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exclusive approach of the 1960's, might well
result in more scientists and a greater level of
public science literacy.
Planetariums, with their unique
combination of science and theater, are very
well suited to a system of science education
for everyone. A properly used planetarium
can not only teach science at any level; it can
stimulate interest in science and deepen a
sense of wonder about the universe.
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The issue of science literacy in America
has been a hot topic in the news lately.
.
According to periodic surveys conducted
for the National Science foundation by the
Public Opinion Laboratory of Northern
illinois University, the proportion of
American adults who are truly scientifically
literate is now only 5%, down from 7% in
1979. Most planetarium educators would, I
fear, agree with that assessment.
One analysis I've read about the problem
traces it back to our nation's response to
Sputnik in 1957. Then, as now, the science
education system received serious criticism
and was challenged to produce more and
better scientists and engineers to help the U.S.
compete technologically with other nations.
Federal, state and local funding of science
education increased, and science curricula
were strengthened. Many planetariums were
built during this period.
The problem with the post-Sputnik
science education approach, according to
some educators, was that it was designed for
only the best and brightest, and not for
average people. Most students got the
message that science and mathematics were
too tough for them. The result was a
polarization in science literacy -- the few who
took up the challenge and pursued a career in
science and engineering, and the many who
declined the challenge and turned to other
pursuits.
In 1989, perhaps our response should be
to broaden our science education offerings
and thereby broaden our base of talent and
interest. This inclusive approach, unlike the
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Bart Benjamin
Happy Equinox! With winter on a fast
retreat, we can look forward to the traditional
signs of spring -- the celebration of Easter ...
flowers in the garden . . . birds in the sky . . .
and GLPA state meetings.
As a reminder, I've listed the upcoming
state meetings on page 6. Please contact the
host planetarium director for more
infonnation. State meetings are an important
resource for all of us -- a place to learn new
techniques and coordinate activities with
nearby planetariums. Make a point to attend
your state meeting, and feel free to attend
other state meetings if you can.
Also, don't forget that the GLPA
Executive Committee meeting will take place
in Champaign, illinois on Saturday, April 8th,
beginning at 9 a.m. For details, contact Dave
Linton at the Staerkel Planetarium, (217)
351-2687.
As the days grow longer, be thinking of
any contributions you'd like to make to the
summer GLPA Newsletter. Have you seen
any new planetarium shows, or used a new
computer program, or read any good
instructional books? Please write me a short
review and I'll pass your news on to the
membership.
But don't delay. MONDAY, MAY 15TH
is the deadline for our summer issue.
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STATE

NEWS

ILLINOIS

The Lakeview Museum Planetarium will
be runningDeath of the Dinosaurs, The Little
Star that Could, and Cosmic Climate
Connection this spring. Complementing this
last show, Dr. Jonathan Reyman, professor of
anthropology at illinois State University, will
speak on Friday, April 14th about passive
solar design used in the pueblos at Chaco
Canyon.
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Chairman:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Space Center
River Grove.

The Adler Planetarium will be showing
Monsters in the Sky and the children's show
Sky Eye through April. After that, Milky
Way: Island of Mystery and the children's
shown Wonderful Robot will premiere. On
April 22nd, Adler will sponsor "Member's
Moonlight Madness," a series of lectures,
games and activities for its members.

The William Staerkel Planetarium
premieres Seven Wonders of the Universe on
March 2nd, followed by Great Barrier Reef
on April 6th and We Came in Peace in early
June. Their monthly astronomy lecture series
has been very successful.

INDIANA

The Cernan Earth and Space Center of
Triton College premieres Nature Fury, a new
planetarium show about severe weather.
Narrated by WGN-TV anchor Rick
Rosenthal, Nature's Fury focuses on the
causes and consequences of earth's unique
weather with video footage, photographs, and
special effects. In April, Rising in the Light,
a new laser show featuring the music of U2,
and Dinosaurs in Space, a new children's
show, will both premiere. On June 17th, the
Ceman Center celebrates its 5-year
anniversary with an all day Open House,
offering free shows, guest speakers, exhibits,
telescope viewing, and more.

Chairperson:

D

Joanna Gordon
Washington Township PLM
Indianapolis.

Progress is being made in the construction
of the Space Quest Planetarium at the
Children's Museum in Indianapolis. The
dome is expected to be completed in
late-March, and the planetarium is now
expected to open in early to mid-fall. A
major space exploration exhibit is scheduled
to open about the same time.
Sharon Parker, director of the Space
Quest planetarium, wishes to announce the
following staff appointments:

The Museum of Science and Industry's
Henry Crown Space Center is playing the
Omnimax film The Dream is Alive through
May 4th. On the following day, a film about
the human body and its capabilities
premieres, entitled To the Limit. This f11m is
the first product of the Museum Film
Network, a consortium of 13 museums.
The Crown Center is also upgrading its
lobby exhibits, including the installation of
Apollo astronaut mannequins onto its
full-sized Lunar Module Exhibit.

Wayne Blankenbeckler, Producer, formerly
from the Orlando Science Center in Florida.
Daniel Hawkins, Artist/Photographer, from
the Indiana Department of Education.
Gregory Barnes, Technician and Digistar
Systems Manager.
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STATE NEWS (cont.)
OHIO
The Koch Planetarium at the Evansville
Museum of Arts and Sciences recently
received an anonymous gift which allows for
the purchase of new planetarium seating.
Director Mitch Luman reports that the new
seats are to be installed prior to the
planetarium's 30th anniversary this spring.

MIcmGAN

Chairman:

Chairman:

Dale Smith
Bowling Green State Univers.
Bowling Green.

The Battelle Planetarium in Columbus ran
the Loch Ness production Light Years from
Andromeda in January and February. It is
currently running a program about black
holes called Whirlpools of Darkness. In
spring, they also will run a camp-in program
in which school groups spend Friday
evenings and most of Saturday in a series of
museum activities and programs.
. The Ward Beechler Planetarium in
Youngstown is currently running an in-house
program entitled Space/Time/Infinity, which
discusses the Big Bang and the evolution of
the Universe.
The Bowling Green Planetarium is
running I Paint the Sky, an in-house program
about colors in the sky, such as rainbows,
sunsets, auroras, and mirages.

~
U

Garry Beckstrom
Longway Planetarium
Flint.

Garry Beckstrom has left Ann Arbor to
accept a position as staff lecturer and
production assistant at the Robert Longway
Planetarium in Flint. Garry will remain as
GLPA state chairman, and can be reached at
his new address: Robert T. Longway
Planetarium, 1310 E. Kearsley Street, Flint,
MI 48503.
In a related news item, Matt Linke has
accepted Garry Beckstrom's former position
as planetarium coordinator for the Ruthven
Planetarium at Ann Arbor. Matt was
formerly the director of the Jesse Besser
Museum in Alpena, and he is currently
enrolled in the graduate program at Eastern
Michigan University.
Congratulations to both Garry and Matt!

WISCONSIN

Chairman:

Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
Waukesha..

Dr. Randy Olson will host the spring state
meeting in Stevens Point. If weather permits,
the meeting will include an observing session
with the school's 16-inch Celestron.
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
compiled by Bart Benjamin
STATE MEETINGS
Illinois

April 15
Clifford Jensen
Morton College
Cicero

Indiana

April 22
Joanna Gordon
Washington Township PLM
Indianapolis

1987 Merrillville conference will soon be
receiving their transcribed presentations for
review.
The quick turnaround time for the 1988
Proceedings ushers in an improved way of
producing our annual GLPA Conference
Proceedings. Future issues of the
Proceedings should be distributed less than
six months after our annual conference.
1988 PROCEEDINGS
by Dale Smith
Thanks to all the paper presenters at the
1988 Conference. Your cooperation really
helped to expedite the preparation of the
Proceedings. Sixteen out of twenty
presenters took advantage of the option to
turn in a typed text of their talk in return for a
$10 credit on registration.
I encourage all future paper presenters to
use this option also. You will speed up the
Proceedings, save money, and save yourself
the hassle of editing the transcript of your talk
into what you meant to sayI In most cases, it
.takes less time to write it out ahead of time
than to edit it afterwards, especially when
edits often tum into complete rewrites.
Let's follow the trend set in '88.

Michigan AprillS
Gary Tomlinson
Grand Haven/Grand Rapids
Ohio

April 29
Walt Mitchell
Ohio State University/COSI
Columbus

Wisconsin April 14 & 15
Randy Olson
Univ. of Wisconsin
Stevens Point

PROCEEDINGS UPDATE
Question: Whatever happened to the
GLPA Proceedings?
Answer: the 1988 Proceedings from
Bowling Green are now at the printers, and
the 1986 and 1987 Proceedings are now
within a couple of months of completion.
Dave Hoffman recently completed the
extremely difficult job of transcribing both
the 1986 and .1987 Proceedings. However,
Dave has resigned his further participation in
the project, so I (Bart Benjamin) have now
become the editor of the 1986 and 1987
Proceedings.
The 1986 Cleveland Proceedings are
ready for my final editing, followed by their
typesetting and printing. Speakers at the

IPS COUNCIL MEETING
The International Planetarium Society
Council meeting will be held this summer. If
you know of any issues that you think the
I.P.S. should discuss, please contact Sheldon
Schafer before May 1st.
1989 GLPA CONFERENCE DATES
Dave Linton, host of the upcoming
GLPA Conference in Champaign, Illinois,
reports that the conference dates will be
October 18-21, 1989. The conference hotel
will be the Holiday Inn, with a Holidome and
indoor swimming pool, priced at a flat rate of
$44 per room.
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BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)
V.M. SLIPHER AWARD
During 1989-90, the V.M. Slipher
Committee will have $4,500 to award for
projects that enhance the public's
understanding of astronomy. Preferences will
be given to projects requiring seed money for
programs that will continue beyond the
funding period. Application deadline is May
22, 1989.
For more information, please contact
Dennis Schatz; V.M. Slipher Committee;
Pacific Science Center; 200 Second Avenue,
North; Seattle, WA 98109.

BUSINESS MEETING CORRECTION
Dale Smith wants it known that Joe
DeRocher should have been thanked (rather
than Dale) for his work in arranging the
production of the GLPA lapel pins.
ASTRONOMY DAY HANDBOOK
OUT OF PRINT
Due to overwhelming requests, the
Astronomical League's Astronomy Day
Handbook supply (150 books) has been
completely exhausted. Currently, sources for
funding a slightly modified second edition are
being explored.
If anybody can assist with funding or
printing, or has any ideas or suggestions,
please contact Gary Tomlinson in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION OF
CANADA MEETING
The biennial meeting of the Planetarium
Association of Canada will be held in
Montreal on June 27-30, 1989. The theme of
the conference is "classrooms under the
dome."
To receive a registration packet, contact
Nicole Patenaude; Planetarium Dow; 1000
rue Saint-Jacques ouest; Montreal, Quebec;
Canada, H3C IG7.

ELGIN PLANETARIUM 25 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY
The Elgin U-46 Planetarium is
celebrating its 25th year of operation! To
commemorate this anniversary, and the 20th
anniversary of the first lunar landing, the
planetarium will be working with the Elgin
Public Museum to develop special moon
programs and display a moon rock.
In December, the 600,000th student
passed through the doors of the planetarium.
Finally, the planetarium's Spitz A3-P has
been completely refurbished and upgraded,
and the sky looks great. Happy Anniversary,
Elgin Planetarium!

PLANETARIUM INTERNSHIP
The Link Planetarium/Kopernik
Observatory has established an II-month
planetarium internship, beginning September
1, 1989. A Bachelors of science or education
degree is required, along with some
planetarium or museum experience.
For more information, contact Bill
Buckingham; Link Planetarium; 30 Front
Street; Binghamton, NY 13905.

GLPA PHOTOS WANTED
Jeanne Bishop is currently working on a
photo album for the 1989 GLPA Conference
in Bowling Green. She would appreciate
receiving photographs of this conference
from members.
Please send them to Jeanne Bishop,
Westlake Schools Planetarium, 24525
Hilliard Road, Westlake, OH 44145.

GERALD MALLON IS HONORED
LP.S. Executive Secretary Dr. Gerald
Mallon was awarded the first annual
Challenger Seven Fellowship award by the
Challenger Center for Space Science
Education in Washington, D.C.
Congratulations, Dr. Mallon!
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GLPA ARTICLES
lVIEMBERSIDP NEWS

suggest that you should 1) put the light switch
away from the door, where only you know
where it is, 2) pull the master switch in the
breaker box that controls the planetarium's
electricity, and 3) if you've already placed a
switch by the door, then place a switch in-line
with the master current and place this switch
in a hidden location.
I put my switch on the center console.
During breaks and vacations, not even the
custodians can enter because they don't
know the location of the hidden switch. My
assistant is the only other person in my
facility who knows its location.
This may not be a perfect solution to the
vandalism problem, but it sure can help.

David Parker, GLPA SecretarylTreasurer
The GLPA membership continues to swell.
We're leaping past last year's grand total of
218, and it's only February. Currently, we
have 226 members. We've grown over 72%
since 1984, when our membership was only
131. The top five states for GLPA members
are Ohio (52), Michigan (37), Indiana (35),
illinois (34) and Wisconsin (11).

NEW GLPA MElVIBERS
Please welcome the following new
members to GLPA:
Bob Baird
Charles Derewecki
David DeGraaf
Rick Greenawald
Michael Garnsey
Rev. J. R. Holsey
Carole Helper
Gary Norcia
Doug Lake
John Surendonk
Udo Schlegel
Joseph Tully

GLPA SlJRv"'E'Y

Crawfordsville, IN
Coshocton, OH
Alma, MI
Baton Rouge, LA
Watertown, NY
Snow Hill, MD
Oshkosh, WI
Fairview Park, OH
Coldwater, MI
Racine, WI
Rockford, IL
Dayton,OH

Jeanne Bishop
At the annual meeting in October, I
informally asked a number of people to
complete a survey concerning charges for
school programs. About thirty GLP A
planetariums were represented in this small
survey, and I want to thank all who took time
either at the meeting or following to share
information. It has been helpful to us at
Westlake, where we hope to soon extend
offerings beyond schools of our district. I
thought also it might be useful information to
others, so here are the main results.
Group charges for schools outside of the
planetarium's own district range from "no
charge" (two respondents) to about $75 per
hour. Some planetariums charge per person
with a minimum needed. A single $35-60
per hour is usual, with a typical per-person
charge of $1.50/program. Some planetariums
differentiate between day and evening groups
on different schedules.
One director noted that scouts and civic
groups are discouraged by the necessary
charge of $45/evening one-hour program, but

VANDALISM ISSUE: A
HELPFUL SUGGESTION
Bob Ernst, Mishawaka, IN
I would like to respond to the vandalism
issue, especially the search for solutions.
When you walk: into the planetarium, it is
very dark. The first thing you reach for is the
light switch, usually found next to the door
frame.
Since vandals can't work in the dark, I
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GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)

HOME PLANET REVIEW
Jeanne Bishop

that parochial, preschool, and other
non-district schools willingly pay a
$60/program fee during the day. (About half
of the school planetarium directors that I
approached do not give programs in evenings
or for outside school districts. I did not have
these persons complete a survey form.)
Typically, it is the planetarium director
who suggests the fee schedule. Others who
assist in recommendations are
superintendents, museum directors, and
institutional advisory boards. Usually a board
of education or directors officially sets the
schedule. Some directors noted that their fee
schedules are outdated and really do not
cover costs. Often fees were initially based
on.a study of costs and local charges for other
educational events.
The types of groups which visit
planetariums are: 1) school groups from
nearby school districts. The grades, in order
of greatest to least use are: 3, 2, K, 5, 8, 4, 1,
and 7. Preschool is as common as 2nd a..'1d
3rd grade. Parochial and other private
schools are frequent visitors. 2) Community
groups including scouts, civic organizations
(senior citizens, Kiwanis, Rotary) and private
parties (birthday, anniversary).
Topics most frequently requested by
visiting schools are: the current sky and
constellations, planets and the solar system,
and seasons.
Salary for the presenter of the group
programs varies. Usually no extra amount is
offered to a full-time director when a program
is given during the day. Often evening
groups pay a set fee, and the institution
reimburses the presenter from this amount.
Occasionally, the special group pays the fee
directly to the presenter. In two planetariums,
fees for outside groups are put aside as a
source for conference expenses for the
planetarium director.
As this type of data evolves, I hope that it
will be shared. I think' it is helpful to know
what others with similar schedules are doing.

