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We all experience natural wonders in our lives. The Sequoia 
forests of California, the unique geologic features of Iceland, 
quaint mountain villages dwarfed by the Alps, and the white 
sands and clear blue waters of a tropical island are but a tiny 
fraction of the countless vistas on our picturesque planet. As 
astronomers, we also gaze upward to behold a star-filled sky. 
We feel a connection to our universe and are awed by its 
incomprehensible size. The recent deep-field photograph taken 
by the newly-deployed James Webb Space Telescope takes 
this to its jaw-dropping apex.

The theme of GLPA’s upcoming 
conference in Buffalo is “Natural Wonders,” 
which refers in part to its best-known natural 
spectacle, Niagara Falls. This will be 
GLPA’s first conference in the “City of Good 

Neighbors,” and it promises to be a memorable 
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My first Great Lakes Planetarium Association conference 
was in 2005. I was freshly 18 and had already been at the 
Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium in Grand Rapids for two 
years. Over that summer, our curator and my mentor there, 
Dave DeBruyn, got me involved in preparation for the 
conference, which we were hosting! I remember running 
across the Grand River to Kinko’s for various packet 
pages, and mail-merging everyone’s meal requests into 
their banquet tickets (I’m glad we’ve upgraded that 
technology over the years!). Schedules were discussed and 
planned and duties were assigned. I was introduced to John 
Schroer, then-Door Prize Chair, and became his deputy 

before and during the conference. After the Business Meeting, I ended up on stage at the conference for the first time 
when the stage elevator in our theater broke, trapping John Schroer in it with the door prizes. In his infinitely noble spirit 
to the conference, John passed the door prizes up to me to go on with the show, and I got to learn (and mispronounce! 
Sorry!) everyone’s name first-hand. Just as we called the grand prize John was liberated from the elevator and joined us 
back on stage to much applause.

I learned more than just everyone’s name that week. I learned that they were a community. While I’d certainly met 
visitors from other planetariums before, I didn’t realize how deeply these links of community were tied between 
planetarians. And hearing the words of Armand Spitz’s famous letter to GLPA for my first time: “You may have heard me 
say many times that, in my opinion, the full potential of planetarium (and I use the word in its broadest possible 
connotation) has yet barely been scratched.” I think I began to see why. Although planetariums (in their broadest possible 
connotation) have existed since ancient times, the projection planetarium and planetarium theater were less than a century 
old. We truly were on a frontier of astronomy, education, and technology (especially then when fulldome video was just 
beginning to take off!) and somehow each person at that conference had found their way into this nascent field and was 
contributing their own spirit to the process of discovering the potential of the planetarium. And I learned how 50 years 
before that conference, Von Del Chamberlain, Dave DeBruyn, and Dennis Sunal came up with the idea to formalize the 
gatherings planetarians had already been having and bring together their colleagues from all across the Great Lakes to 
teach and learn together.

That conference was life-shaping for me. It made me realize that this fun, cool job I was doing maybe wasn’t just a 
job. Maybe it was my career. I could choose to become a planetarian.

President’s
Message

Dan Tell

(continued on page 21)

one! Emily Hromi’s wonderful cover features some of the anticipated highlights of GLPA’s 58th conference.
Please note that the deadline for the winter issue of the GLPA Newsletter is early November. Please submit your 

facility reports to your State Chairs by the end of October. Enjoy the early weeks of autumn and safe travel to everyone 
attending the conference in Buffalo.

Editor’s Message
Bart Benjamin 139
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The Peoria Riverfront Museum and 
Dome Planetarium are focused on the 
planet Mars and its ten-year anniversary 
this fall. Renae Kerrigan is curating a 
new exhibition on Mars for the 
museum’s main gallery, featuring a 
beautiful, glowing artwork of the planet 
by British artist Luke Jerram. They will 
be discussing Mars’ robotic exploration 
in one of their daily live shows To Mars 
and Beyond in the Dome Planetarium. 

October 20, 2022 is the tenth anniversary of the Peoria 
Riverfront Museum, and as part of a museum-wide 
celebration, the staff will be creating a live planetarium 
show about the top space stories of the past ten years. They 
are also starting a “Planet Passport” program, in which 
each month they have a special live show about each 
planet, and participants get a sticker in their passport for 
attending. This program is based off an idea from Sara 
Shultz, who presented it at a GLPA conference a few years 
ago. Thanks Sara!

