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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Jeanne Bishop 

I am writing this just after our "spring" Executive 
Committee meeting, which this year occurred on February 10. 
The reason for such an early meeting was the need to review 
details for the upcoming SEPA-GLPA meeting (order of 
regional initials to reflect that the meeting will be held in 
SEPA territory) at the University of Eastern Kentucky. 

Conference Chair Gary Tomlinson described the 
2001meeting at the fall GLP A business meeting in Chicago. 
Now, however, the details are more closely worked out, and it 
promises to be a wonderful event. Note that the joint meeting 
replaces the fall GLP A conference, much as we have had a 
couple of GLPA-MAPS meetings in Rochester in past years. 
By the time you read this you may already have your separate 
mailing from our 2001 conference host Jack Fletcher, 
providing complete information. Notice that there is one 
more day in this conference than for a GLP A meeting, with a 
reception, planetarium program and hospitality room on 
Tuesday evening, June 26, and the conference ending on 
Saturday, June 30, after a breakfast buffet, meetings and door 
prizes. In-between these dates there is room for many papers, 
vendor presentations, planetarium programs, talks, 
workshops, a constellation "shootout" (competition), and a 
Thursday afternoon/evening side trip to Shaker Village for 
touring and dinner. Dr. James Kaler will provide his 
customary outstanding "Astronomy Update" and John Stoke 
from Space Telescope Science Institute will give the Armand 
Spitz lecture. 

And laced through all these organized conference 
events will be great opportunities for informal discussions, 
this time with more people than usual. If you enjoy 
camaraderie involving people from a larger geographic range 
than the seven GLPA states (and perhaps do not have the 
ability to attend an IPS meeting, such as the excellent one last 
summer in Montreal), the joint regional meeting should be a 
refreshing situation. 

The price of all this is quite reasonable, including all 
meals and a motel rate of $55.00 per night single or double 
(with complete free hot breakfast, indoor pool, spa, fitness 
center). 

For a number of GLPA members, the summer 
conference will provide a more relaxed time frame than one 
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during the school year, when lesson plans must be made and 
school planetarium programs must be omitted from the 
calendar for several days. 

So please come, and consider giving a paper or 
poster paper. A poster paper may have just become a lot 
easier, thanks to the thoughtful situation initiated by Past
President Dan Francetic. You can prepare sheets of 
information that pack easily, and at the conference a re
useable poster board and push pins for your display will be 
available. See the article about poster papers elsewhere in 
this newsletter. Notice all of Dan's great ideas for posters and 
think of one that you might prepare. Sharing is at the heart 
of a good conference. 

(continued on page 7) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

The February 10th "spring" meeting of the GLPA 
Executive Committee underscored the fact that GLP A is an 
extremely strong and active organization. Please take a few 
minutes to read the minutes of this meeting (assembled in 
record time by Secretary-Treasurer Bob Bonadurer), which 
begin on page 18. 

This just in: GLP A has just learned that it will 
receive an $18,000 NASA IDEAS Grant from the Space 
Telescope Science Institute for the production of a new 
planetarium show, The Stargazer, which will be distributed 
by GLP A beginning in late 2002. Congratulations to Bob 
Bonadurer, who wrote the grant for this project and will co
write the planetarium show with Dave DeRemer and Dr. 
James Kaler. Dr. Kaler's latest book, The Little Book of 
Stars, serves as the inspiration for this new planetarium 
program. In the coming months, you will learn more details 
about this program as it develops and evolves. We members 
of GLP A now have yet another exciting project to look 
forward to! 

Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of 
the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2001. Please submit your 
facility reports to your State Chairs by mid-April. Thank you, 
and have a wonderful spring! 



STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 

Peoria's Lakeview Museum 
Planetarium announces that their 
third annual Interplanetary 5K 
Race/Walk will be held 9 a.m. April 
7th in Detweiller Park in Peoria. 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars 
will be set up to the scale of Peoria's 
Community Solar System for the 
event. The 5K racers will run from 
Mercury to Mars and back. There will 
also be a I-mile walk and a 0.5 mile 
Kid's Fun Run. The planetarium is 
currently presenting The Explorers of 

Mauna Kea, A Monthly S1<ywatch (what's up in the current 
sky and how to find it), and Where in the Universe is Carmen 
Sandiego through April. Saturday mornings feature a 
different school show each week, with a "make-it take-it" 
activity preceding each show. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will be running Spring Prairie Skies, 
The X-tra Terrestrial Files, GLPA's own Zubenelgenubi's 
Magical Sky, and the light show Louder Space to begin the 
spring. Summer matinees begin June 14. Zubee opened in 
late January and we are fortunate to have Tracy and Hydro in 
our lobby. Both are thrilled to pose for snapshots with our 
visitors! We are eagerly making plans to upgrade and 
enhance our antiquated MC-I0 automation system. 

This spring, the Cernan Earth and Space Center 
at Triton College in River Grove will feature More Than 
Meets the Eye, The Space Shuttle: An American Adventure, 
and The Great Barrier Reef as their earth and sky shows, Our 
Place in Space, Dinosaurs in Space and Rusty Rocket's Last 
Blast as their children's shows, and six different laser light 
shows. In January, the Cernan Center staff played host to the 
astronomy portion of the "Near and Far Sciences for Illinois" 
program. In early March, the Cernan Center welcomed 
astronaut Story Musgrave for its annual "Big Event" for 
members. In the spring the staff will host three "Solar 
System Educator Workshops" sponsored by JPL. 

The Christmas season at Olivet Nazarene 
University's Strickler Planetarium again brought the annual 
perfonnance of Story of the Star. Sold out and near capacity 
shows were the rule again this year. Strickler is now offering 
four shows to the public and education communities: Rusty 
Rocket, AmaZing Stargazing, Introduction to the Planetarium, 
and The Explorer~\'. The new installment in The Explorers 
line of fabulous programs will arrive soon. The adjacent 
observatory is also eagerly awaiting the new SBIG digital 
video camera, STV, which will be used on the Celestron-8 
and the observatory's Criterion 12-inch Newtonian reflector. 



Carl 1. Wenning, Director of the ISU Planetarium, 
tells a story that begins back in 1990 when he received a 
phone call from one of the radio stations in town asking him 
to determine whether or not the sky glow listeners had 
phoned in about was really the aurora borealis or northern 
lights. Interested in the possibility, he drove out into the 
country with his 5-year-old daughter, Rebecca. Immediately 
upon seeing the astral glow, Rebecca called out, "Hey, Dad, 
Look! It's dancing air!" Over ten years later, the ISU 
Planetarium is currently showing a program titled Aurora. 
This exciting new program explores the mysterious aurora 
borealis. Sky watchers are invited to come along and 
investigate the mysterious aurora that has interested and 
frightened people throughout the ages. 

The Waubonsie Valley High School Planetarium 
is continuing its monthly Friday evening public programming 
throughout the winter. January's program introduced the 
winter constellations through poetry. February's program will 
focus on the International Space Station and how observers 
can locate it in the sky. In January, the planetarium also 
played host to a teacher workshop through the "Near and Far 
Sciences for Illinois" program in conjunction with the Cernan 
Earth and Space Center of Triton College. This program 
provides training for Illinois teachers in the sciences of 
astronomy, geology and meteorology. 

Michael Smith has recently 
joined the staff of the Koch 
Planetarium in Evansville as Science 
Educator. Prior to his arrival in 
Evansville, Mike presented shows at 
the planetarium at Lycoming College 
in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Mike 
succeeds Richard Valentine, who 
resigned after five years at the 
southern Indiana planetarium and 
museum to complete his student 
teaching. Good luck Rich! This year's 

public shows in Evansville will included Night Lights 
produced by tlle Sudekum Planetarium, The Explorers from 
the Bishop Planetarium and Moon Witch produced the 
Indiana's favorite son, Bowen Productions. 

Keith Turner of Carmel High School Planetarium 
is engaged to be married in June. Congratulations Keith! Stay 
tuned for more details in the Summer Solstice issue - or 
come to the joint GLP A/SEP A Conference at the end of June 
and congratulate Keith in person. 

The E. C. Schouweiler Planetarium at the 
University of Saint Francis will begin showing The 
Explorer's of Mauna Kea in May. Alan Pareis' first 
production Star of Bethlehem 2000 aired in December and 
was well received. Alan would like to thank his many GLP A 
colleagues who provided help, advice, and encouragement. 
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Winter is finally 
over in Michigan! With 
the coming of spring, 
Michigan planetarians 
have a full schedule of 
programs to give, classes 
to teach, and renovations 
to plan. 

The Delta 
College Planetarium in 
Bay City is running both 
Brownie and Junior Girl 
Scout workshops this 
winter. They will also 

being doing "Scopes & Sky" workshop in conjunction Witll 
the Sunset Astronomical Society. During this program they 
will show people how to use their telescopes and what to look 
for in the sky. The public shows in January were Jack Frost 
and the Skies of Winter and Cosmic Perceptions. Their 
February shows included The Cowboy Astronomer and 
Follow the Drinking Gourd. For March, they showed More 
than Meets the Eye and Planet Quest 2000. In addition to all 
of these public shows, they continued to educate both 
elementary and secondary school groups as well as Delta 
College astronomy classes. 

The Henry Ford Community College Planetarium 
in Dearborn is happy to report that they have received new 
seats. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson 
presented Saving the Night, the SEP A mini show about light 
pollution, to visitors attending the Sugar & Shearing Festival 
within Ella Sharp Park where the planetarium is located. 
However, school visitations will continue to be their main 
focus until the school year ends in mid-June. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette presented 
Cosmic Dance in March and will show Dr. Einstein's 
Universe in April followed by Space Bus in May. 

The Robert T. Longway Planetarium in Flint is 
showing the Great Space Treasure Hunt from Calgary as its 
family show and WSKY: Radio Station of the Stars as its 
feature show on Saturday and Sunday. The GLPA show, 
Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky will open as their family show 
in April. The new Family Science Saturday activities 
continue with the Bubble Festival on April 7th. The space art 
exhibit "Visions of the Universe" featuring the works of Joe 
Tucciaronne will be on display during the summer in the 
planetarium's newly expanded lobby area. The Longway 
Planetarium will be closed beginning June 18th for the 
installation of a Digistar II. The reopening is set for late 
September. Welcome to the Michigan Digistar family! 

The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand 
Rapids is hoping for large attendance not only for the 
museum's "Star Trek: Federation Science" exhibit but also for 
the Star Trek planetarium show Orion Rendezvous, both 
running through September 3 rd. During the same timeframe, 



the planetarium will continue to show its current sky program 
as well as its evening laser light shows (as yet unnamed). 

The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield 
celebrated the new millennium with its 33rd year serving 
Northwest Detroit suburbs with a venerable Spitz A3PR star 
ball nestled between 69 upholstered seats under its 30-foot 
dome. Director and principal demonstrator Mike Best 
continues to offer regular Tuesday night programs, as well as 
private shows, from September through May. Mike's 
enthusiasm, stemming from a 55-year love affair with 
astronomy and his 26 years of lecturing helps fight an uphill 
battle with "less than capacity" audiences who've graciously 
given him the moniker "a blend of Carl Sagan and Robin 
Williams. " 

The Exhibit Museum Planetarium in Ann Arbor 
reports that a renovation could be in their future. Three 
options are currently being discussed, each of which would 
result in the addition of much needed space. In addition, a 
search committee is being formed to hire the Museum's first 
full-time, professional director. 

Abrams Planetarium in East Lansing will present 
the family program Follow the Drinking Gourd through mid
March followed by Bear Tales and Other Grizzly Stories until 
May. Their feature presentation through April is Milky Way 
Legacy. 

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium 
in Bloomfield Hills continues to offer a multitude of exciting 
and educational astronomy programming to school groups 
throughout southeastern Michigan. In addition, they are in 
the initial stages of producing their summer program Visions 
of an Infinite Universe as well as teaching a month long 
introductory astronomy course during April. The astronomy 
staff at Cranbrook will also be welcoming Rob Landis, 
Cassini Mission Controller, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
to Cranbrook's Sunday Brunch Lecture Series on March 11 tho 
The title of Rob's talk is "Update from the Cosmic Frontier: 
Progress on the International Space Station and the Future of 
Planetary Exploration." If you are in the area and would like 
to attend, check out the registration information at 
http://www.cranbrook.edu/learningllectures.html. 

A personal note from Gary Tomlinson: "I am having 
trouble with my e-mail. Some (but not all) messages being 
sent to gtomlins@triton.net are being bounced back to the 
sender. In some cases the sender is a listserv and in others it 
is an individual. At first when I contacted my ISP, they told 
me it was because I did not use the "approved" e-mail 
program. After some discussion, they finally agreed it was 
not my e-mail program because the messages were being 
bounced back before my e-mail program even had a chance to 
try and retrieve the messages. They said they would look into 
in. Several days later, I've received phone calls from at least 
one listserv moderator and one individual that have stated 
that my messages are still being bounced back. Now my ISP 
would like to know if the messages were sent as a reply or as 
a fresh message. They also want to know what the bounce 
back error message says. So, anytime you get a bounced back 
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message from me, send that message with its error statement 
to: support@triton.net. Thank you. 

Cheri Adams writes 
that the Boonshoft Museum 
astronomy staff in Dayton will 
be celebrating the vernal 
equinox in the dark! Their 
planetarium will be closed the 
last two weeks of March for the 
installation of a Digistar II 
system, replacing the Digistar 
that has been in use since the 
Caryl D. Philips Space Theater 

opened in October of 1991. A used Trax Sun Capsule 
heliostat purchased from the Royal Ontario Museum will also 
be installed this spring. Astronomy Day comes a week early 
in Dayton this year as the planetarium folk celebrate it on 
April 21st with their local amateur astronomy club, the 
Miami Valley Astronomical Society. 

Dick Speir reports from Sandusky that he's finishing 
a run of Hubble - Ten Years of Discovery and will soon dust 
off an oldie called Space Fantasies which came from Science 
Museum of Minnesota in St. Paul (the museum no longer has 
a planetarium). The show is a sampler of science fiction, 
including the Greek myth of Perseus and Andromeda, Buck 
Rogers, Orson Welles' Mars thriller, and finally Space 
Odyssey 2001. 

Aurora! (from the Minneapolis Planetarium) has 
been lighting up the inside skies at Bowling Green this 
winter. 

Youngstown State University honored one of its 
own at its winter 2000 commencement as it awarded Joe 
Tucciarone an honorary Doctorate of Science for his 
accomplishments in the field of science illustration and 
planetarium education. Joe also served as commencement 
speaker. 

The Edinboro University Planetarium, Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania (Greater Ohio) is running The Sky Above 
Mister Rogers' Neighborhood. This program was written by 
Fred Rogers and produced by the Buhl Planetarium. The 
Mister Rogers' Trolley guides participants young and old 
through the night sky as they learn about day and night and 
the Moon that belongs to "everyone!" David Hurd also uses 
the O-gauge layout running around the cove of the 
planetarium and a motorized trolley to direct guests through 
the Edinboro neighborhood. Other shows this spring include 
their popular train show, Riding the Rails, which highlights 
the history of rail transportation in northwest Pennsylvania 
and the role railroads played in the adoption of time zones in 
the United States. (It was the needs of railroad schedules that 
led to the creation of U.S. time zones in 1883.) 



The not-so-Iegendary though somewhat brave 
WIMPS will meet April 20-21 at Larry Mascott's Planetarium 
at the Mayo High School in Rochester, Minnesota. Contact 
Larry at (507) 285-8797 for the entire agenda. 

In Minneapolis, they're working on the pre-design 
for a new planetarium to open in 2006. Meanwhile they have 
produced a new original show for the young stargazers called 
Wish Upon A Star. Their show Honey I Shrunk the Solar 
System is playing in LaCrosse and Waukesha. These venues 
are also running Stardate: Ancient Horizons. 

Explorers of Mauna Kea will be playing in 
Minneapolis and Stevens Point. The Barlow Planetarium 
is running Buhl's New Cosmos, which features Arthur C. 
Clarke, and Wisconsin Skies. The Science Center of Iowa in 
Des Moines, Iowa is presenting Stardots and Moonbeams for 
the little scrapper, while Sudekum's Sam Snork and Iowa's 
Skies Tonight are also playing for older scrappers. 

With their 8-70 film capabilities, the Paulucci Space 
Theatre in Hibbing, Minnesota is running Alaska: Spirit of 
the Wild. They also have showing their original works 
entitled Icy Worlds and Whales and Dolphins. A new 
computer in the theater is also helping them do live 
presentations on the Hubble Space Telescope and 
International Space Station. 

Chris Janssen in Wausau is very busy starting with a 
name change - Wausau School District Planetarium and 
Multi-media dome. A Wausau highlight is the project Sky's 
the Limit (from a local grant). This is an integrated 
production featuring five constellations where kids work in 
the visual arts, music, poetry, and food! 

MAILING LIST NOTICE 

Occasionally, GLP A releases its 
membership list to interested companies and 
organizations. If you do not wish to have your 
name and address released, please notify GLPA's 
Secretary/Treasurer Bob Bonadurer. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

Begun last fall, Dan Francetic also is working on 
another important GLP A service, that will become one of 
Tips booklets. Dan is collecting completed teacher survey 
forms from all of us who send them. He now has about 200' 
we would like 2,000. A large sample should provide help i~ 
creating a rationale for any school planetarium to remain 
open if threatened with closing. The preliminary results show 
that planetarium visits make a real difference in learning and 
motivation in students. But only a large sample will be 
meaningful. Dan would like to have all the forms that will be 
included in his survey and resulting Tips booklet by April 15, 
but send others later if you get more. A number of GLP A 
members (including me) have had their planetariums 
threatened with closing for one reason or another. When a 
planetarian can provide evidence to administrators of strong 
planetarium effectiveness, the planetarium probably will 
remain open. Even if you have a museum or university 
planetarium situation, if you give K-12 programs, please 
distribute to teachers at these levels. If the programs occurred 
earlier this year and you did not yet distribute, please copy the 
form (in the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter) and send it 
to those teachers with a request to have it back in two weeks. 
Then send the forms to Dan (1143 Overlook Court, 
Pickerington, OH 43147). I also suggest that you duplicate 
copies for yourself. 

On a sad note, I want to let you know about the death 
of Dr. Jim Kaler's daughter Jill. Our hearts go out to Jim and 
his family. Jill's death was related to anorexia nervosa and 
Jim would like all of us to be aware of the help th;t the 
national organization (ANAD). Jim is working to increase 
understanding of this terrible disorder and requests that you 
be aware of his website: http://www.astro.uiuc.edu/--kaler/ 
Refer to it anyone you may know with this condition or one 
who knows someone having this condition. With a click at 
Jim's website, a person can be in touch with ANAD. You can 
help save a life. 

Dale Smith completed his term as IPS President on 
December 31. We congratulate him on the many things he 
accomplished during his two years in office. Dale has 
traveled to the "ends of the Earth," using his own money, to 
enlarge the organized planetarium movement. I know the 
many outstanding things he has done will bear fruit for many 
years to come. Thanks so much, Dale. 

And a continuing deep thanks to all people on the 
GLP A Executive Board, and others with official jobs, who 
make GLP A what some have called "the most organized 
regional in the world." 

I very much look forward to seeing "y'all" in June at 
the 2001 conference. Please join us. It's going to be terrific! 





BULLETIN BOARD 

Spring and Autumn State Meeting Dates 

State Meeting Coordinator Mary Schindewolf 
reports the following spring and autumn state meeting 
dates: 

Illinois: No spring 2001 meeting. Fall 2001 meeting at 
Strickler Planetarium of Olivet Nazarene University in 
Kankakee, date to be determined. 

Indiana: No spring 2001 meeting. Fall 2001 meeting at 
Goethe Link Observatory on October 19 & 20. 

Michigan: No spring 2001 meeting. Fall 200 1 meeing at 
Grand Rapids on Octber 19 & 20. 

Ohio: Spring 2001 meeting at Canton & Willmot on 
March 31st. Tentative fall 2001 meeting in Pittsburgh on 
October 12 & 13. 

Wisconsin/Minnesota: Spring 2001 meeting at 
Rochester on April 20 & 21. 

Teacher Survey Form Reminder 
from Dan Francetic 

At the joint SEP AlGLP A conference in June, I 
plan to give a report about the results of the survey. The 
target date for my receiving them is April 15. Those 
received before that date will be used in the conference 
report. Those received later will still be added to the final 
counting for use in the TIPS booklet. Remember, the 
survey will only be meaningful if there is a large total 
number of responses. 

Please send your responses to: Dan Francetic, 
1143 Overlook Court, Pickerington, Ohio 43147. 

Job Opportunity 

With the retirement of Gary Sampson, the 
position of planetarium director will be open at the 
Wauwatosa West Planetarium in suburban Milwaukee. 
The position includes 2/5 time as a planetarium director 
and 3/5 time teaching high school astronomy. 
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Requirements include experience working in a 
planetarium setting and certification for teaching either 
high school physics, earth science or broad field science. 

The Wauwatosa West Planetarium seats 57 
under a 30-foot dome with unidirectional seating. 
Facilities include a Spitz A4 projector, a video projection 
system and an auxiliary projection system. 

The salary for this position ranges from $30,455 
for a B.A. degree to $62,384 for a M.A. + 15 credits. 
Full credit is given for previous teaching. Benefits 
include paid family health insurance, dental insurance, 
long-term disability, and retirement through the 
Wisconsin Retirement System. 

For applications write to: Mr. John Hays; 
Director of Human Resources; Wauwatosa School 
District; 12121 West North Avenue; Wauwatosa, WI 
53226. His phone number is (414) 773-1040 and his fax 
number is (414) 773-1029. 

For more information, contact Gary Sampson. 
His e-mail is ges@execpc.com and his daytime phone is 
(414) 773-3194. 

Wanted: Conference Photographer 

GLP A is searching for a person to serve as 
photographer for the joint SEP AlGLP A conference 111 

Richmond, Kentucky between June 26 and 30,2001. 
The requirements are: 

1. You must attend the conference. 
2. You must provide your own camera equipment. 
3. You must photograph daily events. 

As "payment" for their work, the photographer 
will receive the following benefits: 

1. FREE registration for the conference (dues, 
transportation, meals and other conference expenses are 
NOT covered). 
2. Film and processing costs will be reimbursed by 
GLPA. 

To apply for conference photographer, send a 
letter describing your photographic equipment and 
experience plus your commitment to attend the 



conference by May 1, 2001 to: Gary Tomlinson; Chaffee 
Planetarium; 272 Pearl NW; Grand Rapids, MI 49504. 
His phone number is (616) 456-3532, his fax number is 
(616) 456-3873, and his e-mail address IS 

gtomlins@triton.net. 

2001-2002 V.M. Slipher Grant 

During 2001-2002, the V.M. Slipher Committee of 
the National Academy of Sciences will make two awards 
between $5,000 and $10,000 for projects that enhance the 
public's understanding of astronomy. They will fund 
projects which request seed money for programs that will 
continue beyond the funding period and/or provide 
programs or services to more than a single group. No 
request for equipment to serve a single classroom or 
school building will be accepted. 

The criteria of the award are as follows: 1) the 
objectives and procedures to be followed in the project 
should be outlined in concise terms; 2) the budget page 
should identify how funds will be spent and should note 
any other funds allocated to the project, both direct and 
in-kind; 3) proposals should be short - no longer than 
three typewritten pages. An original and four copies of 

the proposal must be submitted to be considered for 
funding and 4) applications must be postmarked by May 
29, 2001. Notification of grants will be made around the 
end of July. 