I have just had the privilege of reviewing
an excellent new oversized book, The Home
Planet. Edited by Kevin W. Kelly for the
Association of Space Explorers and published
by Addison-Wesley (1988), it conveys
feelings of the astronauts as they anticipated
going into space, as they left Earth, as they
experienced weightlessness, as they
contemplated the fragility of Earth, and the
bonds that unite all peoples, and as they
surveyed and walked upon the Moon. A
brief but gripping narrative accompanies each
beautiful photograph.
The Forward is by Jacques-Yves
Cousteau, awarded the international prize by
the group of Space Explorers for being the
individual "whose life is an example of
consideration to all living things and to the
riches of the natural world." Cousteau is
eloquent and quotable.
Prefaces by Russell Schwei.l(art and
Soviet Oleg Makarov are also excellent and
quotable. From Makarov, "The artistic
genius who painted our planet worked from a
fantastic assortment on His palette and with
unusually pure colors ... the colors that once
were chosen for physical maps are almost
completely true to life ... the impatiently
awaited unearthliness quickly loses its charm.
It is not the boring uniform abyss that
engages your attention, but the spectacle of
our small planet haloed in blue. Suddenly,
you have the feeling you've never had
before, that you're an infant of Earth."
The volume was printed simultaneously
in nine cities outside the U.S.: Ontario,
England, Amsterdam, Bonn, Sydney,
Singapore, Tokyo, Madrid, and San Juan.
I highly recommend it as a resource for
planetarium programs involving the space
program.

9

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in

any way connected with the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.PA. is an affiliate of
the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $13
annually t payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership should
be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretaryffreasurer (address below).
This quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in
the GLPA NewsleYer are not necessarily those of G,L,P,A. or its membership. Deadlines for contributions fall on the
15th of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below).
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compiled by Bart Benjamin

GLORIARALL
ACCEPTS NEW POSITION IN NEW ARK
Gloria Rall has resigned her position at
the Erie Historical Museum and Planetarium
to accept a position as Planetarium Director at
Newark Museum in Newark, New Jersey.
Best wishes, Gloria!

ELGIN PLANETARIUM NEWS
Ironically, after celebrating the 25th
anni versary of the Elgin Planetarium and
Observatory (as reported in the spring
Newsletter), the illinois U-46 School District
threatened to close the facility because of
several failed tax referendums in recent years.
With support from local residents and
several Illinois planetarians (who wrote letters
to U-46 school board members), the School
Board recently announced that the Elgin
Planetarium and Observatory would remain
open. Hooray!

NEW PLANETARIUM COMPUTER
BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM
The Illinois State University Planetarium
is now sponsoring a planetarium section on
an Illinois computer bulletin board. The
bulletin board can be contacted by dialing
(309) 828-6941. Communication parameters
are 8-N-l, 300, 1200, or 2400 Baud.
For more information, please call Director
Carl Wenning at (309) 438-8758 during
regular office hours.

KOCH PLANETARIUM CELEBRATES
30TH ANNIVERSARY
The Koch Planetarium in Evansville,
Indiana celebrated its 30th anniversary with
an exhibition in the Evansville Museum's
Science Center. The 2,000 square foot
exhibit featured meteorites, space education
artifacts, a 22-foot moon mural, a U.S.
manned mission patch collection, live science
demonstrations, and a history of the
planetarium.
Congratulations, Koch Planetarium!

1989 SPITZ SUMMER INSTITUTES
Spitz, Inc. and West Chester University
are offering two summer institutes in July.
Institute I, entitled Naked-eye Astronomy,
will be conducted July 10 - 14. Institute II,
entitled Teaching with the Planetarium, will
be conducted July 17 - 21.
For more information, please contact
Mona E. Coldiron; Spitz, Inc.; P.O. Box 198;
Chadds Ford, PA 19317. Her phone number
is (215) 459-5200.

DAVE DEBRUYN CELEBRATES
25 YEARS AT PUBLIC MUSEUM
Chief planetarium curator Dave Debruyn
was the star at a staff-sponsored surprise party
last December celebrating his 25 years at the
Grand Rapids Public Museum. Under Dave's
leadership, the planetarium staff has grown
from one to four, and the Veen Observatory
was built.
Dave is also one of the founders of
GLP A, and serves his community as a
volunteer fire fighter, active member of the
local Kiwanis Club, and board member of the
Grand Rapids Astronomy Club.
Congratulations, Dave!

PLANETARIUM SEATS FOR SALE
Available in August will be 57 padded,
fiberglass shell, steel-frame chairs with
fold-up desk tops. Cost per chair is $15; you
provide their transport.
For more information, contact Bill
Buckingham; Link Planetarium; 30 Front
Street; Binghamton, NY 13905. His
telephone number is (607) 772-0660.
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STATE

NEWS
to women, hear a talk by shuttle astronaut Dr.
Linda Godwin, and attend numerous
workshops.
The ISU Planetarium in Norma! is proud
to announce that one of its student volunteers,
Donald F. Johnson, has been named the 1989
Bone Student Scholar. This award
recognizes an undergraduate's academic
excellence, leadership and community
service record. Don is the second
planetarium volunteer in as many years to be
so recognized.
The William Staerkel Planetarium in
Champaign premieres We Came in Peace, a
commemoration of the Apollo lunar missions,
in early June. The Staerkel planetarium will
host the GLP A Annual Conference in
October. See pages 9 - 11.

ILLINOIS

Chairman:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Space Center
River Grove.

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago will be
showing Milky Way: Island of Mystery
through August 31st. Adler's children's
shown Wonderful Robot will run through
July 30th, and will be replaced by Star
Gazing with Meteor Mouse beginning August
5th.
The Museum of Science and Industry's
Henry Crown Space Center in Chicago is
playL.l1g To the Limit, an Omnimax film about
the human body and its capabilities. This
film is the first product of the Museum Film
Network, a consortium of 13 museums.
On June 16th, the Ceman Earth and
Space Center of Triton College premieres
The Space Telescope together with a
mini-show commemorating the 20th
anniversary of Apollo 11. Also playing
through August is the laser light show U2:
Rising in the Light. On Saturday, June 17th,
the Ceman Center celebrates its 5th
Anniversary with an all-day public Open
House comprised of free programs, speakers
and special activities. In August, a public
Eclipse Party will be conducted on the night
of the total lunar eclipse.
In July, Lakeview Museum Planetarium
in Peoria will premiere The Power, which
examines the many secrets of our galaxy.
Also returning is Springtime in the Universe,
which describes the birth and eventual death
of the universe. Recently, Lakeview
Planetarium hosted a Cosmic Science
Exploration series with the local Girl Scout
Council. Approximately 300 girls attended
on three Saturdays to learn of the career
possibilities in science and math that are open

INDIANA

Chairperson:

D

Joanna Gordon
Washington Township PLM
Indianapolis.

The Koch Planetarium in Evansville just
celebrated its 30th anniversary. (See the
GLP A Bulletin Board). Planetarium Director
Mitch Luman announces the appointment of
Michael Heard to the newly created position
of Science Assistant. The Koch Planetarium
recently received an anonymous gift to
provide for the purchase of new seating for
the planetarium theater. Installation of these
new seats is expected to be complete in early
summer.
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STATE NEWS (cont.)

omo
MICmGAN

~
Chairman:

Chairman:

Garry Beckstrom
Longway Planetarium
Flint.

The Ohio Planetarians met on April 29th
at the Perkins Observatory north of
Columbus. Thirty-one participants were
treated to a variety of papers, exhibits, tours
and workshops, courtesy of hosts Walt
Mitchell and Barbara Muller.
The third Ohio cluster of planetarium
recently met in Bowling Green. Known as
TRAP, the Toledo Regional Association of
Planetariums joins the two other Ohio
clusters, CRAP (Cleveland) and SOAP
(southwest).
The Euclid Planetarium will reopen in
September following structural repairs 3.iid
earlier financial pressures.

The Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing
will be celebrating its 25th anniversary this
fall. Currently, Abrams is playing Footsteps
to commemorate the Apollo 11 mission.
They also plan to run a series of astronomy
day camps for youngsters in June and July.
The Clintondale Planetarium in Mount
Clemens has reopened and is currently
installing a JHE automation system for a full
return to operation by the 1989-90 school
year.
Gerald Welsh has retired as the director of
the Longway Planetarium in Flint. Michael
Gardner has been named the new director. A
new video projection system has recently
been installed. Life Beyond Earth is their
current show.
The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is
conducting a fund drive to purchase a new
J ena Skymaster star projector. Playing this
summer will be The Loneliness Factor in
June, Footsteps in July, and Dawn of
Astronomy in August.

WISCONSIN

Chairman:

Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
Waukesha.

On April 14th and 15th, the Wisconsin,
Iowa, Minnesota Planetarium Society
(WIMPS) met in Stevens Point.
Meeting host Randy Olson treated the
attendees to an observing session with the
school's 16-inch Celestron, planetarium
shows, and a special presentation by Dr.
Robert Bless on the high speed photometers
aboard the Hubble Space Telescope.

GLPA ARTICLES
Because of space constraints, articles
submitted for the Summer GLPA Newsletter
must be delayed until the Autumn Newsletter.
An expanded Articles section,
including a book review and a slide set
review, will appear in the next issue.
II

Dale Smith
Bowling Green State Universe
Bowling Green.

II
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EXEXlJ'I'IVE a:Mfi.Tl.'EE MEEl'IN:;, APRIL 8, 1989

PARKLAND

(l)LLEX:;E,

CliAMPAIGN, ILLlflDIS

Present: Steve Bishop, President; Dan Goins, Pres.Elect; Gary E. Tomlinson, Past Pres.: Sheldon Schafer,
1. p • S. Rep.; David Parker, Sec/,rreas.; Jerry Mansf ield,
lnst. Materials Oomm.; Barbara & Gregg Williams, Conf.
Planning; Dale Smith, 1988 Conf. Host & Proc. editor.
CALL TO ORDER -- President Steve Bishop
called the meeting to order at 9:15 A.M. and announced
that David Linton, the Parkland planetarium director,
had been ill and would not be able to attend, his
secretary, would be able to attend [:Brt of our rreeting.
SECRETARY'S REPORT -- The minutes of the last
meeting, October 19, 1989, Bowling Green, were mailed
to all comnittee m:mbers after the fall meeting and
were published in the Newsletter. Minutes approved.
David distributed an updated listing of the
addresses and phone numbers of the officers, carmi ttee
chairpersons and conference hosts.
TRF.ASURER'S REPORT -- David distributed
copies of the mileage reimburserrent claim forms. It was
agreed that anyone specifically invited to the nonconference Executive Comnittee should be reimbursed.
David distributed copies of the financial report
of the association since the beginning of the fiscal
year to the comrndttee as follows:
REX:EIPl'S :

GLPA Dues •.•••••.•••••••••.• $ 2691.00
1988 Conference ••••••••••••• 1771.52
285.00
Conference Lapel Pins.......
Checking Account Interest...
36.17
Donations...................
11.00
Publication •••••••••••••••••••••• 5.00
TOl'AL REX:EIPl'S
> $ 479ge69
EXPENDITURES :

Postage •••••.••••••••••••••• $ 194.70
Planetarium Sourcebook......
567.00
Newsletter Printing ••••••••
280.68
Newsletter Postage •••••• o...
275.00
1987 Proceedings............
337.10
1988 proceedings............
652.50
292.00
Lapel Pins..................
1988 Conference.............
285.00
Filing cabinet - balance....
86.00
Supplies. . • . . . . . • . • . . . • • . . . .
70.82
Banki ng Charges •••••.••••••••••• 15.00
TOl'AL EXPENDI'lURES--) $ 3055.80
o

Checking Account Balance 10/1/88 ••• $ 246.86
ADD Total Receipts •••••••••••••••••• + 4799.69
ADD 'rransfer frem Savings ••.•••••••• + 1000.00
'IDrAL. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6046.55
SUBTRACT Total Expenditures ••••••••• - 3055.80
$ 2990.75
Checking Account Balance 4/4/89

Bills which are due to be received include the
printing of the 1988 Proceedings, the 1987 Proceedings
and the 1986 Proceedings.
Copies of the financial reports fran the separate
fund accounts were reviewed. Nancy Franklin maintains a
fund fran which she pays postage for the Newsletter.
Dan Goins has not sold any lapel pins fran the Gift
Shop. Gary Sampson prints scripts for GLPA members.
Jerry Mansfield copied 320 slides since October 1st.
There was some discussion concerning his listed expense
of $0.10 per slide for duplicating charge. This was
above and beyond the cost of film and postage. Steve
asked the coomittee if they felt comfortable about
reimbursing an organization for services such as
duplicating slides. Jerry explained that a planetarium
staff member travels across town, copies the slides,
and returns to the planetarium. The duplicting charge
is paid into the planetarium's extra-curricular account
and not directly to the staff member.
In the fall, when the GLPA slide copier will be
used, the cost per slide will go to $.50 (including
postage) in order to begin covering the cost of GLPA's
copier. The person ordering the slide copies will still
be responsible for processing the film sent from Jerry.
It was mved and seconded to accept the financial
report. Motion carried.
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS -- David distributed
copies of the Membership Benefits which he had updated
with new information. Suggestions for some additional
changes were made.
The original copy of Membership Benefits has been
distributed to all members of GLPA. This updated
version will be made available at the fall conference.
If prospective members who have received the
brochure desire mre infoomtion about GLPA, a copy of
the Membership Benefits can be sent to them.
BY-LAWS -- Steve introducted discussion on
proposed by-law changes which have bec:cme necessary
because of GI.PA I S expanded Irembership options. After
discus ion and sorre further changes, Gary made a mtion
that the constitutional ammendments be accepted by the
Executive Catmittee as re-written and present them to
the rrernbership for a vote. r.t>tion carried.
The aItIlerldnents will be re-drafted by Steve and
sent to Bart for publication in the Newsletter.
Dale discussed the possibility of by-laws changes
which \tt'Ould allow financial support for recruiting
visits by state chairs to other planetariums within
their states. It was agreed that GLPA WJuld not be able
to financially support in every state the extent of
recruiting Dale described1 however, the money available
frem GLPA for each state could be used for recruiting.
David mentioned that there are same typographical
and grammatical errors in the by-laws as they have
previously been printed. Steve moved that the secretary
be allowed to review the by-laws for typographical or
grammatical errors and to make corrections as
necessary, reporting all changes to the Executive
carmi.ttee. Seconded by Bart. Motion carried.

SEPARATE FUND AODJNTS:

Newsletter Postage ••••.•••..• $ 78.09
GLPA Gift Shop...............
0
Printed Materials............
35.64
Slide, ~ & Software Bank •••••• 0.S5
TOTAL
> $ 114.28
SAVINGS: Credit Union Balance 10/1/88 ••• $ 4433.89
withdrawal (to checking account) ••••• 1000.00
Interest Received ••••••••••••••••••••••• 114.95
BALANCE
> $ 3548.84
FINAOCIAL SUl+1ARY
4/4/89
Checking Account •••••••••••• $ 2990.75
Separate Fund Accounts......
114.28
Savings Account ••••••••••••••• 3548.84
TOTAL
) $ 6653.87

9/30/88
246.86
100.00
4433.89
4780.75

MDmERSHIP a::MotIT1'EE -- Bob Thanson sent
regrets that he could not attend. David p3.ssed out new
membership lists. There are 233 members in GLPA so far
this year, located in 27 states and 4 other countries.
Ohio, 52: Michigan, 39; Illinois and Indiana, 35; and
Wisconsin, 13 are the top five states. Lists of Fellows
of GLPA and Honorary Life Members were distributed.
Steve discussed the bnplerrentation of the patron
and sustaining membership categories which has been
approved by the membership. If the constitutional
amendments are approved at the fall conference, these
categories can be bnplerrented.

EDlCATION a::HfiTTEE -- Rod Thanpson was
unable to be at the rreeting. Don Tuttle is WJrking on a
TIPS booklet on pronunciations of commonly used
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planetarium terms. Dan brought ~ Dictionary of
Astronomical Names, which he COIlI'I:elted on. The book
contain concise explanations of astronomical terms and
n~nes, but no pronunciations, so Don would not be
duplicating anything in that book. Don will continue to
work on his pronunciation booklet.

