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Humanity accomplished an important milestone on April 19th, 2021, when we successfully flew a
helicopter on another planet! With as difficult as the past year has been on all of us, this was
something for me to look forward to. This is such an exciting accomplishment that I felt I should
make something honoring the event!

The current design of the GLPA Newsletter incorporates small sections of
several NASA images for its page mastheads. These and other images
can be accessed from NASA websites such as Mars Exploration,
Scientific Visualization Studio, and Hubble Space Telescope websites at
https://esahubble.org/images/ and https://hubblesite.org. And because all
these photos are from NASA, they are free to use (with proper credit).

Image Credits page background image: NGC 2074 in the Large Magellanic Cloud
Credit: NASA, ESA, and M. Livio (STScI)
Image Credits page inset image: M96: A Galactic Maelstrom
Credit: ESA/Hubble & NASA and LEGUS Team
State News Masthead: Young stars in the “wing” of the Small Magellanic Cloud
Credit: NASA, ESA, CXC and University of Potsdam, JPL-Caltech, and STScI
Bulletin Board Masthead: M13: A Celestial Snow Globe of Stars
Credit: NASA, ESA, and Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)
Articles Masthead: Newborn stars within the Prawn Nebula
Credit: European Southern Observatory
IPS Update Masthead: Big Blue Marble Earth
Credit: R. Stockli, A. Nelson, F. Hasler, NASA/ GSFC/ NOAA/ USGS
Conference Update Masthead: M106: Composite of Amateur and Professional Astronomer Images
Credit: NASA, ESA, the Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA), and R. Gendler (Hubble Heritage Team)
GLPA Elections masthead: Supernova remnant E0102 explodes within the Small Magellanic Cloud
Credit: NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA)

As I write this summer message, I can say that it is finally
starting to feel more like spring and perhaps a bit of
summer even. The trees have leafed out and are blowing in
the Central Illinois wind. My husband Jeff keeps me up to
date on the variety of migrating birds visiting our feeders.
And of course we have bid farewell to the early sunsets and
the stars of the winter night sky. Spring has always been a
Waylena McCully season of change, and this spring has been no exception.
We begin our transition to summer with a change to our
Executive Committee:
After serving on the GLPA Executive Committee
for over 30 years, Bart Benjamin has stepped down from
his role as Publications Chair. We thank him for his many years of service, but we don’t say good-bye. In fact, we thank
him for his continuing service as he is continuing in his role as Newsletter Editor. Bart has done an excellent job at
embracing the changes in how we communicate with members, and I’ve always admired Bart for recruiting newer
members to assist in these communications. Thank you, Bart Benjamin!
Our new Publications Chair is Jackie Baughman. Jackie has been active as a member of the Publications Design
Subcommittee and as a co-administrator for the GLPA Instagram account. She’s been a planetarium artist and educator
since 2010, first at the Schouweiler Planetarium before its closure in 2016 and most recently at the Williamsville Spacelab
Planetarium in Williamsville, New York. Jackie looks forward to serving GLPA in this role and is pleased to still be
working with Bart. Welcome, Jackie Baughman!

President’s
Message

In case you missed the announcements, we are indeed still planning to meet in Kalamazoo this November for our annual
conference. It feels very good to type that — very good indeed!
We also have lined up our conferences for 2022 and 2023:

• In October 2022, we will meet in Buffalo, New York. Our co-hosts will be Mark Percy of the Williamsville Spacelab
Planetarium and Kevin Williams of the Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium.
• In June 2023, we will join the other regionals for a national conference in Bays Mountain, Tennessee. “Stars for All” is
the conference name, and Adam Thanz is our host.

(continued on page 22)
With over 52% of the U.S population now fully vaccinated,
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the summer of 2021 will clearly be much better than the
summer of 2020! COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are
significantly down, and the public’s hope is significantly up!
All this good news bodes well for GLPA’s fall conference in
Kalamazoo (November 10 - 13), which will almost surely be a
traditional in-person conference with a significant virtual
component. Read more about our recent discussion in the
minutes of GLPA’s Executive Committee meeting.
This issue of the GLPA Newsletter is the largest one of
the past six. In addition to Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht’s prepared
meeting minutes (page 29), Dan Tell and his Nominations
Committee have assembled a highly qualified slate of officers
for GLPA’s biennial elections (page 19). State News (page 5)
Bart Benjamin
134
and Kris McCall’s summary of a very successful WHIMMPZ
meeting (page 13) round out most of this summer issue’s copy.
I would also like to congratulate Jackie Baughman for her willingness to succeed me as Publications Chair. She
not only will continue to create wonderful newsletter covers (like that of the current issue), but she will now add her voice
and skillset to the decision making of GLPA’s Executive Committee. Thank you, Jackie!
Please note that the deadline for the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter is early August. Please submit your
facility reports to your State Chairs by the end of July. Have a wonderful summer!

Editor’s Message
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On May 1st, the states of Illinois,
Indiana, Wisconsin, and Minnesota
planetarians met virtually in the firstever WHIMMPZ meeting. See Kris
McCall’s short article on page 13 for
more on this.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

Tom Willmitch
ISU Planetarium
Normal, Illinois
trwillm@ilstu.edu

INDIANA:

Melinda O’Malley
PHM Planetarium
Mishawaka, Indiana
momalley@phm.k12.in.us

On May 12th, the Adler Planetarium in
Chicago celebrated its 91st birthday!
While it remains closed to the public for
the immediate future, they are hosting
limited capacity private events and investigating some popup museum experiences for the summer. They are also
taking advantage of the closure to replace their exterior
roof. [See photos on page 7]. Most recently replaced in
1940, the old lead-lined copper outer dome is overdue for
removal and is being replaced with a new copper and zinc
dome. Originally slated to start last spring, pandemicrelated financial uncertainties led Adler to delay the work
by a year. The dome work will run through the summer;
they will also replace the horizontal/flat roof in late
summer and fall.
The Cernan Earth and Space Center at Triton
College in River Grove continues to offer VFTs (virtual
field trips). Sometimes the audience is only 4 or 5 people,
but sometimes it’s been over a hundred. In addition to
schools, there have been a number of libraries and park
districts who have requested their services. They have also
been hosting and recording programs of the Chicago
Astronomical Society and posting their talks online. Wayne
Foster has proven to be an engaging speaker, even when
online. [See photo on page 6]. He has also been creating
short videos and posting weekly to the Cernan Center
YouTube channel, which can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/c/CernanEarthandSpaceCenter/
featured. [The subject of YouTube came up during the
WHIMMPZ meeting on May 1st, where it was strongly
encouraged that we should all subscribe to and watch the
YouTube channels of other facilities. Plus, when you reach
100 subscribers, you can get a custom link address (see
above) instead of a URL that looks like it was typed by
monkeys]. The staff just received word that they will be
able to host an in-person Rocket Camp for up to twelve
middle school students during the first week in July. Plans
for resuming in-person planetarium programming are
picking up speed. The staff hopes to “soft open” shows for
members, staff, and friends in late May and open to the

MICHIGAN: Paulette Epstein
Michigan Science Center
Detroit, Michigan
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com
OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Bowling Green, Ohio
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/ Jean Creighton
MINNESOTA: Manfred Olson Planetarium

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
jcreight@uwm.edu
BEYOND
THE
LAKES:

Mary Holt
Morrison Planetarium
San Francisco, California
mholt@calacademy.org
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public in early June.
The ISU Planetarium in Normal remains closed to the public due to the COVID-19 pandemic. No
reopening date has been set for the planetarium’s on-site programs. Meanwhile, the ISU Planetarium continues
to share astronomy and general science programs and activities on its website, Facebook page, and YouTube
Channel. Additionally, the planetarium has offered a series of Big Astronomy interviews and events through
Facebook. Educators and the public can find free programs on their YouTube Channel. These include a flat-screen version
of Legends of the Night Sky - Perseus and Andromeda and children’s shows exploring weather and the Moon. The shows
were generously provided by Joanne Young and Audio Visual Imagineering. [See photo below].
Parkland College in Champaign has put forth a plan to bring staff back to campus by the end of summer. The
planetarium staff hopes this means that the Staerkel Planetarium will have shows in the dome again starting in the fall.
The James B. Kaler Science Lecture Series just completed its first year of lectures through Zoom. Although lectures may
be in person in the fall, the staff is exploring the possibilities of streaming the lectures given in the dome. The planetarium
has mounted the Hubble Space Telescope 30th anniversary banner, and they look forward to offering events to unveil the
banner to the public and celebrate the Hubble’s accomplishments. The planetarium debuted its first show entirely in
Spanish on May 7th. The presenter is a Parkland instructor who is a native of Chile named Ricardo Covarrubias. He titled
the show, Noche de estrellas en Champaign.
As of the newsletter submission time, Peoria’s Dome Planetarium’s digital upgrade is in progress! The team
from E&S has arrived and is installing the six new laser phosphor projectors. [See photo below]. They are targeting May
22nd for their reopening date, just before the Peoria Riverfront Museum opens its big summer exhibition, T. Rex: The
Ultimate Predator. Illinois has just entered into a COVID-19 bridge phase, allowing more capacity in museum galleries,
but the planetarium will remain limited to seating about 35 until the six-foot distancing between groups is no longer
recommended. The staff intends to resume laser light shows this summer, and they hope conditions will allow them to
return to their evening date night style programming this fall. The Dome Planetarium continues to offer its virtual
programming as well, which you can follow on their Facebook page and YouTube channel, found at https://
www.facebook.com/DomePlanetarium and https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrw__8AnVeqhdDBpj2d0N-Q,
respectively.

