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An artist’s conception of NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO) flying over the Martian landscape. 
 
The MRO’s mission is to learn more about the history of water on Mars, conduct extreme close-up photography of the 
Martian surface, analyze minerals, look for subsurface water, trace how much dust and water are distributed in the atmos-
phere, and monitor daily global weather. One of the MRO’s cameras is the largest ever flown on a planetary mission. 
While previous cameras on other Mars orbiters could identify objects no smaller than a school bus, this camera will be 
able to spot something as small as a dinner table.  (Image courtesy of NASA/JPL). 
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I’m reading a book right now titled Teacher Man by Frank 
McCourt. The author of Angela Ashes laments on his class-
room days teaching English in New York City high schools. He 
found his most effective way to reach the students was by tell-
ing stories of his own experiences. From his hardscrabble up-
bringing in Ireland to making his way in America, this was his 
means to draw students in. It was the best way to create an at-
mosphere of learning. 
 Storytelling. Many of us have find success using this 
method in the planetarium. When a class is a little too ram-

bunctious, we can start to tell a constellation story to quiet them down. Or for a more astute audience, the story of Penzias 
and Wilson and how they discovered the cosmic background radiation works wonders. There’s something how the echo 
of creation was thought to be pigeon poo that captures an audience’s attention. 
 The best stories of astronomy and science usually are the ones that showcase the people behind the research — 
the scientists behind the science. Their detective story. Their joy of discovery. Visitors to the planetarium usually can re-
late better to these human chronicles of exploration. 
 Last year at the GLPA conference in Grand Rapids, we were treated to hearing GLPA’s story. From its humble 
origins in 1965 to our robust membership today, it was an adventurous anecdote. The founders of GLPA some 40 years 
ago shined a special light on how it all started. One of my favorites was Dave DeBryun telling his basement planetarium 
story. He didn’t need a picture or a video. He just told us. With enthusiasm and fondness, he captured our imaginations. 
 GLPA’s story keeps adding pages of course. Gregg and Barb Williams are busy writing another chapter in Mer-
rillville, Indiana. They are working hard to create another great conference for us this fall. When we all get there in Octo-
ber, we’ll all have so many tales to tell. Each of us, spinning our own cosmic yarns. 
 We’ll listen. Take notes. Ask questions. Offer our own insights on the matter. In short, we’ll learn. Discover ways 
to do our jobs better — and maybe easier. We’ll get our audiences even more enthralled with the majesty and mystery of 
the universe. Maybe we’ll even get a raise in salary. Well OK, maybe not. 
 Plan on telling a story or two at GLPA’s 42nd conference and, like McCourt’s classroom, help create an atmos-
phere of learning — GLPA style. We’ll see you there. 
 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

Every other year, the passage of the Vernal Equinox brings new 
GLPA leaders to the forefront. This year, Bob Bonadurer be-
comes GLPA’s newest President, while Cheri Adams and David 
Weinrich join the Executive Committee as President-Elect and 
IPS Representative, respectively. On behalf of the GLPA mem-
bership, I offer best wishes to our new leadership, and special 
thanks to Past-President Gary Sampson and past-IPS Represen-
tative Chuck Bueter, who now depart the GLPA Executive 
Committee. 
 Changes continue with what has now become the 41st 
volume of the GLPA Newsletter. Beginning with this issue, the GLPA Newsletter will feature an all-new column that re-
flects on what GLPA was doing both 40 years ago and 20 years ago, as described by the pages of its own GLPA Newslet-
ter. This new series, which is made possible by the digitization efforts of Dale Smith (thanks, Dale!), should provide us all 
with a tangible reminder of our organization’s fine history, memorable events, and remarkable people. You’ll find the in-
augural “reflections” of this all-new column on pages 18 and 19 of this issue. 
 A corrected version of Garry Beckstrom’s paper presentation, “What do Planetarium Visitors Expect?” appears on 
pages 16 and 17 of this newsletter. It replaces the same paper that appeared on pages 38-40 of the 2005 GLPA Conference 
Proceedings. 
 Please note that the deadline for the summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter is May 1, 2006. Please submit your 
facility reports to your State Chairs by mid-April. Have a wonderful spring, and enjoy your state meetings! 
 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 
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S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 

ILLINOIS 
 

Chairman: Mary Masui 
  The Waubonsie Planetarium 
  Waubonsie Valley High School 
  2590 Ogden Avenue 
  Aurora, Illinois  60504 
  (630) 375-3247 
  mary_masui@ipsd.org 
 

INDIANA 
 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
  9421 Stagecoach Drive 
  Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
  (260) 432-8786 
  bellerophonii@aol.com 
 

MICHIGAN 
 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
  Cranbrook Institute of Science 
  39221 Woodward Avenue 
  Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
  (248) 645-3235 
  mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

OHIO 
 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
  Physics and Astronomy Department 
  Bowling Green State University 
  Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
  (419) 372-8666 
  dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 
 

Chairman: Dave Weinrich 
  Planetarium Coordinator 
  Minnesota State University Moorhead 
  1104 7th Avenue South 
  Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
  (218) 477-2969 
  weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 

At the Lakeview Museum Plane-
tarium in Peoria, plans are pro-
ceeding for a new museum and 
planetarium downtown. Drawings 
of the new building can be found 
at 
 

www.lakeview-museum.org/
index-newmuseum.html. 
 

The Interplanetary 5K race and 
one mile walk will be held April 
1st. Racers and walker will travel 
between the planets of Peoria’s 

Community Solar System model. In March, the planetar-
ium will be opening From the Void, an original show about 
nothing (i.e. all of the “somethings” that are “nothing” in 
astronomy). In June, The Great Dinosaur Caper will be 
presented in conjunction with the exhibit “Hatching the 
Past: The Great Dinosaur Egg Hunt.” Saturday mornings 
will feature participatory family shows and a young chil-
dren’s show. 
 This summer, the Cernan Earth and Space Cen-
ter of Triton College in River Grove will present its own 
production of Nature’s Fury (about severe weather), in ad-
dition to Deep Impact and Journey to the Stars as their 
public earth and sky shows. The Little Star that Could, 
Magic Sky, and The Friendly Stars mini show will be pre-
sented as their children’s show. Finally, the Cernan Center 
will also present a U2 laser concert, as well as Lite Beams, 
a laser concert featuring the music of a variety of light rock 
artists. 
 The William M. Staerkel Planetarium at Park-
land College in Champaign will be showing Spring Prairie 
Skies, GLPA’s The Stargazer (starring Jim Kaler), GLPA’s 
Zubenelgenubi’s Magical Sky and a light show featuring 
the Who. They will again host Girl Scout Sky Search merit 
badge and Boy Scout Astronomy Merit Badge workshops 
in April and May respectively. The staff is also excited to  
be hosting the Illinois State Meeting on April 8th. 
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Winter is finally over in Michigan…well, sort of! With the coming of spring, Michigan 
planetarians have a full schedule of programs to give, classes to teach and new systems 
to break in. 
  The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills is 
proud to announce that they’re joining the digital revolution! In June of this year, they 
will install a Digistar 3 projection system as well as an entire array of new program-
ming. This technology upgrade will coincide with a re-branding of the planetarium and 
all of the Institute’s astronomy offerings. Cranbrook astronomers also ran a wonder-
fully successful Telescope Users Workshop a few weeks into the new year that intro-
duced the wonders of the night sky to over 60 enthusiastic new astronomers. Michael J. 
Narlock, Head of Astronomy, also continues to host an astronomy-themed Internet ra-
dio show in conjunction with SLOOH.com. SLOOH.com owns several observatories 
on top of Mt. Teide in the Canary Islands. For a small fee, they provide real-time ac-

cess to the telescopes. To augment the view, SLOOH.com provides several Internet radio shows. Michael Narlock, with 
his broadcast partner Michael Foerster (NASA/JPL solar system ambassador) host The Event Horizon every Friday eve-
ning from 9 – 10 p.m. from the Cranbrook Institute of Science. Check out www.slooh.com for more details. 
 The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is busy recruiting school districts and gearing up for the busy spring sea-
son. They have also been working closely with the Marquette Astronomical Society (their local astronomy club) to plan a 
Messier Marathon, public events, and an observing session for International Astronomy Day. A couple of newly acquired 
Hydrogen-Alpha filters will permit them to start observing before the Sun goes down! They are also busy at work reviving 
a couple of classic Hansen Planetarium shows with the new digital effects now available to them. By summer, they hope 
to be running both Springtime of the Universe and Adventures Along the Spectrum again. For the spring months, they will 
be premiering the Point of No Return show from Jack Dunn at the Ralph Mueller Planetarium in Lincoln, Nebraska as 
well as an additional program yet to be chosen. 
 In Flint, “Dinomania II” continues at Longway Planetarium in conjunction with the Sloan Museum, through the 
first week of May. The feature star show is The Dinosaur Chronicles from the Taylor Planetarium in Bozeman, Montana. 
Star Parties are scheduled for April 8th and May 6th, weather permitting, to observe Saturn, Jupiter and the Moon. Sum-

STATE NEWS (continued) 

In February and March, the Ball State University Planetarium is presenting Orion Rendezvous: a 
Star Trek® Voyage of Discovery. This is a 1992 program from the Oregon Museum of Science and 
Industry that was first presented at Ball State University in 1995. This time, the program has been 
modified to make use of the new three-screen video projection system. Most of the mechanical spe-
cial effects have been replaced by computer graphics and video projection. The combination of the 
video screens and the all-sky projectors give the program a more three-dimensional visual impact. 
Ball State University will offer two planetarium workshops this summer. The first (June 26 – 30) 
will be held at the Carmel High School Planetarium in Carmel, Indiana. This planetarium has 
been recently renovated and now has a GOTO Chronos star projector. Part of this workshop will be 
to examine (and enjoy) this new projector. The workshop will concentrate on fundamentals of 
planetarium operation and program production in the 21st century. The second workshop (July 10 – 
14) will be on the Ball State University campus and will be an immersive, hands-on, experience 

into digital production techniques for classical optical-mechanical projector facilities. Both credit and non-credit options 
are available for both workshops. Please visit www.bsu.edu/planetarium for more information. 
 Amera Platt from the Wayne High School Planetarium in Fort Wayne attended the Space Educators’ Confer-
ence, which was held in February at the Johnson Space Center in Houston. 
 Dan Goins from the Martinsville Planetarium recently announced his retirement by declaring that “the Best Lit-
tle Star House in Indiana” will set on June 2, 2006. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

mer programming will include The Sky Above Mr. Rogers Neighborhood and the laser show Celebra-
tion of Flight. 
 The Abrams Planetarium in Lansing continues to run Journey to the Edge of Space and Time 
from the Charles Hayden Planetarium in Boston as their feature show. Their children’s show is In My 
Backyard, which was originally produced by the Calgary Science Center. Additionally, they are look-
ing forward to hosting the state meeting on April 22nd and hope to see everyone there. 
 The Dassault Systemes Planetarium in the New Detroit Science Center successfully opened 

their production of The Sky Above Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, obtained from the Buhl Planetarium at the Carnegie 
Science Center. Nearly thirty showings of Mister Rogers' have been scheduled for February alone, making it the most 
popular show for their visiting school groups this month! The production was led by Planetarium Manager/Show Pro-
ducer Jenny Pon, with their Planetarium Technical Coordinator John Potts wrangling the video and SPICE programming. 
The Traveling Science Outreach program’s STARLAB planetarium has received a dome overhaul and a new FIBERARC 
star projector, thanks to a partial grant from the Ponting Foundation. This new projector and cylinder features a more real-
istic Milky Way and sharper stars, thanks to lenses for the 70 brightest stars! Plans for a permanent space exhibit area on 
the subject of space exploration are being developed. This exhibit area currently includes the Midwest’s only Stellarium, 
a 1-meter cube displaying the 253 nearest stars to our sun, and VIEWSPACE, provided by the Space Telescope Science 
Institute. Plans are underway for a teacher’s workshop with staff from NASA’s John Glenn Research Center in April. 
Their show kit Blown Away: The Wild World of Weather have been ordered by two more theaters. Anyone interested in a 
great weather show should contact Jenny Pon at (313) 577-8400, Ext. 474 or jpon@sciencedetroit.org . They are working 
with the gang at the Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium and the Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs on 
the 10th anniversary “Astronomy On the Beach,” a public star party with presentations by local amateur and professional 
astronomers; as well as “International Astronomy Day” on May 6th. Finally, Director of Science Programs and Theaters 
Todd Slisher’s march up the organization chart continues, with his recent promotion to Vice President of Science Pro-
grams and Theaters. 
 From April through June, the public program schedule at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium will in-
clude Bear Tales, ASI: Cosmos, and With Stars In Their Eyes. Bear Tales is a family spring sky program produced by JHE 
featuring stories about the stellar bears. ASI: Cosmos also features the spring sky, where astronomical scene investigators 
are trying to solve a mystery left by a dying star — why was a 1a supernova too dim? This program was produced in-
house. With Stars In Their Eyes is an expanded version of a program originally offered by Brest Planetarium in Jackson-
ville, Florida. The show explores the lives and contributions of women astronomers from the comet discoveries of Caro-
line Herschel through mapping of the large scale structure of the universe by contemporary astronomers. Details of these 
programs and school shows are available on the Kalamazoo Valley Museum website at kalamazoomuseum.org. 
 The Delta College Planetarium was closed during the month of January to upgrade their playback system. Four 
old laser disc players were replaced with four DVD players, DA-88’s were replaced with Tascam MX2424 hard-drive 
playback, and an 18-disc CD changer was added. The planetarium reopened in February with The Little Star That Could,  
using the animated characters created by Eric Schreur at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium. The Delta College 
Planetarium once again participated with the Hubble Space Telescope Science Institute and unveiled the incredible new 
HST image of M42. That image joins the other HST images on permanent display in the planetarium lobby. February also 
saw a K-12 regional art fair in the planetarium lobby, along with a special workshop for senior citizens called Our Very 
Own Star. Scheduled for March is a teacher workshop called Exploring Our Sun and Moon along with hosting the Bay 
City Schools Science Fair. This years’ theme is Marvels of Matter. During the science fair, free showings of the Digistar 
show Star Signs will be offered. 
 The Henry Ford Community College Planetarium in Dearborn is currently running the winter star talk Stop-
ping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening. 
 In Grand Rapids, it has been a hectic time getting ready for the opening of a new show Stars of the Pharaohs to 
accompany the museum’s blockbuster exhibition “Wonders of Ancient Egypt, the Quest for Immortality.” It is a fascinat-
ing exhibit with the largest collection of Egyptian artifacts ever displayed in the United States, along with a mockup of an 
Egyptian tomb. I urge all planetarium friends within driving distance to come over to see the exhibition and the show, 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

Cheri Adams reports that the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery (Dayton) is hosting the tem-
porary exhibit, “Cosmic Questions: Our Place in Space and Time” through May 7th. An in-
house exhibit, “Meteorites: Rocks and Stones from Space” will be on display from June 9th 
through November 26th. 
 Patrick Durrell, new Director at Youngstown State University’s Ward Beecher 
Planetarium is part of a team of astronomers using the Hubble Space Telescope to study or-
phaned stars in the Virgo Cluster. Pat and his co-workers have discovered a new dwarf galaxy 
and four orphaned star clusters. Moreover, their HST image appeared in a late 2005 YSU 
planetarium show on the Space Telescope. Sharon Shanks reports that in the ongoing renova-
tion at Ward Beecher, Spitz SciDome is up and running and the program Oasis in Space has 
been very popular. A new Goto Chronos is set to arrive in June. 

 Jeanne Bishop announces that the Richard H. Emmons Award for Excellence in College Astronomy Teaching has 
now been advertised on the Astronomical Society of the Pacific web site at www.astrosociety.org/membership/awards/
emmons.html. This year’s nomination deadline is June 1st and the award will be announced by August 1st and presented 
at the ASP meeting in the fall. The award is funded by a gift from Jeanne and Allan Bishop to honor her late father’s life-
long dedication to astronomy education. (Ed. More information about this award can be found in the Bulletin Board sec-
tion of this issue, page 11.) 
 The Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums (C.R.A.P.) gathered for their annual Christmas party on De-
cember 17th at the home of Jeanne and Allan Bishop. This is the 19th consecutive year that the Bishops have hosted this 
annual gathering! Joe DeRocher hosted the first C.R.A.P. meeting of 2006 on January 18th at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History’s Shafran Planetarium. Jim Comienski hosted a February 8th meeting at the Lakewood High School 
Planetarium and showed several video clips he uses in his astronomy classes. 
 Worlds in Your Wallet — how the world’s money tells the story of science! is the current public show at the Bowl-
ing Green State University Planetarium. Written by Director Dale Smith, the show uses dozens of images of scientists 
and their work on past and present currency around the world to illustrate a variety of topics in physics, astronomy, biol-
ogy, and math. The show is described in more detail in Dale’s paper “Teaching Science with Money” in the 2005 GLPA 
Conference Proceedings and is part of a series of shows that seek to connect science with the articles of everyday life. Far 
from everyday life, Dale is teaching a senior/graduate class on stellar structure this semester. In January, BGSU replaced 
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which are now well underway and continue through May 8th. The planetarium had a near-record one-
day attendance on January 28th, when over a twelve hour period from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., a total of 
1,329 persons saw one of the twelve full length shows presented in succession. 370 persons saw Stars 
of the Pharaohs on its opening day, and another 414 saw the evening laser light shows. Sandwiched in 
between, 480 postal service employees and their families saw their educational laser and special effects 
show called The Great Space Chase during a special event. Stars of the Pharaohs continues, with two 
shows every weekday and an expanded weekend schedule through the end of the exhibition on May 

8th. The staff is currently working on an update, with new visuals, of their successful show about weather, Our Restless 
Planet, which begins in early May, coinciding nicely with the severe weather season. The staff will also be adapting the 
new video-based version of the classic The Little Star the Could to their school show schedule. They will also be offer-
ing it as a family show to the public during the summer. Chief producer Ethan Brown is tackling a long overdue update 
to their core school show about the solar system for middle elementary, aligning it more closely with the latest state 
mandated educational goals and objectives. It’s amazing how many worthwhile projects get pushed aside yet remain on 
the table when staff is absorbed in hosting a major conference. I wish Greg Williams lots of luck as life gets back to 
some semblance of order around here. I look forward to seeing you all this fall in Merrillville. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

the original Apollo console that controlled their Minolta II-B star projector with a new custom-designed 
console from Commercial Electronics in Vancouver, B. C., Canada. When the BGSU Planetarium opened 
in 1983, Commercial Electronics installed the Omni-Q automation system for slide projectors and other 
visual devices. With that system still working well today, BGSU commissioned Commercial Electronics to 
create the new star projector console. Engineer Mark Yau designed and installed it in collaboration with 
Alex Hann and Dale Smith of BGSU. 

This issue, we start our news in the “w” of WIMPS — Wisconsin. First we 
go to Waukesha where Dave DeRemer, at the new Charles Horwitz 
Planetarium, is presenting Starship Earth and Journey to the Stars for the 
February and March public programs. The Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
and the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa will co-host the 
spring WIMPS meeting on May 12th and 13th. 
 On the other side of Wisconsin, Bob Allen and crew at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-La Crosse are showing Mueller Planetarium’s Point 
of No Return in March and Staerkel Planetarium’s Stellar Extremes in 
April. 

 In Minnesota at MSU Moorhead, Dave Weinrich reports that two Loch Ness programs are showing this season: 
Larry Cat in Space and Hubble Vision 2. The Hubble show is being coordinated with the local paper’s Newspapers in 
Education program. This spring, they are serializing Captain of the Universe, a historical fiction story about Edwin Hub-
ble’s childhood. 
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DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the summer issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
May. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 

http://www.glpaweb.org�




11 

 

 

B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

GLPA’S STATEMENT ON THE AGE OF THE EARTH AND THE UNIVERSE 
 

 The following statement has been approved by the Executive Committee and now appears on the GLPA website: 
 

“The Great Lakes Planetarium Association (GLPA) supports the International Planetarium Society (IPS) ‘Statement on 
the Ancient Age of the Earth and Universe.’ Current measurements indicate the universe is about 14 billion years old and 
that the Earth is about 4.6 billion years old. As explained in the IPS statement, many independent lines of evidence have 
undergone rigorous scrutiny in a scientific process that planetariums advocate. GLPA respects the personal views and 
opinions of planetarium patrons and individual planetarium educators.” 

 
GLPA WEBSITE NEWS 

 

 Thanks largely to Chuck Bueter, GLPA’s website at www.glpaweb.org has been transferred to a commercial 
Internet Service Provider. Although these changes are invisible to users, they provide GLPA with a number of decided 
advantages, including direct file uploads and the ability to have more than one person uploading files to the website 
(which is important if that one critical person is on vacation). There are a wide range of other potential benefits that could 
be incorporated into future versions of the website, including individual e-mail accounts, the establishment of a bulletin 
board or chat room, password protected web pages, and more. Stay tuned. For more information, or to make a suggestion, 
please contact Geoff Holt at gholt@madison.k12.wi.us. 

 
ASP CREATES “EMMONS AWARD” 

 

 The non-profit Astronomical Society of the Pacific (ASP) is pleased to announce the Emmons Award — a new 
award for excellence in college astronomy teaching to be given each year for distinguished contributions to the teaching 
of introductory astronomy in North America. 
 Named in memory of the late Richard Emmons, an astronomer with a life-long dedication to education, the prize 
recognizes the impact and importance of college astronomy instructors, particularly those who teach the 250,000 or so 
non-science majors taking basic astronomy courses each year. 
 The winner of each Emmons Award will receive a $500 check and will be recognized at the next annual meeting 
of the ASP. For more on the award rules and a form for making nominations, see: 
 

www.astrosociety.org/membership/awards/emmons.html 
 

 The deadline for nominations for the first prize is June 1, 2006. The Emmons Award was made possible by a 
generous gift to the ASP by his daughter, Jeanne Bishop (a well known science educator, GLPA President, and a former 
member of the ASP Board of Directors) and her husband, Allan Bishop. 
 The prize is the newest of the ASP’s annual awards, which recognize outstanding contributions to astronomical 
research and astronomy education at many levels. The Society’s oldest and most coveted prize is the Bruce Medal, first 
given in 1898. For more information about the work of the ASP, one of the world’s leading organizations devoted to as-
tronomy education, please visit www.astrosociety.org. 
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ASP CONFERENCE NEWS 
 

 The 118th Annual Meeting of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific will be held September 16 - 18, 2006 in 
Baltimore, Maryland. Hosted by the Space Telescope Science Institute, the conference theme is “Engaging the Education 
and Public Outreach Community: Best Practices, New Approaches.” 
 This three-day conference for scientists, educators, writers, web-masters, and journalists working in the field of 
astronomy and space science education and outreach will highlight the best practices in the field and facilitate sharing of 
new approaches to serving students, teachers, and the public. If you are engaged in EPO activities, or are thinking of get-
ting involved, this will be an ideal conference for learning from and networking with your peers. For more information, 
and to get on the mailing list, please visit www.astrosociety.org/events/meeting.html. 

 
SUMMER COURSES FOR ASTRONOMY EDUCATORS 

 

 Want to beef up your repertoire of astronomy activities or learn how to use a portable planetarium? Do you want a 
good reason to hang out in Bar Harbor, Maine for two weeks? Do you know someone else who does? If so, you may be 
interested in a two-week, 4-graduate credit course this summer, hosted by the College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, 
Maine. 
 Each summer, the College of the Atlantic offers two two-week, 4-graduate credit, residential astronomy-related 
programs for teachers. Tuition, room and board are included in the fee. Courses are taught in the former billiard room of a 
restored mansion, whose French doors open onto Frenchman Bay, the Town of Bar Harbor and wonderful views. There 
are field trips to nearby Acadia National Park for nighttime observing. The two sessions in 2006 are as follows: 
 

July 9-22:  Introduction to Astronomy for Teachers provides standards-based astronomy pedagogy and content, much of 
which is presented as hands-on activities that teachers can take straight to their classrooms. 
 

July 23-August 5:  The Portable Planetarium for Earth, Space, and Natural Sciences offers content and instruction in the 
use of a portable planetarium, activities for planetarium use across the curriculum, and additional information on grant 
writing. 
 

 For more information, please contact Ms. Jean Boddy, Associate Director of Summer Programs. Her telephone 
number is (800) 597-9500, and her e-mail address is jdb@coa.edu. You may also visit their website at 
www.coa.edu/html/coursesk12teachers.htm. 

 
SEPA CONFERENCE NEWS 

 

 The Astronaut Memorial Planetarium and Observatory in Cocoa, Florida is pleased to announce that it will host 
the 2006 SEPA conference June 20-24. The conference hotel is the Raddison Resort at the Port, a full-featured conference 
center and resort in Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
 Considering the planetarium profession’s common mission of teaching basic astronomical concepts together with 
the advent of high-tech full dome video systems, they have chosen “Back to the Future” for their conference theme. Now 
more than ever, it is clear that our choice of presentation style is no longer one or the other – basic traditional vs. modern 
high tech. The tools of our trade are just a means to an end – teaching astronomy. That mission is being accomplished in 
domes of all sizes and resources. Whether you are a vendor or an educator (or both). . . whether yours is a full-featured 
modern space theater or if all you have is a starball and a laser pointer, we want to hear your stories about how you com-
municate the wonder of the cosmos to your students and public visitors. 
 Please visit sepadomes.org or www.brevardcc.edu/planet for more information. We hope to see you in Cocoa, 
Florida this summer! 
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BUEHLER PLANETARIUM INTERNSHIP 
 

 The Buehler Planetarium and Observatory on the campus of Broward Community College in Davie, Florida (near 
Fort Lauderdale) is pleased to offer the Buehler Internship of 2006-2007. The Buehler Planetarium and Observatory fea-
tures a 40-foot dome, seating for 101, and a Zeiss M1015 star projector, SkyVision all-dome video and a 16-inch 
Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. This Buehler Internship, which runs from July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007, provides an 
opportunity for interns to explore the professional environment of an active planetarium and observatory. It is open to ap-
plicants with a Bachelor’s Degree in astronomy, physics, or related field (i.e. education or science education). 
 To apply, please send an e-mail, fax or letter (which includes a letter of interest, resume and the names of two ref-
erences) to Suresh Atapattu, Education Coordinator, Buehler Planetarium and Observatory, Broward Community College, 
3501 SW Davie Road, Davie, FL 33314. The fax number is (954) 475-2858 and e-mail address is satapatt@broward.edu. 
More information can also be found at their website at www.iloveplanets.com. 

