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‘Tis the season for change and gratitude.
Our long-awaited Kalamazoo conference was
understandably an emotional gathering. Watching the
reunions and meeting new members in person for the first
time filled my heart with happiness. Let me say (in no
particular order) that I am grateful for:

President’s
Message

⭐ Mark Reed, Steve Crawford and the rest of the
Kalamazoo crew for hosting us.
⭐ Mark Percy and Kevin Williamson for hosting us next
year in Buffalo.
⭐ Renae Kerrigan as Conference Planning Chair managing
the largest of our committees during the most challenging of times.
⭐ Geoff Holt as both Conference Registrar and Past-President.

Waylena McCully

⭐ Tom Dobes in his many roles for his website work and for he and his team in pulling off the very difficult task of
streaming to YouTube and managing two-way virtual participation.
⭐ Our many members who have stepped up to run for offices, to volunteer for committees and to present papers, posters
and workshops.
⭐ Our newer members who contribute their energies and help us to think in new ways.
⭐ Dan Tell for taking over as President in March 2022.
I am also grateful for those who presented me with the Mentor Award and for those who added their stories afterwards.
My proudest moments have been watching others do great things and realizing that I may have contributed to their

(continued on page 17)
Congratulations to our Kalamazoo conference hosts and
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everyone on the Conference Planning committee for hosting a
truly stellar conference under very unusual circumstances.
Although I was a virtual delegate, I was still able to enjoy the
presentations and feel the camaraderie from afar.
We have been marking the 50th anniversaries of the
Apollo lunar missions since July of 2019. Although a majority
of our members were unborn or too young to remember them,
their historic and scientific significance, as well as the global
enthusiasm that they generated, are a success story that we
should continually re-tell our audiences. 2022 will see the 50th
anniversary of Apollo’s final two lunar landing missions —
Apollos 16 and 17. Apollo 16’s mission dates were April 16 –
27 and Apollo 17’s mission dates were December 7 – 19,
Bart Benjamin
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1972. Sadly, only three of the six astronauts who flew on these
two mission are still alive — Apollo 16’s Ken Mattingly and Charles Duke and Apollo 17’s Harrison Schmitt. As an early
tribute to these missions, I’ve included a panoramic lunar image from Apollo 17 below. Taken during their first lunar
EVA by mission commander Eugene Cernan, it shows geologist astronaut Harrison Schmitt working near Steno-Apollo
crater in the Moon’s Taurus-Littrow valley.
Please note that the deadline for the spring issue of the GLPA Newsletter is early February. Please submit your
facility reports to your state chairs by the end of January. I wish you all a happy holiday season and a wonderful start to
what we all hope will be a better 2022!

Editor’s Message
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The spring 2022 combined meeting of
Illinois and WIMPS planetarians will
be a two-day affair, starting on the
evening of Friday, May 13th at
Milwaukee’s Soref Planetarium and
c o n t i n u i n g a t C h i c a g o ’s A d l e r
Planetarium on Saturday, May 14th.

STATE CHAIRS
ILLINOIS:

INDIANA:

Tom Willmitch
ISU Planetarium
Normal, Illinois
trwillm@ilstu.edu

In advance of Adler Planetarium’s
March 4, 2022 public reopening date,
they have been preparing to hire a
number of part-time and full-time positions on their
planetarium team. They will be hiring four part-time
Theater Presenters, two full-time Theater Presenter/
Developers, and one Theater Technician, all of whom will
have January 31st start dates. By the time you read this,
full job descriptions and additional information will be
available at https://www.adlerplanetarium.org/careeropportunities/. The dome roof scaffolding over Adler’s
historic Sky Theater has been removed, and construction
crews then worked on the flat portions of the roof that
cover the upper-level exhibits and Collections storage
spaces. “To say we’re looking forward to not having a
leaky roof over our large planetarium dome is an
understatement, to say the least!” commented Mike Smail.
Adler recently hosted another television shoot, this one for
Shining Girls, an upcoming AppleTV+ series. In this timehopping thriller, Hamilton star Phillipa Soo plays an Adler
astronomer, and portions of several episodes were shot in
Adler’s Space Theater, Doane Observatory, Solarium, and
main lobby. [See photos on page 9].
This winter, the team at the Dome Planetarium in
Peoria is working on content related to the launch of the
James Webb Space Telescope. Their part-time employee
Ben has created a custom control panel in Digistar with
Webb-related content that they hope to share to the cloud
soon. In December, the staff will have two events related to
the launch — a family-friendly program preparing people
for the launch and educating them about the mission, and
an evening night-out style “Wine and Cheese Under the
Stars” program on the night of the launch. They will be
updating their Wine and Cheese program so every guest
will have individual charcuterie boxes, so guests will not
mingle at the cheese buffet. They are also bringing back
their Yoga Under the Stars program, asking attendees to
remain masked for the program.
The ISU Planetarium in Normal continues to