Upper Left: The ISU Planetarium theater.
Left: At the Cernan Center, Wayne Foster manages a Zoom meeting
and serves as presenter for their YouTube channel.
Above: The early stages of projector installation at Peoria’s Dome
Planetarium.
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ADLER PLANETARIUM’S
DOME CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

Above: The Adler Planetarium’s original roof under construction in
the fall of 1929
Right: Adler’s first roof replacement on June 13, 1940

RECENT PHOTOS
Above Left: The condition of their domed roof before the second
replacement began, April 10, 2021
Above: Scaffolding going up around their dome, April 21, 2021
Left: Their slightly different than normal view of the Chicago
skyline, May 6, 2021
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A new intern has joined the team at the Evansville Museum of Arts, History & Science. Carlisle
Wishard, a graduate student working toward her Ph.D. in planetary sciences at Purdue University,
and who has a deep interest in the intersection of science research and community engagement, will
be presenting live shows and working on projects in the Museum’s Koch Immersive Theater and
Planetarium. [See photos below]. According to Mitch Luman, “Carlisle’s past museum experience
and research interests are a perfect fit for contributing to educating the public in a planetarium
environment.” The internship, which continues through mid-summer, receives support from the
Indiana Space Grant Consortium.

Ball State University’s Brown Planetarium in Muncie had over 1,000 students and teachers visit virtually during
the pandemic. Even with the virtual visit success, they excitedly welcomed small school groups back in the dome in May
2021. They are re-opening to the public in June 2021, with a new registration process that ensures physical distancing and
a safe environment for their guests. Brown Planetarium Director Dayna Thompson has been continuing to create monthly
episodes about variable stars alongside the American Association of Variable Star Observers. Visit https://
www.aavso.org/featured-variables for more information about the project, including free 2K fisheye downloads of the
episodes for digital planetariums. Going into summer, Ball State University concluded holding university classes in the
dome. It was a learning experience and an excellent way to utilize the dome to truly enhance astronomy and geography
courses. They used dome visuals and fulldome shows to immerse students in the course content. Geography used views of
Earth from space to study different aspects of geography, such as longitude and latitude, glacial sea ice changes over time,
and locations of volcanic activity. Finally, the Ball State Constellation Crew has been a fun and successful experience for
their physics and astronomy undergraduate and graduate students. The crew presented 23 programs live on Facebook with
an estimated reach of over 3,500 people. The Constellation Crew presentations are also available on the Brown
Planetarium YouTube page, with an additional 260 views and counting.
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Mark Reed and Steve Crawford from the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium continue
to plan for the in-person 2021 GLPA Conference scheduled for November 10-13. [See
page 15 for more information and photos].

Ohio and western Pennsylvania planetarians held their spring meeting virtually on Saturday,
May 1st. Host Suzie Dills welcomed participants and then recounted the history and present
state of the Hoover-Price Planetarium at the McKinley Museum in Canton. Matt Young led
off the papers by recounting the past and projected future of the Euclid High School
Planetarium. David Hurd described plans for observing the June 10th annular solar eclipse.
Katy Downing described her live programs at the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center. Dale
Smith enumerated under-the-dome activities and demos in his hybrid class at the BGSU
Planetarium. He also described aspects of Percival Lowell’s claims for canals on Mars and
Venus, including his efforts to show they were not illusions. A time of chat and sharing
concluded the meeting. [See group photo on page 10].
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht reports that the Ward Beecher Planetarium at
Youngstown State University remains closed to the public and private groups but is operating as a classroom for the
university. They are working on health and safety plans for reopening and hope to do a “soft” reopening in the summer to
limited private groups before reopening to the public in September. In the meantime, they are wrapping up their virtual
public show season with a Facebook live event sharing star stories from across the world. They are also offering virtual
field trips that have kept them busy this spring. Lastly, they wish graduating senior Elainie Huncik well as she journeys to
the University of Arkansas to pursue a Ph.D. in Astrophysics studying Planetary Science. She has been a joy to have
under the dome, making significant contributions to programing, both in person and online.
Joe DeRocher continues as the Physics Lab Coordinator for the Western Campus of Cuyahoga Community
College where he has been equipment and supply coordinator for physics/astronomy and Earth science labs for over ten
years. The virus caused all classes and nearly all labs to be taught online. Summer semester will bring back all students to
full face-to-face classroom labs.
The Appold Planetarium at Lourdes University in Sylvania has been closed to in-person visitors for the last
year. To stay in touch with their audience, Director Laura Megeath started the Dome from Home Club. Free to join, club
members receive emails every 2-3 weeks with links to videos and astronomy trivia. Laura has also been doing free virtual
field trips for area schools.
The Yahn Planetarium at Penn State Behrend in Erie is still closed to outside visitors. However, Director Jim
Gavio continues to offer astronomy classes to Behrend students in-person as well as virtual field trips to outside groups.
As the pandemic goes on, Jim hopes to transition to in-person visits this summer or fall. During the shutdown, Yahn has
replaced the main convex mirror used in their fulldome video system and Ash Enterprises has installed a new elevator on
the Spitz 512. Jim has also acquired some new fulldome shows that he hopes to have ready for the fall.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center in Bay Village has been doing live programs for small groups since August
2020. After a winter break, Planetarium Director Katy Downing started doing shows for family groups of no more than
six in February, and is now up to mixed groups of no more than nine. She has resurrected almost all of her previous live
programing. Twinkle Tots is still the most popular show for 0-3 year olds and families. Stellar Stars and Mini Missions are
two other shows that focus on planets and robotic space missions respectively. All her live shows have a rotating topic
schedule. In May, Katy got back one of her part-time presenters, which brings the presenting staff up to two, doing 12
shows a week. The Center is open to general admission Tuesday-Saturday.
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The Bowling Green State University Planetarium under Dale Smith wrapped up the academic
year by running the Mirage 3D program Natural Selection as its public show. Some schools and summer
camps have booked shows in May and June.

Spring meeting group
photo taken by Tiffany
Stone Wolbrecht.

The lobby remodel projects should be completed at the HorwitzDeRemer Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Slated projects
are a wallpaper accent wall, installation of soundproofing panels
around the dome half wall and behind the dome, and converting the
vestibule area into a mock-up of the ISS cupola area. [See photos
on page 11]. Hopefully, there are funds at the end of the school
year budget also to replace the cove lighting system and speakers
that were partially damaged from a major power surge in July
2020. Besides these projects, @hdplanetarium will be offering
public shows on Wednesdays and Saturdays throughout the
summer.
Minnesota Water Stories premieres in the Bell Museum’s Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium in
St. Paul, Minnesota in the summer of 2021. This live, interactive production explores our water challenges, current
research, and opportunities to help improve water quality by examining Minnesota’s three largest water basins. The Bell
Museum planetarium staff collaborated with researchers and planetarium professionals in these three water basins to
identify the storylines that will best connect people in each region to the water issues that are important to them. The show
will be in the Bell’s regular public schedule throughout the summer and will be available for school and public audiences
in planetariums around the state in fall of 2021.
The Manfred Olson Planetarium at UW-Milwaukee is producing Dodging Doom in July in honor of NASA’s
new planetary defense mission DART (Double Asteroid Redirection Test) on its way to near-Earth asteroid Didymos,
where it will attempt to alter the trajectory of the asteroid’s moonlet. This experiment will teach us how we can protect
our planet if a dangerous object was bound for impact. In early August, Shooting Stars and Meteor Showers will get the
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The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium’s
lobby remodeling project will convert
the vestibule area into a mock-up of
the ISS cupola area.

