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As of this writing, another season has passed. Another
season that ended looking very little like we expected it to
when the season began. Safe to say that we’d all hoped for
a careful return to normal as we progressed from summer
into fall. Alas, new variants have proven trickier to deal
with and so we are back to implementing a variety of
mitigation strategies. The new vaccines are helping to keep
most vaccinated people from getting dangerously ill, but
those of us who are vaccinated can still catch and spread
the virus. We’d all hoped for a different outcome, a return
to normal.
It would appear that our new normal is that there is
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no normal.
As of this writing, my planetarium is finally once again open to the public. We are running with reduced capacity,
masking requirements, and with show times that allow time for extra cleaning. Attendance has been great and our guests
have been as happy to see us as we’ve been to see them. We run our shows knowing that we could be shut down again
with very little notice. In the past few weeks, I’ve been again assisting the college in contact tracing efforts. Every chance
I get to work in the planetarium now I try to relish, knowing that I can be pulled out again with very little notice.
So perhaps there isn’t going to be any kind of normal. So what can I do? What can any of us do?
Best thing I can think of is to recognize that we can and do create our own pockets of normal in our own lives. We
can’t control what comes at us, so we get used to starting our longer paragraphs with “as of this writing.” Remember how
last year we said that we are more than our domes? It’s true. We play music and create art. We have families and pets and
friends. We run marathons and go bowling and ride tricycles. We watch birds and grow gardens and photograph the night
sky. These things we do and so much more are all pockets of normal that we create and nurture. Draw strength from your
pockets of normal.
As of this writing, we are still planning for our in-person conference in November. We know that there will be
mitigation strategies in place, but the strategies in place today might be different in November. We are planning to provide
for as much online participation as possible for members who cannot attend in person, even though we won’t know how
many will use that option until the dates are closer. Our conference planning team is doing a remarkable job of planning
for the widest range of possible limitations. We are planning for the best in-person conference possible under whatever

(continued on page 17)
It’s been almost exactly 18 months since COVID-19 changed
Issue 213
from “somebody else’s problem” to “our problem.” During
that time, we’ve created five issues of this newsletter. Reading
the state news reports from the past five issues, I can’t help but
feel proud of my planetarian colleagues! We’ve been strong!
We’ve been united! We’ve been resourceful! We’ve figured
out ways to serve our audiences without the benefit of our
usual domes and state-of-the-art projectors!
And in the case of GLPA, we’re also planning a
conference, which will be held both in-person and virtually on
November 10-13. One way or the other, we should all try to
attend and participate. And don’t forget to personally thank
Renae Kerrigan and each and every member of her conference
planning team. The back page of this newsletter has their
Bart Benjamin
135
names. At a time when uncertainty is the global norm, these
people have invested a great deal of their time and energy to deliver us a first-rate conference, both in-person and virtual.
By participating, perhaps we may all feel a little more normal in an abnormal world.
Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter is early November. Please submit your
facility reports to your State Chairs by the end of October. Enjoy the early weeks of autumn and safe travel to everyone
attending the conference in Kalamazoo.