Melinda O’Malley
PHM Planetarium
Mishawaka, Indiana
momalley@phm.k12.in.us

MICHIGAN: Ciara Johnson
Michigan Science Center
Detroit, Michigan
Ciara.Johnson@mi-sci.org
OHIO:

Dale Smith
BGSU Planetarium
Bowling Green, Ohio
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

WISCONSIN/ Sally Brummel
MINNESOTA: Bell Museum Planetarium

St. Paul, Minnesota
sbrummel@umn.edu
BEYOND
THE
LAKES:

Jackie Baughman
East Amherst, New York
qnbaughman@gmail.com
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welcome visitors as late summer turned to fall. Until recently, the planetarium’s weekend public program was
Big Astronomy: People, Places, Discoveries. Until mid-November, it was Two Small Pieces of Glass: The
Amazing Telescope. Wrapping up 2021, the planetarium will offer Season of Light the first three weekends in
December. Heavily attended special events recently included free public programs during the Sugar Creek Arts
Festival (October 9-10) and live performances by ISU’s Improv Mafia of Ghostly Tales Under the Stars for
Halloween.
The Staerkel Planetarium in Champaign has many more staff members in the office, now that they have hired
HeatherAnn Layman to be the Operations Assistant for the planetarium and the Parkland Theatre. She is also the
supervisor for their five new student workers who are paid through the federal work study program. Erik is happy to have
HeatherAnn fix his clerical mistakes and the student workers give him a break from the cash register. The student workers
are also planning videos for their new TikTok account! To no one’s surprise, the planetarium has not booked many group
visits or field trips since they reopened in August. However, they did host a wedding! Waylena modified some fulldome
clipart to allow it to “split open” and reveal the sky in a
manner evoking the Observatory Opening script they use
in Digistar. She also set up a lovely script that pulls “Will
you marry me?” from some false stars that they can use
for future proposals. After they received a replacement
lighting control computer, Waylena set up seasonal
displays with their cove lights, including a “candy corn”
display [see accompanying photo ➞]. The planetarium
offered Un cielo, un mundo: La aventura de Big Bird
and De la Tierra al universo with a native Spanishspeaking presenter, Ricardo Covarrubias, for the first
time. He is looking forward to presenting Astronom’a a gran escala in November and December because he grew up in
La Serena, Chile. The University of Illinois brought their astronomy students to our campus once again, and the NCSA
organized two events at the planetarium for the IEEE VIS 2021 conference. Birthday parties and sensory-friendly
programs are also back in the dome. At the end of the semester, they will offer the Brown Planetarium’s Sunset Meditation
to Parkland students and staff.
The news from Strickler Planetarium in Bourbonnais is now reported by their new planetarium manager, Jeri
LaMont. The Strickler Planetarium has had large turnouts for its bi-monthly planetarium shows following its re-opening.
Adding a new program, Beyond the Sun, to the lineup increased community interest. In early October, Strickler partnered
with the Bourbonnais Library to offer a “Starry Storytime” to children age 3 and up. The local librarian read three
astronomy-themed books and they explored the solar system and studied constellations. They’re hoping to increase
community engagement through more local partnerships. [See photos below].

The Strickler Planetarium has partnered
with the Bourbonnais Library to offer a
“Starry Storytime” for children 3 and up.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
FROM THE
ADLER PLANETARIUM
Top Left: The street-level view of the new Adler roof.
Top Right: The new Adler dome roof from the zenith.
Left: Mike Smail poses with one of the 1940’s copper roof
tiles
Lower photos: Scenes from the Shining Girls shoot in the
Adler’s Space Theater
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The spring 2022 meeting of Indian planetarians will be at the Koch Immersive Theater and
Planetarium in Evansville on Saturday, March 26th.
The Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium in Evansville has installed a stainless-steel
sculpture, entitled Stargazer, at the entrance to their museum and planetarium. [See photo below].
The attractive new addition was created by New Mexico artist Gino Miles and measures 3 x 2 x 2
meters and presents a visual contradiction, challenging the fundamentally static nature of most
sculpture.
The Carmel Planetarium
in Carmel is undergoing a
renovation. The planetarium has a
new LED lighting system, and is going to get new
carpet, new chairs, and new paint. These projects
started this past summer with new lighting and are
supposed to be completed over winter break.

The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City reopened to the public last August with
limited showtimes and capacity but the response has been good. Over 50 virtual field trips
were presented to local and regional schools in the past year, with hopes that in-person
school visits can resume in the winter. The staff have been active in the creation of other
online content, including 57 original YouTube productions with over 30,000 views, and 10
Facebook Live events on a variety of popular topics. One in particular, See the Northern
Lights, brought in 102,000 watching live with over 800,000 subsequent views! Plans are
underway to restart its successful music and immersive art programming with a variety of
genres and styles, both live and recorded. After hosting a James Webb Space Telescope
Community Event in December, the planetarium will offer special updates and displays
about the mission.