public ready for the Perseid meteor shower.
The L. E. Phillips Planetarium at UW–Eau Claire remains closed for the summer, but staff eagerly wait an
anticipated reopening in the fall semester of 2021.
The Soref Planetarium in the Milwaukee Public Museum has finished a new original production — Stargazers
of Africa — to go with is new exhibit on Nelson Mandela. They also made a fun, virtual mini-show called The Ultimate
Dependent Relationship! Earth & Sun. Next up — to finish A to Z Astronomy!
Morrison Planetarium at California Academy of Sciences in San
Francisco, California has reopened! They are still on a limited show
schedule and limited guest capacity, with 4 or 5 shows per day and a 50
guest limit. So far all is going smoothly and the team has been excited to
be back in the dome. Daily shows include Big Astronomy for most time
slots, as well as a live Tour of the Universe using OpenSpace. The
weekly Wednesday Tour of the Universe is also live streamed from the
planetarium out to the Academy’s Facebook and YouTube, as well as
Morrison’s Facebook and OpenSpace’s YouTube pages. California is
planning to remove the current COVID-19 tier system in mid June, but
no news yet on how this might affect operations across the museum.
The BIG news is that Buffalo, New York was selected to host the 2022 GLPA conference! Dr. Kevin Williams of
Buffalo State College’s Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium will be co-hosting what they desperately hope is a “normal”
conference in October of 2022. Their city’s scientific, artistic, and cultural attractions will be featured during this time
together, and the staff hopes that you will consider a return trip for E-day on April 8, 2024. School group presentations
increased steadily through the spring. As the end of the school year came into focus, teachers were increasingly interested
in the planetarium’s labs and programs even if they were virtual. Between the high school classes that are allowed inperson and virtual programs for other school buildings, Director Mark Percy was teaching up to 7 classes a day. Some
teachers even wanted recordings of the labs to use when he was already booked up which meant that Mark had finally
figured out how to be in two places at once! Their evening public programs soldiered on through the winter and spring. A
small but loyal group attended each month to learn about OSIRIS-Rex, Mythology, Meteorites, and the June 10th solar
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eclipse. Their newest presenter, Devon Dice-Jaffri, amazed people with her knowledge and
fascinating meteorite collection as she led her first class ever. Jackie Baughman is hoping to offer
summer programs for kids, and the whole “night crew” (including Steve Dubois and Tim Collins)
is desperately hoping NOT to have to work virtually in the fall. . . but time will tell.
Greetings from Adventure Science Center in Nashville, Tennessee! As of mid-May, their
city’s indoor capacity restrictions have eased, and they will double their maximum capacity from 55 to 110 out of the 166
seats. Shortly thereafter, Nashville lifted its indoor mask mandate! Now showing in the dome are Dark Universe and Big
Astronomy. July 1st begins a 6 month run of Space Explorers: ISS Experience. They’re excited for their audiences to see a
fulldome show filmed on the space station. Meanwhile they have been dipping their toes into laser show production. They
have three new and original shows featuring the music of Prince, Foo Fighters, and Taylor
Swift. If you’re interested in bringing any of these shows to your own dome, please get in
contact!
Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta, Georgia is winding down the school year,
with Science Tools and Techniques (STT) students learning both in-person and
virtually. One of the activities was learning about how solar energy warms water and soil,
and the differences in temperature. Students collected data and graphed their findings. A
SEEK infrared camera captured the fun. Sort of. [See photo ➞] A summer Lockheed
Camp is scheduled for the end of June, and they’re looking forward to the Artemis
activities on July 7th. The grounds and gardens remain open to the public, although the
exhibits, planetarium, and observatory are all still closed.
Asheville Museum of Science (AMOS) in Asheville, North Carolina will offer a
full range of summer camps including: Robotics & Engineering, Natural Explorers,
Space Investigators, Dino Dig, Food Science, and STEM It Up. The “Little Explorers
Club” (for ages 3 – 7) meets on first Fridays (live) and third Fridays (virtually). Online
programs include Virtual Field Trips and Ask a Scientist.
Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) in Rosman, North Carolina celebrated its annual Space Day
event on May 1st. It will offer a variety of 2- and 3-week Summer STEM and Space Camps including the scenario-based
Mission Control (Mars or Exoplanets) and the research-based Above & Beyond. Summer public special events will
feature: Space, Spies and Secrets, the Perseid Meteor Shower, and The Gas Giants. Construction continues on the Glenn
and Carol Arthur Planetarium at Mayland Community College’s Earth to Sky Park in Burnsville. [See photographs of the
site below]. Pandemic permitting, the facility will open this summer. The College has hired Blair Belt Clark as its
Planetarium and Horticultural Research Assistant. The planetarium will include a geodesic dome exterior, a large outdoor
honeycomb mural, and programs tied to the mission of the Park.
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WHIMMPZ MEETING DRAWS REGIONAL CROWD
submitted by Kris McCall
On May 1st, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Minnesota planetarians met virtually in the first-ever WHIMMPZ
meeting. For those who are wondering, WHIMMPZ stands for Wisconsin, Hoosiers, Illinois, Minnesota, and
Michigan Planetarium Zoom. We had as many as 46 people in the meeting at one time during which 18 papers
were presented, including several from Dr. Sara K. Schultz’s enthusiastic students from Minnesota State
University - Moorhead. It was very encouraging to see and hear what everyone is doing and meeting the next
generation of dome dwellers. Interested planetarians can follow this link:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/aolf3l8nvl2fp1u/AAAxgOJqk2t09fd-VanjxEz_a?dl=0
. . . which will take you to the agenda, group photos, chat text, and a minimally edited recording of the talks.
There is much to discover here, especially college students doing wonderful planetarium and virtual work.

Above: Group photo by Julieta Aguilera

Right: Group photo by Tom Willmitch
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The Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium staff (Mark Reed and Steve
Crawford) continue to plan for the in-person Fall 2021 GLPA Conference
scheduled (November 10-13) this fall.
They are hopeful that as more people are vaccinated, an in-person conference will
become a reality. Please keep an eye out for conference registration information and
announcements that will be posted over the summer. Their goal is to host a
wonderful and memorable conference where we can interact as we have in previous
years.
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Photos on this page courtesy of the Kalamazoo Valley Museum

BULLETIN BOARD
GLPA CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP
Each year since 2011, GLPA’s Executive Committee has awarded a pre-determined
number of scholarships for the next fall conference. Each scholarship waives the
registration fee and meal package for the award recipient.
Before applying, please read over the Conference Scholarship eligibility and
instructions webpage at https://glpa.org/conference_scholarship_eligibility.
Applicants should complete and submit the online application form at https://
glpa.org/conference_scholarship_application. Applications received by August
15th will receive full consideration. Applications received after August 15th may
still be considered at the discretion of the Scholarship Committee, contingent upon
availability of funds.

GLPA OBITUARIES PROJECT
The GLPA Obituaries page, which can be found at https://glpa.org/history-obituaries,
contains written obituaries of past GLPA members. The GLPA Historian welcomes
submissions to this GLPA Obituaries Project to document the professional
contributions of past GLPA members. Please send information about member deaths
(both recent and past) to Garry Beckstrom at garry@beckstromobservatory.com.
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G L PA E L E C T I O N S
CANDIDATES FOR GLPA OFFICES
Voting will occur at the Annual Business Meeting of the GLPA Conference in Kalamazoo, Michigan or by
absentee ballot following GLPA requirements. [Members not attending the conference can check a box when
they renew their membership or contact the Membership Chair by October 27th to request an absentee ballot].
Thanks to the great work of the Nominations Committee — Garry Beckstrom (MI), Katy Downing
(OH), Mitch Luman (IN), Mark Webb (IL), Sara Schultz (WIMPS), chaired by Dan Tell (Beyond the Lakes) —
GLPA has a great slate of candidates for the fall elections. The people below have accepted the nominations
from the committee:

President-Elect:
Paulette Epstein
Mark Percy
Secretary:
Jean Creighton
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht
Treasurer:
Mitch Luman
Shannon Schmoll
Inclusion and Outreach Officer:
Keith Davis
Mary Holt
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Candidate for President-Elect
Name: Paulette Epstein
Institution: Michigan Science Center, Detroit, Michigan
Email: Paulette.Epstein@mi-sci.org
Educational Experience:
• Bachelors of Science in Physics from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
• Broward College Buehler Intern
Current and Past Service to GLPA:
• GLPA Membership Chair (2016-Present)
• Michigan State Chair (2019-Present)
• Michigan State Meeting Host (2019)
• Yearly paper presentations since 2016
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of:
• Association of Science and Technology Centers (ASTC)
• International Planetarium Society (IPS)
• Association of Science and Technology Centers (ASTC)
• International Planetarium Society (IPS)
Honors and Achievements:
• GLPA Fellow
• 2016 TEDxDetroit Alum
• NASA Solar System Ambassador
Statement: I went to my first GLPA in 2009 while in college and the organization helped to shape my career path. After a
year as the Broward College Buehler intern, I wanted to return to the GLPA region and really get involved. In 2016, I took
over as GLPA Membership Chair. I have loved being part of GLPA and will continue to be part of the organization for
many years to come.
If elected as President-Elect, I would continue driving our organization towards diversity and inclusion. I want
everyone who joins the organization to feel like they belong as part of GLPA and continue to grow our organization.
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Candidate for President-Elect
Name: Mark Percy
Institution: Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium, Williamsville, New York
Email: mpercy@williamsvillek12.org
Educational Experience:
• BA (Chemistry/Education), University at Buffalo
• MSEd (Earth Science Education), SUNY/ Buffalo State
• Postgraduate coursework in Education and Astronomy at UB and SUNY/Buffalo State
• Blender Training, Novice and Advanced, Weber State University, 2009 & 2010
• Various online training in Astronomy and Planetarium operations (ongoing)
Current and Past Service to GLPA:
• Host of the 2022 GLPA Conference, Member of the Technology Committee
• Paper and poster presentations at GLPA conferences
• Attended most GLPA conferences while serving as Planetarium Director
• Adapted Dayle Brown’s Skylore: Orion book into planetarium shows and made them freely available to other
institutions
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of:
• International Planetarium Society (member of the Education Committee)
• Middle Atlantic Planetarium Society (member of the Education Committee)
• International Dark Sky Association
• Buffalo Astronomical Association; Penn-Dixie Paleontological Park and Nature Reserve
• Challenger Learning Center – O/N/E counties
• Founder of the Planetarium Association of Western New York
• Founder of the Buffalo Eclipse Consortium
Honors and Achievements:
• Winner IPS 2019 Pages of Stars contest
• Keynote speaker at the 2017 Stars, Space and Future Conference in Turks & Caicos
• National Association of Geosciences Teachers Eastern Section State Award for Excellence in Earth Science
Teaching 2014
• Buffalo Astronomical Association College of Fellows Achievement Award for leading the region-wide efforts to
observe the 2012 Transit of Venus
• Host for March 2011 Mini-MAPS conference in Western New York
• Air Force Association 2005 New York State Aerospace Education Teacher of the Year
Statement: I have been involved with leadership of numerous organizations including the Boy Scouts, the Buffalo
Eclipse Consortium, the Planetarium Association of Western New York, countless stage productions, school committees,
and more. In all cases, leadership meant convincing and coercing people into helping the organization move forward.
Everyone is busy and nobody wants to take on additional responsibilities. And then there is GLPA. It is truly amazing to
see so many talented and highly qualified people that are motivated to pitch in and do something for the well-being of the
group.
I am once again honored to have an opportunity to do my part. Serving in the leadership of GLPA would allow me
to give back to the organization that has helped me in countless ways. GLPA has fantastic “human resources” and has
been moving steadily to become more inclusive and diversified. As President, I would strive to include more of our
talented members in ways that promote meaningful improvements. Members of GLPA don’t need to be convinced to help,
they just need an outlet. I am hoping the membership will afford to me that chance, and in turn, I will strive to create
opportunities for more of our members to contribute.
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Candidate for Secretary
Name: Jean Creighton
Institution: UW-Milwaukee Manfred Olson Planetarium/Physics, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Email: jcreight@uwm.edu
Educational Experience:
• B.Sc. Physics (Hon) University of Athens, Greece
• M.Sc. Astronomy Saint Mary’s University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
• Ph.D. Astrophysics University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
Current and Past Service to GLPA:
• Chair of Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota Planetarium Society
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of:
• IPS
Honors and Achievements:
• 2017 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System Academic Staff Excellence Award — Individual
• 2012 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Academic Staff Excellence Award
• Fellow of the GLPA
• NASA Airborne Astronomy Ambassador
Statement: I am invested in making our planetariums welcoming to all members of our communities. I also would like to
combine the celebration of our understanding of the cosmos with advocating for the health of our own planet.