Editor’s Message
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The Adler Planetarium finally has a
scheduled public reopening date —
March 4, 2022. In the interim, they have
been presenting public shows on summer
weekends. These have been well
received, with many guests
understanding Adler’s current financial
limitations and expressing gratitude at
being able to experience even a small
section of the museum. These public
shows will likely continue until reopening. The exterior roof work mentioned in the last
GLPA Newsletter is running slightly behind schedule, with
the dome roof work now expected to wrap up by the end of
September. When finished, Adler’s exterior dome will look
like a new penny straight from the mint. They’ve been told
it will retain its brilliance for 6-18 months before starting to
develop that metal’s characteristic patina. Look for pictures
in the next issue! In July, Adler hosted a Fender Sessions
video shoot with local rock band Beach Bunny. [See
photos on page 9]. Four musical performances and
interview footage was shot in their Space Theater, and that
was combined with B-roll around the museum and along
the Chicago lakefront. You can watch the finished product
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLPdE09VgaE.
The ISU Planetarium is thrilled to reopen and
welcome visitors back to its dome beginning on August
13th! Their weekend public show is Big Astronomy:
People, Places, Discoveries, which explores the Cerro
Tololo Inter-American Observatory (CTIO), the Gemini
South Observatory, and the Atacama Large Millimeter/
Submillimeter Array (ALMA) in Chile. Also planned are
free programs for the Sugar Creek Arts Festival, running
October 9-10; live performances of Ghostly Tales Under
the Stars for Halloween, October 29-30; a brief weekend
run of Two Small Pieces of Glass in November; and the
holiday program Season of Lights on weekends in
December. With a new, fully trained staff, the ISU
Planetarium has also reopened for school and community
groups. They now offer over twenty different fulldome
video and live planetarium programs for kindergarteners
and first graders through adults.
The Staerkel Planetarium finally resumed in-thedome programming for community audiences in August,
after nearly 17 months of closure. Thanks to Cosm/Spitz/
E&S, they are showing Birth of Planet Earth through the
fall. The James B. Kaler Science Lecture Series will be in-
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person once again, and their college’s television crew, PCTV, will film the lectures so they can be posted to
YouTube afterwards. The staff looks forward to offering programs in the dome in Spanish for the first time and
resuming their sensory-friendly programs. As part of the preparation to reopen, the planetarium migrated to
larger capacity hard drives. This means room for new content such as the Soref Planetarium’s Did an Asteroid
Really Kill the Dinosaurs? this fall. The college returned Waylena to her planetarium duties, and the planetarium
was permitted to rehire their outstanding part-time presenter, Tania Swigart. Sadly, their efforts to replace their full-time
operations manager and part-time student workers have gone more slowly than expected. This means that Erik and
Waylena will be doing their best to cover cashier and office duties in addition to their regular work. Even with these new
challenges, the Staerkel Planetarium crew are happy to be reunited.
The team at the Dome Planetarium is enjoying the opportunity to learn the new Digistar 7 software, and
discovering ways to make the digital Digistar system work with their Zeiss ZKP4 starball. They are working on a new live
show about Earth’s geologic history, asteroid impacts, and the OSIRIS-REx mission called Dinosaurs vs. Asteroids,
targeted to open in September. The Peoria Riverfront Museum has had a busy summer, and they are grateful to have been
able to add two part-time planetarium presenters to their team.
The Strickler Planetarium reopened this summer for public shows and, after the COVID hiatus, resumed a new
series of live monthly presentations that they’re calling Skywatch Live. The June show brought audiences up-to-date on
major solar system missions from the past year, and the July show focused on the question of life in the universe,
prompted by the governmental report on Unexplained Aerial Phenomenon. In other news, after 13 years as Planetarium
Director, Stephen Case is stepping down and moving into a position in Olivet Nazarene University’s Honors Program.
Steve’s replacement will be Jeri Lamont. Jeri is an Olivet graduate who has served for the past several years as a geology
and astronomy lab instructor, and Steve is excited about the energy, enthusiasm, and expertise that she’ll bring to this
position.
Here in early August, COVID numbers are rising. Triton College is requiring everyone to wear masks indoors
regardless of vaccination status. This all happens less than two weeks before the Cernan Earth and Space Center
planned to resume public programs. Out of an abundance of caution, and because 50% of a typical audience are youth
who cannot be vaccinated yet, the Cernan Center will not be giving any general public programs for the foreseeable
future. Instead, they will actively promote virtual field trips into early 2023. Schools, libraries, and other groups are
invited to schedule a one hour online program, free of charge. At this time, many area schools are still planning in-person
learning this fall, so the staff is also prepared to welcome groups in person into the dome on a limited basis. While on a
recent group Zoom meeting, one facility mentioned they offer “double bubbles” where a family or group can make a
reservation for a private program. Cernan is small enough that they could offer this option; they just need to figure out the
correct price point. If this happens soon enough, the staff will have an experience to share with their GLPA colleagues in
November.

DON’T MISS OUT

WHO DO I CONTACT?

To be included in the winter issue’s State News
column, please forward news from your facility to
your state chair in the latter half of October.

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are
not quite sure to whom you should direct that
question, GLPA may have your answer.
The GLPA website has a page that provides a
helpful way to determine who best could answer
your question. To use it, please visit

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International
News” column.

https://glpa.org/contacts
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Left and Above: These three photos from the Adler
Planetarium feature Beach Bunny performing in their
Space Theater for a Fender Sessions performance piece.