Please send applications to: Dennis Schatz, 
Chairman; V.M. Slipher Committee; Pacific Science 
Center; 200 Second Ave. North; Seattle, W A 98109. 

MINUTES OF THE SPRING EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

(continued from page 20) 

OLD BUSINESS: Bishop announced that the history project 
is still on hold. Tomlinson suggested that executive 
committee members edit their handbooks and fOlWard 
changes to him by June. 

NEW BUSINESS: There may be a proposal to do a salary 
and benefit survey by regional planetarium associations. 
Tomlinson noted that Astronomy Day is April 28th and much 
information is available to host a great event. Contact Gary 
for more details. Gary Sampson noted that he is retiring 
from Wauwatosa schools and they will be looking for a 
placement. 

Bishop moved for adjournment at 5:28 EST. 

PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE GLPA NEWSLETTER 

I. Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 
A. What college(s) did you attend? 
B. What were you doing before you started working in the planetarium? 
C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your current position? What percent of your job duties 

are planetarium-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 
A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may have influenced your love of the stars and/or your 

career path to the planetarium. 
B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've had while working in the planetarium field. 
C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space science in which you have a particular interest. Is this 

interest directly related to your job, or is it just for your own curiosity. 
D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, 

deep sky, etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to pursue your hobby. 
E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart Benjamin, Ceman Earth and Space Center, Triton College, 2000 
Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 or via e-mail to:bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us. Thank you! 
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ARTICLES 

Candidates for GLP A Offices 
2002-2004 

Voting Will Occur at the SEP AlGLP A 
Meeting in June at Richmond, Kentucky 
or by Absentee Ballot Following GLPA 

Requirements 

The GLP A Nominations Committee respectfully 
submits to the membership the following candidates for 
office: 

President-elect: 
Joseph DeRocher 
David Leake 

Secretary ITreasurer: 
Robert Bonadurer 
Chuck Bueter 

IPS Representative: 
Susan Reynolds Button 
David Hurd 

Candidate Background Information 

Joseph DeRocher, Director, Ralph Mueller Planetarium; 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History; 1 Wade Oval 
Drive, University Circle, Cleveland, OH 44106 

Joe has been a GLPA member for 21 years. He 
received both a B.S. in Physical Science and a M.A. in 
Planetarium Education from Michigan State University. 
Joe was a co-host of the Cleveland GLPA conferences in 
1986 and 1997 and has attended 18 GLPA conferences. 
He is a member of IPS and the Cleveland Regional 
Association of Planetariums. Joe is a Fellow of both IPS 
and GLP A and is past president of the Cleveland 
Astronomical Society. He is involved in designing and 
equipping the new Shafran Planetarium at the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. 

In his statement, he says "I thank the GLP A 
nominations committee for the nomination to the office of 
president. I have always enjoyed the recharge the 
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members ofGLPA give to me when I attend conferences. 
I would like to expand GLP A membership and would 
seek to increase participation by the facilities in the 
GLP A region." 

David Leake, Coordinator of the William M. Staerkel 
Planetarium; Parkland College; 2400 West Bradley 
Avenue, Champaign, IL 61821. 

Dave is an II-year member of GLP A. He 
received both a B.S. in Physics and an Ed.M. in Science 
Education from the University of Illinois. He was a 
GLPA conference host in 1989, coordinated and edited 
the TIPS booklet "Humor in the Planetarium," has given 
presentations at five GLP A conferences and is a GLP A 
Fellow. Dave is a member of IPS, the American 
Association of Physics Teachers, the Illinois Science 
Teacher's Association, and is a founding member of the 
Champaign-Urbana Astronomical Society. He is an 
Assistant Professor at Parkland College, was nominated 
for the NISOD teaching award in 2000, has hosted the 
Friday night public shows at the Staerkel Planetarium 
since 1989, and has been actively involved in many 
astronomy-related projects in the Champaign area. He 
also has hosted the "Near and Far Science for Illinois" 
astronomy workshops for teachers in Region #4 since the 
project's inception. 

Dave states "I haven't changed my stance since 
my previous 'election' speech. GLP A has been a part of 
my life from the first week I worked in a planetarium ... 
which happened to be three weeks before we were to host 
the 1989 conference! It didn't take long to figure out 
what the letters stood for. From my first conference to 
last year's celebration at Adler, I maintain that our 
organization's strength is in its people. That's why I go 
to conferences ... to learn and to laugh ... sometimes more 
of one than the other. I look forward to the sharing of 
ideas, of what worked and what didn't work, and what 
new things are coming out in the marketplace to amaze 
our audiences. Looking at a list of GLPA presidents, 
past and present, is like looking at a 'who's who' in the 
planetarium field. If you think I should be a part of that 
long line, it would be a privilege and I would do my 
best." 



Robert Bonadurer, Director Minneapolis Planetarium~ 
300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401. 

Bob has been a GLPA member for 10 years. He 
has a B.S. in Marketing from the UW-LaCrosse and a 
M. S. in Education from the University of Minnesota. 
Bob has been the GLPA secretary/treasurer since 1998, 
hosted our 1996 conference in Minneapolis, and co
produced the GLP A show Zubenelgenubi 's Magic Sky. 
He is a member of IPS, the Planetary Society, the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific, the World Wildlife 
Fund, and is a GLP A Fellow. 

Bob states "I would be honored to continue to 
help GLP A as secretary/treasurer. GLP A benefits us all 
immensely and the rewards of being part of that are 
equally great." 

Chuck Bueter, 3811 W. Valley Drive; Fairview Park, 
OH 44126. 

Chuck has been a GLP A member for 8 years. 
He has a B.S. degree from the University of Illinois
Chicago, has done M.E. level course work in education at 
Loyola University in Chicago, and was an astronomy 
intern at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago. Chuck was a 
coordinator of the 1997 GLP A conference in Cleveland, 
has contributed five papers and seven posters at GLP A 
conferences, is compiling the Paper Plate Astronomy 
video, and is involved in the GLP A/OSS advisory group. 
He is a member of IPS, the American Association of 
Variable Star Observers, the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific, and the International Occultation Timing 
Association. Among his honors and achievements, he 
lists "GLPA Fellow" and "father of two wonderful 
children. " 

Chuck states "my membership in GLP A has 
yielded many personal and professional rewards. I 
welcome the opportunity to server on the Executive 
Committee with dedication and enthusiasm." 

Susan Reynolds Button, OCM BOCES Planetarium, M
S-T Center, 6820 Thompson Road, Syracuse, NY 
13221. 

Sue is a 12-year GLPA member. She has a B.A. 
in Education from SUNY College at Fredonia NY, and 
has done graduate work at St. Bonaventure University 
and College of St. Rose and Cortland College. Sue has 
been the GLPA IPS Representative from 1996 to the 
present, has presented both papers and workshops at the 
last 11 GLP A conferences, and was the editor of the 
TIPS # 18 "TIPS for Portable and Small Planetarium 
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Users." She is a member of IPS, MAPS, the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific, the Syracuse 
Astronomical Society and numerous science 
organizations. Sue received the Ann Morrow Lindbergh 
Aerospace Educator award in 1998 and established a 
JASON Network site and a GLOBE Franchise at OCM 
BOCES during 2000-2001. She is a Fellow of both 
GLP A and IPS and has been chair of the IPS Portable 
Planetarium Committee since 1990. Sue founded the 
Powerful Interactive Planetarium Systems (PIPS) 
meetings for professional development for small and 
portable planetariums and she provided Starlab training 
sessions for 40 teachers during the summers of 1995 
through 1998. 

Sue states "the talent, creativity and commitment 
of GLP A members constantly thrill me. Serving as IPS 
representative for GLP A for the past five years has been 
a pleasure and a privilege. I am extremely proud of both 
individual members and the entire GLP A organization for 
the service and contributions each has made to astronomy 
education and to the international planetarium 
community. IPS has been very receptive to input from 
our organization and I can honestly say GLP A is a 
moving force in IP S. We are known for our commitment 
to excellence in education, TIPS booklets, proceedings, 
slides, scripts, shows and volunteerism. The position of 
IPS Representative provides an effective avenue for 
fulfilling my goal of fostering global communication and 
understanding. I can bring to this position experience and 
a network of colleagues that will insure GLP A members' 
voices and actions will have an impact. I would love to 
continue to serve GLP A in this capacity and promise to 
keep striving to increase my effective on the members' 
behalf. " 

David Hurd, Director Edinboro University Planetarium; 
103 Cooper Hall, Edinboro, P A 16444. 

David is a 10-year GLP A member. He has a 
B.S. in Geology from Iowa State University, an M.S. in 
Science Education from the University of Nebraska, and 
a Ph.D. in Education from Cleveland State University. 
David has been a presenter at the last 10 GLP A 
conferences, has helped with workshops at the 
conferences and contributed to the TIPS booklet on 
accommodating participants with disabilities. He is a 
member of IPS and the Oil Region Astronomical Society. 
In 1999 David was nominated for the "Teacher of the 
Year" ;ward at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, 
where he also has developed a wide variety of tactile 
materials that are used to teach astronomical concepts to 
blind students. He was an invited panelist at the IPS 



2000 conference in Montreal and is the co-author of a 
textbook in Physical Science. 

David states: "Personally I am committed to 
provide a positive experience for ALL participants who 
visit my facility, regardless of any individual differences. 
My experience working with participants with disabilities 
will serve GLP A well in the international arena as we 
(globally) look for ways to enhance facilities, presentation 
techniques, attendance and participation. Working 
together, planetarians around the globe can overcome the 
obstacles that prevent people of all stripes from 
experiencing the splendor and revelation that only 
planetariums can deliver." 

NOTE: If you are a member who cannot attend the 
June Conference but would like to vote, please request 
an absentee ballots from Gene Zajac by June It. 
Completed absentee ballots should be sent to Gary 
Sampson at ges@execpc.com by June 18. 

An Invitation 
by Dan Francetic 

Poster displays of important planetarium 
information can add much to the effectiveness of an 
annual conference. GLP A has purchased twenty-five 
display boards that will be at the conference site when 
you arrive. They are free for member's use. You may 
also bring your own board if you prefer. 

Why would a member want to use this poster 
format instead of a traditional paper session? Instead of 
hearing your report just one time, for a brief ten minutes, 
and then having to wait a few months to read it in the 
Conference Proceedings, your colleagues could read and 
study your paper many times during the conference. If 
you are presenting a paper, you might consider doing a 
poster display as well to reinforce your oral presentation. 

What types of materials would benefit the 
viewing membership? Here are a few suggestions: 

• Two displays could feature the previous conference's 
photos taken by the official conference photographer. 

• A display of available internet sites dealing with 
astronomy or space science would be useful. 

• A display of some historical GLP A events would be 
interesting. 
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• Is your planetarium unusual? Why not document this 
with photographs and explanations? At its Spring 
meeting, the Executive Committee was so impressed 
with Art Klinger's planetarium, that we were able to 
persuade him to present a display at the next 
conference. 

• Have you written a new or unique planetarium lesson 
or show? Share it with us before you place it in the 
GLP A archives. 

• Do you have a puzzling planetarium problem? 
Display your problem on a Problem Display Board, 
and possibly someone at the conference can contact 
you and help with a solution. 

• Have you been trying to get a hold of an older piece 
of equipment that is no longer being manufactured? 
Maybe someone has some extra ones they would be 
willing to sell or trade. Leave your search item on a 
Used Equipment Board. Do you have left over light 
bulbs from projectors that no longer work or that you 
no longer have? 

• Have you designed an inexpensive new projector you 
would be willing to explain? 

• Are you proud of your state's planetariums? Each 
state could do a display. Each State Chair could try 
to encourage at least one person from their state to be 
responsible for one display. 

• Have you won a special award or special grant? 
Could you explain the application process and help 
members through the intricate details that proved 
successful for you? 

• Would someone like to give personal evaluations to 
some of the many computer programs available on 
the market these days? Could you compare some of 
them to aid members in deciding which to purchase? 

• Could someone display innovative ways to raise 
money for your planetarium? Have you ever tried 
holding an auction to allow the winner use of your 
planetarium for a Birthday party? 

If you have an artistic bent and want to produce an 
elaborate display board, please feel free to do so. 
However, most of us are not artistic, but do not let that 
deter you. The most important thing about these displays 
is to share information! These are not going to be judged 
on beauty. The object is to "get the information out!" 



To prepare for your poster display, plan your 
display, gather your materials, and bring them to the 
conference. Upon arrival at the conference site, place 
your materials on the provided display board. The 
boards are made of corrugated cardboard. 

Each board will last for several conferences if you 
fasten your display materials with pushpins. The 
pushpins will also be provided for your use. If necessary, 
you may use a minimal amount of Scotch tape. 

If you are going to use photos, it is suggested that 
you fasten them to larger paper sheets. Then, you can pin 
the sheets to the poster board. If you have scanners or 
digital cameras, digitize your photos and post the printed 
copIes. 

Do you have equipment to swap-and-shop? If so, use 
photos with explanations to post on our display boards 

The dimensions of the folding poster display boards 
are shown in this diagram: 

12" 24" 12" 

36" 

JJ 

GLP A is full of unique members who all have a great 
deal to share with the rest of the membership. If you 
have always been hesitant about presenting papers, here 
is an excellent opportunity to show your stuff. 
Planetarians definitely have the right stuff! 

IPS News 
Susan Button 

IPS Representative, GLP A 

IPS is growing! The Planetarium Society of 
India (PSI) has been accepted as the 20th regional 
affiliate of IPS, and the second one in Asia. The 
Association of Spanish Planetariums ItAsociaci6n de 
Planetarios Espaiioles lt (APLE) has been accepted as the 
21 st regional affiliate. We are thrilled and excited to 
welcome these colleagues into the Society and we look 
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forward to benefits from their input and umque 
perspectives in our work together. 

A hearty THANK YOU goes to our own Dale 
Smith for the staggering amount of work he put into 
being IPS President. He is now Past President and as 
such will continue to have a huge impact on the business 
of IPS and member services. Congratulations to Martin 
Ratcliffe, who became the 16th IPS president on January 
1, and to Jon Elvert, who became president-elect of IPS 
on January 1 and will serve as IPS president in 2003-
2004. Lee Ann Hennig and Shawn Laatsch were re
elected to new terms as Executive Secretary and 
Treasurer, respectively. Congratulations to Lee Ann and 
Shawn for their years of exemplary service already and 
for their continued willingness to serve IPS in these 
important offices. 

An International Planetarium Society's News 
Bulletin Service has been initiated. Selected reports, 
announcements, and news bulletins about astronomy, 
science education, and other relevant topics will be sent 
directly bye-mail as a service to all IPS members. This is 
not a listserv; messages, updates and reports will be sent 
out with the latest press releases from NASA, ESO, 
Space Telescope Science Institute, and others. Reports 
will also be sent from the press rooms at AAS and DPS 
conferences. Realizing that everyone's time is valuable, 
this is an attempt to help by sending members the latest 
research and findings so they won't have to subscribe to 
the broad variety of listservers available. Christine 
Shupla, IPS Outreach Committee Chair, is the editor. 
Her e-mail is shuplac@azscience.org and her phone 
number is (602) 716-2078 

If you are not already a member of the 
International Planetarium Society, you can join by 
contacting Treasurer Shawn Laatsch at the Arthur Storer 
Planetarium, 600 Dares Beach Road, Prince Frederick, 
MD 20678. His phone number is (410) 535-7339 and 
his e-mail addressisl02424.l032@compuserve.com 

Members and non-members are invited to visit 
the IPS website to find out the latest news and 
membership benefits. http://www.ips-planetarium.org 
and don't forget to plan for IPS '2002 in Morelia, 
Mexico! 

The next Council meeting will be held on 
October 20-21, 2001 so please contact me with your 
concerns before that date and I will communicate your 
thoughts to the Council. My e-mail address is 
.~!?!J_t!Qn@Q~mQQ9.~_~!_QJ.:g and my phone number is (315) 
433-2671. 



Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 

,~ J Fiscal Year 2000-2001: 
(~~.s- ~ 

.o'alleta"U('(.\ 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 
$1,000+ 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Joanne Young 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$475 - $999 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Divine Lightwave Technologies 
Representative: Daniel Pinkos 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Toshikatsu Yasuda 
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Learning Technologies, Inc. 
Representative: Jane Sadler 

Mega Systems / Minolta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

The Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Bob Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Sky-Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$350 - $474 

Bishop Museum Planetarium 
Representative: Mike Shanahan 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Mishawaka, Indiana February 10, 2001 

PRESENT: Jeanne Bishop, Dan Francetic, Bob 
Bonadurer, Susan Button, Dave DeRemer, Gary 
Sampson, Gene Zajac, Bart Benjamin, Geoff Holt, 
Gary Tomlinson, Dale Smith, and Art Klinger. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to 
order by President Bishop at 9:30 am EST. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The minutes of the last 
Executive Committee meeting, held in Chicago, 
Illinois on October 11, 2000, had been printed in 
the Winter Solstice issue of the GLPA Newsletter 
and e-mailed to each member. Tomlinson corrected 
a few things such as the 50150 spilt on vendor 
support under development would be on a percent 
registered basis. Also, the potential meeting in 
Wheeling, West Virginia would be in May 2005 or 
2007, not October as reported in the minutes. 
Benjamin moved that the minutes be approved. 
Seconded by Francetic. Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer disclosed 
the financial summary of GLP A activities from 
October 1, 2000 to February 10, 2001, as follows. 
A financial report from the GLP A conference is 
expected shortly and it is estimated from host Roy 
Kaelin that the conference will break even, or with a 
small loss. Some major bills for proceedings, 
newsletter and executive committee travel will force 
GLP A to exchange a certificate of deposit for a 
smaller one. 

Receipts 
GLPA Dues 
Astro/Sky & Tel Subscriptions 
Zubee Show Sales 
Newsletter Advertising 
TOT AL RECEIYfS $ 

Expenditures : 
Newsletter Postage 
Newsletter Printing 
2000 Proceedings 
TIPS Printing 
State Meetings 
IPS Travel 
GLP A Postage 
GLP A Supplies 

1,190.00 
289.80 
100.00 
290.00 

1,869.80 

225.00 

130.00 
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Executive Committee Travel 
Insurance 
State Non-profit fee 
Misc. 
Gift Shop 
AstrolSky & Tel Subscriptions 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 

Checking Account Summary: 
Balance 1011100 
ADD receipts 
TOTAL 

SUBTRACT Expenditures 

31.00 
161.00 
353.70 

$900.70 

1,136.83 
1,869.80 
3,006.63 

-900.70 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 2/10/01 $2,105.93 

Separate Funds 
GLPA gift shop 
Printed Materials 
Slide, tape, & software 
TOTAL 

Savings 
Account Balance 

Financial Summary 
Checking Account 
Separate Funds 
Credit Union Savings 
TOTAL GLPA ASSETS 

136.84 
557.74 
170.43 
864.71 

11,590.45 

10/1/00 2110/01 
1,136.86 2,105.93 

799.11 864.71 
11 2373.94 11 2590.45 

13,309.91 14,561.09 

A motion to approve the treasurer's report was made 
by Tomlinson, seconded by DeRemer, passed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Jeanne Bishop's 
discovery proposal letter to NASA's Office of 
Space-Science Education for possible participation 
by GLP A in developing education materials was not 
approved. She reminded everyone about the 
PLATO grants and that the February 16th deadline 
was fast approaching. She read some kind 
conference thank you notes from Pearl Reilly and 
Jim Kaler. 

PRESIDENT -ELECT: President-Elect Sampson 
passed out a sample ballot for the officers' election 
at the June conference. Running for President are 



David Leake and Joe DeRocher; for 
Treasurer/Secretary are Bob Bonadurer and Chuck 
Bueter; and for IPS Representative are Sue Button 
and David Hurd. All the candidate background 
information will be in the newsletter. Benjamin 
asked about absentee ballots and Zajac requested 
that all absentee ballots be sent to him in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio by June 1st, 200l. 

In editing the Handbook for President
Elect, Sampson noted that his position should 
become familiar with work of other officers and 
committee members and assist them as necessary. It 
was noted that the handbooks were meant as 
guidelines only. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Past President 
Francetic reported that the survey for planetariums 
has been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and he has 
received about 80 returns already, including 68 from 
Gene Zajac in Shaker Heights. Bonadurer reported 
that Minneapolis has 50 to send in and hopes to send 
50 more. April 30th is the deadline. Francetic will 
have a preliminary report completed in time for the 
joint conference in June. Dale Smith mentioned the 
possibility of reporting the results through IPS. 

Next Francetic read "An Invitation" for 
more poster displays at GLP A conferences by 
utilizing recently purchased 42" x 36" double-fold 
poster boards. He noted many reasons that the 
membership could use to make a poster board. He 
added that GLP A members have a great deal to 
share and posters make a highly visual and effective 
way to achieve this. Tomlinson also presented 
another type of poster board people could use. 
Bishop commended Francetic for his efforts. 
DeRemer asked if people would get $10 off 
registration for a poster presentation and it was 
agreed that they would. Bishop suggested Francetic 
do a poster on how to make an effective poster. 

The TIPS booklet will provide quantitative 
data on how the planetarium is valued and could be 
used by planetarians if they are threatened with 
closure. 

IPS REPORT: IPS Representative Button handed 
out a summary of IPS activities since last fall. She 
noted that India became the 20th regional affiliate 
and Spain has also been approved. She noted that 
IPS is extremely thankful for the work of Dale 
Smith, who recently stepped down as President and 
is now Past-President. She congratulated Martin 
Ratcliffe, who was elected the 16th IPS President 
and Jon Elvert, who became President-Elect. Lee 
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Ann Hennig and Shawn Laatsch will continue as 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively. An October 
20-21 council meeting will be held at the Vatican 
Observatory in Italy. An IPS News Bulletin Service 
has been initiated. Selected astronomical and IPS 
news, reports and announcements will be sent 
directly bye-mail to all IPS members. This is not a 
list-serve. Christine Shupla from Phoenix is the 
editor at shuplaC@arizona.org. The next IPS 
conference will be in Morelia, Mexico. 

Button and Smith expect about 30-40 
people for the IPS meeting in Sri Lanka. The site 
for the 2004 conference will probably be voted on 
this summer bye-mail. Sites are Oakland, 
California; Valencia, Spain, and Melbourne, 
Australia. Discussion took place on best meeting 
sites for IPS considering that half of the membership 
is from the United States and that there is a 
continued need to be more international. 

MEMBERSHIP: Chair Gene Zajac handed out the 
current members list for GLP A. There are 230 
current members. He noted that 40 percent of the 
members have a part of their address or phone 
change within the last year. He also handed out the 
honorary and fellow lists and list of TIPs booklets. 
Zajac praised the work of Geoff Holt and Dave 
Batch for making the GLPA website even more 
accessible for GLP A information, services and 
products such as the TIPs booklets. It was agreed 
to change the active membership requirement for a 
Fellow GLPA member to attended and "actively 
participated" in state and regional GLP A meetings. " 

DEVELOPMENT: Klinger handed out a report as 
development chair. He noted that he and Tomlinson 
are working on the exact policies for vendors for the 
joint conference with host Jack Fletcher, and his 
assistant, Adam Thanz, in Richmond, Kentucky. 
Klinger proposed slightly modifying GLPA's 
existing policies to accommodate a joint conference 
with SEP A. Klinger offered to handle all vendor 
transactions for the conference. It was agreed that 
further communication with Fletcher would need to 
take place to establish the vendor guidelines for the 
joint 2001 conference. Klinger noted that the 
policies need to be clarified soon so vendors can 
plan for the June meeting. 