INl'ERNATIONAL PLANEl'AR.IUM SOCm.IY - Sheldon
reported that he would not be able to attend the July
COuncil meeting in Greece in conjuction with the
European planetarium meeting. Steve has offered to go
in Sheldon's place and to speak to IPS and EMPA about
some of GLPA's novel initiatives.
GLPA will pay one-third of Steve's travel expense
to the meeting: our portion wi 11 be about $430.
The planetarium bibliography is stalemated until
the length of the publication is determined.
The 1990 IPS conference will be in Sweden and the
1992 conference will be in Salt Lake City.

PUBLICATIONS CXHfiTTEE -- Bart reported that
the 1988 Proceedings has been mailed less than six
mnths after the conference. Dale reported that he
hoped t1 cut one rronth off of that time next year. One
reason for the quick printing was the fact that 16 of
20 papers were sul::mitted in written form at or before
the conference.
The 1986 Proceedings: fust presenters have been
contacted. There has been sam:! difficulty in getting
the list of total papers to match the papers in hand.
The 1987 Proceedings: The papers are canplete
except for one which is missing. They have been sent to
the authors for corrections. They will then be edited
and typeset. Bart will get same bids for printing as
well as a bid from Bowling Green. It is probable that
Dale Smith will be able to print both 1986 and 1987
issues at a lower cost at the BGSU print shop.
Dale reported that he printed 275 copies of the
1988 Proceedings. The total cost for printing was
$1242.40. Adding postage and transcribing costs will
bring the total cost to about $2000. There were 135
printed pages. This is by far the longest proceedings
we have published. The invited papers are much longer
than the ones frem the paper sessions. The 1986 and
1987 Proceedings will be about 40 to 50 pages.
Dale is planning to do the transcription, editing
and printing of the 1989 Proceedings.
Planetarium Sourcebook: Gregg explained again the
conception and developnent of the sourcebook, which all
members have received. The project cost was $742, or
$1.86 per book (400 were printed.) Twenty-seven
CClfIl)anies also ordered copies for $S.
Gregg proposed producing a 1990 edition of the
sourcebook to be distributed at the 1989 conference. He
has {oore companies and correct addresses than last
year. To offset the cost he suggested selling ads in
the sourcebook. We would also sell copies to canpanies
that list and distribute to other regionals or I.P.S.
in oolk and have them pick up part of the cost. Also,
we could pursue a more aggressive sales campaign. Gregg
said a mre aggressive and timely method of soliciting
listings frem companies will be used.
Gary expressed a concern about approaching
companies for so many kinds of support: advertising in
the sourcebook, financially supporting the proceedings
publication or the conference, and sustaining and
patron aenberships. Steve said there clearly has to be
a coordinated effort to approach companies to support
GLPA so they can uooerstand their options of conference
support, advertising, and membership. Steve suggested
developing a ~ttee in the future that would be able
to assume these responsibilities. He will be able to
take care of the duties of handling contacts with
conpanies for donations, sponsorships, contributions,
ads, and support for the balance of his term.
Dale mentioned that each conference host will have
a few vendors or local suppliers that he is farrUliar
with and therefore would be the best person to contact
that corrpany.

~ PLANNI'tI; Dale sul::mi tted a
financial report from the 1988 conference. He showed an
income of $15,474.00 and expenses of $13,702.48 leaving
a surplus placed in the GLPA treasury of $1, 771. 52.
M:::>st of the surplus was attributed to unforseen
donations to the conference.
Dale observed that fram the 1987 to the 1988
conference there was an increase of about $10 in the
registration fees and that was due to the honorarium
and expenses to bring Clyde Tombaugh to speak. Steve
expressed concern for the future financial health of
GLPA in the absence of a sizeable conference surplus.
It was agreed that the conference should be planned to
break even with a conservative estimate of attendance.
Some of the recent conferences have enjoyed a larger
attendance and/or larger donations than expected and
some surplus has been generated.
It was moved by Steve that the honorarium for the
Spitz Lecturer be raised fran $100 to $250. Seconded by
Sheldon. Although the speakers perceive the invitation
as an honor, an expression of professional courtesy is
to also financially reward the Spitz Lecturer. carried.

Barb distributed summaries of the 1988 conference
evaluations. There were many very positive carments
regarding the conference. About 1/4 of the responders
paid their own registration fees. Barb suggeste:i
holding an orientation session for people who had never
been to a conference before. Barb suggested blocking
out some time during the scheduled conference time for
people to look at exhibits, tour buildings, visit with
colleagues, and look at slide and script banks.
Dale said that the addition of workshops creates
proble.rrs in trying to schedule all of the papers. All
of Dale I s paper sessions were canpletely filled. fust
people also dislike non-repeated concurrent sessions.
Mary Nicholas presentated a summary of plans for
the 1989 conference, which will be held at Parkland
COllege, October 18-21, 1989. Details of the oonference
will be appear in the Newsletter as they are finalized.
Gregg distributed oopies of a letter, which would
be sent to prospective host institutions, outlining
expectations and responsibilities of the host
institutions and GLPA.
There were same suggestions for re-wording and
additions to make to the letter.
COncerning the oonference budget, Gregg said that
GLBA oversees the planning and arrangments for the GLPA
Conference in cooperation with the COnference Host.
Dale said that if his dean or others read this
dcx:::ument, they might want to make SOlE changes. It was
pointed out that one of it's purposes is to clearly
identify what is involved in hosting a conference, not
to scare anyone out of doing it.
The Oommercial Involvement section will be
modified because the host will not be as actively
involved in soliciting donations. Since Steve is going
to be oontacting corrpanies concerning cash donations
and underwriting, the oonference host will solicit only
door prizes, exhibits and sales materials.
Gregg made a motion that the Executive Oomrrdttee
accepts this as a document to be sent to Indianapolis

~UCTIONAL MATERIALS Jerry reported
that he is working on proper listing of the computer
disks which will be printed in the Newsletter, and also
finishing making a video tape of the slides.
A second slide copier lens was tried on our copier
and was unsatisfactory. He will try another lens and
will have the copier in operation by the conference.
The $ .50 per slide charge will start in October.
Videotapes of the conference addresses by Mark
Littmann and Clyde Tombaugh are available from Jerry.
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tD4INATION a:::MfiT'l'EE -- Dan reported that the
comndttee had obtained a slate of officers for the
election in the fall.

and to Youngstown and any other institution that
expresses interest in hosting a future conference,
a.rnm::mded as discussed at this rteeting. Motion seconded
by Jerry. Motion carried.

PRESIDENl' :
Garry Beckstran

Gregg discussed the GLPA databases that he
maintains - one is places, the other is canpanies.
Some SOU companies or organizations who may have a
connection to or interest in GLPA make up one datebase.
Institutions in the Great Lakes regional area allot' part of 11 states - plus other places which have
had an interest in GLPA in the past make up the other.
These databases and/or printed mailing labels are
available to state chairs, state meeting hosts, and
co!l1nittee chairpersons. Gregg can print labels of
alITOst any selected portion of these databases.
David maintains the database of the GLPA members
and can provide lists or labels, also.

Dale Smith
carl Wenning
SEX:!RBl'ARY/'l.'RF.ASURER :
Art Klinger

David Parker
INl"ERNrIONAL PIANETARIUM SC:X:mIY REPRESENl'ATIVE:

Dayle Bra.m
Tomlinson

Gary

A rrotion was made by Dan to accept the slate as
presented. Gregg seconded the ITOtion. Motion carried.

Also distributed was a section to be added to the
Officers' Handbook conference section clarifying what
state chairpersons can be doing and to make states ITOre
functional within GLPA. It gives suggestions for
funding, programs, registrations, activities, and
contacts. The state chairs and rteeting hosts already
hewe a copy of these pages.
Gregg would like to conduct a workshop at the
a::mference for current and prospective state chairs and
meeting hosts to explain the ways the conference
planning ~ttee could be of assistance to than.
David made a (rotion that GLPA increase funding to
state workshops fran $35 to $50. Seconded by Gregg.
Motion carried.

ASCAP NOOOI'IATIONS -- Dan asked for the
status of the ASCAP issue. Gary said that negotiations
broke down when it was realized that ASCAP didn't have
the authority to grant a license for the ways that
music is used in the planetarium. A conmi ttee which was
appointed to look into contacting copyright holders or
corrposers has not reported any results.
OFFICERS' HANl)BCX:>K -- Gary has updated
several pages which he will send by mail to the
corrmi t tee rrenbers. Gary announced that he had corrpleted
three rrore Officer's Handbooks - one for the printed
materials curator and two for conference hosts.
Dan made a rrotion that the meeting be adjourned.
Seconded by Jerry. M:>tion carried at 6: 25 P oM.

A possible 1992 conference site, Brown County
state Park, Nashville, Indiana, about one hour south of
Irriianapolis, was discussed. It has great fall foliage,
spacious lodge with large meeting roam, and a peaceful,
relaxed setting. There is no planetarium, but an open
air amphitheater. Due to the popularity of the park in
October, a late September or early November meeting
would be necessary. Sheldon suggested talking about the
idea at the conference to see if there is interest.
The twenty-fifth anniversary of GLPA will be at
the Indianapolis conference, 1990.
Dale reported that there are two funtioning
clusters in Ohio besides C.R.A.P. One is S.O.A.P.,
Southwest Ohio Association of Planetariums, in the
Dayton and Cincinnati area, and the other is W.O.P.,
western Ohio Planetariums.
Gary reported, for the interest of state groups or
GLPA in general, that there are commercial services
that will pre-sort and mail for about 21 cents, instead
of 25 cents, by combining with others and using a bulk
mailing. This would be first class pre-sort. Jerry said
they would do typesetting, pr inting, folding and
stuffing for a fee also.

Respectfully Submitted,

90ycJ6fJ~
David E. Parker, Sec/Treas.

EXEX:UTIVE aHtI'I'l'EE MEEl'nt;S -- David
suggested that due to the length of the meetings of the
cO!l1nittee in the last couple of years, and instead of
gathering for a third meeting in June, the ~ttee
creet at the conference at an earlier time than usual.
This would allow ITOre time for llEeting, would not
require taking a whole extra day, and travel expenses
would not have to be reimbursed. Steve said he also
would like ITOre meeting time at the conference instead
qf trying to squeeze our meeting into stolen m:m:mts
before, after and during other conference sessions. He
will conduct a survey anong the corrmittee members to
determine if a quorum could gather at an earlier hour.
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LODGING

1989 GLPA CONFERENCE
October 18-21 / Champaign, IL
Conference Preview

The Champaign Holiday Inn, the host hotel
for the 1989 GLPA Conference, is located within
three miles of Parkland College, at the Neil Street
exit of 1-74. The Inn has a Holidome complex and
an indoor pool -- Dave did promise us that we'd
be able to swim in Champaign!
Guest rooms are available at the conference
rate of $44 (plus tax) per night, for 1 to 4 persons.
Reservation cards will be mailed out with the
conference registration material in August. The
Champaign Holiday Inn will require one night's
deposit by September 15, 1989.

Conference Highlights
The 25th annual Great Lakes Planetarium
Association Conference is being held in
Champaign, Illinois, October 18 - 21, 1989.
This year's conference will benefit from its
close proximity to the University of Illinois and
its vast educational resources. Invited papers will
include: the Cosmic Climate Connection, the
Southern Milky Way, Astronomical Alignments
in Mesoamerica, the Astronomical Year in
Review, and a Rabbi's View of the Star of
Bethlehem show.
The conference will open on Wednesday with
an eye-popping 3-video projector demonstration
by NCSA, the National Center of Supercomputing
Applications. It will close on Saturday after the
head of the JPL Science Sequence Team for the
Voyager at Neptune encounter, Randii Wesson,
tells us about Science at Neptune.
Thursday evening will be free to do with as
you wish, but twenty lucky individuals -- the first
twenty registrants from separate facilities -- will
get to trade that freedom for a 3-hour workshop in
state-of-the-art 3-D graphics, using NCSA's
million dollar classroom. If interest warrants, the
workshop will be repeated Saturday afternoon,
following the official closing of the conference.
The annual Armand N. Spitz Lecture will be
presented at the Friday night banquet by Dr. Roy
A. Gallant, science author, editor and teacher.

REGISTRATION FOR CONFERENCE
Conference registration materials will be
mailed to GLP A members during the week of
August 21st. If you have not received your
registration material by Tuesday, August 29th,
contact the conference host.
There will be no registration at the door.
Regular registration (received by September
15th) is $45 per person ($25 for students). Late
registration (accepted up to October 10th) is $65
($40 for students).

MEALS
All provided meals, including the Friday
night banquet and the Saturday luncheon, will be
at Parkland College. Each morning, coffee, juice
and rolls will be made' available. Lunch and
refreshments for breaks will also be provided
daily, and there will be a reception Wednesday
evening. The total cost for meals and
refreshments provided during the conference is
$54 per person.
In addition to the meals provided during the
conference, you'll also have the opportunity to
have dinner on your own Wednesday and
Thursday evenings.

LOCA TION AND HOST FACILITY
The 25th annual GLPA Conference will be hosted
by the Staerkel Planetarium, located at Parkland
Community College in Champaign lliinois.
Champaign is located in east central Illinois,
along I-57 and 1-74, at the terminus of 1-72.
Willard Airport, just a few miles south of
Champaign-Urbana, is served by Piedmont,
TWA, and several other carriers.
Parkland Community College serves 8,500
students in more than 100 programs on its
233-acre site, and is known for its innovative
programs and quality instruction, and for one of
the finest college facilities in the nation.
The Staerkel Planetarium will be two years
old in October. Under a 50-foot level dome are
144 seats, the first working model of the Zeiss
MI015 planetarium projector, and a variety of
audio, visual, and computer systems. Current
yearly attendance is 40,000.
David Linton, planetarium director, is the
conference chairperson.
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TRANSPORTATION
Because of the short distances and ample
parking at the College, we suspect that most
attendees at the conference will prefer the
flexibility of driving their own cars to the daily
sessions. Van transportation will also be available.

PROPOSALS FOR PAPERS AND
WORKSHOPS
If you would like to present a paper or
workshop during the conference, please complete
the appropriate attached proposal form and return
to the conference host for consideration.
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1989 GLPA CONFERENCE
October 18-21, 1989
WILLIAM M. STAERKEL PLANETARIUM - PARKL&~D COLLEGE
Champaign, Illinois
WORKSHOP PROPOSAL
Workshops should be "hands-on" or participatory in nature.
proposal should be submitted for a paper session.

Otherwise, the

title:
presented by:
facility:
address:
city/state/zip:
phone:
(for July/August
summary:

workshop length

(circle one):

can you repeat the workshop
facilities required

45 minutes

(Circle one):

90 minutes

yes

no

(darkroom, lab, planetarium, tables, chalkboards, etc.):

equipment or materials we are to supply (overhead, slide projectors, etc.):

cost per person (for additional materials):
maximum people per session:
Please complete this form by ____J_u_l~y__2_8~,__1_9_8_9_________ and mail to:
if you have questions,
contact Dave Linton
(217) 351-2566
(217) 586-3815

GLPA Workshop Proposals
Staerkel Planetarium
Parkland College
2400 West Bradley Avenue
Champaign, IL 61821
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1989 GLPA CDNFERENCE
OCTOBER 18-21, 1989
WilLIAM M. STAElU{EL PIl\NE12\RItM -

PARKLAND (DLI..EX;E

ClIAMPAIGN, ILLIK)IS
PAPER PRESENTATION PROPOSAL
Name:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Address:
Facility:

Telephone:
TITLE:
ABSTRAcr:

My presentation (check one)

must be made in a planetarium theatre.
can be made in a (darkened) conference room.

I will bring handouts (circle one)

yes

Total length of presentation (circle one)

no

5 minutes

10 minutes

There will be a IS-minute limit on papers/talks/de.rnonstrations.
accordingly.