Below: The Staerkel Planetarium staff, including their
trustworthy Dr. Einstein mascot, are all very happy to
be reunited.

Above: Participants of the Cernan Earth and Space Center’s
Rocket Camp 2021 pose in front of the building.
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The Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium at the Evansville Museum remains open four days
a week presenting hourly shows each day. They opened two new shows over the summer — Birth of
Planet Earth, produced by Spitz Creative Media, and Touch the Stars, produced by Afterglow
Studios. Its recent public outreach events featuring telescopes on its entrance plaza included a public
Moon viewing event in July and Saturn viewing in September.

After several years of planning, the Kalamazoo Valley Museum Planetarium staff (Mark
Reed and Steve Crawford) have entered the homestretch for the in-2021 GLPA in-person
Conference scheduled from November 10-13. If you haven’t registered, please consider
doing so because they have planned a great conference! In other news, the Kalamazoo
Valley Museum (KVM) is now open to the public with a limited schedule that ensures that
there is adequate time for cleaning and social distancing that includes the planetarium.
Currently they are presenting Morehead Planetarium’s The Magic Tree House: Space
Mission to their patrons. In addition to conference planning and presenting shows to the
public, they’ve also been able to update their E&S planetarium components to Digistar 7.
In short, lots of positives to report including an updated flat-screen theater that should be
ready to show off for the conference.
The Ward Beecher Planetarium in Youngstown is gearing up for a return to a full public
schedule starting in September. They had several tech people visit at the end of August to tune
up their video equipment and Chronos before the start of classes on August 30th. This
summer, they have been doing “pop up” public shows that have been very popular and will
follow the same format for fall shows. While they are not assigning seats to visitors, they are
trying to keep their capacity at 1/2 to 2/3 full, and since they are dealing with visitors 12 and
younger, they are requiring masks. To help with expected crowds, Nishan Adhikari is back for
his senior season, and they are adding three new student employees — Amanda Keating,
Alssa Leone, and Aubree Peterson-Spanard — the “A” team! Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht was a
partial casualty of the Great COVID Purge of last summer. She is now part-time and will be
taking a second part-time position as the STEM Education Officer at Associated Universities
Inc. Pat Durrell, Curt Spivey, and crew have also made several upgrades under the dome during the extended off season.
They now have seat numbers on all permanent seats to help with assigned seats during classes. They have also replaced all
eight photos in the astronomy “gallery” along the sides of the planetarium. Former student Peter Zelinka is now a
professional astrophotographer living in Arizona and he gifted YSU with three of his photos on metal mounts. That
inspired the staff to replace all their photos! [see photos on page 13]. They have also added an assisted listening device to
the sound system, a motorized blind to cover the white board during shows, and four beefy fold-out seats for any visitors
who are uncomfortable in the regular seats.
The Cleveland Astronomical Society will be celebrating its 100th anniversary in March of 2022. Although it
may not be completed by the time of their celebration banquet, the CAS is preparing a book, divided into eras of different
presidents, meeting locations, and other activities. Jeanne Bishop, Joe DeRocher, Bob and Ingrid Sledz, Gary Bergstrom,
and Len Muni held an organizational writer’s meeting in August. How the book is published and disseminated will
depend on future decisions about target audiences. Many members of the Cleveland Regional Association of Planetarians
also are very active members of CAS.
The Vandalia-Butler Planetarium at Smith Middle School under the direction of Scott Oldfield is gearing up for
another school year of limited capacity. With COVID protocols in place, monthly original public programming such as
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The Tale of the Scorpion, Girls Need Space, and Cosmic Jams were well attended last year. This year’s
focus will be the current billionaire space race. The dome is in use an hour a week for the high school’s
elective astronomy class.
Alex Mak has retired after 39 years at the University of Toledo’s Ritter Planetarium. Heidi
Kuchta has taken over for Alex. Heidi, originally from the greater Cleveland area, has worked at Ritter for
the past six years, first as an undergraduate and then as a graduate student. Alex is enjoying the best of both worlds in
retirement, with keys and free access, but no paperwork or schedules. Alex was honored at a festive party in late June.
In Bowling Green, Dori Anderson noticed an impromptu helio projection on the floor of her garage through the
leaves of a linden tree. Nearby, the BGSU Planetarium under Dale Smith did some programs for schools and a summer
camp in May and June.

