




AN OBITUARY 

On Wednesday, April 14, 1971, Armand N. Spitz succumbed to a prolonged illness at 
his home near Washington, D.C. He was 69 years old. 

Born in Philadelphia, Dr. Spitz attended the Universities of Pennsylvania and Cin­
cinnati, and was awarded a Doctor of Science degree from Otterbein College, of Wester­
ville, Ohio, in 1956. 

As Director of Education of the Franklin Institute and lecturer at the Fels Plane­
tarium, Armand Spitz became fascinated with the potential of the planetarium as an 
educational and motivational device, At that time, planetariums were all located in 
large cities. Determined to bring the beauty of the planetarium to more people, he 
conceived and built his first small planetarium, and in 1947 founded Spitz Laboratories. 
Today, because of the vision, vitality, and human warmth of Armand Spitz, hundreds of 
planetariums located in schools, colleges, and museums throughout the world are visited 
by millions of people each year. 

Throughout his life, Armand Spitz was passionately concerned with education, and 
was particularly active in teaching children and adults about the beauty of man and the 
universe. He was Associate Editor of The Monthly Sky Map and Popular Astronomy, and also 
authored several articles and books on education and astronomy, as well as meteorology. 

In 1956, he was appointed Coordinator of Visual Satellite Observations for the 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory, and served as consultant to that Institute through 
1961. He was also a consultant to the National Science Foundation. 

Dr. Spitz is survived by his wife, the former Grace Scholz; a daughter, Mrs. Edward 
Go Rice; a son, Lawrence, and one grandchild. 

Several friends of Armand and Grace Spitz have considered various ways in which 
individuals might manifest their feelings at this time. Accordingly, the Armand N. 
Spitz Memorial Fund has been established. It is temporarily being administered by a 
committee chaired by Von Del Chamberlain of Michigan State University. A memorial book 
listing contributions will be maintained and a copy eventually transmitted to the 
family of Armand No Spitz at a later date. A permanent committee, in consultation with 
Mrs. Sptiz, will decide on the use of the fund. 

NEWS NOTES 

THE 1971 CONVENTION OF THE GREAT LAKES PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION will be held October 7th, 
8th, and 9th at the Mount Clemens High School, Mount Clemens, Michigan. An excellent 
program is planned under chairmanship of host Jim Pike. There will be a ld trip to 
the Bendix Systems plant in Ann Arbor, (where spacecraft electronics are made) and one 
to the University of Michigan Observatories on Thursday, the 7th, with seminars and 
demonstrations scheduled for Friday and Saturday. Although the list of speakers is 
only partially complete at the present time, Dr. Allen Hynek, who is chairman of the 
Department of Astronomy at Northwestern University and Air Force consultant on 
unidentified flying objects, will give the Armand Spitz Lecture. Also, Dr. Barnett 
Rossenburg will speak on life in the universe. One of the scheduled seminars will be 
devoted to sharing materials and ideas appropriate for a high school astronomy course. 
It is hoped that members will submit papers. Any suggestions, ideas, or contributions 
should be sent to Jim Pike, Mount Clemens High School, Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043 
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THE PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION OF CANADA will hold its 1971 conference in lat 
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THE PUBLICATION "ASTRONOMY" - The curriculum used in the West Lake, Ohio High 
School, is available on from Robert Elliott, Phillips Planetarium, Wisconsin 
State University, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701. The curriculum was developed by Mrs, 
Jeanne Bishop, who has been planetarium work and the G.L.P.A., and 
contains a deal of material to planetarium presentation. is no 
charge for the 24 bookletu 

POSITIONS AND PERSONNEL 

THE JESSE BESSER PLANETARIUM of the Besser Museum in Alpena, Michigan a 
vacancy in the position of Planetarium Coordinator. The responsibilities of this job 
include planetarium curriculum lopment and lecturing to a county-wide school system, 
preparation of public programs) and design of space-oriented exhibits. Secretarial, 
technical and part-time I are available. The facility includes a 
Spitz A3P projector under dome. Salary is negotiable depending on background 
and experience. a bachelors degree in astronomy or a related 
field and strong interes in the educational potential of the planetarium, Send resume 
to Cynthia Murphy, Jesse Besser Museum, 491 Johnson Street, Alpena, Michigan. 

MR. VALENTINO M. GONZALES, 122 Charles Street, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania 
in a planetarium. Mr. Gonzales was interested in obtaining 

Spitz planetarium and small at Florida State University for 3 
~ and since then has completed 8 years as 
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RICHARD A. PALERMO) 16 Westwood Road, Storrs, Connecticut, would like to be considered 
as a candidate for a 1 position. He was graduated from the University 
of Maine last June and leted a four months tour of duty with the Army 
National Guard. He in a double minor in mathematics and ics, 
He is an amateur astronomer and He was a student lecturer at 
University of Maine Planetarium interested in a planetarium career, 

DONALD D. DAVIS, director of the Dow Planetarium in Montreal, is now director 
of the Centennial Planetarium the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature, 
Mani toba, Canada. 

DON STARKEY, who for many years was associated with the Fort Worth Chi 
and its Charlie Noble Planetarium, is now director of the planetarium at 
Museum of Science and ) Portland, 

AN IDEA By Dorothy E. Beetle 

Museum 
Oregon 

For those with access to rocks and minerals, you might put up an exhibit of earth 
rocks and minerals simi ar to found on the moon. After reading current issues 
of Sky and Telescope, Science, and NASA - Apollo Lunar Sample Information, I searched 
through our museum collections for terrestial material of similar We have 
an extensive collection at the museum which was bequeathed to us upon our , so I 
was able to find examples of all main rock and mineral types. 

The display is divided into 2 groups, the darker rocks of the basalt lava plains 
and the lighter anorthosites of the highlands. Photographs from lunar missions pin­
point specific areas. The anetarium program is concurrently presenting Moon Rocks -
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