The Twin Jet Nebula in Ophiuchus, a striking example of a bipolar planetary nebula. Credit: ESA/Hubble, NASA, and Judy Schmidt.
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2021 GLPA CONFERENCE RESOURCES
GROUP PHOTO. The 2021 Conference Group Photo and
its keys have already been posted to:
https://glpa.org/groupphoto2021
CONFERENCE PHOTOS. GLPA will soon offer its
members the photographs taken by conference photographer
Anna Green. They will be made available two ways: 1) they
will be posted to GLPA’s Facebook Page and 2) they will be
posted to GLPA’s Conference Photos page at:
https://glpa.org/history-conferencephotos
Option #2 provides members with the ability to download all
the conference photos (in their original size and resolution)
assembled into one or more Zip files.
CONFERENCE VIDEOS. Conference Videographer Tom
Dobes has already posted the original LiveStreams of many
of the 2021 Conference’s paper sessions and presentations to
GLPA’s YouTube Channel, which can be found at
http://bit.ly/2KLaiSX
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The spring 2022 meeting of greater Ohio planetarians will be at The Works planetarium
in Newark on Saturday, April 30th, with Rori Leath (rorileath@attheworks.org) serving
as host.
On September 24th, Dr. Patrick Durrell (Director, Ward Beecher Planetarium in
Youngstown) was named the very first Warren M. Young Chair in Physics and Astronomy at a
small ceremony in the planetarium. Warren was a long-time planetarian and GLPA member
and was the director of the Ward Beecher Planetarium for over 35 years, from 1967 through
his retirement in 2004, after which Pat become the director. This endowed chair position was a
gift from Dr. George Young, Warren’s son, in honor of Warren’s lifetime commitment to
astronomy education and service to Youngstown State University and to the broader
community. Some of the gift will go towards supporting
programming and personnel at the planetarium, allowing it
to continue to be an important resource to the region for
many years to come. [See photo ➞].
Jeanne Bishop will be presenting programs with
Katy Downing for Westlake Schools classes in the
Schuele Planetarium at the Lake Erie Nature and Science
Center in Bay Village. All fifth grade science classes and
all fourth grade social studies classes will be attending
programs there this year. For the fourth and fifth grade
programs, Jeanne will use a variety of Ohio standardsbased materials that she has developed. Jeanne is very
happy to be working with Katy, using the capabilities of
the beautiful Schuele digital planetarium.
Although Jeanne has for years presented programs for K-3 grades at the Westlake Schools Planetarium, this
year teachers have found that the younger students in these grades are developmentally delayed due to lack of
socialization during the pandemic lockdown last year. Teachers are trying to get the children to raise hands, line up, not
blurt out, and follow other directions. Therefore it is unlikely this year that Jeanne and Katy will attempt programs for the
younger Westlake grades. Jeanne has worked to dismantle the Westlake Schools Planetarium this past summer, because
mold was found in the building housing the planetarium. All activities, including administration, were moved from the
building and Jeanne now has an office at the new Westlake High School.
Across the state, Dale Smith has been running Cosmic Colors and Cosmic Recipe as the primary public programs
at the Bowling Green State University Planetarium. Dan Zielinski’s My House has Stars and Milwaukee’s Spooky
Space have also been on the agenda.
Finally, Ohio welcomes Diana Yoder at the Boonshoft Museum in Dayton and Mallory Palmer at Coshocton
City Schools Planetarium.

NGC 4298 is a galaxy seen almost face-on, allowing us to see its spiral arms and the blue patches of ongoing star formation and young stars.
Credit: NASA, ESA, and M. Mutchler (STScI)
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The spring 2022 combined meeting of WIMPS and Illinois
planetarians will be a two-day affair, starting on the evening of
Friday, May 13th at Milwaukee’s Soref Planetarium and
continuing at Chicago’s Adler Planetarium on Saturday, May
14th.