Above: The Ward Beecher Planetarium at Youngstown State University recently updated its astronomy “gallery” with photographs
from former student and professional astrophotographer Peter Zelinka.

In the fall of 2020, the original Bell Museum Planetarium
production Mysteries of Your Brain opened to public audiences.
With Aurora Consulting, they conducted evaluation sessions to
determine if this content was engaging in the immersive
environment of the planetarium, and whether the experience of
watching Mysteries of Your Brain made viewers more willing to
choose non-astronomy shows in the future. The short answers: yes
and yes, and planetarium staff will be sharing more about the
results at the GLPA conference this fall!
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium has an update about
its HamHigh project on page 21.
After 16 months, the Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee is getting ready for
their first live in-person public program with a favorite, Stars & S’mores, as part of the Fall Welcome for students and the
community in early September. Salsa dancing lessons will kick off the month of Latinx Heritage Month programs. Their
programs will be a mix of in-person and virtual (not only to accommodate people who are not comfortable being in closed
spaces but also to accommodate the people who join their programs from afar). There is talk about a new planetarium on
campus to replace the original one. Jean Creighton (jcreight@uwm.edu) would be grateful for any advice that colleagues
may have for planning a new facility.
Dome doors finally swung open for the Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum on July
24th. Visitors were delighted with two of their original productions: Stargazers of Africa and Constellations! Next up is
another Soref show, A to Z Astronomy.
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ALAN J. PECHE (1964 - 2021)
Alan J. Peche, who has served as Director of the Barlow Planetarium on the
Fox Cities campus of the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh since 2008, died
at his home in Appleton, Wisconsin on June 12, 2021 after a four-month
battle with pancreatic cancer. He was a devoted father, husband, and friend.
He was 56.
Alan was born on December 30, 1964 in Wausau, Wisconsin to
Leonard & Rosella (Holbach) Peche. He grew up in Medford and attended
UW-Eau Claire where he graduated summa cum laude in Math & Physics
Education. He credited professors at Eau Claire with fostering his love of
science and astronomy and making him the teacher he was.
Alan moved to Baton Rouge where he met his wife, Janet Barklage,
while working as the Planetarium Educator for the Louisiana Arts & Science
Center. They married in 1993 and relocated to Tampa, Florida where he was the Planetarium Director at
the Museum of Science & Industry (MOSI) and a physics teacher. He moved to Appleton in 2008 as the
Director for the Barlow Planetarium. Throughout his career he shared his love of science, astronomy, and
space exploration with all ages as well as designing and renovating several planetariums.
Alan is survived by his wife and two daughters, Olivia and Amelia. He was the proudest father
and always said they were the best thing he ever did and the two bravest people he’d ever known. He is
also survived by his beloved cat, Watson, who remained loyally by his side and his wife’s cat, Kai, who
continued to ignore him.
Alan expressed his deep appreciation to the friends and family who reconnected with him over
the last weeks of his life to reminisce and allow him to share how much each person meant to him.
“You — You alone will have stars as no one else has them . . . In one of the stars I shall be
living. In one of them I shall be laughing. And so it will be as if all the stars will be laughing
when you look at the sky at night. You, only you, will have stars that can laugh! And when
your sorrow is comforted (time soothes all sorrows) you will be content that you have known
me. . . You will always be my friend. You will want to laugh with me. And you will sometimes
open your window, so, for that pleasure. . .”
from The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