 
GLPA CONFERENCE PHOTOGRAPH 

 

 Everyone who ordered group pictures at the GLPA Conference in Grand Rapids should have them by now. Please 
contact me if you ordered a group photograph but did not receive one. We also have a few extras for those who wish to 
reconsider. I apologize for the delay. 
 The conference account was closed out in mid-February, and while we here at Chaffee are still basking in the af-
terglow of a successful event, we are also greatly relieved that everything is finally over. However, some of the folks here 
are already looking forward to 2015, when hopefully this institution (without Olde Dave in a leadership role) will host the 
gala 50th. I’m just hoping to be there!! 
 
David L. DeBruyn  
Curator Emeritus  
Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium  
Public Museum of Grand Rapids  
(616) 456-3525  
E-mail:  ddebruyn@ci.grand-rapids.mi.us 
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Stars That Need Not
Shun The Light.

Thanks To Zeiss Fiber Optics
The stars, those apparent lords of the night sky,
are terribly afraid of light.  For millions of years,
since the first seeing creatures populated the
Earth, only the Sun was able to dim down its
distant brothers into nothingness.  Today, this is
easily accomplished by street lamps, neon signs
and car headlights.

In the planetarium, things are hardly different.  
For decades, stars used to be the protagonists of
the show, and not even the Sun was allowed to
outshine them.  Today, shows are dominated by
fireworks of slides, videos panoramas and all-sky
projections: a profusion of light, which leaves only
the gleaming dots that symbolize the
boundlessness of the universe no chance to
assert themselves.  Are planetarium stars doomed
to final extinction?

Thanks to Zeiss, they are not.  Thanks to a new
fiber optic system that makes artificial stars shine
more brightly and brilliantly than ever before.  No
doubt, slides, video, and panorama projections
will hardly extinguish them.  And although they are
much smaller in size than their forerunners, they
are seen as mere points, twinkling as do the real
stars.  See the world’s newest newborn stars in
the sky of a Zeiss planetarium.

Seeing is Believing!
In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet:
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com

Planetarium Division
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO  63119

Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums In
The United States & Canada

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division
D-07740 Jena

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.dewww.seilerinst.com
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2005-06: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

Astro-Tec       www.astro-tec.com 
Evans & Sutherland     www.es.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 
Sky-Skan       www.skyskan.com 
Spitz, Inc.       www.spitzinc.com 

 
Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 

 
Audio-Visual Imagineering    www.av-imagineering.com 
NASA Space Center for Education and Outreach analyzer.depaul.edu/NASABroker 
GOTO Optical Manufacturing   www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 
Konica-Minolta      konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 

 
Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 

 
ASH Enterprises      www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 

 
Other Support  (up to $499) 

 
Geographics Imaging     www.geographicsimaging.com/ 
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VOLUME I, NUMBER 1              VERNAL EQUINOX, 1966 

(6 pages in length) 
 
GLPA’s inaugural newsletter, published in the spring of 1966, 
described itself as follows: 
 
“The G.L.P.A. Newsletter appears here in its initial version. As an official meeting of the committee involved 
with its publication has not yet come to pass, we are keeping the format simple for the first issue, hoping that 
with suggestions from other committee members and the membership at large, the “Newsletter” will grow to 
be a first rate periodical in the near future. It is hoped that the “Newsletter” can be published four times a year, 
in the spring, summer, fall and winter. Among other things, we are looking for an appropriate name for the 
publication, and a nice cover design. . . .” 
 
The very first GLPA Newsletter contained the following articles and columns: 
 
☼ GLPA announced that its second annual meeting would be held in Cincinnati, Ohio on October 14 and 

15, 1966 and provided a tentative agenda for that two-day event. 
 
☼ GLPA announced that three standing committees were created at GLPA’s first conference in Grand 

Rapids last fall – an Education Committee, a Resource and Publication Committee, and a Conference 
Committee. The Education Committee, chaired by Dennis Sunal, was comprised of 12 people. The Re-
source and Publication Committee, chaired by Dave DeBruyn, was comprised of 4 people. A Confer-
ence Committee was also formed and would be chaired by Ralph Ewers, who will serve as host for the 
second annual conference in Cincinnati. 

 
☼ News Notes described the “fruitful” Executive Committee Meeting that was held in Adrian, Michigan 

in March. Among the highlights of the gathering was a report by Secretary-Treasurer Paul Kirby that 
GLPA now has 40 official members and a treasury balance of $130. The report commented that “while 
these figures are not overwhelmingly impressive, they do indicate that our organization is on a firm 
footing and well on its way to success.” VonDel Chamberlain suggested that GLPA should develop a 
symbol that could be incorporated into our organization’s letterhead and newsletter. Any artistically 
inclined members were asked to come forward with their suggestions. 
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VOLUME XXI, NUMBER 1        VERNAL EQUINOX, 1986 
(16 pages in length) 

 
Sporting the group photograph from the 1985 River Grove, 
Illinois conference on its cover, this 75th issue of the GLPA 
Newsletter contained the following articles and columns: 

 
☼ Jeanne Bishop – “I am pleased to take on the responsibility of Newsletter Editor as GLPA ‘comes of 

age’ – GLPA and the GLPA Newsletter are in their 21st year.” 
 
☼ Gary Tomlinson – “The rumor still persists that comets foretell bad luck. I have been trying for years to 

dispel this falsehood, but now that I’ve assumed the presidency under the world’s most famous comet, 
I have to let each individual GLPA member decide if comets bring bad luck or bad presidents, as the 
case may be. 

 
☼ GLPA President-elect (and previous conference host) Steve Bishop to open the Crown Space Center in 

Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry in July, 1986. 
 
☼ An article written by Jon Marshall described the upcoming GLPA Conference in Cleveland. 
 
☼ Dan Francetic and Wes Orloff were interviewed by Newsletter Editor Jeanne Bishop. She described 

their many collaborative projects as a “GLPA binary star.” 
 
☼ Shared thoughts on the Challenger Tragedy by Lynn Bondurant, Walt Mitchell, Robert Ernst, David 

Batch, Gail Bouslog, and Dave DeRemer were published. A few of their comments follow: 
 
“The entire nation watched as a triumphant flight ended in a terrifying explosion and death. Cheers were trans-
formed in an instant to tears.” (Gail Bouslog) 
 
“The pain, anxiety, frustration and disappointment which attended that single event struck deeply into the heart 
of all educators. A certain hope and pride was gone. . . I think we need time to let this hurt heal before we en-
deavor to launch again. In time, with basic human nature to seek the unknown, people will conquer the envi-
ronment above.”  (Robert Ernst) 
 
“Rather than a deterrent, I think the shuttle explosion will become a “challenger” — a source of motivation for 
the present generation and for generations of the future to achieve more in space than we ever dream possi-
ble.” (Gail Bouslog) 
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JOIN I.P.S. 
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional plane-
tarians in the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of 
this prestigious organization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a 
member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and  
 the IPS Resource Directory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 
See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 

 
IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available 
at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, P.O. Box 1812, Greenville  NC  27835  USA 
Telephone: 1-502-852-5855 
E-mail: 102424.1032@compuserve.com 
 

http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:102424.1032@compuserve.com�
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planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National Science Teachers Association. 
Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests 
for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and 
opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, 
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 Volume XLI, Number 2  Summer Solstice, 2006 

The Sky’s my treasure chest, 
It's there that I store 
Diamonds and sapphires, 
Emeralds galore 
Rubies of red, jades of green 
Topaz and opal, iridescent sheen 
 

Gems of all color, 
Jewels of all hue, 
This treasure’s all mine, 
But I’ll share it with you. 
 

G. O. Pitcovich 
 

Photo Credit: NASA and The Hubble Heritage Team  



COVER PHOTO: 

NGC 6397: A TREASURE CHEST OF GLITTERING JEWELS  

 
 This Hubble Space Telescope view of the core of one of the nearest globular star clusters, called NGC 6397, re-
sembles a treasure chest of glittering jewels. The cluster is located 8,200 light-years away in the constellation Ara. 
 Here, the stars are jam-packed together. The stellar density is about a million times greater than in our Sun’s stel-
lar neighborhood. The stars are only a few light-weeks apart, while the nearest star to our Sun is over four light-years 
away. 
 The stars in NGC 6397 are in constant motion, like a swarm of angry bees. The ancient stars are so crowded to-
gether that a few of them inevitably collide with each other once in a while. Near misses are even more common. Even 
so, collisions only occur every few million years or so. That’s thousands of collisions in the 14-billion-year lifetime of 
the cluster. 
 These Hubble images were taken for a research program aimed at studying what is left behind when such colli-
sions and near misses occur. When direct collisions occur, the two stars may merge to form a new star called a “blue 
straggler;” these hot, bright, young stars stand out among the old stars that make up the vast majority of stars in a globu-
lar cluster. Several such bright blue stars are visible near the center of the cluster in the Hubble Heritage image. 
 If two stars come close enough together without actually colliding, they may “capture” each other and become 
gravitationally bound. One type of binary that might form this way is a “cataclysmic variable” -- a pairing of a normal, 
hydrogen-burning star and a burned-out star called a white dwarf. In a binary system, the white dwarf will pull material 
off the surface of the normal star. This material encircles the white dwarf in an “accretion disk,” and eventually falls onto 
it. The result of this accretion process is that cataclysmic variables are, as the name suggests, variable in brightness. The 
heat generated by the accreting material also generates unusual amounts of ultraviolet and blue light. 
 To search for cataclysmic variables, the program consisted of a series of 55 images of the cluster taken over a 
period of about 20 hours. Most of the images were taken in ultraviolet and blue filters; a few images were also taken at 
green and infrared wavelengths. By comparing the brightness of all the stars in all the images, the Hubble astronomers 
were able to identify several cataclysmic variable stars in the cluster. Comparison of their brightness in the different fil-
ters confirmed that they were emitting copious amounts of ultraviolet light. A few of these stars can be seen in the Hub-
ble Heritage image as faint blue or violet stars. 
 One of the more intriguing results of this study was completely unexpected. Three faint blue stars can be seen 
near the center of the cluster -- in the Hubble Heritage image they appear turquoise. These three stars don’t vary in 
brightness at all, and were clearly not cataclysmic variables. These stars may be very-low-mass white dwarfs, formed in 
the cores of giant stars whose evolution is somehow interrupted before a full-fledged white dwarf has time to form. 
 Such an interruption might occur as the result of a stellar collision or an interaction with a binary companion. 
When a giant star interacts with another star, it can lose its outer layers prematurely, compared to its normal evolution, 
exposing its hot, blue core. The end result will be a white dwarf of a smaller mass than would have otherwise ensued. In 
any case, these unusual stars are yet more evidence that the center of a dense globular cluster is a perilous place to reside. 
 A large number of normal white dwarfs were also identified and studied. These stars appear throughout the clus-
ter, since they form through normal stellar evolution processes and don’t involve any stellar interactions, which occur 
predominantly near the cluster center. Nearly 100 such burned-out stars were identified in these images, the brightest of 
which can be seen here as faint blue stars. 
 This Hubble image is a mosaic of two sets of images taken several years apart by the Wide Field Planetary Cam-
era 2. Archival data from science teams led by Jonathan Grindlay (Harvard University) and Ivan King (University of 
California, Berkeley), taken in 1997 and 1999, were combined with Hubble Heritage data taken in 2001. Adrienne Cool 
(San Francisco State University), who was also on both archival science teams, worked with the Hubble Heritage team to 
acquire the new observations. 
 
Image Credit:  NASA and The Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA) Acknowledgment: A. Cool (SFSU) 
Caption Credit: heritage.stsci.edu/2003/21/caption.html 
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The latest book I slowly managed to page through was Des-
cartes’ Secret Notebook by Amir Aczel. This Da Vinci Code 
type book traces 17th century great Rene Descartes’ pursuit of 
scientific and philosophical truths. It also blends in a bit of 
mysticism. 
 Descartes was prolific. Our Cartesian coordinate sys-
tem comes from Descartes. He wed together algebra and ge-
ometry. Grasping for certainty, he penned his famous saying, “I 
think therefore I am.” Descartes was so smart he is often called 
the father of modern philosophy. Some say he was close to in-

venting calculus a generation before Newton. 
 The book describes Descartes as a privileged prodigy with quite the adventurous soul. He came from money but 
had a motherless childhood. He sought out wars in lands beyond France. He loved solving math problems and philoso-
phizing about what we can truly know. He tutored the Queen of Sweden in his later years. It seems that he was always 
searching. Finally, the book culminates with the contents of his secret notebook. Here we learn his connection to astro-
nomical giant Johannes Kepler and the five regular solids. 
 In astronomical circles, Rene Descartes usually doesn’t rank up there with renaissance giants like Kepler, Galileo, 
Copernicus or Newton. Descartes was more of a mathematician and philosopher. One of my favorite aspects of astronomy 
is its connectivity. It seems to encapsulate all other disciplines. From theology to technology. From physics to poetry. 
From music to math. Every time we look out into the vast universe, it can stir up passion and curiosity toward truth in any 
subject area. 
 In the planetarium world, our backgrounds span the entire spectrum. GLPA’s 200-some members can easily prove 
this. The roads that led us under the dome are quite varied. Of course, this is part of what makes GLPA great. 
 Collectively, we planetarians influence millions of people each year with our starry skies. This makes me wonder 
if Descartes was influenced by the magic of night. The book never says. But living almost 400 years ago without any 
bothersome city lights around, my guess is that Descartes was a stargazer. Maybe that’s where he first coined, “Cogito, 
ergo sum.” (Latin for “I am thinking, therefore I exist.”) 
 

(continued on page 16) 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

Happy Summer Solstice! 
 With an ever-increasing number of our members read-
ing the full color, digital version of the GLPA Newsletter, I con-
tinue to make cosmetic changes to its appearance and format-
ting. You may notice that color now graces much of the news-
letter, from its newly designed front cover to the mailing panel 
and masthead that appear on the back page. 
 Don’t forget that as a member of GLPA, you can always 
change the manner in which you receive the GLPA Newsletter 
to any of these three options: 
 
1. Digital (PDF) version — You will be sent an e-mail reminder that links to our digital download page. From that spe-

cial webpage, you can download current and recent issues of the GLPA Newsletter in PDF format, viewable (and 
printable) with free Adobe Reader software. 

2. Printed version — You receive a printed (albeit black & white) copy of the newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service. 
3. Both — You will receive both the printed and digital versions of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 
 To make such a change, please contact GLPA Membership Chairman Chris Janssen at cmjanssen@yahoo.com 
and let him know how you’d like to receive future copies of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter is August 1, 2006. Please submit your 
facility reports to your State Chairs by late-July. Have a wonderful summer, and try to share the beautiful gems of the cur-
rent sky with your patrons, friends, and family! 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 



Stars That Need Not
Shun The Light.

Thanks To Zeiss Fiber Optics
The stars, those apparent lords of the night sky,
are terribly afraid of light.  For millions of years,
since the first seeing creatures populated the
Earth, only the Sun was able to dim down its
distant brothers into nothingness.  Today, this is
easily accomplished by street lamps, neon signs
and car headlights.

In the planetarium, things are hardly different.  
For decades, stars used to be the protagonists of
the show, and not even the Sun was allowed to
outshine them.  Today, shows are dominated by
fireworks of slides, videos panoramas and all-sky
projections: a profusion of light, which leaves only
the gleaming dots that symbolize the
boundlessness of the universe no chance to
assert themselves.  Are planetarium stars doomed
to final extinction?

Thanks to Zeiss, they are not.  Thanks to a new
fiber optic system that makes artificial stars shine
more brightly and brilliantly than ever before.  No
doubt, slides, video, and panorama projections
will hardly extinguish them.  And although they are
much smaller in size than their forerunners, they
are seen as mere points, twinkling as do the real
stars.  See the world’s newest newborn stars in
the sky of a Zeiss planetarium.

Seeing is Believing!
In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet:
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com

Planetarium Division
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO  63119

Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums In
The United States & Canada

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division
D-07740 Jena

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.dewww.seilerinst.com
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  S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 

ILLINOIS 
 

Chairman: Brock Schroeder 
  Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
  Olivet Nazarene University 
  One University Avenue 
  Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
  (815) 939-5361 
  bschroed@olivet.edu 
 

INDIANA 
 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
  9421 Stagecoach Drive 
  Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
  (260) 432-8786 
  bellerophonii@aol.com 
 

MICHIGAN 
 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
  Cranbrook Institute of Science 
  39221 Woodward Avenue 
  Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
  (248) 645-3235 
  mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

OHIO 
 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
  BGSU Planetarium 
  Department of Physics & Astronomy 
  Bowling Green State University 
  Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
  (419) 372-8666 
  dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 
 

Chairman: Dave Weinrich 
  Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
  1104 7th Avenue South 
  Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
  (218) 477-2969 
  weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 

The Lakeview Museum Plane-
tarium will be presenting The 
Great Dinosaur Caper this sum-
mer in conjunction with the mu-
seum’s exhibit “Hatching the Past 
— the Great Dinosaur Egg Hunt.” 
Shows will run every weekend 
and also on weekdays after school 
ends. The 12th Interplanetary Bi-
cycle Ride through Peoria’s Com-
munity Solar System Model will 
take off on August 12th and 13th. 
Saturday riders can choose their 

distances, traveling from Saturn to Jupiter, or to Uranus, 
Neptune or Pluto. Sunday riders will travel through the 
inner Solar System. Online registration is at 
www.lakeview-museum.org/iplanet/iplanet.html. 
 The William Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland 
College in Champaign will reduce its public schedule for 
the months of June and July, suspending Saturday evening 
programming, but adding Thursday matinees. On Thurs-
days, they will be showing the Rochester production, 
Teddy’s Quest, as well as their own America Rocks! light 
show. On Fridays, they will present Summer Prairie Skies 
and Night Lights. They’ll return to Friday and Saturday 
night programming in August. They recently did special 
promotions for report card day, Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day. Waylena McCully is busy “making animated planets” 
for the GLPA Image Bank. The staff is beginning to think 
about plans for their 20th anniversary in the fall of 2007. 
Finally, here’s some news for all of you GLPA train enthu-
siasts: Dave will be taking the Southwest Chief to L.A. this 
summer and then come back via the California Zephyr. All 
aboard! 
 Strickler Planetarium is gearing up for its 40th 
anniversary year, which will coincide with their host uni-
versity’s (Olivet Nazarene University) centennial celebra-
tions. Shows will include the recently installed Companion 
to Night, which was written by recent graduate Stephen 
Case. He has generously donated his script to the GLPA 
script bank. A new show will be launched to parallel the 
100 years of their university’s history, highlighting events 
in astronomy and space science since 1907. These celebra-
tions will begin in the fall of 2006. 
 Roy Kaelin (Loyola University) recently received a 
PLATO grant through the Space Science Center for Educa-
tion and Outreach at DePaul University for his proposed 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

work to carry out a program for the elderly and infirm to observe with a specially crafted telescope. His pro-
posed work, “Night Skies for Elder Eyes,” will be conducted during the summer months for the elderly at a 
rural nursing home. Although the program is a prototype for other planetarians to try on their own, it appeals 
to an underserved audience that seldom has the opportunity to learn about the night sky. A large-aperture tele-
scope that was designed by Kaelin for seated observation will be used to allow the wheelchair-bound their 
own comfortable access to the eyepiece. Surveys among nursing home residents and staff will be used to as-
sess the efficacy of the program. Results will be presented either at the GLPA 2006 annual conference or at 

the Illinois state GLPA meeting next spring. 
 The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton College has received delivery of a new laser tube for its laser 
projection system, which provides a brighter and more brilliant palette of colors than ever before. In late-August, the 
Friends of the Cernan Center will welcome meteorologist and storm chaser Paul Sirvatka to its 22nd annual “Big Event,” 
where he will present an illustrated program titled, “Adventures in Storm Chasing.” This summer, the Cernan Center will 
present Minneapolis’ Journey to the Stars along with their in-house presentation Skywatcher’s Guide for their “earth and 
sky” show, Strasenburgh’s Magic Sky coupled with a mini-show version of The Friendly Stars as their children’s show 
offering, and their in-house presentation Nature’s Fury as the main component of their Sunday “family show.” Lite Beams 
(which features a variety of light rock artists) will be presented as the Cernan Center’s summer laser concert offering. 
 This summer, Chicago’s Adler Planetarium will present an Egyptian-themed program series that will run 
through the end of 2006. It’s called Egyptian Universe and is scheduled to run in conjunction with the blockbuster exhibit 
“Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs” at the neighboring Field Museum of Natural History. Egyptian Uni-
verse consists of two different sky shows and a variety of related activities and floor demonstrations. This first of these, 
titled Egyptian Nights - Secrets of the Sky Gods examines the connections between the night sky and ancient Egyptian 
religious beliefs. This original Adler production provides visitors with a glimpse into the fascinating beliefs of the people 
who lived along the Nile. Complementing this program is the Evans and Sutherland production titled Stars of the Phar-
aohs, which plays in the StarRider Theater and features full dome journeys through spectacular digital recreations of 
Egyptian tombs and temples. The Egyptian Universe shows are scheduled to run through January 1, 2007. This summer is 
the time to register for “Pale Blue Dot III” to be held at Adler in mid-September. “Pale Blue Dot” is the premiere sympo-
sium/workshop on astrobiology anywhere in the world. (no connections to ancient Egypt — we promise!) The last “Pale 
Blue Dot” Conference was held at NASA-Ames in 1999, so this one is long overdue and should have many exciting pres-
entations and discussions, including the latest developments with SETI, exoplanet research, and astrobiology theory. To 
get on the mailing list, please visit www.adlerplanetarium.org/pale_blue_dot/ or Google “Pale Blue Dot Adler” and click 
the link to express interest in knowing more. Attendees from beyond planet Earth will receive complementary registration 
for the conference. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