Klinger also made available a report from 
Roy Kaelin, the host of the 2000 GLPA meeting in 
Chicago. The conference lost a small amount of 
money (about $300) as some costs from the hotel 
were not anticipated. Kaelin noted which parts of 



the conference ran smoothly and which parts could 
be improved upon. He also made a list of 
suggestions for further GLP A conferences. 

PUBLICATIONS: Benjamin reported that 
MegaSystems/Minolta has become an additional 
advertiser in the GLPA Newsletter, joining its three 
current advertisers: Minneapolis Planetarium, Adler 
Planetarium, and Seiler Instruments. Benjamin also 
showed the committee a list of all past newsletters. 
Holt noted that placing them on the website would 
not help much because they are not indexed for 
content. Discussion took place on the cost of 
newsletter advertising and it was agreed that GLP A 
prices (per reader) are similar to IPS prices and 
therefore no price change was needed. 

EDUCATION: Chair DeRemer asked Zajac to 
report on the music TIPs book. Zajac said that 800 
songs have been compiled. Along with songs, the 
book will add sections on how to use music in your 
planetarium and copyright information. He said he 
got much information from a website called 
tunes. com. Zajac thanked Tomlinson for helping 
with the music book and expects to complete it by 
April 1 st. DeRemer suggested posting the resul ts as 
a poster board at the next conference. DeRemer 
noted that Chuck Bueter is editing the first video for 
the paper plate project. Francetic's "TIPS for 
Keeping Planetaria Open" will be published with the 
2001 Proceedings. Tomlinson suggested it include 
copies of letters showing support for the 
planetarium. Klinger suggested it include the value 
of inviting board members to see the existing facility 
when threatened with closure. Francetic will report 
on the survey at the June meeting. 

DeRemer noted that the GLPA's new K-l 
grade show Zubenelgenubi IS Magical Sky is done 
and ready for shipment from Mitch Luman in 
Evansville, Indiana. A direct mailing is still 
planned to make GLPA members aware and make it 
easy for them to order the show. The show sells for 
about $100. Eleven showkits have sold with 39 
currently available. Dave hopes to present the show 
at the SEP AIGLP A conference. It also may be 
offered as a door prize. Tomlinson mentioned that 
the Chaffee Planetarium is working on some video 
for the show. Bonadurer mentioned that an activity 
book is available and will be sent to Mitch Luman 
for distribution. 

Bonadurer noted (later via e-mail) that the 
$18,000 IDEAs grant for funding of a new show 
The Stargazer has been approved by the Space 
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Science telescope Institute. This show will be for 
older students, grades 6 and up, and feature a 
personal journey to the stars with beloved GLP A 
lecturer Dr. Jim Kaler. GLP A will distribute the 
show at cost, hopefully to be around $100. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (LIBRARY): 
Instructional materials chair Geoff Holt thanked 
Dave Batch for quickly posting the changes he has 
made to the website, which of course has many of 
the scripts, curriculum materials, papers, 
proceedings and soon the GLP A slide list. Its URL 
is www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/GLPA. The website 
now includes a search function! Mitch Luman 
hopes to have an index of slides finished by next fall 
including a small picture of the image. Holt also is 
planning a new design for the website to make it 
more exciting and easier to use. Check out the 
changes. Any suggestions for changes should also be 
sent to Geoff. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: The Chicago 
conference was discussed again in terms of what 
went well and what could be improved. It was 
agreed that the registration process will be improved 
for the next conference. The final financial report 
from Kaelin is expected soon. 

Tomlinson handed out a new design (a 
four-page booklet) for registration for the 
conference. The agenda was also revisited and gone 
over thoroughly. Suggestions were noted and will 
be forwarded to host Jack Fletcher for the June 26-
30, 2001 GLPAISEPA conference at the Hummel 
Planetarium in Richmond, Kentucky. The expected 
cost is still $175.00 for registration and meals. He 
estimated the Best Western hotel would cost $55.00 
per night. Tomlinson noted a need to develop a 
policy for one-day registration. 

Various ways were discussed to enhance 
attendance at the joint meeting with SEP A including 
cutting conference costs and providing notable 
speakers. John Stoke was voted to be the Spitz 
lecturer at the GLP A banquet. 

The 2002 conference will be the Barlow 
Planetarium is Menasha, Wisconsin. GLP A is 
encouraging joint state meetings in fall 2001 or 
spring 2002. This decision grew from the fact that 
some GLPA members may not be able to attend the 
joint GLPA/SEPA conference in June 2001. 

(continued on page 10) 
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# of slides - 120 

Honey, I Shrunk the Universe 
Running time - 37 minutes 
# of slides - 120 

The Magical Minennium Tour 
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# of slides - 212 

Once in a Blue Moon 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of slides - '270 

The X tra Terrestrial Files 
Running time - 34 minutes 
# of slides - 120 

CALL (612)630-6155 FOR 

MORE INFORMATION AND 

SAMPLE CASSETTES. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Jeanne Bishop 

I hope that I will soon see many of you at the 
upcoming SEPA-GLPA joint meeting at Eastern Kentucky 
University in Richmond, Kentucky. Host Jack Fletcher at the 
Amim Hummel Planetarium has been working hard with our 
own Conference Chair, Gary Tomlinson, to plan a wonderful 
four days of papers, programs, talks, vendor presentations, 
and social events. SEP A President Dave Maness and I have 
great hopes that all SEP A and GLP A members will have a 
very productive and enjoyable time. 

Although GLP A has held meetings with MAPS and 
GPP A, this joint annual conference with SEP A is a first. Of 
course, a number of people who come to GLP A meetings are 
SEP A members and already our good friends, but we will 
have the opportunity to make some new great new friends at 
this meeting. When we enlarge the variety of people at a 
planetarium meeting there are new opportunities for 
professional growth and perceptions. 

Since there is no GLP A fall conference this year, 
state meetings will take on added importance. I hope that 
each state's GLP A members have been involved in providing 
a valuable meeting, perhaps one that lasts two days. 

Recall that NASA-aSS at DePaul University has 
established the PLATO Grants for GLP A members and their 
related constituents. The PLATO Grant Coordinator is Dr. 
Bernhard Beck-Winchatz, who has worked with GLPA for 
two years to explore and implement a liaison with 
NASA/aSS. Six PLATO grants were awarded this spring: 
Chuck Bueter, "Paper Plate Astronomy Video and Flatbed 
Scanner"; Eric Schreur and Elspeth Inglis, "A Technology 
and Research Project for Students: Updating the Planetarium 
Show Where Do J Live?"; Gene Zajac and Kelly Jons, 
"William Herschel's 7-foot Telescope: A Hands-on History of 
Astronomy Project"; Joseph Marencik, "One Second Drop 
Tower Facility"; Susan Reynolds-Button, "Powerful 
Interactive Systems: A Mini-Conference"; and (myself) 
Jeanne Bishop, "A NASA/aSS Web Text supplement for a 
High School AstronomylPlanetarium Class." We are pleased 
to have all these funded by NASA and thank NASA/aSS, 
especially Bernhard Beck-Winchatz, for this opportunity. I 
hope that many other GLP A members will apply for a 
PLATO grant at a future date. 
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Much of the PLATO grant awarded to Chuck Bueter 
has been used to reproduce video tapes showing a set of 
paper-plate astronomy exercises. Chuck will give a copy of 
this tape to all GLP A members present at the SEP A -GLP A 
conference. I have seen this tape. Chuck gives very clear 
demonstrations and explanations for making some rather 
complex paper-plate discovery materials. Anyone who teaches 
astronomy for elementary, middle, school, high school, or 
non-science-major university groups will benefit by having a 
copy of the tape. Chuck not only has obtained this grant 
which helps many GLP A members, but also he worked with 
Dr. Bernhard Beck-Winchatz in the development of the 
PLATO grant idea. Thanks, Chuck, for all you do! 

Elsewhere in the GLPA Newsletter you will find an 
article about the change of guard for the position of GLP A 
Membership Chair. Gene Zajac has given many years of hard 
work to this job, processing membership applications and 
funds and supplying complete and up-to-date lists of the 
membership. Gene designed a new membership brochure and 

(continued on page 11) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy Summer Solstice! Welcome to the long 
days and short nights of summer! Like many of you, I 
am very much looking forward to the joint SEP AlGLP A 
Conference. With the added resources and planetarium 
experiences of the members of SEP A, this will truly be a 
grand Kentucky conference! I hope to see you there! 

This issue of the GLPA Newsletter features 
another in our series of "Plantarian Profiles," which 
begins on page 13. I encourage every member to 
compose a similar article for publication. Please refer to 
the text box at the bottom of that same page for details. 

Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue 
of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2001. Please 
submit your facility reports to your State Chairs by late
July. Thank you, and have a wonderful summer! 







STATE 

STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chainnan: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN I MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 

Lakeview Museum Planet
arium will be presenting three shows 
throughout the summer -In My Backyard 
(from Calgary), Explorers of Mauna Kea, 
and Where In the Universe is Carmen 
Sandiego II. In this sequel, Carmen 
escapes from prison, develops warp drive 
and goes after the giant black hole at the 
galaxy's core, figuring if anything can 
help her steal things faster and better, it's 
a black hole. The sequel will open June 12 

and plays through July 27. The Artrain USA will be visiting 
Peoria on its national tour July 7 - 10. This year, the Artrain 
is featuring the" Artistry of Space" exhibition, artworks from 
NASA and the National Air and Space Museum art 
collections. Artrain USA is the nation's only traveling art. 
museum on a train, with five rail cars housing a fine arts 
exhibition, interactive area, artist studio, gift shop and staff 
space. Additional planetarium shows will be scheduled during 
the Artrain's visit. The 7th annual Interplanetary Bicycle Ride 
will be held August 11 and 12. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton 
College will present Venus and Mars and The Great Barrier 
Reef as its two earth and sky shows, Teddy & the Rickety 
Rocket and Rusty Rocket's Last Blast as its two children's 
shows, and three different laser light shows. In May, the 
Cernan Center completed its second round of JPL Solar 
System Educator's Workshops, which were very successful. 

3-2-1 ... Blast OfJ! is an interactive "video game" 
planetarium program being offered this summer at the ISU 
Planetarium. It takes people on a cyberspace solar system 
adventure to learn about the planets, sun, comets and 
asteroids. This program will be presented June 6 through 
July 27. The new Planetarium Coordinator, Tom Willmitch, 
has begun presenting monthly Skywatch programs on the first 
Saturday of the month. The programs are followed by outside 
observing when weather permits. There will be Skywatch 
programs in June and July, but none in August. The ISU 
Planetarium's introductory web page has had a facelift. The 
introductory page is now filled with graphical hyperlinks that 
connect to the planetarium's many offerings. Check it out at 
www.phy.i1stu.edu/planet/html. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign is anxiously awaiting the upgrade of 
its R.A. Gray MC-I0 automation system. The staff believes 
that they are the only planetarium still running the Gray 
system in its pristine form! As they work around the upgrade, 
they will be showing Summer Prairie Skies, the 35mm film 
Great Barrier Reef, Planet Patrol: Solar System Stake-Out 



and a light show featuring the music of the band U2. From 
mid-June to mid-August, they'll again be running Thursday 
matinees featuring Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky and the 
films Flower Planet and Rainbow War. Night Lights is 
scheduled to open in September. The planetarium will again 
playa role in "College for Kids" this summer. 

The 2001 Indiana State Meeting. 
dates are Oct. 26 and 27, and will include 
Friday evening at Goethe-Link ObselVa
tory and a full day on Saturday. with more 
obselVing on Saturday night with the Link 
36-inch reflector. Come for all or part of 
the event. The Goethe-Link ObselVatory 
is a former IU research facility now under 
the operational care of the Indiana 

Astronomical Society. It is located between Indianapolis and 
Martinsville. Dan Goins will host. 

The Muncie Community Schools' Planetarium 
began showing Explorers of Mauna Kea in May. The 
planetarium participated in the second year of "Window on 
the Universe Week" in February. During that week, a team of 
four space scientists and researchers made presentations to 
approximately 6,000 students from all grades at every school 
in the Muncie Community Schools, some surrounding 
communities, and at Ball State University. Three workshops 
were conducted for nearly 100 educators, and two of the 
scientists were the feature presenters at the "Family Science 
Night" events. This year's "Vlindow On The Universe" team 
included Dr. Matt Browbosky and Bob Riddle from the 
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, Dr. Michelle 
Thaller from the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory and Cal 
Tech, and Dr. Walter Kiefer from the NASA Lunar and 
Planetary Institute in Houston, Texas. For more infonnation 
about "Window On the Universe Week," visit the web site at 
www.challenger.orglwotu/index.html. The Muncie Com
munity Schools' Planetarium has also been showing Egyptian 
astronomy in Spanish for local 3rd year Spanish students. 
They study ancient civilizations in their 3rd year of Spanish. 
The program was also a feature for Cinco de Mayo, and now 
has become a regular part of Hispanic Heritage Month 
activities. 

The E.C. Schouweiler Planetarium at the 
University of St. Francis in Fort Wayne completed their May 
set of weekend runs of Explorers of Mauna Kea. Producer 
Alan Pareis is now working on a slightly different version of 
this show, as well as GLPA's Solar System Adventure Tour. 
BOtll will run during Fort Wayne's annual "Three Rivers 
Festival" in July. Solar System Adventure Tour will be 
offered weekend afternoons for elementary school families. 
The planetarium has added an in-house engineered and 
constructed six-projector pan system, designed and built by 
volunteer and Fort Wayne Astronomical Society member 
Chris Highlen. Special thanks to GLP A members Joe 
Hopkins, Ron Kaitchuck, and Peggy Motes for their 
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encouragement and advice. Chris' help and expertise also 
made our first attempt at laser disk video possible. 

As we head into the 
hot and balmy summer months, 
Michigan planetarians will be 
kept busy with a variety of 
projects that include 
fundraisers, interesting new 
exhibits, special events, and of 
course a multitude of 
fascinating and educational 
programs. 

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City is 
gearing up for their annual 4th of July fundraiser during 
which they provide a catered dinner, a show, and the best 
seats in town (on their obselVation deck) for one of 
Michigan's largest fireworks displays. In addition, Bay City 
will be hosting a "Tall Ships Festival" this summer. In 
connection with this event, the planetarium will be presenting 
The Explorers from Hawaii's Bishop Planetarium. The city 
expects upwards of 300,000 visitors for the event! 

Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids is 
hoping for record-breaking attendance for the museum's Star 
Trek exhibit "Star Trek: Federation Science" that opened on 
May 26th from the Oregon Museum of Science & Industry 
(OMSI). The planetarium's resident Trekkie (can you guess 
who?) helped to put together another Star Trek related exhibit 
called "Trekable Collectible," which presents the partial 
collections of five Star Trek memorabilia collectors. That 
exhibit runs until August 12th. There are special Star Trek 
related programs every Saturday during the summer. In 
conjunction with these activities, the planetarium is running 
OMSI's Orion Rendezvous. For young people, they will 
present Garfield, Cat for All Seasons from the Indianapolis 
Children's Museum. They will also present a live sky show 
and an as yet unnamed laser light show daily. The laser light 
show will also be offered every Friday and Saturday evening. 
For exact times, visit their website at www.grmuseum.org. 

From June through August, Kalamazoo Valley 
Planetarium will offer Terri & Her Telescope, the story of a 
young girl who receives a new telescope for her birthday, but 
finds little information on how to use it until she visits an 
astronomer at a nearby obselVatory. They will also offer 
Cosmic Catastrophes, a Hansen Planetarium production, 
which explores a variety of natural and man-made 
catastrophes that could have adverse effects on our world. In 
June, Eric Schreur will travel to Zambia to view the total 
solar and have a brief vacation. Their fall programs will 
include Carmen Sandiego II - Journey to the Black Hole and 
Explorers of Mauna Kea produced by Bishop Museum 
Planetarium. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson will for 
the most part be closed due to summer break. Plans for the 
summer include installing Explorers of Mauna Kea and 



implementing a grant from the MEEMIC Foundation for 
DigiDome Software and a High Resolution Slide Scanner. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette will feature 
Dr. Einstein's Universe in June and will feature All Systems 
Go in July, Cosmic Catastrophes in August and Hubble 
Space Telescope Update in September. 

Longway Planetarium in Flint will be closed on 
June 18 for their Digistar II installation. The planned 
reopening is September 29. This summer they will have an 
exhibit of space art by Joe Tucciarone called "Visions of the 
Universe" that will be in their lobby area from June 9 through 
August 26. Their ever-popular Summer Science Camps will 
be back with camps for grades 3/4, 5/6 and 6/8. This summer 
they will also introduce "Family Science" activities designed 
to help families have some fun with science. 

The Henry Ford Community College in Dearborn 
recently installed new seats. 

The Vollbrecht Planetarium in Southfield will be 
closed this summer. Beginning September 6th and running 
through November 8th, the planetarium will reopen with The 
Inner Solar System and Late Summer Skies. 

Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in 
Bloomfield Hills will offer their in-house produced astronomy 
program Visions of an Infinite Universe during the summer. 
This summer, two new laser-light shows will debut, one a 
family oriented show and the other a show featuring Jimi 
Hendrix and Pink Floyd. During the summer months, work 
will also begin on a new planet-theme astronomy program 
that is scheduled to debut in September. In addition, 
Cranbrook's obselVatOlY will be open every Friday night, 
weather permitting! For more information about tllese 
programs or about other offerings at Cranbrook, visit them 
online at www.cranbrook.edu/institute. 

Ohio planetarians began the 
millennium with a dual-site meeting 
on March 31 at Canton and Wilmot. 
The morning session convened at the 
McKinley Museum, where 
planetarium director David Richards 
treated the group to a demonstration 
of his facility. Turning to papers, 
Larry Cooper and Joan Murdock 

outlined the many resources available from the NASA Space 
Science Support Group. Jeanne Bishop described decades of 
efforts to overcome effects of the 1892 Committee of Ten 
(which removed astronomy as a major school subject). Dan 
Francetic encouraged poster presentations at GLP A 
conferences. Roger Grossenbacher distributed his list of the 
25 best objects for public telescope stargazing. All the papers 
were followed by lively discussion. After lunch, the group 
moved to the Wilderness Center in Wilmot, where Joann 
Ballbach is educational director. Since we last met here in 
1997, the Center, currently under expansion itself, has built a 
separate astronomy building replete with the Fred Silk 
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Planetarium inside and the Keller Telescope under a roll-off 
roof. Dave Ross, David Gill, and John Waechter showed us 
both of these fine facilities. Turning to papers, Gregg 
Crenshaw demonstrated the Astrovid 3300 Astronomical 
CCD video system. Rick Pirko explained how to make LPD4 
masks using a strobe light. Gene Zajac distributed a 
classroom exercise he developed in which students compare 
the atmospheres of Venus, Earth, and Mars. Dale Smith 
illustrated planetarium facilities he visited on six continents 
during his recent term as IPS president. 

The Caryl D. Philips Space Theater has 
successfully upgraded its Digistar system to a D2. The 
planetarium and education facility will be the location on 
June 15th and 16th for their 31st amateur astronomers 
conference, the Apollo Rendezvous, jointly hosted by the 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery and the Miami Valley 
Astronomical Society (MV AS). The museum will be 
featuring the traveling exhibit, "Electric Space: Bolts, Jolts & 
Volts from the Sun" through August. 

Chuck Bueter has received two grants for his paper 
plate work. First, tlle Space Telescope Science Institute, 
which administers the IDEAS grant, recently awarded nearly 
$10,000 for a project entitled Astronomy Foundations 
through Art & Paper Plates (AFT APP). Dr. Willie Mackey, 
an astrophysicist from NASA Glenn Research Center, and 
Chuck are collaborating with the Cleveland African 
American Museum to offer astronomy education workshops 
for selected Cleveland Public Schools teachers and for 
SEMAA instructors (a NASA initiative). Second, the NASA 
Space Science Center for Education & Outreach at DePaul 
University, which administers the PLATO grants, recently 
awarded $1,000 for the editing and duplication of the Paper 
Plate Astronomy video. GLP A initiated the video production 
with $500 seed money; the PLATO grant will pay for tlle 
duplication of 200 copies to be distributed freely to GLP A 
members. The video, which demonstrates the construction 
and use of nine technical paper plate instruments, will debut 
at the joint SEPA-GLPA conference. In addition, Paper Plate 
Education has a website under construction at 
http://analyzer.depaul.edu/paperplate. The website, hosted 
by DePaul University, offers references and instructions for 
making dozens of hands-on activities ranging from simple 
crafts to technical paper instruments. Chuck Bueter 
welcomes both the criticism and the contribution of material 
from GLP A members, without whom this collection would 
not be possible, and asks that we peruse the site and send 
honest feedback to him at bueter@telocity.com. 

Do you enjoy Jay Ryan's "Skywise" column each 
month in Sky & Telescope? If it's high on your monthly 
must -read list, be sure to treasure this year's series and drop 
Jay a line at moonfinder@multiverse.com to tell him you 
value his contributions. Jay expects to bring the column to a 
close at the end of 2001. We will miss its monthly 
apparition. Thanks, Jay, for the time and talent you have 
devoted to teaching astronomy so well in this attractive visual 
medium. 



At Bowling Green, Dale Smith has been running 
Adler's Images of the Infinite for his spring public show. 
Two "kids' weekends" featured runs of Loch Ness' Larry Cat 
in Space and Davis Planetarium's Don't Duck-Look Up! The 
BGSU Planetarium resonated to other celestial harmonies in 
April during BG's 4th biennial handbell concert "Bells!" 
featuring two area handbell choirs. 

Last but not least, Gene Zajac reports remodeling the 
Shaker Heights Planetarium. They'll be getting an AstroFX 
system video suite from Bowen Productions, a new console, 
safe slide projector racks, new Spitz controls, new lighting, 
and a student work area. Gene also became a Solar System 
Ambassador this year and notes that information and support 
he has received from the program have enhanced nearly every 
elementary lesson he does. The material also helps with the 
high school classes as well as public presentations. 
Moreover, Gene and Kelly Jons received Plato grants to 
create a 2/3 working scale models of the Herschel 7 -foot 
telescope. The two scopes will be fully functional and used at 
star parties. (After seeing all the telescopes Kelly has 
designed over the years, I wonder if he isn't a reincarnation of 
Herschel himself?) Also at Shaker, Joe Marencik received a 
Plato grant for building a drop tower. Gene notes that both 
Plato-funded projects will improve their teaching of 
astronomy and physics on all levels. 

The WIMPs report that they had a great conference 
in Rochester, Minnesota on April 20-21, with outstanding 
speakers and papers. Thanks to host Larry Mascotti. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium has opened a new 
original show for younger kids and families called Wish Upon 
A Star. It's a charming show that follows family and friends 
on a trip to the country to go stargazing. They are working 
on an astronomical past, present, and future show called 
Space Dreams. 

In Hibbing, Minnesota, the Paulucci will run the 
870 film Amazing Journeys. Planetarium shows include The 
Mars Show and GLPA's own Solar System Adventure Tour. 
Marc Rouleau knows that planetarians have to be great 
performers too, so he is acting in a local theatre production of 
"Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat." 

Over in Wisconsin, Randy Olson keeps the stars 
shining at the Blocher Planetarium in Stevens Point by 
running summer shows, Explorers of Mauna Kea and 
Adventures Along the Spectrum. 
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Over in Waukesha, the tireless Dave DeRemer is 
leading his "Friends of the Planetarium" groups on a "Sea 
and Sky" Chicago adventure to the Adler Planetarium and 
Shedd Aquarium. He also will lead them to a Nature Center 
for some serene summer stargazing. 