President’s Message

(continued from page 3)

I know I’m not alone in looking forward to meeting in person again. I have to say, though, that the online multi-state
meeting on May 1st was one of the better online gatherings I’ve attended so far this year. Thanks to Kris McCall and
Wayne Foster for hosting! Several presentations focused on different ways to reach students and public audiences through
video, primarily YouTube. In the chat discussions, it was suggested by Dayna Thompson that we should all support each
other by subscribing to channels of other planetaria. I went on a spree that evening subscribing to all the ones I could think
of. So if you have a spare moment on a cloudy evening, check out the YouTube channels of fellow planetaria, and hit that
“subscribe” button.
With vaccines widely available for all adults, this summer season is looking up. I hope to resume a past-time of
mine, which is driving to visit neighboring planetaria and check out their programs. Some of my neighboring domes are
still closed like mine, but a few are open. If your dome is open for summer programming and is near any of my summer
stomping grounds, don’t be too surprised if I show up. One of my greatest joys over the years has been watching my
colleagues thrive under their own planetarium skies!
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Candidate for Secretary
Name: Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht
Institution: Ward Beecher Planetarium, Youngstown, Ohio
Email: tiffany.wolbrecht@gmail.com
Educational Experience:
• BS in Physics, minor in mathematics from Penn State Behrend
• MEd in Secondary Instruction from Edinboro University
Current and Past Service to GLPA:
• Served as GLPA Secretary, providing transparency through meeting minutes
• Advocated for Child Care Grants at GLPA conferences to remove barriers for parents
• Attended every state, regional, and national conference in my years as a GLPA member, bringing along 3 new
and active GLPA members so far
• Served on GLPA’s nomination committee (2016)
• Paper and/or workshop contributions every year since 2015
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of:
• Great Lakes Planetarium Association
• International Planetarium Society
• American Astronomical Society (Committee for the Status of Women)
• Mahoning Valley Astronomical Society
Honors and Achievements:
• GLPA Fellow (2020)
• ACEAP Ambassador (2018)
• YSU Distinguished Service Award (2019)
• Big Astronomy leadership team (2018 – present)
Statement: It has been an honor to serve GLPA as Secretary in the last two years. In this time, I am beginning to really
understand how beloved our community is and how hard so many people work to make GLPA a great organization we
can all benefit from. I enjoy serving as your “transparency officer” by providing detailed notes of meetings and engaging
in candid conversations with my fellow members. I would love to continue serving and working on ways to empower
members to share their expertise with the GLPA community. Please reach out to me questions or comments via phone or
email. I hope to see you all in person in the fall!
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Candidate for Treasurer
Name: Mitch Luman
Institution: Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium, Evansville, Indiana
Email: mluman@emuseum.org
Educational Experience:
• Bachelor of Science in Professional Education from The Ohio State University
• Certificate in Management, University of Southern Indiana
Current and Past Service to GLPA: I have been a GLPA member for over 40 years. During that time, I have attended
numerous conferences, where I have presented papers, displayed posters, and conducted workshops. I have had the
pleasure to host several state meetings at my current dome, which my Indiana colleagues have generously attended despite
my location in in the far south of the state. During the period 1989-2002, I served as Curator of the GLPA Slide Bank, at a
time where I was fortunate to have been able to get to know and work directly with a large cross section of GLPA
members.
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of: I am a longtime member of both the IPS,
International Dark Sky Association, and the Astronomical League. I own a 20-inch telescope and I know how to use it. I
take great pleasure in giving back to the museum/planetarium industry as a Field Reviewer for the Institute of Museum
and Library Services and as a Site Surveyor for the American Association of Museums. I am past President, Secretary and
Treasurer of our local nature preserve and a two-term Treasurer of our local astronomical society. I am past President of
our County Sewer District, an appointed member of our local and Environmental Protection Agency Board, Greenway
Advisory Board, and Emergency Management Advisory Council, where, along with other members, I approve
departmental expenditures. As Director of Science Experiences at the Evansville Museum, I direct the operation of our
digital planetarium, while also teaching astronomy as an adjunct professor at our local college.
Honors and Achievements: For my twelve years of service on the GLPA Audio-Visual Resources Committee serving in
the capacity as Curator of the GLPA Slide Bank, I was honored as the recipient of the 2002 GLPA Service Award.
Statement: Hello. I’m Mitch Luman, candidate for Treasurer. The pandemic has had devastating consequences for so
many people. For me, one of the benefits of the last year has been to reflect on those organizations to which I belong and
see if there were areas where I might contribute. It would be my privilege to work toward the benefit of our organization
by serving on our Executive Committee as your Treasurer. If elected I will put a chicken in every pot and two cars in
every garage. Oh wait, Herbert Hoover promised that! Let me just say that I will devote myself to the task at hand, pay
our bills on time, track our finances, file our taxes, process your dues in a timely manner and provide a swift response to
any needs that you might have. I will not let anyone down.
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Candidate for Treasurer
Name: Shannon Schmoll
Institution: Abrams Planetarium, East Lansing, Michigan
Email: schmolls@msu.edu
Educational Experience:
• B.S. in Physics
• B.S. in Astronomy
• M.S. in Astronomy and Astrophysics
• PhD in Astronomy and Astrophysics and Education
• Certificate in Museum Studies
Current and Past Service to GLPA:
• Michigan State Chair (past) (2016-2020)
• 2018 Conference Host
• Astronomy Update Presenter (2019, 2020)
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of:
• GLPA
• IPS
Honors and Achievements:
• GLPA Fellow
• IPS Education Committee Chair
• IPS DEI Committee Member
• NSF AISL Grant Co-PI for the Big Astronomy Project, Research Lead
• IMLS Museums for America Grant PI
• NASA Team RORR II Grant PI
• Astronomy in Chile Educator Ambassador Program, 2015 cohort
• American Association of Physics Teachers 2012 Outstanding Teaching Assistan
• Community Champion Award for the Greater Lansing Visitors Bureau, February 2017
Statement: GLPA is a very special organization. It is a place where I have found camaraderie with my fellow
planetarians, explored new ideas, learned new ways of teaching astronomy to the public, and gained amazing lifelong
friends. I know I can always come to the community for support and advice. Because the community gives me so much, I
want to make sure I can give back. I am honored to be running for Treasurer so I may have an opportunity to support our
community from the Executive Committee.
As host of the 2018 conference, I managed the finances and budget of that conference. I worked with others on
the Executive Committee to set the conference fees, make sure we were able to pay all our bills on time, and not go over
budget. As a result, I have some experience already with aspects of the GLPA budget and finances.
However, being Treasurer is more than managing budgets and filing taxes on time. It is also being aware of what
assets we have in order to invest funds in a way that benefits our members and advances our goals for planetaria. As
Treasurer, I will work with the Executive Committee to find ways we can support innovative projects from members,
support new Diversity, Equity and Inclusion initiatives within GLPA, and other ways of making sure GLPA works for its
members as much as its members work for GLPA.
Thank you for your consideration. It would be an honor to serve you.
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Candidate for Inclusion and Outreach Officer
Name: Keith W. Davis
Institution: University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana
Email: kdavis10@nd.edu
Educational Experience:
• BS Applied Mathematics (1999)
• MS (2003)
• Ph.D. Physics (2007)
Current and Past Service to GLPA
• Host 2010 Annual Meeting
• Nominations Committee.
• Assisted with GLiPsA
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of
• Great Lakes Planetarium Association
• International Planetarium Society
Honors and Achievements
• Fellow, GLPA (2019)
Statement: The addition of an Inclusion and Outreach Officer to GLPA is a call to action from the GLPA community to
create a planetarium community that accepts and affirms everyone. It recognizes the science that has repeatedly
demonstrated that we are all better when everyone is at the table. When we reach beyond our borders, whether
geographical or personal, we will have deeper and richer ideas, more creativity, and greater richness of life. But I will not
forget the “O” in I and O, as outreach must be a core part of institutions. Institutions must maintain a constant visible
presence not only to claim space amongst the daily information firehose but by making the case for their viability,
relevance, and worthiness for their space in our lives. I will be a voice to the Executive Committee to remind us that we
must make space for the knowledge and lives of others, a voice to the members about the work of other institutions, and a
voice to the public about the worth and value of the Great Lakes Planetarium Association.
Since hosting GLPA’s annual meeting in 2010, I’ve maintained an active role within GLPA by serving on the
nomination committee twice, and by helping to organize and frequently presenting at GLIPsA. In recognition of these
activities and other work, I was recognized as a fellow in 2019. Regarding inclusion, my work includes joining Dr.
Shannon Schmoll’s committee to develop the Member Survey on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion before the 2018 annual
meeting, and I currently sit on the International Planetarium Society’s Equity Diversity and Inclusion committee. At my
home institution, the University of Notre Dame, I took the opportunity to join Seeking Educational Equity and Diversity
in the 2019-2020 academic year. SEEDs is a challenging, but rewarding look at your personal relationship with
differences among your colleagues that I can honestly say has likely changed my life.
All of these experiences have prepared me to work with the Executive Committee to make GLPA a place that is
valuable to all of its members. I want our members of all races, ages, religions, sexualities, genders, abilities, and personal
histories to feel like GLPA is as much theirs as it is mine. I will also reach beyond our metaphorical borders to strengthen
the planetarium community and its place in the world. If elected, I will focus on three major activities: introspection
regarding our role in the lives of our members via surveys and listening sessions; education via adaptations of programs
like SEED; and communication by highlighting the work of GLPA and the work of our members via social media
platforms and by coordinating with other peer institutions. I humbly ask for your support for I & O officer in 2021.
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Candidate for Inclusion and Outreach Officer
Name: Mary Holt
Institution: California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, California
Email: mholt@calacademy.org
Educational Experience:
• General Associates from Lansing Community College, 2010
• Bachelor of Science in Astronomy & Astrophysics from University of Michigan, 2013
Current and Past Service to GLPA:
• Beyond the Lakes Chair (2017-present)
• Presented a paper and/or poster at every GLPA conference since becoming a member in 2017
Please list any organizations that you are currently a member of:
• International Planetarium Society (IPS) [2021-present]
• Pacific Planetarium Association (PPA) [member: 2018-present, Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility
(IDEA) Committee member: 2020-present]
• California Academy of Sciences (CAS) IDEA Committee [member 2018-present, Core Team member 2020present, Indigenous Solidarity subcommittee member 2020-present]
• CAS Staff Advisory Council [member 2017-present, Secretary 2019-2020]
Honors and Achievements:
• I hit the milestone of 10 years in the planetarium field last fall!
• Award for Excellence in Astronomy Education and Outreach from the U-M Department of Astronomy 2013
• Consistently attended every GLPA since 2017, including Mini-LIPS
Statement: I am honored and thrilled to be running for the Inclusion & Outreach Officer position on the GLPA Executive
Committee. During my almost 4 years as Beyond the Lakes (BtL) Chair, I’ve had the opportunity to build this GLPA
region from the ground up, since it had not been an official GLPA “state” before that time. It was also my first year as an
official member of GLPA when I was voted Chair, but was excited to dive in head first to GLPA leadership! I’m proud of
the progress we’ve made in BtL over those years, such as having regular quarterly meetings and having consistent entries
in the GLPA Newsletter. I was already thinking about ways to grow my experience in GLPA leadership, so it is rather
fortuitous that this Inclusion & Outreach Officer position was created starting this voting year. I have been involved in
DEIA work at my workplace for a few years now, but have deepened this involvement greatly over the past year and a
half, and along with my involvement my passion for Inclusion & Outreach has grown. It’s a lot of hard work to advocate
for inclusion and to be successful at effective outreach, but I think these actions and topics are some of the most important
for any organization. If elected I will try my best to expand GLPA’s reach to planetarians that have been underrepresented
in the past and the present, and offer support for existing GLPAns so they feel welcome and able to grow their passion for
science education and astronomy with as few barriers as possible, no matter their background. Thank you for taking the
time to read this statement!
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GLPA Executive Committee Meeting
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
April 10, 2021
Present: Geoff Holt (Past President/Conference Registrar), Waylena McCully (President), Dan Tell (President-Elect),
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht (Secretary), Steve Burkland (Treasurer), Mike Smail (International Planetarium Society
Representative), Bart Benjamin (Publications Chair), Renae Kerrigan (Conference Planning Chair), Paulette Epstein
(Membership Chair), Peggy Hernandez (Education Chair), Tom Dobes (Technology Chair), Kris McCall (Development
Chair).