Starting September 1st and running through November 4th, the Challenger Learning Center of 
Northwest Indiana is partnering with the Lake County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau to offer 
an exhibit titled “A Tribute to Space Pioneers – Reaching for the Stars.” The purpose of this exhibit 
is to increase awareness among children and the general public of the contributions of individuals to 
the space program. The “centerpiece” of the exhibit will be a tribute to the Apollo 1, Challenger and 
Columbia astronauts who gave their lives in the pursuit of new discoveries. Because 2006 is the 
20th anniversary of the Challenger disaster, this is an appropriate time to honor those astro-
nauts. This exhibit employs a multi-faceted approach using NASA and Purdue exhibits, video, dis-
tance learning events and promotional activities. Since the Challenger Learning Center of North-
west Indiana resides on the campus of Purdue University Calumet, and Purdue University has 
graduated 22 astronauts, part of the exhibit will highlight some of those Purdue astronauts, includ-
ing two who were part of the Apollo 1 crew. A reception will be planned in honor of the Purdue 

astronauts, along with other events, including special videos and distance learning programs in the Lake County Conven-
tion and Visitor’s Bureau Theater. This exhibit will be open to the public as well as to teachers and students throughout 
Northwest Indiana. Students who visit the Challenger Learning Center during this time period will get a chance to visit 
this free exhibit either before or after their half-day sky voyage or mission. Since this will be the only time this exhibit 
will be in northwest Indiana, it provides a unique opportunity for over 2,000 students, their teachers, and thousands of 
visitors from across the region. 
 A multi-media visualization theater is under construction at the University of Notre Dame as part of the new Jor-
dan Hall of Science. Jordan Hall will be a state-of-the art facility for undergraduate science education, featuring lecture 
halls and teaching laboratories for the departments of chemistry and biochemistry, biological sciences, and physics. The 
centerpiece of the building is a magnificent four-story high concourse leading to the visualization theater. The theater it-
self is, in fact, a fully digital planetarium intended for use in all areas of science. It will feature a 50-foot diameter, zero-
degree tilt dome with 136 forward-facing seats and no central pit. SkySkan, Inc. is providing the projection system, which 
will include a set of two cove-mounted SONY SXRD-projectors mated to gradient-masked lenses custom-built by Carl 
Zeiss of Jena, Germany. The primary use of the theater will be undergraduate instruction and visualization of research-
data. It is scheduled to open in the fall of 2006. 
 Many of you followed Art Klinger’s funding “challenges” at the PHM Planetarium Air/Space Museum in 
Mishawaka last year. Not only was the planetarium saved from the budget axe after 2005 public discussions and school 
board meetings, but according to Art, they even enjoyed a small increase for the planetarium’s budget! However, Art is 
concerned that with more changes coming to the school system administration, he may yet again have to fight further at-
tempts to cut their budget. For now, exciting things continue to happen with the PHM’s public offerings and its integration 
into the regular school curriculum. They recently ran AVI’s Laser Rental Programs titled SKYLASE, which raised money 
for the planetarium. They’ve also recently incorporated GLPA’s (Bob Bonadurer’s) Rumplestiltskins Starry Secret into 
their fifth grade curriculum program. The teachers and students who viewed this program gave it rave reviews. The air/
space museum continues to grow, with recent additions of an autographed crew picture of STS-114, as well as the auto-
graphs of the “original 14” Chinese Taikonauts (astronauts) including the three who have already flown. They’ve also 
added the autographs of the crew of SpaceShip 1, the first civilian spaceship to fly into space. The museum continues to 
boast that they have autographs of everyone who has flown in the American space program as well as the prominent space 
voyagers from many other countries. They’ve recently added a museum-quality four-foot replica of the Hindenburg. 
JHE’s LED cove lighting system and controls are now being used in the planetarium. 
 The Shafer Planetarium at Lawrence North High School in Indianapolis reports that it will be hosting two weeks 
of YMCA camps this summer. Summer will also be a time of planning next year’s public shows and class groups. Plane-
tarium Director David Dick is a Solar System Ambassador and plans on continuing the mission to relay the NASA mis-
sions to the public. 
 It may not be too late to register for one or both of Dr. Kaitchuck’s Ball State summer planetarium workshops. 
Please refer to the Bulletin Board column of this newsletter for more information. 
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As we head into the hot and balmy summer months, Michigan planetarians will be kept 
busy with a variety of projects that include theater maintenance, special events, and a 
multitude of interesting and educational programs. 
  Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills is gearing 
up for their upgrade to a Digistar 3-SP2. In May, E&S luminary Kevin Scott installed 
the D3 Producer and during the first full week in June, Fred Orrell uninstalled their 
Digistar II and installed the Digistar 3 projection system. The planetarium will reopen 
with a new schedule that includes Clark Planetarium’s Secret of the Cardboard Rocket, 
Ultimate Universe and Rock Hall of Fame. A live sky show, aptly named Michigan Sky 
Tonight, will round out their new offerings. Currently Cranbrook staff are working on 
their first all-dome production, Holiday Magic, an entertainment show slated for debut 
on November 17th. Additionally, the lobby outside the planetarium will be upgraded to 
include new signage, ViewSpace, SpaceUpdate and more! The planetarium reopened 

on June 16th. 
 The Ann Arbor Public Schools Argus Planetarium is celebrating its 50th anniversary. To recognize this event, 
they presented public shows during the Mother’s Day weekend. This was a rare opportunity for their patrons, as they nor-
mally present only school shows. On that weekend, they invited members of the public to visit their new Digistar 3-SP 
planetarium and experience the same types of shows that their children see in 1st, 3rd, and 6th grades. Additional informa-
tion is available on their website, www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.planetarium. 
 The summer re-runs are starting up at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium. Beginning June 3rd, the 
programs will include Terri & Her Telescope, Beardless Red (which guides audiences through the treasures of the Milky 
Way) and (as their feature show) The Wright Way to Fly, Dayton’s Boonshoft Museum production about the Wright 
Brothers. These shows will continue through Labor Day, at which time the planetarium will close for one week of mainte-
nance. As the summer progresses, the planetarium will continue converting its collection of programs from slide-based 
shows to DVD-based shows. In the process, all the slides are being scanned, cleaned and enhanced in Photoshop, and ar-
chived as digital images. Additions in the form of video animations and newer, sharper images will be placed whenever 
possible. Text slides and charts are being recreated from scratch for better readability using video projection. It’s a lot of 
work, but the older shows will have a fresh look, without any faded or dusty slides, and set-ups will be a lot easier. 
  The folks at the Chaffee Planetarium at the Public Museum of Grand Rapids have had a busy spring, and are 
looking forward to throttling down a little bit over the summer. Unlike last summer, there is no GLPA conference 
“looming” this autumn. Dave DeBruyn, Ethan Brown, Rickey Ainsworth and the rest of the crew are happy to report that 
close to 25,000 people saw the Chaffee produced show Stars of the Pharaohs, which accompanied the blockbuster 
“Treasures of Ancient Egypt” exhibit at the Museum from January 28th to May 7th. The shows seemed to run almost con-
tinuously during spring break week and during the closing week of the event. In April alone, total planetarium attendance 
topped 10,000 people! The planetarium is currently running an updated version of its weather show Our Restless Planet 
for general audiences, enhanced with impressive recent tornado video and improved graphics. For children and family 
audiences, it’s the timeless show The Little Star that Could using the wonderful video animation put together by Eric 
Shreur. This show is always a crowd pleaser and still wears well after all these years. The staff at Chaffee are so glad the 
show is back after a long absence, and thank Eric for making that possible. Little Star will continue during the summer, 
along with a revised version of the planetarium’s core show Voyage to Infinity. After July 8th, and continuing until Labor 
Day, there will be daily showings of Little Star, Voyage to Infinity and Under Summer Skies, a backyard astronomy show 
with live narration. If any GLPA members are in the area, please stop by to “say howdy” (as Gary Tomlinson would 
phrase it) and enjoy the museum and planetarium attractions. 
  At the Ensign Planetarium, construction begins soon on the Human Sundial, the PLATO grant-funded outdoor 
participatory science exhibit. Michigan weather has delayed the project, but spring has finally sprung and folks in Dear-
born Heights will soon be able to act as gnomon and cast their shadow to tell the time at Crestwood High School. Their 
spring schedule of shows include their guest and honored speaker, Rich Ensign, in June. He will be talking about his fa-
vorite things in the sky, and it is sure to be a wonderful time. Planning is underway for summer camp; last year was so 
successful that they’re doing it again. Calls are pouring in for end-of-year field trips, and as goofy as the kids can get, Di-
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

rector Carrie Zaitz looks forward to it. “A full planetarium is a happy planetarium around here!” 
  Southfield’s Vollbrecht Planetarium continues its spring, fall, and winter series of eight 90-
minute live shows gleaned from a list of 25 topics. Their three demonstrators — Mike Best, Cliff Jones, 
and John Tremonti — are presenting both public and elementary school shows as well as a dozen or so 
private shows. They still hope to offer their first ‘wedding under the stars’. Any takers? They are fortu-
nate to have an enthusiastic volunteer, Irene Rogoff, who, on numerous occasions, will invite attendees 
back to her home after a show for views through her telescopes. They look forward to their first “Used 

Telescope Sale” this summer on the lawn at Adler Elementary School. Proceeds will go to the purchase of a DVD and CD 
player, and the “biggee” — a digital projector. If you have an extra piece of such equipment that is gathering dust in a 
catacomb, please consider your fellow planetarians in Southfield who blew their total allocated budget on $50,000 of 
(wonderful) renovations last summer. 
  As summer arrives, the Delta College Planetarium and Learning Center in Bay City is gearing up for a number 
of special events in addition to the regular schedule of shows for summer groups/camps and the public. These include 
“Explore & Experience,” a summer adventure for ages 7-11; The Bay City Fireworks Festival (their annual fundraising 
event); The Tall Ships Festival; and a Space Camp concentrating on related careers. They will once again do Stargazing 
Dinner Cruises out into Saginaw Bay, on the schooner “Appledore.” They even have a wedding coming up in the plane-
tarium theater (they’ve done more than a dozen). Thanks to a donor, the Exhibit Museum Planetarium is replacing its 
long-standing constellation projectors. The new projectors, from MMI, are brighter and have two lenses that provide a 
sharper focus. Modified slide mounts hold Loch Ness Starbright constellation images that can be rotated within the pro-
jector. This, combined with the small swivel mounts that hold the projectors, allows for attitude orientations to the star 
field. 
  Longway Planetarium’s summer shows include Black Holes and Star Signs, The Sky Above Mr. Rogers 
Neighborhood and the matinee laser show Celebration of Flight. Evening rock laser shows include Radiohead, Led Zep-
pelin and Pink Floyd. The education department has a full schedule of Family Drop-In Hands-on Science programs and 
Summer Science Camps. 
  The staff of the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium in Detroit kept busy this spring with production of their show 
for this summer, The Greatest Wonders of the Universe, scheduled to open in early July. Although this show was no 
longer available as a show kit, Planetarium Manager Jenny Pon was able to find most of the pieces of Bill Gutsch’s show; 
thanks to the Renaissance Center in Tennessee, the Coca-Cola Science Center in Georgia, Garry Beckstrom of the Delta 
College Planetarium in Bay City, and composer Mark Mercury. The Detroit Science Center played host to many great 
activities and exhibits from NASA’s John Glenn Research Center during Space Day, held on May 4th. More than 800 
visitors were given photos of themselves in a spacesuit posing near the future lunar base. Two days later, two members of 
NASA’s Mars Phoenix Lander 2007 team visited during Astronomy Day, which arrived with clear skies, and was a great 
success with six white light and Hydrogen-Alpha solar telescopes. Vice President of Theaters and Programs Todd Slisher 
and Planetarium Technical Coordinator John Potts presented a special Astronomy Day show on the DaimlerChrysler Sci-
ence Stage including “How Cold is Outer Space?” and a demonstration of crater formation. The day was concluded with 
the drawing for a Meade ETX-90 telescope and three one-year subscriptions to Astronomy Magazine! Everyone was in-
vited to participate in the first of their monthly “Beginner’s Night Star Party,” held at Island Lake State Recreation Area. 
John Potts also assisted their Exhibits Department on a new aging exhibit, replaced the Planetarium’s Soloist video play-
back unit with a DVD player, and updated their Solar System Adventure and Views of the Universe shows with the new 
Valles Marineris flyover video from JPL. Planetarium Education Coordinator John Schroer assisted with yet another 
“Space Blast Off Educator’s Workshop” on April 12th. 
  At the Shiras Planetarium in Marquette, staff members have been busy with springtime fieldtrips, and they con-
tinue to have great attendance and feedback following their renovation last year and the installation of the Konica Minolta 
MediaGlobe. They continue to learn digital programming techniques and are proud to be bringing back some of the old 
Hansen Planetarium shows like Adventures Along the Spectrum and The Universe of Dr. Einstein for their summer calen-
dar. The full dome canvas and special effects are breathing new life into these outstanding shows and audio tracks, and 
their regular attendees are excited to see them re-released! 
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Ohio planetarians gathered for their annual spring meeting on April 22nd at the University of 
Findlay’s Newhard Planetarium. Host was Dr. Andrew Kerr, now in his third year as Plane-
tarium Director and physicist on the UF faculty following the retirement of veteran director/
physicist Sam Littlepage. UF recently installed Ohio’s first Digitalis Digitarium Alpha star 
projector, an inexpensive full-dome video system designed for domes of 30 feet and smaller. 
Andrew began the meeting with an extensive demonstration of the Digitarium including both 
star field and images. 
 Following lunch at a Chinese buffet restaurant, delegates reconvened for an afternoon 
paper session. In the first paper, Cheri Adams (Philips Space Theater at the Boonshoft Mu-
seum of Discovery, Dayton) described a clicker audience response system she had used on a 
recent eclipse cruise and listed some of the enhancements to student learning and retention 

that can follow from use of such a system. In the next paper, Dr. Jeanne Bishop (Westlake Schools Planetarium) de-
scribed the Richard H. Emmons Award for Excellence in College Astronomy Teaching. [Ed. See page 11 of the spring 
GLPA Newsletter]. This new award will be given annually by the Astronomical Society of the Pacific and is funded by a 
gift from Jeanne and Allan Bishop to honor her late father’s life-long dedication to astronomy education. In the third pa-
per, Dr. Dale Smith (Bowling Green State University Planetarium) described a number of narrative techniques he has 
used over the years in script writing, with an emphasis on those that support the role of the recorded narrator as a story-
teller. 
 Later Dr. David Hurd (Edinboro University Planetarium) discussed some of the methods he has developed to 
assist blind and visually impaired students in learning astronomy, in particular the use of planispheres with Braille con-
stellations and celestial coordinate grids. A dramatic demonstration came when Becky Knaub, one of his students who is 
blind, found several constellations requested by members of the audience and calculated the right ascension and declina-
tion directly from months listed on the ecliptic. The winner of Dr. Hurd’s “Constellation Shootout” for his college astron-
omy course, Becky found Taurus in a matter of seconds! The sighted members of the audience were glad they were not 
called on to attempt these same tasks as quickly as Becky had performed them. Finally, host Andrew Kerr showed two 
instructional videos prepared by his astronomy students. 
 The Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums (C.R.A.P.) continued its monthly meetings this spring, con-
vening at the Shaker Heights Planetarium on March 14th (Gene and Pam Zajac and Kelly Jons, hosts) and at the Euclid 
Schools Planetarium on May 12th (Fran Ratka, host). 
 Congratulations to Sharon Shanks (Ward Beecher Planetarium at Youngstown State University) on her ap-
pointment as the new Executive Editor of the IPS journal Planetarian, effective with the issue of September 2006. 
 Kudos also to The Wilderness Center (Joann Ballbach, Education Director) for being awarded a PLATO grant 
by the DePaul Space Science Center for Education and Outreach, funded by NASA’s Science Mission Directorate. The 
grant will provide support for the center’s “Family Astronomy” series of programs in 2006. Their first program to break 
trail was Walk Through the Solar System on May 27th. Families walked the Pond Trail, thereby creating a scale model 
solar system. Among June programs were the Strawberry Full Moon Walk (followed by strawberry shortcakes!) and a 
Summer Skies show in the center’s Fred Silk Planetarium. 
 Jim Gavio writes that the Erie Planetarium is currently playing The Sky Above Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood as 
its children’s show on Saturdays, along with one of the stories from SkyTellers as its older child/adult program. Early this 
summer, The World at Night will run for young children. The Erie Planetarium was once again happy to have ISS Astro-
naut Mike Fincke as a guest on May 4th for a daytime presentation for school groups and the general public, followed by 
an evening dinner and presentation. Both presentations included highlights from Mike’s six-month stay in space, among 
them a photograph of Erie that he took from space. Mike will be in Russia again this fall and will return to the Station in 
about a year and a half, at which time the Erie folks intend to resume communication with him. 
 At the BGSU Planetarium, the presentation of their in-house production Worlds in Your Wallet wrapped up in 
mid-April, followed by short runs of several programs in the annual May Days series. These vintage programs included 
Life Beyond Earth (from the Davis Planetarium), Land of the Southern Cross (from Memphis Pink Palace Planetarium), 
and a variety of children’s shows. The planetarium began the month of April on a musical note with a live piano-string 
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concert Star-Lite Music II, featuring Professor Walter Baker, emeritus from BGSU’s College of Musical 
Arts, on the piano, Grace Baker on the violin, and Jim Anderson on the cello. This was a return engage-
ment a decade after the same talented trio performed Star-Lite Music I under the dome and stars in 1996. 
 

The spring meeting of WIMPS was jointly hosted by two Wisconsin 
planetariums — the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa and 
the Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha. These planetariums 
will be the site for the 2008 GLPA conference. Planetarians were in atten-
dance from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois and Ohio. Special thanks to 
Dave DeRemer, Todd DeZeeuw, Gary Sampson, and their families for 
hosting the meeting! 
 Three long-time Wisconsin planetarians with a combined 107 
years of experience retired this spring. Since they each worked over 30 
years in the dark, they contributed some words of wisdom. Bob Allen of 

the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse remarked, “My job never seemed like work.” John Harmon at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee reminds show writers, “Don’t forget that there are stars [in the planetarium].” Our final retiree, 
who is retiring for the second time, Gary Sampson of the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium at Wauwatosa West High 
School quips, “Things are looking up.” We hope that Bob, John and Gary enjoy their well-earned retirements and con-
tinue attending GLPA conferences! 
 In other state news this season, the Allen Blocher Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point is 
showing the Loch Ness production Hubble Vision 2. In western Wisconsin, the L.E. Phillips Planetarium at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire is adding a Saturday morning children’s show to their schedule. This year, shows will be 
presented throughout the summer. The lineup includes Loch Ness’ More Than Meets the Eye and Lifestyles of the Stars. 
St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud, Minnesota has new carpet and “Spirit” chairs from American Seating. If you 
would like to see how the renovation went, please visit Dave William’s website at web.stcloudstate.edu/dlwilliams/
Planetarium%20Renovation.htm. Finally Minnesota State University-Moorhead has two live shows this summer — 
Our Moon in July and Red River Skies in August. 
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DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the Autumn issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
July. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2005-06: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

Astro-Tec       www.astro-tec.com 
Evans & Sutherland     www.es.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 
Sky-Skan       www.skyskan.com 
Spitz, Inc.       www.spitzinc.com 

 
Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 

 
Audio-Visual Imagineering    www.av-imagineering.com 
NASA Space Center for Education and Outreach analyzer.depaul.edu/NASABroker 
GOTO Optical Manufacturing   www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 
Konica-Minolta      konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 

 
Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 

 
ASH Enterprises      www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 

 
Other Support  (up to $499) 

 
Geographics Imaging     www.geographicsimaging.com/ 
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  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

JEANNE BISHOP TO RETIRE 
as reported by Dale Smith, BGSU Planetarium 

 
 Veteran Ohio planetarian Dr. Jeanne Bishop is retiring at the end of the current school year. A charter member of 
GLPA, Jeanne has been director of the Westlake Schools Planetarium since 1970. For nearly four decades, Dr. Bishop has 
been one of the leading lights of GLPA and the international planetarium community, renowned for her teaching, scholar-
ship, and service. 
 Working in a small, modestly-equipped planetarium, Jeanne has been a champion of the interactive program and 
has brought the wonders of the cosmos to countless classes of school children and, by means of evening programs, to their 
parents as well. 
 Dr. Bishop is author of more than 100 articles on astronomy and planetarium methods, history of astronomy edu-
cation, metric teaching in middle school, and spatial and cognitive development and their implications for education. 
Chief among her work is her 1980 doctoral dissertation, “The Development and Testing of a Participatory Planetarium 
Unit Emphasizing Projective Astronomy Concepts and Utilizing the Karplus Learning Cycle, Student Model Manipula-
tion, and Student Drawing with Eighth Grade Students.” Later, she wrote about this and related work in numerous articles 
in the IPS journal Planetarian and she designed many planetarium presentations and NSTA workshops that incorporated 
her insights. 
  She has an abiding interest in the astronomy of indigenous cultures, especially Native American societies, and in 
pursuit of this interest, she’s obtained a variety of grants to support her studies and has shared her insights in several con-
ference presentations and workshops. Her interest in classic Chinese astronomy led to a paper at an ancient astronomy 
conference in Beijing in 1997 and to designing the Starlab cylinder on ancient Chinese constellations.  
 Among her other articles are a comprehensive paper “How Astronomical Objects are Named” in the September 
2004 Planetarian, an invited opening chapter in the 1992 United Nations book Planetarium: A Challenge for Educators, 
and an invited chapter in the book Information Handling in Astronomy—Historical Vistas published in 2003 by Kluwer 
Academic Publishers. 
 Dr. Bishop has compiled a distinguished record of service to the planetarium community. She served as IPS Presi-
dent in 1983-1984 and presided over the 1984 IPS conference in Monterrey, Mexico, the first held outside an English-
speaking country. She served as GLPA president in 2000-2002, edited the GLPA Newsletter from 1986-1987, and was a 
co-organizer of the GLPA conferences in Cleveland in 1975, 1986, 1997, and 2003. She has chaired the IPS committee on 
Astronomical Accuracy, served on the Astronomical Society of the Pacific’s Board of Directors, and chaired a GLPA 
committee for increased interaction with NASA. 
 Dr. Bishop has been honored with many awards. She is a Fellow of both IPS and GLPA, was honored by IPS with 
its highest award, the Service Award, in 1990 and by GLPA with its highest award, the Galileo Award, in 2003. She was 
selected as GLPA Spitz Lecturer in 1990 and was the 1995 winner of ASP’s Brennan Award for outstanding contributions 
to high school astronomy teaching. In 1996 Dr. Bishop was chosen by the Serafino Zani Observatory for a week in Italy 
as an American Planetarium Operator. 
 Closer to home, Jeanne has been a central member of the Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums, has 
hosted numerous meetings of the Cleveland group, and for the past 19 years Jeanne and her husband Dr. Allan Bishop 
have opened their home for the annual C.R.A.P. Christmas party and potluck.  
 Jeanne has presented papers or workshops at most GLPA and IPS conferences for the past three decades and, as 
already noted, has been a prolific contributor to the Planetarian. Her work has been characterized by educational clarity, 
scientific accuracy, keen awareness of the learning process, and unwavering attention to the individual. She has been a 
teacher’s teacher, educating her colleagues as well as her students. We, and our profession, are immeasurably richer for 
her continuing presence and contributions. 
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 Now we wish Jeanne the very best in retirement, and also look forward to seeing her at future conferences and to 
her involvement in future projects of interest. 
 

SUMMER PLANETARIUM WORKSHOPS 
 

 Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck, Planetarium Director and Professor of Physics and Astronomy at Ball State University in 
Muncie, Indiana, is again offering summer Planetarium Workshops. 
 Workshop 1, which will be offered June 26th to 30th, is suited for individuals seeking to make effective use of a 
planetarium facility. Topics will include educational uses of the star projector, as well as video projectors, audio systems, 
digital video, and automation and software for audio and video production. Instruction will be given by Ronald Kaitchuck 
and Keith Turner (Carmel High School Planetarium), along with representative from GOTO and Bowen Technovation.  
 Workshop 2, which will be offered from July 10th to 14th, will concentrate on incorporating new technologies 
into planetarium operations, including hands-on exercises in digital photography, digital audio production, and digital 
video production. 
 For more information, contact Dr. Kaitchuck at Ball State University at (765) 285-8871, by e-mail at 
rkaitchu@bsu.edu, or by visiting his website at www.bsu.edu/planetarium/. 
 

BULLETIN BOARD (continued) GLPA Newsletter Summer Solstice, 2006 

JOIN I .P.S .  
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in 
the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious or-
ganization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS 
serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Di-

rectory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 

See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 
 

IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available at Insti-
tutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, P.O. Box 1812, Greenville  NC  27835  USA 
Telephone: 1-252-328-9365  (office) 
Telephone: 1-252-328-9371  (fax) 
E-mail: laatschs@ecu.edu 

mailto:rkaitchu@bsu.edu�
http://www.bsu.edu/planetarium/�
http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:laatschs@ecu.edu�
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In the GLPA Newsletter’s inaugural year, there was no issue 
published in the summer. The second issue of the GLPA 
Newsletter (designated at Volume I, Number 2) appeared in 
the autumn of 1966. A retrospective on that issue will appear 
on this “40 year page” next issue. 

GLPA NEWSLETTER TRIVIA 
 
In the 40+ year history of the GLPA Newsletter . . . 
 
⇒ There have been 151 issues, counting this one. 
 
⇒ There have been a total of 2,292 printed pages. 
 
⇒ There have been six Newsletter Editors — Dave DeBruyn, Dave Hoffman, Carl Wenning, James L. 

Brown, Jeanne Bishop, and Bart Benjamin. The current editor began with the spring issue of 1988. 
 
⇒ The newsletter has been printed and mailed from Bowling Green, Ohio since the autumn issue of 1990. 

Prior to that — from 1974 to 1990 — newsletters were mailed from Elgin, Illinois. 
 
⇒ The longest issue ever was 45 pages long. (Winter, 2000) 
 
⇒ One issue of the GLPA Newsletter (Winter, 1995) had two pages of conference photographs printed in full 

color. This is the only time that color pages have appeared in the printed version of the newsletter. Digital 
versions of the newsletter (which we began offering to members last fall) are rendered in color. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  (continued from page 3) 
 
 By the way, the “secret” — in case you don’t read the book — is that Descartes took Kepler’s idea of the five 
regular solids and uncovered a mathematical truth about three-dimensional polyhedrons that founded the field of topol-
ogy. Yes, Kepler was wrong about the spheres, solids and the shape of the solar system. But it was his search for truth 
that led to another truth in Descartes work. In fact, new research by some cosmologists suggests that the five regular sol-
ids might uncover truths about the ultimate shape of the universe. 
 As for why Mr. Descartes kept this new formula a secret — keep searching. Good luck. 
 
P.S.: It’s not in The Da Vinci Code. 
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VOLUME XXI, NUMBER 2       SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1986 
(12 pages in length) 
 
The 71st issue of the GLPA Newsletter contained the following 
announcements and highlights: 
 

☼ As Halley’s Comet began its long, slow journey back to the far reaches of the solar system, GLPA was 
making plans for another Cleveland conference. 

 
☼ Upcoming Conference Host Jon Marshall described plans for the 1986 GLPA Conference in Cleveland, 

which would be co-hosted by NASA Lewis Research Center. Because of NASA’s direct involvement, 
delegates at this upcoming conference would hear much about Voyager’s recent Uranus flyby and plans to 
explore Neptune in 1989. The NASA Lewis facility will be toured by delegates, and the Friday banquet 
will be held there as well. 

 
☼ Secretary-Treasurer David Parker reported that GLPA currently has the highest number of members in its 

history — 181 from 25 states and two foreign countries. 
 
☼ Elsewhere in the newsletter, Dave Parker described his “Texas Adventure” to observe Halley’s Comet. In 

addition to visiting several Texas planetariums, Dave and his family were able to dodge clouds and haze to 
observe the comet with binoculars and take a few pictures. The highlight of their trip was observing the 
comet from the grounds of McDonald Observatory, where the skies finally cleared. 

 
☼ Congratulations were offered to Gregg and Barb Williams, who announced that they would marry on the 

summer solstice. Elsewhere in the newsletter, it was announced that Merrillville would serve as the host 
site for the 1987 conference. 

 
☼ Congratulations were also given to Dave DeRemer on his upcoming marriage to Robin on August 2nd. 
 
☼ In the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting, GLPA President Gary Tomlinson announced  that an 

Officer’s Handbook is being compiled. It is designed to assist incoming GLPA office holders to know what 
is expected of their respective offices, while providing procedural hints and time tables for accomplishing 
tasks. Gary asked that any changes or additions be sent to him by early July. 