The always astronomically able Bob Allen will lead 
some workshops for various groups in LaCrosse. 

Over at the 2002 GLP A conference site, the Barlow 
Planetarium in Menasha, Wisconsin will run New Cosmos 
from Buhl, which is narrated by Arthur C. Clarke. They'll 
also run Spirits in the Sky, Thunder on the Land from Adler. 
Conference host (and clever comet maker) Karen 
Klamczynski will lead another "Space Academy." This space 
camp is in its lOth year and expects record enrollments! 

NOTICE 

To ensure that your planetarium is 
represented in the Autumn 2001 State 
News section of the GLPA Newsletter, 
please send whatever news you have to 
your State Chair by the end of July. 

Better yet, bring whatever news you 
have to your state meeting held during the 
joint conference on Saturday morning. 

I HOPE TO SEE Y' ALL 
AT THE 

SEPA/GLPA 
CONFERENCE 

IN KENTUCKY! 



ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 



BULLETIN BOARD 

Membership Chairman Change 
from Gene Zajac 

There will be a change in the Executive Board 
this summer. I, Gene Zajac, will be leaving my post as 
the GLP A Membership Chairman. Gary Sampson has 
tapped Chris Janssen as the new Membership Chair. I 
have enjoyed the position during these past eight years 
and four Presidents. Dave Batch put me on the team. I 
served with April Whitt, Dan Francetic and now, Jeanne 
Bishop. I will miss the meetings of the Executive Board. 
Many times I have been in awe of the dedicated members 
who serve GLP A. We are very fortunate to have such 
great people working for us in GLPA. 

I have gotten to know many of the members 
through the needed correspondence of the office. I will 
soon forget all of your zip codes but I will remember 
working with you. It has been a great help to the position 
to have many of you mail or e-mail the changes in your 
membership information. Please continue to notify Chris 
of any changes. You can still handle changes through me 
while the transition period occurs this summer. I will still 
be attending the conferences but my seating assignment 
will not be set for me. See you at the conferences. 

Summer Planetarium Workshops 

Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck, Planetarium Director and 
Professor of Physics and Astronomy is again offering 
summer Planetarium Workshops. 

Workshop 1, which will be offered July 9-13, is 
entitled "Instruments and Techniques in Planetarium 
Operations" (3 credit hours). 

Workshop 2, which is offered from July 16-20, is 
entitled "New Technologies in Planetarium Operations" 
(3 credit hours). 

For more information, contact Dr. Kaitchuck at 
Ball State University at (765) 285-8871, bye-mail at 
rkaitchu@bsu.edu, or by visiting their website at 
www.bsu.edu/csh/physics/summer.htm. 
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President's Message 
(continued from page 3) 

brought many thoughtful ideas to meetings and the e-mail 
exchanges of the Executive Committee. We will miss his 
outstanding contributions, but we wish him well in his 
many other endeavors, including his PLATO grant with 
Kelly Jons, his clown outreach work with his wife Pam, 
and rewarding moments with his granddaughter. Of 
course, Gene, you must keep presenting your excellent 
ideas at GLPA meetings! 

Gene will continue to work with the new 
membership chair Chris Janssen for a smooth transition. 
Welcome to the position of Membership Committee 
Chair, Chris! Thank you for accepting this position. 

Past-President Dan Francetic has received only 
379 teacher survey forms as of April 27, 2001. Only 10 
planetarians are represented in the returns. In order for 
credibility in this important project, we need many more 
planetarians represented. Please send Dan 10 or more of 
your teacher surveys as soon as you have some school 
programs this fall. The resulting summary should be of 
high value in helping planetariums that are threatened 
with closing/funding. Each of us could sometime be in 
this position. Again, thank you, Dan, for undertaking this 
important survey. Help all planetarians, and perhaps, 
yourself. .. Make a note for yourself and send those fonns. 

I notice on the sci.asto.planetarium website that 
Mark Peterson has completed another tally of 
planetariums. He answers the question, "In any given 
year, how many people visit the world's planetaria?" His 
current finding with projection is: 91,909,259. Wow! I 
wonder how many of those are from the GLP A region 
and GLPA members? 

I have been playing short segments of music in a 
program I prepared for our music classes, "Celestial 
Images in Music." I conclude the program with sunrise at 
the summer solstice and "Thus Sprach Zarathrustra" 
(from 2001: A Space Odyssey). At this real summer 
solstice, 2001, I wish each of you many new beginnings 
and a super summer. 



Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



PLANETARIAN PROFILE 

D.Scott Stobbelaar 
Shiras Planetarium 

Marquette Senior High School 
dstobbel@chartermi.net 

Q. What college(s) did you attend? What 
were you doing before you started working in the 
planetarium? 

I received my B.S. degree and my Master's in 
Education from Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette. Before I started to work in the planetarium, I 
was in the U.S. Navy for four years as an electronics 
technician aboard the aircraft carrier Coral Sea (1968 -
1971). 

Q. What planetariums have you worked for? 
What is your current position? What percent of 
your job duties are planetarium-related? 

The Shiras Planetarium is the only planetarium I 
have worked for. My position there has always been that 
of Director. I work 1I6th (66%) of my time in the 
planetarium each day. The majority of my day is spent 
teaching two astronomy classes and two science classes. 

Q. Describe any event in your 
childhood or youth that may have influenced 
your love of the stars and/or your career path to 
the planetarium. 

That event for me would be when my dad woke 
late one October night in 1957 to see the first man-made 
satellite, Sputnik, go across the sky. From that moment 
on, I wanted to know what could get something into orbit 
and what it would be like to be in orbit. I got fascinated in 
UFO sightings but later turned to astronomy. 

Q. Describe a particularly memorable 
experience you've had while working in the 
planetarium field. 

My most memorable experience in the 
planetarium field occurred in July of 1993. That was the 
month the renovation of the our planetarium was 
completed. I had worked hard to obtain the funding. 
Thanks to many civic leaders and two foundation and one 
city/state grant, we succeeded in not only replacing our 
old A3P star projector but installation of a laser disk 
projection system and a Sky Skan automation system. 
This saved our planetarium from being shut down for 
mechanical reasons and insures our planetarium IS 

existence well into the 21 st Century. 

PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE GLPA NEWSLETTER 

I. Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 
A. What college( s) did you attend? 
B. What were you doing before you started working in the planetarium? 
C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your current position? What percent of your job duties are 

planetarium-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 
A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may have influenced your love of the stars and/or your career path 

to the planetarium. 
B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've had while working in the planetarium field. 
C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space science in which you have a particular interest. Is this interest 

directly related to your job, or is it just for your own curiosity. 
D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, deep sky, 

etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to pursue your hobby. 
E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart Benjamin, Cernan Earth and Space Center, Triton College, 2000 Fifth 
Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 or via e-mail to:bbenjami@triton.cc.iI.us. Thank you! 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 

~ .5 Fiscal Year 2000-2001: ~ ;I 
(<2f".s- ~ 

,o'an@ta.f\U((\ 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 
$1,000+ 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Joanne Young 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$475 - $999 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Divine Lightwave Technologies 
Representative: Daniel Pinkos 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Toshikatsu Yasuda 
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Learning Technologies, Inc. 
Representative: Jane Sadler 

Mega Systems / Minolta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

The Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Bob Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Sky-Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$350 - $474 

Bishop Museum Planetarium 
Representative: Mike Shanahan 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.LP.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science 
Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretaryffreasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2001. 
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DEVELOPMENT 
Arthur M. Klinger 
PHM Planetarium 
55860 Bittersweet Road 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(219) 258-9569 
aklinger@plnn.kI2.in.us 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
School District of Waukesha 
222 Maple Avenue 
Waukesha, WI 53186 
(262) 970-1090 
dderemer@waukesha.kI2.wi.us 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

GLPA CONFERENCES: 

2001 June 26-30 (wi SEPA) 
Riclnnond, Kentucky 

2002 October 23-26 
Menasha, Wisconsin 







PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Jeanlle Bishop 

The SEPA-GLP A conference was a huge success 
with a fine tunlout from both SEP A and GLP A to make a 
total participant list of 163. Host Jack Fletcher did a 
super job of planning a very smooth and interesting 
program. The program included all that GLP A has come 
to expect from its annual conference, and with an extra 
day, even more. The proximity of the Hummel 
Planetarium to Perkins Hall where vendors, slide/script 
bank, most meals, and breaks were held made the agenda 
stay right on time. JOIUl Stoke gave an outstanding 
Armand Spitz Memorial Lecture, and Dr. James Kaler 
gave another of his super astronomy year updates. The 
papers by both GLP A and SEP A members were very 
good, and thanks to Dale Smith, everyone should be able 
to read the text of most in the Proceedings by early this 
fall. But if you weren't there, nothing can take the place 
of seeing Don Tuttle's amazing astronomical quilts. My 
favorite is the one shO\/ving civil and astronomical twilight 
at different latitudes technically correct and beautiful at 
the same time. 

I wish I could have gone to more of the many 
workshops, but I loved the "Planetscapes." Five of us 
painted space scenes with cans of spray paint - a great 
activity for a sumnler workshop with young students. 
The side trip to Shaker Village and the dinner at the 
RiclU110nd Mule Barn provided opportunities for change 
of scenery, more informal conversation, and wonderful 
food. Singing songs from (SEPAite) Jon Bell's 
Astronomer's Handbook 2001 at the Mule Barn was great 
fun, and (GLPAite) Dori Anderson's singing in the 
Shaker church meeting room was a moment to remember. 
On Saturday after a huge breakfast and state meetings, 
everyone walked away with at least one door prize (and 
for many people, two or three prizes, because items were 
grouped). The conference gift briefcases and the blue 
"Double Clusters" tee shirts with a George Reed design 
are exceptionally nice. 
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Thanks to Jack and his conU11ittee for their hard 
work spread over more than a year, to our conference 
chair Gary Tomlinson who worked with Jack in planning 
meeting details, and to all the vendors who helped support 
the meeting. I believe that a major outcome of this 
meeting is the growth in friendship and respect that 
members of both GLP A and SEP A have for one another. 
Elements of the regular meetings of both GLP A and 
SEP A merged and bloomed. I hope that we will have 
another joint conference sometime in the future. 

I thought my idea of "Double Stars," which Jack 
Fletcher and the Plamling Committee changed to "Double 
Clusters" for the Riclullond conference, was somewhat 
unusual. However, I just read at the SpaceDaily website 
that the European Space Agency (ESA) and the China 
National Space Administration (CNSA) will soon enter 
into a joint collaboration called "Double Star." A 
dictionary could someday list many meanings for "double 
star," with only the first listing being binary star systems. 

(continued on page 8) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy Autumnal Equinox! This issue of the 
GLPA Newsletter features photographic highlights of our 
wonderful SEP NGLP A Conference (pages 26 and 27), 
minutes from the Executive Conullittee and Ammal 
Business Meetings (pages 18 through 20) and numerous 
atU10uncements. 

If you're like me, it will seem strange this fall to 
not attend a GLP A conference. Lucky for us that many 
states are hosting a fall meeting to fill the void. Please 
refer to the listing of state meetings on the next page. 

Please note that the deadline for the winter issue 
of the GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2001. Better 
yet, bring your facility report and any news items that 
you have to your state meeting. 



STATE 
STATE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _ schindewolfcg~ipsd. org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@~aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@~cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@~llewton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer(~l}mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 
State Meeting Dates 

State Meeting Coordinator Mary Schindewolf reports the 
following autumn and spring state meeting dates: 

Illinois: Fall 2001 meeting at Strickler Planetarium of 
Olivet Nazarene University in Kankakee on October 27. 
Spring 2002 meeting with Wisconsin/Minnesota on May 
3-4 in Madison. 
Indiana: Fall 2001 meeting at Goethe Link Observatory 
in Martinsville on October 26 & 27. Spring 2002 
meeting in Mishawaka on April 20. 
Michigan: Fall 2001 meeting at Grand Rapids on 
October 19 & 20. Spring 2002 meeting in Sault Saint 
Marie sometime in mid-June. 
Ohio: Fall 2001 meeting in Pittsburgh on October 12 & 
13. Spring 2002 meeting to be alUl0unced later. 
Wisconsin/Minnesota: No Fall 2001 meeting. Spring 
2002 meeting (with Illinois) on May 3-4 in Madison. 

The Adler Planetarium in 
Chicago has premiered Solar 
Storms as its latest interactive 
offering for visitors to explore. 
This sky show presents findings 
about powerful storms from the 
sun, its spectrum and magnetic 
fields, and encourages the audience 
to ponder and explore these facets 
by testing their knowledge about 
our parent star. On September 22, 
Adler will host a series of indoor 

and outdoor activities (weather permitting) to usher in the 
astronomical start of autumn. As part of the planned 
activities for this day, Phyllis Pitluga will present a 
lecture entitled "Cultural Significance of Equinoxes and 
Solstices. " 

The William M. StaerkeI Planetarium at 
Parkland College in Champaign will premiere several 
new shows this fall. Night Lights, a Sudekum 
Planetarium production written by their own Waylena 
McCully, will open along with Fall Prairie Skies, ,space 
Bus, and a light show based on the music of The Who. 
Our A Night of Horrors Halloween light show will retunl 
in October. In November, they will open Santa's Secret 
Star, a newly produced rendition of an old favorite. This 



co-production of Ritter Planetarium and Staerkel 
Planetarium, written by Alex T. Mak, features an 
updated soundtrack and original artwork from their own 
Pam Friese. Also opening in November is a new version 
of our popular Rites (~l the Season holiday show. The 
Rites script has been rewritten with an emphasis on 
multicultural seasonal celebrations. Also returning this 
fall will be a five week workshop on practical backyard 
astronomy, "Reach for the Stars," plus a teacher's 
workshop in their Telescope Loaner Program, and a 
Telescope Buyer's Seminar, co-hosted with the local 
astronomical society. Jim Kaler will give a talk on the 
accelerating universe in the dome on December 7 as part 
of their mmual ''World of Science" Lecture Series. 

Lakeview Museum will be presenting Adler 
Planetarium's In Search of Other Worlds' begilUling in 
October. The planetarium will be presenting a limited 
selection of school shows in September while all of its 
laser disk players are "vacationing" in Chicago for 
preventive maintenance. Sheldon Schafer, Director of 
Science Programs, was fortunate to see a perfect eclipse 
from Mozambique, part of a 21-day camping safari 
through South Africa, Swaziland, Mozambique, Malawi, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Sheldon says, "It was an 
unbelievable adventure." 

The Cern an Earth and Space Center at Triton 
College in River Grove is running Galaxies and Venus 
and Mars as its earth and sky shows, Dinosaurs in Space 
and Magic Sky as its children's shows, and three different 
laser light shows. In mid-October, the Ceman Center will 
bring back Arctic Light as its earth and sky show, Our 
Place in Space as its children's show, and its popular 
Fright Light laser show. This fall, the Cernan Center 
will host "From Observation to Exploration," a six-part 
Educator Workshop Series featuring basic astronomy and 
planetary science, as well as participating in the Museum 
Partners Science Program, which brings Chicago school 
teachers to several Chicago-area museums and science 
centers for a series of day-long workshops. 

The ISU Planetarium will be closed for the 
month of August to prepare for the coming season of 
progranuning. In September, they will open the program 
Daughter of the Stars, which showcases a variety of 
legends about the night sky as told by Native Americans 
from Alaska to Mexico. Also in September, the 
planetarium will resume their monthly sky watch, The 
Stars Tonight. In December, ISU Planetarium will show 
'Tis the Season. This program recounts the historical, 
religious, and cultural rituals practiced by several 
societies during the winter solstice. 
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Dan Goins is hosting the 
Indiana State Meeting at the Link 
Observatory on the evening of 
Friday October 26 and Saturday, 
October 27, 2001. Erik Kvale of 
Indiana University will lead a 
workshop on tidal patterns in 
rocks, which of course relates 
directly to earth-moon cycles. If 
weather pennits, Friday night will 
offer the opportunity to observe 

with the 36-inch and other Link telescopes. Looking 
farther ahead, Art Klinger has volunteered to host the 
Indiana Spring 2002 State Meeting in Mishawaka at the 
PHM Planetarium on the evening of Friday, April 19 and 
Saturday, April 20, 2002. 

PHM Planetarium Air & Space Museum is 
adding a scale model Air Museum to its MaImed Space 
Museum. The Air Museum includes 1172 scale models of 
all the major aircraft of each decade, including both 
military and conunercial aircraft. The planetarium has 
also put together a 38 minute video entitled "History of 
Flight in the 20th Century." Director Art Klinger and Dr. 
Phil Wymn have completed a rough draft of a new 
astronomy textbook/workbook entitled "Mysteries of the 
Night Sky." This full year introductory astronomy text is 
for high school or college introductory courses. 

Carmel Clay Community Schools Planetarium, 
has made some recent renovations, including the addition 
of new seating and carpet and a new sound system. Their 
fall/winter show schedule features a Lewis And Clark 
Planetarium Show for Juniors and the public, Bowen 
Productions' Moon Witch for 3rd grade, More than Meets 
the Eye for 5th Grade, and a live show for 7th grade. 
Additional public shows include Explorers 0.( Mauna Kea 
and Season of Light. Congratulations to Keith Turner on 
his recent marriage! 

The Muncie Community Schools' Planetarium 
will be showing the StarDate Ancient Horizons Egyptian 
program in English and in Spanish in September, 2001 in 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. Starting in 
October, they will present Adler's native American sky 
lore program, Thunder On the Land, Spirits in The Sky. 
In cooperation with the National Society of Black 
Physicists, the Exploratorium, and NASA, the Muncie 
Community Schools' Plmletarium was a downlink site for 
the summer solstice total solar eclipse 2001 from 
Zambia, South Africa. The three day event included 
presentations by Dr. Jason Best, live SOHO satellite 
images, and telescopes to view the sunspots. Dr. Jason 



Best also spoke to members of the Muncie Astronomy 
Club during an evening meeting. 

Welcome to Holly Hudson, the new Planetarium 
Director for Terre Haute Schools! Holly is taking over 
for long time GLPA member Jerry Mansfield, who retired 
in June. 

Maryann Foster, an Art Teacher, and Gregg 
Williams, Planetarium Director, produced a planetarium 
show titled Van Gogh Sees the Stars for the Merrillville 
Community Planetarium. The program traces the life of 
Vincent Van Gogh and his interest in the sky. The 
planetarium hopes to use the show with art classes and as 
a public program. Steve Sumichrast, a Student Assistant 
and high school student in Merrillville, has helped create 
a website for the planetarium as part of the school 
system's website. The planetarium's site includes the 
ability to download cOlnmonly requested documents and a 
virtual tour of the facility . You can find the planetarium's 
website at w.WWJ.1W_$_~Js:.Lfjn.!.l:t$Lp.J.~n.~I~Iill'!!J. 

E. C. Schouweiler Planetarium at the 
University of St. Francis in Fort Wayne, presented the 
GLPAIBowen production A Solar System Adventure, and 
Explorers of Mauna Kea, for the two July weekends of 
the Ft. Wayne Three Rivers Fest. In August, the 
University of St. Francis appointed Alan Pareis Director 
of the E.C. Schouweiler Planetarium. Luann Watson has 
been hired as Educator to present and develop school 
programs. 

The beginning 
of the 2001-02 school 
year heralds the start 
of a very busy season 
for Michigan 
p Ianetarians. 

The 
Cranbrook Institute 
of Science 
Planetarium 1I1 

Bloomfield Hills has 
debuted a new 

astronomy program entitled Awesome Autumn Skies. The 
show features an audience-interactive Digistar' starmap, 
as well as an educational tour of the current night sky, 
Milky Way galaxy and zodiac. In addition, they will be 
hosting a four-week course entitled "Astronomy for 
Inquiring Minds" beginning in October and a telescope 
users workshop in January. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette displayed 
a Lunar Disc during June and July. They are also 
extending Cosmic Catastrophes (Hansen) into September 
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because of its popularity. October will be War of the 
Worlds month and November will be Cosmic Perspective 
from Stasiuk Planetarium. Decelnber will once again 
offer 'Tis The Season (Loch Ness). In addition, this year 
marks Director Scott Stobbelaar's last school year of 
regular teaching, but he will stay on with the planetarium 
in retirement. 

The Exhibit Museum of Natural History in Ann 
Arbor is in the final stages of their in-house production of 
Women In Astronomy: A History. The program, funded 
through a grant from the Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs and private donors, will open in Ann 
Arbor in January. This show, which focuses on twenty 
women spalUling the time from A.D. 400 to the present, 
features the music of Loch Ness' Mark Petersen. It will 
eventually be offered for sale at cost. For more 
infomlation, con1<'1ct Matt Linke at the Museum (e-mail is 
best) or by phone at 734-647-1381. 

The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand 
Rapids opens Adler's Spirits from the Sky, Thunder on 
the Land in late-September. In addition, they have their 
usual current sky show (Autumn Skies and Meteor 
Storms) as well as their family program, a return of their 
own production of Surfing the Solar 5'ystem with 
improved video sequences. They are also numing a return 
of their Halloween light show Spooky Tunes as well as a 
Led Zeppelin and a Metallica light show. In mid
November, they will present Christmas-related shows 
(Holiday Festival of Lights light show and 'Tis the 
Season from Loch Ness). Sometime soon, the 
planetarium will experience an event that could impact 
their attendance - the construction of a local IMAX 
theater. 

The Longway Planetarium in Flint will enjoy 
the beginning of its new era as a Digistar planetarium on 
September 29th when they reopen with the Coca Cola 
Space Science Center program The Greatest Wonders of 
the Universe. In mid-September, as part of the "Quilts at 
Crossroads" county-wide quilt show, they will have "Star 
Quilts at Longway Planetarium", a show of locally made 
quilts with a star theme in their exhibit lobby. In 
addition, the Michigan Quilt Artists "Celestial Quilts" 
exhibit will be on display through December. 

The Grand Haven Area Public Schools 
Planetarium is working to increase the number of classes 
visiting this year after a successful reopening of The 
Little Planetarium That CouldI Last year, 6th and 8th 

grade students were treated to visits including a live show 
and Honey, I Shrunk the Universe, which was also 
offered as a public program. This year, 4th and 7th grade 
students will be added with the retunl of The Little Star 



That Could and another Minneapolis show, Amazing 
Stargazing. 

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City will 
shut down during the month of September for annual 
equipment maintenance and cleaning. The planetarium 
will reopen for a new season of shows in October. Once 
again, in celebration of Halloween, they will have a 
"free" day where we they nm Night Walk free of charge 
to all visitors. The planetarium will nm 'Tis The Season 
and The Christmas Star during the holiday season. 

A veteran Ohio 
planetarian is retiring. Dick 
Speir has directed the Sidney 
Frohman Planetarium in 
Sandusky since its opening in 
1967, servmg schools m 
Sandusky and the 
surrounding area and running 
weekend programs for the 
general public. When Dick 

hosted the Ohio meeting in 1995, we all had a chance to 
see the excellent programs he runs. What you may not 
know is that Dick also plays a mean trombone and keeps 
busy as a member of the "North Coast Band." We wish 
Dick well in his retirement and will be glad to see him at 
meetings whenever he can make them. 

After a lapse of almost ten years, the Fostoria 
High School will be implementing its planetarium into 
their Earth Science curriculum once again. The NOVA 
III star projector has been refurbished by Ash Enterprises 
and Brad looks forward to a busy year ahead. 