At the Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College 
in Champaign, producer Waylena McCully created an 
animated visual to thank the Friends of the Staerkel 
Planetarium (FOSP) for funding the license of Expedition 
Reef. Many FOSP members attended a premiere screening 
and were served custom-decorated donuts from a local 

shop [see photo ↑]. Expedition Reef begins its public run in 
October. The planetarium has also rehired Katrina Wefel to 
work as a part-time presenter. Katrina previously worked 
for the planetarium part-time before taking on the role of 
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teaching Parkland College astronomy courses. Since then, she has helped out during planetarium staffing 
emergencies. The staff looks forward to having Katrina more involved in its programming. This September, the 
planetarium begins the 2022-2023 James B. Kaler Science Lecture Series with a Q&A session featuring Nico 
Yunes, a University of Illinois professor who produced the fulldome show Einstein’s Gravity Playlist. The show 
will then run for the public through the rest of September. The Staerkel Planetarium celebrates its 35th 

anniversary in October. Retired director Dave Leake returns to present a special tour of the sky and features of the Zeiss 
Model M1015, affectionately known to the community as ‘Carl.’ Both staff and public are excited to see Carl and Dave 
reunited for Staerkel Unplugged: The Zeiss-Only Experience.

At the Cernan Earth and Space Center on the campus of Triton College in River Grove, Wayne and Kris have 
been very busy — public shows four days a week, plenty of visiting groups, birthday parties, scouts, Triton classes 
already booking for the fall semester, virtual field trips, and putting together a large exhibition for the 50th anniversary of 
the Apollo 17 mission in December 2022. The Apollo 17 anniversary event is planned to feature a lunar sample on display 
for several months, the permanent addition of an interactive software table in exhibit hall which will result in rearranging 
the exhibit cases, refreshing the Apollo capsule boilerplate outside, at least two different planetarium programs, a film 
screening, speakers, and more.

The ISU Planetarium in Normal has an exciting lineup of weekend public shows planned for this fall. Programs 
include Undiscovered Worlds: The Search Beyond Our Sun, which explores exoplanets; One World, One Sky: Big Bird’s 
Adventure (for the Sugar Creek Arts Festival in October); and Ghostly Tales Under the Stars (for Halloween weekend). 
Season of Lights will follow in December. In other news, the ISU Planetarium is considering relocating its ticket counter 
and gift shop from an adjacent room to the planetarium lobby. This would consolidate the planetarium’s public-facing 
area and provide more sensible ticket sales, located across from the planetarium’s doors.

The Elgin Observatory and Planetarium recently received a face lift and premiered a new virtual tour. New 
flooring and paint in the upstairs chronograph and research rooms were just completed when Able Eyes was contracted to 
create a virtual tour for public use. This new offering, which can be found at 

https://www.ableeyes.org/virtual-tours/elgin-school-district-u-46-planetarium-elgin-il/,
gives visitors a visual walk-through of the building like a Google street view map. It is a great accessibility tool. [See 
photos below and on page 9]. In other news, the Elgin Planetarium hosted a “Catastrophic Crawl” in August in 
cooperation with three other museums in town. Each facility had its own disaster theme (asteroids and supernovae for the 
planetarium) and had a short open-house style program presented. It was a three-hour event and visitors could go to any or 
all of the four facilities within those three hours.

S TAT E  N E W SS TAT E  N E W S Autumnal Equinox, 2022
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The Charles W. Brown Planetarium at Ball State University in Muncie added three new programs 
to their show library recently — Solar Superstorms, We Are Astronomers, and Dynamic Earth. 
Furthermore, the Brown Planetarium team created their 12th and final variable star short, completing 
the 12-episode series in Ball State’s collaboration with the American Association of Variable Star 
Observers and the International Planetarium Society. These shorts are free to download and use in 
360 degree, and 2K and 4K fulldome formats on their website at https://planetariumshows.bsu.edu. 
Lastly, the Brown Planetarium was awarded an IMLS Inspire! Grant for Small Museums which will 
enable them to purchase new planetarium shows, create and install lobby wall exhibits, and obtain a 
new solar telescope for public events.

In other Indiana news, Melinda O’Malley, Dayna Thompson, Ken Miller, and Mitch Luman 
have teamed up with other informal educators in the state to begin work on the creation of a 2024 

eclipse curriculum to be disseminated to teachers to over 1,900 schools in the state. The undertaking would complement 
additional eclipse-related items to be delivered to Indiana’s 64,000 teachers.

You can now take a virtual tour of the Elgin 
Observatory and Planetarium!

Photographs from the Elgin 
Observatory and Planetarium

https://planetariumshows.bsu.edu
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The Delta College Planetarium in Bay City experienced one of its best summers ever in 
terms of attendance and variety of show offerings. Eight different titles each week, 
including its newest The Search for Life in Space, received excellent feedback. Some of the 
attendance bump can be attributed to the introduction of its new ticketing system – over 
35% of show tickets were purchased 
ahead of time online – as well as 
improved advertising through online 
newsletters and community calendars. 
Music and arts programming continue 
to grow in popularity. Earlier in the 
year, the planetarium hosted a 

chamber orchestra from the Saginaw Bay Symphony in the theater 
for a live performance of “Music under the Stars” to sellout crowds. 
Live in-house performances focus on the northern lights, planet 
observing, International Observe the Moon Night, telescopes, and the 
upcoming 50th anniversary of the Apollo 17 mission. Programming 
and displays on the James Webb Space Telescope are ongoing, 
including participation as a NASA Community Event partner.