The Southwest Minnesota State University Planetarium in
Marshall, Minnesota just completed its run of the Halloween show
Spooky Space by the Soref Planetarium, along with AVI’s laser
show Fright Light. In November and December, OpenSpace will
be used to highlight the James Webb Telescope Mission. For the
holidays, Star of Wonder will be presented. In January, Stargazers of Africa by the Soref Planetarium in Milwaukee will
be featured.
The Gary E. Sampson Planetarium in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin is open for field trip groups, and to the public.
Currently, masks are required in all Wauwatosa School District buildings. Attendance is much lower than usual since the
social distancing required on buses has doubled the bus requirements for most field trips, and the bus is the greatest
expense for the field trip.
Milwaukee’s Soref Planetarium is currently running its own family show — A to Z Astronomy! Crowds are
really enjoying the roller coaster ride . . . and letter D’s take on dark matter and dark energy. Its next production is DINO
SOARS! Change Over Time, the story about the discovery that birds are living dinosaurs.
The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin has branched out a little bit this past fall by
adding some outreach opportunities. Professor Dr. Bob Benjamin from the UW-Whitewater and Horwitz-DeRemer
Planetarium have collaborated on an outreach program that
has started out very well. Dr. Bob has started joining middle
and high school planetarium shows to share his research.
He’s also a valuable resource and can answer any astronomy
“wonder” questions asked by the students. The students
value this experience and the wealth of knowledge shared
with them. The plan is to grow this program to include
getting these students involved in his citizen science
opportunities. [See photo ➞]. In addition to the usual
Christmas shows this holiday season, the Horwitz-DeRemer
Planetarium is bringing live music to its dome! The Spring
City Recorder Consort will share holiday and winter cheer at
several shows under the stars! The various-sized recorders
will delight visitors with music from medieval to modern
times, offering an interesting opportunity for planetarium
visitors and giving the Consort an outlet to share their unique
sound.
The L.E. Phillips Planetarium at UW-Eau Claire remains closed to public shows due to the ongoing pandemic.
They hope to open back up in the coming months once community transmission in the Eau Claire area has receded to
safer levels.
The Bell Museum’s Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium in St. Paul, Minnesota has seen its highest
attendance since pre-COVID times, with over 1,400 people visiting the planetarium during October’s five-day “MEA
Weekend” (the Minnesota school fall break). They are still at reduced capacity, selling only 80 tickets out of a possible
120 per show. They are not scheduling onsite school field trips yet, but they are keeping busy with public shows and
virtual school programs.
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As of October 1st, while Atlanta’s Fernbank Science Center’s
planetarium and observatory were still closed to the public, they were
allowed to visit schools in-person. April Whitt has taken her Pollution
Solution class around to elementary schools in the county, and Dr. Scott
Harris and Mark Lancaster have taken students on field trips to Stone
Mountain, as well as teaching in the science center. Friday evening “at
home planetarium” programs continue, hosted (virtually) by Dr. Harris.
“Observe the Moon” night was a big success. April Whitt continues her
“The Sky This Week” segments on FSC’s YouTube channel. Lauren
Albin has joined the FSC space sciences staff and is a great asset. Whitt
commented that “Lauren’s father, Dr. Ed Albin, taught in the planetarium
and observatory for years. It’s great to hand off to the next generation!”
As school opened this fall, matters were tenuous at the Williamsville Space Lab Planetarium in Williamsville,
New York. Director Mark Percy was told that he could only work with students from their 12 other schools via Zoom
despite the fact that all the other teachers had their children in their classrooms. Patience paid off because as sports and
extracurricular activities resumed, it was apparent that there was no reason to disallow planetarium trips. By the end of
September, the buses were bringing happy loads of masked children back to the dome. The WSLP’s evening programs
resumed as well, and they were very popular. Programs sold out and additional sessions had to be added to the
schedule. Devon Jaffri got to run her first program about the moon’s motions under the dome with the assistance of the
WSLP’s newest “night crew” member Tim Clauss. Tim is an Earth Science teacher and will run his own first program in
December about the motions of the planets. The team is planning a series of programs for the winter and spring including
a Mars Perseverance update, the James Webb Telescope, Apollo 16’s 50th anniversary, and of course the April 8, 2024
total solar eclipse during which the WSLP will experience 3m 51s of totality! And oh yeah, planning is well underway for

P L A N E TA R I U M S O C I A L M E D I A R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page

GLPA’s Twitter page

GLPA’s Instagram page

https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/

https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial

https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/

Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein

Administrator: Mike Smail

Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)

The Dome Dialogues

https://planetarians.slack.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike
Smail, Steve Burkland

Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter,
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell
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hosting the 2022 GLPA conference.
Asheville Museum of Science (AMOS) recently received from The Elumenati a new 3-meter GeoDome Portal to
replace an older one that no longer held air. On October 29th, AMOS held “Under the Stars: A Spooktacular Evening of
Stars” as its annual fundraiser.
Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) in Rosman now offers monthly “Dark Sky Astronomy Nights”
for amateurs to bring their own equipment and take advantage of PARI’s Dark Sky Park designation by the IDA. Public
special events (both evening and overnight) have included “Leonids Meteor Shower Experience” in November and
“Geminids Meteor Shower Experience” in December. Future events scheduled include “Moons of Jupiter” in January and
“Valentines: Heart-Filled Skies” in February.
Mayland Community College in Burnsville reports that site work is underway on the Glenn & Carol Arthur
Planetarium with a plan to open in March, 2022. A 60-seat planetarium theatre will let guests gaze upon a 36-foot
projection dome inside a 48-foot diameter geodesic dome. Before the construction crew sheathed the exterior of the dome,
Earth to Sky Park Coordinator Blair Belt-Clark hung with ease on her aerial silk and displayed a bit of showmanship from
her circus days.

