meeting.

Michigan: Paulette Epstein reported Michigan will hold its meeting virtual with date TBD.

Beyond the Lakes: Mary Holt reported that Beyond the Lakes hold their meetings quarterly, always 
online. Date TBD.

Speaking about the 2021 conference, Renae said that around the time the call for workshops will be sent out there will 
also be a call for Special Interest Groups (SIGs). She encouraged anyone who is interested in hosting a SIG to propose 
that at that time.

Renae asked Mark Reed if he wanted to share details on the 2021 Kalamazoo conference. Mark asked Steve Crawford to 
share some photos. Mark said that he worked with the conference hotel to secure 2021 dates for November 9th - 15th.  
Mark remarked positively that, in spite of all the unknowns still to face, the 2021 conference was successfully rescheduled 

http://www.planetarium100.org
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in the same location as the original 2020 conference.

Steve Crawford showed the membership photos of the conference locations. Mark added details on conference cost with 
registration around $260, meal plans around $140, and single rooms at the conference hotel at $137/night. Food costs have 
yet to be renegotiated so cost may change some.

Renae reminded the membership to complete the conference survey, emphasizing their importance in making decisions 
for the future of the organization.

Development Report (Waylena McCully as proxy for Kris McCall): Waylena McCully reported for Kris McCall who 
was unable to attend the meeting for family reasons. Waylena wished her well.

Waylena thanked the sponsors for making our virtual conference possible. All of the sponsor slots for virtual GLPA 2020 
were sold, five Earths and 10 Moons, for total revenue of $5,000.

Waylena relayed Kris’s extra special recognition to the staff of the Cernan Earth and Space Center: Wayne Foster, Joe 
Schultz, Darien Crawford, and Joyce Edwards-Robertson for their Herculean effort to deliver 117 swag boxes to the post 
office and Joe Schultz for dashing around Western Cook County to procure enough boxes.

Waylena praised the goody boxes sent to all conference registrants noting that it was Kris’ idea and the boxes were fun 
and brought us together during the conference.

Education Report (Peggy Hernandez): Peggy reported on the PWS Seminars. The PWS Seminars on the last Friday of 
every month. Alan Gould filled in empty months with a chapter of “Planetarians Educator Workshop Guide 2015” by 
Friedman, Lowery, Shaatz, Pulos & Sneider. Peggy encouraged anyone who wants to be a speaker or has ideas for a 
speaker for the seminar to please let her know.

Peggy updated membership on the GLPA grant project initiative. Peggy will work on the description of the grant project 
on the GLPA website in an effort to make it more clear what the funds are eligible for. Information on the GLPA grant 
project is located under the “Get Involved” section of the website.

Peggy has also worked on the NGSS Astronomy Literacy document and has ideas on how to make it more readable for 
members. The project is still a work in progress.

The Education Committee has also been working on a project to host monthly informal meet ups for members online. The 
purpose would be to continue professional development throughout the year in an informal, discussion-oriented manner.

Peggy also mentioned a possible sequel to the “Live at the Planetarium” video.

Membership Report (Paulette Epstein): Paulette reported GLPA member numbers were down this year compared to 
previous years but this was expected because we no longer require sponsors to be members. The member categories add 
up to more than the total because members can fall into more than one category. The largest region is “Other” with 66 
members, same as last year. We have 20 new members. The number of student memberships have gone down, likely in 
part due to the canceled in-person conference.



Minutes of the GLPA Annual Business Meeting  (cont.)

32



Minutes of the GLPA Annual Business Meeting  (cont.)

33



http://www.digitaliseducation.com


Minutes of the GLPA Annual Business Meeting  (cont.)

35

Publications Report (Bart Benjamin): Bart reported that the GLPA Newsletter continues to operate smoothly with Jackie 
Baughman and Emily Hromi alternating production of its covers. Bart thanked Jackie and Emily for lending their artistic 
talents to GLPA giving us beautiful covers for the newsletter. Bart also thanked the advertisers for continuing their support 
to the GLPA Newsletter throughout the pandemic and reported a revenue of $5,230 from advertisers.