The Longway Planetarium in Flint has wrapped up a successful summer and begins to work on new live 
programming for its visiting school audiences. Working in tandem with the Sloan Museum’s education team, the 
Longway Planetarium will begin to offer live, interactive classes in the planetarium theater. The classes are designed to 
target specific NGSS per grade level and have a large emphasis on data driven analysis. Topics will cover astronomy, 
physical science, and life science standards and will use real astronomical and physical data, allowing students to both 
learn about the topic and practice their mathematical modeling skills. Additionally, this fall the planetarium will be 
continuing the Cultural Astronomy lecture series, and, for the first time since the pandemic, will be resuming telescope 
workshops and star parties.

Abrams Planetarium is wrapping up production on a new show called Living in Balance: Anishinaabe Star 
Knowledge. This show was written by Professor Elizabeth LaPensée, who also created the artwork for the show. Dr. 
Annette Lee and Alphonse Pitawanakwat were advisors, Aarin Dokum narrated, John-Paul Chalykoff was the recordist, 
with music by Exquisite Ghost (aka Jordan Thomas). Abrams Planetarium did all the work in Digistar. The show is 
currently being screened for indigenous communities and their invited guests. The staff screened it at the Michigan State 
meeting in May, 2022 and plan to release it, for free (or a small shipping and handling fee) to interested planetariums to 
begin public shows in the fall of 2022. There is an educator guide, a poster, and additional assets that will be available as 
well. This show was funded by the Michigan Space Grant Consortium, Michigan State University’s College of 
Communication Arts and Sciences, with work used that supported a Guggenheim Fellowship awarded to Professor 
LaPensée. 

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum will feature Sky on Fire during June and July this summer. Sky on Fire, a 
production by Spheremension, explores the origins, use, and development of fireworks over time. The staff thinks that 
their audiences will enjoy the conclusion of the show with its colorful fireworks display under the dome. In addition, 
KVM will be offering showings of One World, One Sky in June, before changing over to The Little Star That Could for 
the remainder of the summer. Secrets of the Sun will be their featured afternoon show during August.

The Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium has been enjoying a large influx of visitors for both their public shows and 
school groups. Behind the scenes, the planetarium team has been working hard to increase the planetarium’s accessibility. 
The loop hearing assist system has been installed! Visitors who are hard of hearing can now listen to a direct audio stream 
using the T-coil system in their existing cochlear implant or hearing aid. The staff has also announced a selection of 
Spanish-language shows for their school groups starting in the fall. This spring has marked the return of some exciting 
events and programs. They recently had the privilege of hosting astronaut Eileen Collins, who delivered the keynote 
lecture for this year’s “Roger That!” conference, hosted in partnership with Grand Valley University. After a two-year 
hiatus, Concerts Under the Stars returned to the planetarium and local musicians performed for sold-out audiences. The 
Chaffee Planetarium also participated in “Statewide Astronomy Night” and hosted a stargazing event at the Veen 
Observatory. Although the cloudy and rainy weather discouraged large crowds, they still had many families show up for 
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educational space activities and hot chocolate. It’s great to be back!
The planetarium at the University of Michigan Museum of Natural History has had much going 

on. They have begun a new partnership with Ann Arbor Public Schools, providing planetarium show 
presentations at their Argus Planetarium in Pioneer High School for all of the district’s 1st and 5th grade 
students. Additionally, they are experimenting with creating a lighting engine using the Godot Game 

Engine’s UDP protocols. The planetarium is still running at half capacity, although recently they went to mask-optional 
for public planetarium shows. Other small productions are in the works as well.

S TAT E  N E W SS TAT E  N E W S
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The Ward Beecher Planetarium at Youngstown State University is feeling the loss of 
Tiffany Stone-Wolbrecht, who has taken a full-time position with AUI (Associated 
Universities Inc.) and will be doing Astronomy EPO for them. They are hoping to convert the 
YSU position from half-time to full-time before posting the opening. In the meantime, they are 
no longer accepting school tours until the position is filled. Curtis Spivey will be flying solo 
with their student employees on the public shows for the foreseeable future. Their schedule 
brochure is nearing completion and will be published shortly. New shows this year are We Are 
Stars from National Space Centre in the UK and Perfect Little Planet from Clark. They are 
hoping their attendance will be closer to normal coming out of the pandemic. Last but 
certainly not least, they are working on a memorial plaque for Warren Young that will be 
displayed prominently in the planetarium. They are still feeling that loss deeply.