 





42nd Annual GLPA Conference October 25-28, 2006 

 

42nd Annual Conference of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association 

Merrillville, Indiana 
October 25-28, 2006 

 
You are invited to attend the 42nd Annual Conference of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
in Merrillville, Indiana from October 25 to 28, 2006. Merrillville is centrally located in the GLPA 
region and is easily accessible from major interstates and highways. We’ve got some great speakers, 
eight exciting workshops, and several interesting side trips. And, we’re eager to share our Hoosier 
hospitality with you. 
 
The Merrillville Community School Corporation and its planetarium – the Merrillville Community 
Planetarium – are the hosts for the 2006 GLPA Conference. Nearly all of the conference events will 
be held at Clifford Pierce Middle School, home of the planetarium. We have several great partners 
who are making unique resources available to us. The Kavli Institute for Cosmological Physics at 
the University of Chicago is providing a speaker, a workshop, and a full dome display of current 
astrophysical data. The Challenger Learning Center in Hammond and Valparaiso University are 
opening their doors to share their facilities for a pair of optional side trips on Thursday evening. 
And, several vendors are sharing their expertise by offering workshops. 
 
Your hosts for the conference are the staff and volunteers of the Merrillville Community Planetar-
ium. Gregg Williams is the Planetarium Director and Barbara Williams is his wife. If you haven’t 
received a registration packet, you can download it from the website or call and we’ll mail it to you. 
 

Contact Information for Conference Host 
E-mail: mailto:glpa@mcpstars.org
Phone: (219) 650-5486 

Website: www.mcpstars.org/glpa
 

Conference Hotels & Meals 

The Lees Inn, the primary conference hotel, is offering a conference rate of $72 per night for both 
King Rooms (one king-size bed) and Queen Rooms (two queen-size beds). Additional rooms are 
available at the nearby Comfort Inn, which is offering a conference rate of $65 per night for rooms 
with one king bed or two queen beds. Both the Lees Inn and Comfort Inn are in the southeast corner 
of the intersection of I-65 and 61st Avenue (exit 255). Both hotels offer complimentary breakfast, 
indoor pools, and free high-speed internet access. 
 
The meal package – dessert reception on Wednesday evening; lunch on Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday; Spitz Banquet on Friday evening; and refreshment breaks on Thursday and Friday – is in-
cluded in the conference registration fee of $200. You may purchase an additional banquet meal for 
a spouse or guest. 
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Guest Speakers 
 

On Wednesday evening, Professor Clem Pryke of the University of Chicago and its Kavli Institute 
Cosmological Physics will present “The History of the Universe and the Return of Einstein’s ‘Big-
gest Blunder’.” Professor Pryke designs, builds, and operates telescopes at the South Pole to inves-
tigate the nature of our Universe. 
 
On Friday afternoon, Dr. James Kaler will present the annual Astronomy Update. Dr. Kaler is a 
Professor Emeritus of Astronomy at the University of Illinois. He is also an Honorary Life member 
and a Fellow of GLPA. Dr. Kaler’s annual Astronomy Update is a favorite of conference delegates. 
 
On Friday evening following the GLPA banquet, Gene Zajac will present the Armand Spitz Lec-
ture. Mr. Zajac is the Planetarium Director for the Shaker Heights School District, Shaker Heights, 
Ohio. His talk is titled “Making a Difference”. 
 
On Saturday afternoon, we will have a speaker from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) to 
talk about the exploration of our solar system. 
 

Special Presentation 

Cosmologists at the University of Chicago have successfully integrated current astrophysical data 
into full dome visualizations. Josh Frieman, Randy Landsberg, and Mark SubbaRao will present 
“Full Dome Visualizations of Current Astrophysical Data”. This presentation will demonstrate the 
stunning effect of real scientific data in a planetarium with a series of interactive and fully rendered 
visualizations, narrated by a cosmologist steeped in the research. Learn about the science behind the 
pretty pictures and how you can use them in your planetarium. 
 

Optional Trips & Activities on Thursday Evening 

Several optional activities are available on Thursday evening. Visit the Challenger Learning Center 
on the campus of Purdue University in Hammond, the planetarium and observatory at Valparaiso 
University, or enjoy the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra’s Pop Concert “Cosmic Escape”. 
 

Workshops 

Eight outstanding workshops are being offered on Thursday afternoon. Workshops are either 90 or 
45 minutes long. Most workshops are free, but a few have an additional charge for materials. 
 

• “Cosmic Analogies:  The Good, the Bad & the Ugly” – 90 minutes, free, limit 30 
• “Star Light, Star Bright” – 90 minutes, free, limit 20 
• “Using Tactile Planispheres in the Planetarium” – 90 minutes, free (first 12)/$60, limit 20 
• “Digital Video Technologies, Parts 1 and 2” – 45 minutes, free, limit 30 
• “DigitalSky 2 Software Training” – 45 minutes, free, limit 12 
• “Roaming the Universe in 3D” – 45 minutes, free, limit 50 
• “A Simple & Programmable Shutter for Your LCD Projector” – 45 minutes, $20, limit 10 
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Tentative Conference Schedule 
 

Wednesday, October 25, 2006 
9:00 a to 5:00 p Executive Committee meeting 

6:20 & 6:40 p buses leave for Pierce 
6:30 to 7:00 p new member orientation 
6:45 to 7:30 p dessert reception 

planetarium show 7:30 to 8:30 p Vendor Presentations 
8:30 to 9:30 p speaker, Professor Clem Pryke, “The History of the Universe…” 

9:30 to 10:00 p Vendor Presentations 
10:15 p buses return to hotel 

  
Thursday, October 26, 2006 

7:40 a buses leave for Pierce 
8:00 to 8:15 a Conference Welcome 

8:15 to 10:00 a Paper Session #1 
10:00 to 10:20 a break – refreshments with vendors 

Full Dome Visualizations of Current Astrophysical Data 10:30 to 12:00 p Vendor Presentations 
12:00 to 1:00 p lunch 

1:00 to 3:00 p Paper Session #2 
3:00 to 3:20 p break – refreshments with vendors 
3:30 to 5:00 p workshops 

5:15 p buses return to hotel 
6:00 p buses leave for optional trips to Challenger Center and Valparaiso University 

10:00 p buses return to hotel from optional trips 
  

Friday, October 27, 2006 
7:40 a buses leave for Pierce 
8:00 a announcements 

8:10 to 10:00 a Paper Session #3 
10:00 to 10:20 a break – refreshments with vendors 
10:30 to 12:00 p Vendor Presentations 

12:00 to 1:00 p lunch 
1:00 to 3:00 p Paper Session #4 
3:00 to 3:20 p break – refreshments with vendors 
3:30 to 5:00 p Astronomy Update with Dr. James Kaler 

5:15 p buses return to hotel 
6:15 p buses leave for Gamba Ristorante 
6:30 p cash bar, banquet, awards 
9:00 p Armand Spitz Lecture, Mr. Gene Zajac, “Making a Difference” 

10:00 p buses return to hotel 
  

Saturday, October 28, 2006 
8:00 to 9:00 a check out of hotel, drive to Pierce 
9:15 to 9:45 a State Caucuses 

10:00 to 11:30 a GLPA Business Meeting 
11:30 to 12:30 p lunch 

12:30 to 1:30 p speaker from JPL on the exploration of the solar system 
1:45 to 3:00 p door prizes and conference closing 

 



GLPA Executive Committee Meeting 
Merrillville, Indiana 

April 29, 2006 
 

Present:  Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Lisa Daly, Dave DeRemer, Joe DeRocher, Geoff 
Holt, David Hurd, Chris Janssen, Mary Masui, Dale Smith, Gary Tomlinson, Dave Weinrich. 
 
Meeting called to order:  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Bonadurer at 9:15 a.m. CDT. 
This was followed by a short review of the meeting agenda. Gregg Williams took a moment to welcome us 
and introduce us to the facility and some of his staff. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
on October 19, 2005 had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and e-mailed to each member. Bob Bonadurer 
moved that the minutes be approved. The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
Financial Report:  Mary Masui presented the current state of the GLPA accounts, as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
Financial Report 

October 20, 2005 – April 29, 2006 
Account Summaries Checking Account Savings Account 

      
Opening Balance: $17,433.04 $552.01 

Deposits: $9,737.89 $0.00 

Withdrawals/Checks: $2,808.30 $0.00 

Interest: $0.00 $0.81 

Ending Balance: $24,362.63 $552.82 

Income Expenses 

        
Dues: $2,500.00 Conference Photographer: $92.26 

Newsletter Advertising: $580.00 Exec. Committee Travel: $757.48 

NSTA Conference  
Reimbursement: 

$200.00 State Day Reimbursement: $50.00 

Newsletter Printing & Postage: $586.97 

Grand Rapids Conference 
Seed Money Reimbursement: 

$3,000.00 Conference Proceedings: $698.60 

Membership Postage: $57.84 

Grand Rapids Conference 
Proceeds: 

$3, 457.89 IPS Travel Reimbursement: $465.15 

GLPA Organist: $100.00 

        
Total: $9,737.89 Total: $2,808.30 
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Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________ 
     Mary J. Masui, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
A motion to accept the financial report was made by Lisa Daly. The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
President’s Report:  Bob Bonadurer reported that everything is going very well for GLPA. Bob elaborated on 
GLPA working in concert with NASA to flesh out details on a strategic initiative that connects the efforts of 
NASA and regional planetariums. Chuck Bueter continues working with Bob and GLPA on this initiative. The 
hope is to reach out in an effort to help NASA celebrate its 50 year anniversary in 2008. The idea of a calendar 
and “roadmap” for significant astronomical events will be explored further for connection to NASA and plane-
tariums. Discussion continued about connecting with broker/facilitators and the planetarium community for 
development and coordinated efforts with regard to educational programs. 
 
President-Elect’s Report:  Bob Bonadurer welcomed Cheri Adams to the Executive Committee. Some of the 
duties for the President-Elect were discussed, which raised questions about filling the Secretary/Treasurer po-
sition vacated by Mary Masui. A formal election will be held this fall. 
 
Past-President’s Report:  Joe DeRocher thanked Mary for serving as Secretary/Treasurer and for her atten-
tion to detail. Joe also thanked Geoff for his work on the GLPA website. Discussion with regard to awards and 
recognition of service resulted in a plan to bring consistency in the presentation of awards. Other criteria for 
awards and distribution of awards were discussed. 
 
Membership Report:  Chris Janssen reported that the membership numbers remain stable at approximately 
200. Total volume since the database was created stands at 1,125 people. This number represents the total of 
individuals who have been members at some point in time. Potential Honorary Life Members were discussed 
and voted on. Potential Fellows were also discussed and voted on. Galileo and Service award criteria were dis-
cussed and potential awardees were discussed and voted on. 
 
Development Report:  Lisa Daly introduced the logistics of a swap meet and some guidelines with regard to 
making it host-friendly. We also discussed ways to keep from marginalizing any of our members/constituents, 
whether they be from small, medium, large, portable or no dome. Vendor concerns and support were discussed 
in the context of upcoming conferences. Another level of support will be added for vendors.  
 
Publications Report:  Bart Benjamin reported that digital newsletters have been well received. The newsletter 
now has a 40 year/20 year “looking back” section. The advantages of digitizing all of GLPA’s publications 
were discussed. A special thank you was given to Dale for all his work on this initiative. 
 
Education Report:  Dave DeRemer reported that Cosmic Colors is moving along and he has selected an artist 
and narrator for this program. Dave and Bob are looking for extra funding through grants. He would really like 
to make it an interactive show. Other items included GLPA’s participation in the NSTA Congress, which will 

Separate Fund 
Accounts 

  
GLPA Gift Shop 

  
Printed Materials 

 
Audio-Visual Materials 

        
Previous Balance: $366.84 $356.83 $6,037.74 

Revenues: $0.00 $80.30 $1,288.00 

Expenses: $0.00 $49.18 $3,651.41 

Ending Balance: $366.84 $387.95 $3,674.33 
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meet in Toronto in July. It was agreed that GLPA needs at least one consistent representative from the Execu-
tive Committee to attend. Dave also mentioned a new DVD version of FTDG is available. Call (908) 231-8805 
or refer to a recent posting on Dome-L.  
 
Instructional Materials:  Geoff reported that he will be the contact for all GLPA website changes and adjust-
ments and that Chris will serve as backup webmaster. Geoff and David will work on adding a shopping cart 
for GLPA show kits, memberships or any money changing issues. Geoff also shared statistics about how the 
GLPA site is being utilized. A full report is available from Geoff.  
 
Conference Planning Report:  Gregg and Barb Williams handed out a tentative conference schedule for Oc-
tober 2006. The Lees Inn will serve as the conference hotel. Since the new member orientation was such a suc-
cess last fall, it will be held again this fall at 6:30 p.m. at MCP. It will take about a half hour. We expect a total 
of about 30 people for the new member orientation. Further discussion of setting up a PayPal account for pay-
ing for registration was discussed. 

Gary Tomlinson reported that the 2007 conference will be held in Wheeling, West Virginia on October 
9 through October 14, 2007. With regard to the Spitz lecturers, the GLPA Executive Committee will submit 
two recommendations to Steve Mitch for Spitz Lecturer. GLPA will need to provide $1,120 as seed money to 
Steve Mitch by this October. Conference Proceedings will be available on disk. Vendor rates were discussed 
and will be revised for this conference since three regional organizations will meet at the same time and place. 
 Dave DeRemer reported that the 2008 GLPA conference will be held October 29 – November 1, 2008 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It will be held at a luxury hotel with an adjacent water park. Vendors will be able to 
set up at the hotel/conference center. 

Further discussion about non-attending members presenting posters was discussed. It was agreed that 
any paying member should be able to present a poster if they adhere to the existing guidelines. 
 
IPS Report:  Dave Weinrich reported on the upcoming IPS conference in Australia. He and Dale Smith will 
be attending and representing GLPA. Dave reported on his work in Ghana and the need for a portable projec-
tor. Dale reported that Sharon Shanks has been appointed as the new IPS Planetarian Editor and John Schroer 
has been appointed as Editor of the Planetarian’s “What’s New” column. Dale reported that all IPS materials 
are now also in electronic form.  
  
Old Business:  No changes were suggested to GLPA’s current budget projections. Handbook access will be 
given to GLPA Executive Committee members on website. Past Executive Committee members will be kept 
on the Executive Committee e-mail listserv for two years after completing their GLPA service. 
 
New Business:  Mary will search for an appropriate replacement as State Coordinator. 
[Ed.: Shortly after the April 29th Executive Committee meeting, Michael Narlock (who also serves as 
Michigan State Chair) volunteered for the post of GLPA State Meeting Coordinator and was subse-
quently approved]. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting officially adjourned at 4:35 p.m. CDT. 
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L A S T  C H A N C E  T O  R E G I S T E R !  
 

THE 2006 GLPA CONFERENCE IN MERRILLVILLE: 
 

A GALAXY OF KNOWLEDGE AND CAMARADERIE! 
 

Please turn to page 14 for details. 

Image Credit: NASA and the Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA). See page 2 for the story behind this image.   

http://www.nasa.gov/�
http://heritage.stsci.edu�
http://www.stsci.edu/�
http://www.aura-astronomy.org/�


COVER PHOTO: 

THE HEART OF THE WHIRLPOOL GALAXY 

 

 New images from NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope are helping researchers view in un-
precedented detail the spiral arms and dust clouds of a nearby galaxy, which are the birth sites 
of massive and luminous stars. 
 The Whirlpool galaxy, M51, has been one of the most photogenic galaxies in amateur 
and professional astronomy. Easily photographed and viewed by smaller telescopes, this celes-
tial beauty is studied extensively in a range of wavelengths by large ground- and space-based 
observatories. This Hubble composite image shows visible starlight as well as light from the 
emission of glowing hydrogen, which is associated with the most luminous young stars in the 
spiral arms. 
 M51, also known as NGC 5194, is having a close encounter with a nearby companion 
galaxy, NGC 5195, just off the upper edge of this image. The companion’s gravitational pull is 
triggering star formation in the main galaxy, as seen in brilliant detail by numerous, luminous 
clusters of young and energetic stars. The bright clusters are highlighted in red by their associ-
ated emission from glowing hydrogen gas. 
 This Wide Field Planetary Camera 2 image enables a research group, led by Nick 
Scoville (Caltech), to clearly define the structure of both the cold dust clouds and the hot hydro-
gen and link individual clusters to their parent dust clouds. Team members include M. Polletta 
(U. Geneva); S. Ewald and S. Stolovy (Caltech); R. Thompson and M. Rieke (U. of Arizona). 
 Intricate structure is also seen for the first time in the dust clouds. Along the spiral arms, 
dust “spurs” are seen branching out almost perpendicular to the main spiral arms. The regularity 
and large number of these features suggests to astronomers that previous models of “two-arm” 
spiral galaxies may need to be revisited. The new images also reveal a dust disk in the nucleus, 
which may provide fuel for a nuclear black hole. 
 The team is also studying this galaxy at near-infrared wavelengths with the NICMOS 
instrument onboard Hubble. At these wavelengths, the dusty clouds are more transparent and 
the true distribution of stars is more easily seen. In addition, regions of star formation that are 
obscured in the optical images are newly revealed in the near-infrared images. 
 This image was composed by the Hubble Heritage Team from Hubble archival data of 
M51 and is superimposed onto ground-based data taken by Travis Rector (NOAO) at the 0.9-
meter telescope at the National Science Foundation’s Kitt Peak National Observatory (NOAO/
AURA) in Tucson, AZ. 
 
Image Credit: NASA and The Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA) 
Caption Credit: HubbleSite.org 

 
 
 

http://www.nasa.gov/�
http://heritage.stsci.edu�
http://www.stsci.edu/�
http://www.aura-astronomy.org/�
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I just finished Light This Candle, a biography about Alan 
Shepard. In GLPA land, many of us know Shepard quite well. 
He became the first American in space on May 5, 1961. A lot 
of us know he was the first golfer in space when he snuck a six 
iron on Apollo 14 in February of 1971. We know Shepard 
through Tom Wolfe’s book and movie The Right Stuff. 
 After reading this book you get to know Shepard even 
better, but not entirely. He was hard to get to know — keeping 
his circle of friends tight. He could be dynamic and explosive. 
He could be quiet as he was so silently driven. He seemed to 

emphasize the cliché that “you can never really know anybody.” 
 Naturally, you learn about the other Mercury 7 astronauts. Probably the polar opposite in personality of Alan 
Shepard is John Glenn. Glenn, the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962 and the oldest astronaut, having gone up on 
the Space Shuttle in 1998 at age 77, was known as the “clean Marine.” As with The Right Stuff, this book brought out 
those strained differences between Shepard and Glenn. 
 The two test pilots were fiercely passionate and competitive. Like people everywhere, they simply wanted their 
way. At the start of the space program, this way was to be the first American in space. They quickly rose as the leading 
candidates. However, their styles led to quarrels that could have brought both of them down. 
 Obviously Shepard and Glenn knew that their characters clashed. So they were both smart enough to realize they 
shared a common goal in reaching space. They figured out that astronauts that stuck together worked stronger as a unit. 
This helped them attain a window on the Mercury capsule. It led to the astronauts being able to fly their vehicle so they 
wouldn’t be “spam in a can.” They truly exemplified the phrase “United we stand. Divided we fall.” 
 When I think about all of us who comprise GLPA, I also see a wide spectrum of styles. Some of us are more like 
Alan Shepard. Some of us are more like John Glenn. Or perhaps, you identify with one of the remaining Mercury 7 astro-
nauts — Wally Schirra, Deke Slayton, Gus Grissom, Scott Carpenter, or Gordon Cooper. Or maybe none at all. 
 Or maybe, some of us are more like one of the women who became known as the Mercury 13. These 13 women 
— Jerrie Cobb, Bernice Steadman, Janey Hart, Jerri Truhill, Rhea Woltman, Sarah Ratley, Jan and Marion Dietrich, Myr-
tle Cagle, Irene Leverton, Gene Nora Jessen, Jean Hixson, and Wally Funk — passed the same strenuous tests as the as-
tronauts of Mercury 7. [By the way, for another great book, read Martha Ackmann’s The Mercury 13]. 
 

(continued on page 19) 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

Happy Autumnal Equinox! This issue of the GLPA Newsletter 
contains some last minute information about the upcoming 
GLPA Conference in Merrillville, Indiana (see pages 14-15), an 
IPS Update by GLPA’s IPS Representative Dave Weinrich (see 
pages 16-17), and some good news from the planetarium at 
Lourdes College in Sylvania, Ohio (see page 20). The upcoming 
conference promises to be an enjoyable and enriching experi-
ence, and I strongly encourage you to attend. 
 Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the 
GLPA Newsletter is November 1, 2006. Please submit your fa-
cility report to your State Chairperson by late-October. Better yet, bring whatever news you have to your state meeting at 
the conference. I hope I see you in Merrillville! 

                       

EDITOR’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bart Benjamin 

Don't forget that as a member of GLPA, you can always change the manner in which you receive the GLPA Newsletter to any of 
these three options: 
 

1. Digital (PDF) version — You will be sent an e-mail reminder that links to our digital download page. From that special web-
page, you can download current and recent issues of the GLPA Newsletter in PDF format, viewable (and printable) with free 
Adobe Reader software. 

2. Printed version — You receive a printed (albeit black & white) copy of the newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service. 
3. Both — You will receive both the printed and digital versions of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 

To make such a change, please contact GLPA Membership Chairman Chris Janssen at cmjanssen@yahoo.com and let him know 
how you’d like to receive future copies of the GLPA Newsletter. 

mailto:cmjanssen@yahoo.com�
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  S T A T E   N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 

ILLINOIS 
 

Chairman: Brock Schroeder 
  Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
  Olivet Nazarene University 
  One University Avenue 
  Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
  (815) 939-5361 
  bschroed@olivet.edu 
 

INDIANA 
 

Chairman: Alan Pareis 
  9421 Stagecoach Drive 
  Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
  (260) 432-8786 
  bellerophonii@aol.com 
 

MICHIGAN 
 

Chairman: Michael Narlock 
  Cranbrook Institute of Science 
  39221 Woodward Avenue 
  Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
  (248) 645-3235 
  mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

OHIO 
 

Chairman: Dale Smith 
  BGSU Planetarium 
  Department of Physics & Astronomy 
  Bowling Green State University 
  Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
  (419) 372-8666 
  dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

WISCONSIN / MINNESOTA 
 

Chairman: Dave Weinrich 
  Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
  1104 7th Avenue South 
  Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
  (218) 477-2969 
  weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 

This fall, the William M. 
Staerkel Planetarium at Park-
land College in Champaign will 
be showing Autumn Prairie Skies, 
their own production of Stellar 
Extremes, and Calgary’s In My 
Backyard. The staff will hurry 
back home after the GLPA con-
ference and present a Halloween 
show, too. In November, the 
planetarium staff will bring back 
Santa’s Secret Star and Rites of 
the Season. On December 8th, the 

planetarium staff will team up with two members of the 
CU Storytelling Guild for an hour of storytelling under the 
stars. The “World of Science” Lecture Series is set for the 
academic year, with Dr. Kaler’s preview material for a pos-
sible new book scheduled for a December 1st talk. The 
staff also plans to bring back their five weeks “Backyard 
Astronomy” workshop and add a new one that will provide 
helpful hints for a Science Fair project. 
 Indian Prairie School District 204 is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Stephanie Gove as the next di-
rector of the Waubonsie Valley High School Planetar-
ium. Stephanie is a recent graduate of Bradley University 
and she worked at the Lakeview Museum Planetarium in 
Peoria. “Stephanie is an outstanding young planetarian,” 
said Jeffrey Hunt, Indian Prairie’s Director of Instructional 
Technology, and WVHS planetarium director from 1979-
1995. He adds that “she has had a good grounding in plane-
tariums from Sheldon Schafer at Lakeview.” Stephanie will 
be attending GLPA’s annual conference to meet her new 
planetarium colleagues. 
 The Lakeview Museum Planetarium held its 
12th annual Interplanetary Bicycle Ride on August 12th 
and 13th. This year, 150 space travelers journeyed between 
the planets in Peoria’s community solar system. (Over 
2,300 have participated since the ride has begun) This 
year’s ride was victimized by the interplanetary version of 
a computer virus — phantom road markers re-marked the 
route and sent scores of cyclists billions of miles into the 
void between Uranus and Neptune. Once the sabotage was 
discovered, all of the intrepid travelers were eventually 
rescued so that they could safely complete their journey to 
Neptune and back. The planetarium will be featuring Stel-
lar Extremes in October, and Legends of the Night Sky: 
Perseus and Andromeda in November, along with a selec-

mailto:bschroed@olivet.edu�
mailto:bellerophonii@aol.com�
mailto:mnarlock@cranbrook.edu�
mailto:dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu�
mailto:weinrich@mnstate.edu�
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Dayle Brown received a grant from the Indiana Arts Commission (IAC) to write/illustrate/publish 
the third book in the series, Skylore from Planet Earth: Stories from Around the World...Milky 
Way.  It is due for completion on July 31, 2007. 
 Alan Pareis, Director, E.C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium, University of St. Fran-
cis, Fort Wayne, was accepted and attended the 2006 CLEA workshop at Gettysburg College in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and the National Radio Astronomy Observatory in Green Bank, West 
Virginia. Contemporary Laboratory Experiences in Astronomy is a program developed and oper-
ated by Gettysburg College in partnership with the National Science Foundation. The annual CLEA 
workshop is targeted to college astronomy instructors who teach introductory astronomy courses. 
Alan also reports that he and Schouweiler co-producer Chris Highlen automated the Explorers of 
Mauna Kea, which was also July’s planetarium feature for the Fort Wayne Three Rivers Festival. 
All shows during the festival were near sellouts. Mauna Kea was the show that started the Schou-

weiler’s modernization in 2001. Now that it has been automated, it joins the planetarium’s line-up of available public, 
school, and group shows. Pareis and Highlen report that they don’t miss the 400-plus slide change button pushes that the 
pre automated show required in 2001. 
 