The newsletter distribution continues to trend toward digital with 77% of members choosing digital and 23% selecting 
print. Bart reported there will be two versions of the Conference Proceedings offered. Dale Smith will make the single pdf 
and Bart create a modular version of the Proceedings for the GLPA website. Bart encouraged members to get all of their 
papers to Dale as soon as possible so that the Proceedings can be published in a timely manner.

Bart also reported upward trends on all of GLPA’s social media channels this year: Facebook, Instagram, Slack, and 
Twitter.

Dale Smith asked Bart how many publications he has edited. Bart responded, 131 issues of the newsletter.

Technology Report (Tom Dobes): Tom thanked Renae Kerrigan for all of her hard work in effectively hosting the virtual 
conference, Steve Crawford for gathering all of the poster videos, and Geoff Holt for leading the registrar efforts. Tom 
reminded everyone that the conference attendees list is live on the website. Tom said for next year’s conference there will 
also be a field for attendees to include what companies and technologies they house in their domes to enrich networking at 
the conference.

Tom thanked John Foerch for hosting the Technology SIG at the conference and reminded members of the extended 
Technology SIG discussion scheduled for the Monday following the conference.

Old Business: No old business

New Business: Dan Tell mentioned Page Else brought up in a session at the conference that neither GLPA nor IPS have 
official statements on climate change. Dan questioned whether there would be interest from membership in developing a 
statement.

Jean Creighton commented that a great project for Education’s grant project would be a proposal to get experts to talk 
about climate change as professional development for the membership with a focus on how to communicate the facts and 
what people can do to affect change. Jean volunteered to lead this effort.

Dayna Thompson shared a link to membership to NASA’s website which lists climate change statements from a number 
of organizations and noted that GLPA could look at these as a starting point and put something into place soon.

Page asked Michael McConville about the 24 Hours of Reality slide show and notes through the Dome Dialogues 
eConferences and whether those were available. Michael responded that they were unable to post those slides because 
they were copyrighted by the Climate Reality project. For those interested, they could contact Jim Sweitzer.
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Page asked Jean if she thought the grant was necessary to write or if there were already existing resources GLPA could tap 
into. Dan said that GLPA could absolutely get an invited speaker on climate change through the GLPA Conference budget.

Susan Button pointed out that Jean’s idea is more comprehensive than an invited speaker and the grant proposal for a 
project is still a good idea.

Jean noted that a project could provide an honorarium to a speaker.

Renae Kerrigan noted that GLPA’s invited speakers do receive an honorarium and that she would keep this discussion in 
mind for future conferences. Renae clarified her thoughts that these were two distinct projects, one being an invited 
speaker and the other a professional development opportunity for members outside of a scheduled GLPA conference. 
Renae expressed her interest in the professional development project and opinion that it could be a benefit to all members.

Shawn Laatsch noted that Maine’s Climate Change Institute has put in an NSF grant proposal and part of the project is to 
provide professional development opportunities for planetarians on climate change.

Paulette Epstein noted to Peggy Hernandez that one or more of these project ideas could help launch GLPA Education’s 
PLC informal meet ups.

Adjournment: Paulette Epstein moved to adjourn. Anna Green seconded the motion. The motion passed. The 
meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m. EDT.

https://glpagear.qbstores.com


GLPA AWARDS

On Friday, October 16th, during its 2020 Virtual Conference, the Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association bestowed the following awards:

Fellows:
Joe Childers
John Foerch

Tiffany Stone-Wolbrecht
Steven Sumichrast

Brian Wolff

Honorary Life Members:
Sue Batson

Buck Batson
Dave Leake

Congratulations to all the GLPA award winners! If you would like to nominate someone for 
GLPA Fellow, Honorary Life Member, Service Award, Mentor Award, or Galileo Award, please 
visit glpa.org/awards to read the award guidelines and download the PDF nomination forms.

CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS

GLPA CONFERENCE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS
Although GLPA was not able to host an in-person conference in 2020, there are conference photos. 
Conference Photographer Anna Green captured screen shots of the virtual conference sessions, and also 
composed the 2020 Virtual Conference Group Photo from the multiple Zoom screens that she captured 
during that portion of the virtual conference.

Because some of the virtual conference would take place in the middle of the night for Anna in 
Germany, Bart Benjamin was recruited to also grab screen shots of the virtual conference.

1. All of these 2020 Virtual Conference photos have been posted to GLPA’s Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/glpasocial. Anyone can view these photos, even if they don’t have a Facebook 
account. Those who do have a Facebook account and follow the GLPA Facebook Page can also add their 
likes, comments, and tags to individual photos.

2. All of these 2020 Virtual Conference photos have also been posted to GLPA’s Conference Photos 
Webpage at glpa.org/history-conferencephotos. Two Zip files containing all conference photos can be 
downloaded by anyone with a user account.

3. Anna’s Virtual Conference Group Photo can be downloaded from the 2020 group photo webpage at 
glpa.org/groupphoto2020.

4. Video LiveStreams of the 2020 Virtual Conference have been posted by Conference Videographer 
Tom Dobes to GLPA’s YouTube Channel, which can be found at bit.ly/2KLaiSX.
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Between December 1st and 21st, Jupiter and Saturn will close from 2.2o to 0.1o (6 arc-minutes) in the early evening sky. With a 
binocular orientation (horizon down, NE up), this image shows the telescopic view on the evening of December 21st, when the 
two largest planets will fit within the 12′ field of a telescope’s medium-power eyepiece. This particular image is for 5:30 p.m. CST 
(23:30 UTC), but their appearance at the same local time in adjacent time zones will be similar. Jupiter will be 11o above the 
horizon and the Sun will be 11o below the horizon. To more closely match the true appearance of Saturn, its fainter moons were 
eliminated and Rhea and Dione were masked to better reflect their actual brightnesses. On that evening, Jupiter’s moons will be 
arrayed (L-R): Callisto, Io, Ganymede, and Europa. Rendered with SkySafari and assembled with Photoshop Elements. BB



2020 GLPA VIRTUAL CONFERENCE GROUP PHOTOGRAPH
by Anna Green

NOTE: Anna Green’s full-size group photo can be downloaded at https://glpa.org/groupphoto2020. More information about conference 
photos and videos can be found on page 37 of this newsletter.

An imaginary space traveler hovering above Saturn at 23:30 UTC on December 21st would see a mirror-image of the 
event we Earthlings see. This close conjunction of Jupiter and Earth would pose a challenge, since the two planets will 
appear less than 3 degrees from the Sun. However, banded Jupiter and blue Earth (with its lone moon) would be a 
striking sight, similarly separated by only 7′ 35″. Rendered with Starry Night Enthusiast software. BB

Postcard 
from Saturn

https://glpa.org/groupphoto2020
https://glpa.org/groupphoto2020
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Born from the work of GLPA’s Dr. Shannon Schmoll and the IPS Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 
the first IPS Planetarian Culture & Climate Survey has now been released. The results of this survey will serve 
to establish a baseline of both the demographics of and people’s experiences with the IPS community. The 
survey should take about 20 minutes, and is available here: msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_78Vk9PDBQ5fUua1.

The evaluation arm of the Big Astronomy: People, Places, Discoveries project has released an 
interesting look on the current state of planetaria during the COVID-19 pandemic. This report is available here: 
www.bigastronomy.org/download/poster-research-project-current-state-of-planetariums-during-the-covid-19-
pandemic/.

There are two bids to host the 2024 IPS Conference, both from German facilities. The first is a joint bid 
between the planetarium in Jena, and the three planetaria in Berlin. The second bid is from the planetarium in 
Heilbronn. For the first time ever, full bid documents and a promotional video are available for the full IPS 
member base to review at www.ips-planetarium.org/page/2024bids. You can share your site preferences, 
questions, or concerns with either GLPA’s IPS Affiliate Representative Mike Smail or IPS North American 
Board Member Dayna Thomspson.