According to Alan’s wishes, a celebration of his life was held at the UWO at Fox Cities Communication
Arts Center in Menasha on July 30, 2021. A second celebration of life was held at MOSI in Tampa,
Florida on August 12th. Alan wanted these to be casual parties to share happy memories with family and
friends and his request was for us to carry on without him, he will be there in spirit.
Alan also wished that in lieu of flowers, friends should please consider supporting his last
project, which was the renovation of the Barlow Planetarium, specifically the planetarium’s NextGen
project through the UW-Fox Cities Foundation.
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SEILER INSTRUMENT CELEBRATES 75 YEARS!
adapted from a press release provided by Seiler Instrument
St. Louis-based Seiler Instrument celebrates its 75+ anniversary in 2021!
Seiler Instrument began with humble origins. When the company launched in September of
1945, the staff included just its founders — husband and wife duo Eric H. and Dora Seiler.
Operations ran out of a small, rented manufacturing and office space located downtown at 922 Pine
Street. Eric H. Seiler, who had been trained in Germany as an instrument maker, had come to the
United States in 1923. He founded Seiler Instrument with a focus on repairing microscopes and
surveying equipment. Mr. Seiler was a person of many talents. He was not only able to design and
build instruments, but he was also able to train people. His multi-faceted approach provided Seiler
with a solid foundation to grow the business.
During its subsequent growth, Seiler’s focus on optical instruments hasn’t wavered. The
company operates four major divisions: Manufacturing, Geospatial, Medical, and Planetarium. The
company serves as a contract manufacturer for precision machining and optical instrument assembly,
and sells surveying software and instruments, medical and dental microscopes, and as Exclusive
Partner to ZEISS for planetarium equipment.
Today, Seiler Instrument counts almost 250 employees, does business around the globe, and
calls a 148,000-square-foot headquarters in Kirkwood, Missouri home. Revenue has come a long
way too. The company is on pace to do $80 million in sales in 2021.
While Seiler has grown significantly since its founding in the 1940s, it hasn’t strayed from its
roots. A point of pride for the company is a high number of first-generation immigrant employees
working to achieve the American dream. That’s exactly what their founders were — first-generation
immigrants. Seiler Instrument is proud of its humble roots and looks forward to continuing to refine
and grow the company as an example of what determination and hard work can achieve.

ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR GLPA ELECTION
Members who will not be able to attend the conference and who have paid dues for
the upcoming year may request an absentee ballot from the Membership Chair.
However, they must do so before October 27th (two weeks before the conference).
Candidate information was printed in the summer issue of the GLPA Newsletter,
beginning on page 19.
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Editor’s Note: Although Mary Holt compiled and emailed a Beyond
the Lakes report, it was lost in cyberspace and therefore wasn’t
included in the autumn issue of the GLPA Newsletter. Her Beyond
the Lakes report can be downloaded as a separate Addendum
document from the GLPA Newsletter Download Page (https://
glpa.org/newsletter/download) and eventually from the GLPA
Newsletter Archive (https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive).

President’s Message

(continued from page 3)

limitations we face.
We cannot know for certain how the conference will turn out, although I have never wanted to attend a conference
as much as I do this one. What we do know is that this conference will not be normal.
As of this writing, I’m home from work and the weather is lovely. The temperatures are reasonable and there is a
delicious breeze blowing through the trees. Time to go ride my tricycle.

BULLETIN BOARD
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REMINDER: RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Members not attending the GLPA conference should still renew their annual GLPA
membership by visiting https:glpa.org/membership and follow the instructions in
either the Purchase Membership Online or Purchase Membership by Mail sections.

STATE CHAIR ELECTIONS
Elections for State Chairs will be held this fall during the GLPA Conference’s state
meeting sessions. If you would like to run for election or re-election as State Chair,
please contact Waylena McCully at waystar@gmail.com to make certain that your
name is on the ballot for your state.
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Dear GLPA Members,
As a friendly reminder, registration is still open for this year’s (2021) Great Lakes Planetarium Conference
2021 Conference! Visit https://glpa.org/2021 and log in for more information and to register for the conference.
This year’s conference will be held in person at the Kalamazoo Valley Museum in Kalamazoo, Michigan
from November 10-13. The conference hotel is conveniently located just across the street, eliminating the need
for busses. The planetarium, flat screen theater, and other conference spaces are all just steps from each other.
Despite postponing our in-person gathering last year, our hosts have continued to plan and adjust with our
changing times to host our annual conference in November. We hope you will be able to join us in Kalamazoo,
where we have a great conference planned for you.
We understand that we have been living in unusual times, so GLPA will be offering an expanded virtual
option this year. Virtual attendees will be able to participate via Zoom, listen to invited talks, ask questions, and
present papers, workshops, and more. A conference swag bag will also be mailed to each virtual participant.
If you or someone you know needs help attending the conference, don’t forget that scholarships are
available. This year, a new Child/Dependent Care Grant has been added. Information is available at the above
link. Apply for these opportunities by September 15th.
We also know that safety is on everyone’s mind. To offer the safest environment that we can for this
year’s conference, our hosts will utilize our institutional safety protocols and make face masks and hand
sanitizing stations available. While these practices help mitigate viral transmission, we strongly encourage ALL
delegates and sponsors to be vaccinated and wear masks to ensure that we have a healthy and meaningful
conference.
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POST-FLIGHT UPDATE:

PROJECT HAMHIGH: CIRCUMNAVIGATING THE WORLD IN A BALLOON
by Brian Cieslak
Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium, Waukesha, Wisconsin
K9WIS - Project Ham High Director
k9wis@twc.com
[Editor’s Note: This is an update to Brian Cieslak’s original article that appeared on page 21 of the spring, 2021
issue of the GLPA Newsletter].
I am sorry to report that we have not received any location reports from HamHigh since May 14th at 6:32 AM CDT. The
projected path of HamHigh would place it over the Pacific Ocean today and if it was still functioning should have been
heard by ham radio operators in Japan, Australia, Hawaii, and the West Coast of the USA.
After discussions with other Pico Balloonist enthusiasts on
the internet our best guess is that HamHigh did not have
enough altitude to make over the top of the Himalaya
mountains, or it encountered one of the big storms brewing
over Asia.
It was an interesting and exciting journey. HamHigh took
the Polar Express Tour up to Greenland and Iceland, then
the long way down the Northern Atlantic to cross over into
Europe near Spain. There were many skeptics that thought
crossing the Atlantic wouldn’t be possible.
Once entering Europe, HamHigh headed North again flying over Europe and the Scandnavian countries, finally turning
East floating over Northern Russia. We call this path the Northern Lights Tour.
HamHigh then headed back South floating over the ‘stan’ countries of Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan, near the Iranian Border. This was the last place we heard from HamHigh before the jet stream would have
taken it further East.
Standing in its way was the Himalayan Mountain range that includes Mount Everest. HamHigh was last reported as flying
at 8,000 meter (26,500 feet). Mount Everest stands at 9,000 meters (29,850 feet). There were also some towering storm
clouds in the area over India and Tibet, cloud tops over 12,000 meters (41,000 feet). This is the area where we think
HamHigh met its match.
HamHigh did travel over 22,275 Kilometers (13,842 miles) on its journey over 8 days and 14 hours, The circumference of
the Earth around the equator is 40,075 km (24,901 miles). If it did cross over into Mongolia before coming down it would
have traveled half-way around the world. (longitude 88 degrees W to longitude 92 degrees E). That’s quite an
accomplishment!
So as of today, 5/17/2021, we are going to declare the mission over and a partial success. Watch the planetarium web page
at https://sdw.waukesha.k12.wi.us/planetarium for a future planetarium show focused on Project HamHigh that will
feature a display of the new and improved HamHigh II.
This is HamHigh Mission Control . . . signing off!
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by IPS Representative