Observing: Mark Reed (Conference Host), Steve Crawford (Conference Host/Deputy Conference Planning Chair), Cheri
Adams (Former Treasurer), Mark Percy (Potential Conference Host 2022), Kevin Williams (Potential Conference Host
2022).

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m. EDT on Saturday, April 10, 2020, Waylena McCully Presiding.

Approval of Minutes: Dan Tell moved to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes from the October
10, 2020 GLPA Executive Committee Meeting. Paulette Epstein seconded. The motion carried.

Committee Reports
Treasurer Report (Steve Burkland and Cheri Adams):
Financial Report. Due to social distancing requirements in the COVID-19 health crisis, Cheri Adams and Steve Burkland
have been unable to meet in person and transfer names on the accounts. Until the time they can satisfy these requirements,
Cheri works closely with Steve Burkland on some of the duties of Treasurer.
Steve reviewed the balances of GLPA’s accounts:

Steve Burkland explained that checking account expenses were largely advertisements and newsletter publications. Then
he reviewed Virtual Conference expenses and revenue:
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Steve Burkland pointed out that, unlike previous years, there was very little change in the account from the previous year,
to be expected since the 2020 GLPA conference was virtual. Waylena McCully commented that the numbers puts GLPA
on sure footing going into a world of uncertainty for the fall 2021 conference.
Steve Burkland updated the committee on the transfer of account. Cheri was vaccinated and Steve Burkland
would be vaccinated soon and could finally travel to Ohio to transfer names on the GLPA accounts.
Cheri thanked everyone for their support during the lengthy transition period. Cheri met with her accountant about
doing GLPA taxes again. Cheri recommended Steve meet the accountant and continue working with her for GLPA taxes.
Cheri bid everyone farewell and left the meeting.