STATE NEWS (continued) 

tion of laser light shows from AVI. 
 At the Strickler Planetarium on the campus of Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, Super-
nova 2005cs was observed during the summer by student worker Ryan Alexander. Ryan was awarded a re-
search grant by the Olivet Nazarene University Pence-Boyce Scholarship Foundation to observe the apparent 
magnitude of this supernova in M51. This research was a continuation of his research from last summer when 
the supernova was first discovered. Ryan plans to disseminate his findings in a presentation to the local as-
tronomy club. 

 During the autumn months, the Cernan Earth and Space Center on the campus of Triton College will present 
Through the Eyes of Hubble along with their in-house holiday presentation Celebrations of Winter. The Cernan Center 
continues to offer its Skywatcher’s Guide mini show series paired with its current “earth and sky” show. For children, the 
Cernan Center will present their own Zip! Zoom! Whiz! and Nashville’s Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast. Laser show audiences 
will enjoy Laser Atlantis, Fright Light (Halloween themed), and Winter Wonderlight (holiday themed) as rendered by the 
Cernan Center’s dazzling new laser tube. Finally, Stellar Extremes and the Sky Tellers series will premiere in January. 
 

                       

GLPA Newsletter Autumnal Equinox, 2006 

DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the winter issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
October. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 

http://www.glpaweb.org�
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The beginning of the 2006-07 school year heralds the start of a very busy season for 
Michigan planetarians. 
 

 Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills is busily 
updating and upgrading all of their existing programs to fit the capabilities of their new 
Digistar 3. On November 17th, they’ll debut their first in-house D3 production — a 
holiday-themed entertainment show titled Holiday Magic. Additionally, Cranbrook will 
welcome Vatican astronomer Brother Guy Consolmagno on October 1st. Brother Guy 
is an astronomer at the Vatican Observatory, whose research includes observing the 
colors of trans-Neptunian Objects at the Vatican Observatory’s Advanced Technology 
Telescope. He is also president of the International Astronomical Union Commission 
16, Planets and Satellites, and a member of the IAU Working Group on Defining a 
Planet. Brother Guy will discuss the ramifications of the IAU’s decision on Pluto’s 

status in a talk entitled “Pluto and Planets X: Is Pluto a Planet? And Why Does It Matter?”  
 The Henry Ford Community College in Dearborn will be running an updated version of the fall star talk The 
Road Not Taken, now narrated by WHFR’s station manager Susan McGraw. 
 At the end of September, Abrams Planetarium will return the classic show The Last Question, based on the 
story by Isaac Asimov. The show returns for the 50th anniversary of the publishing of the original short story. They will 
also be running Buhl Planetarium’s The Sky Above Mr. Rogers Neighborhood as their children’s program. 
 The Kingman Museum in Battle Creek has finished its first phase of renovations. This included a new HVAC 
system. They have started to remodel their planetarium room and will continue this process by moving their geology ex-
hibit out of the planetarium and into their new exhibit area in their lower level. Their planetarium shows continue to be 
popular with the community. During the renovations, they uncovered tapes and slides from several older planetarium 
shows. They hope to update a few of them and modify them for use on their Digistar II system. They also are in the proc-
ess of selling several telescopes and plan on purchasing a good, easy-to-use portable telescope for educational program-
ming. They have a special exhibit, “It’s Enormous, It’s Colossal, It’s Humongous…it’s just really really big”, which will 
be on display until October 14th. Although it contains nothing about outer space, it does contain large museum specimens 
that have rarely been seen by the public! 
 September begins with a weeklong shutdown of the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium, during which 
time a variety of maintenance tasks will be addressed. It’s time for the staff to replace all those burned out cove lamps, 
clean up the projector lenses, and update the theater documentation and the planetarium pages of the museum’s website 
before the start of the school show season. This fall, the seats will be recovered, the video projectors re-tubed, and the 
cove light system replaced, all with as little disruption of the schedule as possible. On the public program side, this fall 
will bring the return of Space Bus, produced at the Strasenburgh Planetarium (Rochester, New York) and ASI: Baseline, a 
locally produced show that develops the cosmic distance ladder to determine the location of a star that was blown away. 
The museum’s temporary exhibit, “Brain” will be supplemented with the planetarium show Journey Into the Living Cell 
and school workshops in digital imaging through microscopes. 
 Sadly, this is the last update for the Ensign Planetarium at the Crestwood School District. This summer, they 
completed two fun-filled and successful weeks of Astro Camp, which makes it even harder to say goodbye to this facility. 
The glue and the glitter were still drying as director Carrie Zaitz closed the doors for the last time — at least for now. Car-
rie will be getting her teaching certification this upcoming year and will continue to write her weekly Night Sky column, 
which can be found at http://zaitzobservatory.blogspot.com for the astronomy column and http://uraniasky.blogspot.com 
for other interesting subjects. Please feel free to leave a comment on the blog to let her know you’re out there; it gets 
lonely in the dark! She hopes to be back in the planetarium community some day soon, and in the meantime, please keep 
in touch. 
 The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City will be closed during the month of September for annual mainte-
nance and cleaning and will reopen in October. February 2007 will mark the planetarium’s 10th anniversary. Planning is 
currently under way for a variety of events in celebration of the event. 

STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Autumnal Equinox, 2006 

http://zaitzobservatory.blogspot.com�
http://uraniasky.blogspot.com�


8 

 

STATE NEWS (continued) 

 A historic change in governance came to the Public Museum of Grand Rapids and its Roger B. 
Chaffee Planetarium on July 1st, when the 150-year-old institution became a semi-independent, non-
profit cultural institution rather than a division of the City of Grand Rapids. The City retains ownership 
of the buildings, their furnishings, and all of the historic collections, but the Museum is to be run by an 
independent board charged with overseeing operations and securing all of the required funding through 
building of an endowment fund and other means. Full accreditation by the American Association of 
Museums must be maintained. All this means some changes for the operation and staffing and a degree 

of internal apprehension, but for the public, this will largely be seamless. The Chaffee staff remains intact for the most 
part and committed to quality programming. Dave DeBruyn has taken another step toward full retirement, recently renew-
ing his contract for two years with fewer administrative duties and fewer total hours. He will be concentrating on several 
major projects, including writing one final sky show, participating in the completion of the astronomy exhibits and the 
planetarium lobby, and exploring possible funding sources for a full dome digital video system. The featured sky dome 
presentation through Thanksgiving is Cowboy Astronomer, the excellent Loch Ness show with cowboy poet-humorist 
Baxter Black. For children and family audiences, the planetarium continues the wonderful remake of the classic The Little 
Star That Could, using the fine graphics developed by Eric Schreur in Kalamazoo. This has proven to be quite the crowd 
pleaser since its reintroduction earlier this year. The soundtrack, although close to two decades old now, holds up very 
well. A show highlighting the current sky has a new twist in keeping with the Museum’s current featured exhibit, “Pets in 
America.” For fall, it is entitled: Under Autumn Skies – Pegasus and Pals, and draws particular attention to constellations 
depicting animals. Spectacular laser light shows have also returned to the planetarium’s sky dome, including Pink Floyd’s 
Dark Side of the Moon and 21st Century Zeppelin, which features the pulsing rhythms of Led Zeppelin. 
 The staff of the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium in Detroit is very busy this fall with the production of their next 
show kit, based on the book Bad Astronomy by Dr. Philip Plait, known as the Bad Astronomer. Visit Phil’s web site at 
www.badastronomy.com. Scheduled to open in the summer of 2007, this show will explore topics such as UFOs, astrol-
ogy, the Apollo moon hoax, and alien abductions. This show will be made available for both traditional planetaria and full 
dome theaters, thanks to our partner Michael Narlock from Cranbrook Institute of Science. V.P. of Science Programs and 
Theaters Todd Slisher recently caught up on his real sky stargazing by observing “down under” while attending the Mel-
bourne 2006 IPS conference. Technical Coordinator John Potts and Education Coordinator John Schroer continue to write 
and present a series of “Excellent Experiments” for Detroit’s PBS Affiliate WTVS TV show “Get Up – Get Out.” Plane-
tarium Manager/Show Producer Jenny Pon continues to learn about video and animation techniques as the planetarium 
moves toward a full dome video system. The fall observing season began with the 10th Annual “Astronomy On The 
Beach”, a large public star party sponsored by the Dassault Systèmes Planetarium, Rider’s Hobby Shop of Livonia, the 
Cranbrook Institute of Science and all seven Southeastern Michigan’s amateur astronomy clubs. More than 2,000 joined 
them at Kensington Metropark’s Martindale Beach for talks, presentations, demos, and looking through dozens of tele-
scopes and binoculars. The main speaker this year will be NASA astronaut Dr. Andrew Feustel. 
 Southfield’s Vollbrecht Planetarium is dark during the summer of 2006 except for a few private shows. This 
fall, principal demonstrator Mike Best begins his ninth year at Vollbrecht offering eight live, 90-minute, stand-alone pub-
lic shows on Friday evenings. Cliff Jones and John Tremonti offer daytime 4th and 7th grade elementary student shows 
for the school district. These three planetarians are ably assisted by a very enthusiastic volunteer, Irene Rogoff. 
 

GLPA Newsletter Autumnal Equinox, 2006 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

The Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums (C.R.A.P.) gathered for its annual picnic 
on Sunday, June 25 at the home of Bob and Ingrid Sledz. C.R.A.P. met again on Tuesday, 
August 15th at the home of Jim (Warrensville Heights Schools Planetarium) and Beatrice 
Shannon.  Among the guests at this meeting were Bob and Lois Andress.  Bob was a founding 
member of C.R.A.P. and was planetarium director at Warrensville Heights before Jim.  Bob 
has now been retired for many years in Arizona, where he volunteers as a tour guide at the U 
of A’s Mirror Lab in Tucson.  Those attending enjoyed watching videotapes taken at the 1975 
and 1986 GLPA conferences held in Cleveland and especially remarked how much younger 
everyone was back then!  The videos also showed Bob in his legendary role as Projectra at the 
1975 conference. 
 The planetarium at Lourdes College in Sylvania, Ohio has re-opened, thanks to sev-

eral generous donors who enabled a major upgrade of the facility. [See page 20 for an article and photographs]. 
 Two Ohioans were among the 300 delegates who gathered in Melbourne, Australia for the 2006 IPS conference in 
July.  Fran Ratka (Euclid Schools Planetarium) and Dale Smith (Bowling Green State University Planetarium) at-
tended both the conference itself and a post-conference tour to astronomical sites of New South Wales; Dale also attended 
the IPS Council meeting before the Conference in his role as IPS Publications Chair. 
 Congratulations to Sharon Shanks  (Ward Beecher Planetarium at Youngstown State University) on her first 
issue (September 2006) as new Executive Editor of the IPS journal Planetarian!  IPS members should already have re-
ceived this issue, whose cover features the artwork of GLPA’s Dayle Brown. 

GLPA Newsletter Autumnal Equinox, 2006 

                       

 
 
 
Wisconsin and Minnesota planetarians had no news to report this quarter. 
 



Stars That Need Not
Shun The Light.

Thanks To Zeiss Fiber Optics
The stars, those apparent lords of the night sky,
are terribly afraid of light.  For millions of years,
since the first seeing creatures populated the
Earth, only the Sun was able to dim down its
distant brothers into nothingness.  Today, this is
easily accomplished by street lamps, neon signs
and car headlights.

In the planetarium, things are hardly different.  
For decades, stars used to be the protagonists of
the show, and not even the Sun was allowed to
outshine them.  Today, shows are dominated by
fireworks of slides, videos panoramas and all-sky
projections: a profusion of light, which leaves only
the gleaming dots that symbolize the
boundlessness of the universe no chance to
assert themselves.  Are planetarium stars doomed
to final extinction?

Thanks to Zeiss, they are not.  Thanks to a new
fiber optic system that makes artificial stars shine
more brightly and brilliantly than ever before.  No
doubt, slides, video, and panorama projections
will hardly extinguish them.  And although they are
much smaller in size than their forerunners, they
are seen as mere points, twinkling as do the real
stars.  See the world’s newest newborn stars in
the sky of a Zeiss planetarium.

Seeing is Believing!
In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet:
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com

Planetarium Division
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO  63119

Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums In
The United States & Canada

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division
D-07740 Jena

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.dewww.seilerinst.com
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  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

ALLAN BISHOP  1942-2006 
 
 Dr. Allan Bishop passed away on August 7th after a courageous battle with cancer. Allan was the husband of Dr. 
Jeanne Bishop, now retired from the Westlake Schools Planetarium. Allan had recently retired from an engineering ca-
reer at NASA’s Glenn Research Center in Cleveland. For the past 19 years, Jeanne and Allan hosted the annual C.R.A.P. 
Christmas party and potluck at their home in Westlake. Allan will be sorely missed by all who knew him and will be re-
membered for his loving devotion to his family and for his cheerfulness, wisdom, and quiet resourcefulness to his many 
friends and colleagues who turned to him for help. 
 

WILLIAM HILL  1919-2006 
 
 William “Bill” Hill, the founding director of the Waubonsie Valley High School Planetarium died June 6, 2006, 
in Naperville, Illinois. 
 Bill was a long-time science teacher and science department chair in Naperville schools. In the early 1950s, he 
started a local science fair that eventually led him to guide the Illinois Junior Academy of Science. Besides his leadership 
in local schools, he worked as a tour escort at Argonne National Laboratory, and taught at North Central College and Col-
lege of DuPage. 
 In 1974, Bill became the chair of the science department of the then-new Waubonsie Valley High School where 
he supervised the construction and opening of the planetarium. The 30-foot dome had a Viewlex/Minolta Series IIB pro-
jector, automation system, and bank of auxiliary special effects projectors. He retired from the planetarium and public 
school education in 1979 to become a faculty member at the Illinois Institute of Technology. 
 Bill is survived by his wife, Betty, a son, and two daughters. Significantly, the planetarium that he designed and 
nurtured continues to offer the wonders of the universe to local school children and public visitors.  

 
PORTABLE PLANETARIUM FOR SALE 

 
 Dayle Brown of Pegasus Productions in Mishawaka is once again offering a portable planetarium for sale. Here 
are the details: 
 
Selling price: $5,000, which includes: Starlab dome 
     GOTO EX-3 projector 
     2 floor fans 
     Power strip and 2 cords 
     Auxiliary light cabinet on wheels 
     Small stereo/cassette/CD player 
 
 All equipment is lovingly used, with many years of service left. If you are interested (or if you have questions), 
please contact Indiana State Chair Alan Pareis (at bellerophonii@aol.com), who will forward your message to Dayle. 
 

mailto:bellerophonii@aol.com�




 
 
The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2005-06: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

Astro-Tec       www.astro-tec.com 
Evans & Sutherland     www.es.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 
Sky-Skan       www.skyskan.com 
Spitz, Inc.       www.spitzinc.com 

 
Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 

 
Audio-Visual Imagineering    www.av-imagineering.com 
NASA Space Center for Education and Outreach analyzer.depaul.edu/NASABroker 
GOTO Optical Manufacturing   www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 
Konica-Minolta      konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 

 
Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 

 
ASH Enterprises      www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 

 
Other Support  (up to $499) 

 
Geographics Imaging     www.geographicsimaging.com/ 
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42nd Annual Conference of the 
Great Lakes Planetarium Association 

Merrillville, Indiana 
October 25-28, 2006 

 

Deadline for Hotel Reservations:  September 25 
Deadline for Registration, Papers, and Posters:  September 26 

 
Arrangements for our invited speaker on Saturday afternoon have been finalized. Scott Lever from 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) will talk about his experience as a Tactical Uplink Lead 
Engineer with the Mars Exploration Rover (MER) mission. Mr. Lever will tell us about both the 
scientific and human side of working with MER in “Roaming Mars, a Personal Perspective”. Scott 
is bringing some three-dimensional images from Mars and we’re providing 3-D glasses for every-
one who attends the conference! 
 
Scott joins our impressive line-up of speakers. On Wednesday evening, Professor Clem Pryke of the 
University of Chicago and the Kavli Institute for Cosmological Physics will present “The History of 
the Universe and the Return of Einstein’s ‘Biggest Blunder’”. On Friday afternoon, Jim Kaler will 
present his annual Astronomy Update. And, following the banquet on Friday evening, Gene Zajac 
will present the Armand Spitz Lecture. Gene’s talk is titled “Making a Difference”. 
 
In addition to our invited speakers, there will be a full dome presentation of real astrophysical data 
narrated by cosmologists steeped in the research. Eight outstanding workshops are being offered on 
Thursday afternoon. Workshops are either 90 or 45 minutes long. Most workshops are free, but a 
few have an additional charge for materials. 
 
Several optional activities are available on Thursday evening. Visit the Challenger Learning Center 
on the campus of Purdue University in Hammond, the planetarium and observatory at Valparaiso 
University, or enjoy the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra’s Pop Concert “Cosmic Escape”. 
 
The Merrillville Community School Corporation and its planetarium – the Merrillville Community 
Planetarium – are the hosts for the 2006 GLPA Conference. Nearly all of the conference events will 
be held at Clifford Pierce Middle School, home of the planetarium. Merrillville is centrally located 
in the GLPA region and is easily accessible from major interstates and highways. 
 
The block of rooms that we have reserved at the primary conference hotel – the Lees Inn – and the 
additional block of rooms at the Comfort Inn will be released on September 25. A King Room (one 
king-size bed) or Queen Room (two queen-size beds) at the Lees Inn are $72 per night (plus 11% 
tax). Rooms at the Comfort Inn are $65 per night (plus tax). You can make reservations by calling 
the Lees Inn at (219) 942-8555 or enter the promo code “glpa” when booking on their website 
www.leesinn.com. You can call the Comfort Inn at (219) 947-7677 and ask for the GLPA rate. 
 
You can download a complete registration packet or register on-line at www.mcpstars.org/glpa. 
For more information, call Conference Host Gregg Williams at (219) 650-5486 or send an e-mail to 
glpa@mcpstars.org. 

http://www.leesinn.com/
http://www.mcpstars.org/glpa
mailto:glpa@mcpstars.org


42nd Annual GLPA Conference October 25-28, 2006 

 
Tentative Conference Schedule 

Wednesday, October 25, 2006 
9:00 a to 5:00 p Executive Committee meeting 

6:20 & 6:40 p buses leave for Pierce 
6:30 to 7:00 p new member orientation 
6:45 to 7:30 p dessert reception 

planetarium show 7:30 to 8:30 p Vendor Presentations 
8:30 to 9:30 p speaker, Professor Clem Pryke, “The History of the Universe…” 

9:30 to 10:00 p Vendor Presentations 
10:15 p buses return to hotel 

  
Thursday, October 26, 2006 

7:40 a buses leave for Pierce 
8:00 to 8:15 a Conference Welcome 

8:15 to 10:00 a Paper Session #1 
10:00 to 10:20 a break – refreshments with vendors 

Full Dome Visualizations of Current Astrophysical Data 10:30 to 12:00 p Vendor Presentations 
12:00 to 1:00 p lunch 

1:00 to 3:00 p Paper Session #2 
3:00 to 3:20 p break – refreshments with vendors 
3:30 to 5:00 p workshops 

5:15 p buses return to hotel 
6:00 p buses leave for optional trips to Challenger Center and Valparaiso University 

10:00 p buses return to hotel from optional trips 
  

Friday, October 27, 2006 
7:40 a buses leave for Pierce 
8:00 a announcements 

8:10 to 10:00 a Paper Session #3 
10:00 to 10:20 a break – refreshments with vendors 
10:30 to 12:00 p Vendor Presentations 

12:00 to 1:00 p lunch 
1:00 to 3:00 p Paper Session #4 
3:00 to 3:20 p break – refreshments with vendors 
3:30 to 5:00 p Astronomy Update with Dr. James Kaler 

5:15 p buses return to hotel 
6:15 p buses leave for Gamba Ristorante 
6:30 p cash bar, banquet, awards 
9:00 p Armand Spitz Lecture, Mr. Gene Zajac, “Making a Difference” 

10:00 p buses return to hotel 
  

Saturday, October 28, 2006 
8:00 to 9:00 a check out of hotel, drive to Pierce 
9:15 to 9:45 a State Caucuses 

10:00 to 11:30 a GLPA Business Meeting 
11:30 to 12:30 p lunch 

12:30 to 1:30 p “Roaming Mars, a Personal Perspective”, Mr. Scott Lever, JPL 
1:45 to 3:00 p door prizes and conference closing 
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  I.P.S. UPDATE 

submitted by 
Dave Weinrich 

Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
1104 7th Avenue South 

Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
(218) 477-2969 

weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 

 
 The 2006 IPS Conference: Under the Southern Skies was held in Melbourne, Australia, on July 23-27. 
The IPS Council met for two days beginning on Saturday the 22nd. Complete minutes of the IPS Council will 
be published in an upcoming issue of The Planetarian. In this report, I will note some of the highlights of the 
Council meeting, the IPS business meeting and the conference dinner. 
 First, congratulations to our GLPA President Bob Bonadurer for his induction as an IPS Fellow and his 
award winning entry in the 2005 IPS/Eugenides Foundation Script Writing Competition. Bob’s script, Honey I 
Shrunk the Solar System appears in the September 2006 issue of The Planetarian. He received the Second Prize 
of $350. 
 As of July 1, 2006, total IPS membership stood at 640 members. There are 390 members in the U.S. and 
250 International members. Treasurer/Membership Chair Shawn Laatsch anticipated that some late conference 
registrants would increase those numbers. 
 This is an election year for IPS officers. There are four candidates for President: Tom Mason (Armagh 
Planetarium), Stephanie Parello (Rose Center for Earth and Space), Derrick Pitts (Fels Planetarium) and Steve 
Tidey (Forum Editor, Planetarian). Lee Ann Hennig and Shawn Laatsch are both running again for their respec-
tive posts of Executive Secretary and Treasurer/Membership Chair. In mid-September, IPS members will re-
ceive electronic ballots along with biographies and candidate statements. If you are an IPS member, please be 
sure that Shawn has your correct e-mail address. 
 Shawn Laatsch presented a membership cost analysis that showed our average annual cost per member 
is $64.24. Individual dues have remained steady at $50 per year since 2000. Inflation continues to push prices 
up. Therefore, the Council voted to increase dues, effective January 2008. Dues will become Individual ($65 for 
1 year and $100 for 2 years), Institutional ($125 for renewal and $250 for new membership), and Library ($45). 
During 2007, members can still renew at the current rates which are Individual ($50 for 1 year and $90 for 2 
years), Institutional ($100 for renewal and $200 for new) and Library ($36). When you consider the benefits 
that we receive for membership, IPS is a great bargain! 
 The IPS 2008 Conference will be held in Chicago. Conference host Paul Knappenberger of the Adler 
Planetarium showed a short video and spoke about conference plans. Conference dates are June 15-20, 2008 
and registration is anticipated to be under $500. It promises to be a spectacular conference. Hopefully, GLPA 
will have the largest number of registrants, since the conference is taking place in our region. 
 Bids to host the 2010 IPS conference were presented at the Council and IPS business meetings. The pro-
posed venues are the Beijing Planetarium (China), Bibliotheca Alexandrina Planetarium (Egypt) and the Plane-
tarium de Saint-Etienne (France). 

mailto:weinrich@mnstate.edu�
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Information regarding each of these sites will be published in a future issue of The Planetarian. The selection of 
the 2010 conference site will be made at next year’s IPS Council meeting. As your IPS representative, I would 
like to hear your opinions regarding the 2010 conference site. 
 Lars Broman gave a report on the use of the Armand Spitz Planetarium Education Fund at Dalarna Uni-
versity in Sweden. The Council approved his request for two additional $500 scholarships for masters’ degrees 
in science communication at Dalarna. All GLPA members should be aware that money is available from the 
Spitz Fund for projects at their institution. The money can also be used to improve the skills of planetarians and 
individuals seeking to enter the planetarium profession. If you have questions about how to apply for this valu-
able resource, please contact me. 
 The presentation of awards is a highlight of each IPS Conference Dinner. As defined in the IPS Standing 
Rules the “IPS Service Award shall be bestowed, from time to time, by the Society upon an individual or insti-
tution whose presence and work in the planetarium field has been through the years, an inspiration to the profes-
sion and its members.” Dale Smith and Jim Manning join past GLPA recipients of the IPS Service Award. 
Other IPS Service Award recipients were IPS Secretary Lee Ann Hennig and Swedish planetarian Lars Broman. 
 Fellows of IPS are defined as members who have made “substantial contributions to the IPS” in several 
respects which are detailed on the recently revised IPS website (check it out at www.ips-planetarium.org/). 
GLPA members will recognize many of the new IPS Fellows — Bob Bonadurer, Drew Foster, Jon Frantz, Rob 
Landis, Peter Michaud, Ken Miller, Laura Misajet and Anita Sohus. 
 Two other awards were presented at the dinner. As previously noted, our President Bob Bonadeur re-
ceived the Second Prize in the 2005 IPS/Eugenides Foundation Script Writing Competition. Many of you have 
already read the First Prize script Astro-Quiz in the June 2006 issue of The Planetarian. Prize winner Pierre 
Chastenay of the Planetarium de Montreal received $1,000 for his entry. 
 I would welcome any questions or comments about any of the items that I have discussed in this report. I 
look forward to visiting with many of you in Merrillville. 
 