Mike Smail
msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

In August, IPS held a second Virtual Conference (vCon). Scaled down in time and scope from last summer’s
vCon, the 2021 edition was a membership-driven professional development opportunity, with no vendor
presentations or sponsorship. 236 IPS members attended, hearing from a wide swath of IPS Committees
including Equity Diversity and Inclusion (EDI), Education, Portables, Membership, and more! Sessions were
archived, and are now available to watch on the IPS YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDoruS0ADL1hoRozRpzKx8g). IPS intends to continue hosting vCons in the alternate years between the inperson conferences.
During October and November, four IPS Board positions will be up for election, including the North
American position currently held by Michelle Wistisen. GLPA member Charissa Sedor will be on the ballot;
her, and all, candidate statements are available on the IPS Elections page (https://www.ips-planetarium.org/
page/elections). Board members work closely with the IPS Officers to chart and implement the organization’s
activities, If you’d like more information on IPS Board roles and responsibilities, please contact Affiliate Rep
Mike Smail, or North American Board member Dayna Thompson. Looking further ahead, Dayna’s position will
be up for re-election in the fall of 2022.
With IPS’ organizational restructuring of the Affiliate Representatives and Board members, GLPA’s
elected International Planetarium Society Representative position will end on the 2022 spring equinox. At this
fall’s GLPA conference in Kalamazoo, the new Inclusion & Outreach Officer position will be on the ballot
instead. This new officer will handle some of the duties currently handled by the International Planetarium
Society Representative, like writing these quarterly updates! If you have questions about the transition or the
new position, please contact current IPS Affiliate Representative Mike Smail.
Planetarium 1 in St. Petersburg, Russia will host the IPS2022 conference. The IPS Fulldome Festival
will be on June 22-23, 2022, and the conference will be June 25-29, 2022. Delegate registration will open later
this year with IPS member ‘early bird’ rates starting at $270. There will also be a virtual conference registration
option for those unable to make the trip to St. Petersburg. The conference webpage is getting fuller by the day.
See for yourself at https://www.ips2022.com/. St. Petersburg is the cultural capital of Russia, and touts the
Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the Mariinsky Ballet, and the world’s largest planetarium, a 37-meter
dome inside a 150 year-old gas storage facility.
At the summer IPS Board meeting, the location of the IPS2024 conference was determined. In June,
2024, we will travel to Germany, the birthplace of the projection planetarium for our biennial conference.
Planetarium Jena will host the IPS Fulldome Festival, while the combined domes and facilities of the Stiftung
Planetarium Berlin (Berlin Planetarium Foundation) will host our conference. Additional information is
available at https://www.planetarium.berlin/ips2024.
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In the history of the GLPA Newsletter, there were ten issues that were never created. These occurred during the
newsletter’s first 15 years. Sometimes, the Newsletter Editor didn’t feel there was enough material to create a
newsletter, so the submissions for two issues were combined to make one. The first change in editorship —
from Dave DeBruyn to Dave Hoffman in late-1974 — caused two issues to be missed.
The autumn issue of 1981 was the final missing issue in the GLPA Newsletter’s history. It was likely caused by
another editorship transition, this time between Dave Hoffman and Carl Wenning.
Beginning with the winter issue of 1981 (#54 in its history), the GLPA Newsletter has been published
continuously each quarter, with no further interruptions. 159 issues later, this autumn issue of 2021 is issue
#213 in the GLPA Newsletter’s 55 year history.
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VOLUME 36, NUMBER 3
AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 2001
(30 pages in length)
GLPA’s 133rd newsletter and the third issue of 2001 contained the
following articles and columns:
GLPA President Jeanne Bishop praised the recent SEPA-GLPA conference, which had been held in
Richmond, Kentucky in late-June. The 2001 conference was GLPA’s first joint conference with SEPA.
★

Because the SEPA-GLPA Conference had taken place in June, there was no fall conference in 2001.
Therefore, the state meetings that would have typically been held in the spring took place in October instead.
★

At the SEPA-GLPA Conference in June, GLPA conducted its election of officers. The outcome of this
election saw Joe DeRocher elected as President-Elect, Bob Bonadurer re-elected as Secretary/Treasurer and
Susan Reynolds Button re-elected as IPS Representative.
★

It was reported that Gene Zajac recently stepped down from his
role as GLPA’s Membership Chair. He was replaced by Chris
Janssen.
★

It was noted that the next GLPA Conference would be held from
October 23-26, 2002 in Menasha, Wisconsin.
★

Dan Francetic’s two-page “Survey of Teachers Visiting a
Planetarium” was printed in the newsletter. This survey could be
used by planetariums to collect feedback and ideas from their
visiting school groups.
★

Jeff Potter from the Ritter Planetarium-Brooks Observatory
wrote an article titled “Spread the Word: Increasing Attendance
and/or Revenue.” It was an excerpt from his paper presented at the
2001 joint SEPA-GLPA Conference.
★

Photo caption: During the conference’s tour of
Shaker Village, this “19th Century guide” showed
planetarian visitors his Big and Little Dippers.