Gene Zajac also reports good news from Shaker 
Heights. Joe Marencik and Gene ran a successful fourth 
space camp with twelve students. Among those dozen 
were exchange students from Israel, China, Switzerland, 
and Kosovo. Amateur rocket builders demonstrated the 
principles of rocketry and showed video of some amateur 
launches, including a large scale model of the Mercury 
capsule which carried Alan Shepard back in 1961. 
Shepard's daughter was at the amateur launch, but it was 
not successful. Gene reports that the rockets the students 
made during the week were the best yet and they also did 
a Mars rocket launch simulation. Meanwhile, the Shaker 
planetarium is being redone. A room for AV editing is 
being put in, the star machine console is being redone by 
Jon Frantz, and new cove lighting was installed. The 
facility now has six slide projectors and a new control 
system that features automation and editing capability. 

While we're on the subject of what's new, Dawn 
Mulliss, now at COSI, announced the birth of her second 
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son in early May and is looking forward to getting 
Kenneth under the dome as soon as he's ready. 

From Dawn's Toledo alnla mater, Jeff Potter 
reports that Ritter Planetarium and Brooks 
Observatory enjoyed a slight dip in the number of school 
shows during the summer months. In between the 
YMCA and other day camp groups, they were able to 
offer a very successful "Parent/Child Space Academy" in 
July and hope to add this new workshop to their set of 
Boy and Girl Scout and Telescope workshops. Ritter's 
weekend public programs this fall will include Is There 
Anybody Out There?, The Fall Skies Over Toledo, and 
Where Have All The Martians Gone?, plus the Bowen 
show Moon Witch. After a short break in November, 
they will reopen their public schedule with perennial 
favorites Old Lights of Holiday Nights and Santa's 
Secret Star. The "Santa" show will have a new look and 
soundtrack this year, thanks to Staerkel Planetarium 
producer and Ritter alumnus Waylena McCully. Finally, 
in August, Rjtter bid farewell to long time student 
employees Meredith Gray and William Fischer. Both are 
now at the University of Massachusetts pursumg 
graduate degrees. 

From Dayton, Cheri Adams reports that the 
Caryl D. Philips Space Theater will feature Explorers 
as their main public show in conjunction with 
"Navigation," the traveling exhibit on display at the 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery from early October 
through December. Moonwitch will be the children's 
show in October and the S'tar of Bethlehem and 
Hanukkah shows will air in December. As part of a 
capital campaign, their ten-year theater seats have been 
reupholstered and look wonderful! 

The fall meeting of Ohio planetarians will be held 
in Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania) on October 12 and 13. 
Susan Batson at <batsons(q)nhsd.kI2.pa.us> is host. 

NOTICE 

To ensure that your planetarium is 
represented in the Winter 2001 State 
News section of the GLPA Newsletter, 
please send whatever news you have to 
your State Chair by the end of October. 

Better yet, bring whatever news you 
have to your fall state meeting. 



Ah, fall! Leaves change color. Planetaria 
change star shows. So here's the drop. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium opens its new 
original production called Space Dreams and continue 
their plans to open a new facility in late 2005. 

LaCrosse and Waukesha (Wisconsin) will run 
Hansen's old show, The Universe ql Dr. Einstein, 
Bishop's Explorers qf Mauna Kea & Minneapolis' 
Winter Wonders. 

Stevens Point, Wisconsin will nm Loch Ness' 
Mars Quest and 'Tis The Season. 

The Barlow Planetarium in Menasha (GLPA's 
2002 conference site) will nm its own children's show 
The Amazing Show and Buhl's Return To The Red 
Planet and will start hosting sIeepovcrs in the fall. 

GLPA ELSEWHERE 

The Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta, home 
to April Whitt, is still searching for another astronomer, 
preferably someone with planetarium experience, and a 
master's degree is required by the county. Fernbank's 
sununer space camp finished up in late-June, while 
SEMAA classes continued through July. Their two 
SUlllmer planetarium programs included Georgia Before 
Columbus (adult program) and Campfires in the Sky 
(children's show). The Campfires script is in the GLPA 
script bank if anyone would like a copy. Attendance was 
good this sununer - maybe people were looking for an 
air-conditioned break from the weather outside! Working 
with the Atlanta Astronomy Club, Fernbank hosted a 
Mars Mania event in June. Two volunteers worked with 
the staff this sunU11er - JelU1ifer King and Steven Jaret. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

This year the GLP A Executive Conunittee 
awarded GLP A fellow status to Alan Davenport, Jack 
Fletcher, Stanley Hruska, and Keith Schafer. The 
Executive Conunittee voted honorary membership to Dan 
Francetic and Bob Victor. A Past-President citation was 
given to Dan Francetic, as was a Service Award for 
retiring Membership Chair, Gene Zajac. Congratulations 
to all of these recipients. The Executive Conunittee also 
welcomed Chris Janssen as the new GLPA Membership 
Chair, who took over the position at the AlUmal GLP A 
Business Meeting. Thanks, Chris for doing fine work for 
GLP A right from the start. Gene, thank you again for 
you superb work over many years. 

I hope that everyone will be able to arrange time 
and travel this fall to attend the state meeting closest to 
you, perhaps more than one. See the list of state meetings 
on page 4 of this newsletter. Since there is no fall 
conference this year, state meetings will have added 
importance. Thank you to all the state meeting hosts. 
(Strange as it sounds, we planetarians in Ohio will be 
going to Sue Batson's place in Pittsburgh, PelU1sylvania, 
this year for a change of scenery and some new ideas). 
Please help your state host by presenting a paper or 
sharing in some other way. 

Bob Bonadurer and Dave DeRemer say that the 
big GLP A project to produce Stargazer (funded with an 
$18,000 NASA IDEAS grant) should be ready for a 
debut at the 2002 fall GLP A conference in Wisconsin. 
Working closely with Dr. Jim Kaler, using both his 1999 
Kalamazoo Armand Spitz Memorial lecture and his 
published "Little Book of Stars," Bob and Dave will be 
producing a planetarium program for all GLP A members, 
usable with all dome sizes. 

Those at the Business meeting in Richmond all 
should now have a copy of Chuck Bueter's excellent 
Paper Plate Astronomy Video, duplicated for those at the 
conference with a NASA PLATO grant. If you were not 
at the RiclU110nd conference, go to Chuck's website at 
analyzer.depaul.edu/paperplate to order a copy for a 
fee. Thanks, Chuck, for all the effort you put into this 
project. 

(continued on page 11) 





BULLETIN BOARD 

GLP A ELECTION RESULTS 

At the SEPAlGLPA Conference in June, GLPA 
conducted an election of officers. The outcome of this 
election is as follows: 

President-elect: 
Joseph DeRocher 

Secretary ITreasu rer: 
Robert Bonadurer 

IPS Representative: 
Susan Reynolds Button 

TOYOTA TAPESTRY GRANT 

The Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Teachers 
program, the largest K -12 science teacher grant program 
in the nation, has expanded and will now award up to 
$550,000 in grants. The TAPESTRY program, 
sponsored by Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. Inc. (TMS) 
and administered by the National Science Teachers 
Association (NST A), has historically awarded 50 grants 
of up to $10,000 totaling $500,000. The program will 
now include a minimum of 20 additional "mini-grants" of 
$2,500 each that are avaiJable to K-12 science teachers. 
Toyota TAPESTRY has also added a third category to 
the program, Science and Literacy. Now in addition to 
Environmental Science and Physical Science, the new 
Science and Literacy category will support the 
development of literacy skills in the context of science 
teaching and leanling. Projects in this category will 
highlight techniques and practices that embed literacy 
strategies in inquiry-based science instruction and support 
the instructional goal of improving science achievement. 
Applicants can apply in any of the three categories for 
either the main grant or the "mini-grant" program. 

Toyota TAPESTRY grants are open to 
elementary, middle, and high school science teachers in 
the United States and its territories, including the 
Conullonwealth of Puerto Rico. Teachers can apply 
individually or in teams. Middle-level or high-school 
projects must be led by at least one teacher who spends a 
minimum of 50 percent of his or her classroom time 
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teaching science and who teaches a mllumum of two 
science classes. Elementary-level projects must be led by 
a classroom teacher who has at least three years' teaching 
experience, and who teaches some science in a self
contained classroom setting or as a teaching specialist. A 
judging panel will select the award-winning projects 
based on their ilUlOvative approach in teaching science, 
ability to create a stimulating and hands-on learning 
environment, interdisciplinary approach and ability to 
increase student participation and interest in science. 

For more infonnation or to receive an application 
for both grant programs, call 1-800-807-9852 or visit the 
Tapestry Web site at www.nsta.org/programs/tapestry. 
Entry deadline for both programs is January 17, 2002. 

REPEAT INVITATION 
Dan Francetic 

At the SEP AlGLP A conference I reported that 
15 planetarians had retunled 648 responses to the 
Teacher Survey forms. Some significant results seem to 
be showing up in the tallies, but these are not enough 
samples to have a meaningful impact on the final report. 
As a result, the survey will be continued for one more 
year. Your help is needed! 

If you participated last year, please do not 
distribute the fonns to the same teachers who have 
already responded. Fonl1s have appeared in two previous 
copies of the GLPA Newsletter. One is included on pages 
21-22 of this issue of the GLPA Newsletter and on the 
GLPA web site at www.pa.msu.edu.abrams/glpa.html. 
When you have received a reasonable number of returns, 
please mail themtoDanieIR.Francetic, 1143 Overlook 
Ct., Pickerington, OH 43147. Next Easter (March 31, 
2002) will be the cutoff date for responses. Thank you! 

MEMBER INFORMATION NEEDED 
FOR THE GLP A HISTORY PROJECT 

Please take a few minutes (or more) to e-mail one 
of us (Jon, Jeanne, April) a special anecdote (or several) 
from your experiences in GLP A over the years. You 
know what we mean - those special memories from 



conferences, humorous situations and happenings, things 
which remain vivid in your memory because they made 
such a deep impression that they have stuck with you 
permanently. Particularly, we're looking for stories that 
illustrate the great camaraderie and professional 
inspiration which has characterized GLP A from its very 
begimling, and which have made it such a special 
organization, as well as things that made certain 
conferences especially memorable for you personally. 

Although the fonnat for the history project hasn't 
been strictly decided, we are working toward a more 
readable, narrative-type of history rather than a formal 
report-type of presentation. So, the kind of stories we're 
looking for are not those which typically might appear, 
say, in something like the Proceedings, which have given 
GLP A members such a fine permanent record of 
conference speakers and papers for many years. 

So please, please, think a bit (it shouldn't take 
more than a millisecond or two - we want those vivid 
memories) for those very special recollections,and give 
us a "Reader's Digest" version to share. We'll include 
just as many as we can, but if you don't send 'em, we'll 
have none to work with! 

Send them ASAP (during the next month would 
be great) via e-mail to any of us, Jon Marshall, Jeanne 
Bishop, or April Whitt. Thanks. Your involvement will 
help to make the resulting TIPS booklet informative and 
enjoyable to read. Historian Dave DeBmyn, who has 
archived material since the birth of the Association, also 
will be working with us on this project. Our e-mails are: 

Jon Marshall <jon_aqp@}yahoo.com> 
Jeanne Bishop <jeanbishoPCl1Jaol.com> 
April Whitt <april. whitt(CYfernbank.edu> 

If you'd rather use the USPS, send them to Jon 
Marshall, 16856 Lanier Ave., Strongsville, OH 44136. 

GLPA OBSERVER'S CLlTB 
Bart Benjamin 

In the past few years, I have traveled to GLPA 
Conferences and Executive C0l111nittee meetings with 
several of my colleagues from Wisconsin. During our 
recent "chariot ride" (yes, that's what we call it) to the 
SEP AlGLPA conference, my travelling companions and I 
discussed the possibility of hosting or travelling to a dark 
site star party to observe the "real sky" together with 
telescopes. Since we all have the yen for observing, but 
rarely the dark skies, we came up with the idea of 
fonl1ing a "GLPA delegation" to next year's Nebraska 
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Star Party. For those of you who've never heard of the 
NSP, it's held during the sunUl1er at one of the darkest 
locations in the continental U. S., rivaling the better 
known Texas Star Party, which is held each May. For 
more infonnation, about the NSP, please visit their 
website at www.nebraskastarparty.org. Next year's 
dates are August 4 - 9, 2002. 

In addition to next August's Nebraska Star 
Party, our Wisconsin/Illinois group is also considering a 
less distant, less fonnal dark-site observing trip to 
somewhere in Wisconsin. There are no doubt other 
locations within GLPA's region that offer a similar 
combination of very dark skies with camping and/or 
nearby lodging. Do you know of one? Keep in mind that 
an "ideal location" would offer very dark skies, no 24-
hour "security lights," good horizons in all directions, a 
way to separate ourselves from any nearby campfires, 
Coleman lights, etc. and authorization from the land 
owner or land manager to be there overnight. 

If the thought of travelling to a very dark site and 
observing "faint fuzzies" through large amateur 
telescopes with your GLPA colleagues appeals to you, 
send me an e-mail message and let me know. If you know 
of a location that could conceivably host such a "GLP A 
Dark Sky Star Party," please let me know that, too. 

I'm hoping that our idea captures the interest of 
enough planetarians to initiate a GLPA Observer's Club. 
It all depends on you. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 8) 

Please continue to send Dan Francetic completed 
surveys for your school programs. Although the number 
of survey forms Dan has received has increased, the 
current number does not constitute a large enough sample 
to give the type of credibility we all want with this 
project. (See the form duplicated on pages 21 and 22 in 
this newsletter.) 

I hope that you have been able to see many of the 
planets this sunUller~ I know a lot of people who have 
seen everyone. I haven't been that successful, since Pluto 
is too faint in my telescope. (Yes, I count Pluto a planet.) 
Students and others attending planetarium programs often 
are interested in hearing about the planets I have seen and 
how they looked. I hope that you all can share that 
excitement in your own programs. 

Have a wonderful fall and great state planetarium 
meeting! 



ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 



Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



I.P.S. NEWS 

A WEEK IN THE 
NORTH OF ITALY 

A Proposal for an American 
Planetarium Operator 

October 21-27, 2002 

Each year Serafino Zani Astronomical 
Observatory (Lumezzane/Brescia), in collaboration with 
the IPS Mobile Planetarium Committee and with the 
support of Learning Technologies, Inc., hosts an 
American Planetarium Operator who presents lessons in 
English with the itinerant planetarium Starlab to high 
school students of English. Transportation from the 
United States is provided, along with bed and meals from 
Monday to Sunday (lunch and dinner Saturday and 
Sunday, on your own). 

This is the list of palticipants to date: 

1995 Susan Reynolds (OCM BOCES Planetarium, 
Syracuse, New York) 

1996 Jea1Ule E. Bishop (Westlake School Planetarium, 
Ohio) 

1997 Jerry Vinski (Planetarium of the Raritan Valley 
Conmmnity College, New Jersey) 

1998 Dee Wanger (Discovery Center Science 
Museum, Fort Collins, Colorado) 

1999 April Whitt (Fenlbank Science Center, Atlanta, 
Georgia) 

2000 Raymond Shubinski (East Kentucky Center for 
MST, Prestonsburg, Kentucky) 

The program for the week is as follows: 

Monday, October 21: 
Morning: Arrival 
Afternoon: Visit astronomical facilities in 

Lumezzane and Lumezzane Observatory 

Tuesday, October 22: 
Monling: Present lessons in a school 
Afternoon: Free time 
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Wednesday, October 23: 
Morning: Present lessons in a school 
Aftenloon: Free time 

Thursday, October 24: 
Morning: Present lessons in a school 
Afternoon: Present workshop for teachers 

Friday, October 25: 
Morning: Present lessons in a school 
Afternoon: Free time to visit the city of Brescia and 

astronomical sites of the city 
Evening: Give presentation about mythology to the 

general public in the Lumezzane Plm. 

Saturday-Sunday,October 26-0ctober 27: 
All day: Free time for touring Venice, other cities 

and/or other Italian planetaria 

Monday, October 28: Departure for USA 

For other information and/or to receive more 
details about each day's lessons or to receive the reports 
about American Lessons with Italian Students, written by 
previous wilmers, write to Susan Reynolds Button 
(address at end of this article). 

Each participant had a great time and represented 
well the community of Starlab educators. If you are a 
qualified and talented individual who resides in the USA 
and works with Starlab please complete the attached 
application and send it to me by March 15, 2002. 

Here's some tips for a successful contest entry: 

}- Make sure that you emphasize your experience with 
Starlab (Leanling Technologies, Inc wants you to 
represent their product well). 

'" Send an audiotape of a '"live" lesson. (Loris 
Ramponi, the Italian host for this adventure, wants to 
hear the way that you interact with students). 

}- Provide a script of your lesson, a list of specialized 
vocabulary and copies of any materials you will use 
in a pre- or post-planetarium lesson activity. (This 
gives students a chance to learn more English words 
as well as more science. If they have these materials 



before you arrive they can practice and be prepared 
to learn more. This also makes it easier for you to 
feel free to adlib a bit and not have to quote your 
script word for word. They will get the ideas more 
quickly and be able to respond more freely). 

y Make sure you include some Native American 
mythology as part of your lesson. (The Italian people 
are really interested in this and each participant has 
already presented some myths. You can write to 
Loris at info(q1serafinozani.it and get infon11ation 
about what topics and myths have already been 
presented in the past and/or what he would like to see 
in your lessons). 

y Get your application in on time. (I need to send 
copies of all applications to Jane Sadler and Loris 
Ramponi and then confer \\lith them to pick a winner. 
This takes time and you need to know if you won 
before school lets out so you can make plans for 
October). 

y Apply more than once. (If you are not selected, try, 
try again. Ask for comments about why you were 
not selected and what you can do to make your next 
application better. You can do it and we will give 
you help!) 

So, don't delay. Get busy right now planning and 
completing your application. As soon as you get back to 
giving presentations, in the Fall, start taping yourself with 
students and then pick the best tape to send to me by 
March 15th. This is a golden opportunity~ don't let it 
pass you by! 

Susan Reynolds Button 
IPS Portable Planetarium Committee 
OCM BOCES Planetarium 
6820 Thompson Road, PO Box 4754 
Syracuse, NY 13221, USA 
Phone: (315) 433-2671 
FAX: (315) 432-4523 

E-mail: ~h1l.tt~:;m(?J29_9.mh.Qg_~~L9Jg 

or 

Loris Ramponi 
Osservatorio Astronomico Serafino Zani 
c/o Centro studi e ricerche Serafino Zani 
Via Bosca 24 - C.P. 104 
25066 Lumezzane (BS), ITALY 
FAX: 30 87 25 45 
E-mail: infoC41serafinozani.it 
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PIPS Meetings 

The IPS Portable Planetarium COlmnittee and 
Learning Teclulologies, Inc. promote Powerful Interactive 
Planetarium Systems (PIPS) meetings of people who 
work with small groups of students and primarily use 
participatory techniques in portable or small stationary 
planetaria. People are encouraged to attend this type of 
meeting and share expertise and/or problems to help 
prevent "reinventing of the wheel." Many people who 
attend these meetings volunteer to demonstrate creative 
ideas such as a unique lesson, methods of teaching, or 
even how to build low-cost special effects. There is no 
set agenda; we design it when we begin the meeting and 
accommodate everyone who has something to share. The 
host facility gains some new friends and gets lots of good 
publicity through this meeting. Invitations are mailed by 
Learning Technologies, Inc. and they provide funding for 
snacks as well as breakfast foods and to help defray 
printing costs. All that is needed, basically is a coffeepot 
and room large enough to inflate a dome and put some 
materials out to be perused by the participants. Think 
about having a PIPS meeting in your location. I don't 
have to be there, you can still get LTI to support you. 

A two-day meeting of Powerful Interactive 
Planetarium Systems (PIPS) was held on Friday, 
September 14 and Saturday, September 15. Typically 
teacher planetarians who are working either full or part 
time in a small or portable planetarium do not attend 
regional or intenlational meetings. This may be due to 
lack of funds to pay for registration, travel, and room and 
board. It may also be due to a perception held by the 
teacher that these meetings are strictly for "professional" 
planetarians who work in big dome planetariums and run 
"shows." Additionally, it is difficult for these people to 
take three or four days off from the school week to attend 
a conference. 

Mini -conferences are geared so that teachers only 
miss one school day and the only costs will be travel, 
room and dinner! One-day PIPS meetings that have been 
held in the past have drawn 20 to 40 people. Although the 
majority came from small towns in central New York 
State, some people have attended from as far away as 
New York City, Buffalo, Olean and even places in 
Vermont, Pennsylvania and Canada. All participants said 
that these meetings provided a well-needed "shot in the 
arm" to their efforts in teaching astronomy. 

The next meeting will be held in June. Mark your 
calendar now! On June 14-15, 2002 we plan to meet in 
at the Maryvale Planetarium in Buffalo, New York. 
Kathy Michaels will host this second two-day PIPS 



meeting. Workshops will be held under her 20 foot 
stationary dome, with a Spitz Nova, and in a Starlab. 
Look for more infonnation in the SEP A and GLP A 
newsletters this year. 

GLP A/SEP A Portable 
Planetarium Workshop 2001 

Sharon Mendonsa (Sudekum Planetarium, 
Cumberland Science Museum) and I decided to join 
forces this year to conduct a workshop at the 
SEP AlGLP A Conference. Sharon has been successful in 
increasing interest and attendance for this kind of 
workshop at the SEP A conference each year. She 
faithfully sends me the minutes of the workshop for 
publication in the Planetarian "Mobile News Network" 
colunm. This year we will join in writing the report for 
that International Planetarium Society (IPS) publication. 

Standards 

Steve Tomacek, Science Plus Inc., has compiled 
a document which demonstrates how each lesson in the 
Learning Technologies, Inc. (LTI) Astronomy and More 
book aligns with National Research Center (NRC) 
standards. Each L TI sales representative will tie in their 
state standards as they are developed. These documents 
can be acquired from Learning Technologies, Inc. at 
www.starlab.com. 

Keep in Touch 

Please send cards and letters, or e-mail, with 
news of what you are doing and tips for helping your 
others in your profession so that I can share your ideas 
and concenlS with portable planetarium colleagues 
around the world. Join IPS by visiting their website at 
ips-planetarium.org and stay connected through the IPS 
Portable Planetarium Network. 
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PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE 

GLPA NEWSLETTER 

I. Please pl'Ovide a brief academic/career biography: 

A. What college(s) did you attend? 

B. What were you doing before you started working in the 
planetarium? 

c. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your 
current position? What percent of your job duties are 
planetariUlll-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 

A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may 
have influenced your love of the stars and/or your career 
path to the planetarium. 

B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've 
had while working in the planetarium field. 

C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space 
science in which you have a particular interest. Is this 
interest directly related to your job, or is it just for your 
own curiosity. 

D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? 
Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, 
deep sky, etc.) and the instnlluentation that you use to 
pursue your hobby. 

E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not 
planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart 
Benjamin, Cenlan Earth and Space Center, Triton 
College, 2000 Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 or 
via e-mail to:bbel1jami@tritol1.cc.il.us. Thank you! 



A WEEK IN THE NORTH OF ITALY 

2002 Application Form 

Name: 

Address: _____________________________________ _ 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

Age: 

Experience: 

Proposed Text: 

FAX: 

Pl'Ofession: 

Please enclose a resume/curriculum vitae and a live tape-recorded lesson as you present it to students. 
(These items will not be returned. The taped lesson will be placed in a public domain file for students and 
teachers.) Please use the standard size audio and/or videocassette, not a mini-cassette. 