President’s Message

(continued from page 3)

success in even the smallest of ways.
During the conference, we welcomed the appointment of Steve Crawford as Development Chair. Steve had already
been helping Renae as deputy for Conference Planning. As part of the host team, Steve also filled in for Kris McCall who
was unable to attend this year or to continue as Development Chair. Thank you to both Kris and Steve.
This spring, we will welcome several new officers: Mark Percy as President-Elect, Shannon Schmoll as Treasurer,
and Keith Davis as our very first Inclusion & Outreach Officer. Thank you to outgoing Treasurer Steve Burkland and
former Treasurer Cheri Adams for working together in what ended up as a long transition during the first year of the
pandemic. And thanks to Mike Smail for finishing his work as our final IPS Representative. I am grateful for the work
Mike has done before and during the changes made by IPS, and wish him the best in his new role as IPS Treasurer.
Over the coming months, the Executive Committee will be working through these transitions and more, and we can
use your help. We are working toward updating parts of our website and our conference registration processes. We are
determining how to best incorporate changes to A/V and streaming capabilities. We are looking to expand ways in which
our Education Committee can help serve our members through project grants and curriculum guidance.
This season of change is also a season of opportunity. It is a wonderful time to become a more active part of this
incredibly multifaceted organization. If you have been or are looking for ways to be more involved with GLPA, contact
any of us on the Executive Committee and we will help you to explore the possibilities. That’s how I got involved, and for
that I am forever grateful.

DON’T MISS OUT

WHO DO I CONTACT?

To be included in the spring issue’s State News
column, please forward news from your facility to
your state chair in the latter half of January.

If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are
not quite sure to whom you should direct that
question, GLPA may have your answer.
The GLPA website has a page that provides a
helpful way to determine who best could answer
your question. To use it, please visit

If you have a digital picture of a newsworthy event
held at your planetarium, please e-mail it to the
Editor at bart.benjamin@icloud.com for possible
inclusion in the IPS Planetarian’s “International
News” column.

https://glpa.org/contacts
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JOE SCHULTZ (1957 - 2021)
submitted by Bart Benjamin
On the evening of October 24th, former staff members of Triton College’s
Cernan Earth & Space Center (River Grove, Illinois) gathered to remember
their friend and colleague, Joe Schultz, 64, who had died suddenly on October
10, 2021. Joe’s family said that he wouldn’t have wanted a traditional funeral
service, so we opted for a non-traditional, informal memorial gathering instead.
Joe was a long-time backyard astronomer, and like me, it was the beauty
and science of the real sky that led him to a career under a planetarium sky.
Originally hired as a part-time show operator, Joe grew to become the lone
veteran of both Cernan Center buildings. [Brief History: the original Eugene A.
Cernan Space Theater building opened in 1974, but closed in 1982 because of
structural problems caused by improper landfill beneath the building. For about two
years, there was no planetarium on the Triton College campus . . . until the current
Cernan Earth & Space Center building opened about a hundred meters northwest of the
original building in June of 1984. It has remained in operation since].

Not surprisingly, Joe Schultz was the staff member who knew our two planetariums better than anyone. After
all, Joe actually worked on building #1’s final public show night nearly 40 years ago! For all these years, Joe was a
versatile, skilled, and reliable employee of the Cernan Center and it parent organization, Triton College. For the last
20+ years, Joe has held the full-time position of Technical and Production Assistant, one of only four full-time
positions in the department for most of that time. Largely self-taught, Joe was one of those people who “build and fix
things.” Joe felt a genuine kinship with the theater and its equipment, and he would work tirelessly to fix problems that
often accompanied aging equipment. He knew every part of a Kodak Ektagraphic slide projector, which was both a
blessing and a curse with our 40+ inventory of those once critical pieces of theater equipment. Joe was inventive,
tireless in learning, and he knew as much about the Spitz 512 star projector as many of the Spitz technicians who
visited us annually.
When the Cernan Center was finally able to purchase its fulldome system from Konica-Minolta in 2015, Joe
quickly became proficient with this new, but very different, planetarium system. The current Cernan Center Director
Kris McCall has overseen Joe’s work for the past six years.
In recent years, when I’ve communicated with Joe and re-united with him at social gatherings, he fondly
remembered the many planetarium experiences we shared — the many astronaut visits we hosted, how crazy busy the
Cernan Center was on any school day in the month of May, and the amazing evolution of planetarium equipment that
we had witnessed. . . from the Kodak Ektagraphic 2 to the fulldome projector. Joe would also describe the neverending supply of new theater projects that he was working on to keep the Cernan Center at its best.
At our recent memorial gathering, we also fondly remembered Joe’s kindness and sense of humor. We all
agreed that Joe had been a great person to have as a co-worker in our small office space. We all agreed that we had
been fortunate to know Joe for so many years. Finally, we agreed that Joe would have enjoyed being with us that
evening! But now he belongs to the stars.
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STATE CHAIR ELECTIONS
State Chair Elections were held at state meetings during the recent conference in Kalamazoo. Here are
the results of those elections:
Illinois: Tom Willmitch was re-elected.
Indiana: Melinda O’Malley was re-elected.
Michigan: Ciara Johnson from the Michigan Science Center in Detroit was elected.
Ohio: Dale Smith was re-elected.
WIMPS: Sally Brummel from the Bell Museum Planetarium in St. Paul, Minnesota was elected.
Beyond the Lakes: Jackie Baughman from East Amherst, New York was elected.
Remember, you can find their names and email addresses of all State Chairs on the first page of State
News and on the GLPA website at http://glpa.org/states.