Note:

15 minutes
Please plan

I will need the following equipment:
Carousel slide projector
Overhead projector
I6mm movie projector
Videotape cassette recorder

(~"

4-track reel-to-reel playback

VHS or Beta)

(~"

or

~")

Cassette playback
Other (please specify): ____________________________________

If your paper is accepted (we will accommodate all we can), we will need a one-page
summary two weeks prior to the conference for distribution to attendees \vhen L~ey
arrive.
Please complete this fODm and return to the following address by: September 15, 1989
Staerkel Planetarium
Parkland College
2400 W. Bradley
Champaign, IL 61821-1899
ATIN: GLPA Conference
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in
any way connected with the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.PA. is an affiliate of
the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $13
annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership should
be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretaryrrreasurer (address below).
This quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in
the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L,P.A. or its membership. Deadlines for contributions fall on the
15th of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below).
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE

Bart Benjamin

Steve Bishop
As I'm writing this message, Voyager 2
has just made its closest approach to Neptune
and Triton, giving us all the thrill of discovery
and adventure once again.
What a summer we've had in the
planetarium field! First, there was the 20th
anniversary of Apollo 11 in July and an
extra-special Space Week for planetariums
throughout the nation to celebrate. Then, in
August, we had one of the longest total lunar
eclipses in memory, with favorable skies
throughout much of our region. At the
Ceman Earth and Space Center, over 1,500
people "camped out" to witness this lunar
spectacle. And finally, we witnessed the
Voyager 2 spacecraft's encounter with
Neptune.
With all this now behind us, there may be
a tendency for us to ask -- "What next?"
What can we bring our planetarium
audiences that will approach the excitement
of these big summer events?
A good place to begin answering these
questions and "recharge your ideas" is the
G~P ~ Annual Conference in Champaign,
IllmOls (October 18 - 21). Dave Linton and
his staff are planning an exciting conference
that you won't want to miss! See page 10 for
more information about this conference.
"So, what next?" A trip to Champaign in
October may be exactly what you need to
generate exciting new ideas for your
planetarium.
Don't miss it!

By the time you read this, Voyager 2 will
have swung past Neptune and will be headed
out of the solar system, bringing to a close a
glorious chapter in the annals of space
exploration. Voyager 2 and its sister craft
Voyager 1 have revolutionized our view of
the outer solar system. Voyager images of
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and their
bizarre moons have been "grist for the mill"
of planetariums for the last 10 years. I'm sure
all planetarians will share the mixture of
sadness and satisfaction that the Voyager
scientists and technicians will feel when the
last image is received. Well done, Voyager!
And godspeed Magellan and Galileo!
Allow me to call your attention to two
important business matters contained in this
newsletter. First, you'll find the nominating
committee's slate of officers for the next two
year term. Please review each candidate's
credentials and be prepared to cast an
intelligent vote at the election during our
conference in Champaign.
Second, the executive committee had
drafted two proposed constitutional
anlendments for your consideration and
approval, one to create "Sustaining" and
"Patron" categories of membership and
another to broaden the opportunities for
reimbursement of costs associated with state
meetings.
Also contained in this newsletter are
details of our upcoming annual conference.
It sounds like Dave Linton and his staff have
a wonderful experience lined up for us in
Champaign: hands-on workshops, interesting
speakers, great shows and superb facilities. I
hope to see you all there.

P.S. The deadline for the Winter GLPA
Newsletter is Wednesday, November 15th.
See you in Champaign!

3

STATE

NEWS

~

ILLINOIS

(
\

"

\

Lakeview will be presenting three programs
-- Springtime of the Universe, The Power,
and Wonders of the Universe, narrated by
Burt Lancaster.
The ISU Planetarium in Normal will
premiere Cosmic Climate Connection on
September 8th, after celebrating its 25th
Anniversary on Friday, September 1st.
Congratulations, Carl Wenning and the ISU
Planetarium!
The William Staerkel Planetarium will
host the annual GLPA Conference on
October 18 - 21. In September, they will
premiere the Cinema-360 film The Spac e
Shuttle: An American Adventure. The
Apollo commemorative program We Came in
Peace will continue to be shown as well.

~

I..... l)l
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Chairman:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth & Space Center
Triton College
River Grove
(312) 456-0300, ext. 408

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago has
begun a major expansion project, which will
give it more exhibit space and an expansion
of its dining facilities, curatorial research area
and production facilities. Completion is
expected in the fall of 1991. Adler is now
presenting Searching for Planet X and its
children's show Stargazing with Meteor
Mouse.
The Museum of Science and Industry's
Henry Crown Space Center in Chicago
continues to play To the Limit, an Omnimax
film about the human body and its
capabilities. This film is the first product of
the Museum Film Network, a consortium of
13 museums.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center of
Triton College will premiere a revised version
of its very popular show Dinosaur! on
September 16th, as well as continuing its
children's show Dinosaurs in Space through
September. The current laser light show
featuring the rock band U2 will be rep laced
in mid-October by an all-new laser show
featuring the music of Led Zeppelin. In
August, the Cernan Earth and Space Center
sponsored two very successful special public
events -- a "Lunar Eclipse Party" and
"Voyager Watch '89". Each event drew in
excess of 1,500 people.
The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in
Peoria recently received a $1,000 grant from
the V.M. Slipher Fund of the National
Academy of Science for a telescope loan
program and teacher workshop. This fall,
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Chairperson:

\

Joanna Gordon
Washington Township PLM
Indianapolis
(317) 259-5301

Dan Goins from the Martinsville High
School Planetarium reports that he recently
attended a POPS (Participatory Oriented
Planetariums for Schools) Summer Institute in
California. He hopes to write an article about
this Summer Institute for a future issue of the
GLPA Newsletter.
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for this award!
The Youngstown Planetarium will be
running its annual Halloween light show
again this fall. "Beware those strobes in
pumpkins!" warns a staff member. A
Voyager retrospective show will follow later
in the fall. Tim Kuzniar will be leaving this
fall to join Loch Ness Productions full time.
Best of luck, Tim!
The fall program at Bowling Green State
University Planetarium is Land of-the
Southern Cross, a show about Australia
produced by the Memphis Pink Palace
Planetarium.

STATE NEWS (cont.)

MICHIGAN

Chairman:

Garry Beckstrom
Longway Planetarium
Flint

(313) 762-1181

WISCONSIN

The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids
will be showing Outer Realms, a trilogy of
three science fiction short stories. This fall,
they will also premiere a new family show
about the solar system.
In September, the Longway Planetarium
in Flint will present Sky Scanning, a look at
the autumn skies. Their new program about
the solar system, Journey to other Worlds,
will premiere in October and November.
The McMath Planetarium in Bloomfield
Hills will present More Than Meets the Eye
this fall. They have also instituted a Star Lab
teacher training program and, in January, will
premiere a new group program using a shuttle
mission simulator.
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Chairman: Dave DeRenler
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
Waukesha.

(317) 675-7521
No Report.

ATIENTION
PLANETARIANS!

OHIO
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Don't be left out of the winter GLPA
Newsletter. Let your fellow planetarians
know that you're still around and doing great
things in your planetarium. Send any
information about your planetarium to your
state chairperson by December 8th.
Depending on its content, the information
that you supply will be included in the State
News or the GLPA Bulletin Board sections of
the GLPA Newsletter.
Remember, the GLPA Newsletter is IQ!!r
publication. Your participation will keep it a
valuable resource for the entire planetarium
community.

\.~)
"-.J

Chairman:

Dale Smith
Bowling Green State Universe
Bowling Green.

(419) 372-8666
The current program at the Cincinnati
Planetarium is Moondreams, a 20th
anniversary celebration of A polIo 11. The
Cincinnati Natural History Museum has also
been approved as a Challenger Center site.
Congratulations to Dave Duszynski and crew

The Editor
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
Peoria Area Arts and Sciences CounciL

compiled by Bart Benjanlin

ASTRONOMY DAY HANDBOOK -- A

ISU PLANETARIUM CELEBRA TES 2S
YEAR ANNIVERSARY

~SEDSECONDEDnaON

A second edition of the "Astronomy Day
Coordinators Handbook" has just been
completed. This new edition is divided into
three sections. Section One details the history
and future dates of Astronomy Day. Section
Two contains 50 pages of special event ideas
that can be performed on Astronomy Day.
Section Three lists over 200 companies and
organizations that could serve as resources for
such events.
People possessing the first edition should
send a legal size, self-addressed, stamped
envelope along with a check made out to the
Astronomical League for $5.00 plus postage
($2 in U.S.; $3 ground mail outside U.S.; $5
airmail outside U.S.). Organizations wishing
a copy of this handbook should send a
request on letterhead along with the payment.
All requests should be sent to Gary
Tomlinson; Astronomy Day Handbook;
Chaffee Planetarium; 54 Jefferson S.E.;
Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

The Illinois State University Planetarium,
under the direction of Carl Wenning, recently
celebrated its 25th anniversary with an open
house which included a special planetarium
presentation. Congratulations, Carl and the
ISU Planetarium!

NIGIITSTAR LOOKING FOR
PRODUCT REVIEWERS
The Night Star company is looking for
volunteers to review its Nightstar astronomy
learning tool. If you would like to obtain a
Night Star review kit on a 30 day loan, please
call Bruce King at (800) 782-7122, Monday
through Friday.

GLPA PROCEEDINGS UPDATE
By the time you read this in midSeptem ber, the 1987 (Merrill ville) Conference Proceedings will almost be ready to
mail!
I made the final typesetting corrections
and had the boards prepared in late August,
and Dale Smith and the print shop at Bowling
Green State University are scheduled to print
the Proceedings in early September. We will
mail the Proceedings immediately following
their completion.
I will now tum my attention to the 1986
(Cleveland) Conference Proceedings. I have
sent authors their transcribed papers for
corrections (due September 10th) and have
apologetically asked those authors for which
we are missing any transcription whatsoever
(there were five) for a rewrite, if they still
want to be included in this publication. I
hope to complete the 1986 Conference
Proceedings by mid-October, and Dale Smith
will print and mail them shortly thereafter.

ASTRONOMY DAY AWARD
The Northwest Suburban Astronomers, in
suburban Chicago, won the first annual
Astronomy Day award sponsored by Sky
Publishing. The five nmners-up were from
astronomy clubs in Kingsport, TN; Massillon,
OH; American Samoa; Boston, MA; and
Penn State College, PA.

LAKEVIEW PIM AWARDED GRANT
The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in
Peoria, Illinois recently received a $1,000
grant from the V.M. Slipher Fund of the
National Academy of Science for a telescope
loan program and teacher workshop. Three
Od yssey 10 telescopes are to be purchased.
The grant was matched by donations from the
Peoria Astronomical Society and the
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GLPA ELECTIONS
resource and forum for its members. I am
willing to serve to help the organization in
whatever capacity is most appropriate." .

The Nominating Committee (Dan Goins,
Chairman) respectfully subnlits to the
membership the following candidates for
offices:

President Elect:

Garry BeckstrOll1
Dale Smith
Carl Wenning

Dale Smith; Dept. of Physics and Astronomy
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, OH 43403

Secretary/Treasurer:

Art Klinger
David Parker

Dale received his A.B. from Colgate
University in astrophysics, and his M.S. and
Ph.D. from University of Washington in
astronomy. He has done astronomical
research of Jupiter and asteroids using the
200-inch and MMT.
He has been a member of GLPA for 5
years, and has served GLPA as Ohio St.ate
Chairman from 1984 to the present, OhIO
State Meeting Host in 1986, GLPA
Conference host in 1988, and Conference
Proceedings Editor in 1988 and 1989. He
has also been instrumental in developing
local clusters in Ohio outside the Cleveland
area. He is a member of I.P.S., the American
Astronomical Society, and the Division for
Planetary Sciences of A.A.S.
Dale comments that "GLPA's strength
lies in the diversity and talents of its members
and the wonderful sharing among everyone.
I would work to build on these strengths and
to bring more planetariums into our active
network."

I.P.S. Representative: Dayle Brown
Gary Tomlinson

CANDIDATE
INFORMATION:
Garry Beckstrom; Longway Planetarium
1310 E. Kearsley Street; Flint, MI 48503
Garry received his B.S. from the
University of Iowa in general science and
astronomy and is a candidate for an M.S.
from Eastern Michigan University in geology
and geography.
He has been a member of GLP A for 11
years, and has served GLP A as Michigan
State Chairman from 1981 to the present,
State Meeting Host in 1987, and a member of
the GLPA Constitution Revision Committee
under President Eugene J enneman. He is
also a member of I.P.S. He was awarded
GLPA Fellow in 1988.
Garry comments that "I consider myself
fortunate to be a planetarian, a most unique,
rewarding and important profession. I have
always been impressed with GLP A members
in terms of their dedication and willingness to
share with each other. GLPA has played a
major role in my professional career, ~d ~
think it is very important for the organIZatlOn
to continue to forge ahead as an important

Carl Wenning; Department of Physics
Illinois State University; Normal, IL 61761
Carl received his B.S. from Ohio State
University in astronomy and his M.A.T. from
Michigan State University in planetarium
education. He also holds a Secondary
Provisional Certificate.
He has been a member of GLP A for 9
years, and has served GLP A as Newsletter
Editor from 1981 to 1984 and as GLPA
Conference Co-host in 1982. He is also a
member of I.P.S., the Planetary Society, and
7

David Parker; Tipton Planetarium
817 S. Main Street; Tipton, IN 46072

GLPA ELECTIONS (cont.)

Dave received his B.S. and M.S. from
Ball State University in earth science and has
taken additional graduate courses at Purdue
University.
He has been a member of GLPA for 17
years, and currently serves GLPA as
Secretary!Treasurer, a post he has held since
1981. He has also served as Instructional
Materials Committee Co-chair from 1979 to
1982, Co-editor of GLPA TIPS Booklets # 8,
9, and 10, and Co-host of an Indiana state
meeting.
He is a member of I.P.S., The Planetary
Society, and the National Education
Association. He has been awarded the GLPA
Fellow.
Dave remarks that "in the past few years
as GLPA Secretary!Treasurer, I have tried to
provide a prompt and accurate response to
each and every correspondent and maintain
meticulous records of a')sociation business. If
re-elected, I will continue to provide as much
personal attention to individual members as
possible."

the Twin City Amateur Astronomers. He was
awarded GLPA Fellow in 1986.
Carl states that" as president I would have
two specific goals. The first of these would
be to place an increased emphasis on the
educational role of GLPA by enlarging and
creating channels of communication. The
second of these would be to coordinate the
efforts within GLPA to adequately respond to
the need for a planetarium presentation
commemorating the SOOth anniversary of
Columbus' voyage to the New World and the
need for a regional program dealing with the
May 1994 annular solar eclipse, the center
line of which will sweep directly through
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan."

Art Klinger; Planetarium and Space Museuln
Bittersweet School; 55860 Bittersweet Road
Mishawaka, IN 46545
Art received his B.S. from Indiana
University in eduction and his M.A. from
Western Michigan University in general
science.
He has been a member of GLP A for 9
years, and has served GLPA as Tri-host of the
Indiana Planetarium Workshop in 1982 and
Moderator for a workshop on Planetarium
certification at the 1988 GLPA Conference in
Bow ling Green. He has also presented a
paper at the 1983 and 1988 GLPA
conferences. He is a member of I.P.S"
N.S.T.A., The Planetary Society, and the
Astronomical Society of the Pacific.
Art comments that "during the past nine
years that I have been associated with GLPA,
I have learned what seems to be an infinite
amount of knowledge. Now I feel it is time
to 'put something back.' Therefore, I would
like to be considered as a candidate for the
position of Secretary!Treasurer. I believe my
ability to create, plan, organize and
implement are assets desirable for this
position."

Dayle Brown
Hudson Lake Elementary School Plm.
RR3; New Carlisle, IN 46552
Dayle received her B.S. and M.S. from
Ball State University in elementary
education. She has also taken courses in
astronomy at Indiana University and West
Chester University, and the professional
planetarium production workshop in
Bradenton, Florida.
She has been a member of GLPA for
4 1/2 years and has attended nearly every
GLPA and I.P.S. Conference since then. She
presented a paper at the 1987 GLPA
Conference in Merrillville. She established a
local Young Astronauts Chapter and serves as
chapter leader.
Dayle comments that "I am honored to be
nominated for this office. If elected, I will do
my best to serve the organization which has
given me so much over the years."
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VOTING BY ABSENfEE
BALLOT

GLPA ELECTIONS (cont.)

Don't forfeit your right to
vote in the GLPA elections
just because you can't
attend the conference in
Champaign. If you are a
member in good standing,
you may vote ahead of time
by obtaining an absentee
ballot.
To do so, please write
Dave Parker, the GLPA
Secretary/Treasurer at the
Tipton Middle School Plm.;
817 S. Main Street; Tipton,
IN 46072; or phone him at
(317) 675-7521.
However, please do NOT
send your completed ballot
back to Dave Parker.
Instead, return your
completed ballot to Dan
Goins, the GLPA
President-Elect at the
Martinsville High School
Planetarium; 1360 East
Gray Street; Martinsville,
IN 46151.
Completed ballots must
be received by October II!

DON'T FORGET TO ...