Ritter Planetarium at the University of Toledo will be upgrading from their 2.5K Scidome to a 4K Digistar 7 
early next year.

The BGSU Planetarium in Bowling Green is dealing with a non-functioning video projector, so is running with a 
single projector while the sick one is being fixed.

P L A N E TA R I U M  S O C I A L  M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S

GLPA’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/
Administrators: Renae Kerrigan, Michael 
McConville, Tom Dobes, Paulette Epstein

GLPA’s Twitter page
https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial

Administrator: Mike Smail

GLPA’s Instagram page
https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/
Administrators: Jackie Baughman, Michael 
McConville

Slack (Planetarians team)
https://planetarians.slack.com

Workspace Owners (for #glpa): Derrick Rohl, Mike 
Smail, Steve Burkland

The Dome Dialogues
https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues
Administrators: Michael McConville, Derek Demeter, 
Anna Green, Renae Kerrigan, Dan Tell

https://www.facebook.com/glpasocial/
https://twitter.com/GLPAsocial
https://www.instagram.com/glpasocial/
https://planetarians.slack.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/domedialogues


https://www.spitzinc.com/domes/nanoseam/


S TAT E  N E W S

15

Over the past eight months, the Paulucci Space Theater in 
Hibbing, Minnesota has finished with its remodeling. A local artist, 
Lori Nicolelli-Harter, painted the Andromeda Galaxy in the lobby. 
They also had ChromaCove lights installed in the theater and the 
outdoor sign was updated. [See photos on page 17].

The Minnesota State University Moorhead Planetarium 
has had a busy summer and has a busy year ahead! 2022 marks the 
50th anniversary of the MSUM Planetarium and they are 
celebrating in a big way! They offered a series of milestone events 
that kicked off with an event to celebrate the Webb Space 
Telescope’s first images back in July. They will be hosting a 

fulldome film festival, LaserFest, during their homecoming, live DJ and sky shows, and much more! The culminating 
events will be at the end of October with their Campus Giving Day and a 50th anniversary celebration. With their 50th 
anniversary, they are hoping to raise $50K for a laser show projection system which would be a brand-new addition to the 
dome. They are reaching out to former faculty, staff, and students to come back at the end of October to celebrate with 
them with a special 50th anniversary planetarium show currently in development by MSUM undergraduate students. They 
are proudly looking back at the past 50 years and optimistically looking forward to the next 50!

The Soref Planetarium in Milwaukee is creating a new show called 
Surviving in Space! It features a talking SLOTH robot and a real NASA astronaut 
(Raja Chari) born in Milwaukee. [See photo ➞]. Why a SLOTH robot? Well, the 
show complements the museum’s new exhibit called “Survival of the Slowest” 
which features live sloths. It opens in February of 2023.

The Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium in Waukesha, Wisconsin held an 
open house in July to celebrate the first images sent back by the James Webb Space 
Telescope. The staff had less than a month to plan how to celebrate this incredible 
event. As they are constantly promoting and educating their community about the 
planetarium and where it is located, the staff decided to organize activities 
surrounding the image live-stream release at 9:30 a.m. On that day, the staff had 
popcorn hot and ready right away in the morning, because we all know popcorn is 
delicious at any time of day! Their 90-seat planetarium was packed with space 
enthusiasts of all ages, as well as local news reporters. Everyone was ready to 
witness history together. And, as you all know, the images didn’t disappoint. 

     
     

      
     

         
         

         
          
       

          

The Manfred Olson Planetarium at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee kicked off summer with a 
Strawberry Moon event that involved telescope viewing and Purple Door ice cream. Jean Creighton was interviewed for 
the 25th anniversary of the successful Pathfinder mission and was featured in the front page of the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel. [See page 19]. Summer Stars, a matinee offered on Saturdays in July, got people familiar with the night sky just 
in time for their camping trips or other vacations. This fall, in addition to the popular Stars ’n’ S’mores program, the 
planetarium staff and sociocultural programming co-present Dancing Under the Stars: Bachata & Merengue as part of 
Latinx Heritage month. The new images from the James Webb Space Telescope have given plenty of opportunities to talk 

Autumnal Equinox, 2022

Soref Planetarium

            
            

          
           

              
                  

                        
                    

                     
                  

             

Following the image  release,  the Horwitz-DeRemer  Planetarium had three
planetarium shows scheduled for anyone to attend, free of charge. They were also
fortunate enough to have a NASA Solar System Ambassador volunteer Joyce
Juengtes to share an educational presentation with their guests and give her
impressions of the new images as well. In addition, they had a few creative projects
available for kids of any age to create on the spot or to take home and make on their
own time. An art show was on display within the lobby for the patrons to explore. Lastly, they had a silent auction with a 
great variety of items for visitors to bid on, with all donations benefitting the planetarium friends group. All in attendance 
had a full and very fun day, sharing their excitement of the newly released images, talking to reporters from every news 
station in the Milwaukee area along with the local Waukesha newspaper, and just simply educating about the planetarium 
they are so proud to be a part of. [See photos on page 17].



https://www.goto.co.jp/english/
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about exoplanets from the Milwaukee Public Library to the Rotary Club. The Friday night show series, Constellations of 
the Zodiac, will continue until the end of the year. [See photos on page 19].