SPRING 2022 STATE MEETINGS
Some of the spring, 2022 state meetings were announced during the recent conference in Kalamazoo. Here are the
details at press time. The most current information can always be found at http://glpa.org/states.
Illinois
Dates: Friday, May 13 (Milwaukee) and Saturday, May 14 (Chicago), 2022
Hosts: Bob Bonadurer (bonadurer@mpm.edu), Soref Planetarium, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and Mike Smail (msmail@adlerplanetarium.org), Adler Planetarium, Chicago, Illinois
A joint meeting between Illinois and WIMPS
Indiana
Date: Saturday, March 26, 2022
Host: Mitch Luman (mluman@emuseum.org), Koch Immersive Theater and Planetarium, Evansville, Indiana
Michigan
Date: TO BE DETERMINED
Host: TO BE DETERMINED
Ohio
Date: Saturday, April 30, 2021
Host: Rori Leath (rorileath@attheworks.org), The Works planetarium, Newark, Ohio
Wisconsin/Minnesota
Dates: Friday, May 13 (Milwaukee) and Saturday, May 14 (Chicago), 2022
Hosts: Bob Bonadurer (bonadurer@mpm.edu), Soref Planetarium, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and Mike Smail (msmail@adlerplanetarium.org), Adler Planetarium, Chicago, Illinois
A joint meeting between WIMPS and Illinois
Beyond the Lakes
This group hosts quarterly virtual meetings. Contact Jackie Baughman (qnbaughman@gmail.com) for more
information.
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CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS
GLPA ELECTION RESULTS

GLPA AWARDS

On Friday, November 12, 2021, at its Annual
Business Meeting in Kalamazoo, Michigan, GLPA
conducted its biennial election of officers. The
outcome of this election was as follows:

At the recent annual conference banquet in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, GLPA bestowed the
following awards:
Fellows:
Jackie Baughman
Clifford Jones

President-Elect:
Mark Percy
Secretary:
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht

Honorary Life Members:
Gregg Williams
Barb Williams

Treasurer:
Shannon Schmoll

Service Award:
Michael McConville

Inclusion and Outreach Officer:
Keith Davis

Mentor Awards:
Waylena McCully

Congratulations to our new officers (who will take
office on the Vernal Equinox of 2022) and a big
thank you to everyone who was willing to run for
office.

Galileo Award:
Bart Benjamin
Dr. Ronald Kaitchuck
Note: Because 2021 was the first in-person conference
in two years, the 2020 awardees were also named and
recognized at this year’s Spitz Banquet. Their names
were listed in last year’s winter issue.

THANK YOU, GLPA SPONSORS AND
DOOR PRIZE DONORS

Congratulations to all GLPA award winners for
2021! If you would like to nominate someone for
GLPA Fellow, Honorary Life Member, Service
Award, Mentor Award, or Galileo Award, please
visit https://glpa.org/awards to read the award
guidelines and download the PDF nomination
forms.

In addition to the tireless work of the conference
hosts and member volunteers, the 2021 GLPA
Conference was made possible by the generosity of
16 conference sponsors, who are listed on page 28.
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Vinayak Sharma on Unsplash

ECLIPSES IN 2022

Total Lunar Eclipse

Total Lunar Eclipse

Best seen from:

Best seen from:

E. North America
South America

Partial Solar Eclipse
Best seen from:
South America
E. South Pacific Ocean

W. North America
Pacific Ocean

Partial Solar Eclipse
Best seen from:
Europe
Middle East
W. Asia

by IPS Representative

Mike Smail
msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

Recently, there have been several new additions to the IPS Free Media Resource page, including shows on
multi-messenger astronomy, and the continuing uploads of the monthly Ball State-IPS-AAVSO shorts. For more
information, please visit https://www.ips-planetarium.org/page/fulldomemasters.
Planning for the IPS 2022 conference in St. Petersburg, Russia is in full swing. Our host Planetarium 1 is
putting together an action-packed week of talks, trips, dome sessions, art and cultural excursions that will excite
any planetarian. The IPS Fulldome Festival will be on June 22-23, 2022, and the conference will run June
26-29, 2022. Delegate registration will open later this year with IPS member ‘early bird’ rates starting at $270.
There will also be a virtual conference registration option, for those unable to make the trip to St. Petersburg.
The conference webpage is getting fuller by the day; see for yourself at https://www.ips2022.com/. St.
Petersburg is the cultural capital of Russia, and touts the Hermitage, the Museum of Cosmonautics, the
Mariinsky Ballet, and the world’s largest planetarium, a 37-meter dome inside a 150 year old gas storage
facility.
At the summer IPS Board meeting, the location of the IPS2024 conference was determined. In June, 2024, we
will travel to Germany, the birthplace of the projection planetarium for our biennial conference. Planetarium
Jena will host the IPS Fulldome Festival, while the combined domes and facilities of the Stiftung Planetarium
Berlin (Berlin Planetarium Foundation) will host our conference. Additional information is available at https://
www.planetarium.berlin/ips2024.
Because of the pandemic-driven cancelation of the IPS 2020 conference planned for Edmonton, the IPS Board
gave Edmonton the opportunity to host the IPS 2026 conference, but they have declined. So, we are currently
on the lookout for potential hosts for that conference. Initial conference hosting bids will be presented at the IPS
2022 conference in St. Petersburg, with the final decision coming at the 2023 IPS Annual Board Meeting. For
more information on hosting an IPS conference, please contact IPS President Kaoru Kimura at president@ipsplanetarium.org.
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VOLUME 16, NUMBER 4
WINTER SOLSTICE, 1981
(12 pages in length)
GLPA’s 54th newsletter and the third issue of 1981 (the autumn
and winter issues were combined) contained the following articles
and columns:
This was the first issue of the GLPA Newsletter that was edited by Carl Wenning from the ISU Planetarium
in Normal, Illinois. [Ed.: Carl became the third Newsletter Editor, following Dave DeBruyn and Dave Hoffman.
Wenning would serve in this capacity for 2½ years (10 issues) before handing over the responsibilities to James
Brown].
★

The minutes of GLPA’s Annual Business Meeting recently held in Columbus, Ohio were printed on pages
3-5. Elections were also held during this conference, with Sheldon Schafer elected as President-Elect and David
Parker elected as Secretary/Treasurer.
★

Highlights from the 17th annual meeting of GLPA were presented. Sandy Hallock served as host. Ohio State
University radio astronomer Dr. John Kraus was an invited speaker. In addition to the host planetariums,
delegates toured Perkins Observatory, which houses the Ohio State University Radio Observatory (the “Big
Ear”), the Schottland 32-inch Cassegrain reflector, and a 16-inch Schmidt camera. The Spitz lecturer was
George Lovi from Sky & Telescope. Approximately 70 people attended.
★

Art Lusty presented GLPA with a flag bearing the GLPA logo, which was made by Art’s daughter. The flag
will be kept by each subsequent conference host and transferred to the next conference host at the end of each
conference.
★

Carl Wenning wrote another article with the theme of “microcomputers.” This issue’s installment calculates
the best orientation for a solar collector and includes a table showing BTU output for both month of year and
time of day.
★

The 1982 GLPA Conference was previewed. It will be hosted by Sheldon Schafer and Carl Wenning and
held in Peoria and Normal, Illinois, respectively. Guest speakers would include UFOlogist J. Allen Hynek,
Archeologist John White, and science fiction writer Philip Jose Farmer. Don Hall would be the Spitz lecturer.
★
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VOLUME 36, NUMBER 4
WINTER SOLSTICE, 2001
(24 pages in length)
GLPA’s 134th newsletter and the fourth issue of 2001 contained
the following articles and columns:

In the first issue of the GLPA Newsletter since the September 11th terrorist attacks, GLPA President Jeanne
Bishop recounted the horror of that day through the eyes and descriptions of Neil deGrasse Tyson, who lived in
lower Manhattan and had written a first-hand account of his experiences that day. In his account, Tyson
lamented “I will never be the same after yesterday, in ways that I cannot foresee.” Amidst the horrors that he
witnessed, Tyson was able to retrieve his five-year old daughter, who was attending her second day of
kindergarten three blocks from the World Trade Center. Bishop commented that “his account made me feel that
I was in New York, living the tragedy and his family’s escape.”
★

That issue’s Planetarian Profile featured Marc Rouleau, Director of the Paulucci Space Theatre in Hibbing,
Minnesota. When asked to describe an event from his childhood or youth that may have influenced his love of
the stars and/or career path, Marc replied “I think the biggest early influence was the images that came from the
Voyager spacecraft when they rendezvoused with Saturn. There was a lot in the newspapers and on television
and the pictures of the planet and its rings and moons were awesome!”
★