,
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Gary Tomlinson; Chaffee Planetarium
54 Jefferson S.E.: Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Gary received his B.S. from Ball State
University in physics and his M.S. from
Michigan State University in planetarium
education. He has also taken courses at West
Virginia University.
He has been a member of GLP A for 15
years, and has served GLPA as President
from 1986 to 1987, wrote the current
Officer's Handbook, was instrumental in
providing TIPS booklet on Poetry, and is
currently working on a planetarium
bibliography for I.P.S. He is a member of
I.P.S., the Astronomical League (where he
serves as Astronomy Day Coordinator), The
Planetary Society, AAPT, AAS, AAE, ASP,
CESI, NST A, NSS, SCST, and the Coalition
for Excellence in Science and Math
Education (w here he serves on the Board of
Directors). He has been awarded the GLPA
Fellow.
Gary remarks that "GLP A has been a
leader in the planetarium profession since its
formation. Therefore, I believe we have a lot
to offer I.P.S. and can help set the direction
of I.P.S. to be the most benefit to its
members."
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CONFERENCE UPDATE
The 25th Annual Conference of the Great Lakes
Planetarium Association
October 18 - 21, 1989
Champaign, lllinois
The 25th annual Great Lakes Planetarium Association Conference is begin held in
Champaign, Illinois, October 18 through 21, 1989. If you have not received your conference
information yet, please call the conference host, David Linton, at (217) 351-2446.

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
This year's conference will benefit from its close proximity to the University of Illinois and
its vast educational resources. Featured are an exceptional array of invited speakers, a
first-of-its-kind supercomputer graphics demonstration using three video projectors, and a
"storytelling under the stars" hour in which registrants are invited to share their favorite stories
under a star-studded planetarium sky. The keynote address on "The Digital Planetarium" will be
given by Terence Murtagh, President of the International Planetarium Society, and there will also
be an optional 3-D computer graphics workshop using state-of-the-art equipment.
Perhaps best known among the distinguished speakers addressing the conference is Phillip
J. Klass, "The Sherlock Holmes of UFOlogy." Presenting the Armand N. Spitz Lecture at the
annual banquet Friday evening will be another well-known science writer, Dr. Roy A. Gallant.
The title of his talk is "Science and Technology: In Search of Values." Other invited papers
include:
"Astronomy in the Past Year"
"Stellar Evolution along the Milky Way"
"Trends in K-8 Science Education"
"The December Dilemma: What's a Planetarian to Do?"
"Ethno- and Archeo-Astronomical Uses of a Planetarium"
"UFO's: Fact or Fantasy?"
"Adapting Video to a Planetarium Environment"
"Computer-generated All-Skies"
"Science at Neptune"
"UFO Abductions: A Dangerous Game" -- public talk on Saturday night
REM E M BE R -- Those wishing to present a paper at the conference must submit a completed
paper proposal form to the Conference Host by Monday, September 15th. The deadline for
conference registration is also September 15th. The deadline for late registration is Tuesday,
October 10th. There will be no registration at the door. Refer to the Registration Information
booklet for full details of GLPA's Annual Conference '89.
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GLPA ARTICLES
BOOK REVIEWS

SLIDE SET REVlEW

Dan Goins; Martinsville, IN

Robert H. Allen; La Crosse, WI

Dictionary of Astronomical Names
Adrian Room
Routledge, Chapman and Hall, Inc.
29 West 35th Street; New York, NY 10001
$27.50

Mars Kit and Venus Kit Slides and Booklets
Astronomical Society of the Pacific
1290 24th Avenue; San Francisco, cA 94122
$11.50 per set
The Astrononlical Society of the Pacific
is a unique nonprofit organization which
attempts to "bridge the gap" between
professional astronomers, amateur
astronomers, astronomy educators, astronomy
students, and the layperson interested in
astronomy. Most college or university
astronomy teachers are familiar with their
catalog and products. Many have likely
purchased educational materials which the
ASP produces or sells. The Venus and Mars
kits are some of their latest additions.
Each of the kits consists of six slides and
a booklet (28 pages for Venus and 36 pages
for Mars). The booklets contain a
nontechnical introduction to the planet,
background information, data tables, detailed
slide captions, class and home activities, a
thorough list of readings, a list of audio-visual
aids, and a resource kit. The kits are
intended for teachers, although neither the
accompanying description sheets nor the
booklets say what level(s) the materials are
aimed at.
If you already show slides of Venus or
Mars to your classes, you could easily
integrate these slides into your slide
presentation. (You may already use some of
them.) The booklets also give background
information on the two planets which can aid
you in describing other slides in your
collection.
The five activities and projects about
Venus (Finding Venus, Invent a Venusian,
Venus in Science Fiction, Venus in
Mythology and Legends, and Comparing
Earth to Venus) and the eight for Mars
(Finding Mars, What Would You Weigh on

I purchased this book with the hopes of
getting a source for the correct way to
pronounce the various nanles of the stars,
constellations, moons, and other astronomical
subjects. In this regard, I was mistaken.
Nowhere in the book is to be found a guide
to the correct pronunciation of any
astronomical names or terms. Should anyone
need this information, this is NOT the source.
There are some redeeming values to this
book, however. The introduction and
glossary are brief and helpful. The
introduction discusses the means for naming
the various astronomical objects. Included
are some of the sources of the common
names and some of the folklore associated
with the stars and constellations.
The main focus of the book is the
dictionary of astronomical terms. For those
of us wanting to know how to pronounce the
names, no help is offered, but the information
supplied is helpful. The descriptions and
general information are brief and to the point.
The source of the term is usually given as
well as the myths and common names of the
term. This is much briefer than "Star Names:
Their Lore and Meaning" by R. Allen.
This is the main use of the book, I feel. It
is a quick reference, and if more is needed,
we can go to another source. Students will
find the information very readable and
usable.
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turns out to mean that it returns to the same
position against the background of stars as
seen from Earth every 2.14 Earth years." In
the data table on page 16, it says "its period
of revolution about the Sun (its year) is 1.88
Earth years." Mars' sidereal orbital period is
1.88 Earth years and its synodic orbital period
is 2.14 Earth years. Thus Mars returns to the
same elongation angle (or planetary
configuration) every 2.14 years and returns to
the same position with respect to the stars
every 1.88 years. Again, the difference
between sidereal and synodic orbital periods
can be explained to your students, a") well as
the relationship between them.
In summary, most college level
astronomy teachers will probably find the kits
at least somewhat helpful in presenting their
units on Venus and Mars. The inaccuracies
are few, and can, in fact spur the instructor on
to compare and contrast (as well as
thoroughly explain) sidereal rotation periods
vs. synodic rotation periods and sidereal
orbital periods vs. synodic orbital periods.

GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)
Mars?, Seven Wonders of Mars, Martians
Through the Ages, Percival Lowell, Invent a
Martian, Comparing Earth to Mars, and Mars
in 3-D) are not likely to be used in a typical
college class, but could be effective for upper
elementary or lower secondary level classes.
Teachers at all levels will find the resource
lists useful and helpful.
The factual information in the booklets is
generally accurate. The background
information on Venus begins with a
humorous (but appropriate) weather forecast.
It predicts "cloudy skies, temperatures in the
high 800's Fahrenheit, very high atmospheric
pressure and a sunset in the east about two
months after sunrise." Since the foreca")t is by
a Venusian weatherperson, and since Venus
has no moons, the use of the word "month" is
inappropriate!
Likewise, it would be wrong to say the
Sun would set about 60 days after it rose,
since a synodic day on Venus is much longer
than an Earth day. The description of a slow
day on Venus on the following pages covers
an area a little better as it states that "it's
about 58 times as long between sunrise and
sunset on Venus as it is on Earth."
Venus' summary table says it "spins
clockwise as seen from above our solar
system." To avoid this northern hemisphere
chauvinism (I'm a "northerner" myselfl),
"above" should be replaced with "above
Earth's northern hemisphere." Also in the
table, Venus' period of rotation is given as
243 Earth days. The more intelligent students
will likely ask you how that can be when the'
Sun takes about 58 Earth days to go from
rising to setting, implying a rotation period of
116 Earth days. With your college students,
you can use this to explain the difference
between a sidereal and a synodic day (and
the relationship between them if they are
mathematicall y inclined).
There are very few typographical errors
in the booklets. For some reason, however,
the word "diameter" is hyphenated in the
middle of a sentence as "di-ameter" on page
7 of the Mars booklet. On page 7 of the
Mars booklet, it states it takes Mars "about
687 Earth days to travel around our star. This

NEXT LUNAR ECLIPSE
If you missed the August 16th total lunar
eclipse, you may have to wait almost 40
years to see one that's better!
According to one computer program I've
used, the next total lunar eclipse that is longer
than the one we just experienced and
completely visible from the Chicago area
won't be until June 25, 2029. Can anyone
confirm or deny this?
As you probably know, the next total
lunar eclipse visible in the United States
won't be until December 9, 1992. It will be
best seen along the east coast.
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ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.

Membership in this Association shall be open to all
individuals and organizations
interested in and
supportive of
the purposes and activities
of the
Association, aR~-its-aetivities upon recommendation
by the .embership committee and
payment of dues.
Membership shall
not be denied
on
the
basis
of
race, color, cl-eed, sex or national origin.

Section 2.

Membership shall
categories:

be

in"

the

following

elasses

__ ~~~~~E~h!E
shall be those
persons
act i vel yen gag e din pIa net a 1" i u m w0 1" k, 0 r o t 11 e r wise interested in the planetarium field.

A.

!~~!Y!~~~!

B.

~i~~~~i __ !i~~Q~E~h!E

s hall
bet h 0 s e
per son s
currently enrolled
full-time
in
a
secondary
school, college, or university.

C. !!~~~E~El_~!i~_!:!~~~~E~h!E shall be those pel:sons
who
have
this
recognition
conferred
by
the
Executive Committee.
D.

ber~efate--HeffiBefsRi~--sRall-Be-tRese--eeffi~aRies
sH~~eftiRg-tRe-~Hf~eses-aRa-aetivities-eE-bbPAT
aeeef~iRg-te--tRe-efitefia--estaBlisRea--By--tRe

EHeeHtive-bemmitteeT
§~~!~!~!~g_~~~~~!~~!p

shall be those persons
or organizations supportive of the purposes
and
activities
of
the
Association
according
to
criteria established by the Executive Committee.

K. !~!!~~_~~~~~!~~!p
shall be those persons or
organizations highly supportive of the
purposes
and activities of the Association, according to
criteria established by the Executive Committee.

Section 3.

Annual Membership in the
Association shall
be for
one
(1)
year from October
1st through
September
30th of the following year.

Section 4.

The Executive Committee may vote to confer honorary
life membership
upon
individuals who fulfill
the
qualifications
set
forth for such
membership
by
the
Executive Committee.
An Honorary Life member
shall have full membership privileges for life, and
shall pay no dues.
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Section 5.

All members shall have
the right
to vote. Organizations
who are members
shall have
one vote
and
shall
designate
an
individual
as
their
voting
representative
to
the
Secretary/Treasurer
upon
application for membership.

Section 60

Membership
category
Committee,
the Annual
membership
membership
dollar.

Dues and benefits
for each
membership
shall be
established
by
the Executive
with the approval of the Membership,
at
Meeting of the Association.
The student
rate shall be one-half the individual
rate rounded up to the nearest whole

ARTICLE

IX~

SECTION 2

Current:

The executive committee shall provide reimbursement to the Chairperson of the various state and
multi-state workshops within the Great Lakes
Planetarium Association, for expenses incurred by
the workshop for which receipts are provided and
to the extent authorized by the executive committee.

Proposed:

The executive committee shall provide reimbursement to state Chairpersons or hosts for meetings
and other activities of benefit to members of the
Association, for expenses incurred for which receipts are provided and to the extent authorized
by the executive committee.
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Great Lal<es Planetarium Association

FELLOW

OF

GLPA

In recognition of a
member's professional status
and
significant contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium
Associaiton (GLPA),
the Executive Committee will consider
candidates for the rank of FELLOW of GLPA.
in good standing with the GLPA
Any current member
nominate a candidate .by submitting an application
supporting documents to the membership chairman.

may
and

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA:

1. Active membership* in GLPA for ten or more consecutive
years.
2. Active membership* in GLPA for five or more consecutive
years with substantial contributions in at least two of
the categories listed below.
a. Serving GLPA in elective offices, appointed
chairmanships, committee work, and/or conference
planning.
b. Relevant and significant publications and/or
conference paper presentations.
c. Active involvement in stat~ and local planetarium
organizations.
d. The development and communication of innovative
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of
benefit to the general membership.
'3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLPA Code
of Ethics for the Planetarium Profession.

*

Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has
attended a majority of state and regional GLPA meetings.

The Executive Committee will vote to
upon nominated individuals on the
qualifications.
"

confer FELLOW status
basis of the above

G. Robert Thomson
GLPA Membership Chm.
The Vollbrecht Planetarium
19100 Filmore

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:

southfield, HI
15

48076
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li ELLOW OF
GLPA
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NAME OF NOHINEE:
I NSfI' I TUTION:

ADDRESS:
_ _ _ _ _ _ ._ _ _ _ _ _ S'fA'rE _ __

CITY:

ZIP _ _ __

CRITERIA REQUIRED:

1. Years of membership in GLPA from

to present.

H Yrs.

2. GLPA and state conferences attended ('fear & Location).

J, GLPA

INVOLV~MENT:

elective offices held, committe chairmanships,

cooonittee memberships, conference host/planning.

4. PUBLICA'l'IONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESENTED -

Include dates.

INCLUDE DATES

5. O'fUER PROI.'ESSIONAL AClIIEVEMEN'l'S AND CONfl'RIBUTIONS.

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.
NOM! NA'l'ED BY:

DA'l'E:
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Great Lakes Planetarium Association

HONORARY
L I F E MEMBER
In recognition of a member's significant career contributions to planetarium education and the Great
Lakes
Planetarium Association
(GLPA),
the Executive
Committee
will consider candidates for HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet
the qualifications listed below.
Any member in good standing with the GLPA may nomi na te a
candidate by submitting an application and
supporting
documents to the membership chairman.
CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP:
1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be
nominated on the basis of:
a. The number of years of membership in the GLPA.
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLPA.
c. Professional ac~omplishments in astronomy and
planetarium education.
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium
organizations.
2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired
from fulltime planetarium education.
The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the
above qualifications.
An Honorary Life Member will have
full membership privileges far life and will be exempt from
dues.
Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive
recognition and a cer~ificate of their membership status at
the annual Armand Spitz banquet.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO:

G. Robert Thomson
GLPA Membership Chm.
The Vollbrecht Planetarium
19100 Filmore
Southfield, MI
48076
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NAME OF NOMINEE:
INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:

S'l'A'rE _ _ _ ZIP _ _ __

CITY:
CRITERIA REQUIRED:

1. Years of membership in GLPA from _______ to present.

H

Yr~.

2. GLPA and State conferences attended (Year & Location).

3. GLPA INVOLVEMEN'f: elective offices held, committe c:hairmanshlps,
cOlrunittee memberships, conference host/pldoniHg.
Include dates.

40 PUBLICATIONS AND/OR CONFERENCE PAPERS PRESEN'fED -

5.

O'fHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEtfEN'l'S AND CON'fRIBU'fIONS.

Please attach additional sheet3 if necessary_
NOHINA'rED BY:
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INCLUDE DATES.

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in
any way connected with the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of
the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $13
annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership should
be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretaryrrreasurer (address below).
This quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in
the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G,L.P,A. or its membership. Deadlines for contributions fall on the
15th of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below).
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planetariums, the sky is not the limit; the only
limits are those we place on ourselves.
It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve
you as your president for the last two years. I'd
like to thank the officers, committee chairs, and
others who served with me during my term, and to
wish Dan Goins, his team, and all GLPA
continuing success.