Visit the GLPA Newsletter Archive at
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive
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P L A N E TA R I U M S O C I A L M E D I A R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page

GLPA’s Twitter page

GLPA’s Instagram page

https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial

https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein

Administrator: Mike Smail

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)

The Dome Dialogues

https://planetarians.slack.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike
Smail, Steve Burkland

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter,
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell

This image is one of the most photogenic examples of the many turbulent stellar nurseries the NASA/ESA
Hubble Space Telescope has observed during its 30-year lifetime. The portrait features the giant nebula NGC
2014 and its neighbour NGC 2020 which together form part of a vast star-forming region in the Large
Magellanic Cloud, a satellite galaxy of the Milky Way, approximately 163 000 light-years away.
Credit: NASA, ESA, and STScI

https://esahubble.org/images/heic2007a/

The Great Lakes Planetarium Association
acknowledges the following companies and
organizations for their generous support in
Fiscal Year 2020 - 2021:

Earth Sponsors
Astro-Tec Manufacturing, Inc.

astro-tec.com

Digitalis Education Solutions

www.digitaliseducation.com

Evans & Sutherland

www.es.com

Seiler Instrument

planetarium.seilerinst.com

Earth and 2x Moon Sponsor

Spitz, Inc.

www.spitzinc.com

Moon Sponsors
Adler Planetarium

www.adlerplanetarium.org/

American Museum of Natural History www.amnh.org/fulldome

Ash Enterprises

www.ash-enterprises.com

ChromaCove

www.chromacove.com

GOTO INC

www.goto.co.jp/english

2x Moon Sponsor

Laser Fantasy

laserfantasy.com

Sudekum Planetarium

www.adventuresci.org/sudekum

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION (GLPA) offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with
the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. GLPA is an affiliate of IPS (International Planetarium Society), NSTA (National
Science Teachers Association), and IMERSA (Immersive Media Entertainment, Research, Science & Arts). Membership dues are $20 annually,
payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary, and requests for membership should be
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions
expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of GLPA, its members, or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the first week of
February, May, August, and November. Send information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2021.

PRESIDENT ☆☆
Waylena McCully
Champaign, Illinois
waystar@gmail.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT ☆☆
Dan Tell
San Francisco, California
dtell@calacademy.org

PAST PRESIDENT ☆☆
Geoff Holt
Madison, Wisconsin
gholt@mmsd.org

SECRETARY ☆☆

MEMBERSHIP ☆

Paulette Epstein
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com

PUBLICATIONS ☆
Jackie Baughman
East Amherst, New York
qnbaughman@gmail.com

GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bart Benjamin
bart.benjamin@icloud.com
PROCEEDINGS EDITOR
Dale Smith
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht
Youngstown, Ohio
tiffany.wolbrecht@gmail.com

EDUCATION ☆

TREASURER ☆☆

CONFERENCE PLANNING ☆

Steve Burkland
Chicago, Illinois
sburkland@adlerplanetarium.org

IPS REPRESENTATIVE ☆☆
Mike Smail
Chicago, Illinois
msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

☆☆ Executive Committee (Elected)
☆ Executive Committee (Appointed)
Executive Committee mailing addresses
and phone numbers can be found by
visiting glpa.org/exec.

Peggy Hernandez
peggyhernandez@u-46.org

Renae Kerrigan
RKerrigan@peoriariverfrontmuseum.org
DEPUTY CONF. PLANNING CHAIR
Steve Crawford
steve.g.crawford@gmail.com

CONFERENCE PHOTOGRAPHER
Anna Green
planetarium.anna@gmail.com
CONFERENCE VIDEOGRAPHER
Tom Dobes
t.dobes@mcpstars.org
DOOR PRIZE CHAIR
Kris McCall
kristinemccall@triton.edu
GLPA GEAR
Todd DeZeeuw
dezeeuto@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us

DEVELOPMENT ☆

Kris McCall
kristinemccall@triton.edu

TECHNOLOGY ☆
Tom Dobes
t.dobes@mcpstars.org

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES
David Leake
dleake@parkland.edu
TECHNOLOGIES AD HOC
John Foerch
jjfoerch@grpm.org

CONFERENCE REGISTRAR
Geoff Holt
registrar@glpa.org

HISTORIAN

2021 CONFERENCE HOST
Mark Reed
marksreed@aol.com

UPCOMING CONFERENCES:

WORKSHOP COORDINATOR
Mark Reed
marksreed@aol.com
PAPER/POSTER COORDINATOR
April Whitt
april.whitt@dekalbschoolsga.org

Garry Beckstrom
garry@beckstromobservatory.com

2021 November 10 - 13
Kalamazoo, Michigan
2022 October 20 - 23
Buffalo, New York
2023 June 20-23: “Stars for All” national
Kingsport, Tennessee
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GLPA Home Page:
glpa.org

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith at
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