IPS continues to build out their YouTube presence. Sessions from August’s Virtual Conference, and the 
September History of Planetaria webinar are now uploaded to this channel. View for yourself at 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCDoruS0ADL1hoRozRpzKx8g/videos.

IPS has announced a partnership with SLOOH that will allow IPS members to access SLOOH’s network 
of telescopes and deliver that content to their audiences at a very low cost. For full details on the partnership, 
please visit: www.ips-planetarium.org/news/508195/Slooh-and-the-International-Planetarium-Society-Partner-
to-Offer-Online-Space-Exploration.htm.

IPS continues to develop ‘The Planetarian Network,’ a new social networking site designed to help 
connect the world’s planetarians, both IPS members, and nonmembers. You can preview the site or join up at 
ipshub.mn.co/.

Planetarium 1 in St. Petersburg, Russia will host the IPS2022 conference. St. Petersburg is the cultural 
capital of Russia, and touts the Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the Mariinsky Ballet, and the world’s 
largest planetarium, a 37-meter dome inside a 150 year-old gas storage facility. The conference dates have 
shifted; it will now take place June 22-27, 2022. $350 is the planned registration fee, and there are 10 preferred 
conference hotels in the vicinity that range from $50-100/night. You can view the slide deck presented by the 
conference hosts at the IPS 2020 Virtual Conference at: bit.ly/IPS2022deck.

by IPS Representative
Mike Smail

msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

UPDATE
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VOLUME 15, NUMBER 4
(12 pages in length)

GLPA’s 51st newsletter and the fourth issue of 1980 contained the 
following articles and columns:

WINTER SOLSTICE, 1980

★  The abridged minutes of the fall conference’s general business meeting were published in the newsletter. GLPA’s 
President Lee Shapiro led the meeting. GLPA elected Doris Forror as its IPS Representative, replacing Dr. Lloyd Bodie 
who had recently resigned from that position. A plan to recognize retirees who have served GLPA with distinction was 
discussed and it was decided that the Executive Committee would bestow Life Memberships to those individuals who are 
nominated and approved. The first group of honorees were named — Martha Schaefer, Duane Stanley, Art Lusty, Newton 
Sprague, Maxine Haarstick, Ken Perkins, and Dorothy Angeloff. [Ed.: Forty years later, GLPA now has 48 Honorary Life 
Members].

★ To address the development and advancement of microcomputers, GLPA printed a Microcomputer Interest Group 
Survey, which members were urged to complete and return to Dave Batch at the Abrams Planetarium. At the recent fall 
conference, GLPA’s Education Committee discussed the value of microcomputers for educational purposes. Positive 
reaction from the membership prompted the development of this survey. Members did not need to own a microcomputer 
to complete the survey, so that “anyone with the slightest curiosity in the topic will feel welcome.” The survey asked 
questions about the computer hardware that the user had access to, whether they were fluent in BASIC or other computer 
languages, which specific capabilities offered by microcomputers the user was interested in, and what they would like to 
see the interest group do. [Ed.: The era of the personal computer had begun only three years earlier in 1977. The Apple II 
personal computer had been introduced in 1977, and its second model, the Apple II Plus, debuted in mid-1979. Tandy 
Corporation (Radio Shack) introduced its TRS-80 in 1977, and was the best-selling PC line until 1982. Commodore had 
introduced its PET home computer in 1977 and the VIC-20 in 1980. The IBM PC wouldn’t arrive until August of 1981. 
The first bulletin board systems — precursors to the Internet — rolled out in the late-1970s and early 1980s].