The Bell Museum in St. Paul, Minnesota hosted a “Planet Party” to celebrate the appearance of all naked eye 
planets in June’s early morning sky. Despite mostly cloudy skies and lightning in the distance, over 300 people attended! 
Planetarium Educator Thaddeus LaCoursiere kept the audience engaged despite the clouds, and you could hear cheers of 
excitement during the brief moments that the planets did pop out. And of course, the skies did start clearing when the Sun 
came up, so at least they got some good Moon observing in! The NASA-funded Mars: The Ultimate Voyage will debut in 
the Bell Museum’s Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium in December. Stay tuned for information about the no-
license cost distribution of the film and a series of activities in 2023! [See photo on page 19].

Kevin Milani

Kevin Milani

Kevin Milani

Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium

Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium

Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium

Horwitz-DeRemer Planetarium

Paulucci Space TheatrePaulucci Space Theatre
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As of writing this, the California Academy of Sciences is wrapping up 
a busy summer season in the planetarium. In the dome they’ve been 
showing Living Worlds, Expedition Reef and a live Tour of the Universe 
daily, all using OpenSpace for the live portions of the shows. The 
Wednesday afternoon Tour of the Universe continues to be 
livestreamed every week and you can tune in at the Morrison 
Planetarium Facebook page, or on the Academy’s YouTube channel at 
https://www.facebook.com/morrisonplanetarium. Schools have started 
back up in the area and the presenter team is preparing to give school 
shows again in the fall. The school shows are NGSS aligned and 
designed for kindergarten - 2nd grade, 3rd - 5th grade, or 6th - 8th 

grade groups. In Hohfeld Hall, presenters have been giving the live presentation Extreme Life, about where we find life on 
Earth in extreme locations and where we might find similar conditions elsewhere in the Solar System. The team will be 
starting a new show in October called Landscapes of the Solar System, which will explore different types of landscapes on 
Earth and then compare them to other places in the Solar System. Landscapes of the Solar System will visit the Himalayas 
and the Moon, the Grand Canyon and Mariner Valley, Hawaii and Io, and Alaska glaciers and Pluto. Landscapes will be 
the first show using OpenSpace in Hohfeld Hall. On the Visualization Studio side of the planetarium, the team is hard at 
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The front page of the July 2nd Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel, courtesy of Jean Creighton. [Ed.: The unrelated 
news articles were whited out].

Felipe Paez

Sally BrummelPlanet Party at the Bell Museum

Strawberry Moon at Manfred Olson Planetarium

https://www.facebook.com/morrisonplanetarium


https://www.baysmountain.com/planetarium/
https://glpagear.qbstores.com


work with the next fulldome planetarium show, all about nucleosynthesis and stellar evolution. The 
new show is set to premiere in the fall of 2023.
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President’s Message    (continued from page 3)

I’ve been to a lot of GLPA conferences (and other planetarium gatherings) since, and every year I am thankful for 
the opportunity to participate in this community. Colleagues I met through GLPA have become professional collaborators 
and personal friends – which I know has been the case with planetarians from the beginning. We each bring different 
minds, perspectives, and backgrounds to our planetariums, but we are still united in this process of discovering how best 
to meet the planetarium’s full potential. The projection planetarium approaches its centennial in 2023, but our field is still 
a relatively young profession, especially in astronomy’s long history. That means that every single person who comes to 
GLPA has something to learn and something to teach.

This is also why it has been a goal of the Executive Committee to make our conferences more affordable, and to 
make every effort for our conferences to become as welcoming and inclusive to as many as possible. The more minds and 
more perspectives that we can bring into our profession, the more we will learn about it, and the closer we will come to 
meeting its full potential.

For returning members to the conference this year, I look forward to seeing you all again. I think Mark Percy and 
Kevin Williams are putting together an incredible conference with our conference planning team. For several years there 
has been membership interest in extending the conference by a day to create a less hurried schedule and allow for more 
time for the critical conversations that fuel innovation and collaboration in our field, so this year we are experimenting by 
starting the conference a day earlier; please give us your feedback on what works and what doesn’t and how GLPA can 
better serve you.