 
 
   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  (continued from page 3) 
 
 In GLPA land, we’re all amazingly different yet bonded by a common purpose. Ultimately, our goals 
are the same. In our variety of creative ways, we inspire and educate our audiences about all the curious con-
tents and conundrums of the universe. And we get to hear about all these planetarium processes soon! Our an-
nual GLPA conference is just around the corner. I can’t wait. 
 There are so many roads to the stars. 
 

I.P.S. UPDATE (continued) GLPA Newsletter Autumnal Equinox, 2006 

http://www.ips-planetarium.org/�
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VOLUME I, NUMBER 2     AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1966     (5 pages in length) 
 
 
GLPA’s second issue of 1966 (there was no summer issue that year) contained the following articles and 
columns: 
 
 

☼ The cover story provided full details about GLPA’s second annual “meeting,” which would take place 
from October 13-15, 1966 in Cincinnati, Ohio. Included in the conference program were talks by 
Duane Stanley, Robert Elliot, John Soroka, Thomas Emmons, Dave DeBruyn, VonDel Chamberlain, 
Paul Kirby, Myrl Ahrendt, Harry Crull, John Curtin, and Don Tuttle. A “Symposium on Science Edu-
cation and the Planetarium” and a Panel Discussion titled “The Evolving Role of the Planetarium in 
Science Education” were also planned. 

 
☼ News Notes described a June, 1966 meeting of the Education Committee at Chicago’s Adler Planetar-

ium. The group discussed preparations for the special papers and symposium at the upcoming annual 
meeting in Cincinnati. It was announced that a number of members have recently conducted studies of 
student comprehension levels that might influence the development of planetarium programs. They, 
too, were urged to make brief statements at the Cincinnati meeting. 

 
☼ News Notes described an August, 1966 meeting of the Publication and Resource Committee, at which 

time it was decided that David DeBruyn would continue as newsletter editor. It was also decided that 
the submission deadlines for the four yearly issues of the newsletter would be at the equinoxes and sol-
stices. The assimilation of items for a larger GLPA publication was also discussed. The earliest possi-
ble target date for this larger publication, which would include papers from conventions, articles of cur-
rent interest, and technical articles from professional astronomers and educators, would be the spring of 
1967. 

 
☼ When the Autumn, 1966 newsletter went to press, GLPA membership stood at 45. 
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VOLUME XXI, NUMBER 3     AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1986     (12 pages in length) 

 
The cover photograph showed GLPA member Robert Allen inspecting the 84-inch telescope atop Kitt 
Peak, Arizona during the 1986 IPS Conference. GLPA’s third issue of 1986 contained the following arti-
cles and columns: 
 
 
☼ Final updates were given for the 1986 GLPA/NASA Conference in Cleveland, Ohio, which ran from Octo-

ber 22-25, 1986. 
 
☼ Jeanne Bishop remembered GLPA Honorary Member Ruth Howard, who recently died. Jeanne recalled a 

wool weaving of the Horsehead Nebula that Ruth made for Jeanne during Ruth’s first year of retirement. 
 
☼ GLPA Historian Dave DeBruyn announced that he was starting a regular column in the newsletter titled 

“Perspective,” which would “acquaint our newer and younger members with the rich heritage of GLPA 
and to allow some of us [who] lived those experiences to do a little reminiscing.” Dave’s first such column 
also remembered Ruth Howard, who served the Kalamazoo Museum from 1949 to 1977. Dave recalled 
that he “was struck by Ruth’s insight into the learning processes of young minds — their strengths and 
weaknesses — gleaned from an already long career educating young people.” 

 
☼ GLPA’s IPS Representative Sheldon Schafer reflected on the recent (1986) IPS Conference in Tucson, 

Arizona, which included side trips to Kitt Peak National Observatory and the Multiple Mirror Telescope 
atop Mount Hopkins. IPS membership at the time stood at 436, which included 65 members from 20 coun-
tries outside the United States. 

 
☼ GLPA Constitutional Amendments related to Honorary Life Memberships, Corporate Memberships, and 

the IPS Representative were printed in the newsletter, and would later be voted on at the 1986 conference 
in Cleveland. 

 



 

20 

Lourdes College’s Appold Planetarium dedicated, 
upgraded to include SciDome 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement at Lourdes. “She loved art, music, education, and astronomy. She also 
strongly believed in reaching out to the community. In addition to being an educational tool for the Sisters and for stu-
dents at the college, the planetarium was also a community resource.” 
 During its heyday from 1964 to 1999, it’s estimated that more than 300,000 students from kindergarten through 
grade 12 viewed shows at the planetarium, which was powered by a Spitz A3P optical projection system. Escalating costs 
for improvements and upgrades forced its closure in 1999. 
 The dream of reopening the planetarium moved closer to reality with the help of Patricia and James Appold. The 
Appolds have a long history of philanthropy in Northwest Ohio. Pat Appold is a member of the Lourdes College Board of 
Trustees, and Jim is a Toledo-area businessman. Add to this the efforts of donors Mrs. H.A. Kirk, the Clement O. Miniger 
Foundation, and Ohio Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, and the Appold Planetarium is once again ready for stargazers of 

Article written by Beth Irwin, Media 
Coordinator/Writer, Lourdes College. 
 
After seven dark and silent years, the planetar-
ium at Lourdes College in Sylvania, Ohio is 
once again transporting its community closer 
to the stars, thanks to several generous donors 
who enabled a major upgrade of the facility. 
 Rededicated The Appold Planetar-
ium on July 18, 2006, the former Copernicus 
Planetarium was built in 1964, making it the 
first planetarium for Northwest Ohio and one 
of only 50 in the country at that time. It was 
planned as part of the Lourdes College com-
munity by Mother Mary Adelaide Sandusky, 
foundress of the Sisters of St. Francis of Sylva-
nia. 
 “Mother Adelaide was very much a 
Renaissance woman,” noted Mary Arquette, 

all ages. Spitz, Inc. installed a new SciDome 
digital full dome video system in the spring 
of 2006. 
 More than 100 people attended the 
dedication ceremony at Lourdes College on 
July 18th, and were astounded at the bril-
liance and clarity of the high-energy demon-
strations that followed. Beginning September 
8th, the Appold Planetarium will present Oa-
sis in Space on alternating Fridays for its fall 
astronomy program. 
 Planetarium Coordinator Erika Buri 
commented, “we are very excited about the 
possibilities The Appold Planetarium pre-
sents. It will be a fabulous resource for ex-
panding the astronomy program at Lourdes, 
as well as providing many learning opportu-
nities for elementary, middle, and high 
schools in the area.” 

The Appold Family, whose generosity re-opened the planetarium. 
(Photograph taken by Margie Smella) 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony re-opened the new Appold Planetarium. 
(Photograph taken by Margie Smella) 
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JOIN I.P.S. 
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional plane-
tarians in the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of 
this prestigious organization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a 
member! Why? Because IPS serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and  
 the IPS Resource Directory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 
See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 

 
IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available 
at Institutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 
Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, P.O. Box 1812, Greenville  NC  27835  USA 
Telephone: 1-252-328-9365  (office) 
Telephone: 1-252-328-9371  (fax) 
E-mail: laatschs@ecu.edu 
 

http://www.ips-planetarium.org�
mailto:laatschs@ecu.edu�
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THE 2006 GLPA CONFERENCE . . . 

All photographs were taken by Dan Goins. 

. . . IN WORDS AND PICTURES. 
More pictures can be found on pages 26 and 27. 
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Emotion? It’s not supposed to fit into science. Science is 
objective. Dispassionate. Detached. But science is done 
by scientists. And they’re full of emotion—from low to 
high. 
 Roving Mars by Steve Squyres is full of science 
and emotion. Wow! What a great book. The pages put 
you there. They take you to Cornell University, to JPL, to 
the Kennedy Space Center and finally to Mars. You sit on 
the edge of your chair as you read and imagine what it 

was like for Squyres (and all the Mars’ scientists and engineers) as the two rovers Spirit and Opportunity are 
conceived, born, built, and rocketed to the red planet. 
 We know this Mars story very well. We know it has a very happy ending—that keeps going! The rovers 
have spent over 1,000 sols each on the Martian surface and still doing fantastic science. We’ve seen the pano-
ramic pictures and the amazing animations. We’ve shown them to our audiences with our own zip and zeal. 
 But this book gets into the day to day of going to Mars. The frustration from politics. The troubleshoot-
ing when unexpected delays crop up. The space team’s glow when some piece of machinery finally works right. 
The anticipation and anxiety from the seemingly endless tests. Then the crushing emotional pressures with the 
crucial launches. Then finally, the nerve-wracking landings that complete with tears in their eyes when the rov-
ers land successfully. 
 Our day to day stuff is tough too. The ups and downs may not be quite as dramatic as building rovers 
and sending them to Mars, but we all have our oohs, aahs and blahs. A planetarian gets to all kinds of cool 
things like teaching the little scrappers the Solar System. But we also have to face the tough number-crunching 
administrators and that unruly public patron who thinks that your astronomy education is full of beans. 
 Yes, our GLPA conference is not quite like the landing on Mars. Still, it is an engaging highlight of our 
year. It’s packed with education and emotion. Smiling and hugging the friends we haven’t seen since an orbit 
ago. Learning what’s new in their dome. Greeting new members with a smile while trying to explain all that is 
GLPA. We’re moved by Gene Zajac’s Spitz Lecture. We realize the magnitude of making a difference. 
 At its core, GLPA is about science education. We teach the cosmos. We get young and old alike inspired 
about all that happens when people reach for the stars. But all this is done by educators. And they’re full of 
emotion. 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

 

Bob Bonadurer 

Three cheers to everyone in Merrillville who made the 
2006 GLPA Conference such an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience! If you were unable to attend, you missed an 
excellent conference. 
 In the pages of this winter newsletter, you’ll find 
many references to the Merrillville conference. From Dan 
Goins’ fine conference photographs (some of which are 
reproduced on the cover and pages 26 and 27) to David 
Hurd’s minutes of GLPA’s Executive Committee Meeting 
and Annual Business Meeting, this issue of the newsletter tries to capture some of this conference’s many high-
lights. In late December or early January, members will receive the 2006 Conference Proceedings CD (courtesy 
of Proceedings Editor Dale Smith), which will contain a more complete summary of the conference, including 
papers, invited speakers, and a complete set of conference photographs. Watch for it! 
 Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter is February 1, 2007. Please 
submit your facility reports to your state chairs by mid-January. Thank you, and have a wonderful holiday sea-
son! I’ll see you in 2007! 
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  S T A T E  N E W S 

STATE CHAIRS 
 
ILLINOIS: Brock Schroeder 
 Strickler Planetarium and Observatory 
 Olivet Nazarene University 
 One University Avenue 
 Bourbonnais, Illinois  60914 
 (815) 939-5361 
 bschroed@olivet.edu 
 
INDIANA: Alan Pareis 
 9421 Stagecoach Drive 
 Fort Wayne, Indiana  46804 
 (260) 432-8786 
 bellerophonii@aol.com 
 
MICHIGAN: Michael Narlock 
 Cranbrook Institute of Science 
 39221 Woodward Avenue 
 Bloomfield Hills, Michigan  48303 
 (248) 645-3235 
 mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 
OHIO: Dale Smith 
 BGSU Planetarium 
 Department of Physics & Astronomy 
 Bowling Green State University 
 Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
 (419) 372-8666 
 dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 
WISCONSIN/ Dave Weinrich 
MINNESOTA: Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
 1104 7th Avenue South 
 Moorhead, Minnesota  56563 
 (218) 477-2969 
 weinrich@mnstate.edu 
 
“OUTER RIM”: Robert J. Bonadurer 
 Planetarium at UT Arlington 
 700 Planetarium Place 
 P.O. Box 19059 
 Arlington, Texas  76019 
 (817) 272-0822 
 bonadure@uta.edu 
 

NOTE: Combined with Wiscon-
sin and Minnesota, the Illinois 
State Meeting will be held at 
Yerkes Observatory in Williams 
Bay, Wisconsin from May 11-
13, 2007. Brock Schroeder will 
serve as host.  
 
The William M. Staerkel Plane-
tarium at Parkland College is ex-
cited to open the Adler production 
of Spirits in the Sky, Thunder on 
the Land in early January. It will 

be joined by Winter Prairie Skies, Follow the Drinking 
Gourd, plus a light show based on the music of The Doors. 
They will also continue their “World of Science” Lecture 
Series with talks on alternative energy, science in landscap-
ing, and bird flu. 
 On Saturday mornings from January through 
March, the Lakeview Museum Planetarium will present 
its “Basic Astronomy Series.” The series includes shows 
and lessons from their repertory of offerings for school 
groups, adapted for public presentation. In their entirety, 
they comprise the core of a short family course in astron-
omy, and are targeted to multi-generation family groups 
and scout groups. Each program is preceded by an optional 
pre-show activity, which is different each week. Following 
the basic astronomy series program, one of the young chil-
dren’s shows (The Little Star That Could, Follow the 
Drinking Gourd, The Sky Over Mr. Rogers Neighborhood 
or In My Backyard) is presented. Afternoon feature shows 
during this period are Dragons in the Stars (Hartford) and a 
reworking of Ring World. 
 The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton 
College enjoyed clear skies for its public viewing of the 
Transit of Mercury on November 8th. During the holiday 
season, the Cernan Center will bring back its two popular 
holiday shows – Celebrations of Winter and the Winter 
Wonderlight laser light show, as well as Sudekum Planetar-
ium’s Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast. In January, the Cernan 
Center will premiere three all-new presentations — the 
Staerkel Planetarium’s production of Stellar Extremes, part 
one of the Sky Tellers series, and LFI’s The Beatles Laser 
Anthology laser light show. 
 Ken Lewandowski at the Evanston Township 
High School Michael Planetarium in Evanston will be 
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NOTE: The Indiana Spring Meeting will be held at the Evansville Museum and Koch Plane-
tarium on April 14, 2007. Mitch Luman will serve as host. 
 
Mitch Luman of the Evansville Museum and Koch Planetarium reports that his museum and 
planetarium are co-recipients of a grant from the National Science Foundation to develop and de-
liver space-related activities to rural audiences. The $2.5 million award will be shared by nine U.S. 
museums, including the Lakeview Museum and Planetarium in Peoria. Key items in the three-year 
grant are the fabrication of space-based exhibits, which will travel to fairs and festivals, the devel-
opment of new, cost effective models for outreach to rural audiences and research on different mod-
els of exhibit interaction and visitor learning. 
 The Merrillville Community Planetarium in Merrillville has completed the installation of 
a major equipment purchase. The installation included an all dome video projection system, LED 

cove lighting and automation of the planetarium’s existing room lighting. The new equipment made its premiere at the 
recent GLPA conference. The all-dome video system is DigitalSky 2 from Sky-Skan. It uses six DLP data projectors and 
seven computers to fill the dome with video images. The DigitalSky 2 system was purchased as part of a plan to gradually 
move away from slide projectors. The planetarium’s Spitz 512 star projector, Ektagraphic slide projectors, and conven-
tional special effect projectors remain in use. 
 The PHM Planetarium Air & Space Museum in Mishawaka had a very successful transit of Mercury viewing 
session thanks to favorable local weather. Chuck Bueter coordinated the event with three highly qualified local amateur 
astronomers, the local media, and six telescopes — some white light filtered, some H-alpha filtered — and rear screen 
projectors. To see images of the event, please visit www.transitofvenus.org/mercury-images.htm. The crowd was esti-
mated to be 200+ between the hours of 2:00 and 5:15. Most of the crowd was comprised of students from our nearby 
(walking distance) elementary, middle school and high school. Planetarium Director Art Klinger remarked, “the amazing 
thing was, our sky was completely overcast and rainy on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and from sunrise to 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Exactly at 1 o’clock, the clouds disappeared and we had an excellent sky for the observation. This almost 
makes up for the overcast skies we’ve had to endure for the past five years for the observation of the Leonids.” 
 Dayle Brown of South Bend reports that she is hard at work on the new book: “Skylore from Planet Earth: Stories 
from Around the World...Milky Way” and is beginning her fourth story. She also conducted a Young Astronaut training 
event in November. Dayle also reports that she has sold her portable planetarium and hopes that she “doesn’t miss it too 
much!” 
 B.J. Harper, retired planetarium director at Northrop High School in Fort Wayne has received a grant to conduct 
a telescope making workshop summer of 2007. The workshop is targeted to school teachers who “want to make scopes to 
take back into their schools to aid in teaching astronomy.” B.J. plans to partner with a local educational institution and the 
Fort Wayne Astronomical Society. More details will be provided in the Indiana State News report next spring. 
 The Jefferson High School Planetarium in Lafayette reports that he Jefferson H.S. Astronomy Club received a 
grant to purchase 20 SQMs (Sky Quality Meters) from Unihedron. They will be teaming up with their Ecology Club, As-
tronomy class, Environmental Science classes, and some science classes from West Lafayette H.S. to monitor the quality 
of the night sky in the sprawling Lafayette, Indiana, area. They hope to produce a map of the area that will demonstrate a 
need for a countywide lighting ordinance by next spring. John Hare of Ash Enterprises will be doing some light house 
work around the planetarium in December, so everything should be squeaky clean and the stars will be beautiful points of 
light once again. On a personal note, Director Bill Huston is beaming about Grace, who was born last spring, and notes 
that, “Grace is the newest girl and she’s a load of fun and work. She looks just like her three older sisters. I suppose she 
was part of the reason I didn’t go to Merrillville.” 
 The Ball State Planetarium is offering a double bill in during December for holiday visitors — George and Oat-

STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2006 

rejoining GLPA soon and hopes to become more involved in the planetarium community. 
 The Strickler Planetarium in Bourbonnais, Illinois presented laser shows during the week prior to Halloween. 
A majority of shows were sold out or nearly sold out. The laser equipment was rented from AVI of Orlando, Florida. 
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NOTE: The Michigan Spring Meeting will be held in Kalamazoo on May 5, 2007. 
 
As the deep freeze of winter sets in, Michigan planetaria embark on a very busy holi-
day season. 
 The Cranbrook Institute of Science Planetarium in Bloomfield Hills began 
offering Holiday Magic on the day after Thanksgiving. This show is their first foray 
into full-dome program production. In essence, Holiday Magic is the full-dome answer 
to traditional laser shows. Early 2007 looks to be the beginning of a busy time for 
Cranbrook astronomers. They’ll begin offering Evans & Sutherland’s Stars of the 
Pharaohs for the general public, begin teaching the Masters of Science in Education 
astronomy course at Lawrence Technological University, run a Telescope Users Work-
shop, and continue production on the full-dome version of Bad Astronomy - Myths and 
Misconceptions with their colleagues at the New Detroit Science Center. 

 Southfield’s Vollbrecht Planetarium will offer eight 90-minute shows on Friday nights during the winter season. 
Mike Best celebrates his 10th year under the dome when he returns for the spring 2007 series. Mike will be a guest 
speaker on January 19th presenting “UFOs are Real.” He was one of 83 world wide field investigators for Dr. J. Allen 
Hynek in the 1970s. Do you think he’ll wear his “Men in Black” uniform? 
 The Grand Haven Area Public Schools Planetarium’s future is up in the air. Director Paul Greinke is in his 
second year of disability, having arthroscopic back surgery in Florida in September and returning for more in December. 
Reports from custodians aren’t good. Someone attempted to put the A3P down — sideways — crushing the coordinate 
and ecliptic projectors at the very least. The fate of the planet cage, projectors and star ball are unknown. After a $50,000 
renovation and Paul’s donation of a “few thousand hours”, these new developments are particularly unsettling. 
 This winter, the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium will run the Calgary Science Center’s In My Back-
yard for families with small children. They will also be showing Orion Nights, an in-house production featuring the win-
ter sky and the lives of stars. Finally, they will also show their in-house production about the underground railroad, titled 
Secrets In the Sky. Additionally, installation will be underway for their summer show Dinosaur Chronicles from the Mu-
seum of the Rockies, which will run alongside an exhibit of animated dinosaurs in the temporary exhibit gallery and for 
their autumn program Blown Away: the Wild World of Weather from the Detroit Science Center. They are developing a 
hands-on workshop about homemade weather instruments and observations to support school programs by the local tele-
vision meteorologist, Keith Thompson, in the museum theater space. 

STATE NEWS (continued) 

meal Save Santa for Pre-K and 1st grade and The Christmas Star for general audiences. Admission is free to 
the public. Dr. Ron Kaitchuck will again be offering the Ball State planetarium workshop next summer. The 
dates will be July 9 – 13, 2007. If you know of anyone new to the planetarium field, please let them know 
about this great learning opportunity. As far as we know, it is the only such course currently being offered in 
the U.S. Please check the Ball State website and navigate to the planetarium page for more information. More 
details will be provided in the Indiana State News report next spring. 

 The SpaceQuest Planetarium at the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis reports that a planetarium upgrade is in 
progress. As of mid-November, all of the automated shows have been converted from the old Alesis ADAT to the hew 
HD24 digital! The new show, Celestial Maps, is receiving good response from the visitors. The SpaceQuest’s holiday sea-
son presentation will be Season of Light. Also in December, SpaceQuest will try David Batch’s Abrams Planetarium idea 
of the planetarium becoming a relaxation oasis for staff on peak attendance days. Deb is planning music and lighting (no 
Digistar – trying to save “tube hours”). She hopes this will refresh the floor staff who have almost no breaks on busy days. 
  The E. C. Schouweiler Memorial Planetarium at the University of St. Francis in Fort Wayne premiered 
Zubenelgenubi’s Magical Sky in November as a Saturday afternoon family matinee. “Zubee” will now be listed with the 
Schouweiler’s other shows available for school and group bookings. Planetarium Educator Nick Hayward produced the 
show with assistance from Chris Highlen, the planetarium’s technician. Conference attendees may remember Nick as one 
of the new GLPA members. Nick is a junior at USF, a science major and considering a philosophy minor. 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

 The Longway Planetarium in Flint opens the New Year with LFI’s Lasers of Oz. In February, 
in conjunction with an exhibit on the influence of the Lewis and Clark expedition on American art at 
their neighbor (the Flint Institute of Arts) they will open Lewis and Clark and the High Frontier from 
the Taylor Planetarium in Bozeman, Montana. Rock laser shows return for January with the music of 
Pink Floyd and Led Zeppelin. Girl Scout merit badge programs and “New Telescope Owners” work-
shops fill out the weekend schedules. 
 During the holiday season, the Abrams Planetarium will present the classic program Season 

of Light as their feature show. Also showing during this time will be the children’s program George and Oatmeal Save 
Santa. Returning in January will be The Last Question, a show based upon the short story by Isaac Asimov. Their chil-
dren’s show during this time will be The Sky Above Mister Rogers Neighborhood. 
 The Chaffee Planetarium staff are back at work and “refreshed” from stimulating exchanges with colleagues and 
speakers at the Merrillville conference. Principal staff of the Chaffee Planetarium have since been engrossed in meeting 
several looming deadlines. Head producer Ethan Brown has been engaged in final development of a new show for middle 
elementary school and family audiences titled Solar System Safari. His assistant Dan Tell has been coming up with some 
clever cartoon graphics to illustrate the planet “personalities” that will be part of the show. He is also using a “freeware” 
program called Anim8or to produce video and Digistar II graphics for the show. If you missed Dan’s paper about this 
great tool at the GLPA conference and would like more information or the DVD he produced about it, please contact him 
at dtell@ci.grand-rapids.mi.us or by telephone at (616) 456-3562. Ethan and Dan have also been collaborating with 
FirstLight Laser Productions and Laser Fantasy International to develop an all-new seasonal multimedia experience titled 
Holiday Magic. It replaces a holiday laser show that they’ve offered for more than a decade, which has become a little 
“tired.” Combining the excellent commercially-produced laser graphics with colorful atmospherics and Digistar effects 
should bring to the Chaffee’s dome a refreshing new holiday experience that should hopefully be a crowd pleaser. Mean-
while, education coordinator Rickey Ainsworth has had his hands full developing programming and teacher interactions 
that more closely meet the mandated Michigan standards for educational objectives. With field trip funds now scarce, 
schools may prefer planetarium programs that more closely align with school curricula. Finally, if there’s anyone who 
may be willing to donate $500,000 to bring a dome digital system to the Chaffee Planetarium, please let Dave DeBruyn 
know. As a “last hurrah” before his full retirement, he sure would like to bring this capability to his planetarium.  
 The Shiras Planetarium in Marquette is gearing up for the holiday season by offering two programs — George 
and Oatmeal Save Santa and Season of Light. Both of these programs utilize the special effects of their MediaGlobe full-
dome projection system. With the new year, they will switch formats and bring in their MS-8 starfield while also running 
the GLPA production Rumplestiltskin’s Starry Secret. In February, they switch to a live presentation using the MS-8 and 
an in-house production titled Hidden Messages. This interactive program brings audiences through the steps used to deter-
mine a star’s distance, chemical composition, luminosity, apparent brightness, mass, exoplanets, and more! The Shiras 
Planetarium has seen an increase in the number of requests for private shows and their fall attendance numbers were up 
compared with last year. Their high school students had a chance to see the Transit of Mercury in November, and they’ll 
watch again for the upcoming lunar eclipse in March. They will soon be adding an 8-inch telescope with 2-inch eyepiece 
and solar filter to the collection of scopes. This will give patrons an increased chance to stargaze outside their theater after 
their public programs on clear winter nights! 
  The Delta College Planetarium will celebrate its tenth anniversary in February of 2007. Mysteries from the 
Depths of Space, which was written by Bill Gutsch and includes a soundtrack by Mark Mercury, will premiere in the thea-
ter. To commemorate the fact that the facility was built with NASA funds, NASA exhibits will grace the lobby and Space 
Explorers Hall. The week of February 5th will be dedicated to their connections to the community with a senior citi-
zen event, hosting the Chamber of Commerce breakfast, and a sneak preview of Mysteries from the Depths of Space for 
the local astronomy club prior to the show’s official opening to the public on February 10th. The week of February 12th 
will be dedicated to their connections to the faculty, staff, and students of Delta College. Free public show tickets will be 
handed out to all faculty that teach at the Bay City Campus and they will do something (yet to be determined) for Delta 
College students. The planetarium will also host the monthly meeting of the Delta College Board of Trustees that week. 
The week of February 19th will be dedicated to their educational partners and donors. They will have a special workshop 
for K-12 teachers and a reception for donors. Hopefully a speaker will be there from HST for the workshop and an event 
for the public.  
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 Work continues on the Dassault Systemes Planetarium’s new show Bad Astronomy - Myths and Misconcep-
tions, which is based on Dr. Phil Plait’s book and his web site www.badastronomy.com. This new planetarium show will 
be open in the summer of 2007, and will be available as a show kit for traditional and full dome video theaters, thanks to 
the folks at the Cranbrook Institute of Science’s Planetarium. Work is also underway on New Views of the Universe, 
which opens in December. Their current shows include Dr. William Gutsch’s Greatest Wonders of the Universe, nar-
rated by Jeri Ryan of “Star Trek: Voyager” and the new CBS Drama “Shark,” Buhl Planetarium’s The Sky Above Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood, and their live tour of the heavens, titled Autumn Nights, which will be followed by Winter 
Nights around the time of the winter solstice. Their laser show Legends of the Night Sky - Perseus and Andromeda ran 
through Thanksgiving, and Holiday Laser Magic will run from Thanksgiving through start of the New Year. Their staff 
have been on the move, with Vice President of Theaters Todd Slisher nearly recovered from coordinating the planetar-
ium and Detroit Science Center’s staff participation in the Youth in Engineering and Science YES Expo for 20,000 mid-
dle and high school students in Ford Field, and Planetarium Manager Jenny Pon and Planetarium Technical Coordinator 
John Potts venturing west for the 2006 DUG conference. Mr. Potts also participated in the Video Projector training the 
week after DUG. Meanwhile, Planetarium Education Coordinator John Schroer completed his third consecutive year of 
handing door prizes for the Great Lakes Planetarium Association annual conference. John has accepted invitations to 
continue his role of “Starry Santa Claus” for the 2007 Triple Conjunction conference (GLPA, MAPS, and SEPA) from 
Steve Mitch in Wheeling, West Virginia and from the Milwaukee gang for the 2008 GLPA conference in Wisconsin. 
Anyone with new technology or tidbits for the IPS PLANETARIAN column “What’s New?” should forward them to 
John at jschroer@sciencedetroit.org. 
 The Peter F. Hurst Planetarium in Jackson will present Loch Ness Production’s Season of Light during De-
cember and Blown Away: The Wild World of Weather from the New Detroit Science Center in February.  