EDITOR1S
MESSRGE

PRESIDENT'S

rlllllllllll\\\\\\\\\

MESSAGE

~

,.a~

Steve Bishop
Congratulations and thanks to Dave Linton
and his staff at Parkland College for a job well
done in hosting our annual conference. All
participants (and especially those who have
hosted recent conferences) appreciate the amount
of work required to attend to all the details, from
motels and speakers to meals and name tags. The
conference was attended by 135 persons, the
largest turnout ever and a healthy sign for both the
GLP A organization and the regional planetarium
.community it represents. I know we all look
forward to next year's conference at the new
Space Quest Planetarium in Indianapolis, to be
hosted by Sharori Parker and her staff.
This is my last message to you in my term as
-GLPA president. In parting, allow me to try to
answer a question that has been put to me
repeatedly by planetarium professionals from
other parts of the nation and the world: "What
makes GLPA work so well?" It is true that our
region has some advantages over others in its
comparatively large number of planetariums and
small geographic size, but that's not the secret of
our success.
I think it comes down to this: a tradition of
service by our members. GLP A works because its
members make it work. We have a committee
structure that breaks up the work into manageable
pieces, and we have high expectations that our
officers, committee chairpersons, and other
members will do that work. We elect and select
these individuals not to honor them for past
accomplishments but to put their talents to work.
This tradition of service and high expectations
goes back to the beginnings of GLP A twenty-five
years ago, and I urge you to maintain it in the
future. Expect hard work and high achievement
from your elected officers, committee chairs,
fellow members and yourself. If you do, I firmly
believe that this organization and this profession
can rise to new heights. For GLP A and for all

Bart Benjamin

Happy Holidays!
I too would like to commend Dave Linton and
his staff for a truly memorable and record-breaking GLP A Conference in Champaign, Illinois. A
few of the photographic highlights of the conference are included in this issue, along with $e
minutes of the Executive Committee and Annual
Business Meetings.
I'd also like to express my personal congratulations to Steve Bishop as he steps down as
GLPA president for an outstanding job well done,
and best wishes to Dan Goins as he assumes the
presidency in March. A interview with incoming
president Dan Goins appears on page 10.
I have a special request for my fellow State
Chairpersons -- one that I alluded to at the Annual
Business Meeting. Let's intensify our efforts to
attract small planetariums to the GLPA fold.
With many planetarians unable to leave their
one-person operation to attend conferences, we
can emphasize the many other benefits that GLP A
now offers, including publications such as the
Proceedings, Source Book, and GLPA Newsletter,
and the script and slide banks. In written letters or
telephone calls, remind your fellow planetarians
that GLPA can offer valuable ideas and tangible
benefits without ever leaving their planetariums.
Let's give it a try!

P.s.

The deadline for the Spring GLPA
Newsletter is Thursday, February 15th. Here's
wishing you Season's Greetings and best wishes
for a wonderful 1990!
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STATE
ILLINOIS

NEWS

n
'.

on March 14th.
The William StaerkeI Planetarium in
Champaign is now showing its own production
entitled Odyssey and the Cinema-360 film Arctic
Lights. In February, Flyers will replace Arctic
Lights and in March, Life Beyond Earth will
replace Odyssey.

l

l \.1I

Chairman:

Bart Benjamin
Cernan Earth & Space Center
River Grove
(708) 456-0300, ext. 408

INDIANA

State Meeting: Saturday, April 7
Elgin Planetarium and Observe
Elgin

Chairperson:

The Adler Planetarium in Chicago will
premiere its program Secrets of the Ancient
Skywatcher on January 2nd, and its children's
show Star Stories on January 6th.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton
College will premiere the Cinema-360 film The
Great Barrier Reefon January 5th~ and is
c0!ltinui?g its two laser light shows, one featuring
the mUSIC of U2 and the other featuring Pink
Floyd's "Dark Side of the Moon." The Ceman
Center will be purchasing anew, state of the art
laser system, which will be installed in March.
Joseph Schultz has been promoted to the
Technician position, replacing Phil Thistlethwaite
who was awarded a graduate fellowship from
NASA.
The Museum of Science and Industry's Henry
Crown Space Center will run the Omnimax film
To the Limit through January, and will open To
Fly on February 2nd.
The Lakeview Museum Planetarium in Peoria
recently presented an auditorium stage science
show Sensational Science -- the Physics of the
Space Age in conjunction with its planetarium
programming. Lakeview is currently presenting
Seven Wonders of the Universe, narrated by Burt
Lancaster. In January, Voyager at Uranus and
Neptune will premiere. In January, Bart
B.enjamin Will be the first of four planetarium
dIrectors to speak at the Lakeview Planetarium as
part,or its P~blic Lecture Series. Upcoming series
partlCIpants mclude Carl Wenning, Dave Linton,
and Joseph Chamberlain,
The Illinois State University Planetarium will
premiere First Light: The Space Telescope Story

Joanna Gordon
Washington Township Pim.
Indianapolis
(317) 259-5301

State Meeting: Saturday, April 21
Hudson Lake Elem. School
New Carlisle
Over the summer, the Merrillville
Commurrity Planetarium underwent renovation
Aging wooden cove boxes were replaced with .
custom-made sheet metal versions. A new control
sys~em was installed to' operate its special effects
proJectors. The Sky-Skan Spice system was
selected, utilizing its Universal Special Effects
Control System (USECS). The system consists of
an electronics rack, fourteen USECS boxes an
IBM compatible computer, and a manual cbntrol
panel. The project was paid for by the Merrillville
School Corporation.
Daniel Moran has joined the Koch
Planetarium in Evansville as a Science Assistant.
Dan had formerly been a student assistant at the
Davis and Elkins College Planetarium in Elkins
West Virginia. Former Science Assistant Mich~el
Heard has left the Planetarium to assume a
position in the schools.

MAILING LIST NOTICE
Occasionally, GLP A releases its
list to interested companies and
partIes. If you do not wish your name and
address released, please notify GLP A's
Secretary!freasurer Dave Parker.
me~bership
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STATE NEWS (cont.)
Chainnan:

MICmGAN

Dale Smith
Bowling Green State Universe
Bowling Green
(419) 372-8666

State Meeting: Saturday, April 28
University of Toledo
Toledo
Chainnan:

Rick Pirko is the new producer/technician at
Ward Beecher Planetarium in Youngstown. Their
current show is an in-house production entitled
Jupiter and Beyond -- Flight of the Voyagers.
Paul Zitko is the new planetarian at Firestone
High School in Akron. Welcome aboard, Paul!
Ritter Planetarium in Toledo is running two
winter programs, The Old Lights of Holiday
Nights for adults and their children's program,
Santa's Secret Star.
The Bowling Green State University
Planetarium is adding a winter show to its
schedule with the premiere of their own
production of Secret of the Star.
Rod Thompson of Mentor High School
hosted a CRAP meeting on November 27th and
Jeanne and Allan Bishop were hosts for a pot luck
get-together on December 9th.

Garry Beckstrom
Longway Planetarium
Flint
(313) 762-1181

State Meeting: Saturday, April 7
Longway Planetarium
Flint
Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will
continue to run The Secret of the Cardboard
Rocket as its children's show. Voyager
Encounters will run as its feature show in January
and February.
The Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids
will present First Light: The Space Telescope
Story in January and February. In March, they
will premiere their own production of Voyager
Expeditions. The staff at Chaffee are now trying
to decide on a new planetarium instrument for
their new facility, which is scheduled for
ground-breaking in late 1990 or early 1991.
Hurst Planetariwn in Jackson will present
Max's Flying Saucer in January and February and
First Light: The Space Telescope Story in March
and April.
The Longway Planetarium in Flint will
present their own program When Dinosaurs
Roamed through March. For the first time in 10
years~ the Longway Planetarium has a full-time
technician on its staff. The planetarium is now
gearing up for full operation after several years of
curtailed operation forced by budgetary
constraints.
The McMath Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills
will present Quasars: Sentinels of Infinity as its
feature show this winter.

omo

WISCONSIN
Chainnan:

Dave DeRemer
Charles Horwitz Planetarium
Waukesha
(317) 675-7521

State Meeting: Fri. & Sat., April 20-21
Madison School District Plm.
Madison
Robert Allen from the University of
Wisconsin at La Crosse Planetarium presented the
Voyager 2 at Neptune program in November, and
will show his new Star of Wonder program in
December.
Dave DeRemer from the Charles Horwitz
Planetarium in Waukesha presented
We Came in Peace to public groups throughout
October and November, and will also present the
Christmas Star program in December.

[)
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GLPA BULLETIN BOARD
compiled by Bart Benjamin

1990 PLANETARIUM
SOURCEBOOK ADDENDUM
An incorrect phone nUmber for Shutan
Camera and Video (categories D, E, F, H, J, K, L,
0, R) was printed. The correct phone number for
Illinois residents is (312) 332-2000.
Orion Telescope Center (category 0) has
informed us that their new address is 2450 17th
Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95062. Their toll-free
telephone number remains the same.

ELECTION RESULTS
The results of the GLP A elections are as follows:
President-Elect
Dale Smith
Secretaryrrreasurer David E, Parker
LP.S. Representative Gary Tomlinson
Both GLPA bylaw amendments were approved.

CARL WENNING EARNS AWARD

GLPA AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Carl 1. Wenning was recently awarded the
Civil Service Merit Award from illinois State
University. This award is given to individuals
who "demonstrate sustained excellence in overall
work performance and exhibit initiative which
leads to improved operating efficiency."
Candidates must also "project a congenial and
supportive attitude toward faculty, staff, students,
and other university guests."
Congratulations, Carl!

Three members were specially recognized for
their contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium
Association at the annual conference in
Champaign.
Dale Smith and Bart Benjamin were each
honored as "Fellows of GLP A," and Nancy
Franklin was recognized for her many years of
service to the GLPA Newsletter.
Dale Smith has been a member of GLPA for 5
years, and has served GLPA as Ohio State
Chairman, GLP A Conference host, and 1988 and
1989 Conference Proceedings Editor. Most
recently, Dale was elected to become GLPA's
next President, to assume office in 1992.
Bart Benjamin has been a member of GLPA
for 5 years, and has served GLPA as Illinois State
Chairman, Conference Proceedings Editor for
1985, Proceedings co-editor for 1986 and 1987,
Publications Chairman, and GLPA Newsletter
Editor.
Nancy Franklin has been a member of GLPA
for 16 years and publisher of the GLPA
Newsletter during that entire length of time.
Nancy Franklin and Gary Kutina will relinquish
their publishing responsibilities following the
summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter.
Congratulations, Dale, Bart and Nancy!

GARY SAMPSON SELECTED FOR
PROJECT SPICA
Gary Sampson, Wauwatosa West High
School Planetarium, was selected as one of 25
astronomy teachers from throughout the United
States to attend the Project SPICA Workshop last
summer.
SPICA is a National Science Foundation
supported program that trains astronomy resource
teachers to do workshops geared toward
improving astronomy education among
elementary and middle school teachers. The
Project is sponsored by the HarvardSmithsonian Center for Astrophysics in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Congratulations, Gary!

1990 GLPA CONFERENCE DATES SET

CmCAGO DEPARTURE FOR IPS
CONFERENCE?

The 1990 GLP A Conference will ~v held
October 10-13, 1990, according to host Sharon
Parker from the Space Quest Planetarium in
Indianapolis. Mark your calendars!

IPS representative Sheldon Schafer had been
investigating the possibilities of a Chicago group
departure for the 1990 IPS conference in Sweden.
At the GLP A Conference in Champaign, fewer
than the required 25 expressed in such a venture.
One last chance -- if :rou are interested in a
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PLANETARIUM SOUNDTRACK
AVAILABLE

BULLETIN BOARD (cont.)

Outer Realms, a show previously produced by
the Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, is an anthology of three science fiction
stories. The soundtrack of this production is now
available to other planetariums. For more
information, please contact the Chaffee
Planetarium.

Chicago departure for the IPS Conference next
summer, please contact Sheldon Schafer at (309)
686-7000 immediately!
All other inquiries regarding travel to the IPS
Conference (from Baltimore or New York) should.
be directed to Louise Beary; Sigmund Travel""
Bureau, Inc.; 262 S. 12th Street; Suite 206;
Philadelphia, PA 19107. Her phone number is
(215) 735-0090.

CRANBROOK INSTITUTE TO OPEN
SPACE SIMULATOR
Cranbrook Institute of Science in Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan is scheduled to open a new space
science simulator in January. Modeled somewhat
after the Challenger Center, this simulator will be
available for groups and schools. If you'd like
additional information, please contact Jeff Bass at
Cranbrook's McMath Planetarium.

1990 ASTRONOMY DAY IS SET
The next annual Astronomy Day will be held
on Saturday, April 28,1990.
To obtain a 120-page handbook of
Astronomy Day suggestions, please send $5.00
plus postage (Le. $2.00 in the U.S.; $3.00 for
surface mail outside the U.S.; and $5.00 for
airmail) to Gary Tomlinson; Astronomy Day
Coordinator; Chaffee Planetarium; 54 Jefferson,
S.E.; Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
To obtain free rules and entry forms for the
Astronomy Day Award, please send a
self-addressed, stamped legal size envelope to the
same address.

SPITZ TO CONSTRUCT SPACE
VOYAGER IN CHARLOTTE, N.C.
Spitz, Inc. is pleased to announce tllat it has
entered into an agreement with Science Museums
of Charlotte, Inc. to provide a Space Voyager
planetarium for the soon-to-be-constructed
Charlotte Observer Omnimax Theater and Kelly
Planetarium.
Scheduled for completion in early 1991, the
new Space Theater will be the centerpiece of a
multi-million dollar expansion of Discovery
Place, a popular, hands-on science museum
located in downtown Charlotte. Discovery Place
will be the site of the fourth Spitz Space Voyager
system.

GLPA 25TH ANNIVERSARY ARTICLES?
1990 will mark the 25th anniversary of
GLPA. To commemorate this very special year,
the editor would like to publish a series of articles
celebrating this achievement. If you have any
ideas for articles or other ways to celebrate this
anniversary via the GLPA Newsletter, please
contact Bart Benjamin (address on the GLPA
Newsletter masthead).

EARTH SCIENCE EXAMINA nON
NEEDS YOUR INPUT
The American Geological Institute (AGI) and
the National Science Teachers Association"
(NSTA) are again asking the earth science
education community for assistance in developing
the second edition of the AGI/NSTA Earth
Science Examination, the first edition of which
was published in 1988. This multiple-choice high
school level examination provides teachers with a
tool for evaluating student achievement and
program design in the earth sciences.
For more information on how you can
participate, please write AGI/NSTA Earth
Science Examination, National Center for Earth
Science Education, American Geological
Institute, 4220 King Street, Alexandria, VA
22302 before February 15, 1990.

1986 & 1987 PROCEEDINGS UPDATE
Everyone entitled to the 1987 Merrillville
Proceedings should already have a copy of this
publication.
I have now completed the proofreading,
typesetting, and page layout for the 1986
Cleveland Proceedings, and it is now at the print
shop in Bowling Green, Ohio, awaiting printing.
It should be sent to members in mid-December.
Special thanks to Dale Smith, his staff, and the
Bowling Green State University print shop.
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IN MEMORY OF
AYNE VANDENBROOK
- November 7, 1989

It is' with great sadness that the planetarium staff at Illinois State University announces
the death of Ayne VandenBrook.
Ayne's affiliation with the ISU Planetarium began during the autumn of 1983 as a
freshman student lecturer. Moving from sky lectures to show production and presentation,
Ayne was a valuable asset to the planetarium. She helped handle the many extra Comet
Halley shows during the autumn and winter of 1985/86, often working late into the night.
Her efforts were entirely voluntary.
During her tenure at Illinois State, Ayne contributed more than 500 hours of service to
the community through the planetarium. She actively participated in developing a student
volunteer program at the planetarium. She also wasjnvolved with GLPA, having made
several presentations at the annual conferences in years past.
In the autumn of 1988, Illinois State University conferred upon Ayn~ the title of Bone
Student Scholar and included the rare additional accolade "with distinction." The title of
Bone Student Scholar is the highest honor paid by the university to undergraduates and is
used to recognize the brightest and most promising students. The award is granted in
recognition of scholarship, leadership, and community service. Ayne graduated Summa
Cum Laude in December, 1988.
As an undergraduate, Ayne was granted two six-month fellowships at Oak Ridge
National Labs in Tennessee. There she became deeply interested in environmental
chemistry and water pollution. This interest spurred her on to graduate study at the
University of Wisconsin, where she had remained until most recently.
Ayne was deeply involved in the Twin City Amateur Astronomers club of
BloomingtonlN ormal and, even with a severe congenital eye defect, was able to complete
all the observations necessary to receive the Astronomical League's Messier Certificate.
Ayne was a person who developed all of her talents to the fullest and gave of herself
without reservation. To all who knew her, Ayne was a real joy. She was consistently
cheerful, optimistic, and wonderful to be around. Her smile will be deeply missed.

