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Editor’s Note: Although Mary Holt compiled and emailed a Beyond the Lakes report, it was lost in
cyberspace and therefore wasn’t included in the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter. To remedy
this, her report was made into this Addendum document and posted to the GLPA Newsletter
Download Page at https://glpa.org/newsletter/download.

BEYOND THE LAKES
NOTE: Mary Holt is stepping down from Beyond the Lakes
Chair this year. If anyone is interested in assuming the duties
of that position, please contact Mary for more information.
Morrison Planetarium at California Academy of Sciences
continues to offer daily shows under the dome! They no longer
need a capacity limit, but because guests still prefer to maintain
some distance, they continue to have a soft limit of 200 people
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rather than filling all 290 seats. Daily daytime shows continue to
include Big Astronomy as well as a live Tour of the Universe
Mary Holt
using OpenSpace. On Wednesdays, they live stream the 4:30 p.m.
Morrison Planetarium
show to Morrison’s Facebook page and the Academy and
San Francisco, California
OpenSpace’s YouTube pages. The planetarium is now open
mholt@calacademy.org
during the Academy’s weekly Thursday NightLife events, and the
presenter team is currently showing Big Astronomy only, but plan
to add in Tour of the Universe soon. They will be bringing back new and returning live programming to
NightLife in a few months. Hohfeld Hall continues to be closed, but Mary Holt has begun working with their
engineering team to restart shows in that space as well, hopefully by November. The Visualization team is hard
at work finishing up the new fulldome show Living Worlds, which now has an official launch date of November
5th! Jacque Benitez is working on creating a live portion to go along with the show focused on JWST and
Spitzer.
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After months of being
limited to a capacity of 50,
Adventure Science Center
in Nashville, Tennessee is
back to its full 166 seats (as of June 2021).
Presented through the end of the year is Space
Explorers: The ISS Experience - Adapt.
Produced by Felix and Paul Studios and Time
Studios, it was filmed in fisheye aboard the
International Space Station, during Expeditions
58 and 59. The show started life as a VR
production, but made a great transition to
fulldome. It’s a fantastic show that brings the ISS to life for audiences. Back in late May, Sudekum Planetarium
was the site of a music video shoot. They had to keep the details quiet for awhile, but on July 7th, the video for
Cassadee Pope’s song “What the Stars See” premiered on national TV, on the Kelly Clarkson Show. You can
watch it on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gpzn4M0dCK4&t=147s. In the background, you
can see astronomical images projected from Sudekum’s fulldome system. What you can’t see is a film crew of
almost 30 people handling lights, sound, cameras, makeup, and more. It was quite an experience watching it all
take place. Finally, Bill McClain has been hard at work creating new laser shows for their SkyLaze system. In
the past few months, they’ve premiered shows featuring Prince and Foo Fighters, and a new holiday show, and
have updated some of their existing shows with new songs. They’ll make some bigger announcements soon. If
you’re interested in bringing these shows to your dome, drop them a line.
Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta, Georgia is part of the DeKalb County School System, where all students
are back in person, wearing masks. The Science Tools and Techniques program for high school freshmen will
fill the classrooms from 8 - 11 a.m. this semester. The planetarium is not open to the general public, but school
groups will be allowed back this year. Scheduling has begun for the fall semester. Public planetarium
programming is still virtual on Friday nights via Fernbank’s Facebook page. The Kansas Cosmosphere’s
excellent “Apollo Redux” exhibit, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Moon landings, remains on display.
The Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium in Buffalo,
New York is usually pretty quiet during the summer, but
not this year thanks to Jackie Baughman. She led a six
week summer camp series for younger children. The photo
shows Jackie and her science campers learning about and
building a volcano. Other weeks featured sundials, planets,
constellations and crystals. The kiddos also made their own
star projectors! The rest of the “night crew” at the WSLP
will be working with Director Mark Percy to offer inperson and fully hemispheric learning for astronomy
enthusiasts again this fall. The theme will be introductory
astronomy lessons about how the night sky works. Jackie
will teach about the the motions of the Earth in October.
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Devon Dice-Jaffri will unravel the mysteries of the Moon in November, and Tim Collins
will decode the dancing planets in December. While Tim and Steve Dubois will be very
busy with the re-opening Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium across town at Buffalo State
College, they remain dedicated to their loyal Williamsville regulars. Steve will continue to
offer astronomy merit badges this year, and everyone is on board to help with the Friday laser shows.
Asheville Museum of Science (AMOS) in Asheville, North Carolina offered weekly summer camps this past
summer including two sessions of Space Investigators, whose campers used the GeoDome Portal to visit the
planets. On July 15th, in conjunction with the Asheville Art Museum exhibit Meeting the Moon, AMOS
Volunteer Gary Lazich presented a 15-minute program on the Moon (The Orb of Night) and then facilitated
telescope viewing. The ISS passed nearly overhead!
Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) will resume its Gallery (2-hour) and VIP (4-hour)
Facility Tours after completing its summer camps for middle school students (on Mars or exoplanets) and high
school students (on research). The AdventureDome Planetarium will also re-open for school groups. Public
special events included: “Perseid Meteor Watch” in August and “The Gas Giants” in September.
Mayland Community College in Burnsville reports: “The dome construction is underway on the Glenn
& Carol Arthur Planetarium! After months of wet weather, the walls are in place and the [42-ft.] geodesic
dome came together within a matter of days! The dome will be covered with a white TPO roofing membrane.
Next up: the walls and roof of the connector building.” An opening is anticipated later in 2021 with a 36-foot
dome and 60 movable seats.

Glenn & Carol Arthur Planetarium Exterior and Interior
(as of 2021 July 4)
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