Conference Planning Report (Renae Kerrigan):
Waylena McCully thanked Renae Kerrigan for her tremendous effort in planning and hosting GLPA’s 2020 virtual
conference. She also thanked Wayne and Kris McCall for getting the goody boxes together and Tom Dobes and his team
and Geoff Holt and everyone who worked hard to make the conference come together. Waylena commented that the 2020
virtual conference captured the spirit of GLPA. Renae thanked Tom and Geoff again for their efforts allowing the
conference to run smoothly.
Conference Planning Guidelines Update. Renae, Steve Crawford, and Geoff have been meeting regularly to update the
Conference Planning Guidelines for several months. They have updated the information, language and formatting, and
associated forms to make the document as useful as possible to future host sites.
Update on 2021 Conference. Renae reported that the GLPA 2021 conference is currently being planned for in person in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. Renae relayed other remarks from conference hosts Mark Reed and Steve Crawford.
-Registration costs could change a lot due to great uncertainty as facilities reopen from the pandemic closures
-Hosts accounted for the Child Care Support scholarship in their budget that was voted for last year
-Hosts will make concrete steps for inclusivity and offer a Mother’s Room in the conference spaces along with
non-gendered restrooms
Renae handed it off the Mark for further comments about the fall conference. Mark said the conference food costs look set
but with such uncertainty, he would confirm in a few more weeks. With everyone getting vaccinated, it looks like the inperson conference will happen but GLPA will need to focus on promotion to encourage people to come. Mark also
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commented that the GLPA Executive Committee should look at how they have committed to support the conference such
as meal subsidies and scholarships and those should be factored into the equation.
Renae asked if anyone wanted the refresher on the images of the conference spaces. Steve said he had an
additional new image of where conference registration would reside.
Renae noted that the conference budget was in good shape because of the work the Conference Planning
Committee and hosts put in last year.
Conference Notebook Website. Renae reported that Steve Crawford is making a conference website for a digital
notebook that will be used at the 2021 conference. Renae commented on her hopes that it will be easier for delegates to
use and navigate.
Hybrid Option. Renae said GLPA will need a hybrid option for the 2021 conference and she spoke to Tom about the
possibilities. Tom said he believed it could work using Zoom. Because streaming has already been set up for previous
conferences, the main challenge would be in allowing virtual delegates to speak. Tom said the tech team could project
virtual speakers onto a projection screen and mirror that for online streaming but it will require more staff including
additional virtual hosts and zoom moderator. Renae suggested that they send out a survey to see who plans to attend in
person or virtually. Geoff suggested the survey should be sent soon so we can forecast registration costs and that the
options should not be binary because people may not have made up their minds yet whether they will attend in person.
Renae commented that one of the most popular aspects of the 2020 virtual conference was the “goody box”
mailed to delegates and that GLPA would likely want to do this for their virtual delegates. Steve Burkland commented that
the goody boxes for 2020 totaled at $2,461.92 and masks were $700 of that total.
Mark said that members will likely ask if this virtual/in-person hybrid conference option will be offered in future
years. There was general agreement that the decision could be made after seeing how the 2021 conference plays out.
Dan suggested GLPA reach out to sponsors to see if they would be interested in a virtual sponsorship package
add-on to support the virtual component of the conference with opportunities to promote their brand to virtual delegates.
Mike suggested GLPA could send out non-dome sponsor presentations to virtual delegates. Tom pointed out there could
be copyright concerns but he could stream those presentations to Zoom only, not YouTube or anywhere publicly. Dan
emphasized making the virtual sponsorship and add-on because GLPA does not have a history of streaming sponsor
sessions.
Waylena commented that it would be good to have the survey ready before the state meetings. Renae said she
would work on the survey for fall conference delegates and send around for feedback soon.
Steve Burkland asked how many people attended the 2020 virtual conference. Renae replied, 139 delegates and
18 sponsors, more than some in-person GLPA conferences. Steve Burkland commented that the value of a hybrid
conference is getting new attendees.
Renae mentioned conference registration typically opens usually at the beginning of June but the Executive
Committee talked about delaying it until early July this year since the conference is a bit later into November. Mark Reed
commented this could cause problems for those in facilities with a fiscal year ending June 30. Geoff replied we could add
a note to members that pre-registration could be offered to those who need it on a case-by-case basis and Geoff could
handle that as registrar.
Renae asked if there was anything else to discuss on the virtual conference.
Renae said the Conference Planning Committee would work hard to try to get registration ready by the typical
time in June and it could be decided later when it is best to open registration, noting that sponsor levels and information
for the conference website would need to be complete in May.
The Committee took a break at 12:19 p.m. EDT and reconvened at 12:37 p.m.
2022 Conference. At the Fall 2020 conference, the Executive Committee discussed whether to extend the conference in
2022, starting on Tuesday night and ending early on Saturday with only having breakfast, door prizes, storytelling, and
banner. Renae asked the committee if she should direct the 2022 host to follow this schedule.
Tiffany pointed out that it was a large minority, 45% of survey respondents wanted the extended conference.
Geoff said that GLPA could add a half conference option for those who need more flexibility or attend the entire extended
conference.
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Mike Smail moved for a new GLPA conference schedule to begin Tuesday evening and end early Saturday
beginning with the Fall 2022 conference. Dan Tell seconded. The motion carried.
The Executive Committee also discussed having single day registration as an option. Renae pointed out the meal plan
would need to be broken up by days as well and this could make logistics more complicated for the Registrar.
Tom said the meal costs and registration costs would likely need to be separated and additional considerations are
the members interested in the virtual conference. Tom also argued that the conference costs should not be an exact
percentage of the conference members register for because additional fees will be needed to cover the logistical efforts of
offering these options.
Steve Burkland pointed out the need for quorum at the conference business meeting as well as healthy attendance
to sponsor demonstrations. Renae pointed out the registrar has granted partial registration in the past on a case-by-case
basis and asked if the Executive Committee thought the members needed an official partial registration option in response
to the new Tuesday to Saturday schedule or if registrar should continue offering it only to those members who request it.
Tiffany pointed out the Executive Committee discussed before the possibility of offering two half-registration
options such as Tuesday to Thursday or Thursday to Saturday rather than a day-by-day registration option. This could
address concerns about quorum and sponsor engagement. There was general agreement this could work better with
Paulette Epstein pointing out the business meeting could occur on the Thursday overlap day.
Mike suggested providing these additional options could be simplified by including meals in registration costs as
many other conferences do. Renae asked Geoff if he had an idea of how many people each year opt out of the meal plan.
Geoff responded with just a few, maybe 5 members or so. Renae asked if anyone had concerns about including meals with
registration. Dan mentioned the need to offer options for those with dietary restrictions. There was general agreement that
meals should be included with the registration fee and a breakdown of those costs could be provided for any member who
requests that information.
Renae asked for clarification on whether the Executive Committee wanted to offer partial registration beginning
with the 2022 conference. Dan pointed out that the Executive Committee has been discussing a partial conference option
for five years and suggested it was time to make it official. There was general agreement to offer a partial registration
option beginning in 2022.
Mark Reed asked if the Friday night banquet would still be a separate cost. There was general agreement that this
expense should remain separate from registration cost.
Mark Percy and Kevin Williams joined the meeting at 12:58 p.m. EDT.
2022 Conference Proposals. Mark Percy and Kevin Williams present their proposal to the committee for two teaching
planetariums in Buffalo, New York including the following remarks:
-Two school planetariums, Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium seats 75 visitors, Whitworth Ferguson
Planetarium seats 48
- The schedule accommodates all delegates in the planetarium in sessions
- Bussing is planned for with plenty of time to get between locations
- Could have a trip to Niagara Falls nearby
Geoff asked if students would be on-site during the conference and if there would be parking for delegates who wanted to
drive. Ken said yes, parking could be blocked off at both sites and bussing would also be available. Mark said that
students would be around during much of the conference, remarking his belief that this is a great reason to showcase a
teaching planetarium.
Mark Percy and Kevin Williams left the meeting at 1:18 p.m. EDT.
Paulette presented her proposal for the Michigan Science Center including the following remarks:
- IMAX Dome seats 238, Planetarium seats 120. Flat screen theater seats 185, plus two 40 seat classrooms.
Vendor hall on site.
- Hotel not yet identified, but expected to be a 5 to 10-minute bus ride
- Other nice attractions nearby
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Kris asked if Paulette had any idea of hotel costs. Paulette said motor city would be approximately $135 or $145 for the
closer Renaissance Hotel.
Renae noted that the Executive Committee needed to vote on conference location at the current meeting. She
pointed out that both bids will require bussing. Tiffany pointed out that Michigan has hosted many conferences recently.
Kris said that GLPA conferences have also been at large facilities in recent years. Dan noted the importance of having a
model for smaller planetariums to host a GLPA conference successfully. Renae added that both potential sites expressed
interested in hosting GLPA in the future if they did not win the 2022 bid.
The Committee took a break at 1:36 p.m. EDT and reconvened at 1:56 p.m.
Dan Tell moved to accept the conference hosting bid from Buffalo for the 2022 GLPA conference. Tiffany Stone
Wolbrecht seconded. The motion carried.
2023 Conference. In 2023, SEPA and MAPS were planning a joint conference at Bays Mountain Park and Planetarium in
Kingsport, Tennessee. Renae met with conference host Adam Thanz about GLPA possibly joining for a national
conference and he was enthusiastic about the idea and give the committee the following details:
- 330 to 350 delegates total could fit at the facility (Pleiades was between 375 to 400 delegates)
- the planetarium seats 110, so some dome sessions would have to be tripled but there were plans to accommodate
- other session rooms could seat 200 and there is a large vendor hall
- if the GLPA Executive Committee is interested, Adam agreed to talk with SEPA/MAPS about the idea
- conference would occur in June
Renae also noted that she reached out to Sally and Sarah at the Bell Museum in Saint Paul, Minnesota about possibly
hosting the 2023 GLPA conference because they had previously expressed interest. She had not yet heard back.
The committee discussed joining the SEPA/MAPS conference at Bays Mountain detailing what aspects of the
conference would be important to keep such as the GLPA business meeting, Spitz lecturer, and Astronomy Update. Geoff
commented that GLPA should try to be flexible as the organization is joining an already planned conference.
Geoff asked if the hotel is walking distance from the conference site. Renae said yes, Bays Mountain is a nice
facility in a park with dark skies and an observatory. She also noted that the banquet speaker would be a storyteller.
Waylena said there were a lot of pros and cons to consider which would only matter if the other regional
organizations wanted GLPA to join. She said she believed the joint conference would be a benefit to GLPA members
overall, commenting on how positive virtual conferences have been for networking with new people.
Kris asked if the committee should survey membership. Renae said there was a post conference survey after the
2017 Pleiades national conference and most respondents said they would like a national conference every 5 years or less.
Steve Burkland told Renae that he would help with financial projection if she needed it. Renae thanked Steve.
2024 Conference. Renae noted that 2024 was still open for bids with Michigan Science Center and Bell Museum possibly
being interested.
Waylena thanked Renae for her phenomenal service as Conference Planning Chair.
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Membership Report (Paulette Epstein):
Paulette Epstein reported a sharp decrease in GLPA members, likely due to the optional membership renewal for the 2020
virtual conference. There were fewer new members and fewer students and fewer seniors. There was also a decrease in the
number of schools and domeless delegates.
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Presidents Report (Waylena McCully):
Waylena McCully thanked the committee for their hard work and dedication to GLPA during a very strange period in
modern history. She complimented the success of the 2020 virtual conference and expressed hope for normalcy soon as
vaccination rates rise and planetariums begin cautious re-openings.
Pandemic and Post-pandemic Support for Members. Waylena, referring to reports on social media suggesting that
many planetariums were reopening successfully at reduced capacity, asked if the committee wanted to survey membership
to assess current status of their facilities. Renae Kerrigan said she could include this in the survey she sends out to
members about the 2020 conference.
GLPA Zoom Account. Waylena asked the committee if there was an ongoing need for the GLPA Zoom account outside
of the conference. There was discussion around how the GLPA Zoom account could be used outside of the conference.
Waylena suggested occasional virtual hospitality suites, SIG gatherings, professional development presentations. Peggy
Hernandez said the GLPA Zoom account could support the Education Committee’s Professional Learning Community
events. Dan Tell mentioned he wanted to use it for nominations committee meetings in the past but the Zoom account was
not available. Dan said it would be useful for subcommittee meetings.
The committee supported a year-round active Zoom account both for the fall conference and for general use.
Steve Burkland asked Waylena if there were any changes to the President’s budget. Waylena said no, noting that
the conference budget from last year would be carried over to this year.
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Inclusion and Outreach Officer. Waylena asked the committee to review the duties of the new office and envision how
roles among the committee will interact with the new Inclusion and Outreach Officer.
Tasks. Waylena reminded the committee to review the task list items, update existing task statuses, and reassign existing
tasks to new position holders where applicable.