Carl J. Wenning, Director
Physics Department Planetarium
Illinois State University
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GLPA ARTICLES
BOOK REVIEW

between astrologers are made using the same
astrological data. Even the fact that astrology has
remained unchanged in the face of hundreds of
years of astronomical advancement, including the
discovery of new planets (an obvious effect on
anyone's horoscope), would seem to make the
most ardent follower skeptical.
Culver and Ianna become progressively
bolder in their criticism of the claims of astrology,
culminating in a challenge to any astrologer to
demonstrate the validity of their craft in an
objective way by passing anyone of ten
controlled tests (p. 210-211).
Astrology: True or False? is probably the
most comprehensive source for refuting the
claims of astrology. The Astronomical Society of
the Pacific has selected it as one of the ten best
books in 1988. The test is well documented, with
the end of each chapter containing the referenced
material.
My criticisms of the publication are few and
somewhat secondary to the overall contribution of
the book to the field of astronomy. But it would
seem that the publishers could have invested a bit
more in the quality of the publication. The
binding is glued and my copy is already worn and
pages falling out. Line drawings are somewhat
oversimplified and the photographic reproduction
is poor. The authors also claim that the text is
updated. However, I find most of the update in
the form of an epilogue (Chapter 16) at the end of
the book. Although Culver and lanna do present
current topics, such as Nancy Reagan's serious
use of an astrologer, other examples and
illustrations in the book could obviously be
updated.
Nonetheless, Culver and Ianna have produced.
a concise but comprehensive treatise exposing the
unfounded precepts of astrology. If not before
then certainly after reading Astrology: True or
False? the answer to the title is obvious to
anyone. It provides all the needed ammunition to
refute astrology on scientific grounds. Due to the
high profile that planetarium directors have as
spokespersons in the area of astronomy, we would
all do well to have this book as part of our library.

Alfred J. Fleming, Ph.D.
Director, Strickler Planetarium
Olivet Nazarene University
Kankakee, IL 60901
Astrology: True or False? A Scientific
Investigation (updated edition)
Robert B. Culver and Philip A. Ianna
Prometheus Books
Buffalo, NY; 1988; 228 pages; index; paperback
$13.95
Culver and Ianna make a strong case for the
need to seriously address the pseudoscience of
astrology. The authors successfully do just that in
Astrology: True or False?
The scientific community has for too long
ignored the claims of astrology or, at most, looked
at them with either amusement or disgust. In fact,
Culver and Ianna tell of being criticized by
colleagues for "wasting their time" in writing this
book, By not challenging the claims of astrology
on scientific grounds, this subject has been
allowed to gain unwarranted respect. It is ironic
that the most technologically advanced society in
history has been duped by such baseless claims as
those in astrology.
Astrology: True or False? is a revision of The
Gemini Syndrome: Star Wars of the Oldest Kind
published in 1979. The book addresses basic
concepts in both astronomy and astrology and
integrates the subjects in a way understandable to
almost any reader.
The authors, although clearly stating in the
preface their attempt to disprove astrology,
present a balanced picture of the world of
astrology. Culver and lanna do an excellent job of
discrediting the claims of astrology (e.g. the
famous "Twenty Year Sequence" of U.S.
presidential deaths and the fact that no astrologer
predicted the stock market crash of 1987). One
amusing graphic shows that the gravitational
force acting on a child at birth is six times greater
by the attending physician (and 500 times by the
hospital building!) than the planet Mars, thus
disproving any significance to planetary
alignment and therefore any horoscope
predictions. The evidence against astrology are
also strengthened when the authors show
numerous cases where opposite predictions

t
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GLPA ARTICLES (cont.)

AN INfERVIEW WITH
INCOMING PRESIDENf
DAN GOINS
conducted by Bart Benjamin
At exactly 3:19 p.m. CST, on March 20, 1990,
the responsibilities of GLP A president will
officially be transferred from Steve Bishop to Dan
Goins. Recently, I had the opportunity to ask our
incoming president a number of questions about
his background and his thoughts about GLPA and
its future. Here are my questions and his replies.

Q: Aren't your bachelor's and master's degrees
in general science and invertebrate zoology?
What prompted you to pursue a career in the
planetarium field?
A: I like all areas of science. I have always
wanted to know how things work. I want to know
why things are the way they are. A general
science degree allowed me to get a double degree.
I chose biology for the second major. This gave
me a wide view of the sciences. In graduate
school, I was not permitted to get a double major,
so I majored in invertebrate zoology.
I learned of planetariums in school through
David Parker. He had a planetarium near
Kokomo. I had been teaching general science for
several years and had been including some
astronomy as part of the class. I saw that in a
planetarium you could reach kids of all ages. It
looked like a great way to teach science, and it is.

Q: What have you found most rewarding and
most frustrating about the planetarium field, now
that you've been in it for awhile?
A: I think one of the most rewarding things about
being a planetarium director is that the kids like
coming to the planetarium. They are so receptive
to the environment that it makes it easy to cover
the material. It is also rewarding to know that the
kids are getting good science. This is also true for
the adults who attend the public shows.
A very frustrating thing for me is the fact that
I have no budget. Whatever I get in the way of
equipment or supplies has to be chiseled out of the
high school science department budget. This is
not an easy task!

Q: Do you see any major new directions or

special projects for GLPA to pursue in the next
few years?
A: I don't know if it is a major change or not, but
I would like for GLP A to embrace the inflatable
planetariums. Many people involved are new to
planetariums. Many are new to astronomy. They
share a common problem in that they need ideas
on how to present programs in the domes. I
attended the P.O.P.S. institute this past summer,
which was aimed at this problem. Many of those
present were not aware of the challenges of
presenting materials in the planetarium. In many
ways they are like I was when I began, especially
in support equipment in the dome. We could
include sessions for the beginners and those with
very low budgets.

Q: Any philosophical comments about the role
of the planetarium and the status of science
education in our society?
A: We must strive to present science as
accurately and enjoyably as possible. Science has
to be made as relevant as we can make it. It has to
be understandable to the group we are presenting
the material to. Planetarians are in the enviable
position to be able to do all of these things.
Hopefully, we can keep the "I want to know
more" spirit of the younger kids alive through the
grades. When they get to high school, then they
will want to take science classes rather than "have
to take science."

Q: Do you have any other statements or
additional information about yourself or the
Association that you'd like to direct to the GLP A
members at this time?
A: As president, I welcome any ideas the
members have that will make GLP A even better
than we already are. (I have already received
some suggestions). One idea that I had in mind
was also sent to me in the mail. (Gre~t minds .. ?)
This concerns the issue of the inflatable
planetarium, as described before. We could have
summer workshops and/or institutes for our
members. Gary Tomlinson had some good
thoughts along these lines.
GLPA is a very good organization. We are
very strong in helping each other. The sharing of
our "secrets with each other is very healthy. This
is one of the first things I noticed when I attended
my first conference. I continue to hear this from
new members. I am excited to be president of
GLPA. I am also humbled that a person with a
very small planetarium can be expected to lead
such a great group of friends.
II

PROFILE OF GLPA MEMBERS
Excerpted from a paper and presentation by David E. Parker
Everyone's talking about the success of GLPA. Steve Bishop remarked about it in his
final President's Message (see page 3), other regional planetarians commented about it at
the annual conference in Champaign, and membership numbers alone suggest that GLP A is
the most "happening" planetarium as~ociation around. Who else has 135 peopl~ at their
annual conference? Who else regularly publishes a Conference Proceedings, Newsletter,
and Planetarium Source Book? Who else has as extensive slide and script bank? Not
many, if any!
The success of GLPA was perhaps best summarized by David Parker in a paper that he
presented at the annual conference in Champaign. With Dave's permission, I have
reproduced a few of his graphs for the GLPA Newsletter. His complete paper will be
published in the Proceedings of the 1989 GLPA Conference. We should be very proud of
GLP A and its accomplishments!
The Editor
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. 10/18/89
PARKLAND COLLEGE, CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS
PRESENT: Steve Bishop, Pres.; Dan Goins, Pres.-Elect; Gary
Tomllnson, Past-Pres.; Bob Thomson, Memb. Comm.; David
Linton, 1989 Conf. Host; Sharon Parker, 1990 Conf. Host;
David E. Parker, Sec/Treas.; Bart Benjamin, Publ. Comm.;
Sheldon Schafer, I.P.S. Rep.; Jerry Mansfield, Instr.
Mat.; Dale Smith, Publ. Comm. member; Barb & Gregg
Williams, Conf. Planning.
The meeting called to order was given by President
Steve Bishop about 11:30 A.M.
MINUTES -- The minutes of the last meeting, April,
1989, were approved as printed in the Newsletter.
David Parker distributed material he prepared for
conference registrants - letter and ballot, candidate and
by-laws information for the election, membership cards and
membership benefits.
FINANCIAL REPORT -- David read the financial report
for the 1988-89~1 year. (See the Annual Business
Meeting minutes for the fiscal year financial report).
David noted that mailing costs were for mailing dues
notices, Sourcebooks and membership cards to members,
Proceedings to those who joined after the bulk mailing,
recruiting of new members. general letters, and postage
bills submitted by committee chairs.
There was concern about the declining balance from
$4780 to $4046. GLPA had several publication expenses this
year. At the present time we cannot even pay for our
publications with the dues we're receiving.
Most conference papers will be typed, reducing the
transcription costs. The GlPA assets have been growing
over the last few years because the publications have been
lagging behind. Now that the publication schedule is
catching up, the assets will go down.
The treasurer's report was accepted as presented.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS -- Steve reviewed the
amendments to be voted on at the annual business meeting.
Gregg recommended a future change in the by-laws in
Section 3 from "Individual" to "Regular" membership
because members in that category can include schools,
businesses, companies, museums, etc., and not just
persons. Other wording in the section will be changed.
Steve clarified that we cannot create a membership
category which excludes some people and admits others. As
a practice, we now admit schools, businesses, museums,
etc., as individual members.
Gregg made a motion that we amend Article 3, Section
2, paragraph At to say exactly the same as what we have
under Section 2, paragraph 0, assuming it is approved.
except for replacing the word "Sustaining" with the word
"Regular." As an amendment. this would have to be printed
in the Newsletter before the next annual business meeting.
The motion was seconded by David. Motion carried.
ELECTION -- The slate of candidates and by-law
revislons were printed in the Newsletter and given to all
conference attendees. The election will be Saturday.
.
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE -- Steve proposed that someone
be apPolnted to develop contributions to both publications
and conferences, advertising, and other financial support
above membership dues that we have relied on in the past.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE -- Bob said that membership was
up again thls year. Davld reported 239 members for last
year, 218 in 1988; an average increase of 12% per year
since 1984. Membership has increased 117% since 1980.
Bob reported that Bart Benjamin and Dale Smith were
nominated for the FELLOW of GlPA award by David Parker. A
motion to accept the nominations was seconded and carried.
If the proposed by-law amendments are approved, the
brochure will need to be re-done. Bob will be willing to
revise and reprint the membership brochure. He suggested
that letters be sent to companies and businesses to make
them aware of Sustaining or Patron membership. Each can
choose the level of membership they desire, if any.
The dues for these two levels, $50-199 for Sustaining
and $200 or more for Patron have been set.
C
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It was agreed to change the brochure to a higher
quality paper, a coated or glossy paper. Bob could do the
typesetting and have his school do the printing.
The brochure should list the membership categories
and the benefits for each. Suggestions for revisions and
changes on the brochure were made. Bob will draft and
distribute the re-design~d brochure to the Executive
Committee memhers before the next meeting in the spring.
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE -- Bart is now using desktop
publishing for printing the Newsletter. Two issues are now
12 pages or less; two are more than 12 pages.
David asked how Nancy Frankli~'s retirement will
affect the printing and distribution of the Newsletter.
Bart replied that Dale at Bowling Green will be able to
produce and mail the Newsletter.
David suggested a special recognition for Nancy. Dan
suggested an appropriate plaque. All agreed and Steve will
make the presentation at the banquet.
Bart showed a copy of the 1987 Proceedings that has
just been mailed out to 1988-89 members.
Bart did the typesetting and graphic work and Dale
Smith did the printing. They were mailed because it was
less expensive than distributing some at the conference
and mailing the rest by book rate.
The 1986 Proceeding will be 50 pages long; the 1987
edition was 78 pages; 1988 was 131 pages.
There was some discussion about the blossoming size
and cost of the Proceedings. The 1988 Proceedings cost
about $2000 for the transciption, printing and mailing.
The 1989 edition will have 70% more papers but by using
smaller type will only be about 10% longer. Transcription
costs will be higher because there are more invited
papers. The cost will be about $3000.
Using abstracts or not including all of the invited
papers would be ways to cut back and save some money.
Sheldon said it would lessen the value and negate the
purpose. It was agreed to print the full text of the
papers in double columns and a small typeface. Dan and
Gregg would like to add new financial backing rather than
diminsh the Proceedings, especially now that we are on a
timely publishing schedule.
Dale asked if a requirement should be made that all
presented papers at the conference be accompanied by a
printed text. About 90% already are. It was left optional.
Steve suggested that. considering the number of
things we do and the number of dollars involved, we
investigate the construction of an association budget.
Each committee would then know their constraints.
Bart said that he was unsure of the status of the
TIPS booklet for pronunciation by Don Tuttle.
Bart mentioned that at some time we should discuss
the whole issue of advertising and the possibility of
having a person appointed to work on marketing GLPA
publiations and activities and obtaining sponsorships.
Gregg and Barb said that the 1990 Sourcebook has been
printed and will be distributed at the conference. It has
76 pages and a 70% increase in the number of companies
listed. There is no charge for listing and no company
listings were made unless forms are returned. Sharon said
she would like to see more companies listed if it is truly
going to be a sourcebook. Gregg replied that the companies
are the sources for the information to be put in the book.
The total cost for the 1990 Sourcebook was about $1300.
When Steve was at the I.P.S. Council meeting at
Athens, he presented a paper on the Sourcebook and
Proceedings as new vehicles of communications within the
organization and a service that other organizations might
wish to emulate.
Steve mentioned that I.P.S. expressed interest in
distributing the sourcebooks to its members, but they had
too many other financial obligations.
Gregg said that the pre-publication price (offered to
companies that listed) was $6.00. Our selling price, which
will be higher, has not yet been established.