For new members, I hope I haven’t made the conference sound overwhelming. Even though that first conference 
showed me I could be a planetarian, it still would be a few years before subsequent conferences confirmed I really was 
part of this community. I can now look back on how all those seasoned members I met at my first conference were once 
new themselves, some of them even founding this organization out of whole-cloth. I think we all share in enthusiasm for 
what each new perspective brings to the planetarium profession, and I hope we will do our best to make you feel welcome 
at GLPA.

DON’T MISS OUT
To be included in the winter issue’s State News column, please forward news from your facility to 
your state chair in the latter half of October.

WHO DO I CONTACT?
If you ever have a GLPA-related question, but are not quite sure to whom you should direct that 
question, GLPA may have your answer. The GLPA website has a page that provides a helpful way 
to determine who best could answer your question. To use it, please visit https://glpa.org/contacts.

https://glpa.org/contacts
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CHATS
submitted by Peggy Hernandez

GLPA’s Education Committee is hosting monthly Professional Learning Chats (PLCs) on Zoom for 
anyone interested in discussions around education and teaching in the planetarium. One or two topics are 
featured each month during our informal talk, but almost any planetarium-related topic is welcomed. 
Topics range from NGSS science standards alignment in programs, battling misinformation, climate 
change, and more. The discussions are about an hour and are driven by the participants. The link and 
monthly topic are shared via the GLPA email list, Dome-L, and on the resources tab of the GLPA 
website. The next scheduled PLCs will be on September 13 and November 8, 2022. (October will be 
skipped because of the conference).

JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT THE CERNAN CENTER
submitted by Kris McCall

In a concerted effort to recruit new staff after COVID, the Cernan Earth and Space Center on the campus 
of Triton College in River Grove is seeking a fulltime Planetarium Educator to join Kris and Wayne in 
the dome. For more information, please visit https://jobopenings.triton.edu/applicants/Central?
quickFind=53225. The Cernan Center is also looking for an Assistant Coordinator of Special Programs. 
This is a catchall position for reservations, Star Store, events, office work, and more. For more 
information, please visit https://jobopenings.triton.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=53268.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT FERNBANK SCIENCE CENTER
submitted by April Whitt

The Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta, Georgia is seeking two Instructional Specialists. The first 
Instructional Specialist position is for twelve months and involves working in the planetarium all year 
round. The second Instructional Specialist position is for ten months and is structured more like a classroom 
teaching position, though instruction is conducted mostly in the planetarium. Additional duties include 
conducting observatory public sessions a couple evenings per week and running Saturday public planetarium 
programs. Some travel with a portable dome may be required. Applicants can get certified as Georgia 
teachers after being hired. Salary is based on teaching experience. A Master’s degree is required (10-month 
position would pay in the $50Ks) and a PhD in the 12-month position can get up to $100K. Here is the link 
to apply:

https://www.applitrack.com/dekalbschoolsga/onlineapp/default.aspx?AppliTrackPostingSearch=location:%22Fernbank+Science+Center%22

https://jobopenings.triton.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=53225
https://jobopenings.triton.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=53225
https://jobopenings.triton.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=53268
https://www.applitrack.com/dekalbschoolsga/onlineapp/default.aspx?AppliTrackPostingSearch=location:%22Fernbank+Science+Center%22


B U L L E T I N  B O A R D Autumnal Equinox, 2022

REMINDER: RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Members not attending the GLPA conference should still renew their annual 
GLPA membership by visiting https:glpa.org/membership and follow the 
instructions in either the “Purchase Membership Online” or “Purchase 
Membership by Mail” sections.

There are two eclipses occuring during this year’s autumn months. The first is a partial solar 
eclipse visible from Europe, the Middle East, and western Asia on Tuesday, October 25th. 
The second is a total lunar eclipse visible from western North America and the Pacific basin 
on Tuesday, November 8th. More information can be found at these web pages:

October 25, 2022 partial solar eclipse:
https://www.eclipsewise.com/solar/SEprime/2001-2100/SE2022Oct25Pprime.html

November 8, 2022 total lunar eclipse:
https://www.eclipsewise.com/lunar/LEprime/2001-2100/LE2022Nov08Tprime.html
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VOLUME 17, NUMBER 3
(12 pages in length)

GLPA’s 57th newsletter and the third issue of 1982 contained the 
following articles and columns:

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 1982

★  The first two pages of this issue featured an article by Jeffrey Hunt from the Waubonsie 
Planetarium in Aurora, Illinois that recapped the 1982 IPS Conference in Vancouver. The 
University of British Columbia and the H.R. MacMillan Planetarium served as hosts. 
Conference delegates received a 200-page booklet of resource materials and the Proceedings of 
that conference. Hunt noted that “this booklet will surely become the standard for future 
conferences.” Geoffrey Burbidge, the Director of Kitt Peak National Observatory, spoke at the 
conference banquet on the problem with Hubble’s Law.