STATE NEWS (continued) GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2006 
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STATE NEWS (continued) 

NOTE: The spring meeting of greater Ohio planetarians will be held at the Appold 
Planetarium at Lourdes College in Sylvania on Saturday, April 14th. Erika Buri will 
serve as host. 
 
The Cleveland Regional Association of Planetariums (C.R.A.P.) met at the Euclid Schools 
Planetarium on September 28th with Fran Ratka as host. Len Muni hosted the next C.R.A.P. 
meeting on November 28th at the Midpark High School Planetarium in Middleburg 
Heights. 
 Clouds covered Ohio during the November 8th transit of Mercury, but visitors at the 
Bowling Green State University Planetarium could see the Moon this fall regardless of the 
weather during the planetarium’s public show run of Once in a Blue Moon. A product of the 

former Minneapolis Planetarium, the show was written by Rod Nerdahl. 
 Sue Batson of the North Hills High School Planetarium in Pittsburgh was scheduled for knee surgery on De-
cember 12th and expects to be out of school for about twelve weeks. Sue’s biggest concern is that she will be missing her 
students for all of that time. A sure sign of how fortunate North Hills is to have this caring and innovative educator in their 
planetarium. We wish Sue a speedy recovery and return to the dome. 

NOTE: Combined with Illinois, the Wisconsin and Minnesota State 
Meeting will be held at Yerkes Observatory in Williams Bay, Wiscon-
sin from May 11-13, 2007. Brock Schroeder will serve as host. 
 
Our news starts in Minnesota. Brian Wallace at the Forestview Planetar-
ium in Brainerd reports a successful first year of operation. Over 2,000 
people saw shows in the new planetarium which sports a 28-foot diameter 
Spitz dome with an E&S Digistar 3 SP 2 Projector. The current show li-
brary includes Chirpie’s Magical Sky, Stars of the Pharaohs, Season of 

Light, The Secret of the Cardboard Rocket, and Wonders of the Universe. 
Dave Weinrich at the Minnesota State University Moorhead Planetarium is gearing up for another showing of 

Strasenburgh’s Star of Bethlehem program in December followed by Jon Bell’s Bear Tales (and Other Grizzly Stories) 
during January and February. Dave reports that the 2007 North Central Regional Astronomical League Convention will be 
held in Moorhead on May 18 and 19. The snow should be gone by then! 

Our final report in Minnesota comes from Dave Williams at the St. Cloud State University Planetarium. He has 
introduced a new show Black Holes, based on a black hole show from the Science Museum of Virginia. Because he does 
not have multiple video projectors Dave merged the show into a single projector movie. The 17-minute iMovie is pro-
jected with the flat screen projector. The night sky, with detected black hole locations, is shown with the Spitz 512 projec-
tor. The show appears to be popular, since there has been an increase in show reservations so far this year. 

Now off to the state of Wisconsin where we begin at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. The planetarium 
has received a one-year extension while the University decides whether to continue the program. Gordon Stewart has been 
hired to operate the facility following Bob Allen’s retirement. However, Bob is still in the area and can’t resist volunteer-
ing. In December, they are showing Star of Wonder from Florida’s former Bishop Planetarium and A Christmas Present 
from Chaffee Planetarium. Some of their patrons may be wishing for warmer climes by February, so they are featuring 
Explorers of Mauna Kea from the other Bishop Planetarium (in Hawaii). 

At the Allen F. Blocher Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Randy Olson and his won-
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 That’s all the news from Michigan! On behalf of all Michigan planetarians, have a happy and enjoyable holiday 
season! 
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Want some far-out news? OK, it’s not from a distant galaxy. . . or even from 
beyond Pluto. It’s a new GLPA state news column that stretches from Maine 
to Hawaii. It’s the new “Outer Rim,” a collection of planetarium news and 
gossip from GLPAns who reside beyond the boundaries of GLPA. 
 Let’s start in Hawaii. Shawn Laatsch has taken a new position as 
Planetarium Director of the Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo. It’s quite a 
trek from his current place in North Carolina and his hometown roots in Wis-
consin. Congratulations, Shawn! 
 Back east — way east — Alan Davenport in Orono, Maine will run 
Season of Light from Loch Ness this December. Down the coast to Rhode Is-
land, Francine Jackson is extolling the wonders of a Jumbo Laser Beam Pen 
from National Pen Company. For more info, go to www.pens.com/pens/ It’s 
item number SKU#2 DL2. 
 Down south in Atlanta, April Whitt will be running Season of Light, 

but also will be showing The Snowflake Puzzle. This show script (#332) can be found in the GLPA script bank at 
www.glpaweb.org/scripts.htm. 
 Moving over to Jackson, Mississippi, Gary Lazich has been showing GLPA’s Solar System Adventure and 
Oceans in Space. Staying south, we find Bob Bonadurer in Arlington, Texas running E & S’s Stars of the Pharaohs and 
Clark’s Black Holes. He plans to put up a full-dome version of Honey, I Shrunk the Solar System in January. For the 
holidays, his planetarium will run Season of Light. In nearby Fort Worth, Linda Krouse is running The Christmas Star. 
In January, her planetarium will be showing their own Lone Star Skies. Linda is also working a new planetarium for Fort 
Worth, which will open in 2009. 
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DON’T MISS OUT 
 

To be included in the spring issue’s State 
News column, please forward news from your 
facility to your state chair in the latter half of 
January. 
 

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy 
event held at your planetarium, please e-mail 
it to Bart Benjamin for possible inclusion in 
the IPS Planetarian’s “International News” 
column. 

GLPA List Serve 
 

♦ Learn the latest conference information 
 

♦ Communicate with fellow GLPA members 
 

♦ Get the latest announcements that apply to 
the GLPA region 

 
How? 

 

Go to www.glpaweb.org. 
 

Click on “Search/Other” and then follow the in-
structions to sign up. 

THE OUTER RIM 

derful crew of students are presenting Winter Wonders and Season of Light in December. They take a hiatus in January, 
and in February and March they will show the William M. Staerkel Planetarium production Stellar Extremes. 

Now we head over to the Charles Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha, which is one of the host facilities for the 
2008 GLPA conference. In October, their public show was The StarGazer. In November, they featured Staerkel’s Stellar 
Extremes and they will conclude the year with The Season of Light. 

Nearby is another host for the 2008 conference—Todd DeZeeuw at the Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in 
Wauwatosa. On dark November evenings they are showing Black Holes. December brings ‘Tis the Season and January 
brings the popular Stellar Extremes. Their February show is Zubenelgenubi’s Magical Sky. 

Finally we have no report from Chris Janssen in Wausau. Could it be that he’s busy planning for a special event 
next summer? 

                       

http://www.pens.com/pens/�
http://www.glpaweb.org/scripts.htm�
http://www.glpaweb.org�




12 

 

  B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 

GLPA IMAGE BANK NEWS 
submitted by Dave Leake, William M. Staerkel Planetarium, Champaign, IL 

dleake@parkland.edu 
 

Here is some news from the GLPA Image Bank (formally known as the Slide Bank): 
 

♦ Thanks to Chris Janssen, all of the GLPA show kits are now available in digital format. All images, soundtracks and 
videos are now available on DVD and/or CD. You can order these kits online from the GLPA website. Soon, you’ll 
even be able to order by credit card (thanks to Geoff Holt). 

 

♦ April Whitt (Fernbank Science Center) presented a paper in Merrillville about a new show she is distributing called 
Hotter Than Blue, which is about high-energy astrophysics. The show comes on one CD (with images) and one DVD. 
The show is available from GLPA for $10 (duplication and postage). If you’re interested, e-mail me ASAP and we’ll 
put your name on the list. 

 

♦ GLPA has acquired permission to reproduce the SEPA-produced mini-show titled Saving the Night, which is about 
light pollution’s negative impact on astronomy. The slide-based show was originally distributed throughout SEPA 
free of charge. We’ll scan the slides and include some video (thanks to George Fleenor) and make the show available 
for only the cost of duplication. E-mail me if you’re interested. 

 

♦ Thanks to Geoff Holt, the image bank is now online, linked off the “resources” section of the GLPA website. As new 
images come in, the thumbnails are put in the “New” folder, so check back often. If you have an image(s) you’d like 
to share with the Image Bank, e-mail them to me or send a CD! You can request images through the website free of 
charge. Might you need one for a PowerPoint presentation? 

 

♦ Might we want to add other resources to the bank? Astrophotos or video clips of a noteworthy celestial event (e.g. 
eclipses, etc.)? Animations that you’ve created? PowerPoint presentations? When I inherited the slide bank, there 
were several VHS videotapes along with the slides, including a talk by Clyde Tombaugh. I’d like to collect and organ-
ize these resources and make them available to our members. 

 

♦ A digital version of The StarGazer show kit was taken from the Image Bank table at the Merrillville conference. The 
kits are $25. I would really appreciate if whoever took the kit would either send it back to me or send me $25. 

 
GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY WRITING CONTEST 

 

 Los Angeles’ Griffith Observatory, in the interest of stimulating the flow of information between scientists, sci-
ence writers, and the public, proudly announces the sponsorship by Boeing of an annual offering of awards for the best 
articles in astronomy, astrophysics, and space science. 
 Awards will be made on March 15, 2007 for the articles which best communicate to the average reader, material 
of current or historical interest in astronomy, astrophysics, and space science. 
 Articles must be a minimum of 3500 words and a maximum of 5000 words in length, typewritten, in English, 
double-spaced, and accompanied by a brief biographical sketch of the author. At least two finished, camera-ready ink dia-
grams, graphs, or photographs, ready for publication, must be included. The author’s name should appear only on a cover 
sheet and not on the pages of the article itself. 
 The cash amounts of the awards range from $1,000 (first prize) to $50 (honorable mention). All articles must be 
postmarked by January 31, 2007. For more information, please visit www.lacity.org/rap/observatory/skywriting.html. 
 

mailto:dleake@parkland.edu�
http://www.lacity.org/rap/observatory/skywriting.html�
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SAD NEWS FROM BOB ELLIOTT 
 

Dear GLPA members. 
 

 I am saddened to tell you that Ann, my wife  of 47 years, passed away in August after a two year battle with lung 
cancer. We moved back to Michigan last October into a newly remodeled home on the shore of Lake Michigan in Lee-
lanau County, which had been her family summer cottage since 1947. She was active and responding to treatment until 
about the last two weeks. 
  My e-mail address is the same as it has been since Al Gore invented the Internet and I would like to get back into 
contact with any of you who wish to send a message my way. I am 150 miles away from the nearest active planetarium 
but I am still active in observational astronomy, chasing those killer asteroids and comets from a nice dark but often 
cloudy sky location. My fondest regards to all GLPA members. 
  

Bob Elliott, 1422 S. Manitou Trail, Lake Leelanau, MI  49653 
Phone: (231) 256-9168 
E-mail: elliottb@uwec.edu 
 

RICHARD MLADY 1936-2006 
adapted from a Chicago Tribune obituary published November 19, 2006 

submitted by Jeff Hunt 
 

 Richard Henry Mlady, who sold planetariums for Spitz Space Systems and projection systems for IMAX theaters 
around the world for 20 years, had always wanted to take his wife, Joy, and their family to Hawaii to celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary. But after he was diagnosed with lung cancer in July, Mr. Mlady decided to take 15 relatives on his 
dream vacation this month — two years sooner than he’d planned. 
 “He held out. He had such a strong will to take his family there, and he was able to do that,” said his son Michael. 
“We got some nice pictures. We have a couple of pictures of him standing with all of us, which was very strenuous for 
him. But he stood up.” 
 Mr. Mlady, 70, of Plainfield, died Thursday, Nov. 16, at Edward Hospital in Naperville, four days after he re-
turned from Hawaii. He was born in Chicago and grew up in Riverside, where his father printed sheet music and com-
posed popular songs. Mr. Mlady played football at Riverside Brookfield High School before attending Monmouth Col-
lege, where he met his wife. A mutual friend introduced the couple. “One of his best friends went off to the Air Force and 
asked him to watch over me,” his wife said. The couple dated two years before marrying. 
 Mr. Mlady graduated from Monmouth with a bachelor’s degree in history and government, then taught social 
studies at a junior high school for four years. In the early 1960s, he sold planetariums for Spitz Space Systems, equipping 
classrooms across the country. “One year he sold a planetarium every month of the year,” his wife recalled. “That was his 
goal, and he did it.” In the early 1980s, Mr. Mlady became the only U.S. salesman for IMAX Corp., then based in Canada, 
his wife said. 
 “He was a very sincere, trustworthy person. He made a good salesman because everybody trusted him,” his wife 
said. “He took each client to heart and worked with them. Sometimes the sale wasn’t finished for five or six years, but he 
worked with these people, and we became friends of the families.” Mlady retired in 2001. 

BULLETIN BOARD (continued) GLPA Newsletter Winter Solstice, 2006 

HOW DO I NOMINATE A COLLEAGUE FOR A GLPA AWARD? 
 
If you’d like to nominate a planetarium colleague for either the GLPA Fellow or GLPA Honorary Life Mem-
ber award, you may now do so by downloading the appropriate form from the GLPA website at 
www.glpaweb.org/other.htm. Each form is formatted as a PDF file, which you can subsequently print, com-
plete, and submit. 

mailto:elliottb@uwec.edu�
http://www.glpaweb.org/other.htm�
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GLPA Executive Committee Meeting 
Merrillville, Indiana 

October 25, 2006 
 
Present:  Cheri Adams, Bart Benjamin, Bob Bonadurer, Dave DeRemer. Joe DeRocher, Geoff Holt, Lisa Hudnutt, David 
Hurd, Chris Janssen, Dale Smith, Gary Tomlinson, Dave Weinrich. 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Bonadurer at 8:32 a.m. CDT. This was followed by a 
short review of the meeting agenda. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting, held in Merrillville, Indiana, on April 29th, 
2006 had been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and e-mailed to each member. Lisa moved that the minutes be approved. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  David Hurd handed out the Financial Report and proposed budget for the year. The Financial 
Report was discussed and corrections were made. Gary moved that the Financial Report be approved. The motion was 
seconded and carried. Passing the budget was tabled until the end of the meeting. 

It was decided that GLPA would once again donate $300 to the IPS Star Partners fund and $200 to the Spitz 
Educational fund. Lisa moved that we authorize the Treasurer to give to those two funds. The motion was seconded and 
carried with 1 opposition vote. 
 
President’s Report:  Bob reported on Starpath Project. More information will be forthcoming. Bob invited us to the 
Western Alliance Conference which will be hosted by his facility in September of 2008. Bob also announced the creation 
of a new “Outer Rim” section for the GLPA Newsletter that specifically targets news from those members who live 
outside the GLPA region. 
 
President-Elect’s Report:  Cheri will be looking for committee members who will make suggestions for nominations for 
President-Elect and IPS Representative. The election will be held in October of 2007. An election to fill the vacated 
Secretary/Treasurer position will be held at the GLPA Business Meeting on Saturday, October 28, 2006. 
 
Past President’s Report:  Joe DeRocher reported that the Cleveland Museum of Natural History (CMNH) is presenting 
many public and school presentations as usual, and that they have added a new staff member – Roy Kaelin – who will 
start on Jan 2, 2007. Roy has being hired from the Chicago area to become Manager of Astronomy Education. He will be 
Joe’s immediate supervisor and the fourth full-time person in astronomy at CMNH. 
 
Development Report:  Lisa Hudnutt reported great vendor support with vendors supporting at the following levels: three 
at the Solar System Level, three at the Galaxy Level, and five at the Universe Level. In addition, AVI also underwrote the 
trip to the Challenger Learning Center. This brought the total vendor participation to $11,305. 
 
2008 Conference Update:  Gary Sampson reported that all the pieces are coming together and everyone should look 
forward to a wonderful time. A written tentative agenda and hotel description were presented. It was noted that the hotel 
accommodations include an indoor water park. Dates are Oct. 29 through November 1, 2008. Participants will enjoy the 
Milwaukee Public Museum Planetarium, the Gary Sampson Planetarium and the Charles Horwitz Planetarium. 
 
Membership Report:  Chris Janssen reported that GLPA now has 211 members. This number has remained flat over the 
last couple of years. We talked about how to make on-line registration more streamlined and talked through some of the 
problems with written registrations. Information that is available to members and/or Executive Committee members was 
highlighted and discussed.  

A couple of new features are available on restricted access portions of the GLPA website. Executive Committee 
members can now see lists of the current members, fellows and honorary members. A beta test system has been developed 
for the state chairs to send messages to the members in their area without revealing actual e-mail addresses. 
 
Education Report:  Dave DeRemer reported Cosmic Colors is coming together and they have invited an astronomer as 
narrator. Visuals and materials may be done by Rainbow Symphony. Funding for it will come from GLPA and grant 
money. 
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NSTA Congress will be held in San Antonio in July of 2007. Chris and Dave D. will plan to attend. 
The CSI Cosmology show is slowly coming together while working on Cosmic Colors. In the mean time, Dave 

will contact some people who have developed similar programs.  
Educational outreach is important and Dave proposed a section in the newsletter about creative fund raising 

events and/or educational events. The Executive Committee will also encourage members to submit both audio and video 
clips of star talks. The committee feels all of our constituents can benefit from how others approach different various 
topics under the dome. 
 
Instructional Materials Report:  With regard to Printed Materials, Geoff Holt reported the following that all of the 
orders for this period have been digital orders, so there was no income to report. New resources included scripts, and the 
latest Conference Proceedings CD. 
 With regard to Audio Visual Materials, Geoff reported that Dave Leake has been very busy with show kit orders, 
but almost half were digital orders. Of these there were 10 orders for Solar System Adventure, 9 for The StarGazer, 5 for 
Zubenelgenubi, 6 for Transit of Venus, and 5 for the Rumplestiltskin DVD. Geoff also noted that Slide bank orders and 
digital image orders have been slow and that Dave Leake is in the process of adding captions to the images in the catalog. 
He suggested that GLPA thank Dave Leake for his time and hard work! 
 With regard to the GLPA website, Geoff reported that both the website and member utilization of our website 
continue to grow. Geoff is in the process of making both printed materials and AV materials available for purchase on the 
website through our shopping cart, and payment through PayPal, which will accept any major credit card. 
 Geoff announced that April Whitt (Marshall Space Flight Center; Fernbank Science Center) has offered to make 
their show Hotter than Blue available through the Instructional Materials AV Library. This requires approval from the 
GLPA Executive Committee. Geoff recommended the approval. Scripts have been sent out for review, a portion of the 
audio/video will be presented as part of this report. This show, in its digital format, will be available on two disks: one 
CD-ROM and one DVD. The proposal is to make it available for the cost of $10 to cover our costs for duplication and 
shipping. 
 
Publication’s Report:  Bart Benjamin reported that since the topic of the digital vs. printed versions of the newsletter was 
resolved last year, he had no pressing Publications issues to report this year. With the invaluable assistance of Dale Smith, 
the GLPA Newsletter and the Proceedings continue to enjoy smooth sailing. The next Proceedings will be our 23rd annual 
edition. All but four of these were produced by Dale Smith. The most recent issue of the newsletter was number 75 for 
me. Ironically, I was first asked to succeed Jeanne Bishop as newsletter editor at the last Merrillville conference in 1987. 
The GLPA Newsletter continues to be distributed both electronically and in printed form. 25% of our members opt to 
receive their newsletter in electronic format, 39% opt to receive the printed/mailed version, and 36% ask to receive both 
electronic and printed versions. 
 
Conference Planning:  Gary Tomlinson reported that the Spring 2007 Executive Committee meeting will be held in 
Wheeling, West Virginia on April 28th at 8 a.m. Part of this meeting will be a joint meeting with SEPA and MAPS 
Executive Committee members. Additional funding will be available for the increased travel expenses for this meeting. 

GLPA has also received an invitation to a 2009 All-USA Regional Conference in Baton Rouge. Specifics will be 
forthcoming. The idea has received favorable responses from other regionals. It was decided that GLPA needs to conduct 
a poll at the GLPA Business meeting to get an idea of members’ opinions. More details will be available at Spring 
Executive Committee meeting. 

Gary moved that we amend the ordinances currently listed in the handbook that currently read as follows: 
 

1. Change… 
“Also, one third of travel expenses for the IPS representative is reimbursed for attendance at non-conference IPS 
council meeting.” 

 
To… 

”Also, one third of travel expenses for the IPS representative is reimbursed for attendance at non-conference IPS 
council meeting. If budget allows an additional one third of the travel expenses may be approved by a vote of the 
Executive Committee. The reimbursement may not exceed 100% of unreimbursed expenses.” 
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2. Change… 
“The official liaison to affiliated groups may request money in his/her budget to attend and represent GLPA at the 
affiliated conference at the rate of up to 1/3 of the travel expenses (conference registration fees are not covered).” 

 
To… 

”The official liaison to affiliated groups may request money in his/her budget to attend and represent GLPA at the 
affiliated conference at the rate of up to all of the travel expenses including conference registration fees. Often 
times, depending on budget, only partial reimbursement is granted.” 

 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
Chris motioned that we amend number 2 to include the following sentence … 

“A report will be given to the membership at the next GLPA conference.” 
 
The motion was seconded and carried. Therefore number 2 above will read as follows… 
 

”The official liaison to affiliated groups may request money in his/her budget to attend and represent GLPA at the 
affiliated conference at the rate of up to all of the travel expenses including conference registration fees. Often 
times, depending on budget, only partial reimbursement is granted. A report will be given to the membership at 
the next GLPA conference. ” 

 
The Saving the Night planetarium show may soon become available to GLPA members. This would be distributed 

through the AV Library on a cost recovery basis. 
Liability Insurance was discussed and we decided that we should pursue adequate cover for GLPA. Cheri will be 

looking into what kind of insurance is needed and details with respect to coverage. All Executive Committee members 
should e-mail suggestions to Cheri on what things need to be covered. 

The GLPA Handbook is now available to Executive Committee members on their restricted access portion of the 
GLPA website. Gary noted that many revisions have been made in many places. Any further additions and/or corrections 
should be sent to Gary Tomlinson. 
 
IPS Report:  Dave Weinrich reported that out of all U.S. members, 100 are members of GLPA. He also announced that 
the 2008 IPS Conference will be in Chicago and that the 2010 IPS Conference will be in either Bejing, Alexandria or 
France. All past IPS publications will be available from IPS on 8 CDs for members at a cost of $50. Non-members will 
pay a higher price. Dave will provide more details later. 
 
Old Business:  GLPA’s proposed budget was amended and a motion to accept was made by Gary. Motion seconded and 
carried. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 3:18 p.m. 
 