Specit)! your proposals for the morning lessons, Thursday workshop and Friday public presentation. 
Enclose text and glossary. 

Other Comments: 

Send this application form and supporting materials before March 15,2002 to: 

Susan Reynolds Button 
International Planetarium Society 
POIiable Planetadum Committee 

OCM BOCES Planetarium 
PO Box 4754 

Syracuse, NY 13221 
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MINUTES OF THE GLPA EXECIJTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Richmond, Kentucky 

PRESENT: Jeanne Bishop, Dan Francetic, Bob Bonadurer, 
Susan Button, Dave DeRemer, Gary Sampson, Gene Zajac, 
Bart Benjamin, Geoff Holt, Gary Tomlinson, Chris Janssen, 
and Art Klinger. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by 
President Bishop at 9:06 am EDT. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The minutes of the last 
Executive Committee meeting, held in Mishawaka, Indiana 
on February 10, 2001 had been printed in the GLPA Spring 
Equinox newsletter and e-mailed to each member. DeRemer 
moved that the minutes be approved. Seconded by Francetic. 
Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer disclosed the 
financial summary of GLP A activities from October 1, 2000 
to June 26, 2001 as follows. Due to expenses the Certificate 
of Deposit (CD) was cashed in for $5,000. 

Receipts 
GLPA Dues 1,730.00 
Vendor Support 350.00 
Transfer from CD 5,000.00 
Astro/Sky & Tel Subscriptions 407.70 
Zubee Show Sales 300.00 
Newsletter Advertising 580.00 

TOT AL RECEIPTS $ 8,367.70 

Expenditures: 

Newsletter Postage 418.10 
Newsletter Printing 859.54 
2000 Proceedings 1,639.13 
Special Gift 100.00 
State Meetings 
GLPA Postage 348.90 
GLP A Supplies 240.10 
Executive COlmnittee Travel 1,978.53 
Insurance 
State Non-profit fee 
Misc. 33.00 
Gift Shop 161.00 
Astra/Sky & Tel Subscri12tions 471.60 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: $6,249.90 

Checkin:: Account Summary: 
Balance 10/1/00 1,136.83 
ADD receipts 8,367.70 
TOTAL 9,504.53 

SUBTRACT EX)2enditures -6,249.90 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 6/26/01 $3,254.63 
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June 26, 2001 

Separate Funds 
GLP A gift shop 
Printed Materials 
Slide, ta)2e, & software 
TOTAL 

Savings 
Account Balance 

Financial Summary 
Checking Account 
Separate Funds 
Credit Union Savings 
TOTAL GLPA ASSETS 

136.84 
557.74 
170.43 
864.71 

6,590.45 

10/1/00 6126/01 
1,136.86 

799.11 
11,373.94 

$13,309.91 

3,254.63 
864.71 

6,590.45 
$10,709.79 

A motion to approve the treasurer's report was made by 
Sampson, seconded by DeRemer, passed. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Welcome to Chris Janssen (new 
membership chair)and a standing ovation to Gene Zajac for 
his years of fine service. She also reported the aSS-NASA 
Liaison Grant proposal submitted was not awarded. 

Paper plate video copies made with available funds 
from Plato grant minus the taxes, about 100 copies. Chuck 
asked if he can have West Lake High School make copies and 
offer it on the web for $14.95. Mitch Luman should also get 
the extra copies and distribute as needed. Susan Button 
proposes a digital copy from Chuck to the GLP A archives. 
Chuck will be able to distribute the video on the web page. 

History Committee & Work--April Whitt and John 
Marshall will add pictures and anecdotes. Dave DeBruyn will 
add things and it should be done in three months. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: Sampson covered the candidates for 
future GLP A positions. Joe DeRocher and Dave Leake for 
President, Bob Bonadurer and Chuck Bueter for Treasurer, 
and Susan Button and Dave Hurd for IPS Representative. 
Randy Olson, Gene Zajac and April Whitt will help Gary 
Sampson pass out and count votes. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: TIPS booklet by Dan 
Francetic to include what to do if your planetarium is faced 
with closure. Results are finished and printed. Written 
surveys be included in the TIPS booklet. Gary Tomlinson 
suggests separating the data and narrative comments. Over 
600 responses were considered statically significant. Future 
suggestions included: 

• Online forms for the surveys 
• Returned forms to respondents for their records. 
• Need more forms, would like to go the 1000 in the 

survey. 
• Include updates later. Add update pages to TIPS booklet. 



The goal is to get the survey in the GLP A TIPS booklet by 
Fox Valley, 2002 booklet. 

IPS REPORT: Button reported that the IPS e-mail news 
bulletin board from IPS is great. Slide service has extra copies 
for purchase. Second laser disc is out. Script contest is re
instated. She also reminded everyone of the IPS· conference in 
Morelia, Mexico in July 2002. Susan passed information to 
Bart for the newsletter. 

Susan has asked for feedback for IPS services. Slide 
service: slow. Timeliness is the key to the system. Suggested 
that the fl1ture be reviewed because GLP A dropped our 
services. IPS Bulletin board list-serve was thought not to 
provide any more information than other places. Would like 
to see more information special to the Planetariums like IPS 
news. Like new affiliates, conference decisions, job postings. 
Don't need astronomy news. NASA and S&T have great 
current astronomical news. 

MEMBERSHIP: Gene Zajac reported that there are 242 
current members. There were 228 last year. 89 (37%) are 
fellows. 130 members are IPS members. 95% have e-mail!! 
About 20 percent have no planetarium. Permanent facilities 
are up by 16. Portable facilities are down. 5 international 
members. States with the most members are as follows: Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and New York. 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger noted that Jack Fletcher 
handled the vendor registration at the joint conference. He did 
a different way than GLP A standards and had very good 
results. However, he said this might not work for other 
conferences. Klinger also reported some development updates 
for the GLP A handbook. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin urged people to forward 
the Planetarium profiles for the newsletter. He also wanted all 
planetarians to make sure and get information to their state 
chairs. Dale Smith will be traveling and MUST have text for 
proceedings e-mailed to him and on time in order to have a 
September printing deadline. 

EDUCATION: There will be an announcement in the next 
newsletter on how to get the Paper Plate Video. Requests for 
this video need to be in to Dave DeRemer. Need clarification 
on cost to Chuck. The committee desired a copy to go GLP A 
members at cost, not $14.95. 

GLPA's kindergartell/lst grade show, entitled 
Zubenelgenubi's illagic Sl~y has a narrated version thanks to 
Richard Walker who felt the participatory part of the show 
could not be handled efficiently by his part-time staff. So he 
narrated in the holes and the copy will be made available 
through Mitch Luman in Evansville. Thanks Richard! A 
Zubee videotape created by Gary Tomlinson will be 
distributed to Mitch Luman. Thanks Gary! 

DeRemer and Bonadurer noted that 171e Stargazer 
show featuring Dr. Jim Kaler is moving forward with an 
outline and introduction written. The plan is to premiere the 
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show at GLP A October 2002 Conference at the Barlow 
Planetarium in Menasaha, Wisconsin. 

Planned TIPS booklets in the future - Music #20 in 
early September. There are 900 songs listed. Geoff already 
has TIPS online so if this music becomes a TIPS booklet then 
those who want the database can go to Geoff and get the file. 
Winter newsletter with Music TIPS for January distribution. 

Dave DeRemer has many ideas for workshops next 
year, including how to make an arrow pointer and a video 
gate system for LCD projectors. Jeanne thanked Dave for his 
wide variety of Projects over the years. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (LIBRARY): Holt noted 
that many GLP A members still do not know how many things 
are available. He noted the need for an easier to remember 
WEB site. Dave Batch is checking to see if we can change 
the name to be resolved as www.GLPA.org Holt noted that 
audio and video files would be beefed up. Computer files are 
now in Geoffs hands. Jeanne thanked Geoff for his valuable 
skills and services. 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Gary Tomlinson went over 
the 2001 Agenda, and current conference status. For fall state 
meetings, there is $100.00 set aside for state chairs to use. 
Geoff Holt suggested a policy about gift bags and items that 
are paid for by registration fees. He mentioned a money limit 
for each conference allocated for gift items. Vendor items can 
exceed this amount. The committee desired to make a 
conference guideline that no more than $10.00 from the 
registration fee allocated to gifts. 

The 2002 GLP A conference is OCTOBER 23 rcJ _26th
, 

in Menasha, Wisconsin. There is a hotel change to Valley Inn 
in Neenah, Wisconsin. No conference location found so far 
for 2003. 

A motion by Gene Zajac to change anyone who is 65 
or retired pays a 10.00 fee. Seconded by Holt, so passed. 

Tomlinson reported that the conference host w
no longer have to provide breakfast for the GLP A 

It was decided to move the GLP A handbooks over to 
electronic Adobe Acrobat reader PDF with hard copies to 
President and President-Elect as they are responsible for 
updating this. Motion made by Holt, seconded Bonadurer, so 
passed. 

Discussion took place on how to determine the next 
conference location. Options included GLP A member 
majority, or by the Executive Committee. A GLPA listserv is 
being investigated to help handle this. 

OLD BUSINESS: None reported 

NEW BUSINESS: The spring meeting for GLPA Executive 
Committee will be April 27tl

\ Saturday at 9 a.m. CDT at Art 
Klinger's Planetarium in Mishawaka, Indiana. 

President Bishop thanked all the committee chairs 
and their hard work for GLP A. 

ADJOURMENT: Gene Zajac moved to adjourn, Bonadurer 
seconded. So passed at 3:39pm. 

 Committee meeting.
Executive



MINIJTES OF THE GLPA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Richmond, Kentucky 

CALL TO ORDER: The annual business meeting of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association was called to order at 
the 36th annual conference by President Francetic at 10:05 
am EDT. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: Robert Bonadurer, 
Secretary/Treasurer, reviewed the minutes of the previous 
business meeting held in Chicago, Illinois on October 14, 
2000, which were printed in the winter GLPA Newsletter. A 
motion to approve the minutes was seconded and approved. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonadurer reviewed the 
financial report for the 2000-2001 fiscal year. As of 
September 30, GLPA has a total assets balance of 
$10,709.79. He also noted the CD transfer to the 
membership. (Please sees executive committee minutes for 
the entire financial report.) 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: President Bishop thanked 
everyone for a great conference so far. 

PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Dan Francetic was 
unfortunately gone but President Bishop thanked him and all 
respondents for the planetarium value survey. She also 
thanked him for arranging the new poster boards at the 
conference. 

PRESIDENT -ELECT: President-Elect Sampson and 
volunteers passed out ballots for the following positions: Joe 
DeRocher and Dave Leake for President, Bob Bonadurer and 
Chuck Bueter for Treasurer, and Susan Button and Dave 
Hurd for IPS Representative. Election results announced later 
affirmed that DeRocher was elected President-Elect, 
Bonadurer as Secretary Treasuer, and Button as IPS 
representati ve. 

IPS REPORT: Button noted that Martin Ratcliffe of 
Exploration Place in Wichita Kansas is the new IPS 
president. The 2002 conference in Morelia was noted. Other 
items to be found at the IPS website below include the 200 
Montreal Proceedings, slide service, laser disks, script 
contest (deadline December 31,2001). She then asked the 
GLPA members on their preference for the site of the 2004 
conference by contacting her. The IPS committee will vote 
on the site in October 2001. The three choices are Oakland, 
California USA; Valencia, Spain; and Melbourne, Australia. 
By a show of hands the majority preference was Melbourne, 
Australia. For all IPS happenings and services check out 
their website at: http://..w.ww.ip~:J2J.mlITrrrj_ill!1.org 

MEMBERSHIP: Gene Zajac reported that there are 242 
current members. There were 228 last year. 89 (37 %) are 
fellows. 130 members are IPS members. 95 % have e-mail! 
About 20 percent have no planetarium. Permanent facilities 
are up by 16. Portable facilities are down. There are 5 
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international members. States with the most members are as 
follows: Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and New York. 

DEVELOPMENT: Art Klinger noted that conference host 
Jack Fletcher handled all vendor activity and did not 
currently have a preliminary report, though favorable results 
are expected. 

PUBLICATIONS: Bart Benjamin thanked the smart 
business people who advertise in the GLPA Newsletter. He 
also thanked the state chairs for their work. Kathy Michaels 
noted that non-regular GLPA states could still send their 
planetarium information to Bart to be included in the 
newsletter. Bart also urged the membership for their 
"planetarium profiles." He also noted people to send 
conference papers and posters to Dale Smith via e-mail and 
to "paste-in" all text. 

EDUCATION: DeRemer thanked Chuck Bueter for his 
work for the paper plate video prc~ject which is now 
available to all members. Go to the GLP A website for more 
information. 

He thanked Tomlinson and Zajac for their work on 
the music TIPS book #20, which will be available soon. He 
thanked Dan Francetic for his work on the planetarium value 
survey. respondents are at 674 and Dan would like 2,000 
respondents so please keep sending them in! 

DeRemer noted that the GLPA's new K-l grade 
show Zubenelgenubi IS Magical Sky is done and available for 
shipment from Mitch Luman in Evansville, Indiana. (see his 
e-mail at the back of this newsletter). Just write a check or 
get a PO and do it! The show sells for about $100. Fourteen 
showkits have sold with 36 currently available. There is now 
a video to go with the show and a narrated version. Thanks 
to Gary Tomlinson and Richard Walker for these value-added 
features! 

DeRemer and Bonadurer noted that The Stargazer 
show featuring Dr. Jim Kaler is moving forward with an 
outline and introduction written. The plan is to premiere the 
show at GLP A October 2002 Conference at the Barlow 
Planetarium in Menasha, Wisconsin. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Holt noted that many 
GLP A members still do not know how many things are 
available. He noted the need for an easier to remember 
website address. Dave Batch is checking to see if we can 
change the name to be resolved as www.GLPA.org. The 
current site is: http://www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/GLPA. Log 
on today! 

(continued on page 25) 



Survey of Teachers Visiting a Planetarium 

After careful consideration, please return this form to the planetarium director. It will be used to point out to 
planetarium supervisors the effects of planetarium usage and may be used by planetarium directors to help improve 
the focus of their lessons. 

Please indicate the grade or grades involved in your planetarium visit by circling your response. 

Grade Level: Pre K 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 College 

Please indicate the number of years of your teaching experience by circling the proper lettel". (A,B,C, etc) 

A. I B. between 2 and 5 C. between 6 and 10 D. 'more than 10 

Please indicate the frequency of your class's planetarium visits. 

A. One time only B. One time per year C. Multiple visits per year 

Please choose from the following regarding your observations of academic motivation by students in your class after 
the planetarium lesson. 

1. In the area of astronomy: 

A. less motivated B. same as before visit C. more motivated 

2 In the area of science: 

A. less motivated B. same as before visit C. more motivated 

3. In school work in general: 

A. less motivated B. same as before visit C. more motivated 

If your class is at a grade level requiring competency tests in your state, did the planetarium visit have a noticeable 
effect? 

A. not applicable B. observable positive effect C. no observable effect 

Did the content material promote new class discussions in a follow-up to the planetarium visit. 

A. not at all B. much discussion C. some discussion 

Please rate the planetarium visit/lesson as to its value in education. 

A. very valuable B. valuable C. good D. some value E. no value 
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Do you feel that planetarium visits/lessons are a vital part of your school system's curriculum? 

A. very much so B. somewhat c. not important at all 

Does the planetarium visit affect the academic aspect of your teaching? 

A. yes B. slightly C. not at all 

Please indicate subject areas dealt with in your planetarium visit/lesson. Indicate by placing a star in front of the 
name. 

Astronomy space SCience biology chemistry history 

Algebra geometry geography time trigonometry 

Art mUSIC English foreign languages physics 

scientific method problem solving psychology mythology powers of observation 

natural sciences 

After you look at this list, go back and choose any areas you would like to see a planetarium lesson deal with which 
would be appropriate for your class' grade level? Please indicate by underlining your choices. 

What was the most important thing about your planetarium visit? 

Please write about positive effects of your visits/lessons in the planetarium that were not covered in the previous 
questions. 

Other comments: 

Thank you very much for your cooperation in filling out this survey and returning it to the planetarium director 
whom you visited with your class! 

Daniel R. Francetic, Past President, Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
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ARTICLES 

Spread the Word: Increasing 
Attendance and/or Revenue 

Jeffery S. Potter 
Ritter Planetarium-Brooks Observatory 

(Excerpted from a paper given at the 2001 GLP A/SEPA 
joint conference. The full version will appear in the 
GLPA Proceedings). 

Many institutions today have static budgets that 
don't allow for growth and upgrades. Worse yet, some 
are even facing cut backs and shrinking budgets . We can 
try to make up for that a number of ways: grant writing, 
private donations, and increasing attendance revenue. I 
would like to talk about some of the simple public 
relations methods we've been using to attract our 
audiences and increase our gate revenue. 

Ritter Planetarium just had a one-year revenue 
jump that surpassed even our best expectations. It is, 
however, a continuation of the annual growth that we've 
enjoyed over the last few years. The roots of our current 
success go back several years, when we started to use 
simple public relations and marketing tools. 

Ritter Planetarium divides its P. R. efforts into 
three progranuning areas: school programs, public 
programs, and special interest programs. I will look at 
each type separately, but there are a few things that apply 
to all cases. 

• Keep at it, whatever strategy you decide to use. 
Marketing and P.R. methods will rarely be effective 
after just the first attempt. 

• Be ambitious. Reach further than you think you can 
by marketing to that town an hour or two away. 
(Only if they don't have their own planetarium, of 
course.) 

• Make and maintain a web site. Keep it up-to-date 
and put practical information on it. Form is 
important, but secondary to function. 
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• Promote yourself every chance you get. Mention 
upcoming events and programs at the end of every 
event or program. 

School progratTIs 

Progranmling for school groups is the single 
biggest source of revenue for our operation. As a result, 
we spend most of our marketing energies here. The most 
important thing I reconunend is to generate and maintain 
a mailing list. 

The Internet should make this much easier today 
than it was 5 years ago, but it still requires a lot of 
"phone" work and research. In a few weeks time, we 
were able to get the address of every public school within 
50 miles. The area Catholic Dioceses provided a list of all 
of their schools for our database. In order to get every 
other private school, we used the various phone books 
that cover our area. Every teacher that contacts us or 
schedules a program is automatically added to our 
mailing list. We currently have a school mailing list of 
over 2000 schools, teachers, day care centers and sunU11er 
camps. 

Once you have a database of schools, it is time to 
start mailing. Every September we send out a 20-page 
catalogue describing all of our school programs and 
everything a teacher needs to know to schedule a show. 
(This information is repeated on our website as well.) 
We also mail about 3 one-page supplemental flyers 
throughout the year stressing particular shows. 

Again, developing a mailing list is important. I 
think the most effective way to do this is just to keep a 
sign-up sheet and pen in the lobby. We send about 5 or 6 
one-page flyers to people on our list every year. This 
helps to keep a core audience. 

Be diligent about sending out press releases, even 
if it's just a copy of your current schedule. Contact every 
newspaper, television channel, and radio station in your 
area and get the name of the person or department that 
you should send your information to. 



Special Interest groups 

The best special interest groups we've found are 
the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. They each have merit 
badges related to space. A number of years ago, two 
student employees at Ritter, Waylena McCully and Dawn 
Mulliss, developed our Merit Badge Programs. 

Over all, this is the easiest group to do marketing 
for. The scouts have built in distribution system. We 
simply mail a stack of flyers to the area councils. They 
then distribute the flyers to their scout leaders. 

There are many other things that can be done as 
well to help promote your planetarium and increase 
attendance. It is a good idea to cultivate a relationship 
with the media so they know whom to come to whenever 
there is an astronomical event. Setting up special events 
like all night observing, astronomy day, etc., are effective 
at raising attendance and revenue. With the infrastructure 
of your mailing lists already set up, they are easy to 
promote, too. 

The most important thing is to always be asking, 
"What have I done to promote my planetarium today?" 

For more information, please see the entire paper 
in the 2001 GLPA Proceedings, or visit my web page at 
www.physics.utoledo.edu/~jpotter/comm/comm.htm 

For more information on Ritter Planetarium-Brooks 
Observatory, visit www.rpbo.utoledo.edu. 
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MINUTES OF THE GLP A 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

(continued from page 20) 

CONFERENCE PLANNING: Tomlinson noted that 22 
vendors contributed to the conference to the tune of $11,050. 
Thanks to all vendors! There were 166 delegates. Thanks to 
all who attended to make a great conference! He advised all 
to please fill out the questionnaire at the door prizes coming 
up. 

The 2002 GLP A conference is October 23 26 in 
Menasha, Wisconsin. There is a hotel change to Valley Inn 
in Neenah, Wisconsin, which has a better rate. The Barlow 
Planetarium is 50 feet in diameter and seats 98 and has a 
Digistar II projector. State meetings will be announced in 
the September newsletter and $100 is available for this. 

OLD BUSINESS: Jon Marshall announced any members to 
forward him any memorable speakers or events for the 
history TIPS booklet. Call Jon at 440-238-3784 if you 
remember some cool or inspiring words from any GLPA 
conference. Chuck Bueter thanked all who helped him on the 
paper plate video project and will make a website to help 
people who use the video. 

NEW BUSINESS: Dr. Ron Kaitchuck reminded all that the 
Ball State planetarium workshops are still going. President 
Bishop welcomed new GLP A members Ken Murphy from 
Southwest State in Minnesota and Mike Smith from 
Evansville. She also thanked Jack Fletcher and the entire 
Hummel Planetarium staff for hosting a great conference. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11: 15 p.m. EDT. 







The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2000-2001: 
Note: To ensure that last years' supporting members receive their full, four-issue 
acknowledgement, the new list of supporting members as of the SEP AJGLPA Conference 
will not be published until the winter issue, and will then nm for the four issues following. 

CONFERENCE SPONSOR 
$1,000+ 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing 
Representative: Clayton Hopper 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Joanne Young 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

PATRON MEMBERS 
$475 - $999 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Divine Lightwave Technologies 
Representative: Daniel Pinkos 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Toshikatsu Yasuda 
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Learning Technologies, Inc. 
Representative: Jane Sadler 

l\1ega Systems / Minolta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

The Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Bob Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Sky-Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
$350 - $474 

Bishop Museum Planetarium 
Representative: Mike Shanahan 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way cOlmected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an atliliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science 
Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autunmal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of Febmary, May, August and November. Send infonnation to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2001. 
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Gary E. Sampson 
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PAST-PRESIDENT 
Dan Francetic 
1143 Overlook Coul1 
Pickerington,OH 43147 
(614) 866-8435 
danthm@aol.com 

SECRET ARY ITREASURER 
Robelt.J. Bonadurer 
The Milmeapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
Ijbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 

PUBLICA TIONS 
GLPA NEl17/.,LETTER EDITOR 
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Cernan Eatth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fillh Avenue 
River Grove, IL 60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenj ami@triton.cc.il.us 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale W. Smith 
Physics and A~tronomy Dept. 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith(cl}newton.bgsu.edu 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Sue Button 
OCM BOCES Planetarium 
6820 Thompson Road 
P.O. Box 4754 
Syracuse, NY 13221 
(315) 433-2671 
sbutton@ocmboces.org 

MEMBERSHIP 
Chris Janssen 
Wausau School District Plm 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
(715)261-3140, Ext. 3317 
emj anssen@yahoo.col1l 

INSTR. MATER'LS LIBRARY 
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Geof]J-ey Holt 
Madison Metro School District Plm 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison, WI 53717 
(608) 829-4053 
gholt(?i}madison.k12.wi.us 
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mluman@emuseum.org 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Jeanne Bishop 

What terrible things have hit our country this fall! 
The terrorist attacks in New York City and Washington D.C., 
and the anthrax threat have occupied the concerns and 
actions of us all. Neil Tyson, astronomer and Director of 
New York's Rose CenterlPlanetarium, described his day and 
view from his home just a few blocks away from the World 
Trade Center Towers in an e-mail letter, "Horror! Horror! 
Horrorl" Fortunately Neil got his daughter home from pre
school beside the Towers and took both his baby son and 
daughter north to re-unite with his wife by late afternoon, 
going by train to his parents' home in New England. His 
account made me feel that I was in New York, living the 
tragedy and his family's escape. 