★  An abridged version of the minutes of the May, 1982 GLPA Executive Committee meeting 
was prepared by Secretary/Treasurer David E. Parker.

★  Jeffrey Hunt also wrote an article titled “Micro Computing,” which featured his BASIC 
computer program to randomize a list of names.

★  Mitch Luman, then working at the J.M. McDonald Planetarium in Hastings, Nebraska, 
wrote an article titled “Readily Available Fixed Star Lamps.” In that article, Luman described 
how he can modify an ENH slide projector bulb to work in his planetarium’s Minolta MS-8 
projector, at about 1/10th the cost of factory supplied lamps.
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VOLUME 37, NUMBER 3 AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, 2002
(18 pages in length)

GLPA’s 137th newsletter and the third issue of 2002 contained the 
following articles and columns:

★  This issue reflected upon the recent 2002 IPS Conference in Wichita, Kansas, primarily through two pages 
of Jeanne Bishop’s conference photos.

★  The issue also looked ahead to GLPA’s own 2002 conference, which would be held at the Barlow 
Planetarium in Menasha, Wisconsin, with Karen Kalmczynski serving as conference host. Speakers would 
include Dr. James Kaler, Nagin Cox from JPL, and Dale Smith as the Spitz Lecturer.

★  Gary Sampson noted a few of the conference’s highlights in his President’s Message that issue: “In addition 
to hearing our distinguished series of speakers, conference attendees will be viewing the premiere of Stargazer, 
a new planetarium program produced by our own Bob Bonadurer and Dave DeRemer. Stargazer features the 
life of Dr. James Kaler and is narrated by Nichelle Nichols, better known as Lieutenant Uhura of Star Trek 
fame.” [Ed.: Twenty years later, we planetarians mourn the recent passing of Nichelle Nichols].

★  From Illinois State News: “The Cernan Earth and Space Center of Triton College in River Grove will be 
getting a new theater automation system from East Coast Control Systems as a result of a lightning strike that 
severely damaged its old Arion system in mid-May.” [Ed.: Wow! That was quite an episode in my planetarium 
career. It certainly was a challenge for a planetarium whose programs relied on slide projectors and theater 
automation to suddenly operate without those capabilities for over two months. Fortunately, our staff was 
resourceful enough to find ways to continue serving our patrons. . . and thankfully the College’s insurance 
covered lightning strikes].

★  The minutes of the spring Executive Committee meeting were skillfully prepared by GLPA’s Secretary/
Treasurer Bob Bonadurer. [Ed.: The minutes of that 2002 meeting occupied 2 pages of that autumn newsletter. 
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Visit the GLPA Newsletter Archive at
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive

Compare that to our most recent minutes, skillfully prepared by Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht, 
that occupied 14 pages of the last (summer) issue].

https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive
https://glpa.org/history/gnews-archive


The Great Lakes Planetarium Association 
acknowledges the following companies and 
organizations for their generous support in 
Fiscal Year 2021 - 2022:

Parallel Universe Sponsors

Cosm www.cosm.com/
SSIA Technologies / Sky-Skan ssiatechnologies.com/

Universe Sponsors

Ash Enterprises www.ash-enterprises.com
GOTO INC www.goto.co.jp/english
Seiler Instrument / ZEISS www.seilerinst.com/divisions/planetarium/

Galaxy Sponsors

Associated Universities, Inc. aui.edu/
Astro-Tec Manufacturing astro-tec.com
Bowen Technovation www.bowentechnovation.com/
Digitalis Education Solutions www.digitaliseducation.com
Discover Kalamazoo www.discoverkalamazoo.com/
Konica Minolta Planetarium www.konicaminolta.com/planetarium/
Laser Fantasy www.laserfantasy.com
Milwaukee Public Museum www.mpm.edu

Solar System Sponsors

Adler Planetarium adlerplanetarium.org/
Audio Visual Imagineering www.av-imagineering.com

Planet Sponsors

California Academy of Sciences www.calacademy.org
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GLPA Home Page:
https://glpa.org

PLEASE NOTE:

The GLPA Newsletter is printed and mailed from:

Physics and Astronomy Department
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green  OH  43403

For a replacement copy of this newsletter, please contact Dale Smith at 
dwsmith@bgsu.edu.

THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION (GLPA) offers membership opportunities to all individuals in any way connected with 
the operation of planetariums regardless of geographic location. GLPA is an affiliate of IPS (International Planetarium Society), NSTA (National 
Science Teachers Association), and IMERSA (Immersive Media Entertainment, Research, Science & Arts). Membership dues are $20 annually, 
payable at the time of the Autumnal Equinox. General correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary, and requests for membership should be 
addressed to the Membership Chair (see below). The quarterly GLPA Newsletter is received by all members in good standing. Ideas and opinions 
expressed in the GLPA Newsletter are not necessarily those of GLPA, its members, or the editor. Deadlines for contributions fall on the first week of 
February, May, August, and November. Send information to GLPA Newsletter Editor (address below). Copyright © 2022.