President-elect’s Report (Dan Tell):
Dan Tell reported the Scholarship Committee has not yet been formed. Assembly of this committee will start in late spring
or early summer of 2021 to prepare for the 2021 conference.
Dan asked the committee if they wanted to approve 10 scholarships for the 2021 conference as done in years past.
Renae moved the Executive Committee to approve 10 scholarships for the 2021 GLPA conference, the equivalent of
10 meals and 10 registrations. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht seconded. The motion carried.
Dan asked the committee if they wanted to reappropriate the same money this year that was allotted for Child Care Grants
last year.
Geoff Holt moved to rollover the 2020 conference Child Care Grants budget for up to $2,250 to the 2021
conference. Peggy Hernandez seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Dan noted that Tiffany would join the committee to help evaluate the applications for the Child Care Grants this year.
Geoff asked Tiffany if she would like him to draft up wording for this program for the GLPA website. Tiffany agreed to
send Geoff language from other organizations on this topic so that Geoff could draft something for feedback.
Dan Tell formed the Nominations Committee following the October 2020 virtual conference. The Nominations
Committee with a member from each of GLPA’s primary states was as follows: Garry Beckstrom (MI), Katy Downing
(OH), Mitch Luman (IN), Mark Webb (IL), Sara Schultz (WIMPS), chaired by Dan Tell (Beyond the Lakes).
The Committee came up with several fine potential candidates and after personal conversations the following
agreed to nomination for the 2021 ballot:
President-elect:
Mark Percy
Paulette Epstein

Treasurer:
Shannon Schmoll
Mitch Luman

Secretary:
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht
Jean Creighton

Inclusion and Outreach Officer:
Keith Davis
Mary Holt

Dan reported that candidates are still being identified for state chair positions with more results expected after state
meetings. Sally Brummel had agreed to run for WIMPS Chair and Jackie Baughman may be interested in Beyond the
Lakes Chair. Overall, Dan noted, serving on the Nominations Committee was an extremely encouraging experience,
speaking to so many members who, even if they did not feel they had the available time to commit to GLPA office, still
spoke highly of the meaning and value GLPA brought to their professional and personal lives.

Past President’s Report (Geoff Holt):
Handbook. Geoff Holt reported his review of the entire handbook, addressing comments and suggested changes. Geoff
noted that there was still a lot to do to update the Conference Planning Handbook and that will take place in the future.
Geoff was working with Tom Dobes to correct some links in the Google Docs that do not work in the embedded page.
Geoff asked Paulette if the Membership section of the handbook had been updated. She said no and that there was
a lot of work there to do to get it updated with the current technology used by the membership chair. Geoff said he would
reach out to those related to membership to establish regular meetings to get the handbook updated.
Geoff asked if the handbook still needed the page that includes the duties of the Print Materials Curator. All
materials have been digitized and the Technology Chair handles the technological side of distribution of those materials
and the Education Chair oversees soliciting new material. The committee agreed all references to the Print Materials
Curator could be deleted from the handbook.
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History. Geoff reported for Garry Beckstrom saying there was nothing new to report for history.
Secretary Report (Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht):
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht reported the minutes from the fall Executive Committee meeting and business meeting were
published in the winter edition of the GLPA Newsletter and that the Executive Committee held no votes between the fall
and spring Executive Committee Meetings.
Education Report (Peggy Hernandez):
Planetarium Web Seminars (PWS). Peggy reported that PWS have continued on the last Friday of every month. The
start time of the seminars as well as reminder emails to GLPA members are sent out in an attempt to bolster attendance.
Peggy reminded the committee that recordings are available on the “get involved” section of GLPA website and asked the
committee to reach out to her with ideas on topics or speakers.
Grant project. Peggy reported no applicants for the last 3 years. Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht asked how GLPA is promoting
this grant opportunity and what can the committee do to better promote it in the future. Peggy said the information and
application for the GLPA grant is on the “get involved” section of our website and included in the vernal equinox
newsletter.
Peggy made a note to bring up promotion for the grant project at the next Fall Executive Committee meeting.
Planetarium PLC (Professional Learning Community). Peggy asked Paulette Epstein if she would be willing to help
rollout this initiative and asked if anyone else would like to help. Paulette said yes, noting that many online professional
development opportunities are in lecture format and that she would like to design some of these PLCs to be discussion
oriented.
Waylena McCully also offered to help host or co-host events. Geoff Holt suggested a registration process for these
PLCs and that they should not be limited to just GLPA members.
Dayle Brown Books. Peggy said Dayle Brown reached out to her to give away her research books to good homes at the
2021 conference. April Whitt agreed to coordinate with Peggy to get the books to good homes. Steve Crawford said that
the sponsor hall room is huge and there would be plenty of room to add a table for the books. Peggy said any books not
taken by the end of the conference will be returned to Dayle or donated to charity. Kris McCall suggested giving them
away as door prizes.
NGSS Astronomy Literacy document - Alignment Update. Peggy reviewed her electronic notebook in Google slides
format that incorporates the original astronomy literacy document (2015), the resources that were generated aligned with
that literacy doc and the NGSS science standards.
Many members of the committee commended Peggy on her effort for the impressive document. Geoff asked Tom
Dobes if there was a way for us to embed the literacy notebook into the GLPA website as a Tips Booklet and restrict
comments to the document for GLPA members only. Tom said the notebook could be embedded on the website but would
not have comment functionality. Tom suggested a contact link for the Education chair for members to offer suggestions on
additions and edits.
Kris asked if people would credit GLPA when using the document or a copy of the document. Geoff suggested
adding a credits tab with that information.
Steve Burkland asked Peggy if there were any new budget items. Peggy said no.

Technology Report (Tom Dobes):
Tom Dobes mentioned that he was going to push for renewals of web costs to occur at the end of the calendar year to align
more with the GLPA fiscal year.
Conference registration for 2021. Tom reported the website is accepting workshop submissions and SIG proposals now
and is ready to post preliminary conference pricing when it is ready. Renae said she will send Tom information for the
conference cost estimates and for the conference website soon.
Steve Burkland asked Tom if the Technology budget would stay the same other than the Zoom budget line moving
40

Minutes of the GLPA Executive Committee Meeting (cont.)
from Education to Technology. Tom confirmed that as correct.
Paulette asked Tom if the state chairs could use the CiviCRM system for handling bounced emails by
automatically updating the email list. Tom said he would look into expanding that system out to state chairs. Bart
Benjamin noted that CiviCRM has a learning curve and not all state chairs may be interested in using it.

Development Report (Kris McCall):
Kris McCall reported a total of 9 sponsors for the 2020 virtual conference. Kris thanked Geoff Holt for developing the
post-conference survey to the sponsors. Kris said overall the sponsors seemed happy with the conference with 87% of
survey respondents scoring a 4 or 5 out of 5 for investment value to their company. The sponsors seemed to want more
time to send items for the goody box. The lowest score for sponsor satisfaction was the virtual sponsor hall with a
suggestion to create a scavenger hunt that would incentivize delegates going to the sponsor hall.
Kris McCall acknowledged Renae Kerrigan’s request to have the sponsor levels information to her by May 1st.
Kris asked if the goody bag was going to be an à la carte option. Renae said at the last fall executive meeting the
committee decided the goody bag would not be included for any sponsor level but would be an add-on option due to
logistical complications for the Registrar. Kris asked if offering shows in the evening fulldome festival was also on the à
la carte option. Renae confirmed.
Steve Burkland asked Kris if Development needed any changes to its budget. Kris said no.

Publications Report (Bart Benjamin):
On March 1st, Bart resigned as Publications Chair to President Waylena McCully, effective April 12, 2021. Bart
expressed his interest in remaining the GLPA Newsletter Editor for the foreseeable future. Waylena thanked Bart for
his incredible service to GLPA over the years and his willingness to stay on as Newsletter Editor to make an easier
transition for a new Publications Chair.
GLPA Publications Chair. Bart noted that GLPA must now search for his successor on the Executive Committee
and asked the committee to suggest names of potential successors to Waylena for consideration.
GLPA Newsletter News. Bart reported production of the GLPA Newsletter has continued to run smoothly. Emily
Hromi and Jackie Baughman have produced 11 and 3 covers for the newsletter, respectively.
Newsletter Distribution Update. Bart reported the number of printed copies of the newsletter continue to trend
downward while digital copies trend up.
Advertiser Update. Bart reported the four newsletter printing bills during GLPA’s latest fiscal year was lower than
previous years, likely due to the reduced print count. The GLPA Newsletter continues to maintain a break-even status.
GLPA Proceedings Update. Last December 1st, Bart posted GLPA’s 37th Conference Proceedings and Dale Smith’s
33rd issue. Congratulations to Dale! After Dale completed his work, Bart created a modular, web version of his 2020
Proceedings, as he had done before. Both the full Proceedings and individual papers from that document can be
downloaded from the GLPA website.
GLPA Social Media. Bart asked if social media should report to the new Inclusion and Outreach officer. Dan Tell
said that social media was included in the description for that new office.
Bart expressed his appreciation for the long-standing support that GLPA has shown him and his hope to
continue to serve GLPA in the future. He also expressed his commitment to making the transition to the new
Publication Chair seamless. He said he would work with Geoff Holt to update the handbook and delineate
Newsletter Editor duties from Publications Chair duties.
Steve Burkland asked Bart if there were any changes to the Publication budget. Bart said that the newspaper
printing budget could be lowered to $300 but everything else would stay the same.
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P L A N E TA R I U M S O C I A L M E D I A R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page

GLPA’s Twitter page

GLPA’s Instagram page

https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial

https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein

Administrator: Mike Smail

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)

The Dome Dialogues

https://planetarians.slack.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike
Smail, Steve Burkland

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter,
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell

Minutes of the GLPA Executive Committee Meeting (cont.)
International Planetarium Society Representative Report (Mike Smail):
Mike Smail reported that IPS Officers and Board are working to finalize the roles and responsibilities of a new IPS
Advisory Council, consisting of representatives from IPS’ 25 affiliate organizations. The Council will exist to advise and
make non-binding recommendations to the IPS Board in matters relating to IPS operation. Meetings of the Council shall
take place quarterly in advance of the deadline for content submission for the Planetarian, in person or electronically.
Additional meetings may be held as required.
Steve Burkland asked if the new Inclusion and Outreach officer needed a travel budget. Mike said no.
Mike recommended to the committee to allocate $500 to the IPS program, “A Week in the United States” as done
in previous years. A motion for ongoing financial support for this program was approved at the spring 2019 Executive
Meeting.
Bart Benjamin asked who is tasked with writing the Inclusion and Outreach Officers section of the handbook. Dan
replied it should be up to the first elected officer with the core duties outlined in the bylaws to serve as a basis.
Peggy Hernandez moved that GLPA shall enact an ongoing (yearly) financial support of $500 for the “Week in the
U.S.” for an International Planetarium Operator program. Bart Benjamin seconded. The motion carried.
Old Business:
No old business.
New Business:
Waylena McCully asked if there was a policy for removing previous Executive Committee members off the mailing list.
Geoff Holt said that committee members are rotated off the mailing list two years after they leave office.
Steve Burkland asked if he could move treasury records and budget online on Google Sheets. The committee
generally agreed.
The committee took a photo.
Adjournment:
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht moved the meeting to be adjourned. Bart Benjamin seconded. The meeting was
adjourned at 6:12 p.m. EDT on Saturday, April 10, 2021.

DON’T MISS OUT

WHO DO I CONTACT?

To be included in the autumn issue’s State News
column, please forward news from your facility to
your state chair in the latter half of July.

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are
not quite sure to whom you should direct that
question, GLPA may have your answer.
The GLPA website has a page that provides a
helpful way to determine who best could answer
your question. To use it, please visit

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International
News” column.

https://glpa.org/contacts
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by IPS Representative

Mike Smail
msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

This fall, four IPS Board positions will be up for re-election, including the North American position currently
held by Michelle Wistisen. Board members work closely with the IPS Officers to chart and implement the
organization’s activities, and can serve up to two consecutive three-year terms. The deadline for nominations is
August 1st, with the election occurring in October. If you’d like more information on IPS Board roles and
responsibilities, or are interested in running for the position, please contact Affiliate Rep Mike Smail
(msmail@adlerplanetarium.org) or North American Board member Dayna Thompson (dlthompson3@bsu.edu).
Looking further ahead, Dayna’s position will be up for re-election in 2022.
With IPS’ organizational restructuring of the Affiliate Representatives and Board members, GLPA’s
elected International Planetarium Society Representative position will end on the 2022 Spring Equinox. At this
fall’s GLPA conference in Kalamazoo, the new Inclusion & Outreach Officer position will be on the ballot
instead. This new officer will handle some of the duties currently handled by the International Planetarium
Society Representative, like writing these quarterly updates! If you have questions about the transition or the
new position, please contact current IPS Representative Mike Smail.
The IPS Officers and Board are working to finalize the roles and responsibilities of a new IPS Advisory
Council, consisting of representatives from IPS’ 25 affiliate organizations. The Council will exist to advise and
make non-binding recommendations to the IPS Board in matters relating to IPS operation. GLPA’s
representative to this Advisory Council will be the to-be-elected Inclusion & Outreach Officer.
In August, IPS will host a second Virtual Conference (VCon). Scaled down in time and scope from last
summer’s VCon, the 2021 edition is a membership-driven professional development opportunity, with no
vendor presentations or sponsorship. The conference will take place on August 9, 11, and 13. Exact times are
still to be announced, but will follow a similar format as the 2020 VCon, with one day being timed for the
Americas, one for Europe and Africa, and the third for Asia and Australia.
Did you know the International Planetarium Society recently turned 50? In March of 1971,
representatives of several planetarium affiliates got together in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to draft the by-laws of
the International Society of Planetarium Educators (ISPE). The by-laws were approved later that year by seven
North American affiliates, including Canada. In 1977, the name was changed to the more-inclusive International
Planetarium Society (IPS).
Planetarium 1 in St. Petersburg, Russia will host the IPS2022 conference. St. Petersburg is the cultural
capital of Russia, and touts the Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the Mariinsky Ballet, and the world’s
largest planetarium, a 37-meter dome inside a 150 year old gas storage facility. The conference will take place
June 22-27, 2022. $350 is the planned registration fee, and there are 10 preferred conference hotels in the
vicinity that range from $50-100/night. You can view the slide deck presented by the conference hosts at the IPS
2020 Virtual Conference at http://bit.ly/IPS2022deck or visit their website at https://en.planetarium.one/ips.
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VOLUME 16, NUMBER 2
SUMMER SOLSTICE, 1981
(12 pages in length)
GLPA’s 53rd newsletter and the second issue of 1981 contained
the following articles and columns:
★ In his President’s Message, Lee Shapiro noted that the 1981 planned conference site in Norwood, Ohio had voted
down a millage proposal for their schools, forcing GLPA to look for other alternatives for its conference site. He quipped,
“If you or someone you know could and would be foolhardy enough to try it for this year (even if the conference would be
shorter than usual) please let me know immediately.” [Ed. Everything eventually worked out, with Columbus, Ohio
coming to GLPA’s rescue. As written in our conference description, “A hastily put together meeting in Columbus, Ohio
turned out to be quite successful despite some organizational problems and a last minute change in locality. The turnout
was small by GLPA standards, but enthusiastic. It was hosted by Sandy Hallock and his friends at the Columbus Center of
Science and Industry.”]
★ The minutes of the spring Executive Committee meeting were printed on pages 2 - 4. The issue of the cost of being a
member of GLPA’s Executive Committee had been raised at the 1980 General Business meeting. It was proposed then
that the Executive Committee provide a series of proposals for the membership, with such proposals to address this
problem. [Ed. This action paved the way for the development and gradual refinement of GLPA’s policy of reimbursing
spring meeting travel and position-related costs].
★ Carl Wenning from the Illinois State University Planetarium described a computer program that calculates times of
sunrise and sunset as a function of an observer’s location and date. Wenning presented the major mathematical equations
that served as the heart of any such program.
★ Arnie Nelson from the Wausau West High School Planetarium offered a two-page table to assist planetarians in setting
planet locations for a Spitz star projector.
★ Dave DeRemer from the Horwitz Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin described a few simple and inexpensive
planetarium special effects projectors. These six projector projects simulated the northern lights, rising smoke, lightning, a
stormy sky, a rocket launch, and light pollution, respectively.
★ Kenneth Wilson from the Morrison Planetarium in San Francisco presented a paper titled “Planning and Producing
Pleasing and Practical Pola-color Projections for Planetarium People,” which detailed how polar motion effects could be
used to add animation to planetarium programs.
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VOLUME 36, NUMBER 2
SUMMER SOLSTICE, 2001
(16 pages in length)
GLPA’s 132nd newsletter and the second issue of 2001 contained
the following articles and columns:
★ When the summer, 2001 newsletter was completed, GLPA
was planning to join SEPA in a first-ever joint meeting at
Eastern Kentucky University in Richmond, Kentucky. Since
there was no GLPA fall conference that year, October state
meetings took on added importance. [Ed. Not only was this
conference different for GLPA delegates because of holding it
in June, but it was longer, beginning on Tuesday evening and
going until midday on Saturday. Some of its distinctive
characteristics were a southern style barbeque, a tour of nearby
Shaker Village, and Spitz Lecturer John Stokes speaking on
“The Lost Tools of Learning and the Planetarium.”]
★ In her President’s Message, Jeanne Bishop thanked outgoing
Membership Chair Gene Zajac for his service and welcomed the
new membership chair, Chris Janssen.
★ That issue’s “Planetarian Profile” featured D. Scott Stobbelaar from the Shiras Planetarium at Marquette Senior High
School in Marquette, Michigan. In this interview, he was asked to describe any event in his childhood or youth that may
have influenced his love of the stars and/or his career path to the planetarium. His answer was “That would be when my
dad woke me late one October night in 1957 to see the first man-made satellite, Sputnik, go across the sky. From that
moment on, I wanted to know what could get something into orbit and what it would be like to be in orbit. I got fascinated
in UFO sightings but later turned to astronomy.”
★ Back in 2001, the State Chairs were Mary Schindewolf (Masui) for Illinois, Alan Pareis for Indiana, Michael Narlock
for Michigan, Dale Smith for Ohio, and Bob Bonadurer for Wisconsin/Minnesota. [Ed. Congratulations to Dale Smith,
who has served as Ohio State Chair since the mid-1980s. No one else has ever come close to his State Chair longevity
record!]
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Visit the GLPA Newsletter Archive at
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive

The Great Lakes Planetarium Association
acknowledges the following companies and
organizations for their generous support in
Fiscal Year 2020 - 2021:

Earth Sponsors
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.

astro-tec.com

Digitalis Education Solutions

www.digitaliseducation.com

Evans & Sutherland

www.es.com

Seiler Instrument

planetarium.seilerinst.com

Earth and 2x Moon Sponsor

Spitz, Inc.

www.spitzinc.com

Moon Sponsors
Adler Planetarium

www.adlerplanetarium.org/

American Museum of Natural History www.amnh.org/fulldome

Ash Enterprises

www.ash-enterprises.com

ChromaCove

www.chromacove.com

GOTO INC

www.goto.co.jp/english

2x Moon Sponsor

Laser Fantasy

laserfantasy.com

Sudekum Planetarium

www.adventuresci.org/sudekum
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