In my job I am glad to be sharing thoughts of our 
place in time and space, helping to give some perspective to 
our human condition, and plant ideas of universal 
organization and beauty. When I was young, my father 
(Richard Emmons) left this lasting thought with me that I 
pass on to those in my classes and planetarium audiences: 
"You are more than the world, though you are such a dot, for 
you can think and the world cannot." Each person can know 
some of the greatness and beauty of the world and the 
universe and can realize that ability to understand and decide 
means power in that universe. The realization can offer hope 
that major human problems can be overcome. And so we go 
on, more aware of what happens around us. 

I have been fortunate to attend two fine state GLP A 
meetings this fall, and I thank the hosts for their hospitality 
and work. The Ohio meeting was joined with some 
participants of Pennsylvania in Pittsburgh, hosted at North 
Hills High School by Sue Batson with her husband and 
colleague. The Michigan meeting, with Indiana and Ohio 
attendees (including my husband Allan and I) was in Grand 
Rapids at the Public Museum/Chaffee Planetarium, hosted by 
David DeBruyn, Mark Perkins, and Gary Tomlinson. About 
20 participants were at each meeting. 

In Pittsburgh, I enjoyed seeing both the North Hills 
renovated Spitz planetarium, in which pillows, instead of 
chairs, provide comfort for sky viewing, and the small Zeiss 
planetarium in a complete high school science laboratory at 
Pine-Richland High School. Having attended an all-day 
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meeting in Youngstown on light and spectroscopy and being 
tired, I did not go on the late Friday night tour to Allegheny 
Observatory with others. 

The papers were interesting, including a slide 
presentation about Christopher Columbus' navigation by Rick 
Pirko, originally presented by Warren Young at an IPS 
conference. Rick gave the talk on Columbus Day, a very 
appropriate paper. Dale Smith reviewed astronomy in the 
flags of different countries. We heard some history of the old 
Buhl Planetarium, a Zeiss facility still located in its original 
building in Pittsburgh. The lasagna potluck on Friday night 
at North Hills and the big buffets for breakfast and Saturday 
dinner at the motel were, like the decorations and hand-made 
door prizes, "out of this world." 

At North Hills on Saturday, Sharon Shanks led a 
discussion of her great idea to produce an Ohio Bicentennial 
planetarium program, with vignettes of the Wright Brothers' 
work (the centennial anniversary of flight) and the Apollo 
program (Neil Armstrong is from Ohio and still lives here). 
Perhaps a grant will be obtained to fund this project. 

(continued on page 8) 

EDITOR'S MESSAGE 
Bart Benjamin 

Happy December Solstice! In addition to its regular 
columns, this issue of the GLPA Newsletter contains a few 
special features. First is another article in our series of 
"Planetarian Profiles," this one from Marc Rouleau from the 
"winter wonderland" of Hibbing, Minnesota. Also, Jeanne 
Bishop sent a few annotated photographs from her recent 
visits to the Michigan and Ohio state meetings. 

Please note that the deadline for the Spring issue 
of the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2002. Please 
submit your facility reports to your state chairs by mid
January. Thank you! 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. May the New Year 2002 be better for you, 
better for your family, better for your planetarium, 
and better for America! 



STATE 

STA TE CHAIRS 

ILLINOIS 

Chairman: Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

INDIANA 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
9421 Stagecoach Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804 
(219) 432-8786 
e-mail: parvanlav@aol.com 

MICHIGAN 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 645-3235 
e-mail: mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403 
(419) 372-8666 
e-mail: dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 

WISCONSIN I MINNESOTA 

Chairman: Bob Bonadurer 
Minneapolis Planetarium 
300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 630-6151 
e-mail: rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 
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NEWS 

Special thanks to Brock 
Schroeder and his colleagues at the 
Strickler Planetarium for hosting a 
very fine lllinois State Meeting on 
October 27th. - [Ed.] 

At the Lakeview Museum 
Planetarium in Peoria, Adler 
Planetarium's In Search of New 
Worlds continues through December. 
After Christmas, daily shows will 
include Zubenelgenubi's Magic Sky 
and Where in the Universe is Carmen 
Sandiego. In January, the 

planetarium will be presenting Aurora, produced by the 
Minneapolis Planetarium, and in February, Follow the 
Drinking Gourd, from the New Jersey State Museum. Both 
shows will run through April 14. In addition, in March, 
Where in the Universe is Carmen Sandiego and a current 
constellation show will run on Saturdays. In November, the 
planetarium conducted an outreach visit to Barrow, Alaska, 
visiting the elementary, middle and high schools with 
programs on the scale of the solar system. Barrow is a 
"comet" in Peoria's Community Solar System Model. 

The summer of 2001 saw the completion of the 
installation of the East Coast Controls automation system for 
Strickler Planetarium on the campus of Olivet Nazarene 
University, in Bourbonnais, Illinois. Now all slide projectors 
and the Spitz A4 star projector are automated. The work was 
performed by John Hare of Ash Enterprises. Strickler hosted 
the Illinois state meeting the last Saturday in October. The 
third annual presentation of The Haunted Planetarium once 
again saw sell-out shows the weekend before Halloween. The 
installation of The Explorers Of Mauna Kea is near 
completion. These shows will be performed for audiences 
beginning in January 2002. 

The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton 
College in River Grove is reprising its two popular holiday 
programs, Celebrations of Winter and Winter Wonderlight, 
along with the Arctic Light wraparound film, Rusty Rocket's 
Last Blast, and two other laser shows. In January, the Cernan 
Center will premiere the Minneapolis Planetarium's Journey 
to the Stars, along with the Seasons wraparound film, 
Dinosaurs in Space, Rusty Rocket's Last Blast, and three 
different laser light shows. 

The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will open Calgary's In My Backyard in 
the new year, along with Night Lights and Winter Prairie 
Skies. A couple of "oldies, but goodies" will make their 
return to the dome, including Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the 



Moon (by request) and Odyssey, the show that opened the 
planetarium in 1987. The "World of Science" lecture series 
continues as well as the fourth annual Super Bowl Dinner. 

Wayne James is taking Starlab to schools again this 
year. As Wayne explains, most programs are interactive. "I 
start with the students asking me questions, then the program 
deals with topics they have brought up. Most are in the lower 
or middle grades, but some are high school. I also work with 
students taking Astronomy 101 and 102 at Parkland College. 
They are sent to my rural home where the skies are darker. I 
have three telescopes with drives as well as several 
binoculars. They enjoy "planetarium type" star stories under 
the real sky. I use a large spotlight for a pointer. There is 
enough humidity in the air to make a narrow beam of light 
that works very well." 

Special thanks and huzzahs 
go to Dan Goins for all his work 
arranging the fall meeting and its 
special programming. I know that 
Dan put a lot of time, thought, and 
energy in planning the event, only 
to see it cancelled due to low 
registration and schedule conflicts. 
Thanks Dan for all your efforts on 
our behalf. -Alan Pareis 

The Muncie Community 
Schools' Planetarium Director, Peggy 

Motes, was selected as a member of the 2001 USA Today All
American Teacher Team. Twenty educators are selected from 
100 finalists from thousands of applicants. Peggy is the first 
planetarium teacher selected to receive this award. The 2001 
All-American Teacher Team was featured in the October 
11th issue of USA Today. 

The Muncie Community Schools' Planetarium will 
show the Loch Ness holiday program 'Tis The Season, during 
the Annual Luminary Walk of the Festival of Trees and 
Lights December 6, 7, and 8, 2001. Sandy, Pepper and the 
Eclipse from Bowen Productions will be shown to school 
groups during November and in December prior to the eclipse 
on December 14th. 'Tis The Season will be shown to school 
groups during December, 2001. 

Ron Kaitchuck of the Ball State Planetarium 
reports that the planetarium has begun showing Explorers of 
Mauna Kea to overflow audiences. Star of Bethlehem ran the 
first half of December. Ron's summer "New Technologies in 
Planetarium Operations" was very successful and fun. 

With the change in staffing, fall was busy for the 
University of St. Francis' E. C. Schouweiler Planetarium in 
Fort Wayne. New School Educator Luann Watson did a 
variety of school shows, modifying each presentation to meet 
the needs of each class. GLPA's A Solar System Adventure 
is usually the core of each school show with Luann adding 
hands-on activities. JHE's Welcome to the Universe has now 
been added as a possible option for inclusion in school shows. 
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Director Alan Pareis and Technician Chris Highlen reprised 
their Spring and Summer Explorers of Mauna Kea in 
November for a high school and university special events. 
Star of Bethlehem 2001 will run in December. 

The Koch Planetarium in Evansville recently 
developed a 1,500 square-foot light pollution exhibition to be 
displayed in the Museum's Koch Science Center from 
September 15 through December 1, 2002. The ll-week 
exhibition, which will be entitled "Our Vanishing Sky," will 
examine how outdoor lighting affects people, animals and 
astronomers. The exhibition will use dioramas, hands-on 
displays and examples of common outdoor lighting practices 
to offer solutions that increase efficiency and safety while 
preserving the precious resource of the starry night sky. 

As the deep 
freeze of winter sets in, 
Michigan planetaria 
embark on a very busy 
holiday season. 

In Grand 
Rapids, the Roger B. 
Chaffee Planetarium 
will open the new year 
with Bishop 
Planetarium's show 
Explorers of Mauna 

Kea as well as GLPA's Magical Sky. As always, they will 
offer a current sky show every weekend. During February, 
they will be re-running Follow The Drinking Gourd. In the 
light show department, they will offer tluee shows: Pink 
Floyd's Wish You Were Here, Dark Side of the Moon and a 
custom produced non - (for the most part) laser light show, 
Radiohead, OK Computer. 

In East Lansing, Abrams Planetarium will be 
running Orion Rendezvous from OMSI for their general 
audience show and GLPA's Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky for 
their family show. They've also hired a new staff member. 
Shane Horvatin, most recently from the Sharp Planetarium in 
Memphis, will be taking on the education coordinator duties, 
among other things. 

In Dearborn Heights, the renaming of the Crestwood 
School District Planetarium to the Richard Ensign 
Planetarium this September marked the retirement after 32 
years as Planetarium Director of Mr. Richard Ensign. New 
Director Carrie Meyers would like to announce that the 
planetarium will continue and grow its mission of reaching 
the children and community of Dearborn Heights and the 
surrounding area. The planetarium currently serves schools in 
the wider Detroit Metropolitan area as well as civic and 
private groups. The 66-seat room houses the beautifully kept 
Spitz A3P projector. Upcoming additions will include a 
projector gallery and special effects, with automation and new 
lighting also on the list. On a personal note, Carrie would 



love to hear from her Michigan friends. She is nearly ecstatic 
to be back under the dome after her hiatus into the world of 
audio visual presentations. Also, she'd like to sincerely thank 
Jeff and Mike at Cranbrook for allowing her to have her 
Sundays under their dome while away from the field. Carrie 
can be reached at cmeyers@csdm.k12.mLus if you'd like to 
say hello or if you have some charity equipment you'd like to 
throw her way! They may be simple, but their philosophy is 
to excite, inspire, and educate. 

The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette will be 
running 'Tis The Season by Loch Ness Productions in 
December, an in-house program entitled Spectacular Winter 
Sky in January, and Minneapolis Planetarium's Aurora in 
February and March. 

As part of Dinomania! Robert T. Longway 
Planetarium in Flint will be showing the planetarium shows 
Dancing With The Dinosaurs from Manitoba and the Great 
Dinosaur Caper. As part of Dinomania! they will also have 
the "Dinostories" exhibit from OMSI filling their lobby with 
dinosaurs. They will also have a new hands-on activity for 
classes on fossil formation and will also continue their ever 
popular Family Science activities, including "How to Use 
Your New Telescope" workshop and "Dinoscience." 
Dinomania! runs from January 19 through April 28, 2002. In 
addition, they'd like to welcome to the fold their new staff 
person, Jennifer Easton. 

At the time of this submission the new Digital Dome 
Planetarium in Detroit is nearing completion. For those that 
haven't heard, this facility, located in a brand new Science 
Center in Detroit, is a 50-foot tilted dome, Digistar II facility 
with Sky-Skan automation. The grand opening will be on 
December 8th and 9th. Director Todd Slisher and newly 
hired Planetarium Education Coordinator John Schroer are 
hard at work getting things ready for their opening. Their 
initial program is an in-house production titled Views of the 
Universe. In January, the planetarium will add educational 
programming with Zubenelgenubi's Magical Sky, Winter 
Nights and Solar System Adventures. Both educational and 
public programming selection will continue to grow just as 
quickly as they can put things in place. 

The Grand Haven Area Public Schools 
Planetarium in Grand Haven opened November with Honey, 
I Shrunk the Universe. In December they offered The Maji's 
Star, a GHAPS planetarium production. After the new year, 
students will be treated to Amazing Stargazing and Hercules 
and Other Superhero Stars. 

Starting in January, the Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum's Universe Theater & Planetarium will begin 
running a new version of Where Do I Live? The original 
program was produced in-house more than ten years ago. 
This year, a new version of the show was developed with the 
Woodward School for Science And Technology (WST AR), 
with support funding from the PLATO grant offered through 
NASA and DePaul University. The program constructs our 
space address from house and street through solar system, 
Milky Way and the universe. Also starting at that time will 
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be the program Orion Nights: A Guide to the Winter Sky, 
which was also produced in-house. The program mixes star 
and constellation identification, mythology and science into 
an entertaining introduction to stargazing. 

The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson will 
present Sudekum's Santa Snork Saves the Seasons and Loch 
Ness Productions Season of Light during December to both 
school groups and the general public. As part of their 
commitment to the Explorer's Project, they will begin 
presenting The Explorers of Mauna Kea to both public and 
school audiences. 

The Delta College Planetarium opened its 2001-
2002 season in October. A highbred version of Evans & 
Sutherland's Night Walk, (which included Pandora's Box 
programmed by Aaron McEuen of Hansen Planetarium) was 
presented as a free mini show on October 28. Along with free 
views of an active sun through the solar scope on the 
observation deck, the day served as a great PR vehicle to get 
people in and interested in future shows. The Christmas Star 
and 'Tis The Season will run as their holiday shows. The 
Delta College Planetarium will celebrate its fifth anniversary 
in February, 2002 with a spectacular new show, The 
Greatest Wonders of the Universe, written by Bill Gutsch 
with a soundtrack by Mark Mercury. The week-long 
anniversary celebration will include an astronaut visit and 
teacher workshop, open house and special presentations for 
donors and other special friends, a contest and other 
"specials" for visiting school groups and Delta students, and 
possibly a NASA exhibit. (The planetarium was built with a 
grant from NASA.) The planetarium has also received a large 
donation for the construction of a sundial, which will 
hopefully be installed in the spring. The planetarium is also 
expanding its staff and looking for a planetarium astronomer 
to serve as Assistant Show Manager (and principle Digistar 
programmer). If interested, contact Garry Beckstrom at 
gfbeckst@alpha.delta.edu. 

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium 
in Bloomfield Hills began offering Season of Light and 
Holiday Lasers the day after Thanksgiving. These shows will 
run through December 31st. In addition, they debuted a 
brand new laser light show in November entitled Sonic 
Laserosity which features music by Pink Floyd, Jimi Hendrix 
and others. On January 4th, they will begin offering 
MarsQuest by Loch Ness Productions. 

In addition to producing quality astronomy 
programming, the staff at Cranbrook is also kept busy outside 
of the planetarium. On January 7th they will host a 
"Telescope Users Workshop," and for the third year in a row 
they will teach the Masters of Science Education astronomy 
course at Lawrence Technological University. 

At the Henry Ford Community College 
Planetarium in Dearborn, Director Mike Lopresto has been 
given three hours (rather than just one) of his load to devote 
to the planetarium. The Inain goal is to increase college use of 
the facility for outreach to the public. 



Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania planetarians 
gathered at North Hills High 
School near Pittsburgh for their 
fall 2001 meeting. Host Susan 
Batson served up a great 
agenda beginning with a Friday 
evening lasagna dinner on 
October 12. After the Columbus 
Day repast, Rick Pirko gave a 
talk on Columbus' use of 

astronomy, and then we drove to the historic Allegheny 
Observatory for a superb tour. Saturday morning began with 
a visit to the Pine Richland Planetarium, which features a 
Zeiss ZKP3 star projector. A paper session followed back at 
North Hills. David Hurd proposed creating a list of purchased 
shows owned by "greater Ohioans," Dale Smith showed 
astronomical symbols on flags around the world, Jeanne 
Bishop described the planetariums of the San Francisco area, 
Sharon Shanks (see below) proposed an all-Ohio planetarium 
program for the state's 2003 bicentennial, and invited speaker 
Glenn Walsh outlined the history of Pittsburgh's Buhl 
Planetarium. Later, Susan and Janet Nadel "me-wowed" us 
with a presentation of the Loch Ness show Larry Cat in 
Space. Thanks to Susan and co-workers for an excellent 
meeting. 

Soon after the meeting, the busy North Hills folk 
ran Explorers of Mauna Kea on a public night in November 
and Winter Wonders in December. Meanwhile, ninth grade 
teachers learned three pre-programmed lessons on 
constellation mythology and sixth grade classes studied 
diurnal motion, moon phases, constellation location, and 
planetary positions and movements. Sue is also at work on 
programming for Spanish classes and on an exploration 
lesson for eleventh grade social studies classes. She is also 
hoping to get a local group - the Pittsburgh Area Planetarium 
Association - up and running again. (Would this make her 
the Mama of the PAPAs?) 

First in flight-planetariums across Ohio are in the 
planning stages of a groundbreaking cooperative planetarium 
program to mark the state's bicentennial in 2003. 
Participating planetariums will draw upon particular local 
knowledge and expertise and contribute a section to the 
program, which will then be distributed across the state to be 
shown during the bicentennial year. This is the first time 
cooperation on a statewide scale has been attempted, and the 
ambitious project fits well with Ohio's unique place in the 
quest for space. From the Wright Brothers to John Glenn and 
Neil Armstrong, Ohio has done much to lift humankind's 
dreams into the sky and beyond. Planetariums wishing to take 
part should contact Sharon Shanks at slshanks@cc.ysu.edu. 

The Edinboro University Planetarium debuted two 
new programs this fall. Legends of the Night Sky highlighted 
the fall sky with the Perseus/ Andromeda myth. David Hurd 
writes that this educational laser show has been very popular 
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and recommends it to anyone with laser capability. Edinboro 
is also running The Sky Above Mister Rogers' Neighborhood. 
This program from the Carnegie Science Center is geared 
toward 2-5 year olds. David reports a hoot of a new idea: he 
uses the train trolley which runs around his springline in 
place of the arrow pointer at times. 

Edinboro also continues its commitment to students 
who are visually impaired or blind. They are working on 
more detailed tactile illustrations of the planets, galaxies, and 
other stellar objects complete with Braille descriptions. They 
even have the Deep Field North tactilely! 

Joann Ballbach writes from The Wilderness Center 
that their the Sundial is complete! It's a 6-foot tall gnomon 
that tells time on a 13-foot diameter flagstone dial. There's a 
picture online at http://sundials.org!registry.Click on Ohio 
and scroll to Wilmot. 

Gene Zajac has been busy hosting meetings in 
Shaker Heights. In November, he hosted a Board of 
Education meeting in the planetarium. He showed how the 
planetarium is an educational tool that can demonstrate 
astronomical concepts more effectively than in the classroom. 
In early November, Gene hosted 30 elementary teachers 
needing to learn about weather and astronomy. In a four
hour class, he also introduced paper plate astronomy and 
other teaching aids. His colleague Rod MacLeod 
demonstrated physical and chemical aspects of weather with 
many experiments. In November, Gene hosted the C.R.A.P. 
meeting and demonstrated new equipment recently installed 
by Bowen Productions and East Coast. He reports that the 
system is improving his effectiveness as an astronomy teacher 
and planetarian and he has two student volunteers working in 
the production suite every day. 

Jeanne Bishop just broke a record. During two days 
in early November she taught her high school classes and 
coached Science Olympiad after school both days and 
presented six different planetarium programs for elementary, 
intermediate, high school, and public groups. These live, 
interactive lessons included an "American Indian Sky Ideas" 
for first grade, "Creative Writing Under the Sky" for third 
grade, "Moon Phases and Eclipses" for fifth grade, "Use of 
the Sky in the Age of Exploration" for sixth grade, and 
changing north celestial poles and vernal equinox positions 
during the precession cycle for her high school astronomy 
class, as well as "Star Lives," a family community program. 
Busy as it was, Jeanne writes, "I had a very enjoyable two 
days. I love what I do." A good reason to be a planetarian. 

There's a new face in Sandusky. Lois Wolf has come 
on board at the Sidney Frohman Planetarium following 
Dick Speir's retirement in June. She is already familiar with 
this facility - in years past, she worked as an assistant there 
and has also done Sunday public programs. Lois will be part
time in Sandusky and part -time Collections Registrar at the 
Historical Museum in Milan, tlle birthplace of Thomas 
Edison (without light bulbs, where would planetariums be?). 
Lois is excited to be back in the planetarium in a more 



involved way and ready to meet more GLP A colleagues. 
Welcome back! 

Jeff Potter reports that the Ritter Planetarium
Brooks Obsenratory opened a successful new in-house 
production this fall on SETI called Is There Anybody Out 
There? Gavin Hoffman at Roper Mountain Science Center 
supplied the narration. The Ritter "elves" have added some 
fresh sparkle to their traditional holiday programs. Santa's 
Secret Star has a whole new look and sound thanks to the 
staff at Staerkel Planetarium in Illinois, with special thanks to 
Pam Friese for the great original artwork Santa now boasts. 
Old Lights of Holiday Nights has also been updated for 200l. 
Jeff is happy to report that he is learning how to mix 
soundtracks on his computer, making in-house production 
much easier, but he is sad to report that he got drafted as 
narrator for Old Lights and will have to listen to himself all 
month. Starting in January 2002, Ritter will have a new, 
steady public schedule. They will present an adult/family 
program every Friday at 7:30 p.m. and a children's/family 
program every Saturday afternoon at 1 p.m. throughout the 
year. They invite any planetarians in the area to stop by for a 
show. 

Down the road, Gene Zajac showed up one night at 
the Bowling Green Planetarium, where Lunar Odyssey was 
the fall show. Clad in his spacesuit, Gene wowed the 
audience with a post-show astronaut impersonation. Secret of 
the Star returned in December to Bowling Green for its 
twelfth annual run. 

Ah, the lovely Leonids were a remarkable reminder 
why planetaria are so needed to promote and educate the 
public about the universe. It was great that so many people 
were able to witness the shooting star spectacular. 

In Stevens Point, Randy Olson is running Tis the 
Season (Loch Ness), Aurora (Minneapolis) and Journey to 
the Stars (Minneapolis). 