 

Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association 
Financial Report 

May 12, 2006 – October 23, 2006 
 

Account Summaries Checking Account Savings Account

   
Opening Balance: 5/12/06 $10,000 $10,000 
Deposits: $6275.81 $6115.03 
Withdrawals/Checks: $5626.34 $0.00 
Interest: $13.92 $65.01 
Ending Balance: $10,663.39 $16,180.04 

 
Income Expenses

    
Dues: $990.00 Food For Exec. Meeting: $0.00 

Newsletter Advertising: $290.00 Tax Exempt Status: $20.00 
Conference Registration 

& Pay Pal…: 
$6275.81 Exec. Committee Travel: 

(includes some airfare for S07) 
$3367.19 

Transfer – DuPage CU: 
Mary M. 

$4835.03 Donations/Memorials: $221.49 

Interest: $78.93 State Day Reimbursement: $50.00 
  Conference Seed Money: $0.00 
  Newsletter Printing & Postage: $1570.16 
  NSTA Meeting Reimbursements: $0.00 
  Website Fee: $0.00 
  Spitz Plaque: $0.00 
  Conference Planning: $377.25 
  Checks/Misc office items: $20.25 

Total: $12,469.77 Total: $5626.34 
 

Separate Fund 
Accounts

 
GLPA Gift Shop

 
Printed Materials

Audio-Visual 
Materials

    
Previous Balance: $366.84 $387.95 $3674.33 

Revenues: $0.00 $0.00 $815.00 
Expenses: $0.00 $0.00 $101.19 

Ending Balance: $366.84 $387.95 $4,388.14 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________ 
     David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer 



 

Great Lakes Planetarium 
Association 

2006 – 2007 Budget 
 

Projected Income
Dues: $2,000.00 

Advertising: $870.00 
Star Show Sales: $800.00 

Conference Revenue: $3,000.00 
Seed Money: $3,000.00 

NSTA Reimbursement: $200.00 
Total: $9,870 

 

Projected Expenses
   
Expense 05-06 Actual 06-07 Projected
Newsletter Printing & Postage: $1570.16  $1,800.00 
Proceedings: $2,269.88 $2,000.00 
Tips Printing: $0.00 $0.00 
Awards: $170.00 $200.00 
Executive Travel: $2,031.72 $2,500.00 
IPS Travel: $0.00 $1000.00 
State Meetings: $50.00 $250.00 
Conference Seed Money: $3,000.00 $3,000.00 
Conference Photographer: $69.74 $100.00 
Cosmic Colors Star Show $0.00 $4,000.00 
Star Show Duplication: $362.52 $0.00 
President Fund: $0.00 $100.00 
GLPA Postage: $0.00 $75.00 
GLPA Supplies: $179.96 $150.00 
Insurance: $0.00 $1,500.00 
Website Fees: $49.95 $0.00 
State Non-Profit Registration: $20.00 $20.00 
Bank Fees: $0.00 $20.00 
NSTA Conference Fees: $352.72 $500.00 
IPS Programs: $0.00 $500.00 
Total:  $17,715 

 
 
Respectfully submitted: _________________________________________ 

     David Hurd, Secretary/Treasurer 
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GLPA Business Meeting 
Merrillville, Indiana 

October 28, 2006 
 
Present:  Approximately 100. 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Bonadurer at 10:15 a.m. CDT. This was followed by a 
short review of the meeting agenda. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the last GLPA Business Meeting, held in Detroit, Michigan in October of 2005, had 
been printed in the GLPA Newsletter and sent to each member. It was moved that the minutes be approved. The motion 
was seconded and carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  David Hurd discussed the financial status of GLPA by highlighting the Financial Report and 
proposed budget for the year. It was reported that GLPA is in good financial shape. David also encouraged State Meeting 
hosts to take advantage of the $50 available to the hosting institution. It was moved that the financial report be approved. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
President’s Report:  Bob invited the GLPA membership to the Western Alliance Conference which will be hosted by his 
facility in September of 2008. Bob also announced a new feature for the GLPA Newsletter called the “Outer Rim” that 
specifically targets news from those members who live away from the GLPA epicenter. He also alerted us to be aware of 
opportunities that will present themselves with regard to the 400th anniversary of the telescope. 

Dan Goins reported on the creation of a newsy report about retired planetarians that will consist of feature articles 
in the GLPA Newsletter. This feature will be called the “Red Giants.” 

Finally, Bob thanked Gene Zajac for his wonderful Spitz address.  
 
President Elect’s Report:  Cheri has put together a committee to garner nominations for President-Elect and IPS 
Representative. Gary Tomlinson. Sheldon Shafer, and Gary Sampson will serve on that committee. The election will be 
held in October, 2007. 

According to the handbook, an election to fill the vacated Secretary/Treasurer position was motioned and 
discussed. A vote by show of hands was unanimous and David Hurd was elected as Secretary/Treasurer and his term will 
run the remainder of the term vacated by Mary Masui and will continue through the following term. 
 
Past President’s Report:  Joe DeRocher reported that he had appointed David Hurd as Secretary/Treasurer according to 
the GLPA Handbook. He also emphasized the importance of nominations for the other open positions. 
 
Development Report:  Lisa Hudnutt reminded members of the importance of the vendors’ roles in making our 
conferences a success. This year we had 3 vendors at the Solar System level, 3 at the Galaxy level and 5 at the Universe 
level. 
 
Conference Planning:  Gary Tomlinson reminded all members to be involved in state meetings and for State chairs to 
turn in the details to him. 

2007 Conference Update: Gary reported that the Fall, 2007 meeting will be held at Olgebay Resort in Wheeling, 
West Virginia. Steve Mitch gave an update about that same “triple conjunction” conference of GLPA, MAPS and SEPA 
in Wheeling, October 9-13, 2007. 220 rooms in the lodge have been set aside at a rate of $99/night + 9% taxes and fees. 
Nicer rooms are available for $129 + 9%. Regular rates for these rooms are $200 and $225. Steve also mentioned that 20 
cabins had been reserved for the conference. Each has 4 bedrooms and one bathroom and they run $325/night + tax. The 
room cutoff date is August 9th! There are some other hotels available such as the Hampton Inn, Best Western and Super 8. 
Call Oglebay Resort at (800) 624-6988 for more details. The registration will be around $200-225. Steve also noted that 
the paper sessions and workshops will be concurrent and time in the planetarium will be split because of seating capacity. 
Some of the speakers include: David Levy on Wednesday, James Kaler on Thursday, Chuck Wood, and Jim Switzer. The 
conference will begin on Tuesday, October 9th. On Thursday afternoon, participants will be traveling to Pittsburgh to visit 
the Buhl Planetarium and the Carnegie Museum of Natural History. 
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2008 Conference Update:  Gary Sampson and Dave DeRemer reported that all the pieces are coming together 

for the 2008 conference. Participants will enjoy the Milwaukee Public Museum Planetarium, the Gary Sampson 
Planetarium and the Charles Horwitz Planetarium. It was noted that the hotel accommodations include an indoor water 
park. This conference will be held October 29 through November 1, 2008. 

2009 Conference Update:  We have received an invitation to a 2009 All-USA Regional Conference in Baton 
Rouge to be held in the fall. The floor was opened for discussion about the pros and cons of this opportunity. 

 Many factors in favor of such a conference were expressed and included the following: 
Opportunity for sharing, better vendor support, better technology displays, will have the feel of a mini IPS conference, it’s 
never been done before, enough advance time to start planning for expenses etc., possibility to organize travel to cut costs  

 Many factors in opposition to such a conference were expressed and include the following: 
Cost, too close in time frame to the IPS in Chicago and “replay of Olgebay”, too much money and lack of getting support 
for conferences so close together, how would you make it “homey?” (not small and intimate as GLPA), lots of larger 
dome constituents and focus of vendors on larger facilities, lot of small planetariums have funding issue and release time 
is an issue (we already expanded next year), some of our members will be unfairly “sheered off” because they can not 
attend (small planetariums, school systems, etc.) 
 
It was suggested that… 

 we do an on-line survey.  
 such a meeting be held in the summer. 
 large state meetings for those who could not attend could be held 

 
*It was also noted that the presidents had given a “collective green light” 
*Others noted “we need more details” 
*It was also noted that if GLPA were the only regional that did not attend, we may not get vendor support and may 
alienate others(?) since it occurs at about same time and may have some GLPA members go to that one. 
 
Poll for those in favor of meeting in 2009 with all other regionals: 
 In favor  35 
 Not in favor 27  
 Undecided   8 
 
**Suggestion was made to contact other regional presidents and see how their constituents are/will react(ing).  
 
Membership Report:  Chris Janssen reported we have 207 members. Total volume since inception has been 1,220. More 
than 50 percent are also members of IPS. Please make suggestions for membership labels to streamline the process of 
registration and membership stuff. 

A couple of new features are available on the GLPA website. Executive Committee members can now see lists of 
the current members, fellows and honorary members. State chairs have access to e-mail lists and addresses for contact 
purposes. 
 
Education Report:  Dave DeRemer reported that Cosmic Colors is coming together and that they are seeking more 
funding and have invited Michelle Thaller from JPL as narrator. Visuals and materials may be done by Rainbow 
Symphony. Funding for it will come from GLPA and grant money. 

Dave emphasized the importance of GLPA’s involvement in the NSTA Congress that will be held in San Antonio 
in July 2007. Chris and Dave D. plan to attend. 

CSI Cosmology show is also being pursued and GLPA members will be assisting with its development. 
Educational outreach is important and Dave proposed a section in the GLPA Newsletter about creative fund raising events 
and/or educational events like sleepovers. 
 
Instructional Materials Report:  Geoff Holt reported on AV and printed materials and noted we have added new scripts 
and conference materials. Gift shop items, showkits, and slides will soon be available on the website through PayPal. 
Please forward Mike Best your ideas about how to manage, create, support gift shops. A TIPS book is being proposed for 
submission of “best practices” from our members. 



 
Publication’s Report:  Bart Benjamin explained what the publications are, namely the GLPA Newsletter and annual 
Conference Proceedings. The newsletter is distributed both electronically and in printed form. 25% membership opt for 
electronic format, 39% prefer the printed format and 36% receive both. Members wishing to change the way that they 
receive the newsletter should contact Chris Janssen. Bart also reported that, to date, GLPA has distributed its 152nd 
newsletter and its 23rd annual Conference Proceedings. He also thanked Dale Smith for all his efforts in this! State chairs 
were also thanked and encouraged to get newsletter items from their constituents. 
 
IPS Report:  Dave Weinrich encouraged all members to contact him with regard to IPS issues. IPS membership fees will 
be increasing. Dave also reported that of all U.S. members, 100 are members of GLPA. The 2008 IPS Conference will be 
in Chicago. The 2010 location is yet to be determined. All past IPS publications will become available from IPS on 8 CDs 
for members at a rate of $50. Non-members will pay a higher price. The IPS Star Partners program is maintained through 
voluntary contributions and the money goes to those in developing countries who can not afford the membership to IPS.  
 
Old Business:  It was noted that the GLPA Executive Committee decided to donate $300 to the IPS Star Partners Fund 
and $200 to the Armand Spitz Educational Fund administered through IPS. The Armand Spitz Educational Fund is used to 
fund educational projects and initiatives while the Star Partners Fund is used to sponsor membership and educational 
materials for planetariums in developing nations/poor nations. Any GLPA member is eligible for funding through the 
Spitz fund. More information with regard to these funds can be found on the IPS website. 
 
New Business: 
It was suggested that GLPA come up with a “Red Giant” mentoring program for new members. 
 
Adjournment:  12:00 p.m. and by the way… get that GLPA banner to the dry cleaners! 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PLANETARIUM OUTREACHES 

Dave DeRemer, Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin 
 

At our last GLPA conference in Merrillville, Gary Sampson and I presented a paper on outreaches at 
our planetarium. Outreaches are extremely important for public relations, fund-raising and spreading 
science literacy to your community. This article highlights one of our most successful outreaches, 
forming a “Friends of the Planetarium” organization. In future newsletter articles, I would like to 
describe outreaches and opportunities that are used in other facilities.     

The “Friends of the Charles Horwitz Planetarium” was formed in January of 2000. It is a 
community organization for those interested in the study of astronomy, space exploration and 
planetarium programming. “Friends” memberships include a quarterly newsletter, monthly sky charts, 

free admission to planetarium shows and a star on our recognition wall. We also offer a discount on astronomy items in 
our gift shop. Our “Friends” donation categories are as follows: 
 

$25  Stargazer  (Individual) 
$35  Earth Explorers  (Family) 
$50  Astronaut Adventurer  (Patron) 
$100  Moonwalker  (Sponsor) 
$250 or more Galaxy Traveler  (Donor) 

 
Currently we have about 100 memberships, which provide a total yearly income of about $6,000 for the 

Planetarium. We have found that our “Friends” organization provides not only income, but loyal community support. I 
would like to thank Bob Bonadurer for helping us get started with our organization. Feel free to contact Bob or myself 
(see the last page of this newsletter) if you wish to form your own “Friends of the Planetarium” or please let me know if 
you have a special outreach that you would like to share. 
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Stars That Need Not
Shun The Light.

Thanks To Zeiss Fiber Optics
The stars, those apparent lords of the night sky,
are terribly afraid of light.  For millions of years,
since the first seeing creatures populated the
Earth, only the Sun was able to dim down its
distant brothers into nothingness.  Today, this is
easily accomplished by street lamps, neon signs
and car headlights.

In the planetarium, things are hardly different.  
For decades, stars used to be the protagonists of
the show, and not even the Sun was allowed to
outshine them.  Today, shows are dominated by
fireworks of slides, videos panoramas and all-sky
projections: a profusion of light, which leaves only
the gleaming dots that symbolize the
boundlessness of the universe no chance to
assert themselves.  Are planetarium stars doomed
to final extinction?

Thanks to Zeiss, they are not.  Thanks to a new
fiber optic system that makes artificial stars shine
more brightly and brilliantly than ever before.  No
doubt, slides, video, and panorama projections
will hardly extinguish them.  And although they are
much smaller in size than their forerunners, they
are seen as mere points, twinkling as do the real
stars.  See the world’s newest newborn stars in
the sky of a Zeiss planetarium.

Seeing is Believing!
In the U.S. & Canada, contact Laura Misajet:
800.726.8805 • Fax: 610.664.0308 
E-mail: zeiss@seilerinst.com

Planetarium Division
170 E. Kirkham Ave., St. Louis, MO  63119

Authorized Distributor of Zeiss Planetariums In
The United States & Canada

Carl Zeiss, Planetarium Division
D-07740 Jena

+49-3641-642406, fax: -643023
E-mail: planetarium@zeiss.dewww.seilerinst.com
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VOLUME I, NUMBER 3         WINTER SOLSTICE, 1966 
(4 pages in length) 
 
 
GLPA’s third and final issue of 1966 (there was no summer 
issue that year) contained the following articles and columns: 
 
 

☼ The cover story was a research article written by Don Tuttle of the Elgin Observatory and Planetarium. 
In that article, Don described a three-year research project in which he investigated the effectiveness of 
the planetarium in education. Evaluation of the research project was accomplished with a 50 item test 
written by the Elementary School Science Project staff at the University of Illinois. As Don Tuttle 
noted, “it should behoove all of us in education to evaluate the results of our efforts.” 

 
☼ The Cincinnati convention of GLPA, held in October of 1966, proved “very beneficial for the 75 peo-

ple who were in attendance.” Ralph Ewers and the staff of that facility were praised highly. A complete 
transcript of the convention proceedings was made, to be distributed to members as part of a larger 
“GLPA Magazine,” which is tentatively slated for completion before the end of the 1966-67 school 
year. 

 
☼ It was reported that GLPA was now an affiliate of the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA). 

 
☼ The 1967 autumn GLPA convention will be held in Cleveland on Friday and Saturday, October 20-21. 

Paul Kirby (Supplementary Education Center) and Dan Snow (Cleveland Natural Science Museum 
Planetarium) will host. 

 
☼ Questionnaires have been distributed to all GLPA members for the purpose of compiling a reference 

list of all planetarium personnel in our region, along with their credentials and background. 

Don't forget that as a member of GLPA, you can always change the manner in which you receive the GLPA Newsletter to any of 
these three options: 
 

1. Digital (PDF) version — You will be sent an e-mail reminder that links to our digital download page. From that special web-
page, you can download current and recent issues of the GLPA Newsletter in PDF format, viewable (and printable) with free 
Adobe Reader software. 

2. Printed version — You receive a printed (albeit black & white) copy of the newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service. 
3. Both — You will receive both the printed and digital versions of the GLPA Newsletter. 
 

To make such a change, please contact GLPA Membership Chairman Chris Janssen at cmjanssen@yahoo.com and let him know 
how you’d like to receive future copies of the GLPA Newsletter. 

mailto:cmjanssen@yahoo.com�
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VOLUME XXI, NUMBER 4         WINTER SOLSTICE, 1986 
(24 pages in length) 
 
The cover photograph shows the GLPA group photo taken at 
the 1986 conference in Cleveland. Everyone wore GLPA hats, 
which were distributed to delegates of that conference. 

 
GLPA’s fourth issue of 1986 contained the following articles and columns: 
 
☼ As noted by President Gary Tomlinson, Don Tuttle “gave an elegant Spitz Lecture [at the 1986 Cleveland 

conference] that caused us to reflect upon the wisdom of some of the practices that many planetariums util-
ize.” Gary went on to note that GLPA’s membership was now in excess of 200. 

 

☼ GLPA Newsletter Editor Jeanne Bishop conducted an interview with GLPA President Gary Tomlinson.   
Gary described how he became interested in astronomy because of a cousin whose interest in amateur as-
tronomy spurred his own. Gary also described his philosophy of the planetarium and noted that show pro-
duction was his favorite aspect of the profession. Finally, Gary shared the fact that he won the Edmond 
Award for having the best Astronomy Day event on the continent, that he collected astronomical objects, 
that he and his wife love to square dance, and that they were now building a new house. 

 

☼ Conference Chair Bob Gardner wrote not one, but two evaluations of the 1986 Cleveland conference. Else-
where in the newsletter, a list of presented papers and new additions to the GLPA Slide Bank were in-
cluded. 

 

☼ Gary Tomlinson wrote an article titled “Commercial Products for Educational Use,” which listed a wide 
range of products (and their company information) that could be used as teaching aids in the classroom or 
planetarium. 

 

☼ GLPA Newsletter Editor Jeanne Bishop arranged a panel discussion on “the question period following the 
educational program.” Panelists Gregg Williams, April Whitt, Rod Thompson, and Martha Schaefer de-
scribed how best to utilize the question and answer session. 

 

☼ Jeanne Bishop announced the results of a “Planetarium Closing Survey” to better understand the issues sur-
rounding the closure of a planetarium facility. 

 

☼ The Merrillville Community Planetarium will be the site of the 1987 GLPA Conference. Gregg and Barb 
Williams will serve as conference hosts. 

 

☼ Carolyn Collins Petersen wrote a brief article about the Space Network Computer Bulletin Board that she 
operates. Planetarians can access this 24 hours a day at modem speeds of 300, 1200 and 2400 baud. 
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All photographs were taken by Dan Goins. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES OF . . . 
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. . . THE 2006 GLPA CONFERENCE 

All photographs were taken by Dan Goins. 



JOIN I .P.S .  
 
The International Planetarium Society (IPS) is the largest organization of professional planetarians in 
the world. It is comprised of members from all over the globe. GLPA is an affiliate of this prestigious or-
ganization. If you are not a member of IPS, you should consider becoming a member! Why? Because IPS 
serves its members with . . . 
 

⇒ its full-color quarterly journal, Planetarian, filled with a wide range of articles 
⇒ its biennial conferences 
⇒ Proceedings of each IPS conference 
⇒ free publications, including the Directory of the World’s Planetariums and the IPS Resource Di-

rectory 
⇒ discounted subscription rates to the IPS slide service and IPS video compilations 
⇒ access to resources found only in the members section of the IPS website 
⇒ access to the IPS News listserv 
⇒ networking on all scales, from local to global 

 

See more on the IPS web site:  www.ips-planetarium.org 
 

IPS dues are only $50 a year, or two years for $90. Other levels of membership are also available at Insti-
tutional and Corporate levels. For more information or to join IPS, please contact: 
 

Shawn Laatsch, IPS Treasurer, P.O. Box 1812, Greenville  NC  27835  USA 
Telephone: 1-252-328-9365  (office) 
Telephone: 1-252-328-9371  (fax) 
E-mail: laatschs@ecu.edu 

Hubble Space Telescope Images 
 
To personalize your computer’s desktop back-
ground image (i.e. its wallpaper) with one of the 
many beautiful images taken by the Hubble 
Space Telescope (including the Orion Nebula 
shown below), all you need to do is to visit 
http://hubblesite.org/gallery/wallpaper/+2 and 
download your favorite image to your com-
puter. 
 

And the best news of all? Since it’s NASA, it’s 
free! 
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association acknowledges the 
following companies and organizations for their generous 
support in Fiscal Year 2006-07: 

 
 

Universe Level – Conference Sponsors  ($1,200+) 
 

AVI/Konica Minolta Planetarium Co., Ltd.  konicaminolta.com/kmpl 
Evans & Sutherland Spitz    www.es.com 
SEOS, Ltd.       www.seos.com 
Sky-Skan, Inc.      www.skyskan.com 
Seiler Instrument / Zeiss    www.seilerinst.com 

 
 

Galaxy Level – Patron Sponsors  ($650 – $1,199) 
 

Ash Enterprises International, Inc.   www.ash-enterprises.com 
East Coast Control Systems    www.eastcoastcontrol.com 
GOTO, Inc.       www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html 

 
 

Solar System Level – Sustaining Sponsors  ($500 - $649) 
 

Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.   www.astro-tec.com 
Digitalis Education Solutions, Inc.   www.digitaliseducation.com 
Learning Technologies, Inc.    www.starlab.com 
 

http://konicaminolta.com/kmpl�
http://www.es.com�
http://www.seos.com�
http://www.skyskan.com�
http://www.seilerinst.com�
http://www.ash-enterprises.com�
http://www.eastcoastcontrol.com�
http://www.goto.co.jp/index-e.html�
http://www.astro-tec.com�
http://www.digitaliseducation.com/�
http://www.starlab.com�


THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with the 
operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. G.L.P.A. is an affiliate of the International Planetarium Society and the National 
Science Teachers Association. Membership dues are $20 annually, payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be 
addressed to the Secretary/Treasurer, and requests for membership should be addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA 
Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of G.L.P.A., 
its membership or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the 1st of February, May, August and November. Send information to GLPA 
Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2006. 

PRESIDENT 
Robert J. Bonadurer 
Planetarium at UT Arlington 
700 Planetarium Place 
P.O. Box 19059 
Arlington  TX  76019 
(817) 272-0822 
bonadure@uta.edu 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Cheri Adams 
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery 
2600 DeWeese Parkway 
Dayton  OH  45414 
(937) 275-7431, Ext. 122 
cadams@boonshoftmuseum.org 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Joe DeRocher 
Shafran Planetarium 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Drive; University Circle 
Cleveland  OH  44106 
(216) 231-4600, Ext. 3362 
jderoche@cmnh.org 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
David Hurd 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
103 Cooper Hall EUP 
Edinboro  PA  16415 
(814) 732-2493 
dhurd@edinboro.edu 
 

IPS REPRESENTATIVE 
Dave Weinrich 
Minnesota State University-Moorhead 
1104 7th Avenue South 
Moorhead  MN  56563 
(218) 477-2969 
weinrich@mnstate.edu 

PUBLICATIONS 
GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bart Benjamin 
Cernan Earth and Space Center 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove  IL  60171 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3408 
bbenjami@triton.edu 
 

PROCEEDINGS EDITOR 
Dale W. Smith 
BGSU Planetarium 
Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
(419) 372-8666 
dsmith@newton.bgsu.edu 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Chris Janssen 
Wausau School District Planetarium 
1200 West Wausau Avenue 
Wausau  WI  54401 
(715) 261-0850, Ext. 34246 
cmjanssen@yahoo.com 
 

EDUCATION 
Dave DeRemer 
Charles Horwitz Planetarium 
S 14 W 28167 Madison Street 
Waukesha  WI  53188 
(262) 896-8423 
dderemer@waukesha.k12.wi.us 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
Elisabeth Hudnutt 
Upton Middle School Planetarium 
800 Maiden Lane 
St. Joseph  MI  49085 
(269) 926-3467 
edaly@sjschools.org 

INSTR. MATER’LS LIBRARY 
PRINTED MATERIAL FILE 
Geoffrey Holt 
Madison Metro School District Planetarium 
201 South Gammon Road 
Madison  WI  53717 
(608) 663-6102 
gholt@madison.k12.wi.us 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL FILE 
David C. Leake 
William M. Staerkel Planetarium 
Parkland College 
2400 West Bradley Avenue 
Champaign  IL  61821 
(217) 351-2567 
dleake@parkland.edu 
 

STATE MEETING COORD. 
Michael Narlock 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 
39221 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills  MI  48303 
(248) 645-3235 
mnarlock@cranbrook.edu 
 

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
Gary E. Tomlinson 
5075 North Division 
Comstock Park  MI  49321 
(616) 784-9518 
gtomlins@sbcglobal.net 
 

2007 CONFERENCE HOST 
Steve Mitch 
Planetarium, Benedum Natural Science Center 
Wheeling Park Commission 
Oglebay Resort 
Wheeling  WV  26003 
(304) 243-4034 
smitch@oglebay-resort.com 
 
UPCOMING GLPA CONFERENCES: 
 

2007 October 9-13  (w/ MAPS & SEPA) 
  Wheeling, West Virginia 
 
2008 October 29-November 1 
  Milwaukee area, Wisconsin 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from: 
 

Physics and Astronomy Department 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green  OH  43403 
 

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith 
(address given above). 

GLPA Home Page: 
http://www.glpaweb.org/ 
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