Another edition will not be compiled for at least two
years. We can continue to work with others in arranging
possible distribution.
Sharon mentioned that a sub-group was formed at the
last I.P.S. meeting to develop materials for institutions
interested in building new planetariums. Ken Wilson, who
is overseeing the coordination of a sourcebook, is aware
of our publication and expressed interest in the idea of
distributing the SourceboQk. Gregg said that he sees the
sourcebook as an excellent companion to the popular I.P.S.
Directory and it could be a valuable resource to anyone in
the planetarim community.
Steve said that his intent in bringing up the idea of
marketing and development is not to sell our publications
to other regional and individuals at a significant profit,
but to increase the volume so that we can cut production
costs and open the door for more effective advertising.
Gregg said that we do our projects as a service to our
membership but a wider distribution would be welcome.
Gregg would like to see GLPA use ads and mailings in
a more aggressive promotion of its publications. We should
establish prices and encourage all in the planetarium
field to use our publications. This task should not fall
on the publications chair who has other duties.
Gregg said that publications could to be divided
between three people: (1) deciding what to publish and
doing the printing; (2) advertising, promoting and selling
copies; and (3) collection of money and distribution of
copies. He also said we need to look at our structure as
an organization. He made a motion that the Executive
Committee direct the President to take a look at our
present committee structure and decide if reorganization
is needed and propose the same at the spring meeting.
He said the Instructional Materials, Education, and
Publications Committees possibly have changed over time
with many of their functions now overlapping.
The motion was seconded. Sheldon said that many of
the things Gregg described would not take committee
reorganization but redefining of their duties. Gregg's
motion was voted on and carried. Dan and Steve~ the
incoming and outgoing GLPA Presidents, respectively, will
work together on a proposal.
Steve will look at our requirements for marketing and
developement to see if they can fit within the current
committee structure. The marketing aspect will require a
big committment on someone's part to make contacts. It
would be too much for those already involved. Gregg said
the publications chair could possibly oversee that duty,
but if the development position is significantly valuable,
it should be represented on the Executive Committee.
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS -- Jerry reported that he
will be stepping down from his committee chair position
due to his added duties at the museum and planetarium.
Gary pointed that committee chairs run concurrent
with the preSident. Dan, as incoming President, will need
to appoint the committee chairs that he desires.
Jerry also reported that he has obtained a new lens
for the slide copfer at a cost of $337. A Yashica camera
body has been donated to GLPA.
INTERNATIONAL PLANETARIUM SOCIETY -- Steve reported
on the l.P.S. Council meetlng in Athens. As per by-laws,
GLPA paid 1/3 of his expenses. John Pogue was elected as
Pres.-Elect; Gerry Mallon, Exec. Sec. and Mark Petersen,
Treas. Three people from the GLPA area, Bob Allen, Dave
Hoffman and Don Tuttle, were selected as Fellows of I.P.S.
Gary Tomlinson and Katherine Becker's index of articles on
planetariums will be published as an I.P.S. special
publication. The British Association of Planetariums said
they have succeeded in getting astronomy as part of their
national curriculum from primary grades on up.
Sheldon reported that travel arrangements to the
Borlange' confernce for people in the midwest would be
less expensive if a group of 25 or more could travel from
Chicago to Stockholm and return from Frankfurt. There is a
21 day maximum limit on the Chicago flight.
Sheldon will conduct a short survey of the membership
at the annual meeting regarding the I.P.S.
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Steve mentioned the two proposals that have been
received for the 1994 I.P.S. conference from Cocoa and
Portland. Discussion followed concerning each facility.
CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE -- Gregg discussed
documents he has produced that outline what is expected of
conference hosts and what they can expect from GLPA. Last
year, Youngstown, Ohio, sent a standing invitation to host
a conference, but no date has been set.
Conference evaluations will gather responses about a
variety of issues relate~ to the conference. The members
wi 11 comp 1et~ the forms on the 1as t day.
David Linton said that registration was 135. "Artie
lights" a movie which has not been viewed by the public
in the U.S., will be shown. He discussed the speakers for
the conference. Public lectures and press conferences have
been scheduled for Phillip Klass and Rand;; Wessen.
Presentated papers are taking a larger part of the
conference. Dale said meetings with large numbers of
papers have parallel sessions with short presentations
rather than cut papers or extend the meeting. Dan
suggested limiting papers, but Parker said that parallel
sessions would ensure that all papers would be presented
and, therefore, you could read them in the Proceedings.
Linton asked if corporate show presentations were
proper. Sharon said that although it is advertising. it
also provides'useful, interesting information. Gregg said
he likes to see those shows at the conference to help make
choices, A variety of options were discussed.
Linton complimented conference planning (Gregg and
Barb) and the last host (Dale) for their assistance. He
was awed at the number of constantly changing details.
There is free-form time in the schedule for script
and slide reviewing, exhibits, visiting meetings for new
member orientation, portable planetariums and future state
chairs and state meeting hosts.
The conference planning committee is trying to assist
states in being a more functional part of GLPA activities.
The state caucuses will be on Friday.
The Children's Museum, Indianapolis, will host the
1990 conference Oct. 10-13. They will probably use the
Sheraton Meridian Hotel' near the museum. Sharon has made a
few preliminary plans, but nothing firm yet; she has been
planning on their opening. They might focus on the theme~
liThe Next 25 Years", looking ahead at new technologies and
sciences, as well as looking back at the history of GLPA.
The 25th anniversary committee of GlPA will be planning
activities that will also playa part in the conference.
Dan suggested the possibility of extending the
conference through Saturday since the 25th anniversary
activities will take up part of the conference time.
Sheldon commented that it would be easy to do since
Indianapolis is such a central location.
Sharon asked about the idea of a swap shop - trading
and swapping motors, parts, etc. Steve said people might
have trouble trading things that belong to their schools.
Sharon said schools may give permission to sell items.
Sheldon noted that our conference dates are posted in
the Planetarian and provided to editors of the other
regional newsletters in order to avoid conflicts with
their conferences.
OTHER BUSINESS -- Sheldon said that our dues need to
be rarsea-due to lncreases in our publication costs. We
provided more that $23 worth of publications to members
last year. Dues were last raised in 1982 from $10 to $13.
Costs other than publications such as postage, travel to
spring meeting, insurance» and supplies are also going up.
A raise in dues would ~dke affect next year. Sheldon made
a motion that the annual dues be raised to $20. Seconded.
Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:17:46 P.M.
t
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Respectfully submitted,

[)CL~~/;t· f(.{tfic,u
David E. Parker
Secretary/Treasurer

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, 10/21/89
PARKLAND COLLEGE, CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS
The call to order was given by Pres. Steve Bishop.
The minutes of the last meeting, held at the
Bowling Green conference in October, 1988, were printed
in the Newsletter following that meeting. A motion was
made and seconded to approve them. Motion carried.
David Parker read the financial report as follows:
RECEIPTS:
GLPA Dues ................... $
1988 Conference .......... , ..
Conference Lapel Pins.......
Publications..... ...........
Checking Account Interest...
Donations...................
TOTAL RECEIPTS---------> $
EXPENDITURES:
Newsletter printing ......... $
Newsletter postage..........
GLPA postage.... ... .........
Publications:
1987 Proceedings..
342.21
1988 Proceedings .. 1947.16
1989 Sourcebook...
567.00
1990 Sourcebook... 313.82
Total publications ........
Lapel Pins.......... ........
l iabil ity insurance.........
1988 Conference ......... ~...
State meeting...............
Executive Committee travel..
LP.S. Representative tr,avel
Filing Cabinet - balance....
Supp 1i es. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Treasurer bond..............
Non-profit annual report....
Bankini char~es .•.....•. '...
TOT [ EXP NDITURE5-----> $

2873.00
1771.52
285.00
218.00
71.20
11.00

5229.72

557.64
388.56
229.80

3170.19
292.00
257.00
285.00
29.00
268.70
471.67
86.00
78.32
50.00
10.00
15.00

6188.88

Checking Checking Account Balance 10/1/88 ... $
Summary: ADD Total Receipts .................. +
ADD Transfer from Savings ........... +
TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SUBTRACT Total Expenditures ••.....•. Checking Account Balance 9/30/89 $

246.86
5229.72
1000.00
6476. 58
6188.88

top-quality Proceedings, the Sourcebook, other special
publications, more support for state meeting and
conferences, etc. The net result is that our assests
are declining - we're spending more than we are taking
in. Annual dues have been at $13 since 1983. In light
of our dec 11 ni n9 asses ts,.. the Execu ti ve Commi ttee is
recommending an increase ih dues from $13 to $20 per
year beginning 'with the 1990-91 membership year.
Student dues will remain at one/half the regular dues.
Jeanne Bishop ~sked if there was ~ similar reduced rate
for retirees. Steve replied that at the present time
there was no reduced rate for retirees. but if the
membership wishes, a constitutional ammendment
providing for that reduction could be introduced and
voted on next year.
Sheldon Schafer moved that membership dues be _
raised from $13 to $20 per year. Seconded and carried.
Steve announced that the Executive Committee, in
an attempt to find new revenue sources to support a
part of the conference and association activities, has
directed the him to investigate the possibility of
creating a new position, as an officer or committee
chair, in charge of development. GLPA has opportunities
in its publications for advertising and other avenues
of support. Our new categories of membership
(Sustaining and Patron) will also require some
salesmanship and special attention. By developing other
sources of revenue, the full cost of all of our new
initiatives will not fallon our regular members.
BY-LAWS -- Steve reviewed the proposed
constitutional ammendments as they were published in
the fall Newsletter. They included the 'establishment of
the Patron and Sustaining levels of membership with
increased dues and benefits. Organizations which become
members have one vote and will designate their voting
representative upon payment of dues. Reimbursement of
state activities is currently limited to state and
multi-state workshops. Proposed expansion would include
meetings and other activities of benefit to members in
the states. The current limit of reimbursement ;s $50
per state each year.

ASSETS SUMMARY
10/1/88 9/30/89
287.70
---cfiecking Account ................ $ 246.86
Separate Fund Accounts .......... ~ 100.00
97.79
Savings Account ................. 4433.89 3660.91
TOTAL----------------------> $ 4780.75 4046.40

ELECTIONS -- Ballots for voting on constitutional
amendments and election of officers were distributed.
Dan Goins, President-Elect and chair of the nominating
committee intoduced the other members of the committee:
Dan Smith, Gary Tomlinson, and David DeRemer, The
candidates for offices are: Garry Beckstrom, Dale Smith
and Carl Wenning for President-Elect; Art Klinger and
David E. Parker for Secretary/Treasurer; Dayle Brown
and Gary Tomlinson for I.P.S. Representative. There
were no nominations from the floor.
Steve explained that the persons elected at this
meeting would take office at the next vernal equinox;
that is, the person elected as President-Elect this
year will assume that office in March, 1990, and will
become President in March, 1992, and serve two years as
Past-President from March, 1994, to March, 1996.
Jeanne Bishop, in complimented the nominating
committee and the candidates on their willingness to be
considered for office, urged those that are elected to
make use of the talents of those that are not elected.

A motion was made and seconded that the
treasurer's report be approved. Motion carried.
Steve pointed out that GLPA has been pursuing a
number of initiatives in recent years including the

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE-- Bob Thomson attributed the
recent growth of the GLPA membership to the active
participation of the members. He will be revising the
GLPA brochure and asked that any suggestions for

287.70

SEPARATE FUND ACCOUNTS:
0.00
Newsletter Postage ............ ,
,$
GLPA Gi ft Shop .......................
- 1.59
Printed Materials .................... . 98.83
Slide, Tape & Software Bank .•.........
0.55
TOTAl----------------------------> $ 97.79
0

••••

0

0

SAVINGS: Credit Union Balance 10/1/88 ... $ 4433.89
Withdrawal (to checking account} ..... - 1000.00
Interest Received .................... + 227.02
BA[ANCE--~----------------------> $ 3660.91
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changes be sent to him. Applictions for FELLOW of GLPA
and Honorary Life Member are available to any member.
David Linton asked Gary Lazich, Florida, to share
his comments about why so many people from far away
were attending the conference. Gary said that he has
been impressed for several years with the professional
appearance of the Proceedings that GLPA publishes each
year. He also suggested that the surge of planetarium
developement in the 1960'5 influenced several who are
now entering the planetarium field,
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE -- Bart Benjamin thanked
Barb and Gregg Williams for their effort in producing
the 1990 Sourcebook, a publication that is unique in
the planetarium field. He showed a copy of the 1987
Proceedings that has just gone out in the mail to
1988-89 members from the printing shop at Bowling Green
State University. Dale Smith will also be doing the
preparation and printing of the 1989 Proceedings which
will be sent to all current members.
The Newsletter is mainly made up of contributions
from members in various locations throughout the GLPA
area and Bart appealed to the members for articles,
comments, news items, job openings, etc. He also
expressed gratitude to Nancy Franklin for her dedicated
effort for many years in faithfully typing and printing
and distibuting the Newsletter. Bart noted that for
planetarians that are unable to come to the conference,
the part of GlPA that they see is the publication that
comes in the mail. We need to stress that GLPA is a lot
more than just the conference. A very valuable arm of
the association is publications that reach out much
farther than the conference.
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS -- Jerry Mansfield
encouraged everyone, including .new members, to take a
look at scripts, computer programs, audio and video
tapes and s 11 des that they cou 1d share wi th the
mated a 1s banks.
INTERNATIONAL PLANETARIUM SOCIETY -- Steve
reported on a successful trip to Athens in July to
attend the I.P.S. Council meeting in place of our
representative, Sheldon Schafer, who could not attend.
Steve brought back the report that many I.P.S.
members still need to pay their membership dues.
Results of the I.P.S. election of officers: John
Pogue, President-Elect; Gerry Mal10n 9 Executive
Secretary; Mark Petersen, Treasurer.
GLPA members recently selected as Fellows of
I,P.S. were Bob Allen, David Hoffman, and Don Tuttle.
An index of articles on planetariums produced by
Gary Tomlinson (GLPA) and Katherine Becker (GPPA) will
appear next year as an I.P.S. Special Publication.
Sheldon reported that Georgia Neff of Lakeview
Museum, Peoria, needs submissions of copyright free
Kodalith work for the Kodalith Corner in the
Planetarian publication.
Sheldon conducted a survey of the members present
in regards to future meeting sites, agendas, travel to
the 1990 meeting in Sweden, etc.
Approximately 40 GLPA members present plan to
attend the conference, but only about 20 would be
lnterested in a Chicago departure, not enough to form a
charter group.
Sheldon made available information about the
Sweden conference and costs, Jeanne mentioned that good
family programs have been added for the conference.
Survey questions about the 1992 conference in Salt
lake City were answered.
A poll of the members concerning a possible 1994
conference site was taken. Two invitations have been
received. One from Portland, Oregon, at the Oregon
16

Museum of Science and Industry, the other from Brevard
Community College, Cocoa, Florida. Comments about the
various advantages of each site were discussed. Most
were 'in favor of the Oregon site.
Gregg Williams suggested that I.P,S. consider
providing the Sourcebook for its members since it is a
good compliment to the I.P.S. Directory of members.
David DeRemer mentioned that the Planetarium Educator1s
Workshop Guide (I.P.S. Special Report #10) has a lot of
pertinent information and references in it and may
still be avai\able from the The Spaceshop, Strasenburgh
Planetarium. PrO. Box 1480, Rochester, NY 14603,
(Phone: 716 244-6060.)
CONFERENCE PLANNING -- Barb·Williams announced the
meeting sites and dates for the spring state meetings.
Michigan (state chair Garry Beckstrom) is planning to
meet in Flint or Cranbrook. No date has been set.
Illinois (state chair Bart Benjamin) will meet at Elgin
Observatory & Planetarium on April 7. Indiana (state
chair Joanna Gordon) will meet at Hudson Lake
Elementary School on April 21. Ohio (state chair Dale
Smith) will meet at the University of Toledo on April
28. Wisconsin-Minnesoto (state chair David DeRemer)
will meet at Madison Memorial High School on April 21.
Gregg Williams asked individuals in GLPA to
consider hosting their state meetings or serving as
state chairs. The Conference Planning Committee can
provide aid and support to people willing to serve in
these capacities.
Evaluations of the conference were distributed and
filled out by those in attendance.
OTHER BUSINESS -- Alan Pareis announced that his
new address is 904 Warren Street, Huntington, IN 46750.
Ken Perkins mentioned that the design for the GLPA
flag and the pins was done by Art Lusty's daughter and
he suggested that pins be sent to both of them.
He also suggested that a clarification be made
regarding participation of spouses at the conference.
He said that their meals would of course need to be
paid for, but he would like to see husbands or wives of
members encouraged to sit in on the sessions.
Jon Marshall asked if there was a feeling that the
date of the conference should be changed - referring to
the question on the evaluation regarding possible
change of dates of the conference to September or
November. Gregg replied that there may be a possibility
of a one-time change. Steve also said that conference
planners would like assurance that they are holding the
conference at the best possible time.
David Linton mentioned that there are other
regional associations that hold their annual
conferences in the month of October.
Dan Goins reported the results of the election:
President-Elect, Dale Smith; Secretary/Treasurer, David
E, Parker; I.P.S. Representative, Gary Tomlinson. Both
by-law amendments were approved.
Dan also announced that Dayle Brown will be
heading up a committee to give support to portable or
inflatable planetariums.
Everyone joined Dan with a standing ovation in
thanking Steve Bishop for the outstanding job that he
has done as GLPA President the last two years.
Steve expressed his gratitude to the officers and
committee chairs for the support that he has received
during his term as President.
A motion to adjourn was seconded and carried.
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David E. Parker, Sec/Treas.
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Conference host Dave
Linton makes an Illini
fashion statement.

Strolling violins and
a chorus added an
elegant touch to the
banquet.

Rabbi Brad Bloom offers
insight into the
"December Dilemma."

GLPA conferees Don
Tuttle, Jon Marshall
and Dale Smith share
ideas during a conference break.
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Sandy Hallock used balloons
and coins to educate and
entertain the conferees.

Conference host Dave Linton
and new President-Elect
Dale Smith.

Middle
IPS President Terence Murtagh
Left:
describes the concept of the
digital planetarium.
Bottom
Left: A record number of planetarians attended the conference
and enjoyed 40+ papers and
presentations.
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THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in
any way connected with the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of
the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20
annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence and requests for membership should
be addressed to: Mr. David E. Parker, Secretary!Treasurer (address below).
This quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in
the GLPA N ewsle«er are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A. or its membership. Deadlines for contributions fall on the
15th of February, May, August, and November. Send information to: Bart Benjamin, Editor (address below).
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