PRESIDENT   ☆☆
Dan Tell
San Francisco, California
dtell@calacademy.org

PRESIDENT-ELECT   ☆☆
Mark Percy
Williamsville, New York
mpercy@williamsvillek12.org

PAST PRESIDENT   ☆☆
Waylena McCully
Champaign, Illinois
waystar@gmail.com

SECRETARY   ☆☆
Tiffany Stone Wolbrecht
Youngstown, Ohio
tiffany.wolbrecht@gmail.com

TREASURER   ☆☆
Shannon Schmoll
East Lansing, Michigan
schmolls@msu.edu

INCLUSION/OUTREACH OFFICER  ☆☆
Keith Davis
Notre Dame, Indiana
keith.davis.dvt@nd.edu

MEMBERSHIP   ☆
Paulette Epstein
paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com

PUBLICATIONS   ☆
Jackie Baughman
East Amherst, New York
qnbaughman@gmail.com

    GLPA NEWSLETTER EDITOR
    Bart Benjamin
    bart.benjamin@icloud.com

    PROCEEDINGS EDITOR
    Dale Smith
    dwsmith@bgsu.edu

EDUCATION   ☆
Peggy Hernandez
peggyhernandez@u-46.org

CONFERENCE PLANNING   ☆
Renae Kerrigan
RKerrigan@peoriariverfrontmuseum.org

    DEPUTY CONF. PLANNING CHAIR
    Steve Crawford
    steve.g.crawford@gmail.com

    CONFERENCE REGISTRAR
    Geoff Holt
    registrar@glpa.org

    2022 CONFERENCE HOST
    Mark Percy
    mpercy@williamsvillek12.org

    WORKSHOP COORDINATOR
    Mark Reed
    marksreed@aol.com

    PAPER/POSTER COORDINATOR
    April Whitt
    april.whitt@dekalbschoolsga.org

☆☆ Executive Committee (Elected)
☆ Executive Committee (Appointed)

Executive Committee members can be 
contacted using the Contact links on GLPA’s 
Executive Committee page:

https://glpa.org/exec

    CONFERENCE PHOTOGRAPHER
    Anna Green
    planetarium.anna@gmail.com

    CONFERENCE VIDEOGRAPHER
    John Foerch
    jjfoerch@grpm.org

    DOOR PRIZE CHAIR
    Kris McCall
    kristinemccall@triton.edu

DEVELOPMENT   ☆
Steve Crawford
steve.g.crawford@gmail.com

TECHNOLOGY   ☆
Steve Burkland
sburkland@adlerplanetarium.org

    AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES
    David Leake
    dleake@parkland.edu

    TECHNOLOGIES AD HOC
    John Foerch
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HISTORIAN
Garry Beckstrom
garry@beckstromobservatory.com

UPCOMING CONFERENCES:
2022 October 18 - 22

Buffalo, New York

2023 June 20-24: “Stars for All” national
Kingsport, Tennessee

2024 TBD

https://glpa.org
mailto:dwsmith@bgsu.edu
mailto:dtell@calacademy.org
mailto:mpercy@williamsvillek12.org
mailto:waystar@gmail.com
mailto:tiffany.wolbrecht@gmail.com
mailto:schmolls@msu.edu
mailto:keith.davis.dvt@nd.edu
mailto:paulette.a.epstein@gmail.com
mailto:qnbaughman@gmail.com
mailto:bart.benjamin@icloud.com
mailto:dwsmith@bgsu.edu?subject=
mailto:peggyhernandez@u-46.org
mailto:RKerrigan@peoriariverfrontmuseum.org
mailto:steve.g.crawford@gmail.com
mailto:registrar@glpa.org
mailto:mpercy@williamsvillek12.org
mailto:marksreed@aol.com
mailto:april.whitt@dekalbschoolsga.org
https://glpa.org/exec
mailto:planetarium.anna@gmail.com
mailto:jjfoerch@grpm.org
mailto:kristinemccall@triton.edu
mailto:steve.g.crawford@gmail.com
mailto:sburkland@adlerplanetarium.org
mailto:dleake@parkland.edu
mailto:jjfoerch@grpm.org
mailto:garry@beckstromobservatory.com

	Cover
	President - Editor
	Illinois News
	Indiana News
	Michigan News
	Ohio News
	WI-MN News
	Beyond the Lakes News
	Bulletin Board
	Autumn Eclipses
	40 & 20 Years Ago
	Sponsors List
	Masthead