Current officers at the time were Jeanne Bishop (President), Dan Francetic (Past President), Gary Sampson
(President-Elect), Bob Bonadurer (Secretary/Treasurer), and Sue Button (IPS Representative). Chairs at that
time were Art Klinger (Development), Dave DeRemer (Education), Geoff Holt (Instructional Materials), Gary
Tomlinson (Conference Planning), Chris Janssen (Membership), and Bart Benjamin (Publications).
★

Visit the GLPA Newsletter Archive at
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive
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The Great Lakes Planetarium Association
acknowledges the following companies and
organizations for their generous support in
Fiscal Year 2021 - 2022:
Parallel Universe Sponsors
Cosm
SSIA Technologies / Sky-Skan

www.cosm.com
ssiatechnologies.com

Universe Sponsors
Ash Enterprises
GOTO INC
Seiler Instrument / ZEISS

www.ash-enterprises.com
www.goto.co.jp/english
planetarium.seilerinst.com

Galaxy Sponsors
Associated Universities, Inc.
Astro-Tec Manufacturing
Bowen Technovation
Digitalis Education Solutions
Discover Kalamazoo
Konica Minolta Planetarium
Laser Fantasy
Milwaukee Public Museum

aui.edu
astro-tec.com
www.bowentechnovation.com
digitaliseducation.com
www.discoverkalamazoo.com
www.konicaminolta.com/planetarium
laserfantasy.com
www.mpm.edu

Solar System Sponsors
Adler Planetarium
Audio Visual Imagineering

www.adlerplanetarium.org
av-imagineering.com

Planet Sponsors
California Academy of Sciences

calacademy.org

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION (GLPA) offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with
the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. GLPA is an affiliate of IPS (International Planetarium Society), NSTA (National
Science Teachers Association), and IMERSA (Immersive Media Entertainment, Research, Science & Arts). Membership dues are $20 annually,
payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary, and requests for membership should be
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions
expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of GLPA, its members, or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the first week of
February, May, August, and November. Send information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2021.

PRESIDENT ☆☆
Waylena McCully
Champaign, Illinois
waystar@gmail.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT ☆☆
Dan Tell
San Francisco, California
dtell@calacademy.org

PAST PRESIDENT ☆☆
Geoff Holt
Madison, Wisconsin
gholt@mmsd.org

SECRETARY ☆☆

MEMBERSHIP ☆

Paulette Epstein
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com

PUBLICATIONS ☆
Jackie Baughman
East Amherst, New York
qnbaughman@gmail.com

GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bart Benjamin
bart.benjamin@icloud.com
PROCEEDINGS EDITOR
Dale Smith
dwsmith@bgsu.edu

Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht
Youngstown, Ohio
tiffany.wolbrecht@gmail.com

EDUCATION ☆

TREASURER ☆☆

CONFERENCE PLANNING ☆

Steve Burkland
Chicago, Illinois
sburkland@adlerplanetarium.org

IPS REPRESENTATIVE ☆☆
Mike Smail
Chicago, Illinois
msmail@adlerplanetarium.org

☆☆ Executive Committee (Elected)
☆ Executive Committee (Appointed)
Executive Committee mailing addresses
and phone numbers can be found by
visiting glpa.org/exec.

Peggy Hernandez
peggyhernandez@u-46.org

Renae Kerrigan
RKerrigan@peoriariverfrontmuseum.org
DEPUTY CONF. PLANNING CHAIR
Steve Crawford
steve.g.crawford@gmail.com

CONFERENCE PHOTOGRAPHER
Anna Green
planetarium.anna@gmail.com
CONFERENCE VIDEOGRAPHER
Tom Dobes
t.dobes@mcpstars.org
DOOR PRIZE CHAIR
Kris McCall
kristinemccall@triton.edu
GLPA GEAR
Todd DeZeeuw
dezeeuto@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us

DEVELOPMENT ☆

Steve Crawford
steve.g.crawford@gmail.com

TECHNOLOGY ☆
Tom Dobes
t.dobes@mcpstars.org

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES
David Leake
dleake@parkland.edu
TECHNOLOGIES AD HOC
John Foerch
jjfoerch@grpm.org

CONFERENCE REGISTRAR
Geoff Holt
registrar@glpa.org

HISTORIAN

2021 CONFERENCE HOST
Mark Reed
marksreed@aol.com

UPCOMING CONFERENCES:

WORKSHOP COORDINATOR
Mark Reed
marksreed@aol.com
PAPER/POSTER COORDINATOR
April Whitt
april.whitt@dekalbschoolsga.org

Garry Beckstrom
garry@beckstromobservatory.com

2022 October 18 - 22
Buffalo, New York
2023 June 20-24: “Stars for All” national
Kingsport, Tennessee
2024 TBD

PLEASE NOTE:
The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from:
Physics and Astronomy Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green OH 43403

GLPA Home Page:
glpa.org

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith at
dwsmith@bgsu.edu.