★ Jeanne Bishop prepared an article titled “Toys and Other Miscellaneous Items Useful in a Planetarium Curriculum,” in 
which she described 17 toys and other items not normally considered educational in nature but could certainly be used as 
instructional aids in the planetarium. Bishop noted that Part 2 of her article would appear in the next issue of the 
newsletter.
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VOLUME 35, NUMBER 4 WINTER SOLSTICE, 2000
(44 pages in length)

GLPA’s 130th newsletter and the fourth issue of 2000 contained 
the following articles and columns:

★  In her President’s Message, Jeanne Bishop gave high praise to the Adler Planetarium and its staff for hosting the 2000 
GLPA Conference. Roy Kaelin served as Conference Host and Paul Knappenberger was Adler’s Director.

★ From Illinois’ State News: “On October 23rd [2000], the ISU Physics Department hired a full-time planetarium staff 
member in the person of Mr. Thomas Willmitch. Tom comes to ISU from the Science Museum of West Virginia at 
Bluefield where he has been serving as Director. Mr. Willmitch brings excellent knowledge and some 20 years experience 
to the position. . . In addition to his experience at the Science Museum of West Virginia, Tom worked at the Governor 
Aker Observatory at Safford, Arizona, the Talcott Mountain Science Center in Avon, Connecticut, the Arlington 
(Virginia) Public Schools Planetarium, and the Ward Beecher Planetarium in Youngstown, Ohio.” [Ed.: Happy 20th 
Anniversary at the ISU Planetarium, Tom!]

★ From Indiana’s State News: “The PHM Planetarium, Air & Space Museum in Mishawaka [Indiana] has added an air 
museum to its space museum. The Air Museum features 30 scale models of aircraft from the Wright flyer to the X33. The 
models are contained in one large lighted display case titled ‘History of Flight in the 20th Century.’ Also included are the 
autographs of Orville Wright, Lindbergh, Earhart, Doolitle, Rickenbacker, Yeager, Neil Armstrong (when he was an X-15 
pilot), Crossfield, Rushworth, [Wiley] Post and others. . . In March, the PHM Planetarium will pass the one-half million 
mark in attendance — not bad since the planetarium has only been in operation since 1981 and only seats 83.” [Ed.: Now 
directed by GLPA’s Indiana State Chair Melinda O’Malley, the P-H-M DVT & Planetarium PHM Planetarium remains an 
outstanding educational resource to P-H-M schools and the greater St. Joseph County community. According to Art 
Klinger’s “History of Our Facility,” the P-H-M Planetarium presented its first set of shows titled Star Over Bethlehem on 
December 13, 1980, which is 40 years ago this month! Happy Anniversary!! Art also noted that the planetarium was 
officially dedicated by Apollo 15 Lunar Module Pilot Jim Irwin, who was the eighth man to walk on the Moon, on 
February 28, 1981].
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Visit the GLPA Newsletter Archive at
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive

★ This issue provided readers with a two-page Teacher Survey Form, prepared 
by Past-President Dan Francetic. It was produced as an extension of TIPS #16, 
Hints for Keeping Your Planetarium Open, which had been written in 1994 and 
would later be revised in 2002. [Ed.: Still relevant today, this survey — or an 
adaptation of this survey — would still provide a planetarian with a means to 
gather important data to quantify the value of the planetarium and its educational 
impact on visiting schools and groups].
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
acknowledges the following companies and 
organizations for their generous support in 
Fiscal Year 2020 - 2021:

Earth Sponsors
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc. astro-tec.com

Digitalis Education Solutions www.digitaliseducation.com

Evans & Sutherland www.es.com

Seiler Instrument planetarium.seilerinst.com  
Earth and 2x Moon Sponsor

Spitz, Inc. www.spitzinc.com

Moon Sponsors
Adler Planetarium www.adlerplanetarium.org/

American Museum of Natural History www.amnh.org/fulldome

Ash Enterprises www.ash-enterprises.com

ChromaCove www.chromacove.com

GOTO INC www.goto.co.jp/english
2x Moon Sponsor

Laser Fantasy laserfantasy.com

Sudekum Planetarium www.adventuresci.org/sudekum
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