Over in LaCrosse, it's Skywatchers of Ancient 
Cleveland, or is it Mexico? (Hansen, or CRAP) and 
Minneapolis' Aurora. La Crosse also continues its popular 
music show Album Encounters, where Bob Allen plays 
recently released and classic CDs directed more for the 
college students. 
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Over In Waukesha, Mr. "D" is running Winter 
Wonders (Minneapolis) and Explorers of Mauna Kea 
(Bishop). GLP A's education chair is also conducting "Make 
and Take" astronomy workshops. 

The Gary E. Sampson Planetarium at Wauwatosa 
West High School has begun expanding its public show 
offerings. The November public show was Jupiter, the King 
of the Planets. 

GLP A's 2002 conference host, Karen K from the 
Barlow Planetarium in Menasha, is presenting Season of 
Light (Loch Ness) and Clouds of Fire (Adler). They have 
also added short topical programming to their shows to entice 
people to return. 

Nearby in Wausau, GLP A's membership chair, 
Chris Janssen, has scored a new scope via a grant. Soda pop 
giants Coke and Pepsi have provided funds for a renovation 
of their Space Program, which includes a space shuttle school 
bus and solar powered space station. 

Over in the North Star state, Dave Weirich in 
Moorhead is showing Lewis and Clark (Valley City, ND) 
while Marc Rouleau in Hibbing is busy with Solar System 
Adventure (GLPA), Explorers of Mauna Kea (Bishop) and 
the 8-70 film Thrill Ride. Marc is also doing some acting in 
the Community College's theater. 

The Minneapolis Planetarium is running its own 
production of Winter Wonders and, in January, brings back its 
old Dinosaur show, which no asteroid can seem to kill. Also 
playing will be it new production Space Dreams. 
Minneapolis will close its doors on November 1st, 2002 in 
preparation for the funding of a new building that will open 
in early 2006. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 3) 

GLP A members will remember that we had our fall 
meeting at Grand Rapids, with the Chaffee Planetarium 
within the wonderful Public Museum of Grand Rapids. This 
fall at the Michigan meeting we saw "Music of the Night" 
from Phantom of the Opera set to Digistar effects. This was 
one of the most beautiful brief planetarium presentations I 
have ever seen. Participants watched an entire Halloween 
program with laser effects, in which "Music of the Night" 
was just one segment. But "Music of the Night" stood out, 
and we would not leave without an encore of just that 
segment. To the song words of "floating," shapes floated 
upward on the dome. The "starflow" came to a conclusion 
with the correct night sky at the end of the song. The 
coordination was exceptional and inspirational, not to be 
missed! I have always promoted the educational value of the 
planetarium. There is emotional/motivational value, too. As 
this presentation demonstrates, the latter sometimes can be 
completely independent of educational components. 

(continued on page 17) 





BULLETIN BOARD 

GLP A TEACHER SURVEY 
From Dan Francetic 

This is the second year of our sUlvey of teachers 
using planetariums with their classes. As of this printing, 
707 responses have been received and used to gather data on 
the effects of planetariums on students. This number of 
responses is not sufficient to give credibility to the results. 

If you are currently conducting the survey, please use 
Easter 2002 as a target date for returning as many survey 
forms as you have received from teachers. Easter is March 
31, 2002. This will be the last announcement dealing with 
this project. The results will be announced at the GLP A 
Conference in October. 

If you wish to begin participating, a survey form can 
be found on the GLP A website, which has a URL of 

www.pa.msu.edu/abrams/GLPAJIndex.html 

Please return completed forms to Dan Francetic, 
1143 Overlook Court, Pickerington, OR 43147. 

GLP A TO DROP ITS REDUCED RATE 
ASTRO MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

From Bob Bonadurer 

Because of insufficient orders, the GLP A Executive 
Committee and I have decided to no longer offer our reduced
rate subscriptions for Astronomy and Sky and Telescope 
magazines. If you are currently a subscriber and have not yet 
been notified, please contact Bob Bonadurer by phone at 
(612) 630-6151 or bye-mail at rjbonadurer@mplib.org. 

[Ed.] The GLP A Executive Committee thanks Bob for 
undertaking this project for the past few years. 

DO YOU HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR YOUR FELLOW GLP A 
MEMBERS? E-MAIL IT TO BART 
BENJAMIN BY FEBRUARY 1ST AND 
IT WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF THE GLPA NEWSLETTER. 
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LEARNING NETWORK TO PROVIDE 
SCIENCE LESSON PLANS ONLINE 

From their press release 

Learning Network, the Internet's largest educational 
website for parents, teachers, and students, and the National 
Science Teachers Association (NST A), the world's largest 
science teacher organization, today announced a strategic 
partnership to provide teachers of science with timely 
activities and lesson plans to enhance science instruction. 
Their website URL is learningnetwork.com. 

The organizations are combining their vast resources 
and Internet capabilities to produce a monthly e-mail 
newsletter called Science Monthly. The theme-based 
newsletter is geared for K-12 educators and provides timely 
activities, lesson plans, and resources for quality science 
instruction. The first issue of Science Monthly centers on the 
theme of animal adaptations, chosen because of its timeliness 
with the changing of the seasons. Upcoming topics will 
include nutrition, classroom safety, careers in science, soil, 
Earth Day, summer solstice, and assessment. 

NST A is culling lessons plans and activities from the 
rich archives of its award-winning journals, including 
Science & Children, Science Scope, and The Science 
Teacher, as well as from books created by NSTA Press, the 
publishing arm of the Association. These activities, along 
with a host of others provided by Learning Network, provide 
the content for the newsletter. 

Science Monthly is e-mailed on the third Wednesday 
of every month. It is available free to teachers of science who 
sign up online at teachervision.com. Science Monthly is also 
archived on the Learning Network's Teacher Channel, 
TeacherVision.com. 

INTERNET WEATHER 
FORECASTING 

Jonathan Kahl, Professor of Atmospheric Science at 
the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, has developed a 
free, hands-on Internet activity related to weather forecasting 
that is designed to enhance pre-college instruction in the 
sciences and mathematics. It can be found online at: 

www.uwm.edu/""kahl/Forecast/ 

For more details, please contact Mr. Kahl at 
(414) 229-3949 or bye-mail at kahl@uwm.edu. 



ws 4~5.00 
Also available from 

Minneapolis Planetarium Show Productions 
AMAZING STARGAZING 
Running time - 30 minutes 
:# of slides - 1 72 
AURORA! 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:# of sUdes - 302 
HERCULES SUPERSTARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
41: slides - 220 
HONEY, I SHRUNK THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
Running time - minutes 
:# of slides 336 
HONEY I SHRUNK THE UNIVERSE 
Running time - 37 minutes 
:# of slides - 120 

JOURNEY TO THE STARS 
Running time - 29 minutes 
=If of slides - 101 
ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
Running time - 35 minutes 

41= of sUdes - 270 
THE X TRA TERRESTRIAL FILES 
Running time - 35 minutes 
:If of slides - 122 
3-2-1 ... BLAST OFF 
Running time - minutes 
:If of slides - 152 
WINTER WONDERS 
Running time - 35 minutes 
# of sUdes - 172 

Call 612 ... 630 ... 6155 for more information and sample cassettes. 
300 Nicollet Mall inneapolis Minnesota 5540 1 

www.mplanetarium .. org 





Position Vacancy Notice 

Assistant Show Manager - Planetarium 

CLASSIFICATION: AlP 
PAYGRADE: 6 

OFFICE: Planetarium and Learning Center 
STATUS: Full-Time 

Delta College is a community college serving Bay, Midland and Saginaw Counties in the east-central portion 
of Michigan. Residing in the district are 400,000 people, including communities of 70,000, 40,000 and 38,000 
residents. The campus was opened in 1961 and two major additions have opened since Fall, 1978, a major $26 million 
renovation project was just completed, and an additional $42 million renovation project has been approved. The 
College is especially proud of its thirty-nine year history of shared governance. The College is a charter member of 
the National League for Innovation in the Community College, in recognition of the range of creative programs 
offered. The College seeks creative and innovative employees who will join us as active leaders and contributors to 
our vision as a learning-centered institution of the 21st Century. 

The $8.5 million NASA funded Bay City Center includes the planetarium complex, seven classrooms, a 
computer lab, a large multi-purpose assembly/exhibit space, gift shop and office/support areas. 

The planetarium serves the public and elementary/secondary schools in addition to Delta College classes. The 
planetarium opened in 1997 and is a 50-foot, 10-degree tilt dome seating 130. The theater is equipped with a Digistar 
II digital projection system; Sky-Skan automation and audience interactive/response system; a full complement of slide 
and special effects equipment; three Barco video projectors (two on programmable pan-tilt mounts); and a digital 5.1 
surround sound audio system. 

POSITION ACCOUNTABILITIES: 

Monitor day-to-day routine operation of the Planetarium theater, which includes helping to troubleshoot, 
maintain and repair theater equipment. Along with the Planetarium Show Manager, recruit, train, schedule and 
supervise part-time theater staff. Serve as principle Digistar programmer. Present regularly changing shows, programs 
and activities for group visitors, classes and the general public. Manage the Planetarium web site; assist the 
Planetarium show manager in creation and installation of shows; assist with development and implementation of 
specialty programs for target audiences and displays for the general public. 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. Bachelor's Degree in astronomy, science and/or art, music or media technology or closely related field with 
substantial background and knowledge of astronomy either through education, experience or both. 

2. Skills in planetarium production techniques are needed along with computer programming and web site 
management. 

3. Minimum three years previous planetarium work experience and a record of planetarium program production 
and supporting activities. 

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. Digistar previous experience preferred. 

APPLICA TION DEADLINE: 

Open until filled. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

Submit cover letter with position title, current resume, copies of transcripts, and three names of work related references 
to: Human Resources Office, JIOIB, Delta College, University Center, MI, 48710. Visit our website at 
www.delta.edu (go to "Fast Links" for employment information). Delta College is an EO/AAIADA Employer. 
Smoke/Drug Free Workplace. 
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PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
Marc Rouleau, Director 
Paulucci Space Theatre 

Hibbing, Minnesota 
m.rouleau@hcc.mnscu.edu 

Q. What college did you attend? 

A. I attended Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. I got my bachelor's degree in physics. 

Q. What were you doing before you started working in 
the planetarium? 

A. Since childhood, I wanted to work in the space program, 
but post -Cold War cuts in the aerospace agencies diverted my 
path. I worked for a while as a test engineer at a 
manufacturing firm outside of Boston, then started 
volunteering at my hometown Wallace Planetarium (in 
Fitchburg, MA). I decided that planetarium work was much 
more fun that what I was doing. 

Q. What planetariums have you worked for? What is 
your current position? What percent of your job duties 
are planetarium-related? 

A. I started out at the Wallace Planetarium in Fitchburg, 
MA. I then applied and was chosen for an internship at the 
Buehler Planetarium in Davie, FL. I am now director of the 
Paulucci Space Theatre in Hibbing, MN. 

I consider all my duties planetarium related, even if that 
means vacuuming the theatre after a show or attending a 
Chamber of Commerce meeting in order to stay connected 
with the city businesses. 

Q. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that 
may have influenced your love of the stars and/or your 
career path to the planetarium. 

A. I think the biggest early influence was the images that 
came from the Voyager spacecraft when they rendezvoused 
with Saturn. There was a lot in the newspapers and on 
television and the pictures of the planet and its rings and 
moons were awesome! I gave up my other ambition to play 
for the Red Sox, but they ended up getting a pretty good 
shortstop anyway! 

Q. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not 
planetarium or astronomy related. 

A. I like to be physically active. I ride my bike around town, 
I play tennis and softball, and golf. I even joined a curling 
team last winter now that I am in Northern Minnesota! I like 
playing guitar and reading, as well. This last spring I even 
joined the cast of Hibbing Community College's production 
of "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat." 

PLANETARIAN PROFILE 
A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE GLPA NEWSLETTER 

I. Please provide a brief academic/career biography: 
A. What college( s) did you attend? 
B. What were you doing before you started working in the planetarium? 
C. What planetariums have you worked for? What is your current position? What percent of your job duties are 

planetarium-related? 

II. Select any two of the following questions to answer: 
A. Describe any event in your childhood or youth that may have influenced your love of the stars and/or your career path 

to the planetarium. 
B. Describe a particularly memorable experience you've had while working in the planetarium field. 
C. Describe the research area(s) of astronomy or space science in which you have a particular interest. Is this interest 

directly related to your job, or is it just for your own curiosity. 
D. Are you a backyard astronomer in your spare time? Describe your observing interests (lunar, planetary, deep sky, 

etc.) and the instrumentation that you use to pursue your hobby. 
E. Describe another hobby or interest of yours that is not planetarium or astronomy related. 

Please send your "Planetarian Profile" to Bart Benjamin, Cernan Earth and Space Center, Triton College, 2000 Fifth 
Avenue, River Grove, IL 60171 or via e-mail to:bbenjami@triton.cc.iI.us. Thank you! 
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Seeing Is Believing! 
In The U.S. & Canada contact Pearl Reilly: 
1-800-726-8805 
fax: 1-504-764-7665 
email: Plreilly@aol.com 

~ 
Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums I In The United States & Canada 

SEILER 
INSTRUIVIENT 
Planetarium Division 
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119-1791 

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division 
0-07740 Jena 

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023 
email: planetarium@zeiss.de 



STATE MEETING PHOTOS 
[Ed.] The following photographs and caption information were provided by Jeanne Bishop, who recently 
attended both the Michigan and Ohio state meetings: 

Above: At the Michigan meeting, 
our group gathered at Grand Haven 
on Lake Michigan at sunset. 

Right: Also at the Michigan 
meeting, Steve gets a ride on Gary's 
vacuum-air "vehicle." 

All photographs taken by Jeanne Bishop. 
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Right: At the Ohio 
state meeting in 
Pittsburgh, Chuck and 
David take their pick 
of beautiful star door 
pnzes. 

All photographs taken by 
Jeanne Bishop. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 8) 

Left: At the Ohio 
state meeting in 
Pittsburgh, planetar
ians from Ohio and 
Pennsylvania gather in 
hostess Sue Batson's 
North Hills Planetar
Ium. 

We drove from Grand Rapids to Grand Haven on Friday evening to walk and view a sunset over Lake Michigan 
together before dinner. On Saturday, we returned to the Museum. I thank Mark Perkins for helping me use the Digistar to 
demonstrate the new theory of Egyptian architectural historian Kate Spence about the way in which the pyramids were 
aligned. On Saturday afternoon, following a rousing organ demonstration in the auditorium near the planetarium, a very 
interesting and valuable all-group discussion of the planetarium's future was led by Dave DeBruyn. Dave asked, "How do 
we get and keep people coming to our planetariums? How do we stay open?" Many thoughtful comments were given, and 
there was serious consideration for preparing a new presentation of Follow the Drinking Gourd, useful to all Michigan 
planetariums during Black History month, February. 

GLP A money has been available this year to support a special meeting in each GLP A state. This encouragement 
was given because of the unusual timing of the all-GLPA meeting, in the summer as a joint meeting with SEPA. I hope that 
every state has had at least one meeting this year and will have an additional good meeting in the spring. GLP A will come 
together again as an entire group next fall in Wisconsin. 

May you find peace this December, a time of light and hope. And I pray that the New Year 2002 will be better. 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association would 
like to thank the following for their support in 
Fiscal Year 2001 .. 2002: 

SUPER SPONSOR 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc. 
Representative: Stephanie Hopper 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Audio-Visual Imagineering 
Representative: Robinette McLeroy 

East Coast Control Systems 
Representative: Jon Frantz 

Evans and Sutherland Corp. 
Representative: Jeri Panek 

Bowen Productions 
Representative: Jeff Bowen 

Joe Hopkins Engineering 
Representative: Joe Hopkins 

Loch Ness Productions 
Representative: Mark Petersen 

Adler Planetarium 
Representative: Roy Kaelin 

Ash Enterprises 
Representative: John Hare 

Goto Optical Mfg. Co. 
Representative: Ken Miller 

Jensan Scientific 
Representative: Sarah Kennedy 

Laser Fantasy 
Representative: Scott Huggins 

SPONSORS 

18 

Mega Systems 
Representative: Cathy N eifeld 

Minneapolis Planetarium 
Representative: Robert Bonadurer 

Seiler Instrument Company 
Representative: Pearl Reilly 

Minolta Corporation 
Representative: Shigeki Ogawa 

Sky Skan 
Representative: Steve Savage 

Spitz, Inc. 
Representative: Allan Wells 

Learning Technologies 
Representative: Jim & Shirley Smith 

LM Images 
Representative: Laura Misajet 

Sudekum Planetarium 
Representative: Kris McCall 

Thorburn Associates 
Representative: Jim Horn 
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FELLOW OF GLPA 

In recognition of a member's professional status and significant 
contributions to the Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA), 
the Executive Committee will consider candidates for the rank of 
FELLOW of GLP A. 

Any current member in good standing with the GLP A may nominate 
a candidate by submitting an application and supporting documents to 
the membership chairman. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FELLOW OF GLPA: 

1. Active membership* in GLP A for ten or more consecutive 
years. 

2. Active membership* in GLP A for five or more consecutive 
years with substantial contributions in at least two of the 
categories listed below. 

a. Serving GLP A in elective offices, appointed chairmanships, 
committee work, and/or conference planning. 

b. Relevant and significant publications and/or conference 
paper presentations. 
c. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
organizations. 
d. The development and communication of innovative 
teaching methods and/or instructional materials of benefit 
to the general membership. 

3. A nominee should be judged as adhering to the GLP A Code of 
Ethics for the Planetarium Profession. 

* Active membership shall mean a dues paying member who has 
attended a majority of state and regional GLP A meetings. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer FELLOW status upon 
nominated individuals on the basis of the above qualifications. 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS TO: Chris Janssen 
GLP A Membership Chairman 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 



NOMINATION FORM FOR 
FELLOW OF GLPA 

NAME OF NOMINEE: 
INSTITUTION: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: ______________ STATE ______ ZIP ____ __ 

CRITERIA REQUIRED. 
1. Years of membership in GLP A from to present. # Y rs. __ 
2. GLPA and State conferences att~nded (Year & Location). 

3. GLP A INVOL VEMENT: elective offices held, committee 
chairs,committee memberships, conference host/planning. Include dates. 

4. Publications and/or conference papers presented -- include dates. 

5. Other professional achievements and contributions 

Please attach additional sheets if necessary. 

NONIINATED BY: 
DATE: 



HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

In recognItIon of a member's significant career contributions te 
planetarium education and the Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
(GLP A), the Executive Committee will consider candidates for 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER who meet the qualifications listed 
below. 

Any member in good stan~ing with the GLP A may nominate a 
candidate by submitting an application and supporting documents to 
the membership chairman. 

CRITERIA FOR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 

1. A candidate for Honorary Life Membership should be nominated 
on the basis of: 

a. The number of years of membership in the GLP A. 
b. The amount of activity and service to the GLP A. 
c. Professional accomplishments in astronomy and 
planetarium education. 
d. Active involvement in state and local planetarium 
organizations. 

2. A candidate for Honorary Life Member should be retired from 
full-time planetarium education. 

The Executive Committee will vote to confer Honorary Life 
Membership upon nominated individuals on the basis of the above 
qualificatioI)s. An Honorary Life Member will have full 
membership privileges for life and will be exempt from dues. 

Members elected as Honorary Life Members will receive recognition 
and a certificate of their membership status at the annual Armand 
Spitz banquet. 

SUBMIT NONfINATIONS TO: Chris Janssen 
GLP A Membership Chairman 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 



GLP A NOMINATION FORM FOR 
HONOP~Y LIFE l\1EMBERSHIP 

NAME OF NOMINEE: 
INSTITUTION: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: ______________ STATE ______ ZIP ____ __ 

CRITERIA REQUIRED. 
1. Years of membership in GLP A from to present. # Y rs. __ 
2. GLP A and State conferences attended (Year & Location). 

3. GLP A INVOL VEMENT: elective offices held, committee 
chairmanships, committee memberships, conference host/planning. Include 
dates. 

4. Publications and conference papers presented -- include dates. 

5. Other professional achievements and contributions 

Please attach additional sheets if necessary. 

NONIINATED BY: 
DA .. TE: 





THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.LP.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science 
Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretaryffreasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send infonnation to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright 2001. 

PRESIDENT PUBLICATIONS INSTR. MATER'LS LIBRARY 
Jeanne Bishop GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR PRINTED MATERIAL FILE 
Westlake Schools Planetarium Bart Benjamin Geoffrey Holt 
24525 Hilliard Road Ceman Earth and Space Center Madison Metro School District Plm 

Westlake,OH 44145 Triton College 201 South Gammon Road 
(440) 899-3075, Ext. 2058 2000 Fifth Avenue Madison, WI 53717 
jeanbishop@aol.com River Grove, IL 60171 (608) 829-4053 

(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 gholt@madison.kI2.wi.us 
PRESIDENT -ELECT bbenjami@triton.cc.il.us AUDIO-VISUAL FILE 
Gary E. Sampson PROCEEDINGS EDITOR Mitch Luman 
880 Hi-Ridge Avenue Dale W. Smith Koch Science Center Planetarium 
Waukesha, WI 53186 Physics and Astronomy Dept. Evansville Museum 
(262) 784-0341 Bowling Green State University 411 S.E. Riverside Drive 
ges@execpc.com Bowling Green, OH 43403 Evansville, IN 47713 

(419) 372-8666 (812) 425-2406 
PAST -PRESIDENT dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu mluman@emuseum.org 
Dan Francetic CONFERENCE PLANNING 
1143 Overlook Court IPS REPRESENT A TIVE Gary E. Tomlinson 

Sue Button Pickerington,OH 43147 
OCM BOCES Planetarium 

Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium 
(614) 866-8435 

6820 Thompson Road 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids 

danfran@aol.com 272 Pearl N.W. 
P.O. Box 4754 Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

SECRET ARYITREASURER Syracuse, NY 13221 (616) 456-3532 
Robert J. Bonadurer (315) 433-2671 gtomlins@mail.triton.net 
The Minneapolis Planetarium sbutton@ocmboces.org 2002 CONFERENCE 
300 Nicollet Mall MEMBERSHIP Karen Klamczynski 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 Chris Janssen Barlow Planetarium 
(612) 630-6151 Wausau School District Plm Univ. of Wisconsin - Fox Valley 
rjbonadurer@mpls.lib.mn.us 1200 West Wausau Avenue 1478 Midway Road 

Wausau, WI 54401 Menasha, WI 54952 
(715) 261-3140, Ext. 3317 (920) 832-2852 
cmjanssen@yahoo.com kklamczy@uwc.edu 

GLPA Home Page: http://www.pa.msu.edulabrams/GLPA/Index.html 

Printed and mailed from: 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH 43403 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, contact Dale Smith (address given above) 

DEVELOPMENT 
Arthur M. Klinger 
PHM Planetarium 
55860 Bittersweet Road 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(219) 258-9569 
aklinger@plun.kI2.in.us 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
School District of Waukesha 
222 Maple Avenue 
Waukesha, WI 53186 
(262) 970-1090 
dderemer@waukesha.kI2.wi.us 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Mary Schindewolf 
The Waubonsie Planetarium 
Waubonsie Valley High School 
2590 Ogden Avenue 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 375-3247 
mary _schindewolf@ipsd.org 

GLPA CONFERENCES: 

2002 October 23-26 
Menasha, Wisconsin 

2003 To be determined 




